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JuBt  fw  thou  hearett  now  ftrom  PahlATl. 
'KiOIlah'  donned  the  Arab  garb  we  see: 
Till  Naaar's  time,  unchanged,  it  thus  suniTed ; 
But  when  great  Nasar  in  the  world  arrlTed, 
WiM  Abtl'l  Fasal.  Taslr  of  the  Btate^ 
Storehouse  of  wit  and  peerless  in  debate- 
Bade  it  appear  clothed  In  the  Fenian  tongue : 
Ue  gare  the  word,  uid  lo !  the  task  was  done. 
And  thus  transcribed,  new  wisdom  breathed  in  it» 
Its  guiding  precepts  shone  with  added  wit. 
And  its  great  Patron  thus  bequeathed  to  fome— 
To  sight  and  soul— the  impress  of  his  Name. 
To  Btldakl  the  praises  all  belong ; 
The  blind  bard  heard  and  clothed  the  tales  in  song. 
T  was  he  that  ranged  the  words  at  random  flung. 
Pierced  the  fair  pearls  and  them  together  strung. 
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TO 


HEE    MOST    GRACIOUS     MAJESTY, 


QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


Madau, 


It  is  recorded  that  KuBbiryan,  the  most  powerful  monarch 
of  his  age,  sent  a  high  officer  of  state  to  procure  a  translation  of  the 
original  of  this  work.  It  is  further  stated  that  when,  after  years  of 
toil  and  difficulty,  the  translation  was  obtained,  it  was  deposited  in  the 
cabinet  of  the  king's  most  precious  treasures,  and  was  regarded  as  a 
model  of  wisdom  and  didactic  philosophy. 

The  light  of  knowledge  is  now,  however,  so  universally  diffused, 
that,  but  for  your  Majesty's  gracious  condescension,  the  translation  of 
the  same  book  into  English  would  be  a  work  of  too  little  merit  or 
importance  to  deserve   notice. 

In  one  point  of  view,  however,  the  gracious  permission  to  dedicate 
this  translation  to  your  Majesty,  may  be  regarded  as  likely  to  have 
important  results,  as  it  may  lead  other  and  more  worthy  laborers  to 
open  up  to  the  English  public  a  Literature,  which  delights  and  guides 
the  immense  population  of  your  Majesty's  Empire  in  the  East,  and  which 
still  remains  to  a  great  extent  unknown  and  unexplored  in  Europe. 

Every  fresh  proof,  indeed,  of  the  interest  which  your  Majesty  takes 
in  matters  relating  to  India,  will  undoubtedly  be  received  by  the  inhabitants 
of  that  vast  country  with  grateful  feelings;  and  that  such  feelings  may 
long  be  perpetuated  and  augmented,  is  the  prayer  of. 

Madam, 

Your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  devoted 
Servant  and  subject, 

EDWAKD  B.   EASTWICK. 


PREFACE 


TO    THE    PRESENT    ENGLISH    TRANSLATION. 


In  the  year  1820,  Major   Siewart,  Professor  of  Persian  at  the  East 
India  College,  Haikybury,  published  a  translation  of  the  Seventh  book  of 
the  *Anvar-i  Suhaili,*  and  dedicated  it  to  the  Junior  Civil  and  Military 
Servants  of  the  Hon.  East  India  Company.     In  1835,  a  literal  translation 
of  the  First  book  of  the  same  work  was  published  by  the  Rev.  H.  G. 
Keeve,  Arabic  and  Persian  Professor  at  Haileybury,  and  dedicated  to  the 
Students  of  the  College.     In  a  memorandum  inserted  by  Mr.  James  Ross 
at  the    beginning   of   his  translation  of  the   'Gulistdn,'   that  gentleman 
announced    his    intention   of   publishing  a  translation    of   the  first    two 
books  of  the  'Anvar-i   Suhailf,*   in   1826:    but  this  version  never  made 
its  appearance,  in  consequence  of  the  .^  death  of  the  translator,  by  which 
melancholy  event    the    public   were    deprived  of   several  other    proposed 
additions  to  our  knowledge  of  Persian  Literature.     Enough  however,  has 
been  already  said  to  prove  that  a  Translation  of  the  'Anv4r-i  Suhailf,* 
has    long   been    considered    desirable    by    competent  judges.      The    high 
encomiums,  too,  which  have  been  passed  upon  the  Work  in  all  countries 
and  by  the  scholars  of  all  nations ;  especially  by  those  illustrious  Orientidists, 
Sir  William  Jones  and  Baron  Silvestre  de  Sact,  furnish  another  justi- 
fication of  this  attempt  to  make  it  known  to  English  readers.     The  opinion 
of  the  former  of  these  distinguished  men  as  to  the  merits  of  the  work  is 
couched  in  the  following  terms,  *  The  most  excellent  book  in  the  language  is, 
in  my  opinion,  the  collection  of  tales  and  fables  called  *  Anvar-i  Suhaili,' 
by-  Husain  Va'iz,  sumamed  Kashifi,  who  took  the  celebrated  work  of  Bidpai 
or  Pilpay  for  his  text,  and  has  comprised  all  the  wisdom  of  the  Eastern 
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nations,  in  fourteen  beautifol  chapten.' '  In  another  place  he  says,*  'The 
fables  of  Yishnu  Sharman,  whom  we  ridiculously  call  Pilpay,  are  the  most 
beautiful,  if  not  the  most  ancient,  apologues  in  the  world :  they  were  first 
translated  fix)m  the  Sanskrit,  in  the  sixth  century,  by  order  of  Buzurjmihr, 
or  'Bright  as  the  Sun,'  the  chief  physician,  and  afterwards  the  vazlr'  of  the 
great  Kdshfrw&n,  and  are  extant  under  various  names  in  more  than 
twenty  languages.'  Baron  de  Sact  remarks,  'Hosain  Ya'iz  s'est  propose 
comme  on  le  voit,  de  rendre  la  lecture  du  livre  de  Calila  plus  agr^able 
k  tout  le  monde,  en  la  rendant  plus  facile.  II  ne  B*est  pas  contents  de 
supprimer  ou  de  changer  tout  ce  qui  pouyoit  arreter  un  grand  nombre 
de  lecteurs,  il  a  encore  ajout^  au  m^rite  primitif  de  I'ouvrage,  en  y  insurant 
un  grand  nombre  de  vers  empruntes  de  divers  poetes,  et  en  employant 
constamment  ce  style  mesur^  et  cadenc^,  ce  parall^lisme  des  id^es  et  des 
expressions,  qui,  joint  i,  la  rime,  constitue  la  prose  po^tique  des  orientaux, 
et  qui,  ajoutant  un  charme  inexprimable  aux  pens^es  justes  et  solides, 
diminue  beaucoup  ce  que  les  idees — ^plus  ing^nieuses  que  vraies,les  metaphors 
entries,  les  hyperboles  extravagantes,  trop  fr^quentes  dans  les  Merits  des 
Fersans — ont  de  rebutant  et  de  ridicules  pour  le  go\it  s^v^re  et  d^licat  des 
Europ^ens.  Quoique  le  style  de  Hosain  ne  soit  pas  exempt  de  ces  d^fauts, 
on  lit  et  on  reHt,  avec  im  plaisir  toujours  noureau,  son  ouvrage,  comme  le 
Gulistan  de  Saadi.'  ^ 

The  '  Anvar-i  Suhailf '  is  the  work  which  candidates  for  interpreterships 
in  India  are  required  to  read  after  the  *  Gulistan.'  The  vast  abundance 
of  words,  and  the  great  variety  of  style,  reaching  from  that  of  ordinary 
dialogue  to  the  highest  flights  of  poetry,  render  it  incontestably  the  best 
book  in  the  language  to  be  studied  by  one  who  desires  to  make  rapid  progress 
in  Persian.  At  the  same  time,  however,  as  Major  Stewaet  has  very  justiy 
remarked,  *  It  must  be  acknowledged  that  it  is  too  difficult  for  the  generality 
of  students  without  the  assistance  of  a  munshf  or  teacher;'  and  as  good 


^  Preface  to  the  '  PersiBn  Grammar,'  p.  xyi.,  L  11. 

'  Third  AnniyerBary  Ducoorse  to  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,  February  2,  1786  :  Works, 
Tol.  i.,  p.  32. 

'  M.  de  Sacy  shows  this  to  be  a  mirtake. 

*  M^moire  Historique,  Calila  et  Dimna,  p.  43, 1.  23. 
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Persian  mnnahis  are  not  rery  easily  procurable  in  India — ^in  &ct,  in  many 
provinces  are  altogether  wanting — it  is  hoped  that  this  Translation  and  the 
Notes  appended  to  it  will  prove  of  service  to  those  who  desire  to  qualify 
themselves  for  examination  in  our  Indian  territories.  To  them  the  present 
Translation  is  offered  with  far  more  confidence  than  to  the  English  public, 
for  it  is  impossible  not  to  perceive  that  those  very  characteristics  of  style, 
which  form  its  chiefest  beauties  in  the  eye  of  Persian  taste,  will  appear  to 
the  European  reader  as  ridiculous  blemishes.  The  undeviating  equipoise  of 
bi-propositional  sentences,  and  oftentimes  their  length  and  intricacy;  the 
hyperbole  and  sameness  of  metaphor,  and  the  rudeness  and  unskilfulness 
of  the  plots  of  some  of  the  stories,  cannot  but  be  wearisome  and  repulsive 
to  the  better  and  simpler  judgment  of  the  West.  Kings  always  sit  on 
thrones  stable  as  the  firmament,  rub  the  stars  with  their  heads,  have  all 
other  kings  to  serve  them,  and  are  most  just,  wise,  vaUant,  and  beneficent. 
Ministers  are  invariably  gifted  with  intellects  which  adorn  the  whole  world, 
and  are  so  sagacious  that  they  can  unravel  all  difficulties  with  a  single 
thought.  Mountains  constantly  race  with  the  sun  in  height,  all  gardens 
are  the  envy  of  Paradise,  and  every  constellation  in  Heaven  is  scared  away 
in  turn  by  some  furious  tiger  or  lion  upon  earth.  These  absurdities  are  so 
prominent  that  they  would  probably  induce  the  generality  of  readers  to 
close  the  book  in  disgust.  Those,  however,  who  have  patience  enough  to 
proceed  with  the  perusal  will  not  fail  to  discover  many  beautiful  thoughts, 
many  striking  and  original  ideas  forcibly  expressed ;  and  though  their  first 
beauty  cannot  but  have  suffered  very  considerably  in  translation,  still 
enough  will  remain  to  justify,  in  some  degree,  to  all  candid  judges,  the 
celebrity  of  the  work. 

It  may  be  here  desirable  to  direct  attention  to  those  parts  of 
the  Book  which  are  generally  considered  the  best.  The  whole  work 
consists  of  an  elaborate  Preface  and  Introduction  by  Husain  Va'iz, 
and  of  Fourteen  Chapters  or  Books  with  a  very  brief  Conclusion. 
The  Preface  may  be  dismissed  from  consideration  at  once,  as  being  a 
turgid  specimen  of  the  obscure  and  repulsive  preludes  with  which  Persian 
writers  think  fit  to  commence  their  compositions.     A  few  helpless  infantine  f 
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ideas  struggle  in  the  gigantic  coils  of  an  endless  prolixity  and  verboseness, 
which  it  would  require  a  Hercules  to  disentangle.  Nevertheless,  this 
l^reface  may  be  read  by  those  who  wish  for  a  model  of  such  compositions 
in  Persian.  The  arrangement  is  the  same  in  all.  Tliere  is,  first,  an 
address  to  the  One  God ;  secondly,  a  lengthy  eulogy  of  his  Prophet, 
Muhammad;  thirdly,  a  panegyric  on  the  High  Personage  to  whom  the 
work  is  dedicated,  with  a  meagre  explanation  of  the  reasons  which  induced 
the  Author  to  commence  his  undertaking.  The  whole  is  thickly  larded 
with  quotations  from  the  Kur'an,  and  with  difficult  and  unusual  words; 
so  that  it  would  really  seem  as  if  a  preface  were  intended,  like  a 
thorny  hedge,  to  repel  all  intruders,  and  to  presenre  the  fruit  within 
from  the  prying  eyes  of  readers. 

In  the  Introduction,  Husain  Va'iz  is  at  once  simpler  and  more  agreeable. 
The  description  of  the  Bees  and  their  habits,  is  prettily  given.  The 
story  of  the  Pigeon,  who  left  his  quiet  home  to  travel;  and  of  the  old 
woman's  Cat,  who  was  discontented  with  his  meagre  fare  and  safe 
seclusion,  are  among  the  happiest  in  the  whole  work. 

The  First  Two  books  form  rather  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  entire 
composition.     The  plot  of  them  is  borrowed  from  the  First  Chapter  of  the 

*  Pancha-tantra,*  and  of  the  *  Hitopadesha,'  to  which,  indeed,  the  Second 
book  of  the  *  Anvar-i  Suhailf '  is  a  very  proper  sequel.  The  First  story  of 
the  First  book  of  the  *  Anvar-i  Suhaili,' — ^that  of  *the  Merchant  and  his 
Sons,' — corresponds  to  the  opening  of  the  Second  book  of  the  '  Hitopadesha,' 
and  of  the  First  Chapter  of  the  *  Pancha-tantra  :*  the  Fifth  story  of  the 
same,  *  the  Ape  and  the  Wedge,*  to  the  Second  fable  in  both  Sanskrit 
works ;  the  Seventh  story  of  the  Persian,  *  the  Jackal  and  the  Drum,' 
is  the  same  as  the  Second  in  the  ^Pancha-tantra,'  but  is  not  found  in 
the  *  Hitopadesha ; '  the  Eighth  Persian  story,  *  the  Recluse  who  was 
plundered  by  a  Pretended-  Disciple,'  answers  to  the  Fourth  of  the  First 
book  of  the  *  Pancha-tantra,*  and  to  part  of  the  Sixth  £able  of  the 
Second  book  of  the  '  Hitopadesha ; '  the  Eleventh  Persian  story,  '  the 
llaven  and  the  Snake,'  agrees  with  the  Eighth  of  the  Second  book  of  the 

*  Hitopadesha,'  and  the  Sixth  of  the  Fii-st  book  of  the   'Pancha-tantra;' 
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the  Twelfth  Persian  story,  *  the  Heron  and  the  Crab/  corresponds  to  the 
Seventh  of  the  First  book  of  the  *  Pancha-tantra/  and  the  Seventh  of 
the  Fourth  book  of  the  *  Hitopadesha  ;*  the  Fourteenth  Persian  story, 
*the  Lion  and  the  Hare,*  answers  to  the  Ninth  fable  of  the  Second 
book  of  the  *  Hitopadesha,'  and  the  Eighth  of  the  First  book  of  the  *  Pancha- 
tantra,* ;  the  Fifteenth  Persian  story,  that  of  *  the  Three  Fishes,*  cor- 
responds to  the  Third  fable  of  the  Fourth  book  of  the  *  Hitopadesha,*  and 
the  Fourteenth  of  the  First  book  of  the  *  Pancha-tantra  ;*  the  Nineteenth 
Persian  story,  which  has  been  extracted  by  Sir  W.  Jones  into  his  *  Persian 
Gi*ammar,*  is  exceedingly  beautiful,  and  we  owe  it  entirely  to  Persian 
taste,  as  no  traces  are  found  of  it  in  Sanskrit;  the  Twenty -first  Persian 
story,  that  of  '  the  Crow,  the  Wolf,  the  Jackal,  and  the  Camel,'  corresponds 
with  the  Eleventh  fable  of  the  Fourth  book  of  the  '  Hitopadesha,'  and 
with  the  Eleventh  of  the  First  book  of  the  *  Pancha-tantra ;  *  the  Twenty- 
second  Persian  story,  that  of  *  the  Tit^wa  and  the  Ocean,*  is  the  Tenth  of 
the  Second  book  of  the  *  Hitopadesha,'  and  the  Twelfth  of  the  First  book 
of  the  *  Pancha-tantra ;  *  the  Twenty-third  Persian  story,  that  of  *  the 
Two  Geese  and  the  Tortoise,'  is  the  Second  of  the  Fourth  book  of  the 
'  Hitopadesha,*  and  the  Thirteenth  of  the  First  book  of  the  *  Pancha- 
tantra  ; '  the  Twenty-fourth  Persian  story,  that  of  the  *  Monkeys  and  the 
Bird  that  gave  them  advice,*  is  the  Second  of  the  Third  book  of  the 
*  Hitopadesha,*  and  tlie  Eighteenth  of  the  First  book  of  the  *  Pancha- 
tantra  ;|'  the  Twenty-Fifth  Persian  story,  that  of  *  Sharp-wit  and  Light- 
heart,*  is  the  Nineteenth  of  the  First  book  of  the  '  Pancha-tantra,*  but  is  not 
found  in  the  *  Hitopadesha ;  *  the  Twenty-eighth  Persian  storj',  is  the 
Twenty-first  of  the  First  book  of  the  *  Pancha-tantra.* 

In  the  Second  book,  the  story  of  Kalilah  and  Damnah  is  continued,  but 
as  this  continuation  is  not  found  in  the  Sanskrit,  so  also  none  of  the  Persian 
stories  it  contains  are  to  be  found  in  that  language.  The  apologue  is  for 
the  most  part  laid  aside,  the  First  and  Second  stories  being  the  only  instances 
of  it.     On  the  whole  it  is  not  inferior  to  the  First  book. 

TTie  Third  book  is  borrowed  from  the  Fii*st  of  the  'Hitopadesha*  and 
the  Second  of  the  *  Pancha-tantra.*     The  First  Persian  stoiy  con*esponds  to 
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the  opening  of  the  above  mentioned  Sanskrit  books,  and  contains  also  the 
Fifth  of  the  First  book  of  the  '  Hitopadesha.'  The  Fourth  Persian  story,  *  of 
the  Woman  who  wished  to  barter  husked  Sesamum  for  unhusked/  is  the 
Second  of  the  Second  book  of  the  '  Pancha-tantra ' ;  the  Fifth  Persian  story, 
that  of '  the  Wolf  and  the  Bowstring,*  is  the  Seventh  of  the  First  book  of 
the  '  Hitopadcsha,'  and  the  Third  of  the  Second  book  of  the  '  Pancha-tantra.' 
The  Fourth  book  is  the  Third  and  Fourth  of  the  '  Hitopadesha '  and  the 
Third  of  the  *  Pancha-tantra.*  The  First  Persian  story  corresponds  to 
the  opening  of  the  same  books  in  Sanskrit ;  the  Fourth  Persian  story,  that 
of  *the  Hare  and  the  Elephants,*  is  the  Fourth  of  the  Third  book  of  the 

*  Hitopadesha,*  and  the  First  of  the  Third  book  of  the  *  Pancha-tantra  * ; 
the  Fifth  Persian  story,  of  *  the  Pious  Cat,*  is  the  Second  of  the  Third 
book  of  the  '  Pancha-tantra  * ;  the  Seventh  Persian  story,  of  *  the  Pious 
Man  who  was  cheated  out  of  a  Sheep  by  confederate  Eogues,*  is  the  Third 
of  the  Third  book  of  the  *  Pancha-tantra,*  and  the  Tenth  of  the  Fourth  book 
of  the  '  Hitopadesha ' ;  the  Eighth  Persian  story,  that  of  '  the  Merchant's 
Wife  and  the  Thief,*  is  the  Eighth  of  the  Third  book  of  the  *  Pancha-tantra* ; 
the  Ninth  Persian  story,  *  the  Thief  and  the  Demon  who  went  to  rob  the 
Eecluse,'  is  the  Ninth  of  the  *  Pancha-tantra  * ;    the  Tenth  Persian  story, 

*  the  Carpenter  and  his  artful  Wife,*  is  the  Eleventh  of  the  Third  book 
of  the  'Pancha-tantra,*  and  the  Seventh  of  the  Third  book  of  the 
'  Hitopadesha  * ;  the  Twelfth  Persian  story,  *  the  Mouse  that  was  changed 
into  a  girl,*  is  the  TweKth  of  the  Third  book  of  the  '  Pancha-tantra,*  and 
the  Sixth  of  the  Fourth  book  of  the  *  Hitopadesha  * ;  the  Thirteenth  Persian 
Story,  '  the  Snake  and  the  Frogs,*  is  the  Fifteenth  of  the  Third  book  of  the 
'  Pancha-tantra,*  and  the  Twelfth  of  the  Fourth  book  of  the  *  Hitopadesha.* 

The  Fifth  book  is  borrowed  from  the  Fourth  of  the  *  Pancha-tantra.* 
The  First  Persian  story  corresponds  to  the  opening  of  the  same  book  in 
Sanskrit ;  the  Third  Persian  story  of  '  the  Ass  without  Heart  and  Ears,*  is 
the  Second  of  the  Fourth  book  of  the  *  Pancha-tantra.*  Though  the  general 
plot  of  this  book  is  borrowed  from  the  Sanskrit,  it  differs  in  all  except  outline, 
and  is  nowise  inferior  to  it,  but,  on  the  whole,  may  be  pronounced  the  very 
best  of  all  the  fourteen  books  into  which  the  '  Anvar-i  Suhailf  *  is  divided. 
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The  outline  is  simple,  natural,  and  well  preserved;  and  the  stories  ^re 
vigorous  and  amusing. 

The  Sixth  hook  is  horrowed  from  the  Fifth  hook  of  the  '  Fancha- 
tantra.'  The  First  Persian  story,  of  'the  Devotee  and  the  Ichneumon,' 
corresponds  to  the  Second  story  of  the  said  Sanskrit  hook;  the  Second 
Persian  story  is  the  Ninth  of  the  Fifth  book  of  the  *  Pancha-tantra,*  and  the 
Eighth  of  the  Fourth  book  of  the  *  Hitopadesha.'  This  is  also  an  excellent 
book,  and  decidedly  among  the  best  of  the  fourteen. 

The  Seventh  book  is  said  by  Stewart  to  correspond  to  the  Third  book  of 
the  ' Pancha- tantra,'  and  I  have  inserted  his  remark;  but  on  reference,  I 
cannot  find  any  agreement,  and  none  of  the  stories  are  alike. 

In  the  rest  of  the  Books  I  can  trace  no  connection  with  the  Sanskrit. 
The  Ninth  and  the  Twelfth  are  decidedly  the  dullest  and  worst  written, 
especially  the  latter^  the  plot  of  which  is  childish,  ridiculous,  and  luinatural, 
and  fuHl  of  the  most  extravagant  metaphors  and  conceits. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  the  comparison  which  has  been  made,  that  the  first 
Seven  books,  forming  rather  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  work,  have 
been  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  borrowed  frx)m  the  Sanskrit,  and  chiefly  from 
the  '  Pancha-tantra.'  It  is  also  Gcom  the  *  Pancha-tantra '  that  translations 
have  been  made  into  most  of  the  vernacular  dialects  of  India,  such  as  Gujarathf, 
Mardthf,  Braj-Bhasha,  Bengdlf,  etc.  It  may  be  here  remarked  that  the 
'Pancha-tantra'  has  been  generally  supposed  to  be  of  an  age  anterior  to 
the  'Hitopadesha.'  Of  course  the  question  does  not  admit  of  proof;  but  on 
perusing  the  former  book  immediately  after  the  latter,  it  would  seem  that 
the  *  Hitopadesha '  is  the  older  of  the  two,  as  well  from  the  style  as  from 
the  greater  amplification  of  the  subjects  in  the  '  Pancha-tantra.'  Be  that, 
however,  as  it  may,  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  larger  portion  of  the  '  Anv4r-i 
Suhaili '  has  been  borrowed  from  one  or  other  of  these  Sanskrit  works,  and 
it  is  unnecessary  to  proceed  to  isolated  expressions  or  general  reasons  for 
establishing  the  identity.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
many  of  the  stories  which  are  of  purely  Persian  origin,  though  somewhat 
different  in  character,  are  in  no  degree  inferior  to  those  taken  from  the 
the  Sanskrit.     Thus  the  story  of  '  the  Oardener  and  the  Nightingale,'  the 
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Nineteenth  of  the  First  book ;  that  of  '  the  Fainter  and  his  Mistress/  the 

Seventh  of  the  Second  book ;  of  *  the  Thief  and  the  Monkey/  the  Second  of 

the  Fifth  book ;  of  *  the  Fanner's  Wife/  the  Second  of  the  Seventh  book . 

> 

and  of  'the  Farmer  and  the  Purse   of  Grold/  in  the  Fourteenth  book,    are 
equal  to  any  of  the  stories  in  the  '  Hitopadesha'  or  '  Pancha-tantra.* 

Having  said  thus  much  of  the  '  Anvar-i  Suhailf '  itself,  and  of  its 
Sanskrit  originals,  it  remains  that  some  notice  be  taken  of  the  Translations 
which  have  been  made  into  other  languages,  and  of  which  the  Baron 
D£  Sact  has  given  a  full  account  in  the  '  M^moire  Historique '  prefixed  to  his 
edition  of  Calila  et  Dimna.*  This  profound  scholar  is  of  opinion,  that, 
after  the  physician  Burzuyah  had  brought  the  works  of  which  the  '  Anvar-i 
Suhailf  is  an  expansion,  into  Persia  (see  p.  6  of  this  transktion)  during 
the  reign  of  Niishfrwan ;  they  were  immediately  translated  into  Pahlavf, 
under  the  same  reign,  that  is,  circa  A.D.  570.  This  version  perished, 
no  doubt,  in  the  invasion  of  the  Arabs.  At  least,  no  copy  has  yet  been 
discovered. 

The  Arabic  translation  of  ^Abdu'Udh  bin  Al-Mukajfa 

was   made  by  the  person  whose  name  it  bears,  under  the  second  Khalif 
of  the  'Abbdsls,  Mansur,  (see  p.  7  of  this  translation)  between  the  years 
136—158    of   the  Hijrah.      This   'Abdu'llah    bin  Al-Mukaff'a    (wrongly 
called  by  many,  Al-Mukann'a,  as  at  p.   7  of  this  translation)  was  bom 
in  Persia,  and  was,  until  converted,  by  religion,  a  Fire- worshiper.      His 
father,  who  was  collector  of  taxes  in  'Ir^k,  imder  Hajjaj  bin  Yusuf,  ha 
been  guilty  of  extortion,  and  was,  therefore,  put  to  the  torture,  and  h 
hand  remaining  shrunken  in  consequence,  he  got  the  name  of  Al-Mukaff' 
i.e.,  *  he  that  has  shriveled  hands.'     He  was  put  to  death  by  the  Gover 
of  Basrah,  in  accordance  with  a  secret  order  despatched  to  him  by  Mansu 

Of  the  Greek  version  oj  Simeon  Seth. 

This  was  made  towards  the  close  of  the  eleventh  century,  by 
of  the  Emperor  Alexis  Comnenes.  It  is  chiefly  remarkable  fr 
substitution  of  Greek  proper  names  for  the  Oriental  ones.     Thus, 
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of  the   rats  is   Ciilled   TparyXoSiJTi;?,  and   three   rats,   his   counsellors,   are 
termed  Tvpo<f>ar/o^,  Kpeofiopo^y  and  ^O0ovo^arfo<;. 

Of  the  Hebrew  version  attributed  to  the  Rabbi  Jotl. 

IS'othing  certain  is  known  of  the  Translator.  The  version  contains  two 
additional  Chapters,  the  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth,  the  former  of  which, 
being  the  story  of  '  the  Two  Swans  and  the  Duck,*  was  found  by  M.  de  Sacy 
in  one  Arabic  MS. :  the  latter,  or  the  story  of  '  the  Dove  and  the  Fox,* 
he  was  unable  to  discover  in  any  Arabic  version. 

Omitting  a  Syriac  version  doubtfully  mentioned  by  M.  de  Sacy,  and  of 
which  nothing  certain  is  known;  we  come  next  to 

Riidakis  Persian  Versimi 

(See  p.  7  of  this  translation).  This  poet,  called  also  Ustad  Abu'l  Hasan,  was 
bom  blind,  and  flourished  at  the  court  of  Sultan  Nasr  bin  Ahmad,  the  third 
prince  of  the  Samanides,  who,  it  is  said,  presented  him  with  80,000  dirams 
for  his  metrical  version,  which,  however,  seems  not  to  have  survived  to 
modem  times. 

Of  the  Persian  version  of  Abiil  Jfadli  NasruHldh. 

This  was  executed  (see  p.  8  of  this  translation)  by  command  of  Bahram 
Shah,  thirteenth  sultan  of  the  Ghaznivites,  who  died  A.D.  1151.  It  is  filled 
ynih  Arabic  quotations,  and  difficult  and  obsolete  words ;  and  its  reputation 
has  been  entirely  lost  sight  of  in  the  blaze  of  the  more  elegant  version 
executed  by  Husain  Va'iz.  As  enough  has  already  been  said  of  the  latter,  we 
have  only  further  to  observe  that  it  was  made  about  the  beginning  of  the 
15  th  century,  and  proceed  to  notice 

The  more  tnodem  Persian  version,  called  *  'Ii/dr-i  Danish,' 

This  was  made  by  the  celebrated  Abu'1-Fazl,  vazir  of  the  renowned 
Akbar.  His  intention  was  to  simplify  the  translation  of  Husain  Va'iz,  and 
render  it  more  intelligible.  He  further  introduced  two  Chapters  which 
Husain  Va'iz  had  retrenched.  Of  these  the  one  is  the  Preface  or  Introduction 
of  the  Arabic  translator,  *Abdu'114h  bin  Al-Mukaffa ;  and  the  other  is  the  life 
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of  Barzuyali  before  his  journuy  to  India  to  procure  the  Fables.  Abu*l  Fazl 
seems  to  have  fallen  into  the  ciTor  common  to  many  others,  of  supposing  that 
Buzurjmihr,  the  Grand  Yazir  of  Nush(rwan,  and  not  Burzuyah,  was  the 
Pahlavf  translator  of  the  book.  M.  de  Saoy  has  proved,  however,  that  this  is 
not  the  case. 

Mr.  Colebrooke  says  of  this  version,   *  The  *  'lyar-i  Danish  *  comprises 
sixteen  chapters,  ten  of  which,  as  Abu*l  Fazl  states  in  his  preface,  were 
taken  from  the  Hindi  original,  entitled  '  Kartak  and  Damnak,*  and  six  were 
added  by  Buzuijmihr ;  namely,  the  four  last,  containing  stories  recited  by 
the  Brahman  Bidp4(  in  answer  to  the  questions  of  King  Ddbishlfm;  and 
the  two  first,  consisting  of  a   preface  by  Buzuijmihr,  with  an  introduction 
by  Burzuyah.      Both  these  introductory  chapters  had    been   omitted  by 
Husain  Y4'i^,  as  foreign  to  the  original  work :  but  he  substituted  a  different 
beginning,  and  made  other  additions,  some  of  which  are  indicated  by  him, 
and  the  rest  are  pointed    out   by  Abu'l   Fazl;    who    has,   nevertheless^ 
retained  them  as  appendages  not  devoid  of  use,  and  therefore  admissible 
in  a  composition  intended  solely  to  convey  moral  instruction.     The  whole 
of  the  dramatic  part,  including  all  the  dialogue  between  D4bishlfm,  King 
of  India,  and  Bidpai,  a  Brahman  of  Sadindfp,  as  well  as  the  finding  ol 
Hushang's  legacy,  appears  to  have  been  added  by  the  translators,  although 
the  appellations  of  the  king  and  of  the  philosopher,  are  stated  to  be 
Indian  origin.      For   Abu'l   Fazl  has  inserted  the   story   at  the  close 
the   second   chapter;    after  expressly  declaring,    in    one    place,   that    f 
substance  of  the  work  begins  with   the  third;    and  in  another,  that 
two  first  were  added  by  the  author  of  the  Pahlavf  translation.' 

0/the  Urdu  version,  entitled  Kfiirad-Afruz,  or,  *The  Illuminator  off 

Understanding,* 

This  is  a  close  Hindustani  translation  of  the  '  'lyar-i  Danish,'  and  we 
A.D.  1803,  by  Maulavi   Hafizud-din,  for  the  use  of  the   College 
William,  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Qilchrist.     It  is  written  in  got 
language,  and  is  a  very  useful  book  for  students.     The  editor  was 
Thomas  Roebuck,  a  scholar  of  extraordinary  industry  and  ability, 


xl ,   Unlu  literature  is  much  indebted.     This  translation  obtained  the  highest 
It  ■  pecuniary  reward  ever  bestowed  at  the  College. 

0/  the    Turkish   Version,  called   *  HumdyLn   Ndmah ;'  or,  *  Imperial  Book.* 

This  was  made  in  the  first  half  of  the  tenth  century  of  the  Hijrah, 
under  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Sulaiman  I.,  by  'Ali  Chalabf  bin  Salih, 
Professor  at  Adrianople,  in  the  College  founded  by  Murad  II.  It  is  a 
close  translation  of  the  *Anvar-i  Suhailf/  but  when  the  Persian  verses 
are   obscure,   they  are  often  suppressed,   and  Turkish   verses   substituted. 

There  are  some  other  Turkish  versions,  and  amongst  them  a  poetical 
one  by  Jamali. 

Of  European  versions. 

The    Hebrew  version  was  translated  into   Latin  by  John  of  Capua, 
towards  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and   published  under  the  title 
of  'Directorium  Humanee  Vitae,   alias   Parabole  Antiquorum  Sapientum;' 
and   from    it   several    Italian,    Spanish,    and    German    translations    were 
made.      An    Italian   imitation  of   the    '  Directorium,'    ascribed   to   Doni, 
was  translated   into    English,   and    printed  in    1570.      A    Greek  version 
(perhaps  that  of   Sethus)  from  the  Arabic,  was  edited  in   1697,  with   a 
Latin  interpretation,  by  Starkius.     In  French,  a  part  of  the  Fables  appeared 
in  .1644,  under  the  title  of  '  Le  Livre  des  Lumieres  (Anvar-i  Suhaili)  on  la 
Conduite  des  Eoyes ; '  the  translator  is  named  David  Said,  of  Isfahan.     The 
work  was,  however,  little  known  in  Europe,  till  Galland,  the  French  translator 
of  the  'Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments,'  undertook  a  version  of  the  first 
four  chapters  from  the  Turkish  of  'AH  Chalabf.     The  remaining  ten  chapters 
were  afterwards  supplied  by  Cardonne,  Professor  of  the  Persian  Language 
at  the  Eoyal  College  of  Paris,  from  the  same  original,  as  appears  by  the 
title  '  Contes  et  Fables  Indiennes  de  Bidpai  et  de  Lokman,  traduites  d'Ali 
Tchelebi  ben   Saleh,  auteur  Turc'      The  English  work,  'Instructive  and 
Entertaining  Fables  of  Pilpay,  an  ancient  Indian  Philosopher,'  of  which 
a  fifth  edition  was  published  in  1775,  is  said  to  have  been  taken  from 
another    French    translation,   which    was    made  frx>m    the    Persian    and 
published  in  1709. 

b 
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It  only  remidns  that  a  few  words  be  said  of  the  present  translation.*    It  is 

perhaps  the  only  version  of  the  whole  of  Husain  Va'iz's  work  which  prc tends 

to  exact  faithfulness.     The  Preface  and  the  Pirst  book  are  much  more  literal 

than  the  remaining  parts,  and  this  greater  scrupulousness  at  the  beginning  is 

intended  for  the  benefit  of  students.     Iso  difficulty  has  been  intentionally 

slurred  over,  and  though  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  many  mistakes  will  be 

found  in  so  long  a  work,  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  indulgently  viewed ; 

and  that  the  labor,  at  leasts  which  has  been  expended  upon  the  translation, 

more   especiaDy  upon  the  Verses,  which  amount  to  between  five  and  six 

thousand,  will  be  appreciated.   In  fact  a  few  words  of  approbation  are  the  only 

encouragement  that  either  the  Translator  or  the  Publisher  can  look  for ;  as, 

80  little  suited  are  Oriental  works  in  general  to  the  European  palate  that,  to 

use  the  words  of  Husain  Va'iz  (in  a  somewhat  different  sense),  they  would 

make 

*  The  market  of  Egyptian  Joseph  flat.' 


EDWAllD  B.  EASTWICK. 

Haileyhuryy  September  28M,  1864. 


'  In  some  words  I  have  adopted  Webster's  system  of  spelling.  Thus,  in  the  words 
*  honor,  color,  favor,  odor,*  and  their  dcriyatives,  I  have  uniformly  rejected  the  *u' ;  as  also 
the  second  *  1 '  in  such  words  as  'jeweler,  traveler,'  etc. ;  and  in  the  past  participles  of 
verbs  not  having  the  accent  on  the  final  syllable,  such  as  '  traveled.' 
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With  reference  to  Note  4,  page  546,  on  re-perusing  the  lines  to  which  they  refer,  I  see 
that  the  literal  translation  will  he,  *  From  the  veritahle  to  the  imitator  there  are  [great] 
differences  :  the  former  is  like  David  and  the  latter  is  rust.'  David  is  said  to  have  heen  an 
armourer,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  Eur'rin ;  See  Sale,  p.  248, 1.  20.  The  sense  here  given  to 
9add  is  unusual. 

The  Note  at  page  600  is  wrongly  placed,  and  refers  to  the  word  '  raised,'  in  line  2  of 
page  601. 


IN  THE  NASCB  OF  THE  MOST  MEOCIPUL  AND   C03CPASSI0NATB    OOD I 
O  OOD  !   AID  THIS  WO&K  AND  BRINO  IT  TO  A  FOBTUNATE  CONCLUSION  ! 


PREFACE.     6j    fiu4CiA^  *^ 


The  Lord,  the  Absolutely  Wise*  [May  his  wisdom  be  glorified!]  the  glad 
tributes  of  whose  praise  and  adoration  flow  on  and  circulate  upon  the  tongues 
of  all  created  beings,  both  high  and  low,  according  to  the  saying,  *  And  there 
is  nothing  which  does  not  celehrate  his  praise  ; ' '  and  the  benefits  of  the  tables 
of  whose  infinite  £^yours,  in  accordance  with  the  enduring  rule,  '  And  He 
hestowed- on  each  thing  creation,  and  then  guidance,*^  pervade  and  extend 
through  the  collective  parts  of  all  creatures  both  in  heaven  and  earth ; 

YBBSE. 

Secret-teacher  of  the  reason  that  can  measure  subtleties ! 
Giver  of  perceptive  powers  to  the  spirits  of  the  wise ! 
Gem-bestower,  Thou !  of  knowledge  too  refined  for  grosser  sight. 
Gradual  back  to  day  Thou  bringcst  the  decreasing  shades  of  night. 

in  His  Word  ancient  and  venerable,  and  in  His  Book  deserving  of  precedence 
and  reverence,  addressed*  the  Lord — the  Asylum  of  prophecy,  the  Sultan  of 
the  throne,  *  I  have  with  God^^  the  knower  of  mysteries,  according  to  the 
words,  ^  And  He  taught  thee  that  thou  didst  not  Icnow,^  the  lucidly  eloquent, 
as  it  is  said,  ^  I  am  the  most  eloqttent  of  Arabs  and  Persians,*^ 

BIBTICHS. 

From  past  eternity  to  th'  unending  future  'tis 
Muhammad's  name  that  gilds  whatever  is. 
Sole  lamp  is  he,  whence  beams  of  radiance  shine, 
In  him  Creation's  splendours  all  combine. 


*  Twelve  lines  in  the  Persian  separate  the  verb  farmiidahy  'addressed,'  (1.  16),  from  its 
nominative  hazrat  hakim^  *  the  Lord,  the  Absolutely  Wise,'  (line  1). 

2  See  Kur'&n,  Mar.,  eh.  xvii.  44 ;  Sale,  p.  213, 1.  19:  'The  seven  heavens  praise  Him, 
and  the  earth,  and  all  who  are  therein  :  neitner  is  there  anything  which  doth  not  celebrate 
His  praise.' 

3  Kur'&n,  Mar.,  ch.  xx.  46;  Sale,  p.  237, 1.  24  :  'Pharaoh  said,  Who  is  your  Lord,  O 
Moses  ?  He  answered.  Our  Lord  is  he  who  hath  created  all  things ;  he  hath  created  them, 
and  directeth  them  by  his  Providence.'  There  is  a  slight  variation,  it  will  be  seen,  in  the 
reading  of  this  as  quoted  above. 

*  This  quotation  is  ^ven  more  fully  in  the  Gulist&n,  chapter  ii.  story  9,  as  follows,  '  I 
have  a  season  with  God,  in  which  neither  ministering  angel  nor  any  prophet  that  has  been 
sent,  can  vie  with  me.' 

»  This  is  a  quotation  from  the  Kur'&n,  Fliigel,  ch.  iv.  113 ;  Mar.,  112 ;  Sale,  p.  69, 1. 16. 
The  passage  is  as  follows,  *  God  hath  sent  down  unto  thee  (the  Prophet)  the  book  of  the 
Kur'&n,  and  wisdom,  and  hath  taught  thee  that  which  thou  knewest  not ;  for  the  favour  of 
(jod  hath  been  great  to  thee.' 

^  I  conjecture  this  quotation  to  be  a  Hadis,  as  I  am  unable  to  find  it  in  the  Kur'&n. 
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On  him  he  the  blessings  and  benedictions  of  Ood,  and  on  his  offspring^  and  on 
his  imtnediate  companions,  and  on  his  followers,  and  on  those  who  trace  up  to 
him! — ^with  reference  to  the  guidance  of  those  who  study  the  subjects  of 
discipleship,^  and  the  protection  of  those  who  seek  the  objects  of  advantage' 
— ^in  the  manner  following  :  and  pointed  out  to  that  Teacher  of  wisdom  (of 
whom  it  is  said,  '  One  mighty  in  power  taught  him^y  the  path  of  instruction 
for  the  candidates  of  the  school  of  manners,  and  the  way  of  information  and 
the  method  of  improving  the  understanding  of  the  students  of  the  college 
of  industry  and  research,  after  this  fashion,  '  Invite  to  the  path  of  thy  Lord 
with  discretion  and  with  gracious  exhortations.^^  The  meaning  of  these  words 
of  happy  tendency  is  as  follows : — '  0  Summoner  of  mankind  to  the  tables 
of  the  benefits  of  wise  counsel  and  salvation,  and  O  Guide  of  men  to  the  paths 
of  welfare  of  the  present  existence  and  of  the  world  to  which  all  return !  ^ 
invite  my  servants  to  the  right  way  discreetly,  and  direct  my  adorers  with 
kind  admonitions  from  the  gulf'  of  sensual  desire  to  the  garden  of  God^s 
favour ;  since  it  is  not  possible  to  discipline  the  headstrong  appetites  save  by 
the  lash  of  wisdom,  nor  can  the  sensual  temperaments  be  brought  to  reason 
but  by  salutary  admonition ;  according  as  it  has  been  said,  '  Hadst  thou  been 
severe  of  heart,  they  would  have  been  scattered,^  ^ 

VEB8E. 

Each  horse-tamer,  who  would  vanquish  the  unbroken,  fiery  steed, 
Must  the  young  colt  first  with  kindness,  and  with  gentle  measures  lead : 
Fury  will  but  stir  the  courser  to  more  headlong  heat ;  and  so, 
From  the  rider's  want  of  spirit,  steeds  will  dull  and  sluggish  grow. 

Just  as  the  taming  of  horses  new  to  the  bridle  is,  without  observing  the 
niceties  of  gentle  management,  impracticable ;  so,  to  reduce  to  submission  the 
passions  of  the  many — who,  in  consequence  of  brutish  and  ferine*  violence 
having  got  the  mastery  over  their  natures,  have  fed  without  prohibition  or 


^  Obseire  here  a  good  specimen  of  the  verbiage  so  admired  by  the  Persians. 

'  The  verb,  khitdb  farmiidah  properly  comes  here,  but  I  have  been  obliged  to  take 
it  several  lines  earlier  to  connect  the  sense  better. 

3  This  is  a  quotation  from  the  Eur'&n,  ch.  liii.  15 ;  Sale,  p.  387, 1. 15 :  *  By  the  star  when 
it  setteth,  your  companion  Muhammad  erreth  not,  nor  is  he  led  astray :  neither  doth  he 
speak  of  his  own  wiU.  It  is  no  other  than  a  revelation,  which  hath  been  revealed  unto  him. 
One  mighty  in  power,  endued  with  understanding,  taught  it  him ;  and  he  appeared  in  the 
highest  part  of  the  horizon.' 

*■  Kur'&n,  Fliigel,  ch.  xri.  126 ;  Mar.,  125 ,  Sale,  p.  208,  hist  line  of  text :  '  Inrite  men 
unto  the  way  of  thy  Lord  by  wisdom  and  mild  exhortation ;  and  dispute  with  them  in  the 
most  condescending  manner ;  for  thy  Lord  well  knoweth  him  who  strayeth  from  his  path, 
and  he  well  knoweth  those  who  are  rightly  directed.' 

^  Here  seven  words  are  used  in  translating  nu^dd. 

<  At  page  4,  L  3,  in  the  edition  of  1851,  hdwiyah-i  should  be  read  for  hddiyah^i, 

"^  Kur'&n,  Fl.,  ch.  iii.  153 ;  Mar.,  160 ;  Sale,  p.  30, 1. 14  :  <  And  as  to  the  mercy  granted 
uuto  the  disobedient  from  God,  thou,  0  Muhammad !  hast  been  mild  towards  them,  but  if 
thou  hadst  been  severe  and  haid-hearted  they  had  surely  separated  themselves  from  about 
thee.' 

^  Saba*i  signifies  *  belonging  to  a  9a/vagc  beast,'  opposed  to  hahimi,  '  of  any  animal.' 
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repulse  in  the  pasture-ground,  '  Leave  them  that  they  may  eat  and  enjoy  them- 
idveSy  ^  and  wlio  have  not  experienced  the  bridle  of  the  check  from  forbidden 
things,  and  the  lash  of  the  commandment  [to  do]  what  is  right — ^will,  with- 
out the  application  of  preliminary  prudent  measures,  be  in  like  manner 
impossible  ; 

COUPLET. 

Wifldom  can  solye  things  difficult,  and  bring  To  the  expectant  heart  each  wished-for  thing. 
and  [it  is  said]  *He  who  has  received  wisdom,  verily  he  has  received  a  great  good'  ^ 

COUPLBT. 

Seek  wisdom,  study  greatness,  that  men  aye        May  note  thy  morrow  happier  than  to-day.^ 

The  'gracious  exhortation'  spoken  of  in  the  enjoined  invitation  is  declared  to 
be  a  discourse*  of  such  a  nature  that  the  hearer  is  made  aware'  that  it  is 
purely  wholesome  counsel  and  essentially  benign  and  clement,  and  they  say 
that  'gracious  exhortation'  is  speech  of  such  a  comprehensive  description  that 
each  one  of  those  who  hear  may  derive  benefit  from  it,  in  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  his  capacity  and  aptitude.  Such  is  the  exhortation  of  the  Kur'dn, 
and  the  advice  [contained  in]  the  sacred  book,*  which  comprehends  both 
exoteric  and  esoteric  kinds  [of  knowledge],  and  contains  all  mysteries  reli- 
gious and  mundane,  and  from  the  words  and  meaning  of  which  every  one, 
whether  reader  or  hearer,  according  to  his  degree,  reaps  advantage,  and  *  to 
it  the  speaker  aUttdesJ 

COUPLET. 

The  young  spring  of  its  loTeliness  makes  soul  and  spirit  fresh ;  "^ 
Its  scent  delights  the  pious,  and  its  hue  enchants  the  flesh. 

And  this  kind  of  speech  has  been  poured  out  and  sent  down  on  not  even  one 
of  the  greatest  prophets,  except  our  Prophet  (May  blessing  and  peace  be  upon 
him!);  nay,  it  is  the  distinctive  privilege  of  His  Holiness,  the  seal  of 
prophecy^ ;  as  he  (The  hUssing  and  peace  of  God  he  upon  him  I  J,  indicated  in 
this,  '  I  have  received  the  Alheomprehensive  Words^i*  and,  inasmuch  as  sincerity 
of  obedience  is  a  cause  of  inheriting  special  intimacy  with  God,  and  productive 
of  the  verification  of  relationship  to  Him,  assuredly  the  minds  of  a  select 
number  of  His  great  people  (who  are  characterised  by  the  mark,  '  Te  are  the 


*  Kur'&n,  Fl.,  ch.  xr.  3 ;  Mar.,  4;  Sale,  p.  194, 1.  13  :  *  The  time  may  come  when  the 
unbelievers  shall  wish  that  they  had  been  Muslims.  Suffer  them  to  eat  and  enjoy  themselves 
in  this  world ;  and  let  hope  entertain  them .  but  they  shall  hereafter  know  their  folly. 

^  Kur'&n,  ch.  ii.  270 ;  Sale^  p.  30, 1.  28 :  '  He  giveth  wisdom  unto  whom  he  pleaseth; 
and  he  unto  whom  wisdom  is  given,  hath  received  much  good ;  but  none  will  consider  except 
the  wise  of  heart.' 

3  The  Bombay  lithographed  ed.  reads  hih-^ardad  for  the  bih-niffarand  of  the  ed.  of  1851. 

*  SuHani-rd  gdyand  for  auf^an  ast  kih  gkyand, 

^  lit., '  It  does  not  remain  concealed  from  the  hearer.' 

<  Ikurhdny  a  name  given  to  the  Kur'&n  as  discriminating  right  from  wrong,  truth  from 
fidsehood. 

7  For  tdzah  the  lithographed  edition  reads  zindah. 

*  This  is  a  title  of  Muhammad.  *  Jawdm'iU'l'kalimf  a  name  for  the  Kur'&n. 

B  2 
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beat  nation  that  hath  been  raised  up  unto  mankind*  Vi  ^^^^  become  tlic  recipients 
of  the  lights  of  the  most  resplendent  rays  of  that  universality  [of  knowledge] 
the  borrowing  of  which  may  be  [afltoied  to  be]  from  the  niche  of  the  high 
prophetical  office  of  that  holy  person';  and  hence  they  consider  that  to  be 
perfect  discourse,  in  the  survey  of  the  beauty  of  the  meaning  of  which,  the 
eye  of  the  superficial  observers  derives  benefit  from  the  words,  and  is 
irradiated  by  the  expressions ;  while  the  nostril  of  the  esoteric  examiners  is 
perfumed  by  the  sweet  odours  of  the  truths  and  niceties  which  are  discover- 
able under  its  external  sense ;  so  that  each  individual,  in  proportion  to  his 
capacity,  has  derived  a  share  from  its  table  of  unlimited  advantages. 

HEXIBTICH. 

No  seeker  passes  from  it  uncontcnt. 
And,  fr^m  the  tenor  of  these  premises,  it  is  understood  that  the  more  the  &ce 
of  each  word  is  adorned  with  the  soft  down  and  mole'  of  knowledge,  and  the 
more  the  cheek  of  each  advice  is  embellished  with  the  cosmetic  of  universal 
wisdom,  so  much  the  more  is  the  heart  of  true  lovers  inclined  to  survey  its 
adornments/ 

COUPLET. 

The  more  each  one  is  lovely  'mid  the  fair,  The  more  the  gaze  of  all  is  centred  there. 

And  of  the  many  treatises,*  the  foundations  of  whose  composition  are  [laid]  on 
the  questions  of  philosophy ;  and  of  the  multitude  of  books,  the  rules  of  whose 
arrangement  are  so  grounded,  and  which  comprise  the  auspicious  things  of 
advice ;  the  book  of  KalHah  and  Damnah^  is  one  which  the  philosophers  of 
Hind  have  composed  in  a  peculiar  style,  and  the  methods  of  whose  compre- 
hensive knowledge  the  Brdhmans,  who  are  adorned  with  the  bright  rays  of 
learning,  have  arranged  in  a  special  manner,  and  have  combined  with  one 
another  philosophy  and  merriment  and  mirth ;  and,  having  disposed  the  form 
of  the  narrative  in  tales,  on  account  of  the  bias  of  most  dispositions  to  them, 
have  recounted  the  stories  and  fiibles  by  the  tongues  of  wild  beasts  and 
animals  and  birds,  and  in  the  body  of  them  have  interwoven  a  variety  of  wise , 
rules  and  salutary  counsels,  so  that  the  sage  may  peruse  them  with  a  view  to 
profit,  and  the  ignorant  person  may  read  them  for  recreation  and  the  [amuse- 
ment of  the]  romance,  and  that  the  lecturing  on  them  may  be  easy  to  the 


*  Kttr*&n,  ch.  iii.  110  ;  Sale,  p.  45, 1.  18  :  *  Ye  are  the  best  nation  that  hath  been  raised 
np  unto  mankind ;  ye  command  that  which  is  just  and  ye  forbid  that  which  is  unjust,  and  ye 
believe  in  God.* 

'  That  is,  Muhammad. 

3  This  is  a  constant  image  with  Persian  poets.  The  mole  on  the  face  is  as  prized  as  it 
was  in  England  some  eighty  years  ago,  when  it  was  represented  by  a  black  patch. 

*  Julwahdiy  pi.  of  Juitoaty  ^  the  adorning  of  a  bride.' 

^  The  lithographed  edition  reads  azjumlah-i  kutub  for  az  Jumlah-i  rasdil,  and  the  former 
where  the  latter  occurs  in  the  edition  of  1851. 

«  The  Persian  Dictionary  of  Professor  Johnson  gives  Dimnahy  but  I  have  always  heard 
the  word  called  Damnah,  an^  from  the  fact  of  its  being  written  Damnak  in  Mur^thl,  Gujr&thi, 
and  other  languages,  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  latter  pronunciation  correct. 
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teacher  and  the  recollection  of  them  to  the  student :  and,  in  point  of  fact^ 
that  enlightened  hook  is  an  orchard,  the  hranches  of  the  hidden  meanings  of 
which  are  made  hright  with  the  flowers  *And  therein  shall  they  enjoy  whatever 
their  smUs  shall  desire,  and  whatever  their  eyes  shall  delight  in,  ^  and  the 
environs  of  the  rose-garden  of  which  are  aromatised  and  perfumed  with  the 
gentle  hreezes  of  [the  verse]  *  What  eye  hath  not  seen  nor  ear  heardJ 

DI8TICHS. 

Each  maxim  there  a  blossom  is  more  bright — 
More  dazzling — ^than  the  insect  lamp  of  night.' 
Its  words  youth's  gracefulness  and  freshness  shew, 
With  meanings  fraught  which  like  life's  waters  flow. 

And  the  gushipg  over  of  that  fountain  of  truths  and  sage  meanings  is  to  this 
degree,  that,  from  the  heginning  of  the  display  [of  creation]  to  this  time,  it 
has  in  every  age  conferred  benefit  on  the  students  of  the  assembly  of  disciple- 
ship  and  the  apt  scholars  of  the  convention  of  felicity,  and  the  garment  of 
the  following  beautiful  verses  is  a  graceful  and  becoming  robe  of  honour  on 
the  lofty  stature  of  this  book : 

VEB8S. 

Its  form  is  fringe  like  to  the  robe  of  joy'  and  happiness, 
Its  sense  the  gem  that  decks  the  ring  of  fortune  and  success  : 
While  frt)m  its  verses'  tinted  cheek  love's  wiles  and  witchcrafts  beam, 
Its  diction's  labyrinthine' curls  like  musky  ringlets  seem. 

And  that  sage  of  luminous  mind,  the  Brahman  Bfdpdf ,  composed  this  book  in 
the  Hindi  tongue,  in  the  name  of  the  world-adorning  Hindu  sovereign 
babishlfm,  who  was  the  ruler  of  several  countries  of  Hindustan  ;  and,  perhaps, 
in  the  commencement  of  the  exordium  some  portion  is  on  this  account  inserted 
by  the  pen  of  narration,  and  the  said  ^age  has  founded  his  discourse  on  exhorta- 
tions, in  order  that  in  the  government  of  their  subjects,  and  in  the  expansion  of 
the  carpet  of  justice,  and  in  clemency,  and  in  educating  and  maintaining  the 
fathers  of  the  state,^  and  in  repelling  and  opposing  the  enemies  of  the  realm, 
it  might  prove  of  service  to  rulers ;  and  Dabishlim  made  this  book  the  pole- 
star^  of  his  wishes  and  the  pillar  of  his  designs,  and  with  the  key  of  the 
perusal  of  this  [volume]  he  always  opened  •  the  doors  of  the  solution  of 
difficulties  and  unveiled  knotty  points,  and  in  his  time  this  precious  jewel 
was  hid  from  the  sight  of  every  one,  like  a  peerless  gem  in  the  cabinet  of  its 


^  Kur'&n,  ch.  xliv. ;  Sale,  p.  364, 1.  20:  *  Enter  ye  into  paradise,  ye  and  your  wives, 
with  great  joy.  Dishes  of  gold  shall  be  carried  round  iinto  them,  and  cups  without  handles ; 
and  therein  snail  they  enjoy  whatever  their  souls  shall  desire,  and  whatever  their  eyes  shall 
delight  in.' 

2  The  firefly  is  called  the  Mhab  chirdgh,  <  night-lamp,'  but  the  same  word  may  also  mean 
*  a  carbuncle,'  or  *  a  glow-worm.' 

3  This  is  a  good  specimen  of  absurd  and  strained  metaphor — *  The  form  of  the  book  \a 
like  the  fringe  of  the  robe  of  happiness.' 

^  That  is,  The  nobles.  ^  Lit.,  The  point  to  which  the  face  is  turned  in  prayer. 

*  Lit.,  Made  the  opening. 
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cell,  and  like  a  ruby  of  Badakhshdn,  shewed  not  its  &ce  from  the  recess 
of  the  mine  save  after  a  thousand  toils ;  ^  and  after  him  each  one  of  his 
descendants  and  kinsmen  who  succeeded  him  on  the  imperial  throne  trod  the 
same  path  and  exerted  himself  to  conceal  it ;  and,  notwithstanding  all  this 
excessive  caution,  the  fragrant  breath  of  the  excellencies  of  this  book  had 
fiUcd  the  regions  of  the  world  with  odour,  like  the  borders  of  a  rose-garden ; 
and  the  musk-scattering  bag  of  its  yirtues  caused  the  nostrils  of  the  diligent 
inquirers'  after  the  odours  of  history  and  tradition  to  be  scented  with 
ambergris. 

VSR8S. 

Like  musk  ia  moral  worth ;  from  sight  concealed,  'Tis  by  its  odour  to  the  sense  revealed. 
So  the  Sim's  face'  is  ne'er  ohscured  with  clay,  But  still  its  rays  diffuse  a  brighter  day. 

Till  LQ  the  time  of  Kasra  Nushirwdn'  this  intelligence  became  uniyersally 
diffiised  that '  Among  the  treasures  of  the  kings  of  Hindustdn  there  is  a  book 
which  they  have  compiled  from  the  speech  of  animals  and  brutes  and  birds 
and  reptiles  and  savage  beasts ;  and  all  that  befits  a  king  in  the  matter  of 
government  and  vigilance,  and  is  useM  for  princes  in  the  observance  of  king- 
craft, is  exhibited  in  the  folds  of  its  leaves,  and  men  regard  it  as  the  stock  of 
all  advice  and  the  medium  of  all  advantage.'  Kushirw&n  (by  the  rain  of 
whose  beneficence  the  trees  of  the  river  of  justice  were  rendered  verdant,  and 
by  the  drops  of  the  showers  of  whose  favour  the  freshness  of  the  rose-garden 
of  equity  was  augmented, 

COVFLST. 

His  justice  added  to  the  world  fresh  grace,       And  swept  oppression  dust-like  from  its  face), 

felt  the  greatest  eagerness  and  most  unspeakable  desire  to  peruse  this  book. 
The  physician  Burzuyah,*  who  was  chief  of  his  class  in  Pars,'  at  the  request 
of  Nushirwan  proceeded  to  Hindustan,  and  was  there  during  a  long  period ; 


*  Lit.,  A  thousand  hlood  of  the  Uvcr. 

2  The  lithographed  edition  reads  muatanahikdn^  *  snuffers-up,'  which  seems  better  as 
preserving  the  metaphor. 

3  The  lithographed  edition  reads  cluuhmah-i  for  chihrah-iy  which  I  think  preferable;  since 
*■  a  fountain'  may  be  said  to  be  muddied,  but  a  face  can  hardly  be  so. 

^  NCishirw&n  (n^«Am,  'sweet,'  raicdn,  'life'  or  'soul'),  the  son  of  Kub&d,  sumamed 
al-adilf '  the  Just,'  and  called  by  the  Arabs  Knsra,  and  by  the  Persians  Khusrau  (our  Chosroes), 
was  the  twentieth  King  of  tne  fourth  dynasty  of  Persia,  viz.,  that  of  the  Sassanides  or 
Khusravians.  He  was  cotemporary  with  Justin  and  Justinian — from  the  first  of  whom  he 
took  Edessa,  Antioch,  and  Apamca,  in  Syria ;  and,  from  the  second,  Baca  and  Dara,  in 
Mesopotamia,  and  Halab  or  Aleppo  in  Syria.  He  defeated  the  K]i&k^  or  ruler  of  Turkest&n, 
and  conquered  Afghanistan  and  other  Eastern  provinces  as  far  as  the  Indus.  His  own  son, 
Nushiz^  who,  on  account  of  professing  Christianity,  had  been  imprisoned  by  him,  raised 
the  standard  of  revolt  against  him,  but  was  defeated  and  slain.  Masrfiik,  King  of  iEthiopia, 
who  had  invaded  Arabia,  was  overcome  by  him,  and  driven  back  to  his  own  country. 
Finally,  after  a  elorious  reign  of  48  years,  he  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Hurmuzd. 
!Muhammad  was  oom  in  the  reign  of  Ndshirw&n,  A.D.  578.     [See  D'Herbelot,  a.v.} 

*  D'Herbelot  gives  no  information  respecting  this  worthy  besides  what  is  here  furnished, 
except  that  some  attribute  the  translation  to  Buzurg  Mihr,  the  celebrated  Yazlr  of  Ntishlrw&n, 
and  preceptor  of  his  son  Hurmuzd.     See  D'Herbelot,  vol.  1.  p.  217. 

«  P^,  called  by  the  Arabs,  who  have  no  p  in  their  language,  F&rs,  is  said  to  have  been 
the  mime  of  a  son  of  Shcm,  by  whom  Pereia  wod  colonized. 
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and,  by  a  variety  of  artifices  and  devices,  having  secured^  the  book,  got 
possession  of  it,  and,  having  translated  the  Indian  words  into  the  PahLivf ' 
dialect,  which  was  the  language  at  that  time  spoken  by  the  Sultans  of  Iran,' 
submitted  it  to  Nushlrwan,  and,  being  so  fortunate  as  to  have  [his  gift] 
accepted,  was  honoured  with  [the  monarch's]  approbation.  [Hereupon]  TTir 
Highness  the  Shah's  estimation  of  the  book  ascended  the  ladders  of  perfec- 
tion ;  and  the  actions  of  Nushirwan,  as  might  be  traced  in  his  development  of 
justice,  and  in  his  beneficence,  and  his  conquest  of  countries,  and  his  [method 
of]  soothing  the  hearts  of  his  subjects,  were  based  on  the  perusal  of  the  book : 
and,  after  l^ushirwan,  the  Persian  kings  also  honoured  it,  and  kept  it  out  of 
sight  with  excessive  care,  imtil  the  time  when  the  second  Khaliph  of  the 
'Abbasis,  Abu  J'afar  Mansur-bin-Muhanmiad-bin-'Alf-bin-'Abdu'  llah-bin 
'Abbas*  (May  God  approve  of  them !)  heard  news  of  that  book,  and  displayed 
the  greatest  eagerness*  to  obtain  it,  and,  by  some  clever  devices,  having  got 
possession  of  the  Pahlavf  copy,  commanded  Imam  Abu'l-Hasan  'Abdu'Uah- 
bin-Mukann'a,'  who  was  the  chief  of  the  learned  meif  of  that  age,  so  that  he 
translated  the  whole  of  it  from  the  Pahlavf  into  Arabic,  and  he  (the  E^aliph) 
kept  it  continually  under  perusal,  and  based  his  imperial  ordinances  and  his 
regulations  as  regards  justice  and  clemency,  on  those  counsels  and  precepts, 
l^ext,  Abu'l-Hasan  !N^asr  bin  Ahmad  Samani^  commanded  one  of  the  learned 
men  of  the  age,  so  that  he  translated  the  work  from  the  Arabic  language  into 
Persian,  and  the  poet  Eudakf,^  by  direction  of  the  Sultan,  arranged  it  in 
order  of  verse;  and,  again,  Abu'l-Muzaffar  Bahram  Shah-bin-Sultan  Masa'iid,® 


^  TamoMuk  namudah^  lit.,  '  having  clutched,'  *  having  struck  the  claws  into.' 

2  Pahlavi,  the  ancient  language  of  Persia,  or  that  modification  of  it  which  intervened 
between  the  Zend  and  the  language  of  Firdausi. 

3  Ir&n,  a  name  of  Persia  given  to  it  from  Iraj,  son  of  Farid(in. 

*  This  Khalifah  succeeded  his  hrother,  AbCi'l  'Abbfia  SifSi,  A.II.  136.  In  consequence  of 
a  rebellion  in  his  capital  of  Anbar,  he  determined  to  deprive  it  of  the  honour  of  being  his 
chief  city,  and  with  this  view  laid  the  foundations  of  Baghd&d  in  A.H.  145.  He  died  while 
on  pilgnmage  to  Makkah,  A.H.  158,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Mahdi. 

^  This  meaning  of  Mhaghf  is  omitted  in  Johnson's  Persian  Dictionar}',  but  I  venture  to 
adopt  it  from  the  evident  requirement  of  the  context. 

*  D'Hcrbelot  gives  no  additional  particulars  respecting  this  personage.  Mukann'a,  tlic 
famous  veiled  prophet  of  Khur&s&n,  lived  in  the  reign  of  the  son  of  MansQr,  and  was 
consequently  nearly  cotemporary  with  the  above  learned  man. 

7  This  was  the  the  third  prince  of  the  family  of  S^m&n,  and  to  him  M'utamad,  fourteenth 
Khalifah  of  the  house  of  'Abb&s,  gave  the  government  of  Transoxiana,  A.H.  261. 

B  HQdaki,  in  the  edition  of  1851  improperly  written  Ktida^i,  was  the  earliest  of  the 
Persian  poets ;  and  is  said  by  his  verses  in  praise  of  Bukh&r&,  to  nave  induced'Nasr  S&mkni 
to  return  to  that  capital  after  he  had  deserted  it  for  the  attractions  of  Hir&t.  He  received 
80,000  dirhams  for  his  version  of  Bidp&l's  fables.  See  Elphinstone's  India,  vol.  1.,  p.  563, 
notef. 

»  Bahr&m  Sh&h,  son  of  Masa'(id,  was  the  thirteenth  Sult&n  of  the  race  of  the  Ghaznirites. 
He  rebelled  successfully  against  his  elder  brother,  Arsl&n  Sh^,  supported  by  the  forces  of 
8ult£ui  Sanj&r  Saljuki.  His  son,  Xhusrau  Shdh,  was  the  last  of  the  dynasty,  and  after  him 
the  house  of  dhur  mounted  the  throne.  BahrCmi  Shkh  was  a  gi^at  patron  of  literurv  men. 
He  died  A.H.  567,  A.D.  1151. 
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cue  of  the  descendants  of  Sultan  Mahmud-i  (jhf^zi  of  Ohaznf,  who  is  cele- 
brated by  the  sage  Sanaf,^  issued  a  command,  so  that  the  most  eloquent  of 
eloquent  men  and  the  most  powerful  of  rhetoricians,  Abu'l  Ma'aU  Kasru'llah- 
bin-Muhammad-bin- Al-Hamid  (God  rest  his  soul,  and  grant  him  increasing 
triumph  in  the  mansions  of  Paradise !)  translated  it  from  the  copy  of  Ibn-i 
Mukann'a,  and  this  book,  which  has  now  become  celebrated  by  [the  name  of] 
Kalilah  and  Damnah,  is  the  translation  of  the.  aforesaid  learned  man' ;  and, 
in  truth,  its  style  in  elegance  resembles  the  sweetness  of  life ;  and  in  freshness 
it  is  like  many-hued  coral;  and  its  fascinating  words  are  like  the  lore- 
alluremcnts  of  honey-lipped  mistresses,  whose  charms  provoke  dissension; 
and  its  life-increasing  meanings  may  be  compared  to  the  ringlets  of  tender 
youths,  who  delight  the  heart. 

TEBJBB. 

Its  words  are  like  the  ringlets  of  the  heautics  of  Chigil ; ' 
And  in  its  every  page  new  joys  th'  enraptured  spirit  fill, 
Its  meanings,  [sparkling]  underneath  its  letters'  inky  night, 
Are  brilliant  as  the  sunny  ray,  or  like  the  moon-beams  bright. 

To  the  blackness  of  its  letters,  which  may  be  termed  the  coUyrium  of  the  jewels* 
of  meaning,  a  place  might  be  given  on  the  white  page  of  the  tablet  of  the 
visual  organ ;  and  to  the  whiteness  of  its  paper,  which  may  be  called  the 
dawn  of  the  morning  of  joyousness,  a  location  might  be  assigned  on  the  dark 
pupil  of  the  world- viewing  eye. 

COUPLET. 

On  the  white  tablet  of  a  Hurl's  eye  *t  were  due, 
That  Eden's  penman  traced  its  letters'  inky  hue. 

And,  although  those  who  sit  on  the  throne  of  the  court  of  style  are  imanimous 
in  praise  of  the  magnificence  of  the  words,  and  in  applauding  the  eloquence 
of  its  compounds, 

HE&II6TICH. 

Trulf/  the  word  ia  that  which  Hazdm^  said; 
nevertheless,  through  the  introduction  of  strange  words  and  by  overstraining 
the  language  with  the  beauties  of  Arabic  expressions  and  hyperbole  in  meta- 
phors and  similes  of  various  kinds,  and  exaggeration  and  prolixity  in  words 
and  obscurity  of  expression,  the  mind  of  the  hearer  is  kept  back  from  enjoy- 
ment of  the  meaning  of  the  book,  and  from  apprehending  the  pith  of  the 


*  San&i  (or  Sin&i)  was  a  celebrated  Persian  poet,  often  styled  Kbw&jah  or  Hakim  SanU. 
His  proper  name  was  Muhammad-biu-Adam,  ana  he  was  the  author  of  a  religious  poem  called 
the  Il&hi  Nkmah,  consisting  of  prayers  and  hymns,  also  of  some  odes,  and  of  a  rehgious  poem 
called  the  Hadikah^  or  'palm-plantation.'     lie  flourished  about  1180  A.D. 

2  Lit.,  Our  Lord. 

3  A  city  (says  the  Dictionary)  in  Turkest&n,  famous  for  handsome  men  and  expert  archers. 

*  The  Orientals  to  this  day  believe  that  if  pearls,  rubies,  or  other  jewels  are  dissolved  and 
mixed  with  coUyrium,  they  produce  a  most  beneficial  eifect  on  the  eyes.  From  the  same  notion, 
I  have  been  ad\dsed  to  look  constantly  at  a  turquoise  ring  to  refresh  the  weary  sight. 

^  I  am  ashamed  to  say  I  can  throw  no  light  on  this  dictum  of  Haz&m.  The  lithographed 
edition  reads  ffasdm-ij  and  one  MS.  Huzdm. 
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subject ;  and  the  dispositioii  of  tlie  reader  also  is  unable  to  perform  the  task 
of  connecting  the  beginnings  of  the  story  with  the  terminations,  and  of 
adjusting  the  commencements  of  the  discourse  with  the  conclusions;  and 
this  circumstance  will  undoubtedly  be  a  cause  of  disrelish  and  a  source  of 
ennui  both  to  the  reader  and  the  hearer,  especially  in  this  age,  so  characterized 
by  fastidiousness,  in  which  the  minds  of  its  children  have  become  nice  to  such 
a  degree  that  they  expect^  to  perceive  the  meaning  without  its  being  decked 
out  on  the  richly  ornamented  bridal-bed,  as  it  were,  of  language ;  how  much 
more  when  in  some  of  the  words  they  may  require  to  employ  a  minute 
comparison  of  the  dictionary,  and  to  examine  glossaries'  with  care.  Hence, 
too,  it  all  but  came  to  pass  that  a  book  of  such  preciousness  [as  this  is]  was 
almost  neglected  and  abandoned,  and  that  the  people  of  the  world  were 
dcpriyed  of  its  advantages  and  excluded  from  them.  On  this  account,  at  the 
present  time,  His  Highness  the  seal  of  sovereignty,  whose  luminously  gifted 
nature  comprehends  all  perfections,  and  whose  sublimely  characterized  qua- 
lities have  risen  from  the  dawning-place  of  excellence  and  spirituality,  the 
magnanimous  Lord,  who,  notwithstanding  his  proximity  to  His  Majesty  the 
Sultan  of  the  age  and  the  Khakan^  of  the  time,  the  spreader  of  the  carpet  of 
security  and  peace,  the  Difiuser  of  the  marks  of  goodness  and  beneficence, 
the  Sun  of  the  zenith  of  the  Khalafats  and  empire,  the  Jupiter  of  the  zodiac 
of  dominion  and  principality, 

COUPLET. 

King !  thou  art  balm  to  eyes  of  princes,  ruler  thou  of  east  and  west ! 
Ab(i  'l-Gh&zi  Sult&n  Husain,^  realm  and  doctrine  on  thee  rest. 

(May  God  perpetuate  his  kingdom  and  hie  power  ! J  yea,  notwithstanding  the 
being  looked  on  with  favour  by  the  glances  of  that  high  personage,  endowed 
as  they  are  with  the  properties  of  the  philosopher's  stone,  [still]  he  has 
shaken  fr^e  his  magnanimous  skirt  from  the  dust  of  worldly  pageants  (^  But 
the  present  life  is  only  a  deceitful  provision*  J  ^  and  has  not  permitted  the  page 
of  his  pure  heart  to  be  inscribed  with 


^  One  MS.  reads  mi-ddnand  for  mi-ddrand,  which  is  the  reading  of  the  lithographed 
edition  and  that  of  1851. 

'  Kaahf-i  nu^dni,  *  Manifestation  of  Meanings/  is  the  title  of  certain  glossaries. 

3  A  title  of  the  ruler  of  Turkest&n,  see  p.  6,  note  4.  Il  is  applied  generally  to  any 
monarch.  • 

*  Husain  Mlrz&,  king  of  Khur&s&n,  son  of  MansOr,  the  son  of  Baikarah,  the  son  of 
*Umar  Shekji,  second  son  of  Tim6r  or  Tamerlane,  was  sumamed  Abd  '1  Gh&zi,  on  account  of 
his  victories ;  for  he  defeated  and  put  to  death  Jadighiar,  the  son  of  Muhammad  Mirzk,  the 
son  of  Baissancor,  the  son  of  Sh{ih  Kukh,  fourth  son  of  Tamerlane,  who  had  made  himself 
master  of  Khur&Siin,  and  of  the  city  of  Hirkt,  his  capital,  in  A.H.  875  =  A.D.  1470.  He 
also  carried  on  many  wars  and  obtained  signal  victories  over  the  Uzbak  Tkt&rs,  who  had 
chased  B&bar  from  Transoxiana.  He  was  a  great  patron  of  learned  men ;  and  Ehondemir 
finished  his  history  at  his  Court,  A.H.  904.  He  died  A.H.  911  ==  A.D.  1505.  (See 
D'Herbelot,  s.v.) 

^  Kur'&u,  Mar.,  ch.  iii.  186  ;  Sale,  p.  53, 1.  10 :  'Every  soul  shall  taste  of  death,  and  ye 
shall  have  your  rewards  on  the  day  of  resurrection ;  and  he  who  shall  be  far  removed  ixom 


10  ant1s-i  sunxul;   ob,  thb  ughts  of  cakopus. 

OOYTVLSr. 

The  magic  of  this  five-day,  fleeting  dream— 
Land  and  domains — ^which  fools  perpetual  deem, 

and  has  kept  in  full  yiew,  [as  a  guide]  to  his  own  affairs,  this  saying  of 
happy  tendency — 

00X7FLET. 

Fairer  the  mole  of  self-restraint  upon  the  cheek  of  might ; 
The  rohe  of  charity  appears  upon  the  rich  more  bright, 

and  regards  the  promoting  of  the  wishes  of  the  oppressed  and  the  disappointed, 
and  the  furthering  of  the  affairs  of  the  hercfk,  as  the  means  of  acquiring 
provision  for  the  final  state ;  nor  has  suffered  himself  to  be  stigmatized  with 
neglecting  the  meaning  of  this  excellent  memento, 

COUPLET. 

Fortune's  ten-day  fickle  friendship  is  a  false,  bewildering  spell : 
Deem  advantage  lies  in  serving  those,  my  friend !  who  love  thee  well.^ 

And  he  is  the  great  Amir,  the  place  where  all  excellencies  and  high  qualities^ 
centre  throtigh  the  sublimity  of  his  spirit,  the  favoured  with  the  gifts  of  the 
sole  King,  the  Orderer  of  the  state  and  of  religion,  the  Amir  ShekJi  Ahmad, 
celebrated  by  the  title  Suhaili,^  (may  God  bestow  on  him,  as  an  especial  distinc- 
tion, the  peace  of  Salman  amd  the  perfection  of  KumailJ^  who,  without 
compliment,  is  the  star  Canopus,  shining  from  the  right  hand  of  Yaman, 
and  a  sun,  diffusing  radiance  frt)m  the  dawning-place  of  affection  and  fidelity. 

COUPLET. 

Where'er,  Canopus !  falls  thy  ray,  and  where  Thou  risest,  fortune's  marks  are  surely  there. 
With  a  view  to  the  imiversal  diffusion  of  what  is  advantageous  to  mankind, 
and  the  multiplying  what  is  beneficial  to  high  and  low,  he  condescended  to 
favour  me  with  an  intimation  of  his  high  will  that  this  humble  individual, 
devoid  of  ability,  and  this  insignificant  person  of  small  capital,  Husain-bin 
'Alf-u*l-AVa'iz,  known  by  the  name  of  Kashifi  {May  God  most  High  strengthen 
him  with  His  hidden  favours),^  should  be  bold  enough  to  clothe  the  said  book 
in  a  new  dress,  and  bestow  fresh  adornment  on  the  beauty  of  its  tales  of 
esoteric  meaning,  which  were  veiled  and  concealed  by  the  curtain  of  obscure 


hcU-fire,  and  shall  be  admitted  into  Paradise,  shall  be  happy  ;  but  the  present  life  is  only  a 
deceitful  possession.' 

*  These  lines  occur  in  the  third  ode  of  H&fiz  ;  Calcutta  lithographed  edition,  p.  34, 1.  7. 

^  ^  It  should  be  as  in  both  the  lithographed  and  MS.  editions,  icc^l-nu^dlL     The  printed 
edition  has  dropped  the  tea, 

'  Of  this  worthy  I  know  no  more  than  that  he  was  the  Generalissimo  of  Sult&n  Husain 
above  mentioned  [see  p.  9,  note  4],  that  he  was  sumamed  Suhaili,  and  that  at  his  instiga- 
tion, K6shifi  complctca  his  new  translation  of  Bidp&i's  Fables. 

^  This  word  Kumail  signifies  in  Arabic  '  accomplished,'  and  is  the  surname  of  several 
illustrious  persons.  A  king  of  this  name  reigned  in  Egypt,  A.D.  1218,  and  was  the  nephew 
of  Saliidin,  and  a  great  conqueror.  See  D'Hcrbelot,  vol.  i.,  page  246 :  for  Salm(m  see 
D'Herbelot,  vol.  ii.,  p.  802,  but  it  is  doubtful  to  whom  the  allusion  applies. 

*  The  lithographed  edition  reads  bfl^lutfu'l  khafl  for  the  bt^l'lutju  H-hakki  of  the  i)rintcd 
edition. 
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words  and  the  wimple  of  difficult  expressions,  by  presenting  them  on  the 
stages  of  lucid  style  and  the  upper  chambers  of  becoming  metaphors,  after  a 
fashion  that  the  eye  of  every  examiner,  without  a  glance  of  penetration  or 
penetration  of  yision,  may  enjoy  a  share  of  the  loveliness  of  those  beauties  of 
the  ornamented  bridal-chamber  of  narrative,  and  the  heart  of  every  wise 
person,  without  the  trouble  of  imagining  or  the  imagining  trouble,^  may 
obtain  the  fruition  of  union  with  those  delicately  reared  ones  of  the  closet  of 
the  mind. 

DISTICH8.    ' 

Thus  epake  the  man  of  eloquence  to  me, 

'  0  gardener  of  the  garden  of  debate ! 
Thou  in  this  garden,  pure  and  heavenly, 

So  plant  the  trees  of  hidden  meaning  that 
Whoe'er  the  taster  of  the  firuits  may  be, 

Shall  thus  address  thee,  ''0  thou  fortunate! 
Sweet  are  the  firuits  that  this  thy  garden  fill, 

Each  than  the  last  seems  fairer,  lovelier  still." ' 

And  as  there  was  no  evading  obedience  to  that  peerless  mandate,  and  the 
maxim  '  Wisdom  t»  from  Taman,*  shewed  itself  from  the  dawning-place  of 
the  light  of  Canopus,  ^ 

OOUPLET. 

Wisdom  from  Arabia  come — so  the  Prince  of  Arabs  '  said ; 
Should  we  marvel  if  Canopus  has  then  wisdom  on  us  shed  ? 

After  prayer  for  the  blessing  of  God,  and  asking  leave,  I  entered  on  this 
undertaking ;  and,  whatever  has  flowed  from  the  tongue  ^  of  my  pen  and  the 
pen  of  my  tongue  from  the  invisible  world, — that  has  been  written  down : 
and  [the  reader]  must  know  that  the  basis  of  the  book  Kalflah  and  Damnah  is 
on  practical  wisdom,'  and  by  practical  wisdom  is  meant  knowledge  of  the 
actions  of  the  will  and  the  practices  natural  to  the  human  race,  in  a  manner 
that  may  be  conducive  to  the  ordering  of  the  affairs  of  the  world  to  which  we 
must  return,  and  the  present  world  of  men,  and  may  tend  to  arriving  at 
perfection  in  those  things  at  which  men  aim.  And  this  kind  of  wisdom  is 
first  of  all  divided  into  two  kinds,  the  one,  that  which  may  be  referred  to 
each  person  individually ;  the  second,  that  which  relates  to  a  body  of  men 
viewed  in  association.  The  former  of  these,  which  is  referable  to  each  person 
individually,  and  in  which  the  society  of  another  is  not  supposable,  they  call 
'  refinement  of  morals ; '  and  the  other,  which  has  reference  to  a  collective 
body,  admits  of  a  second  two-fold  division, — the  one,  partnership  in  abode  and 


^  These  intolerable  innpidities  arc  considered  beauties  of  style. 

^  That  is,  Muhammad.  Canopus,  after  which  star  Shehk  Ahmad  was  called,  rose  to  the 
right  of  the  heavens  looking  from  Hir&t,  and  consequently  in  the  direction  of  Arabia ;  and 
the  Prophet  said  that  wisdom  came  from  Arabia,  wherefore  wisdom  might  be  look^  for 
under  the  auspices  of  this  Canopus.     Such  is  the  meaning  of  this  trifling. 

'  The  hihnat'i  'amali  is  ^p6ini^ts  opposed  to  *t/m,  iiFurHifiri  and  ddndi^  vo^U. 
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habitation,  which  they  call  domestic  economy;  and  the  other  community  in  city 
and  country,  and,  moreover,  in  clime  and  realm,  which  is  named  civic  economy ; 
and  the  said  book  comprehends  the  three  kinds  that  have  just  been  mentioned, 
and  various  advantages  connected  with  the  latter  sorts,  and  that  which  has 
reference  to  'refinement  of  morals,'  is  not  treated  of,  save  incidentally. 
Wherefore,  although  the  means  existed  of  adducing  somewhat  as  to  the  excel- 
lencies of  morals,  we  were  loth  to  allow  of  a  complete  change  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  book,  and  hence  avoiding  the  hindrance  of  an  increase  to  its 
chapters,  we  adhered  to  the  same  plan  that  had  been  adopted  by  the  sage  of 
Hind,  and  having  dropped  the  first  two  chapters,  in  which  no  extraordinary 
advantage  was  discoverable,  and  which  did  not  enter  into  the  original  design 
of  the  book,  we  wrote  the  other  fourteen  in  a  clear  and  easy  style,  and 
included  in  the  composition  the  tales  in  the  way  of  dialogue  between  the  King 
and  the  Brdhman,  after  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  beginning:  and  before 
introducing  the  opening  chapters,  we  thought  it  necessary  to  commence  with  a 
story,  which  may  serve  as  a  source  of  the  narrative ;  and  further,  since  the 
style  adopted  in  the  said  book  is  to  employ  as  a  medium  obscurity  of  expres- 
sion, so,  if  in  the  composition  of  the  said  work  the  reins  of  narration  have 
turned  from  the  usual  road  in  which  authors  write,  and  from  the  mode  of 
composition  of  ordinary  writers  to  the  path  of  descent,  the  excuse  will  be 
plain. 

COUPLET. 

I  that  hare  strung  these  pearls  of  sense,  indite 
No  word  but  that  which  others  hade  me  write. 

it  is  further  to  be  noted  that  in  the  midst  of  the  tales  I  have  but  briefly 
availed  myself  of  the  various  sorts  of  Arabic  expressions,  by  introducing 
certain  verses  from  the  Kur'an  and  sayings  of  the  Prophet  necessary  to  be 
mentioned,  and  traditions  and  well-known  proverbs;  and  have  not  clogged 
the  work  by  employing  Arabic  verses,  but  have  adorned  the  page  of  the 
narrative  with  the  jewels  of  Persian  poetry,  which  is  inlaid  like  blended 
gems  and  gold. 

DISTICHS. 

Let  thy  discourse  he  blent  in  skilful  wise, 
Now  sink  to  prose,  and  now  poetic  rise. 
Since  now  in  this  the  changeful  mind  finds  ease, 
Now  that  delights,  and  this  has  ceased  to  please. 

Moreover,  in  the  place  where  the  different  chapter  are  wiitten,  wherever  the 
introduction  of  a  story  or  the  recital  of  a  maxim  seemed  pertinent,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  observation, 

HEMISTICH. 

'Tis  fit  that  nosegap  should  with  grass  he  bound. 

I  shall  proceed  with  the  steps  of  boldness  on  the  road  of  self-discretion,  and 
this  poor  person,  though  he  sees  that  in  attempting  this  work  he  is  a  mark 
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for  the  shafts  of  censuTe,  nevertheless  submits  with  ^  the  tongue  of  humility 
in  the  audience-hall  of  apology,  and  on  the  standing-ground  of  respectful 
representation,  to  the  orators  arrayed  with  eloquence,  and  the  eloquent  invested 
with  ^  oratory,  this  apophthegm,  *  He  that  is  commanded  is  excused  * ;  and  in 
reply  to  the  threatening  sentence,  '  Whoever  composes,  makes  himself  a  hutt* 
he  offers  this  rejoinder  deserving  of  acceptance,  '  ITe  who  composes  produces 
something  new! ' 

YEBSE. 

When  equity  informs  the  sight  we  pass  As  pearls,  what  are  in  truth  hut  beads  of  glass. 

I  for  my  failure  am  with  shame  oppressed ;  Do  not  with  sarcasm  wound  anew  my  breast. 

For  none  amid  the  ranks  of  pious  men,  Ecproach  the  fallen,  or  th'  abased  contemn  : 

No  faults  are  seen  by  merit-searching  eyes,  And  we  may  well  the  blame  of  fools  despise. 

HEMISTICH. 

To  wfry  fatdi  the  eye  offtwour'a  dosed. 

May  God  graciously  guide  us  to  that  which  He  loves,  and  he  pleased  with  and 
seal  up  our  states  and  our  hopes  and  our  fates  happily  and  fairly:  and  this 
book,  which  is  entitled  the  '  Anvar-i  Suhailf,'  has  fourteen  chapters  after  the 
manner  that  is  herewith  particularly  detailed  : 

Chapter  I.         On  avoiding  the  talk  of  slanderers  and  calimmiators. 

II.  On  the  punishment  of  evil  doers,  and  their  disastrous  end. 

III.  On  the  agreement  of  Mends,  and  the  advantages  of  their 
mutually  aiding  one  another. 

IV.  On  the  subject  of  attentively  regarding  the  circumstances  of 
our  enemies,  and  not  being  secure  as  to  their  stratagems 
and  machinations. 

V.  On  the  detriment  of  giving  way  to  negligence,  and  of 
permitting  the  objects  of  desire  to  escape  from  one's 
hands. 

YI.  On  the  calamitious  results  of  precipitation,  and  the  injurious- 
ness  of  haste. 

VII.  Of  vigilance  and  deliberation,  and  of  escaping  from  the 
injuries  of  foes. 

Vm.  On  avoiding  the  malevolent,  and  not  relying  on  their  pro- 
fessions of  attachment. 

IX.  Of  the  excellence  of  clemency,  that  it  is  the  best  attribute 
of  kings,  and  the  most  pleasing  quality  of  the  mighty. 

X.  On  the  subject  of  requiting  actions  by  way  of  retribution. 


»> 


>> 


>> 


>> 


^  The  lithographed  edition  and  MSS.  read  bar  zabdn,  while  the  edition  of  1851  omits  the 
bar. 

2  ShVdr  is  an  under  garment,  dUdr  one  worn  above  another. 

3  The  printed  edition  has  a  di£ferent  reading,  man  ansafa,  *  Whoeyer  deals  justly.' 
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Chapter   XI.    On  the  detriment  of  seeking  more  and  fiedling  in  one's  object, 
y,        XII.    Of  the  excellence  of  mildness  and  calmness,  and  tranquillity 

and  composure,  especially  in  kings. 
y,        Xni.  On  the  shunning  the  speeches  of  the  perfidious  and  the 

traitorous  by  kings. 
„        XIY.  On  abstaining  from  regard  to  the  vicissitudes  of  time,  and 

the  basing  one's  actions  on  the  decrees  and  will  of  Ood. 

After  the  list  of  the  chapters  the  story  commences,  which  will  form  the  source 
of  the  narratiTe :  and  success  is  from  the  One  Ood.     ' 
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CHAPTEE   I. 
ON   AVOIDING   THE   TALK   OP   SLANDERERS   AND    CALUMNIATORS. 

rSTEODTTCTION. 

The  jewellers  of  Hie  street  of  the  bazdr  of  meanings,  and  the  money-changers 
of  the  mint  of  eloquence,  and  the  portrait-painters  of  the  manrels  of  narration^ 
and  the  statuaries  of  the  wonders  of  romance,  have  adorned  the  frontispiece  of 
the  volumes  of  history  after  this  manner;  and  have  decked  and  embellished  the 
title-page  of  the  scrolls  of  nocturnal  conrersationB  in  this  wise :  to  wit,  that 
— In  former  times,  in  the  remote  limits  of  the  empire  of  China,  there  was  a 
king,  Hie  fame  of  whose  wealth  and  successful  fortune  had  passed  through  all 
quarters  and  directions  of  the  world,  and  the  tale  of  whose  magnificence  and 
regal  dignity  was  manifest  like  the  sun  at  noonday.  Celebrated  princes  had 
drawn  the  ring  of  obedience  to  him  through  the  ear  of  their  soul,  and  kings 
of  exalted  rank  had  for  him  put  on  the  shoulders  of  their  hearts  the  saddle- 
cloth of  allegiance,^ 

TBR8B. 

Like  Farldiin^  in  pomp  was  he,  Jamshid'  in  regal  state, 
like  Dkrk^  widely-sheltering,  and  like  Sikandar  '  great : 
Flame  and  water  blent  together  by  his  justice  and  his  might, 
As  moon-Uke  beauties'  cheeks,  whereon  commingle  red  and  white, 

On  the  border  of  the  carpet  of  his  daily-increasing  fortune,  world-subduing 
nobles  and  right-counselling  Yazlrs  always  belted  on  the  cincture  of  obedience 
to  the  waist  of  their  soul :  and  at  the  foot  of  his  throne,  stable  as  the  firma- 
ment, venerable  sages  and  men  wise  in  counsel,  sate  ever  in  the  chair  of 
loyalty.  His  treasury  was  stored  with  jewels  of  various  kinds,  and  coins  of 
divers  sorts ;  and  his  army,  niunerous  and  renewed,  exceeded  the  limits  of 
calculation  and  reckoning.  His  valour  was  combined  with  generosity,  and 
his  dominion  was  joined  with  due  repression  of  crime. 

niSTICHB. 

He  scarred  the  faces  of  the  rebel  horde,        And  clove  his  foeman's  forehead  with  the  sword ; 
The  bloody  by  his  justice  yanquished  stand ;  Relieyed,  the  helpless  own  his  bounteous  hand. 


^  The  ring  in  the  ear  and  the  cloth  on  the  shoulder  are  marks  of  servitude  in  the  East. 

'  Faridtin  was  the  seventh  kin^  of  Persia,  of  the  first  dynasty,  fiunous  for  overthrowing 
the  tyrant  Zahh&k,  and  for  the  justice  and  magnificence  of  his  reign. 

3  Jamshid  was  the  fourth  monarch  of  the  first  or  Peshd&dyan  dynasty  of  Persia.  He  was 
dethroned  by  Zahh&k.  These  comparisons  are  more  trite  in  Persian  poetry  than  Diana's  bow 
or  Phoebus'  rays  with  us. 

*  Dkrk  is  Darius  Codomanus,  whom  Orientals  make  the  cousin  of  Sikandar  or  Alexander. 
B  Alexander. 
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And  they  called  that  king  Humayun  Fal,*  since  by  his  comprehensive  justice 
the  state  of  his  subjects  was  fortunate,  and  by  his  perfect  benignity,  the  con- 
dition of  the  indigent  and  poor  was  linked  and  conjunct  with  freedom  from 
care  and  with  tranquillity.  K  the  officer  of  justice  does  not  exert  himself  in 
controuling  the  condition  of  the  subject,  the  thief  of  wickedness  with  the  aid 
of  oppression  will  bring  ruin  on  the  fortunes  of  high  and  low ;  and  if  the  ray 
of  the  candle  of  equity  does  not  illumine  the  dark  hovel  of  the  distressed,  the 
shades  of  oppression  wiU  cast  a  gloom,  like  the  heart  of  the  tyrannical,  over 
all  regions  and  quarters  of  the  state, 

DISTICHB. 

A  monarch's  fortunes  in  his  justice  lie ;  God's  favour  is  his  best  security. 

Repents  he  of  his  justice ;  then,  too  late,  He'U  see  misrule  his  empire  devastate. 

And  this  King  had  a  Yazir,  a  cherisher  of  his  subjects  and  a  diffuser  of  mercies, 
whose  world-adorning  intellect  was  wont  to  be  the  light  of  the  dormitory 
of  the  state ;  and  whose  right-aiming  purpose  would,  by  a  single  deliberation, 
solve  a  thousand  difficult  knots.  The  weighty  anchor  of  his  benignity  secured 
the  ship  of  the  ocean  of  sedition  in  that  troublous  whirlpool ;  and  the  rough 
blast  of  his  chastisement  tore  up,  root  and  branch,  Hie  skirt-detaining  boughs 
of  the  thorn-thickets  of  injustice. 

YEBfiB. 

So  well  his  soul  its  purpose  could  pursue,    A  single  scheme  a  hundred  hosts  o'er-threw  . 
Did  he  the  ordering  of  the  state  begin,        A  single  letter  could  a  kingdom  win. 

And  forasmuch  as  the  affairs  of  the  empire  derived  perfect  lustre  from  his 
auspicious  counsels,  they  call  him  Khnjistah  Eiif ;  ^  and  Humayun  Pal 
embarked  in  no  undertaking  wiHiout  his  advice,  nor  commenced  any  matter 
small  or  great,  without  consulting  him,  nor .  belted  the  waist  of  war  in  the 
plain  of  battle  without  his  permission^  nor  took  his  seat  on  the  throne  of  mirth 
and  enjoyment  in  the  palace  of  festivity  without  a  signal  frx)m  him :  and 
assuredly  it  behoves  illustrious  monarchs  and  fortunate  princes,  according  to 
the  injunction,  *And  eorutdt  them  in  your  huiness,'  ^  not  to  enter  upon  state 
deliberations  without  the  aid  of  the  counsels  of  sagacious  and  eminent  men ; 
and  to  direct  the  administration  of  their  affairs  and  their  mandates,  according 
to  the  advice  of  consummate  ministers  and  intelligent  counsellors ;  so  that, 
according  to  the  purport  [of  the  saying]  *  A  people  consults  not  without  God's 
guiding  them  to  the  most  perfect  matter ^  whatever  proceeds  from  them  is  con- 
sistent with  what  is  most  advisable,  and  comprehends  the  security  of  the  world 
and  the  welfare  of  the  children  of  Adam. 


*  Hum&y(in  F&l,  i.e.,  Fortunate  presage.  '  That  is.  Fortunate  mind  or  opinion. 

'  See  p.  2,  note  7,  where  a  portion  of  the  same  verse  of  the  Eur'&n  is  noticed.  Fl.  ch.  iii., 
153 ;  Mar.,  160  ;  Sale,  p.  30,  L  16 :  *  And  as  to  the  mercy  eranted  unto  the  disobedient  from 
God,  thou,  0  Muhammad !  hast  been  mild  towards  them ;  out  if  thou  hadst  been  severe  and 
hiuii-hearted,  they  had  surely  separated  themselves  from  al)out  thee.  Therefore  forgive  them, 
and  ask  pardon  for  them ;  and  consult  them  in  the  affair  of  war.' 
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COUPLET. 

In  all  thin^  comuel  should  be  taken ; — where    'Tis  not,  advantage  will  be  wanting  there. 

It  happened  that  one  day  Hmnaylin  Fdl  went  forth  to  the  chase.  KhujJBtah 
£4f,  like  fortune,  waited  on  the  stirrup  of  Humdyun,  and^  the  spacious  extent 
of  the  hunting-ground  was  a  cause  of  envy  to  the  sky  above,  on  account  of  the 
au^icious  footsteps  of  the  King ;  and  the  celestial  eagle,  in  the  expectation 
of  becoming  the  prey  of  the  royal  falcon,  turned  towards  the  centre  of  the 
earth.  The  hunting  animals,  haying  broken  their  bonds  and  haying  sprung 
forth  from  their  fetters  and  confinement,  put  themselyes  in  motion  in  pursuit 
of  game.  The  hunting  pard,  covered  with  its  leopard  skin,  became  eyes  all 
over  its  body,  to  gaze  the  better  on  the  beauty  of  the  dark-eyed  antelopes ; ' 
and  the  dog,  with  its  lion-like  claws,  in  the  desire  of  capturing  the  hare, 
learned  a  thousand  kinds  of  vulpine  artifices.  The  high-soaring  hawk,  like  a 
fjEur-fiying  arrow  from  the  thumb-stall  of  the  archer,  set  his  face  towards  the 
zenith :  and  the  food-providing '  falcon  with  the  wound  of  its  blood-spilling 
talons,  tore  out  the  arteries  from  the  throat  of  the  quarry. 

DIBTI0H8. 

Forth  leapt  the  light-winged  Picons,  swift  to  soar, 
Sharpening  their  talons  in  the  quarry's  gore ; 
Now  swept  the  hawk  destructiye  through  the  sky, 
Parrot  nor  francolin  was  left  on  high: 
On  eyery  side  the  ambushed  leopard  strains, 
No  passage  for  the  bounding  deer  remains ; 
And  by  its  coursings,  fleet  Arabia's  hound, 
Makes  scant  for  flight  the  plain's  extremest  bound. 

And  when  the  King  had  finished  the  sport  of  the  chase,  and  had  emptied  the 
desert  of  beasts  and  the  air  of  birds,  his  retinue  obtained  leave  to  depart,  and 
the  King  and  his  Vazir  bent  their  steps  towards  the  capital ;  but  during  that 
time  their  caftans  ^  of  steel  were  rendered  soft  as  wax  by  the  heat  of  the  sun  ; 
and  from  the  warmth  of  the  horse-armour,  which  boasted  an  equality  with  a 
flame  of  fire,  the  swift-paced  courser  was  burnt  np  on  the  spot, 

DIBTICHS. 

Mine,  then,  and  mountain  to  fire-temples  grew, 

The  earth  was  baked,  and  scorched  heayen's  yault  of  blue : 

The  birds  concealed  amid  the  branches  slept, 

The  beasts  within  their  lurking-places  crept. 


^  The  printed  edition  omits  wa. 

^  That  is,  The  spots  on  the  leopard  are  said  to  arise  from  his  yehement  desire  to  gaze  on 
the  antelope,  as  some  philosophers  tell  us  that  monkeys  obtain  prehensile  tails  from  their 
desire  to  hang  on  trees. 

3  This  word  may  also  mean  *  captiye-taking.' 

*  The  dictionary  renders  Miaftdn,  *  a  yest  worn  under  armour' ;  but  the  addition  oifauldd 
shows  that  this  sense  is  inadmissible  here. 
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Humdyun  Fal,  said  to  Ehujistali  S4f,  *  In  such  a  heated  atmosphere  it  is  not 
wise  to  bestir  ourselves,  nor  is  it  possible  to  escape  the  heat  by  taking  shelter 
in  the  shade  of  a  pavilion.  From  the  ardent  warmth,  the  terrestrial  globe  is 
heated  like  a  smith's  forge ;  and  the  earth's  centre,  like  ihe  expanse  of  aether, 
has  become  a  quarry  of  fire.  How  dost  thou  advise — ^that  for  a  time  we 
should  rest  in  the  shade,  and  when  the  'Ank4  ^  of  the  sun  inclines  to  its  nest 
in  the  west,  we  too  may  alight  at  our  victorious  abode  ?'  Khujistah  Saf 
unloosed  the  tongue  of  praise  and  said, 

OOTJPLET. 

'  Sun  of  this  region !  shade  of  the  Most  High ! 
Than  phcenix-wings  more  blest  thy  canopy. 

To  thy  subjects,  who  take  rei^ige  under  the  shadow  of  the  phoenix,  as  under  a 
king's  banner,  there  is  no  apprehension  from  the  flame  of  the  sun's  world- 
consuming  torch, 

OOUFLET. 

From  the  sun  of  changeful  fortune,  wherefore  should  we  danger  dread  ? 
When  the  shadow  of  thy  &your  o'er  us  is,  protective,  spread. 

Nevertheless,  it  appears  to  be  essentially  beneficial  that  the  sublimely-gifted 
person  of  the  King,  the  shadow  of  God,  in  the  shade  of  whose  fortune  the 
people  are  at  rest,  should  take  reAige  from  the  heat  of  the  atmosphere,  whence 
results  a  variety  of  annoyances  and  aches ; 

HXKISTICH. 

By  thy  security  all  climes  are  safe. 

And  I  behold  in  the  vicioity  a  mountain  lofty  as  the  magnanimity  of  the  brave, 
and  exalted  as  the  rank  of  the  pious.  A  short  time  ago,  I  went  there :  from 
head  to  foot  it  was  clothed  in  a  green  mantle,  and  a  thousand  fountains  of 
sweet  water  bubbled  up  from  its  pure  breast.  Its  odoriferous  herbs  and  flowers 
shone  like  the  stars  of  heaven,  and  its  fountain-like  rivulets  glittered  like  the 
brooks  of  the  garden  of  Paradise.  The  advisable  course  is  this,  that  the  reins 
of  intention  should  be  turned  in  that  direction,  that  for  a  short  time  we  may 
be  gladdened  like  verdure  beneath  the  tnllow-shade ;  and  for  a  moment  may 
be  refreshed  and  contented  like  the  jasmine  at  the  water's  edge,  and  at  the 
boundary  of  the  parterre, 

OOVPLST. 

By  the  bank  of  the  riyulet  seated,  watch  the  current  of  life  flow  past : 

For  this  token  may  well  suffice  us  of  a  world's  pageant  which  may  not  last.' 

Humdydn  F41,  agreeably  to  the  advice  of  Qiujistah  Ea{,  turned  lus  face  in 
that  direction  and  in  a  short  time,  having  passed  over  the  distance,  made 


^  The  'Ankfiu  is  a  fabulous  bird  which  is  said  to  be  tn^aUm-t^l  itm,  nuffhiU-u'ljumf 
'  known  in  name,  unknown  in  body.' 
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with  the  dust  of  the  hoof  of  his  cream-coloured  steed,  magnificent  as  that  of 
Enstam,^  the  skirt  of  the  mountain,  like  the  sleeve  of  those  possessed  of 
prosperous  fortune,  a  kissing-place  for  the  happy.  He  beheld  a  mountain 
which  raised  its  lofty  summit  beyond  the  highest  part  of  the  sky  and  which 
brought  the  top  of  its  green  sword'  near  the  gilded  shield  of  the  sun,  or  rather 
it  was  like  a  Shekh,  who,  according  to  the  description,  *  And  [we  made]  the 
mountains  as  stakes*^  has  brought  the  foot  of  constancy  under  the  robe  of 
dignity,  while  from,  his  eyes  the  stream  of  tears  flowing  on  has  reached  his 
skirt.  The  king  having  ascended  the  mountain,*  and  having  girt  his  clothes 
around  his  waist  as  a  doud  [girdles  a  hill],  made  a  circuit  round  it  on  every 
side.  On  a  sudden,  an  expanse  appeared,  in  extent  like  the  plain  of  hope ; 
and  a  space  was  presented  to  his  eyes,  like  the  expansion  of  anticipation  in 
excessive  amplitude.  In  its  verdure  it  resembled  the  flower-garden  of  heaven, 
and  in  its  waters  and  air  it  equaled  the  verdant  meads  of  Paradise ;  and  in  its 
area,  the  violet  sprang  up  in  vicinity  to  the  rose,  like  the  captivating  tresses  of 
the  beautifbl,  and  young  hyacinths,  with  self-springing  tulips,  grew  up 
delightM  like  the  civet-diffiising  ringlets  of  the  sugar-lipped  fair.  The 
willow  of  Tabaristan  was  arrayed  in  its  vermilion  satin  vest,^  and  the 
straight  cypress  had  robed  itself  with  its  silken  pistachio-coloured  head-dress. 
The  tongue  of  the  perfume-loaded  zephyr  disclosed  to  the  four  quarters  of  the 
world  the  secrets  of  the  sweet  plants  of  the  garden,  and,  from  the  discourse  of 
the  Nightingale,  the  story  of  the  Bose^s  hue  and  fragrance  reached  the  cars  of 
the  dwellers  in  the  Mansions  on  High. 

DISTICH8. 

Delightful,  heart-oxpanding,  its  vater  and  its  air, 

A  resting-place  auspicious, — a  gladsome  spot  and  fair. 

Upsprang,  beside  each  brooklet,  sweet  flowers  of  many  a  hue, 

With  their  fiEices  and  their  limbs  all  sprinkled  o'er  with  dew. 

Trees  reared  aloft  their  stature  like  idols  taU ;  and  they, 

Seemed  each  than  its  next  neighbour  more  beauty  to  display. 

And  birds  upon  the  branches  poured  forth  full  many  a  note ; 

Which  like  sounds  of  rich-toned  organs  through  heaven  seemed  to  float. 


1  BtMshf  the  name  of  Rustam's  charnper,  and  the  only  stcod  which  could  support  the 
hero's  x'<P*'  fiapiuu  as  he  leaned  upon  its  loins.  All  other  horses  were  crushed  by  the 
weight. 

s  In  this  ridiculous  metaphor,  the  peak  of  a  mountain  is  compared  to  a  green  sword, 
which  rises  so  high  as  to  strike  the  sun. 

'  Kur*4n,  Mar.,  Ixxviii.,  6 ;  Sale,  o.  433, 1.  8 :  *  Have  we  not  made  the  earth  for  a  bed, 
and  the  mountains  for  stakes  to  fix  tne  same.'  The  same  idea  occurs  in  the  16th  and  31st 
chapters  of  the  Kur'&n. 

^  The  lithographed  edition  reads  babdldi,  for  the  printed  edition's  bah-bdldi.  The 
metaphor  is  overstrained  even  beyond  Persian  comparison.  Either  the  king  moved  round  the 
moiintain  like  a  cloud,  or  he  tucked  up  his  garment  like  a  cloud  belting  a  hill — Eisum 
tene^tis ! 

*  The  lithographed  edition  reads  n'mchah  for  tlic  printed  edition's  mnwh-i. 

c  2 


20  antIb-i  suhaili;  ob,  the  lights  of  cakopus. 

And  there,  the  loyely  cypren,  nirpasnng  Eden's,  wared, 

On  eyery  leaflet  shewing,  '  Oood !  good  ^  to  them ! '  engraTed. 

And  in  the  midst  of  that  verdant  plain  was  a  lake,  whose  water,  like  that  of 
life,  strengthened  the  soul,  and  was  like  Salsabfl  in  Paradise,  of  exquisite 
delicacy  and  purity. 

OOUPLET. 

Glanced  in  its  wayes  fish  of  a  silyer  hue,         like  the  young  moon  in  heayen's  yault  of  hlue. 

The  Yazir  commanded  that  they  should  adorn  the  margin  of  the  lake  with  a 
throne  for  the  king ;  and  Humayun  Fal  seated  himself  on  the  cushion  of  ease. 
The  attendants  of  his  auspicious  retinue  disposed  themselves  to  rest  under  the 
shade  of  trees  on  the  bank  of  a  rivulet,  and  regarding  their  Eden-like  halting- 
place,  after  that  fiery  atmosphere,  as  a  rare  blessing,  repeated  with  the  tongue 
of  ecstasy  this  couplet, 

OOUFLBT. 

I  from  the  waste,  0  God !  of  toil  and  pain  Am  freed — and  sit  on  Iiam's  *  flowery  plain. 

The  King  and  the  Yazlr  dismounted  from  their  horses  and  elephants  in  a 
comer  of  the  plain,  and  without  playing  [chess]  through  check  to  the  queen 
on  their  vain  imaginations,  averted  the  countenance  of  their  lofty  spirits  from 
the  worthless  trifles  of  this  world,  and  bending  their  meditations  on  the 
wonders  of  God's  creation,  and  the  marvels  of  His  infinite  productions^ 
performed  the  recital  of  the  praise  of  that  King  Most  High,  the  artist  of 
whose  fixed  decree,  with  the  pen  of  omnipotence,  has  engraven  such  beautiM 
pictures  on  the  surSace  of  the  mountaiu's  stony  tablet;  and  the  magic  of 
whose  power  brings  forth  frx)m  the  heart  of  the  rock  all  these  variegated 
plants.     At  one  time  they  repeated  a  couplet  from  the  Gulistan,' 

Not  sole,  the  rose-couched  Bulbul  hymns  His  name; 
Each  thorn's  a  tongue  his  maryek  to  proclaim. 

At  another  th^  contemplated  this  picture  from  the  Nigdristdn,^ 

OOUPLBT. 

For  the  rose-leaf  now  He  fashions  a  light  chariot  on  the  winds ; 
Now  a  chain  of  Umpid  water  '  on  the  breezes'  feet  he  binds. 


^  TLba^  '  good,'  is  the  name  of  a  tree  in  Paradise. 

>  Iram  is  the  name  of  fabulous  gardens  said  to  exist  in  Arabia  Felix,  and  to  be  filled  with 
all  delights,  so  as  to  be  a  counterpart  of  Paradise.  They  are  said  to  haye  been  made  by 
Shadd&d-bin-Aad  or  Iram-bin-Omad. 

'  The  lines  occur  in  the  Gulist&n  of  S'adS,  book  ii.,  story  2.  See  my  translation  (p.  129) 
(Austin,  Hertford,  1862).    The  yersion  aboye  I  prefer  as  giying  the  force  of  the  nah. 

*  There  are  three  works  of  this  name  (which  signifies  *  A  Gallery  of  Pictures.*)  The  first 
was  written  by  Ahmad-bin-Muhammad  'Abdu'l-Ghafliru'l-Kazwini ;  the  second  by  Mlr-u 
'd-dln  n'l  Isfaraini ;  and  the  third  by  Maula-bin-Sulaim&n.  *  The  first  contains  anecdotes  of 
each  prince  of  the  seyeral  Persian  dynasties. 

*  The  ripple  on  the  water  is  compared  to  a  chain  which  is  said  to  be  put  upon  the  wind, 
in  order  to  make  an  antithesis  to  the  former  sentence,  where  the  air  in  its  free  course  is  com- 
pared to  a  car. 
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Now  from  the  linked  writing,  which  the  omnipotent  pen  has  inscribed  on  the 
page  of  the  waters,  they  read  these  words,  '  And  toe  cause  springs  to  gush 
forth  in  the  same;^^  and  from  the  green  tablet  of  the  grass,  which  was 
coloured  by  the  pen  of  Creative  power,  they  perused  the  verse,  *  And  we  make 
therein  gardens.'^  Meanwhile,  the  sight  of  Humayun  F41  fell  on  a  tree, 
stripped  of  its  clothing  from  the  shedding  of  its  leaves,  as  one  which  had 
experienced  [the  effects  of] '  autumn,  and  which  from  age  was  without 
vegetation  or  growth,  like  helpless  old  men.  The  hatchet  of  the  peasant, 
Time,  had  continued  to  cut  off  and  mutilate  its  limbs,  and  the  saw  of  the 
carpenter,  Fortone,  had  sharpened  its  greedy  teeth  in  making  shreds  of  its 
weft  and  warp.' 

COrPLST. 

The  yomig  tree  is  the  garden's  pride  and  crown : 
Grows  it  but  old,  the  gardener  cuts  it  down. 

The  centre  of  the  tree,  like  the  heart  of  careless  darveshes,  had  become 
hollow,  and  a  swarm  of  bees  had  taken  refrige  in  that  fortress,  to  store  up 
provision  for  their  support.  When  the  King  heard  the  buzzing  of  the  bees, 
he  inquired  of  his  sage  Yazfr,  *  What  is  the  cause  of  the  assembly  of  these 
Ught-winged  insects^  in  this  tree,  and  at  whose  command  do  these  busy 
creatures  resort  to  the  heights  and  slopes  of  this  meadow  ? 

COUPLET. 

What  is  the  canse  of  their  resorting  here  ?  And  in  this  chamber  whom  do  they  revere  ? 

^ujistah  BAi  spake  as  follows,  *  0  fortunate  Prince  !  they  are  a  tribe  doing 
much  good  and  but  little  injury ;  and  by  reason  of  the  cleanliness  and  neat- 
ness which  is  inherent  in  their  natures,  they  have  received  the  honour  of 
God's  inspiration,  as  set  forth  by  the  admirable  saying,  *  Thg  Lord  spake  hy 
inspiration  unto  the  5m;'*  and  have  bound  the  belt  of  obedience  round  the 
waist  of  their  soul  by  the  commimication  of  the  favour  of  the  royal  command, 


1  Kur*6n,  Fl.,  eh.  toxyi,  34;  Mar.,  33;  Sale,  p.  332,  1.  6:  *And  we  make  therein 
gardens  of  palm-trees  and  vines ;  and  we  cause  springs  to  gush  forth  in  the  same ;  that  they 
may  eat  of  the  fruits  thereof,  and  of  the  labour  of  meir  hands.*  The  text  of  Maracchi,  and 
the  MSS.  I  have  inspected,  give  minimi-' uyun,  whereas  the  minu  is  omitted  here  both  in  the 
printed  and  the  lithographed  editions  by  an  error. 

>  This  is  the  same  quotation  from  the  Kur'^in,  which  has  been  made  a  line  or  two  above. 
See  Sale,  p.  332, 1.  6.  ' 

3  The  pud  is  the  '  weft,'  that  is,  the  cross-threads  in  weaving,  and  those  which  pass 
transversely  to  the  tdr  or  *warp.* 

*  In  the  text  *  birds;'  as  these  Persians  will  not  have  a  sentence— nay,  not  a  word — 
without  a  comparison. 

*  Kur'fen,  Fl,  ch.  xvi.,  70;  Mar.,  68;  Sale,  p.  202, 1.  28:  *  Verily  here  is  a  si^  unto 
people  who  understand.  Thy  Lord  spiake  by  inspiration  unto  the  bee,  saying,  *  Provide  thee 
hoiwes  in  the  mountains,  and  in  the  trees,  and  of  those  materials  wherewith  men  build  hives 
for  thee :  then  eat  of  every  kind  of  fruit,  and  walk  in  the  beaten  paths  of  thy  Lord.* 
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*  I*rovide  thee  houses  in  the  mountains.^  ^  They  have  a  kiJig,  Y'asub,'  in  bulk 
lai^r  than  they ;  and  their  nation  haye  phtced  their  heads  on  the  line  of 
obedience  to  hiB  majesty  and  dignity,  and  he  is  seated  on  the  square  throne 
of  wax  which  has  been  prepared  for  him,  and  has  appointed  to  their  seveFal 
offices  his  yazlr  and  chamberlain,  and  porter  and  g^uard,  and  spy  and  deputy. 
The  ingenuity  of  his  attendants  is  such,  that  each  one  prepares  hexagonal 
chambers  of  wax,  of  such  a  fashion  that  there  is  no  inequality  in  their 
partitions,  and  the  most  perfect  geometricians  would  be  unable  to  compass  the 
like  without  compasses  and  a  rule  and  other  instruments.  And  when  the 
house  approaches  completion,  by  the  king's  command,  they  come  forth  from 
that  abode,  and  a  noble  bee,  in  the  language  they  possess,  acquaints'  them 
with  the  condition  of  office ;  that  they  are  not  to  exchange  their  cleanliness 
for  grossncss,^  nor  to  pollute  the  train  of  their  purity  with  the  contamination 
of  uncleanness.  In  fulfilment  of  their  promise,  they  sit  not  but  on  the 
branch  of  the  fragrant  rose  and  the  pure  blossom,  in  order  that  what  Ihey 
eat  from  those  delicate  leaTesmay,  in  a  short  time,  become  concreted  in  their 
inside  into  the  form  of  a  fresh  and  sweet-tasted  viscous  humour,  and  a 
juice  may  be  extracted  from  it  such  that  the  description,  '  Wherein  is  a 
medicine  for  men*^  may  rightly  apply  to  its  quality;  and  when  they  return 
home,  the  warders  try  them  by  smelling  whether  they  have  kept  to  their 
troth,  that  is,  whether  they  have  avoided  that  which  does  not  possess  the 
requisite  purity  ,*  after  which,  permission  is  g^ven  them  to  re-enter  their 
hexagonal  chambers  and  constructed  apartments ;  and  if  (which  God  forbid !) 
they  have  transgressed  the  purport  of  this  couplet, 

COUPLBT. 

The  hand  of  tnithfiilness  in  faith's  g:irdle  place, 
Exert  thyself  to  shun  the  faithless  one's  disgrace, 

and  there  be  found  on  them  an  odour  which  may  be  a  cause  of  disgust  and 
loathing,  they  immediately  sever  them  in  two ;  and  if  the  warders,  inclining 
to  negligence,  give  them  a  passage,  and  the  king  should  scent  the  unsavoury 
odour,  he,  having  inquired  into  the  state  of  the  case,  will  conduct  the  unlucky 


'  See  the  preceding  note.  This  Arahic  sentence  is  the  sequence  of  the  one  preceding.  I 
take  this  opportunity,  no wever,  of  correcting  from  the  MSS.  a  reading  in  the  lithographed 
and  printed  editions.  These  add,  after  the  quotation,  rd  as  belonging  to  farmdn^  whUe  it 
appears  to  me  better  to  regard  farmdn  as  the  gen.  case  dependent  on  ^mdyat^  rather  than  as 
the  dative  after  kamr  baatah^  though  this  constmction  is  admissible. 

'  This  word  also  signifies  *  Prince.' 

3  FirdstddaHy  in  this  sense,  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Dictionary,  though  established  by 
this  passage. 

^  Kandfat.  This  meaning  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Dictionary,  but  is  established  by  the 
above  passage. 

A  Kur'&n,  Fl.,  ch.  xvi.  71 ;  Mar.,  69 ;  Sale,  p.  203, 1.  1 :  'There  poroceedeth  from  their 
bellies'  a  Uquor  of  various  colour  :  wherein  is  a  medicine  for  men,'  This  alludes  to  a  cure 
wrought  by  Muhammad  with  honey  :  See  Sale's  note  in  line  32  of  the  same  page. 
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bee  to  the  place  of  puDuhment,  and  first  give  orders  for  the  execution  of  the 
warders,  and  after  that,  put  to  death  the  disrespectjful  bee,  that  no  oth^  of 
their  race  should  commit  a  similar  ill-action :  and  in  case  that  a  stranger 
from  another  hive  should  wish  to  enter  their  dwelling,  the  warders  forbid 
him,  and  should  he  not  desist,  they  slay  him:  and  it  is  recorded  that 
Jamshtd,  Emperor  of  the  world,  borrowed  from  them  the  reg^ulations 
respecting  warders  and  guards,  and  the  appointment  of  chamberlains  and 
doorkeepers,  and  the  arrangement  of  thrones  and  regal  cushions;  and  in 
course  of  time  these  customs  were  perfected/ 

When  Humayun  Pal  heard  these  words,  his  noble  mind  felt  an  inclination 
to  examine  their  institutions.  He  arose  and  went  to  the  foot  of  the  tree,  and 
for  a  time  amused  himself  with  watching  their  court  and  palace,  and  their 
manner  of  coming  and  going,  and  the  rules  of  their  waiting  and  attendance. 
He  beheld  a  multitude  with  their  waists  girded  in  obedience  to  the  divine 
command,  and  like  Sulaiman  seated  in  the  air,^  having  selected  a  pure  diet 
and  a  clean  dwelling,  none  of  them  interfering'  with  the  other,  and  none  of 
them  suffering  molestation  or  annoyance  at  the  hands  of  his  own  species. 

OOUTLBT. 

BraYO !  yc  lofty  ones  of  low  estate ;  Great  litUc  beings,  hnmblc,  but  elate. 

He  said,  '  0  Khujistah  Bd{ !  wondrous  is  it  that  in  spite  of  the  taint  of 
fierceness  which  is  implanted  in  their  nature,  they  are  not  intent  upon 
injuring  one  another ;  and  that  although  they  possess  a  sting,  they  furnish 
nought  but  delicious  honey;  and  notwithstanding  the  awe  which  attends 
their  forms,  they  show  nought  but  gentieness  and  softness.  And  among  men 
we  behold  the  reverse  of  this,  a  niunber  of  whom  oppress  their  fellows,  and 
aim  at  overthrowing  the  existence  of  those  who  resemble  themselves. 

COXJFLST. 

The  inhmnanity  of  mankind  scan,        How  man  stands  watching  'gainst  his  fellow-man ! 

The  Yazir  said  'These  animals  that  you  see  are  created  with  one  sole 
disposition,  and  men  are  made  of  different  temperaments ;  and  inasmuch  as  in 
their  composition,  soul  and  body,  and  gross  and  fine,  and  light  and  darkness 
have  been  blent  together ;  and  the  coin  of  material  and  angelic  nature,  and 
sublime  and  low  feelings  have  been  poured  into  their  mould ;  a  difference  of 
temper  and  a  peculiar  bent  is  produced.  According  to  the  saying,  *And 
assuredly  all  men  knew  their  respective  drinhing-place,^^  a  share  in  angelic 


I  Muhammadans  believe  that  Sulaim&n  or  Solomon,  as  also  Jamshid,  possessed  a  throne 
on  which  they  could  transport  themselves  through  the  air. 

'  Lit.,  *  To  not  one  business  with  the  advantage  or  injury  of  another.' 
3  Kur'kn,  FL,  ch.  ii.  57;  Mar.,  59;  Sale, p.  7,  last  lino:  *  And  when  Moses  asked  drink 
for  the  people,  wo  said,  strike  the  rock  with  thy  rod ;  and  there  gushed  thereout  twelve 
fountains,  according  to  the  number  of  the  tribes,  and  all  men  knew  their  respective  drinking- 
placc.'     In  Maraccni,  the  Latin  verse  is  numbered  wrung — 60  for  59. 


24  AKTAB-I  SUHAIli  ;    OB,   THJE  LIQHT3  OF  CAH0FU8. 

intelligence  has  been  given  to  them,^  and  moreover,  a  portion  of  Satanic 
temper  sent  down  upon  them,  so  that  every  one  should  place  the  hand  of 
compliance  on  the  skirt  of  reason,  and  by  the  step  of  exaltation  should  be 
promoted  to  the  rank  of,  ^  And  now  have  toe  honoured  the  children  of  Adam,^'^ 
And  all  who  place  the  head  of  obedience  on  the  writing  of  the  mandate  of 
their  sensual  feelings,  from  excess  of  debasement'  will  remain  on  the 
descending  grade  of  '  Nay  !  they  are  most  in  error  as  to  the  toay,^  and  it  has 
well  been  said. 

OOUFLET. 

Part  of  thy  nature  drags  thee  down,  part  lifts  thee  to  the  skies ; 
Quit  thou  thy  fiendish  portion  then,  and  e'en  o*cr  angels  rise. 

Aud  the  majority  of  mankind,  by  reason  of  their  following  the  sensual 
inclinations  which  seek  to  enslave  them,  manifest  censurable  qualities,  as 
greediness  and  avarice,  and  envy  and  rancour,  and  cruelty  and  pride,  and 
hypocrisy  and  conceit,  and  slander  and  calumny,  and  false  accusation  and 
such  like. 

OOUFLET. 

How  small  self-knowledge  is  to  dullards  lent ! 
Vice  they  approye  to  yirtue's  detriment. 
Like  smoke  which  to  the  brain  works  out  its  way, 
Or  like  light-quenching  winds  to  lamps  are  they.' 

The  King  said,  *  According  to  thy  statement,  and  the  manner  in  which  thou 
hast  detailed  the  condition  of  the  sensual,  the  most  salutary  course  for 
mankind  is  that  each  should  draw  the  foot  of  retirement  under  the  robe  of 
freedom  from  the  world,  and  having  closed  on  himself  the  gate  of  the  society 
of  others,  should  employ  himself  in  self-purification ;  that  salvation  should 
arise  from  the  cruel  whirlpool  of  error,  which  is  the  source  of  blameable 
qualities. 

HEMISTICH. 

Herefrom  'tis  better,  if  they  can,  to  flee. 

I  have  heard  that  ease  is  to  be  foimd  in  solitude,  and  liberty  in  retirement, 
and  I  have  been  convinced  to-day  that  the  society  of  the  majority  of  persons 
is  more  hurtM  than  the  poison  of  the  viper,  and  association  with  them  more 
full  of  difficulties  than  the  peril  of  yielding  up  one's  life ;  and  with  reference 
to  the  circumstance  that  many  sages  have  passed  long  intervals  in  the  comer 
of  a  cave,  or  the  bottom  of  a  pit,  their  views  were  directed  to  this. 


^  Lit.,  *  They  have  given  to  them.'  In  the  following  sentences  har  kuddm,  is  more  than 
once  used  with  a  plural  verb. 

*  Kur'&n,  Fl.,  ch.  xvii.  72  ;  Mar.,  71  ;  Sale,  p.  215, 1.  17  :  *  And  now  have  we  honoured 
the  children  of  Adam  by  sundrv  peculiar  privileges  and  endowments ;  and  we  have  given 
them  conveniences  of  carriages  by  land  and  by  sea,  and  have  provided  food  for  them  of  good 
things  :  and  we  have  preferred  them  before  many  of  our  creatures  which  we  have  created^  by 
granting  them  great  prerogatives.' 

'  The  printed  and  lithographed  editions  have  here,  by  a  typographical  error,  rasdlat  for 
raedlat,  which  would  delay  the  student. 
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Why  do  the  wise  to  the  lone  cayem  fly? 
'Tis  that,  alone,  they  find  tranquillity. 
Since  darkness  better  is  than  man's  dark  deeds, 
The  wise  man  from  the  bustling  mart  recedes. 

Moreover,  perfect  pure-hearted  darveshes  voluntarily  subject  themselves  to 
solitude,  and  devote  themselves  to  the  concerns  of  others, 

00T7PLET. 

I  wish  for  solitude,  that,  if  with  whirlwind-force  the  wheel  of  destiny 

Should  smite  this  rubbish-bag  of  wordly  things,  the  blow  may  fail  to  injure  me.' 

Khujistah  E4i  said,  '  What  has  passed  from  the  divinely-inspired  tongue  of 
his  majesty  the  King,  the  asylum  of  the  world,  is  the  essence  of  truth  and 
the  perfection  of  right  reasoning,  since  society  is  the  cause  of  disquiet  to  the 
mind,  and  retirement  the  source  of  inward  and  outward  contentment; 
according  as  they  have  said, 

QUATRAIN. 

Knowest  thou  to  whom  by  night  and  day  collected  thoughts  belong  ? 
That  hermit  who,  when  men  collect,  joins  not  the  giddy  throng. 
Contentment,  like  a  tender  bud,  in  the  heart's  garden^  grows; 
Amid  the  crowd  it  sheds  its  leayes  as  droops  the  gathered  rose. 

Nevertheless,  several  of  the  great  leaders  of  the  Faith,  and  chiefs  of  the  true 
belief,  have  preferred,  on  the  ground  of  advantage,  the  state  of  companionship 
and  association  to  that  of  solitude;  and  have  said  the  society  of  a  good 
companion  is  better  than  the  being  alone,  but  that  when  an  amiable  Mend  is 
not  to  be  had,  solitude  is  better  than  society. 

COUPLET. 

Thyself  from  others,  not  from  friends,  seclude : 
Furs  are  not  spring-wear,  but  for  winter  rude. 

And  in  &ct,  society  is  the  means  of  obtaining  excellencies  and  advantages,  and 
the  bond  of  union  between  the  great  and  the  eminent. 

COUPLET. 

With  the  hand  of  seeking  be  the  skirt  of  social  converse  sought ; 
Sit  not  sole, — ^for  lonely  moments  are  with  fear  of  madness  fraught. 

And  from  the  purport  of  the  tradition,  *  There  is  no  monachism  in  Isldm,*  ^  it 
is  understood  that  the  advantages  of  society  are  superior  to  the  utilities  of 
solitude ;  and  how  can  it  be  possible  for  man  to  set  up  for  retirement,  and  not 
engage  in  society  with  those  of  his  species,  since  the  power  of  the  triumphant 
omnipotence  of  God  has  imposed  on  mankind  the  obstacle  of  mutual  necessity, 


1  One  MS.  reads  dar  bdgK-i  dU^  which  for  the  sense  I  much  prefer  to  dar  ghunehtih-i  dU, 
for  how  can  a  rose  grow  in  a  blossom  ?  The  number  of  syllables  may  be  preserved  by  making 
ndzak  an  epithet  of  diL 

'  This  a  saying  of  Muhammad,  which  I  have  myself  heard  abundantly  quoted  by  Sunnis. 
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and  made  them  mutually  necessary  to  each  other,  by  reason  of  which  they 
have  become  social  in  disposition ;  that  is  to  say,  requiring  to  congregate, 
which  is  called  civic  life :  and  the  meaning  of  this  word,  dyic  life,  is  the 
giving  friendly  aid  and  assistance  to  those  of  the  same  race  reciprocally, 
because  neither  the  life  of  an  individual  nor  the  existence  of  the  human 
species  is  possible,  save  by  aiding  one  another :  as  if,  for  example,  an  individual 
should  have  to  arrange  for  his  food  and  raiment  and  abode,  he  must  first 
possess  himself  of  the  tools  of  a  carpenter  and  smith,  since  without  these 
preparations,  instruments  for  the  culture  of  the  fields  and  for  harvest,  and 
whatever  is  dependent  thereon,  cannot  be  procured ;  and  during  this  interval 
life  could  not  be  supported,  and  after  preparing  these  tools  if  he  should  spend 
all  his  time  in  one  avocation,  he  would  be  unable  to  engage  in  and  peiform 
others,  how  much  less  could  he  succeed  when  he  would  have  to  occupy  him- 
self with  the  whole  circle  of  employments.    Hence  the  necessity  for  a  body  of 
persons  mutually  aiding  one  another,  and  for  appointing  each  over  a  distinct 
business^  to  the  extent  that  may  be  sufficient  for  his  support;  and  farther  to 
give  whatever  may  be  beyond  this  to  another,  and  that  in  proportion  to  their 
own  work  they  should  make  exchanges  so  as  to  remunerate  themselves,  so 
that  all  transactions  may  be  reduced  to  order  by  reason  of  this  assembling; 
and  £rom  these  premises  it  is  seen  that  men  stand  in  need  of  one  another's 
assistance,  and  assistance  without  assembling  together  is  impossible,  wherefore 
for  the  body  of  mankind  to  abide  in  solitude,  belongs  to  the  class  of  impossi- 
bilities, and  in  fact  the  proverb,  '  ABsemhling  toith  others  is  a  gift  from  God, 
refers  to  this. 

COUPLET. 

Seize  the  border  thou  of  union,  and  thy  business  thus  effect ; 
For  to  compass  aught  unaided,  is  what  thou  canst  ne'er  expect.' 

The  King  said,  '  What  the  Yazlr  has  spoken  is  the  essence  of  wisdom,  and 
the  choicest  philosophy,  but  it  occurs  to  me  that  consequent  upon  the 
necessity  of  mankind  for  assembling  together,  the  diversity  of  their  tempera- 
ments will  assuredly  lead  to  disputes ;  because  some  will  be  stronger  than 
others,  inasmuch  as  their  bulk  and  strength  will  be  greater ;  and  a  few  others 
will  be  superior  to  the  rest  in  wealth  and  rank,  and  greediness  and  appetite 
will  prevail  over  others.  In  those  who  excel  the  rest  in  strength  and  wealth, 
the  desire  of  conquest  and  tyranny  will  spring  up,  and  undoubtedly  it  will 
sway  them  to  such  an  extent,  that  they  will  draw  most  men  into  the  bonds 
of  obedience  to  them,  and  the  greedy  man  will  feel  the  lust  of  getting  into 
his  grasp  other  men's  gains ;  and  these  matters  will  lead  to  dissension  and 
will  finally  result  in  mischief. 


1  The  best  MS.  I  have  consulted  omi\&  ziyddah  after  ba-muhimmiy  and  rightly,  as  it 
appears  to  me.    The  ziyddah  which  follows  may  have  led  to  its  erroneous  insertion  here. 
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COUPLET. 

DisBonsioD  doth  so  fierce  a  flame  upraise.     That  all  that  is  will  perish  in  its  blaze.' 

The  Yazf  r  said,  '  0  king  of  kings,  Asylum  of  wisdom !  a  plan  has  been 
ascertained  for  the  removal  of  the  dissension,  which  causing  every  one  to  be 
content  with  his  own  rightful  share,  retrenches  the  hand  of  his  aggression 
from  grasping  the  rights  of  others ;  and  this  plan  they  call  '  coercion,'  and 
the  pivot  of  this  is  the  rule  of  justice,  the  meaning  of  which  is,  the  due 
regard  of  the  mean,  that  is,  the  centre  of  the  circle  of  excellence,  which  in 
accordance  with  the  saying,  '  The  heH  things  are  meanSy  comprehends  the  fact 
that  extremes  are  worthless,  as  has  been  said, 

TEIISB. 

Extremes  of  quality  as  separate  arc,  As  the  bright  sun  and  the  obscurest  star :  ^ 

Wherefore  to  choose  the  midmost  thing  is  best,    Since  all  'the  Golden  moan' '  as  true  attest.' 

The  king  said,  '  Whence  can  one  know  those  means  through  the  recognition  of 
which  the  £tce  of  affairs  assumes  the  appearance  of  a  just  equality?'  The 
Yazfr  said,  '  He  who  causes  these  things  to  appear  is  a  perfect  and  completely 
excellent  person,  aided  hy  Ood,  who  was  sent  by  the  divine  Majesty  to  men,  and 
sages  caU  him  Namus-i  Akbar '  and  the  wise  in  the  fedth  term  him  '  messenger 
and  prophet,'  and  assuredly  his  commands  and  prohibitions  will  be  in  unison 
with  what  is  advisable  for  men  in  this  world  and  that  to  which  we  return ; 
and  when  that  prophet /^J/ay  the  blessing  and  peace  of  God  he  upon  him  !)  who 
is  the  Giver  of  the  canons  of  law,  bends  his  steps  towards  the  other  world, 
there  is  no  alternative  but  to  employ  the  coercion^  of  the  ruler  for  preserving 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  religion  fixed  by  him.  Since  the  majority  of  mankinds 
are  neglectM  of  their  own  interests,  and  the  rulc^  of  inclination  and  sense  has 
the  mastery  over  them,  wherefore  of  necessity  the  existence  of  a  powerful 
ruler  is  imperative,  in  order  that — ^preserving  the  regulations  of  command  and 
prohibition  of  the  prophet,  by  which  is  meant  law — ^he  may  cause  the  politico- 
economic  regulations  to  be  preserved,  so  that  as  well  the  most  excellent  sect 
may  be  exalted  with  the  diadem  of  fortune,  and  also  the  robe  of  the  state  may 
be  adorned  with  the  embroidery  of  the  exaltation  of  religion,  for  State  and 
Church  are  twins, 

COUPLET. 

In  reason's  code,  the  prophet  and  the  king,        Arc  but  two  jewels  in  the  self-same  ring. 
And  to  the  same  effect  they  have  said. 


^  In  the  text  Buhdj  an  obscure  star  in  the  Lesser  Bear. 

'  Lit, '  By  thiB  proof,  that  the  best  of  things  are  the  means.'  By  *  means,'  of  course  arc 
meant  the  iua6'rris  or  Aristotle. 

3  A  name  of  the  Angel  Gabriel,  but  here  applied  to  Muhammad. 

^  The  best  MS.  I  haye  consulted  reads  siydsati^  which  I  prefer  to  fiydsiy  the  reading  of 
the  printed  and  lithographed  editions. 

^  lit.,  *■  And  obedience  to  inclination  and  sense  prevails  oyer  them.' 
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COUPXET. 

The  king's  authority  exalts  the  Law :  And  by  its  sanction,  kings  inspire  fresh  awe/ 

Huma3ni]i  Fal  said,  *  What  ought  to  be  the  condition  of  this  powerful  ruler, 
the  existence  of  whom  among  the  people  after  the  Prophet  fThe  hleuing  and 
peace  of  God  be  with  him  !)  ^  is  requisite,  and  what  ought  to  be  his  qualities 
in  governing  the  affairs  of  the  State  and  of  the  Faith  V  Khujistah  Baf  said, 
'  This  ruler  should  be  wise  in  the  rules  of  judicial  coercion  and  in  the  niceties 
of  equity,  for  if  he  be  not  such,  the  State  is  on  the  road  to  decay,  and  its  fortunes 
on  the  eve  of  departure, 

OOUFLBT. 

An  empire  is  by  justice  rooted  &st ;  And  by  thy  justice  will  thy  actions  last. 

And  next  it  is  necessary  for  him  to  understand  the  management  of  the  Pillars 
of  the  State,  and  what  body  ought  to  be  strengthened,  and  whom  he  ought  to 
select  to  sit  in  counsel  with,  and  what  class  he  ought  to  bring  down,  and  whose 
converse  he  ought  to  shun ;  since  of  the  attendants  of  the  imperial  court  there 
are  but  a  few  who  specially  bind  the  girdle  of  fidelity  to  the  king  around 
the  waist  of  sincere  attachment,  and  who  exert  themselves  for  the  earthly 
renown  and  heavenly  recompense  of  the  monarch :  nay  the  generality  of  them 
choose  the  path  of  service  with  a  view  to  obtain  their  own  advantage,  or  to 
repel  disagreeables  from  themselves. 

OOUTLET. 

The  braggart  foUowcrs,  thy  pride  and  joy :     The  zealous  labourers,  whom  thou  dost  employ .< 

And  since  their  principal  business  is  based  on  covetousness,  it  is  probable  that 
they  will  entertain  malice  against  a  person  whose  favours  they  cannot  requite, 
and  that  they  will  be  envious  of  that  other  class,  who  may  derive  advantages 
from  attending  on  the  king  superior  to  their  own  allowances;  and  when 
rancour  and  envy  have  arisen  in  them,  they  will  set  on  foot  a  variety  of 
stratagems  and  state  things  which  have  not  reaUy  occurred :  and  if  the  king 
be  destitute  of  the  covering  of  vigilance,  and  should  Hsten  to  the  discourse  of 
interested  persons  with  the  hearing  of  acceptance,  and  should  not  condescend 
to  inquire  into  and  investigate  the  circumstances,  a  variety  of  injuries  and 
mischiefe  will  arise  therefix)m,  and  divers  evils  will  result. 

TEBSE. 

Lend  not  thine  ear  to  selfish  men,  for  these        Bear  envy  in  their  bosom — ^feU  disease ! 
They  in  a  moment  will  embroil  a  world ;  A  moment  sees  it  to  confusion  hurled. 

But  when  a  vigilant  and  prudent  monarch  undertakes  investigation  of  affairs. 


1  SaVam  is  a  mysterious  word  added  to  the  name  of  Muhammad,  formed  from  the  abbre- 
yiation  of  the  following  words,  wUa  aildh  'alaihi  tea  aaliamj  *  The  blessing  and  peace  of 
God  be  with  him!' 

2  Lit,  *  The  boasters  who  arc  deamess  to  thee — ^the  labourers  who  are  for  a  thing  to  thee.' 
One  MS.  reads  ahavad  for  ahavand. 
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and  bimBelf  inquires  into  all  matters  coUectiYe  and  particular,  he  discriminates 
the  brightness  of  truth  £rom  the  shadows  of  falsehood,  and  both  in  this  world 
the  foundations  of  his  empire  remain  fi'ee  from  disturbance,  and  in  the  world 
to  come  he  attains  the  happiness  of  salvation  and  the  exaltation  of  Paradise. 

DI8TICH8. 

He  that  is  just  in  this  house  of  to-night,        Improyes  his  mansion  of  to-morrow's  light ; 
Justice  dominion's  sole  condition  is,  And  gentleness  secures  eternal  hliss. 

And  every  wise  TfiTig  who,  basing  his  acts  on  wisdom,  makes  the  advice  of 
sages  his  rule  of  conduct,  his  state  will  be  prosperous  and  his  people  happy 
and  joyfdl,  like  the  great  king  of  Hind,  Dabishlfm,  who  based  the  foundation 
of  his  empire  on  the  rules  delivered  to  him  by  the  Br4hman  £f dpdf ,  and  having 
diligently  inquired  of  him  what  would  be  advantageous  for  kings,  in 
consequence  reigned  for  a  long  time  successfully :  and  after  he  migrated  from 
this  fleeting  habitation  to  the  pavilion  of  eternity,  his  good  name  and  glorious 
tradition  continues  to  this  day  on  the  page  of  time. 

COUPLET. 

Though  all  existing  things  in  thought  I  scan,     Good  name  appears  the  one  true  end  of  man.' 

When  Hum43nin  Pdl  heard  mention  of  Dabishlfm  and  £fdp&f,  he  became 
smiling  and  glad  in  the  garden  of  joyousness,  and  on  the  plain  of  cheerfulness, 
like  a  fresh  bud  which  in  the  morning-time  unfolds  its  tender  lip  smilingly  at 
the  movement  of  the  morning  zephyr,  and  he  said,  *  0  Xhujistah  E&( !  now 
for  a  long  time  the  desire  to  hear  the  story  of  this  King  and  Br&hman  has 
been  fixed  in  my  inmost  heart,  and  the  idea  of  their  discourses  and  interviews 
has  occupied  a  place  in  the  cabinet  of  my  mind. 

HEMISTICH. 

For  ages  I  for  thy  curled  ringlets  long. 

Tet  however  much  I  have  discharged  the  duties  of  search,  and  inquired  of 
every  one  as  to  their  narrative,  I  have  obtained  no  portion^  of  this  story  nor 
has  a  letter  of  the  record  of  their  histories  become  known  to  me. 

OOUPLBT. 

With  none  I  find  a  token  of  that  heart-enslaying  &ir ; 
Or  I  am  slow  in  finding,  or  no  trace  of  her  is  there. 

And  I  had  always  opened  the  ear  of  attention,  considering  from  whose  tongue 
their  names  would  be  heard  by  me,  and  ever  kept  the  eye  of  expectancy  on 
the  high  road  of  anticipation,  pondering  on  the  place  whence  the  beauty  of 
this  matter  would  appear. 

COUPLET. 

My  ear  each  sound  attends,  but  where  that  lip's  fair  tidings,  say  ? 
My  gaze  is  on  the  road,  but  where  that  glorious  yision's  ray  P 


1  The  MSS.  I  have  consulted  and  the  lithographed  edition  read  hUah  az  in  kvaah,  but 
the  printed  edition  reads  hakkatf  or  hakkah  which  appears  to  me  not' so  intelligible,  and 
which  wants  the  jinirle  so  piecunnip  to  the  Pendan  ear. 


\ 
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And  tQW  that  I  hare  learned  that  the  Vazlr  is  inlonned  of  their  history  I  pay 
due  thanks  to  God  and  say, 

COVPLKT. 

At  length  I  thiu  my  heart's  fond  wish  attain ;     And  what  I  sought  of  God  at  length  I  gain. 

I  hope  that  with  all  possible  speed  thou  wilt  favour  me  with  the  words  of  the 
King  and  the  Brahman,  since  in  telling  this  history,  to  thee  results  the 
advantage  of  discharging  the  obligation  due  for  my  bounties,  and  to  me  by 
reason  of  hearing  these  admonitionB  a  variety  of  advantages  will  be  gained  for 
my  subjects ;  and  a  narration — ^by  the  means  of  the  recital  of  which,  a  debt  of 
gratitude  ia  discharged,  and  by  the  blessing  of  the  hearing  of  which,  advantage 
accrues  to  a  whole  people,  high  and  low, — must  be  exceedingly  auspicioua. 

STANZA. 

The  wise  man's  tongae,  fraught  with  sagacity.  The  key  of  wisdom's  treasure-house  will  be. 
Ope  then  the  door,  bring  forth  the  coin  and  see.  For  prudent  counsel  will  the  touchstone  be. 
80  counsel  those  of  regal  dignity,  That  the  folks'  happiness  therein  may  be.^' 

mEonraruro  of  thb  stort  of  kikg  dabishlim  and  the  brahxak  bIdpaj;. 

The  clear-minded  and  wise-counselling  Yazfr  unloosed  the  tongue  of 
explanation,  and  in  the  delivery  of  his  discourse  fblly  discharged  all  Hiat  was 
due  to  eloquence,  and  said, — 

COUFLBT. 

'  0  auspicious  foot  of  Majesty !  whose  glorious  influence  lends, 
To  the  stars  of  heaven  the  fortune  that  on  their  course  attends. 

I  have  heard  £rom  the  sugar-ravishing  parrots  of  eloquence,  and  the  melli- 
fluous nightingales  of  the  flower-garden  of  genius,  that  in  one  of  the  chief 
cities  of  Hind,  which  is  the  mole  on  the  face  of  the  empire,  there  was  a  king 
of  wakeful  fortune  and  prosperous  days,  and  a  monarch '  world-adonung, 
subject-cherishing,  tyrant-consuming.  The  royal  throne  derived  lustre  £ropi 
his  illimitable  justice,  and  the  imperial  tribunal  gained  ornament  from  the 
beauty  of  his  commands  and  prohibitions.  The  stain  of  oppression  and 
injustice  was  erased  from  earth's  page,  and  the  countenance  of  justice  was 
shewn  to  all  worlds  in  the  mirror  of  his  beneficence. 

COUPLET. 

Justice !  thy  rays  all  earth  irradiate.  Yea !  justice  gilds  the  counsels  of  the  State. 

And  they  called  this  monarch  King  Dabishlim,  and  the  meaning  of  this  word 
in  their  language  is,  '  Great  King.'    Prom  the  excess  of  his  greatness,  he  cast 


*  Every  line  in  the  Persian  rhymes  with  the  Tcrb  signifying  *  will  be.'  I  ha?e,  therefore, 
imitated  this. 

>  Instead  of  toa  bah  rdi,  the  reading  of  the  lithographed  and  printed  editions,  and  ou^  of 
which  I  am  unable  to  make  sense,  I  would  propose  to  rc^  wa  rdly  which  is  also  the  reading 
of  all  the  MSS.  I  have  consulted. 
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not  the  loop  of  the  noose  of  his  lofty  spirit  save  on  the  niched  battlement  of 

the  citadel  of  heaven ;  and  by  reason  of  his  independence/  he  looked  not  save 

on  the  sublimest  actions  and  the  most  exalted  matters.     Ten  thousand ' 

furious  elephants  were  among  his  forces,  and  the  number  of  his  soldiers, 

skilled  and  valiant  in  war,  would  not  enter  into  the  area  of  computation.    He 

possessed  fuU  treasuries  and  flourishing  dominions. 

hucibtich. 
Thou  sole  powofloert  all,  all  monarcfas  hare. 

And  notwithstanding  all  this  magnificence,  he  was  wont  to  weigh  the  affiurs 
of  his  subjects,  and  to  investigate  himself  every  dispute  between  those  who 
sought  justice. 

OOUFLET. 

Who  aerre  thee,  thou,  0  king !  preserve,  and  shew      A  kind  and  lowly  bearing  to  the  low.' 

When  he  had  strengthened  his  own  dominion  by  a  strict  administration  of 
justice,  and  had  cleared  the  extent  of  his  empire  from  aspirants,  he  was  wont, 
with  imtroubled  mind,  to  adorn  the  banquet  of  pleasure,  and  to  gather  the 
wish  of  his  heart  from  fortune  in  its  various  d^;iees  of  happiness ;  and  in  his 
assembly  councillors  clothed  in  wisdom,  and  sages  robed  in  excellence,  were 
wont  to  be  present,  and  adorned  the  assembly  by  elegant  expressions  and 
praise  of  noble  qualities.  One  day  he  had  taken  his  seat  on  the  cushion  of 
pleasure,  and  had  set  forth  a  royal  banquet. 

COUFX«ET. 

With  all  things  meet  he  had  adorned  the  banquet-chamher  bright, 
And  opened  wide  the  portal  of  rejoicing  and  delight. 

After*  the  gratification  of  listening  to  the  strains  of  mellifluously  chaunting 
minstrels,  he  shewed  an  inclination  to  hear  a  tale  of  wisdom  improving  the 
intellect ;  and  after  the  spectacle  of  the  cheeks  of  moon-faoed  Venus-fronted 
beauties,  he  evinced  a  desire  for  gazing  on  the  bridal-display  of  words  of 
beneficial  tendency ;  and  having  made  inquiries  of  philosophers  and  counsel- 
lors of  excellent  qualities  and  admirable  endowments,  he  bestowed  on  the  ear 
of  his  sense,  the  adornment  of  the  jewels  of  their  discourses,  which  resembled 
royal  pearls. 

HZmSTICH. 

Speech  is  a  pearl  befits  the  ear  of  kings. 
Then  each  one  of  them  celebrated  some  glorious  quality  and  some  laudable 
attribute,  until  the  steed  of  discourse  reached  in  its  career  the  plain  of 


^  The  word  isHghnd  ss  the  Greek  tdndpKtia,  *■  sufficiency  in  oneself,'  somewhat  stronger 
than  onr  *  independence.' 

>  I  have  not  translated  the  word  kUdddh-i,  which  is  a  word  added  to  *■  elephants,'  as  we 
say  *  so  manj  head  of  cattle.'  In  the '  same  manner  roi, '  head'  is  added  to  *■  horses,'  and 
zi^j  '  chain,'  also  to  '  elephants,'  and  nafar  to  <mcn.' 

s  I  have  translated  these  Unes  very  freely,  making  a  Tain  attempt  to  preserre  the  play 
npon  worda  of  the  original. 
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generosity  and  beneficence.  All  the  sages  were  unanimous  as  to  this,  that 
generosity  is  the  most  noble  of  qualities,  and  the  most  perfect  of  attributes, 
and  therefore  they  have  related  it  as  a  tradition  from  the  Pirst  Teacher,'  that 
the  best  quality  of  those  which  are  ascribed  to  God  Most  High,  is  beneficence, 
because  His  beneficence  permeates  through  all  creatures,  and  His  bounty 
reaches  all  created  things,  and  the  Lord  of  the  great  Prophecy  (May  the 
blessings  of  God  be  upon  him !)  said  that  generosity  is  a  plant  which  springs 
up  in  Paradise,  and  which  grows  on  the  borders  of  the  stream  Kausar;'  for. 
Generosity  U  a  tree  in  Paradiee} 


The  liberal  brings  God's  &yoiir  on  himself ;  True  treasure  lies  in  the  forsaking  pelf. 

Wouldst  thou  the  trace  of  ceaseless  treasure*  find  ;    'T  is  only  in  an  eycr-bounteous  mind. 

After  the  Inng  had  understood  this  question,  his  natural  spirit  of  generosity 
bestirred  itself,  and  he  commanded  so  that  they  opened  the  door  of  a  vast 
treasure,  and  proclaimed  a  distribution  to  high  and  low ;  and  they  made  both 
strangers  and  citizens  content  with  a  Ml  portion,  and  by  general  largesse 
raised  both  high  and  low  to  an  independence  of  fortune  above  their  brethren. 

OOUFLBT. 

From  his  palm,  as  from  the  rain-cloud,  forth  his  bounty's  drops  appear ; 
So  he  washed  want*  s  writing  from  the  tablet  of  misfortune  here. 

All  the  day,  like  the  radiant  sun,  he  was  employed  in  showering  down  gold, 
and  like  fresh  fortune,  in  gratifying  the  desires  of  others,  until  the  time  when 
the  golden-pinioned  Sfmurgh'  of  the  sun  turned  to  its  nest  in  the  west,  and 
the  black-visaged  raven  of  the  night,*  spread  the  wings  of  darkness  over  the 
regions  of  the  world. 

YEB8B. 

When  day  its  mysteries  had  corerM,  And  mantling  night  her  shadows  had  outspread. 

The  S6fi^  sun  sate  down  in  lonely  nook.        And  heayen  the  Pleiads'  rosary^  uptook. 

The  king  placed  the  head  of  leisure  on  the  pillow  of  repose,  and  the  hands  of 


^  A  name  of  Gabriel. 

'  For  a  description  of  this  river,  see  D'Hcrbelot  ».f.,  Cautser;  and  Sale's  Preliminary 
Discourse,  p.  68,  1.  42 :  '  It  is  whiter  than  milk  or  silyer,  and  more  odoriferous  than  musk, 
with  as  many  cuns  set  around  it  as  there  are  stars  in  the  firmanent;  of  which  water 
whocTer  drinks  will  thirst  no  more  for  ever.'  It  properly  signifies  ^  abundance,'  and  is  the 
title  of  the  108th  chapter  of  the  Kur'&n. 

3  This  sentence  I  presume  to  be  a  Hadis,  for  I  caxmot  find  it  in  the  Kur'&n. 

^.The  word  rawdn  signifies  also  ^soul,'  so  that  the  expression  may  also  mean  'a  treasure 
of  the  soul.' 

^  The  Simurgh,  or  'Ank&,  is  a  fabulous  bird,  said  to  reside  in  the  mountain  Kaf,  or 
Caucasus,  and  to  be  of  prodizious  size.  The  idea  has  probably  been  derived  from  a  tradition 
of  the  Jews  about  a  huge  bird,  called  Yukhush,  mentioned  in  the  Talmud. 

*  ¥oT  siydh  ehihrah-%  in  the  printed  and  lithographed  editions,  should  be  read  nydh 
ehihrahj  as  this  adjective  is  dependent  on  ghurdb, 

"^  The  Stifis  are  a  renowned  order  of  mystics,  higher  than  the  Kalandar  or  Matamati,  in 
that  they  io  not  acknowledge  a  spiritual  head. 

^  The  Pleiades  are  compared  to  a  rosary  of  white  beads  in  the  hand  of  a  devotee. 
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sleep  oyerspread  the  yestibule  of  the  area  of  the  brain.  Then  the  limner  of 
£Euicy  depicted  to  him  a  serene-yisaged  old  man,  on  whose  countenance  the 
traces  of  wise  coimsel  were  visible,  and  on  whose  front  the  marks  of  super- 
human power  were  discernible,  who  advanced  and  saluted  the  long,  and 
said :  '  To-day  thou  hast  expended  a  treasure  in  the  way  of  God,  and  hast 
offered  up  a  vast  sum  to  obtain  the  favour  of  the  divine  Majesty.  In  the 
moroing,  place  the  foot  of  intention  in  the  stirrup  of  success,  and  betake 
thyself  towards  the  east  of  the  capital ;  for  a  treasure  worthy  of  kings,  and  a 
supply  of  money  gratuitously  given,  is  delivered  to  thee ;  and  by  the  finding 
of  such  a  stone  thou  wilt  place  the  foot  of  glorious  superiority  above  the 
stars,^  and  wilt  raise  the  head  of  haughtiness  beyond  the  pinnacle'  of  the 
highest  heavens.'  When  the  king  heard  these  good  tidings,  he  awoke  from 
sleep ;  and  gladdened  by  the  thought  of  the  treasure,  and  the  joyful  intelligence 
of  the  sage  old  man,  performed  the  duties  of  ablution,  and  stood  up  to  frilfil 
the  prescribed  devotions  of  his  faith,  until  the  time  when  the  treasurer  of 
omnipotent  power  opened  the  door  of  the  horizon,  and  the  gold-sprinkling 
hand  of  the  sun  drew  under  the  garment  of  its  rays  the  jewels  of  the  stars 
from  the  cabinet  of  the  sky. 

COUPLET. 

At  early  da^m  when  morning,  with  bright  silver  sprinkled  o'er, 
Had  remoyed  the  golden  padlock  from  heaven's  palaoe-door. 
The  king  commanded  so  that  they  adorned  a  swift  wind-paced  courser  with  a 
saddle  of  gold  and  a  gem-studded  bridle,  and  having  mounted  with  fortunate 
omens  and  auspicious  destiny,  he  turned  his  face  towards  the  east. 

COUPLET. 

Stirmp  to  stirrup  '  on  with  Mm  went  fortune  and  success  ^ 
Rein  touching  rein,  high  triumph  and  support  his  progress  bless. 

And  when  he  had  passed  beyond  the  limits  of  habitation  into  the  expanse  of 
the  desert,  he  east  his  glance  on  every  side,  and  sought  traces  of  his  object.  In 
the  midst  of  this  his  eyes  fell  on  a  mountain,  lofty  as  the  magnanimity  of  the 
beneficent  lords  of  piety,  and  fixed  as  the  fortunes  of  equitable  kings.  At 
the  foot  of  the  mountain  a  dark  cavern  appeared,  and  a  man  of  serene  heart 
was  seated  at  its  door,  liberated,  like  the  Companion  in  the  eave,^  from  the 
trouble  of  rivals. 

COUPLET. 

He  nothing  heeds,  yet  nought  escapes  his  ken : 
Sides  with — is  severed  from — all  living  men.* 


'  Lit.,  'The  twin  stars  near  the  pole  of  the  Lesser  Bear.' 

*  I  have  to  correct  a  mistake  in  the  printed  edition.    It  should  be  zancah  for  zanoah. 

'  Lit.,  *  Stirrup  within  stirrup.'    DauUtt  toa  ikbdl-rd  is  governed  by  some  such  verb  as 
ddtkt,  understood  aa  preceding. 

*  Ablibakr,  who  lay  hid  with  Muhammad  in  his  celebrated  Hijrah  or  flight  from 
Makkah,  in  a  cave  of  the  mountain  named  T(ir. 

*  Lit., '  Burned,  and  yet  performing  with.'    I  have  endeavoured  to  keep  the  play  on  words 
in  fukhtah  ttaadkhiah. 
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Wlien  the  sight  of  the  king  feU  on  that  holy  sage,  his  heart  heoame  inftllim^i 
to  hifl  society,  and  his  desire  hent  towards  his  company.  The  old  man  having 
read  the  wish  of  the  king  £rom  the  iUominated  page  of  his  mind,  nnloosed 
the  tongue  of  hnmhle  address, 

COUPLKT. 

'0  Thou!  to  whom  is  giyen  by  God  this  world-wide  Boyerdgnty, 
Thy  place  is  on  our  head  and  eyes,  alight  and  welcomed  be! 

0  king !  although  the  sorrowful^  hovel  of  the  wretched,  in  comparison  with 
the  gilded  palace,  may  appear  contemptible,  and  the  store  of  the  cell  of  the 
distressed  in  jnxta-position  to  the  gem-adorned  dwelling  of  the  great,  is  of  no 
accoimt;  nevertheless, 

HEMISTICH. 

It  is  on  ancient  custom  and  established  rite 

for  kings  to  survey  with  a  look  of  pity  the  condition  of  fakirs,  and  to  honour 
hermits  with  their  address  and  visits,  and  to  regard  this  as  the  complement  of 
the  perfection  of  good  manners  and  of  high  qualities. 


To  condescend  to  holy  men  adds  greatness  to  the  great; 
King  Sulaim&n  would  not  o'erlook  an  insect's  low  estate.' 

Ddbishlfm  conducted  the  speech  of  the  Darvesh  to  the  place  of  acceptance,  and 
dismounted  from  his  steed :  and  having  with  his  auspicious  words  opened  an 
acquaintance  with  him,'  asked  the  aid  of  his  spirit. 

TXBSE. 

With  whom  the  blessings  of  the  pious  go. 

He  learns  the  secrets  of  the  heart  to  know ; 

Whoe'er  haye  fiithomed  wisdom's  mysteries, 

Haye  learned  them  through  the  teaching  of  the  wise. 

And  after  the  king  showed  an  intention  to  depart,  the  Darvesh  unloosed  the 
tongue  of  apology. 

00T7PLET. 

*■  To  kings  so  great,  due  hospitality  Cannot  be  shown  by  one  so  poor  as  I. 

Nevertheless,  in  simple  unstudied  guise'  I  would  offer  to  the  king  a  thing  of 
worth  which  I  possess,  and  which  descended  to  me  as  a  patrimony,  and  that 
is  the  account  of  a  treasure,  the  purport  of  which  is,  that  in  a  comer  of  this 
cave  is  a  vast  treasure,  wherein  are  coins  and  jewels  of  inestimable  value ; 
and  I,  since  I  have  obtained  possession  of  the  treasure  of  contentment — ^for 
'Contentment  is  a  treaeure  without  decay  ^*^ — busied  not  myself  in  searching  for 


^  The  printed  edition,  by  a  typographical  error,  reads  ajzdn  for  ahidn.    One  MS.  reads 
hObtth-i  tdrik, 

'  The  expression  is  rather  obscure,  iatinds  signifies  *  being  intimate.' 
9  Md-hazoTf  *  whateyer  is  prepared  in  haste'  (especially  yictuals). 
*  This  I  presume  to  be  a  proyerb.    I  do  not  find  it  in  tiie  Kur'6n. 
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ahy  oiheri  and  for  my  interest  in  this  life  also  made  it  my  capital; 
flinoe  in  the  b4z4r  of  reliance  on  God,  there  is  no  coin  more  cuirent 
than  it. 

COUPLET. 

Who  tnut  in  God  has  ne'er  beheld,  has  ne'er  discoTered  aught : 
Ck>ntentmenf  8  store  who  ne'er  has  found,  his  findings  are  but  nought. 

I  hope  that  the  Khnarau/  conqueror  of  kingdoms,  will  cast  the  glance  of 
attention  upon  it,  and  command  his  servants  to  engage  in  search  for  it; 
and  having  caused  it  to  be  conveyed  to  the  public  treasury,  expend  it 
fittingly; — ^It  is  not  tax  off.'  Ddbishlim,  on  hearing  this  speech,  com- 
municated to  the  Barvesh  the  incident  of  the  night,  and  informed  the 
Companion  of  the  cave  of  the  circumstances  of  this  adventure.  The  Darvesh 
said,  '  Although  this  trifle  is  insignificant  with  reference  to  the  lofty  spirit 
of  the  king,  stiU,  since  it  has  been  consigned  to  you  from  the  invisible  world, 
you  must  bestow  on  it  the  honour  of  acceptance. 

HEMISTICH. 

What  th'  Unseen  sends  us  cannot  ha?e  defect.' 

The  king  commanded,  so  that  all  engaged  in  excavating  the  cave  in  every 
part  and  in  all  directions ;  and  in  a  short  space  of  time,  having  recovered  the 
due  to  the  treasure,  they  brought  the  heaps  into  the  presence  of  Humayun. 

VHBSB. 

Bare  ornaments  of  priceless  gems  were  there. 
Many  a  ring,  bracelet,  and  ear-ring  fair. 
Many  a  casket  and  box  with  lock  of  gold, 
Which  the  pearl  and  the  ruby  and  sapphire  hold. 
Many  a  tool  of  gold,  and  silyer  cup, 
Things  costly  and  rare  filled  them  brimming  up. 

The  king  commanded,  so  that  they  removed  the  locks  from  the  chests  and 
caskets,  and  he  gazed  upon  precious  gems  and  wondrous  rarities.  In  the 
midst  of  all,  he  saw  a  box  adorned  with  jewels  and  with  bands  tightly 
&st6ned  round  it  on  all  sides  and  in  all  directions,  and  locked  with  a  padlock 
of  Turkish  workmanship,  made  of  steel  inlaid  with  gold.  The  firmness  of  that 
lock  was  such,  that  the  tooth  of  no  key  could  unloose  its  wards,  nor  the  skill 
of  any  solver  of  difficulties  And  the  way  to  the  solution  of  its  knot.  However 
much  they  searched,  no  trace  of  its  key  nor  hint  of  the  means  of  opening  it 
appeared.  The  king  felt  an  intense  wish  to  open  that  lock,  and  an  unbounded 
curiosity  to  examine  its  contents.  He  said  to  himself,  '  It  would  seem  that 
they  have  deposited  in  this  box  a  rarity  more  precious  than  gems  of  price ; 


1  The  general  title  of  the  Sassanides  or  third  dynasty  of  Persia,  who  reigned  431  years, 
commencing  229  A.D.  The  most  celebrated  kings  of  this  dynasty  were  Bahr&m-G6r, 
N6shirw&n  and  Parwlz. 

>  I  found  it  impossible  to  introduce  into  English  the  play  on  '«i^,  'fiault,'  and  ffhaib, 
•future.' 

D  2 
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otherwise,  what  can  be  the  cause  of  all  this  caieM  secnrity  ?'  He  then  gave 
orders,  so  that  skilful  nimble-handed  smiths  prepared  to  break  open  the  lock  ; 
and  when  the  lid  of  the  chest  .had  been  opened,  a  casket  was  taken  out  of  it 
studded  with  gems  like  the  zodiac,  and  within  that  casket  was  deposited  a 
small  box,  like  the  orb  of  the  moon  in  exceeding  brightness.  The  king 
commanded,  so  that  they  brought  the  small  box  before  him.  He  opened  its 
lid  with  his  royal  hand,  and  beheld  a  piece  of  white  silk,  on  which  were 
written  some  words  in  the  Syriac  character.  He  marvelled  as  to  what 
this  might  be :  some  said  it  was  the  name  of  the  owner  of  the  treasure,  and 
others  argued  that  it  might  be  a  talisman  which  had  been  written  for 
the  security  of  the  treasure ;  and  as  the  words  of  the  Pillars  of  the  State  on 
the  subject  waxed  long,  Dabishlim  said  that  until  this  should  be  read,  the 
doubt  would  not  be  removed,  and  that  as  no  one  of  those  present  was 
acquainted  with  the  rules  of  the  character,  they  should  hasten  in  search  of 
some  one  by  whom  the  object  might  be  effected.  At  last  they  heard  of  a 
sage  who  had  perfect  skill  in  decyphenng  and  writing  strange  characters,  and 
by  the  imperial  command  they  in  a  short  time  brought  him  to  the  foot  of  the 
sublime  throne.  Babishlfm  after  shewing  him  due  respect,  said,  '  0  sage ! 
the  cause  of  troubling  you  is  this,  that  you  should  explain  in  clear  language 
the  purport  of  this  writing,  and  unfold  truly  and  exactly,  the  circumstances 
of  these  lines. 

HEMIBTIOU. 

From  this  it  may  be  I  may  hare  my  wish.' 

The  sage  took  the  writing,  and  brought  the  words  letter  by  letter  under  the 
survey  of  inquiry.  After  a  long  reflection,  he  said,  *  This  writing  contains  a 
variety  of  beneficial  things,  and  this,  and  no  other,  is,  in  very  truth,  the  written 
treasure.  The  purport  is,  in  brief,  that — *  I,  King  Hushang,^  have  deposited 
treasure  for  a  great  king  and  a  mighty  monarch,  whom  they  call  B&bishllm, 
and  by  means  of  divine  revelation  I  have  learned  that  this  treasure  will  fall 
to  his  lot;  and  I  have  placed  this  testament  amongst  the  gold  and  jewels,  in 
order  that  when  he  removes  this  treasure  and  reads  this  will,  he  may  be  on 
his  guard,  since  to  be  infatuated  with  gold  and  silver  is  not  the  part  of  wise 
men,  because  these  are  but  borrowed  stuff  which  every  day  may  be  handled 
by  a  new  person  and  will  prove  faithful  to  none. 

VBB8B. 

Who  would  wish  for  thiB  world's  riches,  a  vain  and  fleeting  shew  ? 
To  whom  haye  they  proTed  faithful,  that  to  me  they  should  be  so? 
These  bones  the  marrow  of  true  faith  and  abiding  virtue  lack ; 
The  odour  of  fidelity  comes  not  from  this  yain  rubbish-sack. 

But  this  testament  is  a  manual  of  practice,  which  cannot  be  put  aside  by 


*  Second  king  of  the  Pishd&dyan,  or  first  dynasty  of  Persia.     (The  word  signifies  *  sage.') 
For  his  history  see  D'Herbelot  a.v.  Huschank. 
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kings;  wherefore  that  prudent  monarch  will  find  fortune  his  Mend,  who 
acts  in  accordauce  with  these  precepts,  believing  that  every  prince  that 
exists,  who  does  not  choose  to  rely  on  these  fourteen  rules  that  I  set  forth, 
will  find  the  foundation  of  his  fortunes  disturbed,  and  the  basis  of  his  empire 
insecure. 

The  first  precept  is,  that  with  reference  to  any  one  of  his  attendants  to  whom 
the  king  may  give  exaltation  in  his  immediate  presence,  he  should  not 
honour  with  acceptance  the  words  of  another,  with  a  view  to  his  over- 
throwal ;  for  whoever  is  admitted  to  intimacy  with  a  king,  a  number  of 
persons  will  assuredly  feel  envy  of  him,  and  when  they  see  the  foundatiouB 
of  the  king's  favour  firm  with  respect  to  him,  by  clever  stratagems  they  will 
strive  to  ruin  and  subvert  him,  and  pretending  loyalty  and  good  advice,  will 
speak  cunning  and  deceitful  words,  until  the  king's  mind  may  become 
changed  towards  him,  and  in  this  state  of  affidrs  their  desire  may  be 
accomplished. 

COUPLET. 

Listen  not  to  all  men's  speeches,  but  to  mine  give  heed ; 
Base  men  for  their  purpose  specious  reasons  never  need. 

Precept  the  second,  to  wit : — ^Let  the  prince  not  admit  the  sycophant  and 
calumniator  into  his  assembly,  for  they  are  mischievous  and  contentious  and 
their  end  is  very  disastrous ;  moreover,  when  the  king  observes  this  quality  in 
any  one,  let  him,  with  aU  speed,  quench  the  fire  of  his  calumny  with  the 
Bcymitar  of  punishment,  that  the  smoke  of  it  may  not  darken  the  world's  surface. 

C0I7FLET. 

To  quench  the  spark  is  thy  sole  course  to  end 

A  flame  which  would  o'er  heaven  and  earth  extend. 

Precept  the  third,  to  wit : — He  should  observe  to  all  his  nobles  and  Pillars  of 
his  state,  the  way  of  cordiality  and  kindness;  for  all  affairs  are  set  in  move- 
ment by  the  alliance  of  imanimous  Mends,  and  by  the  aid  of  comrades  of 
one  accord. 

HEMISTICH. 

By  unison  the  world  may  be  acquired. 
Precept  the  fourth,  to  wit : — ^Through  the  kind  bearing  of  an  enemy  and  his 
flattery,  let  hini  not  be  elated ;  and  although  he  fawn  and  humble  himself, 
let  him  not  turn  from  caution  to  confidence,  since  true  Mendship  will  in  no 
wise  spring  from  an  enemy. 

VBRSB. 

Shrink  from  a  smiling  enemy  As  you'd  keep  fire  from  fuel  dry : 

Should  he  in  open  battle  fail.  By  fraud  he'U  struggle  to  prevail. 

Precept  the  fifth,  to  wit : — ^When  the  jewel  of  his  wish  has  come  into  his 
grasp,  let  him  not  incline  to  sloth  in  preserving  it,  nor  ruin  it  by  neglect> 
since  another  expedient  may  be  impracticable,  and  however  much  he  may 
repent,  regret  will  be  imavailing. 
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OOUPLBT. 

Leapt  from  the  Btring  no  shaft  retains  again ;      Bite  thy  hack-hand  ^  regietfol — ^'tia  in  vain. 

Precept  the  sixth,  to  wit : — ^Let  him  not  shew  levity  and  precipitatioii  in 
business,  but  let  him  affiact  circumspection  and  deliberation;  for  the  hazm  of 
too  much  haste  is  great,  and  the  advantage  of  patience  and  steadinesB 
is  immense. 

DISnOHS. 

Be  thou  precipitate  in  no  affair, 
Xor  turn  thy  reins  from  thoughtfolness  and  care: 
What  is  not  done,  thou  may'st  with  quickness  do, 
But  when  'tis  done  'tis  then  in  Tain  to  me. 

Precept  the  seventh,  to  wit : — ^Let  him  on  no  account  suffer  the  reins  of 
deliberation  to  slip  from  his  hand.  If  a  body  of  enemies  attack  him  in 
confederation,  and  he  sees  an  advantage  in  this,  viz.,  in  endeavouring  to 
win  over  one  of  them,  supposing  that  escape  from  the  rest  is  likely  to  ensue 
from  such  a  course,  let  him  at  once  take  steps  to  effect  this  object,  and  in 
accordance  with  '  War  is  mk,*  let  him  hew  down  the  basb  of  their  intrig^ues 
with  the  axe  of  stratagem,  since  the  wise  have  said, 

00T7PLBT. 

From  the  snare  of  thy  foe's  guile,  thou  mayst  scape  by  wiles,  I  ween ; 
'Tis  truiff  taid  that  keen  thinge  are  heat  anewered  with  the  keen. 

Precept  the  eighth,  to  wit : — Let  him  beware  of  the  rancorous  and  envious, 
and  not  be  deceived  by  their  flattering  words ;  since  when  the  plant  of  envy 
has  been  rooted  in  the  ground  of  the  breast,  no  fruit  from  it  can  be  expected 
but  mischief  and  injury. 

▼SB8B. 

When  enyious  passions  to  the  breast  belong, 
The  heart  is  set  on  injury  and  wrong. 
The  envious,  heing  present,  thee  cajole, 
But,ahsent,  mischief  only  fiUs  their  soul. 

Precept  the  ninth,  to  wit : — ^Let  him  make  clemency  his  under  and  outer 
garment,  and  not  for  a  slight  fault  bring  his  attendants  into  the  place  of 
exposure  to  invective  and  rebuke,  for  the  great  have  always  washed  out,  with 
the  water  of  forgiveness  and  clemency,  the  stain  of  misdeeds  from  the  records 
of  the  actions  of  the  lowly,  and  have  absolvingly  covered  their  disrespect  and 
boldness  with  the  skirt  of  indulgence. 

COUPLET. 

From  Adam's  time  to  thine,  0  king !  'tis  still  the  same ; 
The  great  extend  forgiyeness,  and  the  lowly  are  to  blame. 

And  when  some  of  his  attendants  have  acted  criminally  and  disloyally,  and 


1  I  trust  I  may  he  pardoned  this  compound  for  '  hack  of  the  hand.' 
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have  been  holpen  by  the  forgiveness  of  the  king,  let  him  again  irrigate  them 
with  the  water  of  his  favours,  that  they  may  not  wander  bewildered  and 
distressed  in  the  wilderness  of  dejection. 

OOUPLET. 

Those  who,  bj  thee  upraised,  ha^e  fayour  found. 
Encourage,  nor  daih  sudden  to  the  ground. 

Precept  the  tenth,  to  wit : — ^Let  him  not  employ  himself  in  injuring  any  one, 
that  in  the  way  of  retribution,  according  to  ^And  the  retaliation  of  evU 
ought  to  he  an  evil  proportionate  thereto y  ^  evU  may  not  result  to  him,  but  let 
him  shower  down  on  the  heads  of  men  the  rain  of  kind  deeds,  that  in  the 
garden  ot  ^ If  ye  do  toeH,  ye  totU  do  well  to  your  oum  souls'*  the  flowers  of  his 
wish  may  bear  fruit. 

STAlfZA. 

If  thou  dost  good,  to  thee  too,  good  they'll  do ; 
If  ill,  they  will  repay  thee,  and  worse  too. 
Art  thou  of  good  and  ill  now  ignorant? 
There  comes  a  day  that  the/U  supply  this  want. 

Precept  the  eleventh,  to  wit : — Let  him  not  indulge  an  inclination  for  a  thing 
which  is  not  in  accordance  with  his  condition  nor  suited  to  his  state,  for  many 
a  person,  having  left  his  own  business,  has  attempted  something  which  did 
not  befit  him,  and  having  failed  in  ejSecting  his  purpose,  has  been  deprived  of 
his  own  employment  also. 

00X7PLBT. 

A  crow  the  mountain-partridgc-gait  in  Tain 
Would  try,  but  failed,  nor  could  its  own  regain. 

Precept  the  twelfth,  to  wit : — ^Let  him  adorn  his  position  with  the  ornaments 
of  mildness  and  constancy,  for  the  heart  of  the  mild  is  lovely  and  the 
profound  saying,  '  The  meek  man  is  all  but  a  prophet,'  is  a  true  tradition. 

OOUTLBT. 

Mildness  than  steel  a  greater  sharpness  boasts, 
Yea,  'tis  more  conquering  than  a  hundred  hosts. 

Precept  the  thirteenth,  to  wit : — ^Having  acquired  feithful  and  trustworthy 
servants^  let  him  avoid  sycophants  and  perfldious  men ;  for  when  the  sweepers 


1  Ku*r6n,  Fl.,  ch.  xlii.  88;    Mar.,  39;    Sale,  p.  360,  1.  47:  'Whatever  things  are 

E'Ten  yoiL  they  are  the  protision  of  this  present  life ;  but  the  reward,  which  is  with  God,  is 
(tter  and  more  durable  for  those  who  belieye  and  put  their  trust  in  their  Lord ;  and  who 
avoid  heinous  and  filthy  crimes ;  and  when  they  are  angry,  forgiye ;  and  who  hearken  unto 
their  Lord  and  are  constant  at  prayer ;  and  whose  affairs  are  directed  by  consultation  among 
themselyes,  and  who  give  alms  out  of  what  we  haye  bestowed  on  them ;  and  who,  when  an 
injury  is  done  them,  ayenge  themselyes  (and  the  retaliation  of  an  eyil  ought  to  be  an  eyil 
proportionate  thereto) :  but  he  who  forgiyeth  and  is  reconciled  unto  his  enemy,  shall 
receiye  his  reward  from  God ;  for  he  loyeth  not  the  unjust  doers."  Maracci  has  omitted 
the  second  ahtanatum, 

s  Kur'&n^    Gh.  xyii.  7;    Sale,    p.  210,  1.  11:    <If  ye  do  well,    ye  wiU   do  well  to 
your  own  souls ;  and  if  ye  do  eyil  ye  wiU  do  it  unto  the  same.' 
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of  the  court  of  empire  are  endued  with  the  quality  of  fidelity,  both  the 
secrets  of  the  state  remained  concealed^  and  men  live  in  safety  from  any 
wrong  on  their  part;  and  if^  which  (rod  forfend!  the  face  of  their  condition 
be  blackened  with  the  mole  of  perfidy,  and  their  words  be  dignified  with 
confidence  by  the  king,  it  may  chance  that  they  may  cast  the  innocent  into 
the  place  of  destruction,  and  that  bad  results  may  ensue  thereupon,  both  for 
time  and  eternity. 


Faithftil  should  be  the  SGirant  of  the  king, 
That  in  the  realm  freeh  glories  may  npspring. 
But  if  to  perfidy  he  turn  aside, 
What  woes,  through  him,  that  hapless  state  betide! 

Precept  the  fourteenth,  to  wit : — ^He  must  not  permit  the  dust  of  dejection 
from  ill-fortune  and  the  yicissitudes  of  life,  to  settle  on  the  garment  of  his 
spirit,  because  the  wise  man  is  ever  involved  in  the  bonds  of  calamity,  while 
the  careless  man  passes  his  life  in  delights  and  ease. 

VSB8B. 

The  chain  is  on  the  lion's  neck,  while  the  jackal,  all  night  long, 
With  thoughtless  freedom  ranges  the  ruined  wastes  ^  among. 
The  wise  man  fears  to  Tenture  forth  from  the  lowly  ceU  of  care. 
The  careless  wantons,  unrestrained,  in  the  garden  and  parterre. 

And  let  him  know  assuredly,  that  without  the  display  of  Eternal  grace,  and 
the  botmty  which  is  exposed  to  no  decay,  the  shaft  of  happiness  cannot  strike 
the  target  of  his  wish,  and  no  excellence  nor  skill,  however  great,  can 
accomplish  anything  without  the  aid  of  the  Divine  decree  and  omnipotent 
power. 

COUPLET. 

Greatness  comes  not  from  science  or  from  skill, 
But  from  the  mandates  of  the  Eternal  will. 

And  to  each  of  these  fourteen  precepts  which  have  been  mentioned,  there  is 
a  certain  tale  attached,  and  a  story  which  can  be  relied  upon ;  and  if  the 
king  desire  to  obtain  information  regarding  the  detail  of  these  stories  and 
tales,  he  must  direct  his  steps  to  that  mountain  in  Sar4ndip,'  which  was  the 
alighting-place  of  the  Father  of  Mankind,  for  his  difficulty  will  be  there  solved, 
and  all  his  wish  will  present  itself  to  him  in  that  garden  of  desires,  '  And 
God  is  the  aider  to  the  acquirement  of  the  wish  and  of  mshed-for  objects,^ " 
When  the  sage  had  offered  to  the  royal  ear  this  genuine  statement, 
and  had  presented  to  the  loftiness  of  the  King's  spirit,  this  casket  of  jewels,  in 


I  One  MS.  explains  on  the  margin  atldl  as  makdn»i  Idkrdbf  and  damn  as  tarpin ;  hut 
another,  and  a  better  one,  reads  a  trdf  for  afldl,  '^ 

>  Ceylon,  where  is  the  mountain  called  Adam's  Peak,  on  which  he  is  said  to  have  fedlen 
when  expelled  from  Paradise. 
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which  were  enclosed  the  pearls  of  spiritual  meaning;  D&buhUm  honourably 
saluted  him,  and  with  the  utmost  reverence,  kissed  the  scroll  and  placed  it, 
as  an  amulet,  on  his  princely  arm,  and  said,  '  The  treasure  of  which  they 
told  me,  is  a  treasure  of  secrets,  not  a  purse  of  dirhamfl  and  dinirs.^  It  is  a 
store  of  wisdom,  not  of  gems  and  pecffls.  Praise  be  to  Ood !  I  have  such  an 
amount  of  worldly  goods  that  I  have  no  need  of  this  superfluity,  and 
through  loftiness  of  spirit,  I  regard  this  small  finding  as  unfound.  It  is 
fitting  that  in  gratitude  for  this  book  of  advice,  which  alone  may  be  looked 
upon  as  a  real  treasure,  they  should  distribute  this  hoard,  by  way  of  alms, 
among  the  deserving,  that  the  offering  of  this  good  action  may  accrue  to  the 
victorious  spirit  of  King  Hushang;  and  we  too,  in  accordance  with  the 
saying,  '  He  who  points  to  a  good  action  is  like  him  that  does  it,*  may  share  in 
the  blessing  of  the  reward.'  The  ministers  of  his  majesty  the  Xing,  by  the 
royal  direction,  bestowed  the  whole  of  that  hoard  of  coins  and  gems,  in  the 
way  of  the  divine  approval,  on  the  deserving. 

COUFLBT. 

Money  iras  giyen  for  deeds  of  charity,     Lo !  now  how  money  chimes  with  almonry ! ' 

And  when  he  had  discharged  this  duty,  the  king  turned  towards  the  capital, 
and  adorned  the  cushion  of  empiro  with  the  imperial  dignity,  and  passed  the 
livelong  night  in  pondering  on  a  journey  to  Sardndip,  that  his  desiro  might 
be  accompHfihed  and  his  wish  attained,  and  that  having  acquired  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  several  precepts,  he  might  make  them  the  prop  of  his 
government  and  the  pillar  of  his  empiro  and  rule.  The  next  day,  when  the 
bright  sun  like  a  pomegranate-coloured  ruby,  showed  its  hce  from  the  comer 
of  the  mountain  of  Sardndip,  and  the  diamond-hued  heaven  showered  down 
sparks  of  brightest  ruby  on  the  earth, 

COUPLET. 

The  sun  poured  down  his  rays  of  golden  hne. 
The  stars  those  pearly  lamps  of  night  withdrew,' 

DdbishJim  commanded,  so  that  they  made  present  at  the  foot  of  the  high 
throne,  two  persons  from  among  the  confidential  servants  of  his  majesty,  who 
for  sincerity  of  counsel  were  roferred  to  as  advisers,  and  for  excellence  of 
advice  and  aid  in  explanation^  wero  the  pivot  [of  the  royal  affairs],  and  after 
distinguishing  them  by  the  imperial  favour,  the  King  disclosed  to  them  the 
droumstances  of  his  midnight  meditation,  and  said,  '  The  desiro  of  journeying 


1  A  dirham  is  from  the  twentieth  to  the  twenty-fiffch  part  of  a  din&r,  as  standards  yary,  and 
this  latter  is  equal  to  a  ducat  or  sequin,  {zeeehino)  about  nine  shillings. 

^  In  the  original,  diramy  the  name  of  a  coin,  rhymes  with  karam,  '  liberality/  I  haye 
made  a  feeble  effort  to  presenre  the  play  npon  words.  '  Almonry,'  I  use,  of  course,  as  the 
place  where  '  alms '  are  £stributed. 

*  By  a  typographical  error  in  the  printed  edition,  kam  ahud  is  written  for  ^m  ahud, 

*•  In  one  MS.  opposite  muwdzarat  is  written  on  the  margin,  ydrl  dddan  min  kathf-u*l- 
lughdt. 
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to  Saz&ndfp  has  fixed  itself  in  my  mind,  and  ihB  purpose  of  proceeding  and 
setting  forwaid  in  that  direction  has  snatched  the  leins  of  choioe  from  the 
grasp  of  power.  What  do  you  think  advisable  in  this  matter,  and  how  do 
you  regard  the  expediency  of  this  step?  And  for  a  long  time  I  have 
nnloosed  the  knot  of  my  difficulties  with  the  finger' of  your  counsel,  and  have 
based  on  your  opinion  of  happy  tendency,  the  foundation  of  the  affiiirs  of  my 
goTemment  and  my  fortunes.  To  day,  also,  bring  to  the  plaee  of  iopiiMum- 
tation  whatever  may  be  the  scope  of  your  prudent  thou^ts,  and  that 
which  your  penetrating  judgment  approves,  in  order  that  I  also  may  try 
it  in  its  various  bearings,  and  make  that  plan,  which  obtains  the  writing  of 
unanimity,  the  principle^  of  action/ 

OOUFLBT. 

On  dne  deliberation  hate  each  deed,  For  unmatored  no  plan  can  e'er  aooceed. 

The  vadrs  said,  '  It  is  not  fitting  to  answer  this  question  impromptu ;  and 
in  the  purposes  of  kings  and  their  affidrs,  due  deliberation  is  required,  since 
an  unconsidered  word  is  like  gold  unweighed. 

HnOBTICH. 

First  weigh  thy  words,  and  then  prepare  to  speak. 

We  will  deliberate  on  this  matter  to-day  and  to-night,  and  will  apply  the  coin 
of  each  cogitation  to  the  touchstone  of  trial,  and  that  which  among  our 
thoughts  turns  out  to  be  fall  weight,  we  will  to-morrow  have  the  honour  to 
represent.'  Ddbishlim  consented  to  this.  The  next  day  at  early  dawn  they 
presented  themselves  before  his  Majesty  the  King,  and  each  having  stationed 
himself  in  the  place  that  belonged  to  him,  they  opened  the  ear  of  sense 
to  hearken  to  the  command  of  the  King,  and  after  penmssion  to  speak,  the 
superior  vaz(r,  having  come  forward  and  knelt  respectfully,  perfonned  the  due 
blessings  and  eulogies,  and  said  as  follows, 

00T7PLBT. 

'World-taker!  world-bestower !   Thon  to  whom  is  giren 
Eternal  empire,  by  the  unchanging  will  of  HeaTen ! 

It  has  thus  entered  the  mind  of  thy  slave,  that  although  but  litUe 
advantage  is  to  be  calculated  upon  from  this  journey,  nevertheless,  much 
labour  must  be  undergone,  and  being  entirely  excluded  from  pleasure  and 
ease,  and  repose  and  delight,  the  heart  must  be  placed  on  toil  and  abstinence ; 
and  it  is  not  concealed  from  the  luminous  and  world-conquering  mind  of  the 
King,  that  accordiug  to  ^The  spark  of  travel  is*  a  fragment  of  hell,*  journeying 
is  a  breast-consuming  flame  and  a  heart-rending  arrow,  and  according  to  the 
saying,  '  JSxpatriatum  is  the  greatest  of  calamities,*  the  leaving  one's  country 
is  a  liver-piercing  dart;  men  of  experience  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 


1  The  word  asMUhdb,  a  common  enough  form,  is  omitted  in  the  Dictionary. 
'  In  the  printed  edition,  mi^i^9-^dkr,  is  written  by  a  mistake  for  min-^s-ddhr. 
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they  should  not  step  beyond  the  corner  of  their  honse,  and  the  drops  of  tears 
are  therefore  trampled  on  because  they  could  not  repose  in  the  nook  of 
their  own  dwelling. 

00T7PLET. 

In  trarel,  toil  and  oontomdy  and  deep  abaaement  meet, 
If  happineas  and  joj  exiati  at  liome  they  are  moat  aweet. 

It  behoyes  a  wise  man  not  to  exchange  ease  for  toil,  nor  to  giTe,  fcom  the 
pahn  of  his  hand,  the  ready-money  of  enjoyment  for  the  goods  of  contingency ; 
nor,  from  choice,  select  the  misery  of  travel  in  preference  to  the  dignity  of 
repose,^  that  that  may  not  befal  him  which  befel  that  Pigeon/  The  ying 
asked.  How  was  that  ? 

STOEY  I. 

The  yazfr  said,  '  I  have  heard  that  two  Pigeons  consorted  together  in  one 
nest,  and  dwelt  in  amity  with  one  another  in  one  abode,  neither  were  their 
minds  disturbed  by  rivals  nor  their  hearts  panged  by  misfortune.  They 
contented  themselves  with  water  and  grain,  and  like  soHtarily  dweUing 
hermits,  consigned  themselves  to  reliance  on  the  Divine  wilL  One  was 
named  Bazindah,'  and  the  other  Nawazindah.  And  both  of  them,  evening 
and  morning,  were  wont  to  sing,  in  unison,  harmonious  strains,  and  at  all 
times,  with  soxd-enlivening  melodies,  to  utter  various  cooings. 

OOITPLBT. 

In  memory  of  that  idol's  fiice,  our  solitude  we  prize, 

That  lore  haa  freed  ns  from  the  world,  and  snapped  all  other  ties. 

Fortune  was  envious  of  the  agreement  of  those  sympathising  friends,  and  the 

malevolent  eyes  of  time  threw  their  balefdl  influence  on  those  two  happy 

companions. 

ooupLsr. 

This  seems  the  task  by  which  Fate's  occupied, 
To  sever  love,  and  friends  from  friends  divide. 

The  deare  of  travel  developed  itself  in  Bizindah,  and  he  said  to  his  friend, 
'  How  long  shall  we  contLnue  in  one  nest  and  spend  our  time  in  one  abode  ? 
I  feel  a  desire  of  wandering  through  different  parts  of  the  world  for  two  or 
three  days,  and  putting  in  practice  the  high  command,  '  Sajf,  go  through  the 


1  As  the  text  stands  in  the  litho^phed  and  printed  editions,  it  seems  to  me,  no  sense 
can  be  elicited  from  it.  The  yazir  is  arguing  against  travel ;  he  could  not  therefore  say, 
thftt  it  behoved  a  wise  man,  'itz-i  ahdmat-rd  bar  pUl-iohurbat  naguzinad^  *not  to  dioose  the 
dignity  of  repose,  in  preference  to  the  degradation  of  travel.'  The  lifht  reading,  that  of 
aome  mSS.,  is,  clearly,  cm^i  phurbat-rd  oar  *m-i  akdmat.  The  printed  edition  has  here,  in 
four  different  places,  koAdh  for  gothah, 

>  ^MMmdakf  'phiyfnl,'  said  in  the  dietionaiy  to  be  <  a  kind  of  pigeon!'  NawdMMah,  in 
the  dictionary,  nawdiandahj '  careesing.' 
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MfiA'  ^  ainoe  in  travel  many  maryellous  things  are  seen  and  many  experiences 
are  gained,  and  the  venerable  have  said,  '  lYavel  is  the  means  of  triumph.^ 
Until  the  scymitar  comes  forth  from  the  scabbard  on  the  battle-field  of  HhB 
brave,  honor  is  not  gained;  and  nntil  the  pen  moves  in  the  path  of 
perambulation  from  its  point,'  the  painting  of  beautiful  styles  is  not 
manifested  on  the  page  of  existence.  The  sky  which  is  ever  journeying,  is 
the  highest  of  all  things;  and  the  earth  which  is  ever  quiescent^'is  tzampled 
down  and  kicked  by  all  beings  both  high  and  low. 


View  the  earth's  sphere  and  the  reTolvixig  sides; 

This  sinks  by  rest,  and  those  by  motion  rise. 

Travel  man's  tutor  is,  and  glory's  gate, 

On  travel  treasure  and  instruction  wait. 

From  place  to  place  had  trees  the  power  to  move. 

Nor  saw  nor  axe  would  wrong  the  stately  grove.' 

Kawizindah  said,  '  0  my  heart's  friend !  thou  hast  not  undergone  the  toils  of 
travel,  nor  experienced  the  hardship  of  absence  from  friends,  nor  has  the 
maxim,  '  lyavel  is  travail,^  reached  thy  soul's  ear,  nor  has  the  stormy  blast, 
*  Farting  is  hnming,^  blown  on  the  garden  of  thy  heart.  Travel  is  a  tree 
which  brings  forth  no  fruit  but  that  of  separation,  and  absence  is  a  cloud 
which  lets  fall  no  drops  but  the  rain  of  disgrace. 

COUPLBT. 

Poor  and  friendless  sits  the  wanderer  alone  at  evening  prayer; 
His  resting-place  the  road-side,  his  heart  broken  with  despair.' 

Bdzindah  said,  '  Although  the  trouble  of  travel  is  wearing  to  the  mind,  stall 
it  enlivens  by  visiting  new  countries  and  seeing  the  wonders  of  the  world; 
and,  moreover,  when  the  disposition  has  become  accustomed  to  the 
inconveniences  of  the  journey,  it  is  no  longer  harassed  by  them,  and  the 
toU  of  the  road  ceases  to  make  the  same  impression  on  the  spirits,  in 
consequence  of  the  interest  taken  in  the  wonders  of  the  strange  country. 

OOITPLBT. 

What  matter  though  in  travel's  path  the  thorn  of  trouble  grows ; 
Since  from  this  thorn  we  gather,  every  moment,  pleasure's  rose.' 

Nawizindah  said,  '  0  beloved  friend !  the  recreation  of  seeing  various  parts  of 
the  world  and  viewing  the  gardens  of  Iram,  delights  us  if  in  the  society  of 
true  companions  and  intimate  friends;  and  when  one  has  been  separated 
from  the  happiness  of  seeing  those  with  whom  one  is  accustomed  to  be,  it 


»  Kur'6n,  ch.  vi,  11  ;  Fl.,  and  Mar. ;  Sale,  p.  82, 1,  29  :  *  Say,  go  through  the  earth,  and 
behold  what  hath  been  the  end  of  those  who  accused  our  prophets  of  imposture.  Say,  unto 
whom  belouMth  whatsoever  is  in  heaven  and  in  earth  ?  Say,  unto  God.  He  hath  prescribed 
unto  himself  mercy.' 

»  I  do  not  think  the  as  Bar  makes  good  sense.  It  is  probably  only  inserted  to  make  a 
jingle  with  «atr,  which  precedes. 


GHAPTBB  I.      IKTBODncnON.      8T0BT    I.  45 

follows^  that  one's  grief  finds  no  solace  from  that  amusement,  nor  is  one's  sorrow 
to  any  extent  alleviated  by  those  spectacles ;  and  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  pain 
of  separation  from  friends  and  the  grief  of  parting  from  those  we  love,  is 
the  hardest  of  all  pains  and  the  most  cruel  of  all  griefs. 

COUPLET. 

'Tis  sure  a  shadowixig  forth  of  hell  firom  friends  to  separate ; 
Forgive  me,  heayen !  for  my  error — hell  is  but  its  entrance-gate. 

Now  that,  Praise  be  to  God  Most  High !  we  have  a  comer  and  supply  of  food, 
draw  the  foot  of  freedom  from  care  under  the  garment  of  welfare,  and  yield 
not  the  collar  of  sense  to  the  grasp  of  lust. 

COUPLXT. 

Seize  thou  contentment's  skirt,  and  be  at  rest; 
For  trayel's  stone  holds  trouble*  in  its  yest.' 

Bdzindah  said,  *  0  friend  and  consort !  speak  not  another  word  of  parting 
and  separation,  for  sympathising  friends  are  not  wanting  in  the  world,  and 
he  who  parts  from  his  friend,  suffers  no  grief  when  he  has  met  with 
another.  If  here  I  ML  to  encounter  my  friend,  I  shall  in  a  short  time  bring 
myself  into  the  society  of  a  new  soother  of  the  heart,  and  thyself  hast  heard 
this  saying  which  they  have  uttered, 

OOXTPLBT. 

Fix  not  thy  beart  on  any  place,  nor  yet  on  comrades  any, 

For  land  and  sea  are  wide  enough,  and  mankind,  too,  are  many. 

I  expect  that  after  this,  thou  will  not  rehearse  to  me  the  volume  of  the  toils 
of  travel,  for  the  flame  of  the  labour  of  travel  makes  a  man  ripe,'  and  no 
person  of  raw  mind  and  reared  in  repose,  can  put  to  its  speed  the  horse  of 
expectation  in  the  plain  of  hope. 

HEIOBTICH. 

Much  trayel's  needful  ere  the  raw  turns  ripe.' 

Nawizindah  said,  'Dear  friend,  at  this  time  that  thou  removest  thy  heart 
from  the  society  of  thy  friends,  thou  hast  severed  the  string  of  ancient  amity. 
Thou  mayest  unite  with  new  comrades,  and  the  precept  of  the  wise  man, 
that 

C0X7PLET. 

'  Do  not  an  old  and  well-tried  friend  forego     For  new  allies,  for  this  may  end  in  woe.'^ 

thou  mayst  transgress.  What  impression  then  will  my  word  have  on 
thee  ?    Nevertheless, 


^  Lit., '  It  arises  that  what  amount  of  relief  does  his  grief  receiye  from  that  amusement.' 

'  Troubles,  or  lit.  *  revolutions,  yicissitudes.' 

'  In  Persian,  puJI^tah  means  'cooked,'  and  also  'shrewd;'  in  yulgar  language  'wide- 
awake.'   The  pun  cannot  be  preserved  in  English. 

*•  Some  MSS.  read  bdihand,  which  would  refer  to  the  '  new  friends,'  who  could  be  said  to 
be '  not  good.' 
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OOUPLBT. 

He  diaU  hif  foenum'i  foiidfift  wibIi  fiilfil,   Who  to  weU-widiing  fruDcb  boidi  not  liii  wilL' 

Having  here  cut  short  their  dialogae,  they  took  leave  of  each  oilier,  and 
Bizindah  tearing  his  heart  from  the  society  of  his  c(nnpanion,  issued  lbr& 
on  the  wing. 


Like  priio&ed  bird,  forth  from  his  cage  he  flew. 

'With  real  curiosity  and  perfect  gratification  he  traversed  the  expanse  of  air, 
and  passed  over  lofty  mountains  and  Eden-like  gardens.  All  of  a  sudden  at 
the  flkirt  of  a  mountain — ^which  hoasted  equality  with  the  elevation  of  the 
highest  heaven,  and  from  greatness  regarded  the  whole  terrestrial  glohe  as  a 
mere  hillock  beneath  its  foot, — ^he  saw  a  meadow.  Its  emerald  surfiu^e  was 
more  heart-expanding  than  the  garden  of  heaven,  and  the  northern^  hreeze,  as 
it  passed  over  loaded  with  perfdme,  was  more  fragrant  than  a  hag  of 
T&t&rian  musk. 


There  countlen  roses  their  paTilioiu  kept;  * 
The  grass  moTod  wakefrd,  while  the  waters  slept 
The  roses,  painted  with  a  thousand  hues, 
Their  heaTenly  fragrance  each  a  league  diffose. 

B&zindah  was  pleased  with  that  delightfril  spot  and  heart-expanding  tract, 
and  as  day  was  closing,  he  iq  that  very  place  unloosed  the  baggage  of  travel* 
As  yet  he  had  not  rested  from  the  toils  of  the  way,  nor  hreathed  a  moment 
in  ease  and  comfort,  when  suddenly,  the  swift-stepping  carpet-spreader,  the 
wind,  raised  up  the  canopy  of  the  clouds  in  the  court  of  the  air,  and  made 
the  tranquil  earth  a  pattern  of  the  tumult  of  the  Eesurrection,  through  the 
uproar  of  the  heart-terrifying  thunder,  and  the  dread  of  the  hosom-rending 
lightning.  The  fire  of  the  thunderbolts  on  one  side  consumed  the  heart  of 
the  spotted  tulips,  and  on  the  other,  the  shaft  of  the  hail  nailed  the  eye  of 
the  wakeful  narcissus  to  the  target  of  the  earth. 

OOUVLBT. 

In  pieces  was  the  mountain's  breast  by  the  lightning's  arrows  riyen, 
And  earth  to  its  foundations  shook  at  the  thundering  Toice  of  Heaven. 

In  such  a  time  as  this  B&zindah  had  no  shelter  to  secure  him  from  the  arrows 
of  the  thunder-doud,  nor  comer  where  he  could  rest  in  safety  frt)m  the  violence 
of  the  intensely  cold  wind.  At  one  moment  he  hid  himself  under  a  branch 
and  at  another  time  he  sought  to  shield  himself  in  the  leaves  of  the  trees, 
and  every  moment  the  affliction  of  the  hail  and  rain  increased,  and  every 
instant  the  terrors  of  the  thunderbolts  and  the  lightning  waxed  greater. 


^  The  Dictionary  renders  nashn-i  thimdl '  Boreas,'  but  here  it  eyidently  means  '  a  cool 
breeze,'  a  zephyr  probably  as  coming  frt>m  the  cold  northern  hillB. 

*  Freely  rendered,  metri  causft.  Lit.,  *  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  roses  blossomed  la  it' 
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00T7FLBT. 

Night,  gloomy  night — heayen's  awful  Toice — a  tempest-ahower  bo  fierce  aa  thia. 
What  care  the  gay  in  banquet-halls  ?    our  perila  do  not  mar  their  blias. 

In  briei^  with  a  thousand  sufferings  he  passed  the  night  until  day,  and  having 
no  remedy,  he  endured  that  ill-timed  calamity,  and  every  moment  his  thoughts 
recurred  to  the  quiet  comer  of  his  nest,  and  the  sodety  of  his  prudent  Mend, 
and  he  heaved  a  cold  sigh  of  regret  and  pain  from  his  inflamed  heart. 

BTAKZiu 

Had  I  bat  known  from  thee  to  seyer, 

Would  kindle  griefii  nought  can  allay, 
I  would  haye  parted  from  thee  neyer. 

Nor  left  thy  side  a  single  day. 

But  when  the  vanguard  of  approaching  day  had  made  an  impression,  that 
instant  the  writing  of  the  gloom  of  the  thimder-doud  was  obliterated  from 
the  page  of  time,  and  by  the  warmth  of  the  world-irradiating  sun,  the 
expanse  of  the  earth,,  and  the  surface  of  the  world,  received  brightness. 

OOUPLBT. 

From  the  east  outdrew  the  son  his  golden  poniard  bright, 

And  through  earth's  peopled  quarters  spread  a  flood  of  yeUow  light 

B4rindah  again  rose  on  the  wing,  hesitating  whether  he  diould  return  to  his 
home,  or,  whether  since  he  had  formed  the  resolution,  he  should  upon  the  whole 
wander  for  two  or  three  days  through  the  r^ons  of  the  world.  In  the  mean- 
time, a  swift-winged,  hard-taloned  royal  white  fEdoon,  which  descends  to  the 
earth  on  the  head  of  its  quarry  swifter  than  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  when 
soaring  on  high  reaches  heaven  quicker  than  the  sight ; 

COUFLBT. 

Attacking  now  it  left  heayen's  bolt  behind, 
Now  soared  more  swiftly  than  the  fiery  ^  wind. 

marked  out  B^lzindah.  When  the  poor  Pigeon  beheld  the  pitiless  fidcon, 
its  heart  began  to  flutter,  and  all  strength  and  power  of  motion  which 
existed  in  its  limbs  and  members  inclined  to  the  regions  of  non-existence. 

OOUPLET. 

When  on  the  doye  the  rapid  falcon  stoops  The  helpless  quarry  unresisting  droops. 

When  Bazindah  saw  himself  again  entangled  in  calamity,  he  remembered 
the  advice  of  his  faithM  friend,  and  clearly  understood  the  crudeness  of  his 
own  project,  and  the  unreasonableness  of  his  thoughts. 

HEMISTIOH. 

Offerings  he  yowed  and  many  a  promise  made, 


^  AtUh-nUhdn  *•  fiery/  seems  a  strange  epithet  for  the  wind,  unless  it  should  be  taken  as 
referring  to  tiie  Samiim.  I  confess  I  cannot  see  its  applicability.  The  wind  might  indeed  be 
compared  to  fire  in  its  rapidity,  and  the  epithet  may  here  be  introduced  to  correspond  to 
diUh, 
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that  if  be  should  escape  from  that  dangeroiu  place  in  safety,  and  emerge  from 
that  terrible  position  into  tranquillity,  be  would  not  allow  bis  mind  to  enter- 
tain another  thought  of  travel,  and  be  would  regard  as  an  invaluable  prize  the 
society  of  bis  cordial  friend,  which  now  seemed  to  him  as  impossible  to 
realize,  as  the  philosopher's  stone,^  and  for  the  remainder  of  bis  life  would 
not  so  much  as  pronounce  with  bis  tongue,  the  name  of  travel. 

C0T7FLR. 

If  I  onoe  more  obtain  my  hold  on  the  skirt  of  meeting  thee, 
While  my  life  remains  none  from  my  grasp  thyself  shall  ever  free. 

By  the  blessing  of  that  excellence  of  intention,  which  includes  an  increase 
of  security,  an  opening  of  the  door  [of  releasel  was  obtained.  In  the 
very  moment  that  the  claw  of  the  falcon  was  about  bringing  hm  into 
the  grasp  of  possession,  from  another  quarter  a  hungry  eagle — ^from  the  iujuiy 
of  whose  talons  the  sign  Aquila  was  not  safe  in  the  nest  of  the  sky,  and  who, 
when  hungry,  carried  off  fr^m  the  meadow  of  heaven,  the  signs  Aries  and 
Capricorn, 

OOUFLR. 

Aries  itself  through  fear  of  him  would  graze  not  on  the  sky, 
SaTe  that  Bahrftm,'  the  blood-drinker,  each  day  stood  watchfiil  by, 

. — bad  mounted  on  the  wing  in  search  of  food.  When  it  beheld  the  state  of  the 
falcon  and  Pigeon,  it  said  to  itself,  '  Although  this  Pigeon  is  but  a  small 
mouthfril,  and  a  trifling  morsel,  nevertheless,  upon  the  whole,  one  may  break 
one's  fast  upon  it,  and  somewhat  allay  one's  impatient  appetite.'  It  made  an 
effort  to  carry  off  the  Pigeon  before  the  fidcon.  Although  the  animal  vigour 
which  is  implanted  in  the  nature  of  the  falcon  cannot  be  placed  in  the  balance 
with  that  of  the  eagle,  stiU,  the  former  did  not  weigh  its  approacb,  but 
engaged  with  it  iq  the  place  of  strife  and  contest,  having  taken  its  seat  in 
the  balance  with  it. 

0OT7PLST. 

The  feathered  rivals  then  to  strive  began,    The  quarry,  dodging,  from  between  them  ran.' 

The  two  were  occupied  in  fighting  with  one  another,  and  Bizindah  eagerly 
catching  at  the  opportunity,  threw  himself  under  a  stone  and  made  room  for 
himself  in  a  bole  into  which  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  a  sparrow  to 
enter,  though  it  had  been  at  pains  to  try ;  and  therefore  passed  another  night 
distressfully.  Wben  in  the  morning  the  white-pinioned  dove  of  the  dawn 
began  to  fly  from  the  nest  of  heaven,  and  the  dark-coloured  raven  of  night 
b^;an,  like  the  'Ank&,  to  be  hid  from  sight,^  and  wben 


^  lit., '  Which — ^like  the  philosopher's  stone — seemed  to  admit  of  being  pointed  out  only  in 
the  sphere  of  non-existence.' 

>  The  planet  Mars. 

>  lit., '  He,  by  a  hundred  tricks,  escaped  from  between  them.' 

*•  The  fabulous  'Anka,  as  not  existing,  is  said  to  be  hid  from  sight. 
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OOUPLBT. 

The  peacock-sun  with  glorious  augury,        Walked  proudly  in  the  garden  of  the  sky. 

Bazindah,  though  from  hunger  he  had  not  power  to  fly^  began  by  some  means 
or  other  to  flutter  and  move  his  wings.  Fearful  andaffiighted,  he  looked  to 
left  and  right,  and  observed  the  utmost  caution  before  and  behind.  On  a 
sudden  he  beheld  a  pigeon,  with  a  little  grain  scattered  in  front  of  it,  and 
a  thousand  other  devices  and  stratagems  of  the  same  kind  employed.  With 
B4zindah  the  host  of  appetite  prevailed  over  the  region  of  the  body ;  when  he 
beheld  his  own  species,  without  reflection  he  went  forward,  and  the  grain 
had  not  yet  reached  his  craw  when  his  foot  was  entangled  in  ccdamity. 

COUPLET. 

Satan's  the  net,  the  world  the  grain,  our  lusts  the  enticements  are. 
Our  hearts  the  fowl  which  greediness  soon  lures  within  the  snare. 

Bazindah  began  to  reproach  that  pigeon,  saying,  '  0  brother  I  we  are  of  the 

same  species,  and  this  accident  has  befallen  me  by  reason  of  my  homoge- 

neousness  with  thee.     Wherefore  didst  thou  not  acquaint  me  with  these 

circumstances,  nor  falfll  the  duties  of  courtesy  and  hospitality  in  order  that 

I  might  have  practised  caution,  and  not  thus  fallen  into  the  snare  ? '     The 

pigeon  replied,  'Leave  off  these  words,  for  caution  is  unavailing  against 

destiny,  nor  is  it  of  any  use  to  struggle  against  fate. 

COUPLET. 

When  from  fete's  string  its  arrow  once  has  hied, 
Expedient's  shield  can  ne'er  it  turn  aside.' 

B4zindah  said,  '  Art  thou  at  all  able  to  point  out  to  me  the  way  of  escape 

frx>m  this  calamitous  strait  ?   and  then  thou  wouldst  cast  on  my  neck,  till 

the  day  of  resurrection,  the  chain  of  obligation.'     The  pigeon  replied,  '  0 

simple  of  heart !   had  I  known  a  stratagem  for  escaping,  I  would  have 

liberated  myself  ftom  the  snare,  nor  would  I  have  become  in  the  manner 

thou  hast  seen,   the  cruel  cause  ^  of  the  capture  of  birds ;  and  thy  state  is 

exactly  like  that  of  the  young  camel,  which  after  going  a  long  way,  grew  tired 

and  said,  with  lamentation  and  entreaty,  to  its  mother,  '  0  unkind ;  stop  just 

so  long  that  I  may  recover  myself  and  rest  a  moment  from  my  weariness.' 

The  mother  replied,  '  0  thou  without  sight !  dost  thou  not  see  that  the  end  of 

the  nose-string  is  in  the  hand  of  another.     Had  I,  in  brief,  the  power  to 

choose,  I  would  release  my  back  from  the  load  and  thy  foot  frx)m  the  journey.' 

DI8TICH8. 

The  camel's  young  one  thus  its  dam  addressed — 
'After  this  march  at  least  a  moment's  rest/ 
She  answered, — *Were  the  nose-string  given  to  me, 
None  should  me  in  this  file  thus  loaded  see.' 


>  Itai^imat  ddr^  the  word  in  the  printed  and  lithonaphed  editions,  is  not  m  the  Dictionary. 
One  MS.  reads  mazlimah  ddri,  and  explains  it  by  l^dri,  I  must  confess  I  would  rather 
read  matlimah  kdr,  did  the  manuscripts  allow  it. 
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When  fidzindah  was  thus  rendered  desperate,  he  began  to  tremble,  and  with  bis 
utmost  eflforts  endeavoured  to  fly.  As  the  string  of  his  impulse  was  strong,  the 
cord  of  the  net,  which  in  the  lapse  of  time  had  become  worn,  was  broken, 
and  Bdzindah  finding  his  throat  clear  of  the  throttle  of  the  net,  flew  pleased 
away,  and  turned  his  &ce  in  the  direction  of  his  native  place.  From  joy 
at  having  obtained  a  light  delivery  from  that  weighty  bond,  his  heart  forgot 
the  pangs  of  hunger,  and  in  the  midst  of  his  flight,  he  arrived  at  a  deserted 
village,  and  rested  on  the  comer  of  a  wall  which  was  near  a  fleld  of  com.  A 
village  boy  who  was  watching  the  field,  in  his  customary  beat,  passed  near 
that  deserted  place.  "When  his  eye  fell  on  the  pigeon,  the  burning  desire  of 
roast  meat  emitted  its  smoke  from  his  heart.  From  the  palm  of  his  hand^ 
he  slipped  a  shell  into  his  bow  and  drew  up  the  string.'  B&zindah  was 
not  on  the  alert  against  that  trick,  and  was  turning  towards  the  field  and 
the  open  space  and  meadow,  when  suddenly,  from  the  juggling  of  the 
deceitM  heavens,  the  impression  of  the  blow  of  that  shell  reached  the 
feathers  of  that  discomfited  one.  From  excess  of  fear  and  terror,  he  fell 
head  downwards  to  the  bottom  of  a  well  which  was  at  the  foot  of  that  same 
wall,  which  was  a  well  such  that,  from  its  exceeding  depth,  the  circle  of 
the  heavens  appeared  like  a  wheel  at  the  top,  and  had  they  woven  together  the 
black  and  white  thread  of  day  and  night,  it  would  not  have  reached  its  bottom. 

BTAlfZA. 

No  well  was  that — a  cayem  bo  profound, 
It  reached  the  seyenth  climate's  furthest  bound. 
If  heayen'  should  try  its  utmost  depths  to  know, 
'Twould  fail,  and  must  its  measurement  forego.^ 

When  the  young  rustic  saw  that  what  he  wished  for  was  at  the  bottom  of 
the  well,  and  that  the  cord  of  counsel  was  too  short  to  reach  there,  he  went 
away  disappointed,  and  left  that  half-killed  one  in  his  painful  imprisonment. 
In  short,  Bdzindah,  for  another  night  and  day,  passed  his  time  with  broken 
heart  and  ruffled  feathers,  at  the  bottom  of  the  well,  and  in  despairing  accents 
according  with  his  state,'  his  thoughts  recurring  to  Nawazindah,  he  made 
mention  of  his  feelings,  of  his  hapless  and  outcast  condition,  and  described  his 
weakness  and  helplessness,  and  said. 


^  Bui-datt  in  the  Dictionary  is  said  to  mean  '  back  of  the  hand,'  a  sense  here  clearly 
impossible. 

>  Faiwatt.  I  suppose  the  weapon  in  which  the  shell  was  placed  to  haye  been  a  cross-bow. 
Faiwastan  would  then  mean,  *  to  draw  the  string  up,  and  place  it  in  the  notch  ready  for  dis- 
charging the  bow/ 

3  One  MS.  reads  J^irod,  which  is  perhaps  better  than/ofoit. 

*  Lit.,  'Would  not  go  round  the  measurement.' 

B  Zahdt^i  hdl  is  said  in  the  Dictionary  to  be  '  language  expressed  by  one's  condition,  in 
contra-distinction  to  lan^age  of  the  tonzue.'  I  hardly  know  whether  the  words  can  bear 
this  meaning.  It  is  eyident  that  Bfiizinaah  actually  uttered  words,  and  did  not  merely 
gesticulate  hu  grief. 
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ODE. 

0  I  recall  the  time  when  near  thy  dwelling  was  my  stay ;  ^ 
Would  now  my  eyes  were  brightened  by  the  dust  of  thy  doorway ! 
My  heart's  wish  was  that  I,  my  friend !  from  thee,  should  never  part : 
What  can  I  do  ?  my  toil  is  vain,  and  vainly  throbs  my  heart. 

Bazindah,  the  next  day,  by  trying  every  way  possible  and  all  the  devices  he 
knew,  brought  himself  to  the  top  of  the  well,  and  weeping  and  bemoaning 
hiBM^,-at  the  mid-hour  between  sunrise  and  noon,'  arrived  near  his  own 
nest.  Nawizindah  heard  the  sound  of  the  wings  of  her  Mend,  and  flying 
forth  to  meet  him  from  the  nest,  said, 

COUPLET. 

'Tis  I  whose  eyes  expand,  my  Mend  to  find, 
How  shall  I  thank  thee — thou  so  true  and  kind!^ 

And  when  she  had  embraced  Bazindah,  she  foimd  him  excessively  weak  and 
thin.  She  said,  '  0  beloved  Mend !  where  hast  thou  been  ?  and  what  is  the 
state  of  thy  circiunstances  ? '  Bazindah  said, 

COUPLET. 

'Ask  me  not  what  woes  of  love,  what  pangs  have  been  my  lot, 
All  the  griefis  that  parting  brings,  I've  tasted — ask  me  not. 

As  for  the  toil  and  travail  and  affliction,  which  have  passed  over  me, 

COVTUST. 

I  need  the  quiet  night-time  and  the  pleasant  moon  as  well, 
That  to  thee  I  may  the  story  of  all  my  sorrows  tell. 

The  sum  of  the  matter  is  this,  that  I  had  heard  that  in  travel,  much 
experience  is  obtained ;  at  length  I  have  gained  thus  much  experience,  that 
80  long  as  I  live  I  will  not  make  another  journey,  and,  imtil  I  am  compelled, 
I  wiU  not  go  forth  fix)m  the  comer  of  my  nest,  and  by  my  own  choice  I  will 
not  exchange  the  happiness  of  beholding  my  Mends  for  the  pain  of  the 
stroi^les  of  exile. 

COUPLET. 

For  traveVs  conflict  I'll  not  lust  again,       In  sight  of  friends  perpetual  pleasures  reign.* 

And  I  have  introduced  this  apologue  that  his  majesty,  the  ruler  of  the  world, 
may  not  exchange  the  dignity  of  a  settled  abode  for  the  degradation  of 
travel,  and  not  voluntarily  choose  separation  from  friends  alid  country, 
which  has  no  other  Miit  but  wretched  bewailing  and  tearful  eyes." 

COUPLET. 

When  thoughts  of  friends  and  country  fill  my  soul, 
Tears  from  my  eyes  in  melting  torrents  roll.^ 


1  Sar^i  kui  signifies  '  end  of  the  street.' 

'  I  have  thought  it  better  thus  to  translate  ehtUhtgdh^  as  breakfast-time  may  vary  through 
the  twelve  hours. 

'  Lit.,  *■  HelpM  and  cherishing.' 

*  lit.  *  My  dwellings  are  brimfrd  of  thy  tears.' 
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Dabishlfm  said,  '  0  wise  vazfr !  cdthough  the  labour  of  travel  is  great,  its 
advantages,  too,  are  beyond  computation.  When  any  one  has  fallen,  in 
traveling,  into  the  whirlpool  of  hardship,  he  becomes  improved  and  polished, 
and  experiences  are  acquired  by  him,  from  which,  throughout  his  Hfe,  he 
may  derive  advantage ;  and  indubitably  complete  advancement  appears  in 
travel,  both  external  and  internal.  Seest  thou  not  that  the  pawn  by 
traveling  six  stages,  owing  to  the  kaowledge  it  thus  acquires,  obtains  the  rank 
of  a  queen ;  and  the  light-speeding  moon  by  a  journey  of  fourteen  nights, 
progresses  from  the  place  of  a  thin  crescent  to  the  dignity  of  the  frill  orb. 

OOUPUBT. 

To  Pharaoh's^  state  by  traTel  mounts  the  low. 
When  would  the  moon,  imtrayeled,  fairer^  grow } 

And  if  a  person  subside  into  the  comer  of  his  wretchedness,  and  step  not 
beyond  his  miserable  home,  he  remains  deprived  of  seeing  the  marvels 
of  various  countries,  and  devoid  of  the  honour  of  waiting  on  the  great 
amongst  mankind.  The  falcon  secures  a  place  on  the  wrist  of  kings,  because 
it  crouches  not  in  its  nest ;  and  the  owl,  because  it  cannot  turn  its  incli- 
nations fr^m  solitude,  remains  behind  the  wall  of  disgrace. 

OOUFLBT. 

Swoop  like  fidcon  forth,  to  distant  regions  flj. 
Owl-like  how  long  will  thon  behind  the  ruin  lie? 

And  one  of  the  great  sages  inspired  the  whole  body  of  his  disciples  with  the 
desire  of  travel,  by  this, 

aUATBAIN. 

Each  one  who  travels  pleases  aye  the  more, 
All  eyes  approve  him  and  all  hearts  adore.' 
How  pure  the  waves  that  our  embraces  woo, 
Confine  them  and  you  make  them  fetid  too.' 

And  if  that  hawking-£alcon,  which  grew  up  with  the  young  of  a  kite,  had 
remained  in  their  nest,  and  had  not  winged  its  flight  through  the  air  in 
travel,  it  would  not  have  attained  the  honour  of  the  notice  of  a  king.' 
The  vazir  besought,  saying,  'How  were  the  circumstances  of  that  affair?' 

STORY  n. 

King  D&bishlfm  said,  ''  I  have  heard  tell  that  once  on  a  time  two  hawks, 
swift  of  wing,  consorted  together,  and  their  nest  was  on  the  crest  of  a 
mountain,  such  that  the  celestial  eagle  could  not,  by  the  power  of  its  wing, 
approach  it,  and  the  constellation  Aquila,  in  spite  of  soaring  so  high,  could 

not  reach  its  vicinity. 

* 

^  There  is  a  very  ^ood  eouivoaue  in  the  Persian  between  Kai-khusrau  *  Chosroes,'  and 
kai  khiuhrit  '  when  fau  ?'  In  oraer  to  preserve  it  I  have  changeJChosroes  into  Pharaoh, 
who  serves  equally  well  for  the  illustration. 

'  Lit.,  '  In  the  fullness  of  excellence  he  becomes  the  light  of  every  eye/ 

'  Lit.,  *  There  is  not  a  thing  purer  than  water,  if  it  abides  in  onti  place,  it  becomeis  fetid.' 
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COUPLBT„ 

No  moantam  that — ^which  on  earth's  mxr&oe  lies — 
A  hearen  you'd  call  it,  placed  above  the  skies. 

And  ihey  passed  their  time  happily  in  that  nest,  and  lived  delighted  and 
content  in  beholding  each  other. 

COUPLET. 

0  nightingale !  that  with  the  rose  dost  sit,  Thy  state  is  bUssful,  therefore  value  it. 

After  a  time,  God  Most  High  vouchsafed  them  a  young  one.  By  reason  of 
tiie  innate  affection^  which  they  felt  at  the  sight  of  their  son,  both  of  them 
went  in  search  of  food,  and  brought  viands  of  every  description  for  their 
hearts'  treasure,  and  in  a  short  time  his  strength  began  to  increase.  One 
day,  having  left  him  alone — each  had  gone  somewhither,  and  a  delay  took 
place  in  their  return, — the  young  hawk  felt  the  cravings  of  hunger.  He 
began  to  search  [for  food],  and  turning  himself  on  every  side,  came  to  the 
edge  of  the  nest.  Suddenly  he  fell  thence,  prone  towards  the  bottom  of  the 
mountain.  It  chanced  that  in  that  spot  a  kite  had  issued  £rom  its  nest  in 
quest  of  food,  which  it  sought  for  its  young,  and  as  it  sate,  expectant,  on  the 
side  of  tiie  mountain,  its  sight  fell  on  that  young  hawk,  which  was  descending 
from  the  top  of  the  mountain  to  the  bottom ;  it  entered  its  imagination  that  it 
was  a  mouse  which  had  escaped  from  the  talons  of  a  kite. 

HEMISTICH. 

Still,'  in  the  jar — one  thought — 1  view  thy  face. 

Without  reflection,  it  made  haste,  and  before  it  could  touch  the  ground, 
seized  it  in  mid-air,  and  carried  it  to  its  own  nest,  and  on  carefully 
examining  it,  by  the  character  of  its  claws  and  beak,  perceived  that  it 
belonged  to  the  kind  of  hunting-birds,  and  through  homogeneousness,  pity 
sprang  up  in  its  heart,  and  it  thought  to  itself:  'The  mercy  of  Ood  is 
visible  in  this  matter,  and  has  made  me  the  instrument  of  its  preservation ; 
and  had  I  not  been  present  in  that  spot,  and  this  young  bird  had  fallen  frx>m 
the  top  of  the  mountain  on  the  ground,  undoubtedly  all  its  limbs  and 
members  had  been  parted  frx>m  one  another,  and  its  bones  would  have  been 
pulverised  by  dashing  against  the  stone  of  misfortune,  and  would  have  been 
scattered  like  dust  on  the  wind  of  annihilation ;  and  since  the  divine  decree 
has  so  required  that  I  should  be  the  means  of  its  preservation,  it  is  most 
right  that  it  should  participate  in  education  with  my  sons,  nay,  that  I  should 
bring  it  up  as  a  son,  and  that  it  should  be  ranged  in  the  series  of  my  other 
children.'  Then  the  kite,  through  pity,  undertook  the  rearing  of  the  young 
hawk,  and  treated  it  in  the  very  same  way  as  that  in  which  it  behaved 


1  One  MS.  reads  ahafkati  for  shaghfi^  and  I  am  inclined  to  prefer  it.  The  Dictionary  gives 
no  suitable  meaning  for  the  latter. 

'  The  lithographed  edition  and  MSS.  read  hamdn  J^iydl  for  the  hamah  khiydl  of  the 
printed  edition. 
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towards  its  own  young,  until  it  grew  up ;  and  the  original  instinctB  which 
were  innate  in  it,  according  to  the  sa3ring  *  Mankind  are  mines  like  mines  of 
gold  and  silver^  began  to  devclope  and  reveal  themselves.  Although  it 
imagined  that  it  was  one  of  the  sons  of  that  kite,  yet  it  saw  that  its  aspect 
and  courage,  and  the  terror  it  inspired,  was  different  from  theirs.  Often  it 
wondered,  sajing,  '  If  I  do  not  belong  to  them,  why  am  I  in  this  nest  ?  and 
if  I  am  of  this  family,  why  am  I  opposed  to  them  in  form  and  quaUties  ? 

QUATRAIN. 

I  think  not  I  to  this  same  band  belong  Nor  count  myself  excluded  from  the  throng, 

Included  and  excluded  thus  'tis  best,  To  liye  contented  and  neglect  the  rest' 

One  day  the  kite  said  to  the  hawk,  '  0  son,  dear  to  my  heart !  I  see  that 
thou  art  very  sad,  and  the  cause  of  thy  dejection  is  hid  from  me.  If  thou 
hast  any  wish  in  thy  heart,  disclose  it  to  me  that  I  may  occupy  myself  in 
obtaining  it ;  and  if  any  desire  passes  through  thy  mind,  make  it  known 
unhesitatingly,  that  to  the  extent  of  my  power  I  may  exert  myself  in 
accomplishing  it.'  The  hawk  replied,  '  I,  too,  find  in  myself  a  feeling  of 
dejection,  and  I  do  not  know  the  cause  of  it,  and  if  I  know  it  I  cannot 
teUit. 

COUPLET. 

Behold  this  wondrous  flower,  which  has  blossomed  here  for  me. 
Its  hue  cahnot  be  tokened,  nor  its  odour  hidden  be. 

I  now  see  it  to  be  advisable  that  thou  shouldest  favour  me  with  the  honor 
of  leave,  that  I  may  journey  in  various  parts  of  the  world  for  two  or  three 
days.  Perchance,  by  the  fortunate  influence  of  movement,  the  dust  of  grief 
may  be  effiEUied  from  the  page  of  my  heart,  and  when  my  mind  is  occupied 
with  the  wonders  and  marvels  of  great  cities  and  districts,  it  is  possible  that 
the  form  of  cheerfulness  may  be  manifested  in  the  mirror  of  my  mind.' 
When  the  kite  heard  the  mention  of  parting,  anguish  arose  in  his  heart,^  and 
he  said, 

COUPLET. 

'Thou  speak'st  of  bitter  parting — sad  thy  tone, 
Do  what  thou  wilt — leave  that  at  least  undone.' 

Then  complaining,  he  added,  '  0  son !  what  plan  is  this  thou  hast  formed  ? 
and  what  thought  is  this  thou  hast  entertained  ?  speak  not  of  travel,  for  it  is 
a  man-devouring  sea,  and  a  dragon  which  carries  off  human  beings. 

COUPLET. 

Travers  the  present  hell  of  human  kind,  Hence  trayel — trayail^  like  in  form  we  find. 

The  cause,  in  general,  why  men  make  choice  of  traveling,  is  to  procure  the 
means  of  subsistence,  or  because  they  find  it  difficult  to  remain  in  their  own 


^  Lit.,  *  Smoke  arose  from  his  heart.' 

2  Lit.,  *Thc  form  of  travel  and  hell,'  there  being  an  equivoque  on  aafair  *  travel,'  and 
mkar  *"  hell.'    To  keep  the  play  on  words  I  have  translated  the  second  word,  *  travail.' 
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country ;  and  neitiier  of  these  two  things  has  happened  to  thee.  Thanks  be 
to  Qod  that  our  abode  is  a  comer  free  from  care,  and  that  there  is  food 
procorabley  sufficient  for  us  to  live  upon,  and  thou  hast  exaltation 
above  my  other  sons,  and  all  those  older  ^  than  thee  bow  before  thee. 
Notwithstanding  all  this,  to  choose  to  travel  and  abandon  the  pleasure  of  a 
settled  abode,  appears  to  be  fur  from  the  path  of  good  sense;  and  long  ago 
&ey  have  said, 

HEMtBTICH. 

'Tis  ever  wiBdom  to  let  well  alone/' 

The  hawk  said,  *  What  thou  hast  been  pleased  to  say,  is  kindly  and  tenderly 
spoken ;  but  whenever  I  meditate  with  myself,  this  comer  and  this  food 
appear  unworthy  of  my  condition,  and  things  pass  through  my  mind  which 
I  am  unable  to  express.'  The  kite  perceiving  that  the  saying  *  EomrytMng 
barm  hack  to  iU  origindl  nature ^^  was  here  made  evident,  stepped  beyond 
the  limits  of  this  argument,  and  said,  '  That  which  I  say  is  on  the  ground 
of  contentment,  and  what  thou  sayest  proceeds  from  greediness,  and  the 
greedy  person  is  always  disappointed ;  and  as  long  as  one  is  not  contented' 
he  finds  no  repose,  and  as  thou  art  not  thankful  for  the  blessings  of 
OGntentment,  and  knowest  not  the  value  of  freedom  from  ease,  I  fear  that 
that  will  befall  thee  which  befell  that  greedy  cat.'  The  hawk  asked '  How  was 
that?' 

STORY  in. 

The  kite  said,  '  In  former  times  there  was  an  old  woman  in  a  state  of 
extreme  debility.  She  possessed  a  cot  more  narrow  than  the  heart  of  the 
ignorant,  and  darker  than  the  miser's  grave ;  and  a  cat  was  her  companion, 
which  had  never  seen  even  in  the  mirror  of  imagination,  the  &ce  of  a  loaf, 
nor  had  heard  from  friend  or  stranger  the  name  of  meat.  It  was  content  if 
occasionally  it  smelt  the  odour  of  a  mouse  from  its  hole,  or  saw  the  print  of 
the  foot  of  one  on  the  surfeu^  of  a  board,  and  if,  on  some  rare  occasion,  by 
the  aid  of  good-fortnne  and  the  assistance  of  happy  destiny,  one  fell  into  its 
claws, 

HBXISnCH. 

like  a  poor  wretch  who  finds  out  buried  gold, 

its  cheek  lighted  up  with  joy,  and  it  consumed  its  past  sorrow  with  the 
flame  of  its  natural  heat,  and  a  whole  week,  more  or  less,  it  subsisted  on 
that  amount  of  food,  and  used  to  say, 

OOUPLBT. 

In  slumber  see  I  this,  my  God !  or  with  my  waking  eyes  ? 
Myself  in  plenty'  such  as  this,  after  such  agonies  ? 


^  One  MS.  reads  hamah  bmurgdn  for  hamah  bmurgi. 

2  Lit. :  '  It  is  not  the  act  of  wise  men  to  abandon  good  days.' 

3  There  is  a  mistake  in  the  printed  edition  here,  bas  for  pas. 
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And  inasmucli  as  the  house  of  the  old  woman  was  the  famine-year  of  that  cat, 
it  was  always  miserable  and  thin,  and  from  a  distance  appeared  like  an  idea. 
One  day,  through  excessive  wealmess,  it  had,  with  the  utmost  difficulty, 
mounted  on  the  top  of  the  roof;  thence  it  beheld  a  cat  which  walked  proudly 
on  the  wall  of  a  neighbouring  house,  and  after  the  fashion  of  a  destroying 
lion,  advanced  with  measured  steps,  aud  from  excessive  fat,  lifted  its  feet 
slowly.  When  the  cat  of  the  old  woman,  saw  one  of  its  own  species  in  that 
state  of  freshness  aud  &t,  it  was  astonished,  and  cried  out,  saying, 

HEMXBTICH. 

'  Truly  with  pride  thou  advancest,  tlien  wilt  thou  not  tell  me  from  whence  ? 

Thou,  whose  state  is  thus  pleasant,  whence  art  thou  ?  and  since  it  appears 
that  thou  comest  from  the  banquet-chamber  of  the  Khan  of  Khat&y'  whence  is 
this  sleekness  of  thine,  and  from  what  cause  this  thy  grandeur  and  strength?' 
The  neighbour-cat  replied,  '  I  am  the  crumb-eater  of  the  tray  of  the  sulfan. 
Every  morning  I  attend  on  the  court  of  the  king,  and  when  they  spread 
the  tray  of  invitation,  I  display  boldness  and  daring,  and  in  general  I  snatch 
off  some  morsels  of  fat  meats,  and  of  loaves  made  of  the  finest  fiour;  and 
I  pass  my  time  happy  and  satisfied  till  the  next  day.'  The  cat  of  the 
old  womau,  inquired  '  What  sort  of  a  thing  may  fat  meat  be  ?  and  what  kind 
of  relish  has  bread,  made  of  fine  flour  ?  I,  during  my  whole  life,  have  never 
seen  nor  tasted  aught  save  the  old  woman's  broths,  and  mouse's  flesh.'  The 
neighbour-cat  laughed,  and  said,  '  Therefore  it  is,  that  one  cannot  distinguish 
thee  from  a  spider,  and  this  form  and  appearance  that  thou  liast,  is  a  reproach 
to  our  whole  race ;  and  the  shape  and  character  which  thou  hast  brought 
from  the  house  to  the  desert,  is  an  eternal'  disgrace. 

OOUPLBT. 

Cat,  by  thy  taU  and  ears,  one  might  thee  deem, 
Tet,  in  all  else,  a  spider  thou  wouldst  seem. 

And  if  thou  shouldst  see  the  court  of  the  sultan,  and  smell  the  odour  of 
those  delicious  viands  and  agreeable  meats,  it  is  probable  that  the  mystery, 
'  JTho  shall  restore  banes  to  Ufe  when  they  are  rotten,^  may  come  forth  from 
the  curtain  of  what  is  hidden,  to  the  plain  of  manifestation,  and  thou  mayst 
acquire  a  fresh  form.' 


\  Eh^tf^t  Northern  China,  the  Cathay  of  Milton.  This  word  has  been  omitted  in  the  new 
edition  of  Jomson's  Persian  Dictionary. 

^  The  MSS.  and  lithographed  edition  read  har  dawdm  for  the  bar  ddram  of  the  printed 
edition,  which  1  conclude  to  oe  a  typographical  error. 

^  Eur*(in,  ch.  xxxvi.,  78 ;  Sale,  p.  333,  last  line,  *  He  saith,  who  shall  restore  bones 
to  life  when  they  are  rotten }  Answer, — He  shall  restore  them  to  liife  who  produced  them  the 
first  time ;  for  He  is  skilled  in  eyery  kind  of  creation ;  who  giveth  you  fire  out  of  the  green 
tree,  and  behold  ye  kindle  your  fiiel  from  thence.'  See  also  Sale,  p.  198,  note  e :  *  Obba  £bn 
Khalf  came  to  Muhammad  with  a  rotten  bone,  and  asked  him  whether  it  were  possible  for 
God  to  restore  it  to  life.' 
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OOUFLKT. 
The  scent  of  the  heloTed  one  passed  o'er  the  loyers'  graye,^ 
What  marvel  if  to  those  dry  bones  the  breath  of  life  it  gave. 

The  cat  of  the  old  woman,  said,  most  beseechingly^  '  0  brother !  thou  art 
bound  to  me  by  the  rights  of  neighbourship  and  the  link  of  homogeneousness, 
why  not  perform  what  is  due  to  courtesy  and  fraternity,  and  this  time,  when 
thou  goest,  take  me  with  thee ;  perchance,  by  thy  good  fortune,  I  may  obtain 
food,  and  by  the  blessing  of  thy  society,  I  may  acquire  a  place. 

OOUPLKT. 

From  picas  company  withdraw  thou  not,        Nor  those  nnclasp  who  share  a  prosperous  lot*' 

The  heart  of  the  neighbour-cat  melted  at  his  lamentable  position,  and  he 
resolved  that  he  would  not  attend  the  feast  without  him.  The  cat  of  the  old 
woman,  from  the  happy  tidings  of  this  promise,  felt  new  life,  and  descending 
from  the  roof,  stated  the  case  to  her.  The  old  dame  began  to  advise  the 
cat,  saying,  '  0  kind  companion,  be  not  deceived  by  the  words  of  worldly 
people,  and  abandon  not  the  comer  of  content,  for  the  vessel  of  covetousness 
is  not  filled  save  with  the  dust  of  the  grave ;  and  the  eye  of  lust  is  not 
stitched  but  with  the  needle  of  annihilation  and  the  thread  of  death/ 

TEBSB. 

Contentment  makes  man  wealthy — Tell  it  then 
To  the  onsatiBfied  and  world-o'er- wandering  men, — 
They  ne'er  knew  God,  nor  paid  Him  worship  due. 
Since  with  their  lot  they  no  contentment  knew. 

The  cat  had  not  taken  into  its  head  a  longing  for  the  table  of  the  delicacies  of 
the  sultan,  to  such  an  extent  only  as  that  the  medicine  of  advice  could  be 
profitable  to  it. 

OOXJPLET. 

'TiB  hut  to  cage  the  wind  adyice  to  give  To  loyers,  'tis  but  water  in  a  sieve. 

In  short  the  next  day,  along  with  its  neighbour,  the  old  woman's  cat,  with 
tottering  steps  conveyed  itself  to  the  court  of  the  sultan,  and  before  that 
helpless  one  could  arrive'  there,  ill-fortune  had  poured  the  water  of  disappointr 
ment  on  the  fire  of  its  crude  wish,  and  the  reason  was  as  follows : — ^The 
day  before,  the  cats  had  made  a  general  onslaught  on  the  table,  and  raised  a 
clamour  and  uproar  beyond  bounds,  and  had  annoyed,  to  the  last  degree,  the 
guests  and  their  host.  Wherefore,  on  this  day,  the  sult&n  had  commanded 
that  a  band  of  archers,  with  swiftly  impelling  notches,  standing  in  ambush,^ 


1  I  hare  put  the  verb  in  the  past  tense,  metri  causd.  Literally,  it  is:  'If  the  scent 
should  pass.' 

'  Lit. :  '  Take  not  thy  hand  from  the  waist  of  the  prosperous,  (or)  of  those  approaching.' 
I  should  prefer  the  latter  sense  of  mukbii,  since  the  old  woman's  cat  could  hardly  be  said  to 
be  prosperous,  but  perhaps  that  epithet  refers  to  her  neighbour. 

'  In  the  printed  edition,  the  words  ba-rasad  and  ruus  are  run  together  so  closely  as  to 
mske  them  look  like  one  word,  which  might  occasion  difficulty  to  the  student. 

*  One  MS.  reads  dar  gothah,  which  I  much  prefer  to  the  unmeaning  (unmeaning  even 
for  a  Persian  epithet)  goahah  tayydr  or  gothah  tiydr. 
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should  watch,  bo  that  for  every  cat,  who  holding  before  its  face  the  backler  of 
impudence,  should  enter  the  plain  of  audacity,  the  very  first  morsel  that  it 
ate,  should  be  a  liver-piercing  shaft.  The  old  woman's  cat,  ignorant  of  this 
circumstance,  as  soon  as  it  smelt  the  odour  of  the  viands,  without  the 
power  of  checking  itself,  turned  its  face  like  a  Mcon,  to  the  hunting-ground 
of  the  table,  and  the  scale  of  the  balance  of  appetite  had  not  yet  been  weighted 
by  heavy  mouthfuls,  when  the  heart-piercing  arrow  quivered  in  its  breast 


From  the  bone  trickling  flowed  the  sangnine  tide, 
In  terror  of  its  life  it  fled  and  cried: 
*  Could  I  escape  this  archer's  hand,  I'd  dwell 
Content  with  mice  and  the  old  woman's  oelL 
Dear  friend !  the  honey  pays  not  for  the  sting, 
Content  with  syrup  is  a  better  thing.' 

'  And  I  have  introduced  this  apologue,  that  thou,  too,  mayest  regard  the 
secluded  comer  of  my  nest  as  a  blessing,  and  mayest  understand  the  value  of 
the  food  and  morsels,  which  reach  thee,  untoiled  for  by  thee ;  and  showing 
thyself  contented  with  a  little,  mayest  not  seek  for  more,  lest,  God  forbid ! 
thou  arrive  not  at  the  condition  thou  seekest,  and  this  place,  too,  depart 
from  thy  hand.'  The  hawk  said,  'What  thou  hast  been  pleased  to  say, 
is  the  essence  of  good  advice  and  kindness,  nevertheless,  to  stoop  to  trifles 
is  the  business  of  the  mean,  and  to  show  content  with  mere  eating  and  drink- 
ing, is  the  disposition  of  brutes.  Every  one  who  would  sit  on  the  throne 
of  greatness  must  rise  up  in  pursuit  of  high  things,  and  he  who  wishes  to 
put  on  his  head  the  crown  of  exaltation,  must  belt  himself  with  the  girdle 
of  search.  A  lofty  spirit  is  not  satisfied  with  low  things,  and  a  noble  intellect 
approves  not  of  base  positions. 

VBBSB. 

None  ever  found  the  way  on  high  to  rise, 
Till  he  obtained  the  step  of  high  emprise. 
Seek  rank,  that  to  the  moon  thou  mayest  mount, 
None  drink  cloud-water  from  a  well's  low  fount.' 

The  kite  said,  '  This  idea  that  thou  hast  taken  into  thy  head,  will  not  be 
realised  by  mere  imagining ;  and  this  cauldron  of  desire,  will  not  reach  the 
boiling  point  by  vain  longing.  Ko  affiedr  makes  progress,  unless  the  means 
are  ready ;  and  no  result  manifests  itself,  unless  men  first  take  order  for  the 
pre-requisites. 

COUPLET. 

Boasts  will  not  pillow  thee  where  great  men  sit, 
Wouldst  thou  haye  greatness,  greatly  strive  for  it.' 

The  hawk  said,  '  The  strength  of  my  claws  is  the  best  means  of  procuring  the 
blessings  of  fortune,  and  the  power  of  my  beak  the  best  way  of  obtaining  the 
grades  of  high  rank.    But,  perhaps,  thou  hast  not  heard  the  story  of  that 


CHAPTBB  I.      UfTAODUCnOK.      8T0BT  IT.  59 

Bwordaman  who  sought  kingship  and  rule  by  the  help  of  the  arm  of  eourage, 
and,  finally,  the  robe  of  his  noble  spirit  was  adorned  with  the  fringe  of 
sovereignty  ? '     The  kite  inquired  '  How  was  this  matter  ? ' 

STORY  IV. 

The  hawk  said, '  In  ancient  times  there  was  a  poor  mechanic  at  his  wit's  end  to 
maintain  his  family,  and  who,  from  extreme  distress,  had  never  read  a  single 
letter  from  the  x>age  of  pleasure,  and  the  gains  of  whose  craft  sufficed  not  for 
more  than  the  expenses  of  his  family,  and  the  emoluments  of  whose  profession 
went  not  beyond  providing  bread  and  raiment.  The  favour  of  God,  (May  his 
glory  be  magnified !)  bestowed  on  him  a  dear  son,  on  whose  fh>nt  the  tokens 
of  greatness  were  manifest;   and  on  whose  countenance  the  signs  of  high 

fortune  were  apparent. 

O0I7PLBT. 

Of  happy  fortime  and  high  augury,  The  fidrest  phmt  in  joy's  parterre  was  he. 

By  the  blessing  of  his  footsteps,  the  state  of  his  fisither  became  one  of 
cheerfulness,^  and,  by  his  happy  auspices,  the  income  firom  his  craft  began  to 
exceed  his  expenses.  The  father,  regarding  his  footsteps  as  auspicious,  caused 
him,  to  the  extent  of  his  power  at  the  time,  to  be  educated;  and  the  boy,  in 
his  childhood,  was  wont  to  speak  of  nothing  but  archery,  and  continually 
played  with  shield  and  sabre.  When  they  conveyed  him  to  school,  he  would 
suddenly  make  off  and  appear  in  the  midst  of  the  plain ;  and  whenever  they 
instructed  him  in  writing,  his  thoughts  darted  away  to  the  straight  spear.' 
He  was  always  reading  the  inscription  of  conquest  from  the  lines  of  the  sabre, 
and  ever  perusing,  from  the  ornaments  of  the  shield,'  the  sketch  of 
emioblement. 

VEB8B. 

When  his  instructor  writes  down  'H&'  and  'Mim,' 
These  to  his  £uicy  shield  and  helmet  seem. 
Will  he  of  *Alif,'  *  Be '—his  notions  shew, 
*Alif'  the  shaft  resembles,  *Be'  the  bow> 

When  fix)m  the  stage  of  childhood  he  arrived  at  the  boundaries  of  puberty, 
his  fisither  said,  '0  son,  my  mind  is  entirely  bent  on  thy  state,  and  the 
period  of  manhood  has  no  relation  to  the  season  of  boyhood.  The  marks  of 
audacity  and  hardihood  are  very  manifest  on  the  pages  of  thy  condition.  I 
wish  that  before  evil  dispositions  cast  thee  into  the  perils  of  lust,  I  may  make 


'  One  MS.  reads  ahddmdni  which  1  prefer  to  tdmanL  Other  MSS.  omit  the  hdl  before 
fidar. 

'  There  is  an  equivoque  which  I  hare  been  unable  to  retain  in  English.  ^a(f  signifies 
*  writing'  and  naizah-i  ^atti  *■  a  straight  spear.' 

'  Nirang  signifies  'spell,'  as  well  as  '  sketch.'    Eligat  lector. 

^  In  'Be'  the  boy  found  the  shape  of  a  bow,  in  'Alif '  that  of  an  arrow.  There  is  more 
difficulty  in  tracing  the  resemblance  between  'H&'  and  a  shield,  and  between  *MSm' 
and  a  casque. 
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the  strong  fortress,  *  Whoever  marries,  verily  he  perfecU  half  his  religion,^  * 
thy  mansion;  and  now  I  have  arranged  the  hand  of. promise,  fitting  thy 
condition,  in  order  that  I  may  draw  into  the  bands  of  marriage  with  thee, 
a  lady  from  a  tribe  which  may  be  equal  to  ours.  What  dost  thou  think 
adviseable  herein?'  The  son  said,  '0  father!  I  have  abready  given  the 
hand  of  promise  to  the  high  person  on  whom  my  heart  is  set,  and  have 
deposited  in  cash  for  her,  the  marriage  portion  due  in  case  of  divorce.  I  will 
not  trouble  you  in  this  affair,  nor  do  I  expect  aid  or  assistance  therein.'  The 
fisither  said,  '0  son!  I  have  perfect  cognizance  of  all  thy  affairs.  Thou  hast 
not  sufficient  means  of  assistance  that  thou  couldest  rightly  perform  thy 
betrothal.  What  thou  sayest  thou  hast  prepared,  whence  is  it  ?  and  what 
sort  of  bride  is  it  that  thou  wooest?'  The  son  went  into  the  house,  and 
brought  out  a  sword  a  hundred  times  more  sanguinary  than  the  glance  of  the 
beautiful,  and  a  thousand  degrees  more  lustrous  than  the  teeth  of  the  came- 
lian-lipped  fair.  Then  he  said,  '0  father!  know  that  I  will  plight  my 
troth  to  the  bride  of  empire,  and  will  unite  myself,  in  the  nuptial  knot,  with 
the  chaste  virgin  of  sovereignty ;  and  for  her  there  is  no  better  plighted  troth 
than  a  sharp  sword,  and  no  fairer  portion  than  a  blood-shedding  poniard.' 

OOUPLST« 

On  him  whom  fortune  fsiToun  none  make  war,    Empire's  best  dowry  is  the  scymitar. 

And  since  the  spirit  of  that  young  man  was  restricted  to  [the  acquisition  of] 
empire,  in  a  short  space  of  time  he  took  possession  of  an  extensive  kingdom, 
and  by  the  stroke  of  the  world-subduing  blade,  he  conquered  various  countries 
of  the  world :  and  hence  they  have  said, 

COUPLET. 

Only  to  him  will  empire  plight  her  word,  Who  pays  her  bridal  portion  with  the  sword. 

'  And  I  have  introduced  this  story  in  order  that  thou  mayest  know,  that, 
whatever  can  be  mentioned  as  belonging  to  fortune,  I  already  possess,  and 
the  Divine  providence  has  opened  the  gates  of  happiness  before  the  face  of 
my  condition,  and  I,  too,  am  in  hopes  that  I  shall  shortly  arrive  at  my 
desire,  and  reach  the  hand  of  my  desire  to  the  neck  of  its  object.  And  now 
by  no  charming  of  any  one,  will  I  give  up  this  condition  or  abandon 
this  idea. 

HBKIflTICH. 

Reproaches  shall  not  driye  us  from  this  door.' 

The  kite  perceived  that  that  high-spirited  bird  would  not  be  brought  into  the 
net  by  the  string  of  wiliness,  nor  be  caught  by  the  grain  of  deceit  and 


^  This  is  a  tradition  handed  down  by  Anas-bin  M61ik,  who  was  the  last  of  the  Sahabah,  or 
companons  of  Muhamnuul,  and  who  died  at  Basrah,  A.H.  91,  aged  103.  See  the  Mithkdtu- 
*l-Ma^dbih  translated  by  Matthews,  Calc.  edition,  1810,  p.  79.  'When  a  serrant  marries, 
Y&nlj  he  perfects  half  his  religion ;  then  let  him  practise  abstinence  before  God,  for  the 
remaining  half.' 
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artifice.  It  was,  therefore,  compelled  to  snffer  it  to  trayel,  and  applied  to  its 
own  wounded  breast,  the  cautery  of  separation.  The  hawk,  haying  taken 
leaye  of  the  kite  and  its  young  ones,  flew  from  the  nest  and  soared  on  high ; 
and  after  it  was  tired,  descended  on  the  top  of  a  mountain,  and  opened  the 
eye  of  observation  in  every  direction.  All  at  once,  it  saw  a  mountain- 
partridge,  which  had  begun  to  walk  proudly  along  in  perfect  beauty,  while 
the  sound  of  its  jocund  cry  reverberated  through  all  parts  of  the  mountain. 
The  hawk  found  in  its  nature  an  eager  desire  to  hunt  the  partridge,  and  in 
one  pounce,  fOled  its  crop  with  the  flesh  of  its  breast,  which  was  agreeable 
to  its  appetite.  It  found  the  flesh  of  such  a  sort  that  the  deliciousness  of  its 
flavour,  equalled  the  water  of  Hfe,  and  the  delicacy  of  its  taste  boasted  an 
equality  with  the  relish  of  the  most  sturpassing  dainties,  [according  to  the 
saying]  '  And  the  flesh  of  hirds  of  the  kind  which  they  ehaU  desire^^  ^  and  as 
during  the  whole  period  of  his  life  it  had  never  tasted  flesh  of  such  delicacy, 
it  exclaimed, 

COUPLET. 

'  From  head  to  foot  thy  nature  pleases  mine,       Sure  for  me  only  they  did  thee  design !' 

It  then  reflected,  '  This,  of  itself  among  the  advantages  of  travel,  suffices  me, 

that  thus  early  I  have  escaped  from  coarse  food,  and  have  obtained  the  flavour 

of  viands  which  are  agreeable  to  my  mind,  and  have  been  elevated  fh>m 

a  dark  and  narrow  nest  and  low  and  mean-spirited  companions,  to  exalted 

places  and  lofty  situations. 

moasTicH. 

Of  dazzling  great  adventures — ^this,  the  first. 

[Let  us  wait  to  see]  what  happy  fortune  will  next  advance  from  the  comer 
of  the  unknown  future  to  the  area  of  visibility.' 

HSMIBTICH. 

What  £ite  itself  brings  from  the  curtain  forth. 

Then  the  hawk,  swift  of  flight,  passed  some  days  in  flying  about  at  pleasure, 
and  merrily  chased  the  partridge  and  quail,  till  one  day  it  was  perched 
on  the  top  of  a  mountain,  at  the  skirt  of  which  it  beheld  a  number  of  horse- 
men who  had  formed  line  in  hunting,  while  their  Mcons  swooped  in  pursuit 
of  the  quarries. 


Then  at  the  signal  of  the  hunting-drum' 
Forth  on  the  wing  the  swooping  falcons  come, 


1  Eu*r6n,  Fl.,  ch.  Ivi,  21 ;  Mar.,  Ivi,  23,  Sale,  p.  395,  1.  2 :  'These  are  they  who  shall 
tpproaich  near  unto  God.  .  .  .  Youths  which  shall  continue  in  their  bloom  for  ever, 
ihall  go  roimd  about  to  attend  them,  with  goblets  and  beakers,  and  a  cup  of  flowing  wine  : 
their  neads  shall  not  ache  by  drinking  the  same,  neither  shall  their  reason  be  disturbed ; 
amd  with  fruits  of  the  sorts  wtdch  they  shall  choose,  and  the  flesh  of  birds  of  the  kind  which 
they  shall  desire.' 

'  I  am  not  aware  that  hawks  are  flown  at  a  signal  giyen  by  a  drum,  as  would  appear 
from  this  passaee,  Tabl^bdz,  or,  foMak-bdz  is  said  to  be  a  little  drum  hung  from  the  saddle ; 
or  tiiie  player  oi  such  a  dnun. 
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The  rapid  j;o»>hawkB^  here  their  pudoBi  ply 
And  in  the  qnairy*!  blood  their  talons  dye,' 
There  the  white  falcon — from  his  hapless  prey, 
The  quail  and  pheasant — tears  life's  coin  away. 

Now  this  was  the  king  of  the  coTiiitry  who  had  come  out  with  his  atten- 
dants for  his  accustomed  sport  of  hawking,  and  the  place  where  the  game  fed 
happened  to  be  the  skirt  of  that  mountain.  Meanwhile  the  hawk  which  was 
on  the  King's  wrist  flew  and  made  a  stoop  at  a  quarry,  and  this  high- 
oouraged  hawk  also  stooping  at  the  same  prey,  presently  carried  it  off  before 
the  other.  When  the  King's  glance  fell  on  its  swiftness  of  flight,  and  rapid 
seizure,  his  heart  was  set  upon  it,  and  the  high  mandate  went  forth,  so 
that  dexterous  fowlers,  by  ingenious  stratagems,  cast  a  snare  round  its  neck, 
and  by  the  guidance  of  fortune,  it  attained  the  honor  of  serving  the  monarch. 
The  gracious  regard  of  the  King  became  conflrmed  with  reference  to  its 
natural  aptitude  and  innate  merit,  and  after  a  short  time  its  post  was  fixed 
by  the  favouring  aid  of  fortune,  on  the  wrist  of  the  Prince,  and  by  means  of 
its  lofty  spirit  it  rose  from  the  abyss  of  degradation  and  abasement,  to  the 
pinnacle  of  honor  and  prosperity,  and  if  it  had  been  content  with  the  society 
of  crows  and  kites,  ia  the  same  spot  where  it  first  abode,  and  for  the  sake  of 
travel,  had  not  measured  the  regions  of  the  desert  and  the  tract  of  the  wilder- 
ness, its  attaining  this  rank,  and  its  promotion  to  this  dignity,  would  have 
been  of  the  niunber  of  impossibilities,  and  I  have  cited  this  apologue  that  i^ 
may  be  understood,  that  in  travel  the  most  complete  exaltation  is  attained, 
and  that  it  conducts  a  man  from  the  most  utter  meanness  of  baseness  and 
obscurity,  to  the  loftiest  place  of  approval  and  splendour.' 

STANZA. 

Trayel  's  the  spring-time  of  the  soul,  for  then 
Their  wishes,  flower-like,  bloom  attained  by  men, 
Travel !  that  thou  may'st  aye  snccessfol  be : 
'  Walk  throuffh  earth's  regiofuf^JB  God's  own  decree. 

And  when  the  discourse  of  Dabishlim  was  ended,  the  other  vazir  advanced 
and  performed  the  customary  ceremonies  of  prayerfrd  salutation,  and  said, 
'  That  which  his  imperial  Majesty,  the  shadow  of  God,  has  been  pleased  to 
say  in  explanation  of  travel  and  its  advantages,  does  not  belong  to  such  a 
class  of  things  that  the  suspicion  of  doubt  can  approach  it,  nevertheless  it 
occurs  to  the  mind  of  your  slave,  that  for  the  angelically-gifted^  person  of  the 


^  The  Dictionary  does  not  distingoish  the  hawks  scientifically.  The  jurrah  is  said  to  be  a 
male  falcon. 

«  lit.:  *  Whets  its  claws?' 

3  Kui'fiii,  ch.  Ixvii,  16;  Sale,  p.  416,  1.  28.  'It  is  He  who  hath  leyeled  the  earth 
for  yon,  therefore  walk  through  the  region  thereof,  and  eat  of  his  prorision;  onto  Him  shall 
be  line  resurrection.' 

^  The  lithographed  edition  reads  nfdt  for  maiakdf. 
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King,  on  whose  safety  the  happiness  of  the  world  is  dependent,  to  volun- 
tarily undertake  the  toil  of  travel,  and  to  migrate  from  the  exhilarating 
garden  of  pleasure  into  the  heartrafflicting  desert  of  sorrow  and  labour,  appears 
distant  from  the  ways  of  wisdom/  Babishlfm  said,  '  The  undertaking  toil  is 
the  part  of  men  of  courage,  and  the  business  of  the  lions  of  the  forest  of  war ; 
and  indubitably  until  the  skirt  of  the  pleasant  life  of  kings  is  impinged  on 
the  thorn  of  trouble,  the  flower  of  tranquillity  does  not  blossom  for  their  weak 
subjects  in  the  garden  of  freedom  from  care,  and  so  long  as  the  foot  of  high- 
spirit  of  monarchs  has  not  traversed  the  wilderness  of  calamity,  the  head  of 
ihe  indigent  poor  does  not  touch  the  pillow  of  repose.' 

COUPLET. 

None  in  thy  realm  will  peace  or  comfort  find, 
While  thoughts  of  selfish  ease  engross  thy  mind. 

And  know  that  there  are  two  classes  of  mankind,  one,  kings,  to  whom  has 
been  given  the  dignity  of  ruling  over  states,  and  imperial  sway  i  and  the  other, 
subjects,  on  whom  is  bestowed  the  favour  of  security  and  repose.  These  two 
kinds  do  not  admit  of  combination,  but  it  is  necessary  either  to  choose  ease 
and  abandon  the  reigns  of  dominion,  or  to  be  contented  with  the  honor  of 
kingly  power,  and  draw  back  the  hand  fh>m  delight  and  leisure. 

STANZA. 

He  who  on  comfort  tramples,  and  delight; 
Fortune  wiU  give  him  rule  and  kingly  might. 
Thus  by  the  rose  the  garden's  crown  is  woni, 
Because,  though  soft,  it  couches  on  a  thorn. 

And  the  wise  have  said,  *  Labour  is  the  way  to  wealth,'  and  exertion  elevates  the 
seeker  on  the  post  of  success,  and  to  traverse  the  wastes  of  struggling  with 
the  step  of  constancy,  brings  the  beauty  of  the  desired  object  under  the  gaze 
of  inspection.  The  acquirement  of  things  wished  for  depends  on  attempting 
things  perilous. 

COUPLET. 

Let  him  not  try  the  heU  of  royal  state,  Who  thinks  in  ea^e  to  Iitc  efieminate. 

Every  one  who  raises  the  banner  of  exertion  in  the  plain  of  courage,  and  puts 
away  the  qualities  of  indulgence  and  listlessness  in  undertaking  toils,  has 
taken  the  shortest  path  to  his  object,  and  has  looked  on  the  countenance  of 
his  wish  with  the  eye  of  hope,  like  that  Tiger  who  entertained  a  desire  to  rule 
over  the  joy-expanding  wilderness,  and  by  the  blessing  of  toil  and  exertion 
which  he  employed,  and  by  the  auspicious  influence  of  patient  endurance  of 
severe  sufferings  and  disagreeables  which  he  displayed,  in  a  short  time  the 
Teil  of  hindrance  feU  off  from  the  face  of  his  wish,  and  he  advanced  the 

hand  of  hope  to  the  skirt  of  his  object.'  The  vazfr  inquired  '  In  what  manner 
wsBthis  af&ir?' 
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STORY  V. 

TTiTig  DdbiBhUm  said,  '  In  the  environB  of  Basrah^  there  was  an  island  of  an 
excessiyely  pleasant  climate,  and  a  desert  of  surpassing  beauty  and  freshness, 
where  limpid  waters  flow  on  every  side,  and  a  life-bestowing  zephyr  breathes 
around. 

YEBSB. 

Trees  flonriBhed  thickly  interworen  there, 
Whereon  grew  fruits,  sweet-flayoured,  fresh  and  rare. 
Their  boughs,  than  Tfiba's'  more  delightsome,  shade 
Grass,  than  the  lily  finer  in  its  blade. 

And  from  its  excessive  exquisiteness  they  called  it  the  'Joy-expanding 
"Wilderness,*  and  a  Tiger  bore  sway  there,  such  that  from  dread  of  him  fierce 
lions  could  not  set  foot  in  that  retreat,  and  from  awe  of  him  the  wild  beasts 
and  savage  animals  could  not  allow  the  thought  of  that  solitude  to  encircle 
their  minds. 

YBBSB. 

When  with  his  tail  he  furious  lashed  the  rock, 
Heaven's  Uon  dropped  his  talons  at  the  shock. 
And  where  he  but  for  one  short  instant  paused, 
A  long  year's  stoppage  to  that  road  he  caused. 

He  had  lived  much  time  in  that  wild,  according  to  his  wish,  and  had  never 
seen  the  form  of  disappointment  in  the  mirror  of  existence.  He  had  a  young 
one  whose  countenance  made  the  world  seem  bright  to  him,  and  in  meeting 
which  lustre  of  his  eyes,  his  vision  was  enlightened.  His  intention  was  that 
when  that  young  one  came  to  years,  and  stained  his  teeth  and  claws  in  the 
gore  of  wild  beasts,  he  would  commit  that  solitude  to  his  charge,  and  pass  the 
rest  of  his  life  at  ease  in  the  comer  of  retirement.  The  blossom  of  his  wish 
had  not  yet  expanded  on  the  stem  of  desire,  when  the  autumn  of  death  gave 
the  fraiit  of  the  garden  of  his  existence  to  the  wind  of  destruction. 

HEMISTICH. 

How  many  a  hope  has  crumbled  into  dust. 


^  Basrah,  a  city  on  the  Tigris,  about  one  and  a  half  day's  journey  from  where  the  rirer 
enters  the  Persian  Gulf.  It  was  built  by  command  of  the  Khall&h  'Umar,  A.H,  15, 
A.D.,  636.  It  is  situated  in  a  sandy  soil,  but  has  a  small  stream  flowing  near  it,  which  is 
said  to  make  of  the  valleys  it  waters  a  terrestial  Paradise. 

'  The  tree  of  Paradise,  See  Sale's  Prel.  Disc.,  p.  69,  1.  11  :  *  Concerning  this  tree, 
they  fable  l^t  it  stands  in  the  palace  of  Muhammad,  though  a  branch  of  it  will  reach  to  the 
house  of  eyery  true  belicTer ;  that  it  will  be  laden  with  pomegranates,  grapes,  dates,  and 
other  fruits  of  surprising  bigness,  and  of  tastes  unknown  to  mortals.  So  that  if  a  man  desire 
to  eat  of  any  peurticular  kind  of  fruit,  it  will  immediately  be  presented  him ;  or  if  he  choose 
flesh,  birds  ready-dressed,  will  be  set  before  him  according  to  his  wish.  They  add  that  the 
boughs  of  this  tree  will  spontaneously  bend  down  to  the  hand  of  the  person  who  would  gather 
of  its  fruits ;  and  that  it  will  supply  the  blessed  not  only  with  food,  but  also  with  siUcen 
garments,  and  beasts  to  ride  on  ready  saddled  and  bridled,  and  adorned  with  rich  trappings, 
which  will  burst  forth  from  its  fruits ;  and  that  this  tree  is  so  large,  that  any  person 
mounted  on  the  fleetest  horse,  would  not  be  able  to  gallop  from  one  end  of  its  shaae  to  the 
other  in  a  hundred  years.'     See  page  20,  line  2. 
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And  when  this  Tiger  was  seized  by  the  claw  of  the  lion.  Death,  several  wild 
beasts  who  for  a  long  time  entertained  a  desire  for  that  wilderness,  made  a 
nnanimous  movement,  and  set  about  appropriating  it.  The  young  tiger  saw 
that  he  possessed  not  the  strength  to  resist.  He  went  voluntarily  into  exile, 
and  amongst  the  wild  beasts  a  huge  contest  arose.  A  blood-spiUing,  tumult- 
causing  lion,  overcame  all  the  others,  and  brought  by  conquest  that  joy- 
expanding  wilderness  which  resembled  Paradise,  into  the  area  of  his  own 
possession,  and  the  young  Tiger  having  for  some  time  endured  distress  in  the 
mountains  and' wastes,  conveyed  himself  to  another  haunt,  and  disclosed  the 
affliction  of  his  heart  to  the  wild  beasts  of  that  district,  and  asked  their  aid  to 
remedy  this  inteiruption  [of  his  happiness].  They,  having  received  intelli- 
gence of  the  victory  of  the  predaceous  lion  and  of  the  overpowering  might 
of  that  martial  king  of  beasts,  rejected  with  aversion  [the  request  for]  help 
and  assistance,  and  said,  *  0  unfortunate  !  thy  place  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  a  lion  such  that  from  terror  of  him  the  birds  will  not  fly  over  that  wilder- 
ness, and  from  fear  of  him  the  elephant  will  not  approach  that  desert.  We 
have  not  strength  to  fight  with  him,  nor  to  sustain  his  teeth  and  claws,  and 
thou  too  art  not  able  to  enter  with  him  the  arena  of  strife  and  encounter. 
Oar  opinion  demands  that  thou  shouldst  betake  thyself  to  his  court,  and  with 
perfect  loyalty  enter  his  service.' 

VXBSB. 

^Forbear  'gainst  him  the  flag  of  war  f  unfurl, 
Whom  from  his  fixM  seat  thou  canst  not  hurl.^ 
'  Tis  best  that  thou  submissiTe  accents  use, 
Be  humble  to  him,  and  thyself  excuse. 

These  words  seemed  reasonable  to  the  young  Tiger,  and  he  looked  upon  his 
best  course  to  be  this,  that  he  should  voluntarily  enter  the  service  of  the  lion, 
and  to  the  extent  of  his  ability,  offer  the  duties  of  attendance.  Ho,  therefore, 
put  in  practice  the  maxim  '  Returning  is  lest*  and  through  the  intervention 
of  one  of  the  nobles,  he  obtained  the  honor  of  waiting  on  the  lion,  and 
having  become  the  object  of  the  imperial  regard,  was  appointed  to  an  office 
suited  to  his  spirit.  The  tiger  having  tightly  fastened  the  belt  of  obedience 
OIL  ^  waist  of  affection,  displayed  the  marks  of  prudence  and  dutiM  service 
in  such  a  manner  as  every  moment  to  cause  an  increase  of  nearness  to  the 
king's  presence,  and  an  augmentation  of  the  royal  favour  to  such  an  extent, 
that  he  became  an  object  of  envy  to  the  nobles  and  ministers  of  his  majesty ; 
in  spite  of  which  every  instant  his  painstaking  and  zeal  in  the  service 
▼axed  greater,  and  he  incessantly  displayed  increased  exertion,  in  the  affairs 
of  the  state. 

COUPLET. 

They  who  excel  in  zeal,  in  toil  precede,  Must  of  all  others  fairly  take  the  lead. 


^  Lit :  '  With  a  person  that  thou  canst  not  move  from  his  pUice,  thou  shouldst  not 
pUat  thy  foot  in  strife.'    I  have  transposed  ihe  lines  for  the  English  orocr. 
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Once  upon  a  time  an  important  and  neceseary  affair  arose  which  called  the  lion 
away  to  a  distant  jungle ;  and  at  that  time  the  heat  of  the  oven  of  the  sky, 
was  immitigatedy^  and  the  expanse  of  waste  and  mountain,  like  a  famace  of 
glass,  fiercely  inflamed.  From  the  excessive  heat  of  the  air,  the  hrain  of 
ftTiimRla  ^as  boiled  in  their  cranium,  and  the  crabs  in  the  water  were  Med 
like  fish  in  the  frying-pan. 

YBBSB. 

Had  sadden  clouds  collected  then— bo  burned 
The  air — their  drops  to  fiery  sparks  had  turned. 
Birds  in  their  passage  through  the  liquid  air, 
Moth-like,  consumed,  had  lost  their  feathers  there. 
The  sun  so  fiercely  through  the  sether  shone, 
It  melted  e'en  the  heart  of  the  hard  stone. 

The  lion  reflected,  'At  such  a  time,  when  the  shell  at  the  bottom  of  the 
deep,  like  a  fowl  on  a  spit,  is  roasting ;  and  the  ocean,  firom  fear  of  the  sun's 
heat,  steps  not  in  the  midst'  of  the  fire  to  the  shore,  an  afliedr  of  this 
importance  has  occurred.  Who  may  there  be  among  my  attendants,  who 
would  not  be  affected  by  the  labour  ?  and  who,  imdeterred  by  the  heat  of  the 
atmosphere,  would  approach  this  undertaking  ? '  In  the  midst  of  this  reflection, 
the  Tiger  came  in  with  the  line  of  attendants,  and  observed  that  the  king 
was  thoughtful.  On  the  ground  of  his  abundant  affection  and  complete  tact, 
he  advanced  near  the  throne  of  royalty,  and  was  emboldened  to  ask  the 
causes  of  that  thonghtfulness,  and  having  learned  how  the  case  stood,  he  took 
upon  himself  to  accomplish  the  matter,  and  having  been  honored  with 
permission,  he  set  off  with  a  body  of  attendants,  and  arriving  at  that  place 
at  noon,  he  betook  himself  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  affair,  and  the 
instant  that  the  business  was  settled  to  his  satisfaction,  he  changed  his  reins 
to  return.  The  officers  and  counsellors,  who  had  been  appointed  to  attend 
upon  him,  unanimously  represented  as  follows :  '  In  such  he-at  as  this,  all 
this  distance  has  been  traversed  by  the  steps  of  completion,  and  now  that  the 
affiiir  has  been  settled  and  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  cause  for  uneasiness ; 
and  the  confidence  placed  in  you  by  his  high  majesty,  has  been  demonstrated 
to  the  extent  that  it  has,  it  will  certainly  not  be  removed  from  advisability,  if 
you  should  repose  a  short  time  under  the  shade  of  a  tree,  and  allay  the  fiery 
tongue  of  thirst  by  drinking  cool  water.' 

CCUPUET. 

Best !  and  the  load  of  toil  support  no  more ; 
Bepose  !>  for  earthly  troubles  have  no  shore. 

The  Tiger  smiled  and  said,   '  My  intimacy  and  rank  with  his  majesty  the 


^  In  the  margin  of  one  MS.  atir  is  explained  by  Md/w,  'pure,'  *  unadulterated.' 
*  At  miydn  here  seems  to  be  used  for  dor  miydn, 
»  Lit. :  *  U^gird  thyself.' 
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king,  is  a  banner  that  I  have  by  toil  and  effort  set  up.  It  would  not  be  well 
to  level  it  with  the  ground  by  indulgence  and  sloth.  Without  supporting 
trouble  it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  the  carrying  off  treasure,  and  unaccom- 
panied by  the  heart-afflicting  thorn,  we  cannot  reap  the  enjoyment  of 
surveying  the  rose-garden. 

STANZA. 

He  may  embrace  hia  wishes'  neck,  who  will,  Shield-like,  confront  the  darts  of  coming  ill ; 
This  will  not  firom  mere  longing  hopes  arise,       'Tis  won  by  efforts  stem,  and  tearful  eyes.' 

The  informers  furnished  intelligence  of  this  to  the  lion,  and  recited  the  book 
of  this  affair,  firom  the  preface  to^  the  conclusion.  The  lion  nodded  the  head 
of  approval,  and  said,  '  Such  a  person  is  fit  for  sway  and  chieftainship,  who 
can  raise  up  his  head  firom  the  collar  of  toil ; '  and  the  people  may  be  at  peace 
in  ike  just  reign  of  that  ruler  who  does  not  place  his  head  on  the  pillow  of 

VEBSB. 

That  monarch's  reign  will  peace  and  rest  ensure, 
Who  can  himself  the  loss  of  rest  endure. 
Happy  the  soTereign  who  submits  his  mind 
To  hardships,  that  his  subjects  rest  may  find. 

He  then  sent  for  the  Tiger,  and  having  distinguished  him  with  special  honors, 
committed  that  jungle  to  him,  and  having  bestowed  on  him  the  place  of  his 
sire,  conferred  on  him,  in  addition,  the  dignity  of  being  his  heir.  And  the 
use  of  this  apologue  is,  that  thou  mayest  leam  that  to  no  one  does  the  sun 
of  hia  wish  rise  from  the  eastern  quarter  of  hope,  without  the  diligent  use  of 
great  exertion;  nor,  without  complete  and  searching  labour,  does  the 
preamble  of  hope  yield  the  issue  of  the  acquirement  of  the  desired  object. 

COUPLET. 

Who  bears  not  toil,  wiU  ne'er  the  treasure  gain ; 
HiB  IS  the  guerdon,  brother !  whose  the  pain. 

And  nnce  in  this  journey  the  object  is  the  quest  of  knowledge,  I  have  formed 
a  firm  resolution,  and  have  placed  the  foot  of  endeavour  in  the  stirrup  of 
intention.  From  the  mere  thought  of  the  labour  which  may  accrue  in  going' 
and  returning,  the  page  of  my  purpose  shall  not  receive  the  inscription  of 
abrogation,  and  the  cavalier  of  lofty  spirit,  will  not  turn  back  from  this 
path,  '  This  u  a  maiter  that  is  absolutely  determined,^  ^ 


^  The  printed  edition  by  a  typographical  error  omits  td  before  kkdtmah. 

*  This  sentence  and  the  following  one  appear  to  me  rathei  obscure  :  I  suppose  tar  as 
firHd»'i  muthakkat  bar  dwardan  means  *  To  put  on  toil  like  a  garment^  drawing  the  head 
through  the  ooUar.'  The  employment  of  tar-afrdil  by  itself^  for  '  an  exalted  person'  is  yery 
imusnal. 

'  ZalM  wa  ijfdbj  two  not  yery  common  words,  explained  in  the  margin  of  one  MS.  by 
Hthitk  and  ddz  gatJUan. 

*  Kvfkxkj  FL  ch.  iii.  187 ;  Mar.  iii.  183  ;  Sale,  p.  63, 1. 14 :  "  Ye  shall  be  proTed  in  your 
poHesnons  and  in  your  persons ;  and  ye  shall  hear  from  those  unto  whom  the  Scripture  was 
oeHTered  before  you,  and  firom  the  iaolaters,  much  hurt;  but  if  ye  be  patient  and  fear  God, 
thii  is  a  matter  that  is  absolutely  determined.' 

f2 
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00UF1.ET. 

When  his  foot  a  monarch  places  in  the  stirrup,  firm  of  will, 
Is  it  strange  if  fortune  ceases  then  the  reins  to  manage  still ! 

When  the  yazfrs  perceiyed  that  the  prohihitionB  of  advice  could  not  prevent 
the  king's  purpose,  they  confonned  to  his  opinion,  and  employed  themselves 
in  preparing  the  necessary  articles  for  the  march;  and  having  paid  the 
congratulations  usual  on  commencing  a  journey,  repeating  this  couplet,  they 
sent  up  shouts  to  the  revolving  vault  of  heaven : 

OOVFLET. 

'  Since  thou  wilt  go,  may  God's  grace  thee  attend! 
And  all  Saints'  spirit  guide  thee  and  befriend! 

Then  the  K'lTig  D&hishlfm  committed  the  reins  of  puhlic  affairs  to  the  hand 
of  the  good  sense  of  one  of  the  piUars  of  the  state  in  whom  he  reposed 
confidence,  and  repeated  in  the  ear  of  his  intelligence,  with  reference  to  the 
tender  treatment  of  his  suhjects  and  protection  of  his  people,  certain  words 
of  advice  which  might  serve  as  the  fringe  of  the  rohe  of  kingly  power :  and 
among  them  the  following, 

VBBBB. 

'  Thy  kingdom  will  Sikandar's  mirror  ^  be, 
Wherein  thou  mayst  thy  own  appearance  see ; 
It  will  not  shew  thy  features  fairly  traced, 
Unless  oppression's  stain  be  thence  erased. 
Let,  hke  the  mom,  thy  beams  delight  the  eye. 
And  dread  thy  sorrowing  subjects'  morning-sigh ; 
A  hundred  archers'  slaughtering  shafts  do  less 
Than  one  crone's  sigh — one  sigh  of  helplessness.' 

And  when  his  mind  was  relieved  from  the  cares  of  state,  he  turned  his  face 
with  a  retinue  of  chosen  attendants  and  servants,  towards  Sar&ndfp,  and,  like 
the  moon,  advanced  stage  by  stage,  and,  Kke  the  sun,  proceeded  frY>m  city'  to 
city,'  and  at  every  halting-place  he  made  the  acquisition  of  new  experiences, 
and  frY>m  every  caravan  he  gained  fresh  advantages,  until  after  traversing  the 
stages  of  land  and  sea,  and  enduring  the  hardships  of  cold  and  heat,  the  shores 
of  Sar&ndfp  appeared  to  him,  and  the  fragrant  breezes  of  that  country  reached 
the  nostrils  of  the  king. 

COUPLET. 

Who  scents  thy  fragrance  on  the  morning  gales, 
News  from  his  loved  one — Chappy  news — inhales. 

And  after  he  had  rested  from  the  fatigues  of  his  journey  for-  two  or  three 
days  in  the  city  of  Sar&ndfp,  and  had  left  his  superfluous  baggage  there,  he 
turned  his  face  with  two  or  three  of  his  confidential  attendants  towards  the 


^  Alexander  the  Great  is  said  to  have  had  a  glass  which  shewed  him  the  whole  world  and 
all  things  done  in  it. 


2  Shahr  may  also  mean  mean  'month'  as  well  as  'city,'  and  an  equivoque  is  of 
intended  here,  alluding  to  the  sun's  progress. 


course 
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mountaiiiy  and  when  he  had  ascended  its  heights,  he  beheld  un  elevation 
which  cast  the  shadow  of  its  skirt  on  the  sun,  and  the  glitter  of  whose  peak  ^ 
threw  its  radiance  on  the  beams  of  the  planet  Mars. 

VBBBB. 

In  height  it  matched  heaven's  crystal  sphere,  and  made 
There,  with  its  rocks,  alternate  light  and  shade ; 
Matched  with  the  swift  white  courser  of  the  sky,* 
Its  Bommit  passed  it  in  the  contest  by : 
The  heaven  beneath  its  peak  of  iron  hue. 
Seemed  like  the  grass  which  on  its  skirt  up-grew. 

On  eveiy  side  were  meadows  adorned  with  a  yariety  of  fragrant  herbs,  and 
in  all  directions  flower-gardens,  which  resembled  the  abundant  delights  of 
Paradise. 

8TAKZA. 

Its  meadowa*  borden  emerald  firuits  unfold, 

Its  heights  are  girdled  with  bright  belts  of  gold ; 

Beside  its  waters  flourish  T6ba-bowers, 

And  Eden  draws  fresh  fragrance  from  its  flowers. 

DabishUm  perambulated  it  on  every  side,  and  made  the  devotional  circuit  of 
its  holy  places.  In  the  midst  of  this  going  to  and  fro,  his  eyes  fell  on  a 
cave,  the  darkness  of  which  matched  the  light  of  the  eye,'  and  the  mysterious 
saying,  ^  Light  in  darkne99y  was  illuminated*  by  its  gloom.  By  searching 
inquiry  of  those  who  lived  near  those  places,  he  learned  that  it  was  the 
abode  of  a  sage  whom  they  called  Bfdpaf,  that  is  to  say,  'the  kind  physician,'* 
and  that  from  certain  of  the  great  men  of  Hind,  it  had  been  heard  that  his  name 
was  Pflpdi,  which,  in  Hindi  they  call  Hastf-pat,  and  that  he  was  a  man  who 
had  ascended  the  steps  of  learning,  and  had  adorned,  with  the  ornaments  of 
excellent  qualities,  the  jewel  of  reason :  and  at  that  period  had  abandoned  the 
society  of  men,  and  contenting  himself  with  a  small  pittance,  had  sewed  up 
his  eyes  fi*om  things  connected  with  the  world,  and  consumed  with  the  flame 
of  the  fire  of  abstinence,  the  rubbish  of  unholy  dispositions.  The  eye  of  his 
wakefulness,  from  the  excess  of  his  vigils,  beheld  not  the  countenance  of 
sleep,  and  tbie  ear  of  his  senses,  frx)m  the  extent  of  his  abstinence,  heard 
nought  but  the  summons,  '  God  inviteth  unto  the  dwelling  ofpeaee.^  * 


*  TT^A,  '  peak,'  signifies  also  and  more  usually  *  sword,*  and  khat^ar  which  here  means 
*rBy,*  commonly  signifies  'dagger.* 

'  Khin^-i  falakj  *  the  sun.'    It  is  barely  possible  to  exceed  the  extravagance  of  this 
mHaphor,  m  which  the  mountain  is  said  to  race  in  height  with  the  sun,  and  to  win  by  a  neck. 
'  Light  exists  in  the  black  pupil  of  the  eye,  hence  the  saying  '  Light  in  darkness.' 

*  The  dictionary  explains  Bidpdi  as  a  corruption  of  Vidyd-priyd  or  Veda-priya,  '  dear  to 
science,'  or  *  a  lover  of  the  Veda.'  But  hero  the  derivation  seems  to  be  from,  vaidyah priyah^ 
*  dear  physician.' 

^  Kur'&n,  ch,  x.  26 ;  Sale,  p.  156,  1.  34 :  '  God  inviteth  unto  the  dwelling  of  peaoey 
and  directcth  whom  ho  pleascth  into  the  right  way.'  The  'dwelling  of  pef^  is.  Sale 
tells  us  in  his  note,  *  Paradise '  as  is  shown  by  ch.  ii.  221  of  the  Kur  &n,  where  the  same 
expression  is  used  "tfiihjannat,  *  Paradise'  (or  ddrU'S  saidm  '  dwelling  of  peace.' 
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VEK6E. 

His  breath  a  treasure,  sifting  yerities ;  His  £fice  the  sun  of  those  who  early  rise.* 

In  each  thing  he — ^purse-holder  to  the  sky —  In  all  the  confidant  of  destiny. 

DdbiBhlfm,  in  the  desire  of  meetang  him,  stood  some  time  without  the  cave, 
and,  by  the  language  of  gesture,  asked  of  the  inward  [soul]  of  that  perfect 
saint,  permission  to  come  as  a  pilgrim  to  him.  The  clear-minded  sage — by 
secret  inspiration  and  intelligence,  free  from  doubt — obtained  information 
of  the  meaning  of  the  world-conquering  king,  and  uttered  the  cry,  *  Unter  ye 
therein  in  peace  and  eecwrity,^^ 

DI8TICH8. 

That  wisdom-teaching'  cave,  the  monarch  high 
Entered ;  and  made  it  China's  gallery.* 
In  sendee  of  that  sage,  he  girt  his  waist, 
The  belt  of  homage  on  his  soul  he  placed. 

He  looked  and  beheld  a  Brahman,  who  had  stepped  with  the  foot  of  abrogation 
into  the  world  of  retirement,  and  had  imfrirled  the  pennon*  of  truth  in  the  plain 
of  subtlety.  Angelic  mind  revealed  itself  in  his  human  countenance,  and  the 
cleanliness  of  his  body  was  a  manifest  demonstration  of  the  purity  of  his 
spirit.  The  king  sagaciously  discerned  that  he  should  obtain  from  him  his 
wish,  and  by  the  auspicious  influence  of  his  spirit,  would  arrive  at  his  object. 
With  all  respect  he  advanced  towards  him,  and  when  he  drew  near  the 
Brdhman,  he  performed  due  salutation  and  fulfilled  the  requisite  homage. 
The  Brahman  after  receiving  and  replying  to  the  salute,  and  performing  the 
conventional  compliments,  signed  [to  the  king]  to  sit;  and  having  inquired 
of  him  as  to  the  fatigues  of  the  road,  asked  the  reason  of  his  taking  on 
himself  the  trouble  of  the  journey  and  abandoning  the  pleasure  of  a  fixed 
residence.  D&bishlfm  repeated,  from  beginning  to  end,  the  story  of  his 
dream,  and  of  the  treasure  and  the  testament,  and  the  consignment  of  its 
completion  to  Sarandfp.  The  Brahman  smiled  and  said,  'Honor  to  the 
high  spirit  of  the  king !  that  in  the  pursuit  of  wisdom  he  takes  upon  himself 
all  this  toil,  and,  on  account  of  the  repose  of  his  oppressed  subjects  and  the 
peace  of  the  poor  among  his  people,  accepts  various  kinds  of  labour  and  trial. 

VSBSB. 

0  thou  who  by  true  wisdom  loT'st  to,  reign ! 
Thou  in  this  way  thy  empire  mayst  mftitifaiti ; 


^  Votaries  who  rise  early  to  perform  their  devotions.  The  expression  is  also  used  of 
thieves  who  rise  up  with  the  dawn  to  rob  honest  sleepers. 

2  Kur'kii,  ch.  XT.  46 ;  Sale,  p.  176,  1.  6 :  *  But  those  who  fear  God  shall  dwell  in 
gardens  amidst  fountains.  The  angels  shall  say  unto  them,  '  Enter  ye  therein  in  peace  and 
security.' 

3  Hikmat-dyin  cannot  here  mean  *  Mirror  of  wisdom,*  the  only  signification  given  in  the 
Dictionary. 

*  He  adorned  the  cave  by  his  presence,  and  made  it  like  that  of  M&ni,  who  is  said  to 
have  filled  a  cave  in  Chinese  Tartary  with  strange  and  beautiful  paintings.  M&ni  was  the 
founder  of  the  sect  of  the  Manicheans,  and  was  burnt  by  order  of  Bahr6m. 

*  Shukhah'i*alam  *  strip' — or  Mong  shred* — *  of  a  banner.' 
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The  plant  thou  waterest  now  with  tender  care, 
Must  on  its  boughs  the  fEurest^  produce  bear. 

Then  the  Brahman  haying  opened  the  lid  of  the  casket  of  secret  knowledge, 
filled  the  shell  of  the  king's  ear  with  the  jewels  of  wisdom,  and  putting  aside 
his  own  avocations  for  some  days,  employed  himself  in  instructing  the 
monarch,  and  in  the  midst  of  their  converse,  mention  was  made  of  the 
testament  of  Hushang.  The  king  recounted  to  the  sage,  the  precepts,  one  by 
one ;  and  the  Brdhman  addressed  the  great  monarch  on  the  subject :  and 
Dabishlim  indited  his  words,  with  the  pen  of  understanding,  on  the  tablet  of 
memory ;  and  the  book  *  Kalflah  and  Bamnah,'  is  composed  of  the  questions 
and  answers  of  the  King  and  Brahman ;  and  we  have  arranged  it  in  fourteen 
chiqpters,  after  the  manner  set  forth  in  the  catalogue  of  the  book,  and,  '  Aid 
is  from  Oodfram  whom  help  u  iupplicaUd;  He  ie  euffieimtfor  ttf,  and  in  Him 
ie  our  trust* 


The  great  kin j  Dabishlim  said  to  the  Br&hman  Pflpdf ,  '  The  purport  of  the 
first  precept  was,  that  when  one  is  exalted  by  being  honored  with  the 
confidence  of  kings,  he  will  assuredly  be  envied  by  his  peers,  and  those  who 
envy  him,  endeavouring  to  destroy  the  pedestal  of  his  honor,  wiU,  by 
deceitfol  words,  work  a  change  in  the  king's  disposition  towards  him. 
Wherefore  it  behoves  a  king  to  ponder  wefl.  on  the  speech  of  interested 
persons;  and,  on  discovering  that  it  is  not  devoid  of  an  admixture  of  falsehood 
and  corruption,  not  to  conduct  it  to  the  confines  of  acceptance. 

DSSnCHB. 

Admit  not  interested  men,  for  they 
With  honey  too  the  poisoned  sting  convey. 
Thy  honey-bringing  firiend,  to  outward  eye — 
Both  stings  and  wrongs  thee,  in  reaUty. 

And  I  make  my  request  to  the  Brahman,  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  relate  a 
story  suitable  to  this  case,  and  may  detail  the  history  of  some  one  who  was 
the  intimate  counsellor  of  a  king,  and  the  basis  of  whose  dignity  was  injured 
by  the  interested  words  of  an  envious  person,  and  with  whom  friendship 
terminated  in  enmity,  and  concord  in  contention.'  The  Bdihman  said, 
'  The  centre  of  the  basis  of  dominion,  rests  on  this  precept,  and  if  a  king 
does  not  deter  interested  persons  from  mischief  and  injurious  acts,  they  will 
bring  the  majority  of  the  nobles,  to  misery  and  disgrace ;  and  hence  complete 
disorder  will  find  its  way  into  the  empire,  and  spread  even  to  the  prince ; 
and  when  a  mischief-maker  has  found  the  means  of  coming  between  two 


'  There  is  an  equivoque  intended  in  the  use  of  the  word  icV^,  which  cannot  be  preserved 
in  English.     ^^^\i  bihi  is  'a  /  guav^^  a  fruit  of  an  exquisite   flavour ;  and  iH^  doAty 

means  *  beautiful,'  'excellent.'    ' 

/ 
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Mends,  the  conclusioii  of  their  afOsurs  will  assuredly  draw  towards  a  terrible 
and  disastrous  catastrophe,  as  befell  between  the  lion  and  the  Ox.'  The  king 
asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  I. 

The  Brahman  said,  *  They  have  related,  that  there  was  a  trader  who  had 
compassed  land  and  sea,  and  traversed  the  regions  of  east  and  west,  and 
experienced  the  chills  and  heats  of  fortune,  and  tested  the  sweets  and  bitters 
of  many  *  days. 

COtJFLET. 

Prudent  and  faithful  and  expert  was  he,  By  much  experience  taught  sagacity. 

When  the  van  of  Death's  array — ^for  so  the  infirmity  of  age  is  termed — began 
to  make  inroads  into  the  realm  of  his  constitution,  and  the  advanced  guard  of 
£Eite,  by  which  white  hairs  are  implied,  took  possession  of  the  outworks  of  the 
fortress  of  his  existence, 

TEBSB. 

When  the  changing  watch  of  age,  strikes  the  drum  of  deep  distress,^ 
The  heart  gro¥r8  cold  to  joyous  things,  to  mirth  and  happiness. 
The  white  hair  comes,  its  message  gires  from  fate  and  terror's  king, 
And  the  crooked  hack  and  stooping  form  death's  salutation  bring. 

The  merchant  knew  that  every  moment  they  were  about  to  beat  the  drum  of 
departure,  and  would  demand  back  the  stock  of  life  which  they  had  deposited 
in  the  tabernacle  of  the  body.  He  assembled  his  sons,  three  youths, 
intelligent  and  ledmed,  but  who,  from  the  pride  of  riches,  and  the 
inpetuosity  of  youth,  had  overstepped  the  path  of  moderation,  and  extended 
the  hand  of  expenditure  to  the  property  of  their  father ;  and  having  averted 
their  faces  from  business  and  professional  employment,  passed  their  precious 
time  in  vanity  and  sloth.  Their  kind  father,  from  excess  of  that  affection  and 
tenderness  which  fits  the  character  of  the  paternal  relation,  began  to  admonish 
them,  and  opened  to  them  the  gates  of  disinterested  advice,  which  com- 
prehended aU  the  topics  of  fear  and  hope:  and  said,  '0  youths!  if  ye 
understand  not  the  value  of  the  property,  in  the  acquisition  of  which  ye  have 
suffered  no  toil,  ye  are  excusable  in  the  judgment  of  men  of  wisdom,  but  ye 
ought  to  know  that  wealth  may  be  made  the  source  of  happiness  in  this 
world  and  in  that  which  is  to  come,  and  whatever  men  seek  of  every  degree 
in  the  two  worlds  may  be  secured  by  means  of  wealth,  and  all  people  seek 
for  one  of  three  conditions.     The  first  is  abundance  of  worldly  goods  and  an 


^  Bitydr  may  yerj  well  be  taken  with  eJuuhidah.  I  have  made  it  depend  on  ayydmy 
because  that  construction  is  not  so  common,  and  because,  taken  by  itself,  ekashidah  corres- 
ponds better  to  paimudah  and  tayt^  kardak,  which  are  used  simply,  without  an  adverb. 

'  Keene  makes  kua-i  dard  the  nominative  to  zanad,  which  it  may  very  well  be.  Old  age  is 
compared  to  a  watch  which  is  relieving  guard  and  beats  a  drum,  or,  as  Keene  takes  it,  the 
drum  of  pain  beats  the  signal  for  old  age  to  relieve  guard. 
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ample  supply  of  effects  and  chattels,  and  this  is  desired  by  the  class  whose 
mind  is  limited  to  drinking  and  dress,  and  labonring  for  the  fulfilment  of 
sensual  gratifications.  The  second  condition  is  exalted  rank  and  elevation  in 
dignity,  and  the  class  whose  object  this  is,  is  that  of  the  nobility  and  men  of 
office;  and  it  is  impossible  to  attain  these  two  conditions  save  by  wealth.  The 
third  condition  is  the  obtaining  the  reward  of  a  future  state,  and  the  arriving 
at  the  grades  of  religious  excellence ;  and  the  class  who  look  to  this  object  are 
the  people  of  salvation  and  pious  eminence ;  and  the  acquisition  of  this  dignity 
may  be  through  lawful  wealth,  [according  to  the  saying,]  '  Good  is  pure 
wealth  to  the  man  that  ie  fwre^  ^  and  the  Great  Doctor  of  Mysticism  has  said  in 
his  Poem.' 

OOXTFLBT. 

If  for  tho  Faith  thou  bear'st  thy  wealth,  'It  then,' 
The  Prophet  tays,  *!»  pure  to  righteous  men.' 

Wherefore  it  is  plain  that  by  the  blessing  of  wealth,  most  objects  of  pursuit 
are  attained,  and  to  get  wealth  without  a  profession,  and  the  due  quest  of  it, 
appears  impossible,  and  if  a  person,  as  is  rarely  the  case,  obtains  it 
without  toil,  inasmuch  as  he  has  not  undergone  labour  in  acquiring  it,  he 
will  assuredly,  through  not  knowing  its  worth  and  value,  quickly  pass  it  from 
his  hands.  Therefore,  having  averted  your  faces  from  sloth,  incline  towards 
the  acquisition  of  money,  and  employ  yourselves  in  the  same  profession  of 
traffic  in  which  ye  have  for  many  years  seen  me  engaged.'  The  eldest  son 
said,  '  0  Father !  thou  enjoinest  us  to  acquire  money,  and  this  is  repugnant  to 
dependence  on  Gbd,  and  I  feel  assured  that  whatever  is  predestined  to  me  by 
fiite  will  accrue  to  me  although  J  employ  no  labour  or  exertion  for  it,  and 
as  to  that  which  is  not  my  destiny,  however  much  I  may  exert  myself  in 
purauitof  it,  it  wiU  be  all  in  vain. 

VERSB. 

Whato*cr  my  fiite,  will  surely  he  my  lot. 
And  that  unfated  will,  as  sure,  he  not. 
Why  then  for  that  which  I  can  ne'er  obtain, 
Use  fruitless  efforts  and  exertions  vain. 

And  I  have  heard  that  a  sage  has  said,  *  That  which  was  my  destiny,  though 
I  have  fled  from  it,  has  adhered  to  me ;  and  that  which  was  not  fated  for 
me,  however  much  I  have  stuck  to  it,  has  fled  from  me.*  Wherefore, 
whether  we  undertake  a  profession  or  not,  it  is  all  the  same. 

HXMIBTICH. 

Eternal  fate  can  ne'er  be  OTerthrown. 


^  I  hare  not  found  this  in  the  Hadis^  but  there  is  something  like  it  in  the  Mishk&tu-'l- 
Mas4bSh,  vol.  2,  p.  2, 1.  3. 

'  This  couplet  is  from  the  Masnavi,  or  poem  of  Jal&lu'ddln  Muhammadu-'l-Balkhi,  or 
'1-KonoTi,  more  commonly  called  MaulaTi  R6mi,  who  composed  about  A.  H.  600.  He 
foonded  a  celebrated  sect  of  darvcshes  at  Cogni  in  Natolia,  ana  his  work  Ib  regarded  by  them 
as  of  equal  authority  with  the  Eur'&n. 


74  ANYAB-I  SUHAIli;     OR,    THE  LIGHTS  OF  CANOFUS. 

Accordingly,  tlie  story  of  those  Two  Princes  is  a  proof  of  this,  since  one  of 
them  gained  the  treasure  of  his  fieither  without  toil,  and  the  other — ^in  the 
hope  of  that  treasure-— lost  his  country  and  the  soyereignty.'  The  father 
asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  n. 

The  son  said,  '  In  the  country  of  Halah,^  there  was  a  king  of  proBperous 
fortune,  and  a  soyereign  of  extensiye  sway,  who  had  experienced  many 
yicissitudes,  and  seen  many  reyolutions  of  night  and  day:  and  he  had 
two  sons  who  were  immersed  in  the  whirlpool  of  the  yanity  of  youth,  and 
intoxicated  with  the  inebriation  of  the  wine  of  prosperity,  inclined  to  gaiety 
and  mirth,  and  employed  in.  pleasure  and  amusement,  while  they  listened  to 
the  melody  of  this  song  firom  the  yoice  of  harp  and  bell.' 

00X7FLET. 

Be  gay,  for  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye 

Autumn  will  come,  and  life's  young  spring  pass  by. 

The  king  was  a  wise  and  experienced  man ;  and  he  possessed  an  abundant 
supply  of  jewels,  and  immense  treasures  in  money.  After  considering  the 
habits  of  his  sons,  he  feared,  lest,  after  he  was  gone,  they  should  cast  those 
hoards  that  he  had  acquired  into  the  place  of  dissipation,  and  giye  them, 
on  the  occasion  of  their  requirement,  to  the  wind  of  destruction.  And  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  that  city,  there  was  a  holy  man,  who  had  turned  his 
back  on  worldly  things,  and  was  looking  to  prepare  a  store  for  the  final 
state. 

COUPLET.  . 

Inflamed  with  those  all-glorious  rays  that  spring 
From  Godhead ;  and  enamoured  of  heayen's  king. 

The  monarch  had  a  strong  attachment  to  him,  and  reposed  exceeding 
confidence  in  him.  He  commanded  all  his  treasures  to  be  collected,  (and  in 
such  a  way  that  no  one  heard  of  it),  buried  them  in  the  abode  of  the  holy 
man,  and  left  this  parting  injunction  to  the  saint,  that,  when  fickle  fortune 
and  imstable  rank,  should  ayert  their  faces  from  his  sons,  and  the  fount  of 
prosperity,  which,  like  the  mirage,  possesses  nought  but  a  semblance  of 
reality,  should  be  filled  up  with  the  mire  of  adyersity,  and  his  sons  should 
become  poor  and  necessitous,  he  should  inform  them  of  that  treasure ;  since, 
pei^chance,  after  seeing  ill-fortune  and  experiencing  trouble,  they  might  be 
schooled,  and  expend  it  in  a  right  way;  and  having  turned  from  profusion 
and  dissipation,  might  obserye  the  path  of  moderation.  The  holy  man 
accepted  the  king's  bequest ;  and  the  latter  with  a  yiew  to  his  present  object, 


^  Aleppo. 

'  The  ehaghdnahj  says  the  Dictionary,  is  a  little  staff  with  bells,  which,  when  moved, 
rings  out  an  accompaniment  to  other  instruments. 
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prepared  a  deep  pit  in  one  of  his  palaces,  and  made  it  appear  as  though  he 
was  bniying  his  treasures  there,  and  caused  his  sons  to  be  informed,  that 
when  necessity  shewed  itself,  a  sufficient  store,  which  would  amply  supply 
their  wants,  was  there  treasured,  and  after  these  circumstances,  in  a  short 
time,  both  the  king  and  the  holy  man  accepted  the  divine  invitation,  and 
became  insensible  from  the  cup  of  '  Every  soul  shall  taste  of  deathJ ' 

C0T7PLBT. 

From  fate's  cup  needs  mizst  every  child  of  clay 
Drink  of  the  wine  ^AU  earthly  thinge  deeay.*^ 

And  that  hoard  which  was  buried  in  the  cell  of  the  devotee,  remained  hidden 
and  concealed ;  nor  did  any  one  obtain  information  of  it.  The  brothers,  after 
the  death  of  their  father,  fell  to  strife  and  contention,  with  regard  to  the 
division  of  his  dominions  and  treasure,  and  the  elder  brother,  by  strength  and 
valour,  having  got  the  mastery,  took  possession  of  all  the  effects,  and  left  his 
younger  brother  afflicted  and  destitute.  The  hapless  [prince]  deprived  of  all 
share  in  the  office  of  government,  and  of  all  part  of  his  patrimony,  thought 
to  himself  that  as  the  sun  of  good  fortune  and  power  had  set  its  face  towards 
the  western  region  of  decline,  and  Heaven,  exercising  cruelty,  had  displayed 
the  quality  of  insincerity  and  alienation ;  to  turn  the  face  a  second  time  in 
search  of  worldly  things,  afid  to  attempt  again  the  once-attempted  could 
effisct  no  useful  result. 

TBBSB. 

Or  old,  or  new,  so  transient  is  this  earth  '  Tis  not  in  all  one  grain  of  barley  worth. 

Prepare  a  better  kingdom  then  than  this,  Forsake  this  cell  and  ope  the  door  to  bliss. 

'  There  is  nothing  better,'  thought  he,  '  than  that,  as  the  coUar  of  fortune  has 
escaped  from  the  grasp  of  choice,  I  should  take  hold  of  the  skirt  of  reliance  on 
Grod  and  contentment,  and  not  let  go  the  dignity  of  the  Darvesh,  which  is  a 
sovereignty  without  decay. 

OOUPLBT. 

The  Darresh  in  whose  peaceful  cell,  thy  rays,  Contentment!  heam,' 
Is  poor  in  mind,  hut  reigns  in  truth,  a  sovereign  lord  supreme.' 

With  this  resolution  he  issued  from  the  city,  and  said  to  himself  '  Such  a 

one,  the  devotee,  was  the  friend  of  my  father ;  my  advisable  course  is  to  turn  my 

face  towards  his  cell,  and  at  his  feet  commit  the  conduct  of  my  devotions  to 

the  direction  of  abstinence.'    When  he  reached  the  abode  of  the  holy  man. 


»  Ku'rim,  Fl.,  ch.  iii.  182;Mar.  186;  Sale  p.  63, 1.  8  :  'Every  soul  shall  taste  of  death,  and 
ye  shall  have  your  reward  on  the  day  of  resurrection ;  and  he  who  shall  be  far  removed  from 
hell-fiiev  and  shall  he  admitted  into  Paradise,  shall  be  happy ;  hut  the  present  life  is  only  a 
deceitfhl  provision/  Death  is,  in  the  text,  compared  to  a  baiiquet,  as,  in  the  Parahles  of  the 
New  Testament,  the  future  world  is  compared  to  a  feast ;  Matthew  xxii.  10. 

*  Eur'&n,  It.  26;  Sale,  p.  392,  1.  23:  'Every  creature  which  liveth  on  the  earth  is 
subject  to  decay ;  hut  the  glorious  and  honourable  countenance  of  thy  Lord  shall  remain  for 
ever.*  The  lines  are,  lit.  :  *  Every  one  that  is  horn,  to  him  it  is  necessary  without  remedy  to 
drink,  from  the  cup  of  fate,  the  wine,  '  Every  soul  shall  taste  of  death.' 

'  Lit. :  The  darvesh  who  has  the  comer  of  contentment  secured  to  him.*  Eecne  reads 
$m^  for  ihfpy. 
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he  found  that  the  parrot  of  his  soul  had  taken  flight  from  the  cage  of  the 
body,  towards  the  Paradise  of  '  /»  a  lofty  gardm^  '  and  that  the  cell  of  that 
luminous  mind  remained  empty.  For  a  time  grief  and  dejection  at  the  cir- 
cumstance overcame  him.  At  length  he  chose  that  very  spot  for  his  abode, 
and  by  way  of  discipleship  he  became  the  occupant  and  attendant'  of  that 
cell,  and  near  the  hermitage  was  a  water-course,  and  they  had  dug  a  well 
outside  the  ediflce,  and  made  a  way  from  it  to  the  water-course,  whence 
water  flowed  continually  into  the  well,  and  the  people  of  the  hermitage^  made 
use  of  it,  and  bathed  and  performed  their  ablutions  with  it.  One  day  the 
prince  let  down  a  bucket  into  the  well.  There  was  no  sound  of  water,  and 
on  his  examining  it  carefully,  there  was  no  water  at  the  bottom  of  the  well. 
He  reflected,  saying,  '  Alas !  what  accident  has  happened  that  no  water  comes 
into  this  well,  and  if  a  complete  stoppage  has  found  its  way  to  the  well,  and 
the  water-course,  and  it  is  altogether  worn  out,  it  will  be  impossible  to  con- 
tinue longer  in  this  abode.'  Then  in  order  to  leam  the  certainty  of  the 
matter,  he  descended  into  the  well,  and  minutely  inspected  the  sides  and  all 
parts  of  it,  and  the  channel '  by  which  the  water  came.*  All  of  a  sudden  an 
excavation  met  his  view,  from  which  a  portion  [of  masonry]  had  fallen  into 
the  channel  of  the  water  and  prevented  it  from  flowing  into  the  well.  He 
reflected,  'Ah!  whither  does  this  excavation  go?  And  where  does  this 
cavity  issue  ?'  He  then  made  the  cavity  larger,  and  he  no  sooner  stepped 
into  it  than  he  came  upon  the  treasure  of  his  father.  When  the  Prince 
beheld  that  wealth  and  immense  sum  of  money,  he  prostrated  himself  in 
thanks  to  God,  and  said,  '  Although  this  wealth  is  vast,  and  these  gems  beyond 
calculation,  still  I  must  not  swerve  from  the  path  of  reliance  on  God,  and  the 
highway  of  contentment,  and  I  must  limit  my  expenses  to  my  wants. 

HEMISTICH. 

Till,  what  the  unluiown  future  shows,  we  see. 

On  the  other  side,  the  elder  brother  being  flrmly  established  in  his  dominions 
took  no  thought  for  his  subjects,  and  his  army,  and  in  hope  of  the  imaginary 
treasure  which  he  fancied  to  be  in  the  palace  of  his  father,  expended  all  that 
he  could  lay  his  hands  upon,  and  from  excess  of  haughtiness  and  pride,  made 
no  enquiries  after  his  brother,  and  was  ashamed  of  showing  attachment  to 


^  Kur'&ii,  ch.  Ixix,  22 ;  Sale  p.  420,  1.  22 :  '  On  that  day  yo  shall  be  presented 
before  the  judgment-seat  of  God;  and  none  of  your  secret  actions  shall  bo  hidden. 
And  he  who  shall  hare  his  book  deliyered  into  his  right  hand  shall  say,  '  Take  ye,  read  this 
my  book ;  verily  I  thought  that  I  should  be  brought  to  this  my  account :  he  snail  lead  a 
pleasing  life  in  a  lofty  garden,  the  fruits  whereof  shall  be  near  to  gather.' 

'  I  do  not  know  a  word  that  exactly  translates  mmjdunr.  It  signifies  '  the  religious 
attendant  of  a  shrine.'  Keene  translates  az  sar^i  irddaty  *  in  the  warmth  of  his  attachment/ 

3  A  hermitage  can  hardly  be  inhabited  by  more  than  one  person  \  we  might  therefore 
translate  aaum*aah  *■  monastery/  but  Kecnc  renders  it  *  hermitage '  and  justly,  for  ahl  no 
doubt  refers  to  a  number  of  hermits  who  had  successively  occupied  the  cell. 

^  As  there  was  no  water  we  must  take  db  tva  rdh-rd  for  the  figure  hcndiadys. 
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him.  Suddenly  an  enemy  arose  against  him,  and  with  a  numerous  and 
warlike  army  advanced  into  his  coimtry.  The  Prince  found  his  treasury 
empty,  and  his  army  unproTided  and  distressed.  He  went  to  the  place  where 
his  father  had  pointed  out  the  treasury,  in  order  that  with  that  abundant 
wealth  he  might  prepare  a  numerous  host,  [according  to  the  saying,],  '  There 
%9  no  king  without  men,  and  no  men  without  money, ^  The  more  he  exerted 
himself  the  less  could  he  find  any  trace  of  the  treasure,  and  the  more  he 
toiled  and  laboured  the  farther  was  he  excluded  firom  obtaining  his  object. 

C0T7PLET. 

Wouldst  thou  keep  thyself  from  aorrow,  then  this  counsel  hear  of  me, 
Seek'st  thou  that  to  thee  unfiEited,  all  thy  toil  will  fruitless  be. 

And  when  he  had  altogether  lost  all  hope  of  finding  the  treasure  by  a  variety 
of  devices,  after  issuing  bonds,^  he  contrived  to  get  together  a  force,  and 
directing  his  course  to  repel  the  enemy,  issued  from  the  city.  After  the  lines  of 
battle  had  been  drawn  up  on  both  sides,  and  the  fire  of  slaughter  had  been 
kindled,  an  arrow  from  the  ranks  of  the  enemy's  force  struck  the  elder 
Prince  in  a  mortal  place,  and  he  fell  dead  on  the  spot ;  and  from  this  side  also, 
they  discharged  a  shaft,  and  the  strange  king  too  was  slain,  and  both  armies 
were  left  disordered  and  leaderless.  It  almost  came  to  pass  that  the  fire  of 
revolt  blazed  up,  and  that  the  people  of  both  kingdoms  had  been  con- 
sumed by  the  fiame  of  confusion.  At  last  the  chiefs  of  both  armies  assembled 
and  made  search,  with  mutual  consent,  from  the  royal  families  and  the  im- 
perial stock,  for  a  king  of  beneficent  disposition  and  good  qualities,  in  order 
that  they  might  consign  to  him  the  duties  of  the  empire  and  the  conduct  of 
state  af&irs.  The  general  opinion  agreed  in  this  conclusion,  that  the  fortu- 
nate chief  the  head  of  whose  auspiciousness  would  be  worthy  of  a  diadem  of 
exaltation,  and  the  finger  of  whose  happiness  would  befit  the  signet-ring  of 
dominion,  was  that  same  devout  Prince.  The  officers  of  state  went  to  the 
door  of  his  cell,  and  with  aU  possible  respect  and  reverence  brought  him  from 
the  coiner  of  obscurity  to  the  court  of  acceptance,  and  from  the  nook  of 
retirement  to  the  high-place  of  the  throne  of  fortune ;  and  by  the  blessings  of 
reliance  on  the  divine  favour,  he  obtained  the  treasures  of  his  father  and 
was  established  in  his  kingdom.  And  I  have  introduced  this  example  in  order 
to  prove  that  the  attainment  of  fortune  is  not  dependent  on  exertion  and 
labour,  and  that  it  is  better  to  place  trust  in  reliance  on  God,  than  to  pillow 
oneself  on  one's  own  efforts. 

YBBSB. 

The  best  of  all  professions  is  to  lean  On  Froyidence— Can  aught  he  loyelier  seen 

Than  faith  }  Trust  then  in  God  and  struggle  not :    Thou  to  thyself  less  true  art  than  thy  lot. 
Wert  thou  hut  patient,  what  thy  fate  must  be       Will  come  and  cling  all  loyer-like  to  thee.' 


1  So  I  have  ventured  to  render  tamauuk  namkdahy  but  it  perhaps  implies  *  scraping  forces 
together.' 
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When  the  son  had  concluded  this  story,  the  father  said,  'What  thou  hast 
uttered  is  pure  truth  and  justice,  hut  this  world  is  a  world  of  means  and 
causes,  and  the  divine  command  has  heen  issued  accordingly,  that,  on  causes, 
the  happening  of  events  in  general  in  this  world  should  depend;  and 
the  profit  of  working  for  a  livelihood  is  greater  than  the  reliance  on  Provi- 
dence, hecause  the  advantage  of  such  reliance  accrues  to  him  that  so  relies, 
and  no  more ;  and  the  henefit  of  working  circulates  to  others  from  the  worker , 
and  to  convey  henefit  to  others  is  a  proof  of  goodness,  for,  *  The  best  of 
mm  is  he  who  benefits  mankind,*  and  when  any  one  has  the  ability  to  benefit 
others,  it  is  a  shame  if  he  chooses  to  be  idle  and  receive  benefits  from  them : 
but  perhaps  thou  hast  never  heard  the  story  of  that  man  who  after  witnessing 
what  befell  the  Hawk  and  the  Eaven,  neglected  causation,  and  hence  the  divine 
wrath  fell  upon  him.    The  son  asked  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  ni. 

The  father  said,  '  They  relate  that  a  darvesh  was  passing  through  a  waste, 
and  was  meditating  on  the  tokens  of  [Gbd's]  mercy,  and  on  the  instances  of  divine 
power,  when  suddenly  he  beheld  a  swift  royal  falcon,  which,  holding  a  piece  of 
flesh  in  its  claw,  was  hovering  round  a  tree,  and  in  the  most  extreme  agitation 
circled  near  a  nest.  The  man  was  astonished  at  this  circumstance,  and  stood 
for  a  time  gazing  at  it.  He  saw  a  Eaven  without  feathers  and  unfledged 
lying  in  the  nest,  and  the  Hawk  divided  the  flesh  piece  by  piece,  and  in  pro- 
portion to  what  the  callow  raven  could  swallow,  placed  the  pieces  in  its 
mouth.  The  man  exclaimed,  '  Glory  to  GK)d !  behold  His  kingly  favor  and 
infinite  compassion,  that  in  the  comer  of  this  nest  a  raven  unfledged  and  that 
has  neither  power  to  fly,  nor  vigor  to  attack,  is  not  left  by  Him  without 
support. 

VSBSB. 

Earth's  surface  is  His  general  table  spread,  There  friend  or  foe  is  nought  distingiiishM. 
And  thence  each  day  His  bounties  are  so  wide,    In  Kaf  the  Simnrgh  finds  its  wants  supplied. 

Wherefore  it  must  assuredly  be  from  weakness  of  faith  and  dulness  of  belief, 
that  I,  ever  occupied  in  quest  of  daily  subsistence,  remain  afoot  and  unseated, 
and  having  plunged  into  the  wilderness  of  greediness,  by  every  sort  of  artifice 
procure  my  daily  bread. 

VEB8E. 

The  All-Provider  will  ensure  me  food,         Why,  like  the  base,  then,  stir  in  fretfiil  mood  ? 
I  with  contented  cheerful  heart  respire,        I  have  my  lot,  'tis  all  that  I  desire. 

The  best  course  is  for  me  henceforth  to  place  the  head  of  freedom  from  care  on 
the  knee  of  retirement,  and  draw  the  line  of  abrogation  on  the  page  of  employ- 
ment and  business. 

HEMISTICH. 

Food  is  from  God  Most  Blessed  and  Most  High. 
He  then  washed  his  hands  of  worldly  concerns  and  sate  down  in  a  comer. 
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and  fixed  his  heart  smcerely  on  the  grataitons^  beneficence  of  the  Causer  of 
Causes. 

HESdSnCH. 

Ponder  not  cansea  and  the  Causer  slight. 

For  three  days  and  nights  he  remained  quiet  in  the  comer  of  retirement,  but 
no  gratuitous  supply  reached  him  from  any  channel,  and  every  moment  he 
became  more  attenuated  oud  weak.  At  last  his  infirmities'  came  strongly' 
upon  him  and  the  recluse  became  mighty  feeble,  and  was -unable  to  perform 
the  usual  duties  of  worship  and  deyotion.  Then  God  Most  High  sent  to  him 
the  prophet  of  that  age,  and  gave  him  a  message,  severely  rebuking  him,  saying, 
'  0  creature  of  mine !  I  have  placed  the  pivot  of  the  world  on  causes  and 
means,  and,  though  my  omnipotent  power  can  perform  a  thing  without  a 
cause,  nevertheless  my  wisdom  has  made  this  requisite,  that  things  in  general 
should  be  e£Eected  and  brought  about  by  causes,  and  hence  the  rule  of  an 
interchange  of  benefits  is  established.  Wherefore  if  thou  canst  be  the  means 
of  imparting  advantage  to  another,  it  is  better  than  to  be  obliged  to  be  suc- 
coured by  others. 

COUPLET. 

Be  like  the  hawk — ^the  qnany  chase,  and  food  to  others  giye; 
Not  like  the  raven's  callow  brood,  a  remnant-ea^,  live.* 

And  I  have  introduced  this  story  in  order  that  thou  mayest  know  that  it  is 
not  practicable  for  every  one  to  put  aside  the  veil  of  secondary  causes,  and 
that  commendable  reliance  on  Gk)d  is  that  which,  with  a  due  regard  to  means, 
maintains  a  firtn  faith,  so  as  to  participate  in  that  gracious  promise,  *  The 
ifuhuMous  man  is  thefrimd  of  Gody^  and  a  great  authority  has  said,  '  Work 
lest  thou  become  sick ;  and  own  that  thy  food  is  from  Gbd,  lest  thou  be 
an  infideL' 

TEBBB. 

Do  not — ^to  slothfnlnesB — on  God  depend, 
The  saying  hear, '  Who  laboura  w  God  friend* ' 
With  labour  he  combined  thy  confidence, 
And,  whilst  thou  toilest,  trust  Omnipotence. 

The  next  son  then  began  to  say,  '  0  Father !  we  have  not  power  to  rely 
implicitly  on  God,  wherefore  there  is  no  alternative  but  to  practice  a 
profesdon ;  and  when  we  engage  in  a  profession,  and  Gk)d  Most  High,  frt>m 
the  treasure  of  his  bounties,  provides  us  with  wealth  and  property,^  what 


1  Keene  translates  bi-iUat '  faultless.'  but  I  am  convinced  that  a  play  upon  words  is  intended, 
and  that  the  meaning  is  '  the  causeless  (gratuitous)  beneficence  of  the  Causer  of  causes.' 

'  There  is  here  an  oxymoron  in  fuf  riti  ba-kuwat  and  in  kamy  iaif^  which  is  lost  in 
Keene's  translation. 

3  From  this  Arabic  proverb  probably  is  derived  the  old  monkish  one  '  Lahorare  est  orare,' 
and  our  clever  rendering  thereof*  Work  is  worship.' 

*  For  ffUHutf  the  only  meanings  given  in  the  Dictionary  are  *  Mode,  manner,  way,  dis- 
position.' The  word  is  probably  chosen  here  to  chime  with  mM^  but  it  must  mean  '  wealth, 
opuleooe.' 
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must  we  do  with  it?'  The  father  said,  *  To  amass  wealth  is  easy,  but  to  keep 
it  and  derive  advantage  from  it,  is  difficulty  and  when  any  one  acquires 
wealth,  he  must  know  two  necessary  things :  the  one,  to  take  care  of  it  in 
such  a  manner  that  it  may  be  safe  from  inroads  and  consumption,  and  that 
the  hand  of  the  thief  and  the  robber  and  the  cut-purse,  may  be  kept  back 
from  it,  since  gold  has  many  friends  and  the  possessor  of  it  many  a  foe. 

OOUFLET. 

Heayen  does  not  Btrike  the  poor  and  ne^dy  crowd, 
It  strikes  the  pompons  gathering  of  the  prond. 

The  second  thing  is,  that  he  should  reap  the  benefit  of  the  profits,  but  not 
squander  the  principal,  for  if  men  spend  everything  from  their  capital,  and 
are  not  contented  with  the  interest,  in  a  short  time  the  dust  of  annihilation 
will  rise  up  from  it. 

YEBSB. 

A  sea  to  which  no  waters  flow,  ,  Dry  to  the  footstep  soon  would  grow. 

Dig  from  a  hiU  and  nought  return,  Thou  soon  that  hill  wouldst  OTertum. 

Whoever  is  without  income,  and  continually  expends  money,  or  whoso 
expenses  are  greater  than  his  income,  will  eventually  fall  into  the  vortex  of 
want,  and  it  is  probable  that  his  affairs  will  terminate  in  destruction,  like  that 
wastefrd  Eat  which  destroyed  itself  from  grief.'  The  son  asked  'How 
was  that?' 

STORY  IV. 

The  fisither  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  farmer  had  placed  in  a  bam  a 
quantity  of  com  for  a  store,  and  had  closed  up  the  doors  of  expenditure  there, 
in  order  that  in  the  day  when  excessive  want  and  extreme  necessity  should 
arrive,^  he  might  be  able  to  derive  advantage  from  it.  By  chance,  a  Eat — ^who 
from  exceeding  greediness,  desired  to  steal  grain  frx)m  the  granary  of  the 
moon,'  and  to  snatch,  with  the  claw  of  rapacity,  the  cluster  of  the  Pleiades 
from  the  corn-field  of  the  sky — ^had  its  abode  in  the  vicinity  of  that  spot,  and 
its  nest  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  bam.  He  was  continually  burrowing 
under-ground  in  every  direction,  and  with  his  stone-rending  teeth  he  every- 
where made  excavations.  All  at  once,  his  mining  operations  terminated 
in  the  midst  of  the  grain,  and  from  the  roof  of  his  house,  grains  of  wheat, 
like  bright-falling  stars  from  the  sky,  came  pouring  down.  The  rat  saw 
that  the  promise,  *  Your  sustenance  is  in  the  heaven,^  was  ftdfilled ;  and  that 


^  Lit.  '  When  want  should  reach  excess,  and  need,  extremity.* 

3  KJUrman^i  mdh  *  the  halo  round  the  moon,'  but  khirman  by  itself  means  '  harvest, 
granary.'  An  equiroque  is  therefore  intended  here,  and  continued  in  khiuhahf  which 
means  *  ear  of  com,'  *  cluster  of  fruit,'  as  well  as  *  cluster  of  stars.*  It  iT  impossible  to 
preserve  the  pun  in  English. 

»  KurJ&n,  ch.  li.  22 ;  Sale  p.  384, 1.  15 :  *  There  are  signs  of  the  divine  power  and 
goodness  in  the  earth  to  men  of  sound  understanding,  and  also  in  your  ownselves :  will  ye 
not  also  consider?  *  Your  true  sustenance  is  in  the  heaven,'  and  also  that  which  ye  are 
promised.' 
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the  dark  saying,  '  Seek  ye  your  food  in  the  reeessee  of  the  earth,*  was  cleared  up. 
He  then  perfonned  the  duties  of  thanksgiving  for  the  display  of  those  blessings, 
and,  by  the  acquisition  of  those  precious  jewels,  having  obtained  great 
opulence,  he  began  to  assume  the  proud  demeanoiur  of  Karun^  and  the 
arrogant  pretensions  of  Pharaoh ;  and  in  a  short  space  of  time  the  rats  in 
that  quarter  became  acquainted  with  the  circumstances,  and  girt  the  waist  of 
service  in  attendance  upon  him. 

COUPLET. 

The  treacherous  Mends  thou  sceest  here  Are  flies  that  round  the  sweets  appear. 

Friends  of  the  trencher  and  companions  of  the  cup  assembled  near  him,  and — 
as  their  custom  is — adopting  a  course  of  flattery,  uttered  not  a  word,  save  such 
as  would  suit  his  inclination  and  gratify  his  humor;  nor  loosed  their 
tongue  except  in  his  eulogy  and  praise,  and  in  thanking  and  blessing 
him.  He  too,  like  one  demented,  opened  his  mouth  in  boasting  and  vain- 
glorious talk,  and  his  hand  in  ruinous  expenditure ;  in  the  idea  that  the  grain 
of  that  building  would  not  come  to  an  end,  and  that  wheat  would  continuously 
be  showered  down  and  descend  from  that  oriflce.  Every  day  he  expended  a 
large  portion  of  it  on  his  companions,  and  having  no  regard  to  the  final  issue, 
turned  not  from  the  thought  of  to-day,  to  the  anxious  care  for  the  morrow. 

HEMISTICH. 

To  day,  cup-bearer !  wine  we'll  drink ;  *  to-morrow,*  who  has  seen  ? 

And  at  the  season  that  the  rats  were  engrossed  with  pleasure  in  that  retired 
comer,  the  cold  hand  of  famine  and  dearth  had  cast  down  the  people,  and  the 
fire  of  hunger  was  kindled  in  the  breast  of  the  afflicted  poor.  On  every  side 
they  offered  a  loved  object  for  bread,  and  no  one  listened  to  them,  and  in  all 
directions  they  desired  to  sell  their  household  goods  for  a  dish  of  meat,  and 
no  one  would  buy. 

TEBSE. 

All  longed  a  round  of  bread  to  see,  but  they 
Nought  could  behold  but  the  round  orb  of  day.' 
The  world  was  straitened  in  that  stem  distress, 
The  hungry  wailed — ^the  full  were  pitiless. 

The  arrogant  Eat  having  spread  out  the  carpet  of  luxurious  delight,  had  no 
intelligence  of  the  limine,  nor  was  acquainted  with  the  scarcity  of  the  season^ 
When  some  days  had  passed,  the  occasion  became  one  of  life  and  death  to  the 
fiumer,  and  the  knife  reached  the  bone.  He  opened  the  door  of  the  building 
and  saw  that  extensive  damage  had  accrued  to  the  grain.  Then  heaving  a 
cold  sigh  from  his  heart  inflamed  [with  grief],  and,  suffering  much  sorrow  for 


^  Korah,  who^  as  the  Muhammadans  say,  was  the  cousin  of  Moses,  and  cmarreled  with 
him  on  being  advised  to  consecrate  a  portion  of  his  immense  riches  to  God.  JKeene  renders 
the  word  Kdrun  *  Ctobsus  * ! 

• 

*  There  is  here  a  yery  sorry  but  not  uncommon  attempt  at  a  witticism.  A  round  loaf  of 
bread  is  compared  to  the  round  orb  of  the  sun. 

o 
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that  loss,  he  said  to  himself,  *  It  is  not  the  proceeding  of  a  wise  man  to  lament 
in  a  matter  the  remedy  of  which  is  heyond  the  limits  of  possihility.  Now  it 
appears  hest  to  collect  the  remaining  grain  that  is  left  in  this  huilding,  and  to 
convey  it  to  another  place.  Then  the  farmer  hnsied  himself  with  carrying 
out  the  small  portion  that  remained ;  and  in  that  place  the  Eat,  who  imagined 
himself  the  owner  of  the  house  and  lord  of  the  edifice,  was  asleep;  and 
the  other  rats,  from  their  excessiye  greediness  and  cupidity,  did  not  hear  the 
sound  of  the  fanner's  feet,  and  the  noise  of  the  coming  and  going,  ahove  their 
heads.  But  one  among  them,  an  acute  rat,  having  guessed  how  matters 
stood,  ascended  the  roof  to  ascertain  [what  was  going  on]  and,  from  a  crevice, 
observed  the  real  state  of  the  case.  He  came  down  forthwith,  and  havifig 
told  his  friends  the  substance  of  the  story,  flung  out  of  the  hole,  and  they  too 
went  out,  each  to  a  comer,  and  left  their  patron  alone. 

YEBSB. 

Thy  firiends  are  all  on  parings  set,  £ach  loves  thee  for  what  he  can  get : 

As  thy  wealth  fails  thee,  loTe  grows  less,  For  their  own  ends,  thy  fall  they'd  bless. 

From  snch  a  band  of  false  allies,  To  part,  nor  call  them  friends,  were  wise. 

The  next  day  when  the  Eat  lifted  his  head  from  the  pillow  of  repose, 
however  much  he  looked  to  the  left  and  right,  he  saw  none  of  his  friends, 
and  the  more  he  scrutinised,  both  before  and  behind,  the  less  he  discovered 
any  traces  of  his  companions.     He  began  to  bewail  himself,  and  said, 

C0T7PLET. 

What  has  become  of  those,  my  friends  that  were,  I  do  not  know. 
Alas !  what  can  the  matter  be,  that  they  haye  left  me  so  V 

When,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  they  were  about,  he— after  a  long  interval, 
during  which  he  had  chosen  to  live  retired — ^issued  from  the  comer  of  his 
dwelling,  and  got  intelligence  of  the  calamitous  dearth  and  the  miserable 
distress  and  scarcity — ^in  the  utmost  perturbation,  he  hastened  home  that  he 
might  exert  himself  to  the  utmost  in  taking  care  of  the  store  he  possessed. 
When  he  reached  bis  house,  he  saw  not  a  trace  of  the  grain,  and  he  then 
mounted  through  that  hole  into  the  granary,  and  there  was  not  as  much  there 
for  him  to  eat,  as  would  suffice  for  one  night's  food.  Thereupon  his  endu- 
rance being  folded  up,^  he  began  to  rend  the  collar  of  his  life  with  the  hand 
of  afflictioii',  and  struck  the  head  of  insanity  so  often  on  the  ground,  that  his 
brains  were  scattered,  and  by  the  ill-fortune  of  his  wasteftil  living,  he  fell 
into  the  vortex  of  destruction  and  ruin.  And  the  moral  of  this  story  is,  that 
a  man's  expenses  ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  his  income,  and  he  should 
enjoy  himself  with  the  interest  of  the  principal  he  possesses,  and  should  be 
carefdl  of  it  in  such  a  manner  that  no  detriment  may  accrue  to  his  capital 
stock. 

\  Tdk  is  here  used  for  the  jingle  with  (akat ;  tdk  ahudan,  according  to  the  Dictionary, 
signifies  'to  be  folded.'  So  his  patience  resembled  clothes  folded  up,  and  ready  to 
be  put  away. 
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OOUFLR. 

Ever  thy  income  and  expense  smrey,  Contract  expenaee  as  thy  means  decay/ 

And  when  the  &ther  had  concluded  this  tale,  the  younger  son  arose  and 
adorned  the  pzeamhle  of  his  discouise  with  benedictions  and  praise  of  his 
&ther,  and  said,  '  0  father !  after  one  has  taken  care  of  his  property 
according  to  rule,  and  has  obtained  fiill  interest  from  it,  how  should  he 
«pend  that  interest?'  The  father  said,  'The  mean  in  everything  is  to  be 
commended,  especially  as  regards  the  mode  of  living.  Wherefore  it  behoves 
the  possessor  of  wealth,  after  obtaining  his  profit,  to  pay  regard  to  two 
other  rales.  First,  let  him  shun  incongruous  expenses  and  outlays,  lest  these 
bring  forth  repentance,  and  he  loose  the  tongue  of  sarcasm  against  him ;  and, 
in  point  of  fact,  the  squandering  one's  resources,  and  promise  expenditure 
are  a  temptation  of  the  devil  [as  it  is  said,]  '  Ibr  the  projuse  are  brethren 
ofihedevih:' 

VSB8B. 

Men  of  a  noble  nature,  less  esc^hew  The  parsimonions,  than  the  profligate. 

The  liberal  please  all  hearts  in  all  they  do ;  But  that  moat  pleases  which  is  moderate. 

Secondly :  It  is  necessary  that  he  should  avoid  the  disgrace  of  stinginess,  and 
the  stigma  of  miserly  conduct,  since  the  miser  has  an  ill  name,  both  in 
i^iritnal  and  worldly  things,  and  a  worldly  avaricious  man  is  at  all  times  the 
object  of  reproach  and  as  wretched  as  his  foes  could  wish ;'  and  the  hoards  of 
Ihe  miser  become,  in  the  end,  the  butt  of  the  shaft  of  ruinous  expenditure 
and  waste.  Thus,  for  example,  when  water  is  continually  flowing  into  a  large 
reservoir  from  sundry  channels,  and  has  not  an  outlet  proportioned  to  the 
influx,  it  of  necessity  seeks  a  passage  in  every  direction,  and  bursts  out 
from  every  comer.  So  the  walls  of  the  reservoir  are  cracked,  and  in  the  end  it 
IB  rained  and  destroyed,  and  the  waters  are  dispersed  abroad  on  all  sides  and  in 
all  directions.    *  TTam  the  miser  of  a  eamalty  or  an  hevr^^ 

•      STANZA. 

The  wealth  the  miser  nought  enjoyed  is  cast, 
By  the  rude  hand  of  spoilers,  to  the  wind; 
Or  has  to  some  ungratefiil  heir  now  pateed, 
Who  bat  with  loathing  calls  his  name  to  mind.' 

When  the  sons  had  heard  the  admonitions  of  their  father,  and  had  f uUy 


1  Knr'&n,  ch.  XYii.  29 ;  Sale,  j).  212, 1.  16  :  *  And  waste  not  thv  substance  nroftisely,  for 
the  profuse  are  Inrethien  of  the  de^ ;  and  the  devil  was  ungrateful  to  his  LoroL' 
*  Keene  reads  dmhrntm-i  kdm,  and  translates  '  the  enemy  of  joy/ 


etc.     One  MS.  reads  iHuhshiri  mdlu,  and  another,  «^ljl  Ojl^  J-^^   J^>^ 
which  is  evidently  corrupt. 
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recognised  the  advantages  of  his  words,  each  made  choice  of  a  profession,  and 
engaged  in  business;  and  the  oldest  of  them^  betook  himself  to  conunerce, 
and  embarked  on  a  distant  journey ;  and  he  had  with  him  two  baggage  oxen, 
such  that  the  bull  of  heaven  did  not  possess  the  power  of  contending  with 
them  in  strength ;  and  the  celestial  lion  from  their  fierceness  and  the  awe 
they  inspired,  hid,  like  a  cat  keeping  a  fast,  the  claw  of  terror  in  the  paw  of 
helplessness. 

COUPLET. 

Elephantine  in  body  and  Uons  in  fight,        In  their  motion  majestic,  and  matchlefls  in  might. 

The  name  of  one  was  Shanzabah,'  and  of  the  other,  Mandabah ;  and  the 
worthy  merchant  always  managed  them  and  attended  to  their  condition 
himself.  As,  however,  the  time  of  the  journey  waxed  long  and  they 
traversed  great  distances,  debility  made  inroads  into  their  condition,  and  the 
mark  of  weakness  was  displayed  on  the  aspect  of  their  state.  By  chance,  in 
the  midst  of  the  way  a  vast  slough  intervened,  and  Shanzabah  stuck  therein. 
The  merchant  commanded,  so  that  by  every  device  they  brought  him  out, 
and  as  he  had  not  power  to  move,  [his  owner]  hired  a  man  and  appointed  him 
to  the  charge  of  the  ox ;  and  it  was  fixed  that  as  soon  as  he  gained  strength 
he  should  bring  him  to  the  caravan.  The  hireling  abode  one  or  two  days  in 
the  jungle,  and  became  dispirited  by  being  alone,  and  abandoning  Shanzabah, 
earned  the  news  of  his  death  to  the  merchant ;  and  in  that  stage,  Mandabah, 
from  excess  of  fritigue  and  through  parting  from  Shanzabah,  died.  But 
Shanzabah,  in  a  short  space  of  time,  having  regained  his  strength,  wandered 
in  every  direction  in  search  of  a  meadow  for  grazing,  until  he  reached  a 
mead  adorned  with  a  variety  of  fragrant  herbs,  and  clothed  with  plants  of 
different  kinds.  Paradise,  from  envy  of  that  garden,  bit  the  finger  of 
jealousy ;  and  heaven  opened  the  eye  of  admiration  in  surveying  it. 

COUPLET. 

In  flowers  and  yerdure  fresh  upsprung,  and  waters  flowing  there; — 
(Araunt,  ill  glances !')  yon  might  it  with  Paradise  compare. 

Shanzabah  was  pleased  with  that  spot,  and  deposited  the  furniture  of 
residence  in  the  expaose  of  that  meadow;  and  when  he  had  for  a  time 
grazed  in  that  pasture,  without  any  bond  of  constraint  or  troublesome  fetter,^ 
and  had  lived,  according  to  the  wish  of  his  heart,  in  that  exhilarating  air  and 
heart-expanding  plain,  he  became  excessively  robust  and  stout.     The  delight 


^  Here  the  story  for  the  first  time  coincides  with  the  Hitopadcsha.  The  tale  of  Shanzabah 
corresponds  with  the  story  of  Sanjiyaka,  Hitopadesha,  book  2.  ('  The  separation  of  Friends.') 

'  AH  the  MSS.  I  haye  seen,  and  the  lithographed  edition,  read  *  Shatrabah/  but  the 
Dictionary  explains  ^  Shatrabah*  as  being  a  corrupted  form  of  Shanzabah.  I  haye  therefore 
retained  tne  latter. 

3  Orientals  fancy  that  the  eyil  eye  affects  cyerything  beautiful,  so  the  poet  would  repel 
its  influence  from  the  Paradise  ho  is  describing. 

*  Lit. :  *  Fetter  of  annoyance.' 
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of  ease  and  enjoyment  of  repose,  carried  him  so  far,  that  from  the  abundance 

of  his  gaiety,  he  uttered  loud  bellowings.     And  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that 

meadow  lived  a  Lion,  who  inspired  great  awe  from  his  savage  and  ferocious 

nature.     Many  wild  animals^  had  girded  themselves  in  his  service,   and 

countless  beasts  of  prey  had  placed  the  head  of  obedience  on  the  line'  of  his 

commandment,  and  the  Lion  from  the  pride  of  youth  and  the  arrogance  of 

dominion  and  success  and  the  multitude  of  his  servants  and  the  number  of 

his  retinue,  fancied  no   one  superior  to  himself;  and  despised  the  swifb- 

chaiging  tiger  and  the  huge-bodied  elephant ;  but  he  had  never  seen  an  ox 

nor  heard  the  voice  of  one.     When  the  bellowing  of  Shanzabah  reached  him, 

he  was  much  dismayed,  and  from  fear  that  the  beasts  should  discover  that       .         *  f)  ^L 

alarm  had  found  the  way  to  him,  he  moved  nowhere,  and  remained  quiet  in     »'''*- 


one  spot.    And  in  his  train  were  two  subtle  jackals,  one  named  KalHah,  and        ^"h 
the  other  Damnah,  and  both  of  them  were  famed  for  sagacity  and  acuteness.         ^  \  ^^\ 
Damnah,  however,  was  the  cleverer,  and  more  eager  in  pursuit  of  rank  and         ^ 
fame.    He,  by  his  quickness  of  perception,  discovered  that  fear  had  over- 
come the  lion,  and  that  he  was  intent  on  something  which  was  passing 
through  his  mind.     He  said  to  Kalflah,  '  What  sayest  thou  as  to  the  state 
of  the  king,  in  that  he  has  abandoned  the  pleasureableness  of  exercise,  and 
has  fixed  himself  in  one  place  ? 

COUPLET. 

The  signs  of  sorrow  on  his  brow  TeU  that  his  ]ieart  is  pensive  now.' 

Kalflah  replied,  '  What  business  hast  thou  with  this  question  ?  and  what  is 
tiiy  concern  with  the  uttering  of  this  speech  ? 

HSMIBTICH. 

Where  thou !  and  where  discourse  of  state  affairs !  ^ 

And  we  in  the  court  of  tLis  King  obtain  our  food  and  pass  our  time  tranquilly 
under  the  shade  of  his  fortunes.  Be  satisfied  with  this  and  refr'ain  from 
inquisitiveness  into  the  secrets  of  kings,  and  scanning  too  narrowly  their 
affidrs,  for  we  are  not  of  the  degree  to  be  honored  with  the  confidence  of 
monarchs,  or  that  with  princes  there  should  be  room  for  attention  to  our 
words ;  wherefore  it  is  idle  and  superfluous  to  talk  of  them,  and  whoever 
superfluously  meddles  with  what  does  not  befit  him,  meets  with  what  the  Ape 
met  with.'     Damnah  inquired,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 


1  Keene  translates  wM»h  '  gentle  animals,'  but  I  am  ignorant  of  any  authority  for  such  a 
mfRBing  to  the  word, 

2  I  am  inclined  to  think  WuiJtL  here  means  *  line'  in  the  sense  of  '  writing'  rather  than  in 
that  of  '  edge;'  as  it  is  usual 'to'express  reyerenoe  for  a  command  contained  in  a  letter,  by 
raising  the  paper  to  the  head. 

'  This  form  of  expression  is  a  common  mode  of  indicating  discrepancy  between  two  things. 
80  in  Hmd<i8t&ni,  *  Where  R6j&  Bhoj !  and  where  the  oilman  Gangfi !' 


1. 
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STORY  V. 

Kalflah  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  Monkey  saw  a  Carpenter  sitting  upon 
a  piece  of  timber,  which  he  was  cutting,  and  he  had  two  wedges,  one  of  which 
he  hammered  into  the  cleft  of  the  wood,  so  that  the  cutting  was  &cilitated,  and 
the  passage  for  the  going  and  returning  of  the  saw  was  widened,  and  when 
the  fissure  passed  a  certain  limit  he  knocked  in  the  other  wedge  and  drew  out 
the  former  one,  and  in  this  manner  he  continued  working.  The  Monkey  amused 
himself  with  looking  on :  suddenly  the  Carpenter,  in  the  middle  of  his  work,  on 
some  urgent  occasion,  got  up  and  went  away,  and  when  the  Monkey  saw  the 
coast  clear  he  immediately  seated  himself  in  the  piece  of  wood,  and  in  that 
portion  where  it  was  cut  asunder,  the  lower  parts  of  his  body  went  down  into  the 
cleft.  The  Ape  drew  out  of  the  cleft  of  the  timber  the  wedge  that  was  in  front, 
before  hammering  in  the  other,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  extracted  the  two 
divisions  of  the  wood  closed  and  the  hinder  parts  of  the  monkey  were  firmly 
fixed  in  the  midst  of  the  log.  The  wretched  Ape,  agonized  by  the  pain, 
screamed  out  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

<  Each  one  <m  earth  his  own  affaim  should  do. 
Wko  does  not  thus,  does  vastly  ill,  'tis  true. 

My  business  is  to  pluck  fruit,  not  to  handle  a  saw,  and  my  profession  is  to 
look  about  me  in  the  jungle,  not  to  chop  with  hatchet  and  adze. 

HEMISTICH. 

To  one  so  acting  it  will  happen  thus.' 

The  Ape  was  thus  soliloquizing,  when  the  carpenter  returned  and  handled 
him  as  he  deserved ;  and  the  affairs  of  the  Monkey  terminated  through  that 
officiousness  in  his  destruction,  and  hence  they  have  said, 

HEMISTICH. 

Sure  carpenters'  is  not  a  monkey's  work. 

And  I  have  introduced  this  example  that  thou  mayest  know  that  every  one 
should  do  his  own  business,  and  not  step  beyond  his  due  limits,  and  *  For 
every  business  there  are  men,*    And  how  finely  have  they  said, 

COUPLET. 

This  proTerb  of  a  friend  I  would  recall,  '  AH  have  their  work  and  there  is  work  for  all.' 

Give  up  this  affair  which  is  no  business  of  thine,  and  regard  the  small 
provision  and  food  which  reaches  us,  as  a  piece  of  good  fortune.'  Damnah 
said,  'Every  onewho  seeks  to  be  about  the  persons  of  kings,  ought  not  to  do 
so  for  the  sake  of  food  and  provision,  since  the  stomach  is  filled  in  aU  places 
and  with  all  things.  But  the  advantage  of  attendance  on  princes  is  the 
obtaining  of  high  office,  in  order  that  in  that  position  one  may,  by  favor, 
gratify  his  friends  and  deal  rigorously  with  his  enemies.     And  every  one, 
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whose  spirit  can  stoop  to  the  consideration  of  mere  food,  is  to  be  reckoned 
with  brutes,  like  a  hungry  dog  who  is  pleased  with  a  bone,  and  a  mean- 
spirited  cat  that  is  content  with  a  crumb  of  bread ;  and  I  have  observed, 
that  if  a  lion  is  chasing  a  hare,  should  he  see  a  wild  ass,  he  discontinues 
[chasing  his  first  quarry]  and  turns  to  pursue  the  wild  ass. 

COUPLET. 

Be  erer  lofty-sonled,  for  as  may  be  Thy  spirit,  God  and  man  will  value  thee. 

And  whoever  has  attained  a  lofty  station,  though  his  life  should  be  short  as 
that  of  a  flower,  still,  on  account  of  his  fair  fame,  the  wise  attribute  to  him 
long  life ;  and  he  who  bows  the  head  to  servility  and  meanness  of  soul, 
though  he  may  abide  for  a  long  time  like  the  leaf  of  the  pine,  yet,  in  the 
opinion  of  men  of  eminence,  he  finds  no  esteem,  and  they  make  no  account 
of  him.' 

COUFLir. 

He  that  is  funous,  S'adi,  never  dies ;  But  he  is  tmly  dead  whom  men  despiBO. 

Kalilah  said,  *  The  pursuit  of  dignities  and  high  offices  beseems  that  class, 
who  by  the  nobleness  of  their  descent  and  the  grace  of  their  manners  and 
high  birth,  possess  a  fitness  and  capacity  for  such  things ;  and  we  are  not  of 
this  order  so  as  to  be  suited  to  lofty  stations,  or  that  we  should  advance  the 
step  of  exertion  in  pursuit  of  them. 

C0I7FLBT. 

My  dreamings  are  as  boundless  as  the  illimitable  sea ;  * 

Alas !  can  such  vain  longings  in  this  atom's  scheming  be  ?' 

Danmah  said,  '  The  source  of  greatness  is  intellect  and  accomplishments,  not 
race  and  descent  Every  one  who  possesses  a  clear  understanding  and  a 
perfect  judgment,  raises  himself  from  a  low  origin  to  an  exalted  rank ;  and 
whoever  has  a  weak  mind  and  a  mean  intellect,  brings  himself  down  from  a 
lofty  position  to  a  low  rank. 

STANZA. 

By  aid  of  lofty  sense  and  prudence  high,  Man  casts  the  noose  of  seizure  on  the  sky.^ 

If  the  soul's  vision  ope  not  by  emprise,  The  sight  to  lofty  things  can  never  rise. 

And  the  ancients  have  said  that  elevation  to  exalted  rank  is  attainable  only  by 
great  trouble ;  and  descent  from  an  honorable  station  is  brought  about  with 
httle  pains ;  as  one  can  lift  on  one's  shoulder  from  the  ground  a  heavy  stone 
only  with  great  exertion,  and  must  by  the  slightest  movement,  drop  it  to  the 
earth ;  and  hence  it  is  that  no  one  is  able  to  relish  the  pursuit  of  lofty  things, 
save  a  man  of  high  spirit  who  possesses  the  ability  of  undergoing  labour. 

C017PLET. 

Love,  0  my  soul !  beseems  not  those  in  delicacy  bred, 
The  much-enduring  brave  alone  can  in  this  tumult  tread. 

Every  one  who  seeks  the  indulgence,  *  Obscurity  is  ease,*  having  washed  his 


*  That  is — attains  the  highest  dignities. 


It 
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hands  of  honor,  will,  to  all  tiine,  remain  a  recluse  in  the  comer  of  abasement 
and  imfulfilment  of  his  wishes,  and  he  who  dreads  not  the  thorny  ground  of 
'  Notwieti^  is  a  misfortuwy'  will  in  a  short  time  pluck  the  rose  of  his  wish^ 
and  sit  in  the  flower-garden  of  honor  on  the  cushion  of  pleasure. 

STANZA. 

None  will  be  honored  till  they  suffer  grief,  and  toil,  and  pain, 
The  mby  must  effuse  its  heart's  blood,^  ere  it  yalue  gain. 
Ne'er  did  the  trayeler  trace  out  in  the  scroU  of  happiness, 
Clear  from  blot  of  toil  and  trouble,  the  handwriting  of  success. 

But  perhaps  thou  hast  never  heard  the  story  of  those  two  companions,  one  of 
whom  by  the  endurance  of  toil  and  hardship,  reached  the  pinnacle  of  regal 
dignity,  and  the  other,  through  indolence  and  self-indulgence,  remained  in  the 
abyss  of  want  and  distress.'     Ealflah  said  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  VI. 

Damnah  said,  *  Two  friends,  one  of  whom  was  named  Salim,  and  the  other 
Gh&nim,'  were  journeying  on  a  road,  and,  in  company  with  one  another, 
traversed  the  halting-places  and  stages.  It  happened  that  they  passed  along 
the  skirt  of  a  mountain,  whose  peak  kept  rein-and-rein  with  the  bay  courser 
of  the  sky,  and  whose  waist  was  girt  so  as  to  keep  stiirup-to-stirrup  with  the 
sur&ce  of  the  celestial  girdle;'  and  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  there  was  a 
fountain  of  water,  in  clearness  like  the  cheek  of  fresh-faced,  rosy-cheeked 
[beauties],  and  in  sweetness  like  the  speech  of  sugar-Hpped,  sweet-spoken 
[Mr  ones].  In  front  of  this  fountain  a  large  reservoir  had  been  made,  and 
around  it  imibrageous  trees  interlaced  their  tops. 

VBBSB. 

Here  branches  of  sweet  shruhe  their  odours  gave. 
And  here  tall  trees  (their  graceful)  foliage  ware. 
The  hyacinth  the  cypress-foot  attends, 
The  Tiolet  before  the  hly  bends. 

In  short  those  two  comrades  arrived  from  the  terrible  wilderness  at  that  ter- 
mination of  their  day's  journey,  and  seeing  it  to  be  a  pleasant  spot,  and  an 
exhilarating  resting-place,  stopped  there  for  their  accustomed  repose  ;  and 
after  resting  themselves,   passed  along  in  every  direction  on  all  sides  of 


^  The  Orientals  hare  a  notion  that  a  stone  gradually  hardens  into,  and  assumes  the  hue 
of  a  ruby.    So  Sa'di,  Gulist&n  (page  286  of  the  author's  translation). 

'Tis  years  before  the  pebble  can  put  on 
The  ruby's  nature.     Wilt  thou  on  a  stone, 
'  In  one  short  moment  mar  what  time  has  done? 

«  S&lim,  i.e.,  'safe.'     GhOnim,  «.*.,  *  loaded  with  spoil.' 

'  Ecene's  yersion  of  this  passage  seems  scarcely  intelligible :  *  Whose  waist  might  bind  the 
vault,  whose  girdle  is  the  zodiac,  stirrup  to  stirrup.'  There  is,  as  is  too  often  the  case  in 
high-flown  Persian,  a  confusion  of  metaphors.  The  mountain  is  said  to  be  girt  with  the 
zodiac  and  to  race  with  it  on  such  equal  terms  as  to  keep  stirrup  to  stirrup.  I  take 
kamarash  as  the  nominatiye  to  batti,  -and  supply,  khud-rd. 
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the  reservoir  and  fountain  and  looked  about  them  on  every  side.  All 
at  once  they  saw — on  the  margin  of  the  reservoir,  on  the  side  whence  the 
water  came — a  white  stone,  and  on  it  written,  in  emerald  characters — such  that, 
save  with  the  pen  of  omnipotence  and  on  the  page  of  wisdom  characters  like 
them  could  not  be  traced — ^these  words,  *  0  traveler!  who^  hast  honored  this 
spot  by  alighting  here,  know  that  we  have  provided  entertainment  for  our  guests 
after  the  best  manner,  and  prepared  the  tables  of  advantage  in  the  most  excellent 
fashion ;  but  the  condition  is  that  thou  shouldst  plunge  over-head  into  this 
foimtain,  and  without  dread  of  the  danger  of  the  eddy,  or  of  the  terrors  of  the 
vortex,  get  to  shore  as  best  thou  canst';  and  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  we  have 
placed  a  lion  carved  out  of  stone,  which  thou  must  raise  on  thy  shoulder,  and 
without  hesitation  or  delay,  must  convey  thyself  in  one  run  to  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  nor  desist  from  tJiy  undertaking  from  fear  of  the  ravenous  beasts 
that  may  cross  thy  path,  nor  of  the  sharpness  of  the  heart-transfixing 
thorns  which  may  lay  hold  of  thy  skirt ;  for  when  the  course  is  finished  the 
tree  of  desire  will  bear  fruit.' 

QUATRAIN. 

No  halt  is  reached  until  the  journey  *b  done. 

Through  mortal  agonies  our  will  we  gain. 

And  though  the  uniyerBal  world  attain 
The  splendours  of  success ;  e'en  then  not  one 

Beam  would  him  gild,  who  giyes  himself  no  pain. 

After  acquainting  himself  with  the  purport  of  this  inscription,  Gh&nim  turned 
to  Salim  with  these  words,  '0  brother!  come  on,  in  order  that  we  may 
traverse  this  arena  of  danger  with  the  steps  of  toil,  and  may  display  every 
endeavour  that  is  possible  to  learn  the  particulars'  of  this  talisman.' 

COUPLET. 

Either,  successful,  on  high  heayen  to  tread; 
Or,  with  a  valiant  aim,  lay  down  our  head. 

S41im  said,  '  0  friend  beloved,  from  a  mere  legend,  whose  writer  is  unknown, 
and  of  die  truth  of  which  we  are  ignorant,  to  embark  in  a  prodigious  peril ; 
and  on  the  idea  of  an  imaginary  advantage  and  a  supposed  benefit,  to  precipi- 
tate oneself  into  a  great  danger  is  a  proof  of  fatuity.  No  sensible  man 
takes  certain  poison  along  with  a  questionable  antidote,  nor  does  any  reason- 
able person  willingly  undergo  ready-money  labour  for  pleasure  on  credit. 

COUPLET. 

A  wise  man  thinks  a  moment's  pain  outweighs 
An  age  of  ease  and  countless  happy  days.'  > 


*  The  printed  and  lithographed  editions  omit  the  kihy  which,  as  the  MSS.  shew,  should 
precede  in  maznil-rd.  The  former  has  a  typographical  error  directly  after,  musarraf  for 
mmharraf. 

*  Kamd  hiyd,  *■  as  things  are,'  *■  as  the  affair  stands.*  Perhaps  a  play  upon  words  is  intended 
with  htmdhahy  which  signifies. 'binding  an  amulet  on  the  arm.' 

3  Lit. :  *  A  thousand  years  of  enjoyment.* 
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Ghanim  replied,  '0  kind  Mend !  the  love  of  ease  is  the  forerunner  of  igno- 
miny and  disgrace,  and  the  undertaking  of  danger  the  token  of  fortune  and 
honor. 

8TAKZA. 

Those  easy  Bonis,  who  renture  nought, 

Ne'er  their  hearts  gladden  with  success. 
Who  fear  the  revel's  after-thought,— 
With  TinouB  aches  and  throbhings  fraught — 

Ne'er  drain  the  bowl  of  happiness. 

The  wUl  of  the  high-spirited  man  stoops  not  to  a  comer  and  an  allowance  of 
food,  nor,  till  he  obtains  a  lofty  situation,  does  he  desist  from  the  pursuit. 
One  cannot  gather  the  rose  of  pleasure  without  the  thorn  of  toil,  nor  open  the 
door  of  one's  wish  without  the  key  of  labour,  and  as  for  me,  resolution  will 
seize  tJie  reins  and  cany  me  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  I  shall  have  no 
dread  of  the  whiripool  of  calamity,  nor  of  the  endurance  of  the  load  of  hardship. 

C0I7PLBT. 

Should  toil  in  the  search  befall  us,  well  it  may  be  so, 

When  we  long  for  Makka's  temple,  gladly  through  the  wastes  j^e  go.' 

Salim  rejoined,  '  Granted  that  for  the  perfume  of  the  spring  of  good-fortune 
one  may  put  up  with  the  disorder  of  the  autumn  of  adversity,  nevertheless  to 
advance  in  a  path  which  has  no  end,  and  to  float  on  in  an  ocean  whose 
shore  is  not  visible,  is  feur  removed  from  the  path  of  discretion;  and  it 
behoves  every  one  who  commences  an  undertaldng,  to  examine  its  issue  as 
well  as  he  knows  its  beginning;  and,  caEsting  his  glance  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  afhir  to  the  end,  to  weigh  the  loss  and  gain  of  it,  in  order  that 
he  may  not  undergo  vain  toil,  and  not  give  to  the  wind  of  annihilation  the 
ready  money  of  his  precious  life. 


Till  thou  hast  first  made  sure  thy  stepping-place, 

Step  thou  not  onward  in  pursuit  of  aught. 
And  in  each  matter  that  thou  dost  embrace, 

Be  first  a  creyice  for  escapement  sought. 

It  may  be  that  they  have  written  this  inscription  for  a  joke,  and  inscribed 
these  characters  for  mockery  and  sport,  and  this  fountain  may  be  a  whirlpool, 
such  that  it  is  impossible  to  reach  tJie  bank  by  swimming;  and,  if  escape  from  it 
be  attained,  it  is  probable  that  the  weight  of  the  stone  lion  may  be  so  great  that 
one  cannot  lift  it  on  one's  shoulder,  and  were  that,  too,  effected,  it  is  possible 
that  one  could  not  reach  the  top  of  the  mountain  in  a  single  run,  and  if  all 
this  be  accomplished,  it  is  quite  unknown  what  the  result  may  be.  In  fine, 
I  go  not  along  with  thee  in  this  business,  and,  moreover,  dissuade  thee  froin 
advancing  farther  in  the  matter.'  Ghdnim  said,  *  Cease  these  words,  since  I 
wUl  not  turn  back  from  my  intention  for  any  man's  words,  nor  will  break  the 
resolution  I  have  formed,  for  all  the  doubts  that  the '  imps  of  men  or  geniV  can 
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suggest ;  and  I  know  that  thon  hast  not  the  strength  to  accompany  me,  and 
will  not  agree  to  bear  me  company.  Well,  then,  look  on  at  the  spectacle, 
and  aid  with  thy  prayers  and  good  wishes. 

ooupi;et. 
No  power  hart  thoa  to  diaixL  the  cap,  I  ween ; 
Come,  Tiew  at  least  the  gay  carounng  aoene.' 

StJim  perceived  that  he  was  a  man  of  an  nnchangeable  impulse  in  his 
undertakings,  and  said^  *  0  brother !  I  see  that  thou  wilt  not  be  restrained  by 
my  advice,  and  that  thou  wilt  not  abandon  this  thing  which  ought  not  to  be 
done ;  and  I  cannot  bear  to  look  on  at  this  afiiur,  nor  can  I  find  amuse- 
ment in  a  thing  which  does  not  suit  my  feelings  and  is  not  approved  by  my 
heart.     I  see  my  best  course  to  be  thic 


HEMISTICH. 

1  from  this  whirlpool  must  my  things  remove.  * 

He  then  placed  the  baggage  he  had,  on  his  beast,  and  bade  his  friend 
&reweU,  and  set  forward  on  his  journey.  Gh&nim,  having  washed  his  heart 
of  his  life,  came  to  the  brink  of  the  fountain,  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

,  I'll  dive  down  into  this  wide-flowing  sea.    Or  there  to  sink,  or  bring  back  pearls  with  me.' 

Then  binding  firmly  round  his  waist  the  skirt  of  resolution,  he  stepped  into 
the  fountain. 

COUPLET. 

No  fonntain  that — ^but  there  an  ocean  flow^ 
That  the  false  semblance  of  a  fountain  shewed. 

(Jhinim  saw  that  that  fountain  was  a  dangerous  whirlpool,  but  keeping  a 
stout  heart,  by  swimming  boldly,  reached  the  shore  of  delivery ;  and  having 
come  to  the  edge  of  the  water  and  recovered  himself,  he  by  strength  and 
might,  lifted,  the  stone  Hon  on  his  back,  and  voluntarily  submitting  to  a 
thousand  kinds  of  labour,  brought  himself  in  one  run  to  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  and  on  that  side  of  the  mountain  he  saw  a  great  city  with  an 
agreeable  climate  and  a  heart-expanding  country. 

COUPLET. 

In  goodness  it  witK  Eden  might  compare,  And  was  like  Iram's  garden — firesh  and  fair. 

Qhanim  having  halted  on  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  was  looking  towards 
the  city,  when  suddenly,  from  that  lion  of  stone,  a  terrible  sound  issued,  such 
that  the  mountain  and  plain  shook,  and  that  noise  having  reached  the  city, 
many  persons  came  out  from  the  right  and  left,  and  turning  their  faces 
towards  the  mountain,  advanced  towards  i^&nim.  Ghanim  looked  on  with 
a  wondering  gaze,  and  was  astonished  at  the  multitudes  of  people,  when,  all 


^  Keene  renders  this  line,  ^  That  I  should  carry  forth  my  own  baggage  from  this  pathless 
ildemcsB.'  I  cannot  think  that  tcurtah  can  refer  to  anything  but  the  whirlpool,  here. 
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of  a  sudden,  a  company  of  grandees  and  nobles  came  and  performed  the 
ceremonies  of  salutation,  and  offered  the  praises  due  to  him,  and  having 
seated  him,  with  the  greatest  respect,  on  a  fleet  courser,  conveyed  him 
towards  the  city,  and  after  washing  his  head  and  body  with  rose-water  and 
camphor,  arrayed  him  in  royal  robes,  and,  with  all  honor  and  reverence, 
delivered  into  his  able  hands  the  rein  of  the  sovereignty  of  that  country. 
Upon  Ghanim's  inquiring  into  the  nature  of  these  circumstances,  he  was 
answered  in  the  following  manner,  '  In  the  fountain  that  thou  sawest,  wise 
men  have  framed  a  talisman  and  fashioned  that  stone  lion  with  every  kind 
of  care  and  consideration  with  regard  to  the  rising  of  the  degrees  and  the 
aspects  of  the  fixed  stars  and  planets,  and  whensoever  a  respected  person 
resolves  to  cross  the  fountain,  and  lift  up  the  lion  and  ascend  to  the  summit 
of  the  mountain,  this  circumstance  will  undoubtedly  coincide  with  the 
decease  of  the  n^onarch  of  this  city.  Thereupon  the  lion  utters  a  sound, 
and  the  noise  thereof  having  reached  the  city,  the  people  come  forth,  and 
having  raised  this  man  to  the  sovereignty,  pass  their  Hves  tranquilly  under 
the  shelter  of  his  justice  until  the  time  when  his  turn,  too,  arrives. 

HSIOSTICH. 

When  one  departs  another  takes  his  place. 

And  when,  by  command  of  Gk)d,  the  sun  of  the  existence  of  the  ruler 
of  this  country  sets  in  the  horizon  of  death,  simultaneously  therewith,  the 
star  of  the  grandeur  of  that  fortunate  person  exhibits  its  ascension  from  the 
summit  of  this  mountain :  and  long  ages  have  passed  since  this  rule  has  been 
established  after  this  same  custom  that  has  been  mentioned :  and  thou  art 
to-day  the  king  of  this  city  and  the  ruler  of  this  age. 

HEMtSnCH. 

The  realm  is  thine — command  whatever  thou  wilt. 

G]i4nim  perceived  that  the  endurance  of  all  those  toils  was  through  the 
requirement  of  fortune. 

COUPLET. 

When  fortune  comes  to  lend  her  willing  aid. 
She  makes  all  issue  as  it  should  be  made. 

And  I  have  introduced  this  example  in  order  that  thou  mayest  know  that 
the  draught  of  delight  and  enjoyment  is  not  without  the  sting  of  annoyance 
and  trouble ;  and  to  whomsoever  the  desire  of  exaltation  arises,  he  wiU  not  be 
trampled  down  by  any  base  person,  nor  be  content  with  a  low  rank  or  a  mean 
station ;  and  I,  until  I  obtain  the  dignity  of  the  Lion's  confidence,  and  am 
admitted  into  the  number  of  those  who  stand  nearest  to  his  presence,  wOl 
not  lay  my  head  on  the  pillow  of  repose,  nor  stretch  out  my  feet  on  the 
couch  of  relaxation.'  Kalflah  said,  '  Whence  hast  thou  been  able  to  grasp 
the  key  of  this  door  ?  and  how  hast  thou  conceived  the  idea  orentering  into  this 
affair  ? '    Damnah  said,  '  At  this  crisis,  when  alarm  and  uncertainty  has  found 
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way  to  the  Lion,  I  mean  to  put  myself  in  his  way,  and  it  is  probable 
thaty  by  imbibing  the  cordial  of  my  advice,  he  may  recoyer  his  cheerfulness, 
and  by  this  means  my  propinquity  and  rank  in  his  presence  will  be 
increased.'  Ealflah  said,  '  How  will  thou  obtain  propinquity  and  access  to  the 
lion  ?  and  even  should  it  be  so,  thou  hast  not  been  used  to  the  services  of  kings, 
and  knowest  not  the  customs  and  ceremonies  [to  be  observed]  in  their  atten- 
dance. In  a  short  time,  therefore,  thou  wilt  lose  what  thou  hast  acquired, 
and  thou  wilt  not  again  be  able  to  apply  any  remedy  for  this.'  Damnah 
rgoined,  *  When  a  man  is  wise  and  able,  the  undertaking  matters  of  impor- 
tance has  nothing  injurious  for  him,  and  any  one  who  has  confidence  in  his 
own  abilities,  will  acquit  himself  satia&ctorily  of  every  business  upon  which  ho 
enters.  And  another  thing  is  this,  if  fortune  manifests  herself,  she  will  shew  the 
way  to  all  that  is  required:  as  it  has  come  down  to  us  in  history  that  the 
sum  of  the  prosperity  of  a  tradesman  having  been  exalted,  he  obtained 
the  royal  dignity,  and  his  renown  and  fame  spread  throughout  the  world. 
One  of  the  ancient  kings  wrote  him  a  letter  to  this  effect,  '  Thy  craft  was 
carpentry,  and  thou  knowest  the  business  of  a  carpenter  well — ^from  whom 
hast  thou  learned  government  and  judgment  in  the  transaction  of  affairs?' 
He  wrote  for  answer,  '  He  who  bestowed  fortune  upon  me,  has  not  omitted  a 
single  particle  of  instruction  in  the  management  of  the  world.' 

YEBSB. 

When  1  from  wisdom's  opened  scroU  am  taught, 
I,  thus  instructed,  do  the  thing  I  ought. 
The  man  whose  taper  fortune  deigns  to  light, 
Gathers  all  fit  materials  to  do  right. 

Kalflah  said,  'Kings  do  not  distinguish  all  men  of  merit  by  their  fiivours, 
but  mark  by  their  especial  and  royal  notice  their  own  near  connections  who 
have  obtained  propinquity  in  their  service  by  inheritance  or  desert,  and  since 
then  hast  neither  hereditary  claims  upon  the  lion,  nor  self-acquired  pretentions, 
it  is  probable  that  thou  wilt  remain  excluded  from  his  notice,  and  it  may  be 
the  cause  of  something  that  wiU  accord  with  the  wishes  of  thy  foes.'  Dam- 
nah said,  *  Every  one  who  has  obtained  a  lofty  rank  in  the  service  of  the 
king  has  done  so  by  degrees,  and  that  station  has  not  shewed  itself  without  their 
toil  and  exertion  and  the  influence  of  the  King's  favorable  notice ;  and  I  too  seek 
the  same  thing,  and  go  about  for  the  same  end,  and  have  reconciled  to 
myself  the  endurance  of  many  fatigues,  and  the  tasting  of  many  unpalatable 
draughts,  and  I  know  that  whoever  attends  the  court  of  princes  must  choose 
five  things.  First,  he  must  quench  the  flame  of  anger  with  the  water  of 
mildness.  Secondly,  he  must  cautiously  avoid  the  suggestions  of  the  tempter, 
lust.  Thirdly,  he  must  not  allow  deceitM  greediness,  and  mischief-exciting 
oovetonsness,  to  get  the  better  of  the  guide,  reason.  Fourthly,  he  must  base 
his  actions  on  truth  and  moderation.  Fifthly,  the  accidents  and  contingencies 
that  may  occur,  these  he  must  encounter  with  gentleness  and  courteous 
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bearing :  and  whoever  is  endowed  with  these  qualities,  undoubtedly  his  wish 
will  be  accomplished  most  successfully.'     Kalflah  replied,  '  Supposing  that 
thou  gainest  access  to  the  King;    by  what  means  art  thou  to  obtain  his 
approbation  ?  and  by  what  art  will  thou  arrive  at  rank  and  promotion  ? ' 
Damnah  said,  '  If  close  intercourse  with  his  majesty  be  attained,  I  will  adopt 
five  qualities.     First,  I  will  perform  his  service  in  perfect  sincerity.     Secondly, 
I  will  shape  my  spirit  in  conformity  to  him.  -  Thirdly,  I  will  represent  all 
his  actions  and  words  to  advatitage.    Fourthly,  when  he  commences  an  afGEur, 
which  is  allied  to  good  policy,  and  in  which  I  discover  the  weal  of  the  realm, 
I  will  exhibit  it  to  his  eyes  and  feelings  in  the  most  attractive  light,  and 
bring  under  his  observation  its  utilities  and  advantages,  that  his  exultation  at 
the  goodness  of  his  judgment,  and  the  soundness  of  his  plans,  may  be  in- 
creased.    Fifthly,  if  he  should  embark  in  a  matter  which  might  have  a 
disastrous  issue,  and  an  unpleasant  termination,  so  that  injurious  consequences 
may  result  to  the  kingdom,  I  wiU  unfold  to  him,  in  eloquent  language,  and 
with  great  gentleness,  the  mischief  of  it,  and  make  him  aware  of  the  evils 
that  will  issue  from  it,  and  as  soon  as  the  king  perceives  my  merits,  he  will 
distinguish  me  by  his  approbation  and  favor,  and  will  be  ever  inclined  to 
my  society,  and  eager  for  my  advice,  since  no  talent  can  be  hid,  and  no  man 
of  talent  wiU  Ml  to  participate  in  the  marks  of  encouragement  of  support. 

TEBSB. 

Talent,  like  musk,  can  hidden  ne'er  remain; 

Its  scent  will  sadden  spread  the  world  around. 
Go,  study  then  accomplishments  to  gain- 
That  from  thy  excellence  the  wide  domain 

Of  earth  may  with  discourse  of  thee  resound. 

Kalflah  said,  '  Since  it  appears  that  thy  mind  is  bent  on  this,  and  that  thy 
resolution  with  regard  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  matter  is  firmly  fixed, 
be  well  on  thy  guard,  for  attendance  on  kings  is  a  thing  full  of  danger,  and 
an  a£BEdr  replete  with  difficulties:  and  the  wise  have  said  that  there  are 
three  things  on  which  none  would  venture  save  a  blockhead  who  has  never 
inhaled  the  fragrance  of  reason.  First,  the  service  of  a  king ;  secondly,  the 
tasting  [what  may  be]  poison  with  doubt*  [as  to  the  result];  thirdly,  the 
divulging  one's  secrets  to  women.  And  sages  have  compared  kings  to  a  lofty 
mountain;  since,  although  mines  of  precious  jewels  are  there,  still  there 
also  is  the  abode  of  tigers  and  snakes  and  other  noxious  animals,  and  both 
the  ascent  is  difficult,  and  the  abiding  there  arduous ;  and  they  have  also 
said  that  the  society  of  a  monarch  resembles  the  sea,  and  the  trader  who 
chooses  to  travel  by  sea,  either  acquires  much  gain,  or  is  overtaken  in  the 
whirlpool  of  destruction.' 

^  Keene  translates  tXhr  ba-ffumdn,  *  poison  upon  an  uncertainty.'  The  words  may  either 
mean  that  it  is  uncertain  whether  it  be  poison ;  or  it  being  certainly  poison,  it  is  uncertain 
whether  it  could  be  counteracted.    I  incline  to  the  latter  meaning. 
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COUPLET. 

Upon  the  sea,  'tis  true,  is  bonndlesB  gain; 
Wouldst  thou  be  safe,  upon  the  shore  remain.^ 

Damnah  said,  'All  that  thou  hast  said  has  been  well-intentioned,  and  I 
know  that  a  king  is  like  a  consuming  fire ;  the  danger  of  a  person  increases 
in  proportion  to  his  proximity  to  it. 

OOUPLBT. 

Withdraw  thyself  from  a  king's  company.  As  thou  wouldst  keep,  from  fire,  fuel  dry. 
However,  whoso  dreads  danger  will  not  airive  at  a  high  station. 

OOVPLXT. 

From  danger  greatness  springs — the  merchant  ne'er 
Gains  forty  for  his  ten^ — ^whom  risks  deter. 

And  there  are  three  things  which  no  one  witJiout  high  spirit  can  undertake — 
the  public  service  of  a  king;  a  voyage  by  sea;  and  the  encountering  foes ; 
and  I  do  not  find  myself  to  be  meannspirited,  why  then  should  I  dread  the 
king's  service?' 


Since  such  the  powerful  arm  of  my  .emprise; 
In  my  own  sleeve,  all  that  I  wish  for,  lies. 
Wouldst  thou  rank  high  amid  the  noblest  men? 
Striye  with  the  spirit  thou  possessest,  then, 
In  short,  all  that  thou  wouldest  lay  hands  upon. 
Hast  thou  a  lofty  spirit,  may  be  won. 

Kalflah  said,  'Although  I  am  opposed  to  this  project,  and  deprecate  this 
intention,  nevertheless,  since  thy  judgment  is  so  decided  in  this  matter,  and 
thy  mind  so  set  on  this  scheme — may  it  be  fortunate ! 

HSmBTICH. 

Behold  thy  path!  go  happily  in  peace! 
Damnah  departed  and  made  his  salutation  to  the  lion.  The  Lion  inquired, 
'  What  person  is  this  ? '  They  replied,  '  The  son  of  such  an  one,  who  for  a  long 
time  was  an  attendant  at  the  royal  court.'  The  Lion  exclaimed,  *  Aye !  I 
recollect  him.'  He  then  called  him  before  him  and  said,  *  Where  dost  thou 
Hve?'  Damnah  answered,  'After  the  custom  of  my  fiither,  I  have  now 
become  an  attendant  in  the  heaven-resembling  court,  and  have  made  it  the 
ahiine  of  my  wants,  and  the  K'abah '  of  my  wishes,  and  am  in  waiting  that  if 
an  afifidr  of  importance  should  occur,  and  the  august  order  should  be  issued, 


^  In  the  GnUst&n,  ch.  i.,  story  xvi.,  p.  63  of  my  translation,  these  lines  occur. 

*  Sad  yak  is  one  per  cent,  and  dah  ehihal  of  course  400  per  cent,  or  forty  for  ten. 

3  The  K'abah  is  the  square  temple  at  Makkah,  built,  as  the  Muhammadans  pretend,  by 

■aham  and  his  son  Ishmael,  on  the  site  of  a  still  more  ancient  temple,  erected  by  Seth,  and 


Abraham 
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I  may  satdafactorily  accomplish  it  by  my  sagacity,  and  may  engage  in  it  with 
clear  discernment.  And  as  in  the  management  of  varions  matters  of  weight, 
there  is  occasion  for  the  Pillars  of  the  state,  and  the  ministers  of  his  Majesty, 
so  it  is  probable  tJiat  at  the  courts  of  princes  an  event  may  occnr,  which  may 
be  brought  to  a  close  by  the  aid  of  those  of  inferior  degree. 

HEMIBTXCU. 

The  fly  too,  like  the  peacock,  here  may  aid. 

In  a  matter  which  may  be  effected  by  the  weak  needle,  the  proud  ^  Javelin 
may  prove  inefficacious,  and  an  affair  which  a  poor  penknife  may  accomplish, 
in  that,  the  highly -tempered  scymitar,  may  prove  at  a  loss.  And  no  servant, 
though  he  may  be  of  little  estimation  and  mean  position,  is  devoid  of  use  for 
removing  detriment  and  eliciting  good,  since  even  the  dry  stick  which  lies 
despised  in  the  road,  may  possibly,  some  day,  become  serviceable ;  and  though  it 
be  good  for  nothing  else,  yet  it  may  chance  that  they  may  make  a  tooth-pick 
of  it,  or  by  means  of  it,  may  cleanse  the  ear  of  wax.' 

OOUPLET. 

If  from  me  thou  a  nose-gay  canst  not  make, 
As  fuel  for  the  pot  thou  may'st  me  take. 

When  the  Lion  heard  the  speech  of  Damnah,  he  was  astonished  at  his 
eloquence  aud  fluency  of  speech,  and  turning  to  his  courtiers,  said,  '  Though 
a  wise  man  should  be  of  small  reputation,  yet  his  undcrstauding  and  wisdom 
will,  involuntarily,  make  his  talents  'known  to  the  nation,  like  the  flame  of 
fire,  which,  though  he  that  kindles  it  may  wish  should  bum  downwards,  will, 
to  a  certainty,  raise  its  head  aloft. 

COTTFLET. 

If  one  sincerely  lores,  the  sign  Of  true  loye  on  his  face  will  shine.' 

Damnah  was  pleased  at  these  words,  and  perceived  that  his  fiiscinations  had 
made  an  impression  on  the  Lion,  and  that  his  artifice  was  completely 
successful.  He  loosed  the  tongue  of  advice,  and  said,  *  It  is  incumbent  on 
aU  the  royal  attendants  and  household,  according  to  their  understanding  and 
knowledge,  to  ponder  well  every  matter  which  may  befidl  the  king,  and  to 
represent  whatever  may  occur  to  the  mind  of  each,  nor  ever  abandon  the 
path  of  good  advice,  in  order  that  the  sovereign  may  thoroughly  know  his 
followers  and  dependants,  and  having  become  acquainted  with  the  extent  of 
the  judgment  and  prudence  and  sincerity  and  discretion  of  each,  may  both 
derive  advantage  from,  their  respective  services,  and  may  also  reward  each  in 
proportion  to  his  deserts ;  for  so  long  as  the  grain  lies  hidden  by  the  curtain  of 
the  earth,  no  one  takes  trouble  in  cultivating  it,  and  when  it  draws  back  the 
veil  of  mould  from  its  face,  and  raises  its  head  in  its  gay  robe  of  green,  from 
the  collar  of  the  ground,  and  is  perceived  to  be  a  fruit-bearing  tree  and  a 


Sar-afrdz,  lit.,  *  head-exalting.' 
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usefiil  plant ;  then  assuredly  [men]  will  foster  it  and  profit  by  its  fruits :  and 
in  all  matters,  the  source  [of  advancement]  is  the  encouragement  of  kings. 
Whomsoever,  among  men  of  merit,  they  distinguish  by  their  favorable 
notice,  from  him  they  will  derive  benefit  in  proportion  to  the  encouragement 
tiiey  bestow. 

COUPLET. 

I'm  like  the  thorn,  like  earth  am  I — tulip  and  rose  shall  grow 
From  me,  if  thou,  my  cloud  and  sun,  will  only  fayor  shew.' 

The  lion  asked,  *  How  must  men  of  understanding  be  encouraged  ?  and  by 
what  means  can  one  reap  fruit  from  them?'  Damnah  replied,  'The  main 
point  in  this  matter  is  that  the  king  should  look  to  worth,  not  birth ;  and  if 
a  party  of  incapables  should  allege  the  services  of  their  ancestors  and 
progenitors,  that  he  should  pay  no  regard  to  them,  for  a  man  should  make 
good  his  pedigree  by  his  abilities,  not  by  his  father. 

VEBflE. 

Let  thy  own  worth  elate  thee — do  not  base 
Pretensions  on  thy  long-descended  race; 
Do  not,  0  shallow  one!   hy  dead  men  live, 
But,  hy  thine  own  renown,  the  dead  reyiye: 
The  empty  yannt  of  buried  sires  disown ; 
0  youth!  rejoice  not,  dog-like,  in  a  bone. 

Though  a  rat  be  a  partner  in  the  same  abode  with  men,  yet  by  reason  of  the 
annoyance  and  injury  which  results  from  it,  they  think  it  right  to  exert 
themselves  for  its  destruction ;  while  the  hawk,  which  is  wild  and  strange-— 
since  advantage  may  be  anticipated  from  it — ^they  allure  with  every  sort  of 
kindness,  and  bring  him  up  on.  the  wrist  of  favor,  indulgently  and  proudly.^ 
Wherefore  it  behoves  a  king  not  to  distinguish  between  friends  and  strangers, 
but  to  seek  out  men  of  ability  and  learning,  and  not  to  suffer  precedence  to 
be  given  to  men  who  are  remiss  in  business  and  wanting  in  talent,  over 
persons  of  eminence  and  m^t ;  since  to  bestow  the  office  of  wise  men  on 
fools,  is  like  fastening  ornaments  for  the  head  on  the  feet,  and  placing  that 
which  ought  to  deck  the  feet  on  the  head ;  and  wherever  men  of  talent  are 
depressed  and  ignorant,  and  fatuous  persons  get  possession  of  the  reins  of 
power,  tiie  utmost  confusion  will  find  its  way  into  the  affairs  of  that  country, 
and  the  disgrace  of  that  circumstance  will  attach  to  the  fortune  of  the  king 
and  his  subjects. 

C0I7FLET. 

Tell  the  Phceniz  its  bright  shadow  o'er  that  country  ne'er  to  throw 
Where  the  raven  has  the  ascendant,  and  the  parrot  sinks  below.* 


^  The  MSS.  I  have  consulted,  omit  the  sentence  after  mi'drandy  which  is  found  in  the 
printed  and  lithographed  editions.  Ecene  translates  ba-ihtizdz  *  to  exercise.'  It  may  bear 
that  sense,  or^  mean,  *  with  exultation.'  The  word  is  no  doubt  chosen  on  account  of  its 
ambiguity,  which  is  such  a  source  of  delight  to  the  Persian  author,  and  of  despair  to  the 
traasuitor. 
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When  Bamnah  had  finished  speaking,  the  lion  showed  him  the  utmost 
fJBtvor,  and  admitted  him  into  the  numher  of  his  particular  favorites,  and 
having  taken  a  liking  to  his  conversation,  hased  his  most  important  actions 
upon  his  counsel  and  advice.  Damnah,  too,  taking  the  path  of  good  sense, 
and  intelligence  and  understanding  and  sagacity,  hecame,  in  a  short  time, 
the  confidante  of  the  royal  cabinet,  and  the  man  relied  upon  and  referred  to 
for  advice  and  suggestions  of  improvement  in  the  affairs  of  state.  One  day, 
having  found  a  fortunate  occasion  and  a  convenient  time,  he  asked  for  a 
private  audience,  and  said,  *  A  long  time  has  now  passed  during  which  the 
king  has  remained  stationary  in  one  place,  and  has  relinquished  the 
gratification  of  exercise  and  the  pleasures  of  the  chace.  I  wish  to  know  the 
cause  of  this  and  to  speak  on  this  matter  to  the  best  of  my  ability.'  The 
Lion  wished  to  conceal  from  him  the  alarm  he  felt,  when,  meantime, 
Shanzabah  bellowed  aloud,  and  his  voice  agitated  the  Lion  so  much,  that  the 
reins  of  self-possession  passed  from  his  grasp.  He  was  compelled  to  disclose 
his  secret  to  Damnah,  and  said,  '  The  cause  of  my  fear  is  this  sound  that  thou 
hearest,  and  I  know  not  whose  voice  it  is,  but  I  sui^ect  that  his  strength 
and  build  is  in  proportion  to  his  voice.  If  his  form  be  such,^  it  is  no  good 
for  me  to  remain  in  this  place.'  Damnah  replied,  '  Has  the  king  any  other 
thing  upon  his  mind  besides  this  voice?' — 'No!'  said  the  Lion.  'Then,' 
rejoined  Damnah,  *  it  is  not  right,  for  such  a  trifle,  to  expatriate  yourself  and 
to  depart  from  your  own  familiar  residence.  What  dependence  is  there  [to 
be  placed]  in  a  voice  ?  and  what  weight  [ought  to  be  attached]  to  a  cry  that 
any  one  should  remove  for  that  ?  and  it  beseems  a  king  to  be  firmly  planted 
like  a  rock,  so  as  not  to  be  shaken  by  every  wind  nor  to  be  dislodged  by 
every  outcry. 

HEMISTICH. 

That  no  tempest  may  dislodge  thee,  plant  thy  foot  firm,  like  a  rock !  * 

And  the  ancients  have  said  that  regard  should  not  be  paid  to  every  loud  noise 
and  powcrfiil  body ;  for  not  every  external  form  frimishes  sure  information  of 
the  internal  meaning,  nor  is  every  outward  semblance  a  token  of  what  lies 
within.  A  reed,  though  it  be  thick,  is  broken  with  a  slender  stick,  and  a 
heron,  though  of  large  stature,  is  overcome  by  the  talons  of  a  hawk  of  com- 
paratively slim  build;  and  whoever  makes  account  of  largeness  of  bulk,  meets 
with  what  that  Fox  met  with.     The  Lion  asked;  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  YII. 

Damnah  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  Fox  was  prowling  over  a  moor,  and 
was  roaming  in  every  direction  in  hopes  of  scenting  food.     Presently  he  came 


^  Eeene  translates  agar  chunin  strati  bdshad  by  *■  if  such  should  be  the  fact,'  but  I  think 
this  would  be  rather  agar  ehunin  bdshad. 
-  Lit. :  *  Draw  thy  feet  under  thy  skirt.' 
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to  tiie  foot  of  a  tree,  at  the  side  of  which  they  had  saspended  a  drum,  and  when- 
eyer  a  gost  of  wind  came,  a  branch  of  the  tree  was  put  in  motion,  and  struck 
the  saiface  of  the  drum,  and  a  terrible  noise  arose  from  it.  The  Fox,  seeing  a 
domestic  fowl  under  the  tree  who  was  pecking  the  ground  with  her  beak,  and 
searching  for  food,  planted  himself  in  ambush,  and  wished  to  make  her  his 
prey,  when  all  of  a  sudden  the  sound  of  the  drum  reached  his  ear.  He 
looked  and  saw  a  very  fat  form,  and  a  prodigious  sound  from  it  reached  his 
hearing.  The  appetite  of  the  Fox  was  excited,  and  he  thought  to  himself 
*  Assuredly  its  flesh  and  skin  will  be  proportioned  to  its  voice.'  He  issued 
from  bis-lurking  place,  and  turned  towards  the  tree.  The  fowl,  being  put 
on  its  guard  by  that  circimistance,  fled,  and  the  fox,  by  a  hundred  exertions 
ascended  the  tree.  Much  did  he  labour  till  he  had  torn  the  drum,  and  then 
he  found  nought  save  a  skin  and  a  piece  of  wood.  The  Are  of  regret 
descended  into  his  heart,  and  the  water  of  contrition  began  to  run  from  his 
eyes,  and  he  said,  '  Alas !  that  by  reason  of  this  huge  bulk  which  is  all  wind, 
that  lawfrd  prey  has  escaped  from  my  hand,  and  from  this  empty  form  no 
advantage  has  resulted  to  me.' 

VSB8B. 

Loudly  ever  sonndB  the  tabor, 

But  in  vain — ^within  is  nought: 
Art  thou  wise,  for  substance  labor, 

Semblance  will  avail  thee  nought.^ 

And  I  have  adduced  this  example  in  order  that  the  King  may  not  relinquish 
the  pleasures  of  the  chase,  and  his  personal  exercise,  for  a  frightful  noise  and 
a  huge  form.  If  he  will  carefrilly  observe,  nothing  will  result  frt>m  that 
voice  and  figure,  and  if  the  King  will  issue  his  command,  I  will  approach 
hm^  and  will  acquaint  the  King  with  the  state  of  the  case,  and  the  real  truth 
of  the  matter.  The  lion  was  pleased  with  the  words  of  Damnah,  and  the 
latter,  in  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  lion,  set  off  in  the  direction  of 
that  sound.  As  soon  however  as  he  got  out  of  sight  of  the  lion,  the  latter 
began  to  reflect,  and  regretted  that  he  had  despatched  Damnah,  and  said  to 
himself,  '  I  have  committed  a  great  fault,  and  an  ill- weighed  action  has  pro- 
ceeded from  me :  and  the  ancients,  have  said,  that  it  behoves  a  KiTig  in  the 
disclosure  of  his  secrets,  to  have  no  reliance  on  ten  classes  of  persons,  and 
not  to  reveal  to  them  the  secret  nature  of  any  of  his  private  affairs  which  he 
is  extremely  anxious  to  conceal.  The  first  is,  whoever  has  experienced 
oppression  and  vexation  at  his  court,  and  for  a  long  time  endured  trouble  and 
distress  without  fault  or  crime  on  his  part.  The  second  is,  he  whose  property 
and  honor  have  gone  to  the  winds  in  attendance  on  the  King,  and  whose 
means  have  been  straitened.  The  third  is,  he  who  has  been  degraded  from 
his  office,    and  has    no  hope  of  recovering  it   again.      The  fourth   is   a 


*  Lit. :  *  Be  not  elated  by  the  form,  for  in  that  is  nothing.' 
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wicked,  mischievous  person,  who  is  on  the  look  out  for  mischief,  and  is  dis- 
inclined to  peace  and  repose.  The  fifth  is  the  criminal,  whose  comrades  have 
tasted  the  sweets  of  pardon,  while  he  has  experienced  the  hittemess  of 
punishment.  The  sixth  is  the  offender,  whose  fellows  have  been  reproved, 
while  a  greater  and  extreme  degree  of  severity  has  been  shewn  towards  him. 
The  seventh,  is  he  who,  while  doing  acceptable  services,  remains  disappointed ; 
while  others,  without  the  antecedents  of  service,  receive  greater  encouragement 
than  he.  The  eighth,  is  he  whose  station  an  enemy  has  sought,  and  has  got 
the  lead  of  him,  and  has  reached  that  rank,  and  the  prince  has  taken  part 
with  him.  The  ninth,  he  who  conceives  his  own  advantage  to  be  associated 
with  the  injury  of  the  king.  The  tenth  is  he  who  has  met  with  no  favor 
at  the  King's  court,  and  who  can  make  himself  acceptable  to  the  king's 
enemy.  Kings  ought  not  to  entrust  their  secrets  to  these  ten  classes,  and  the 
first  principle  is  this,  that  until  they  have  repeatedly  made  trial  of  the 
religious  principles,  and  good  faith,  and  kindness,  and  worth  of  a  man,  they 
should  not  put  him  in  possession  of  their  secrets. 

COUPLBT. 

Not  to  each  one  thy  secrets  tell — ^for  earth's  wid^  space  upon, 
Much  we  haye  wandered,  yet  hare  fonnd  in  whom  to  trust  not  one. 

Therefore  in  accordance  with  these  promises,  before  making  trial  of  Daihnah, 
it  was  improper  to  be  precipitate,  and  to  send  him  to  an  enemy  was  far  from 
a  prudent  and  far-sighted  line  of  conduct,  and  this  Damnah  appears  to  be  a 
shrewd  person,  and  he  remained  for  a  long  time  at  my  court  distressed  and 
disappointed.  If,  which  God  forbid!^  the  thorn  of  vexation  is  rankling 
in  his  heart,  he  may,  on  this  occasion,  contrive  perfidy,  and  stir  up  mischief; 
or  it  may  be  that  he  may  find  the  enemy  superior  to  me  in  strength  and 
majesty ;  and,  becoming  eager  to  enter  his  service  may  acquaint  him  with 
what  he  knows  of  my  secrets ;  and  undoubtedly  the  remedy  of  that  would 
exceed  the  measure  of  my  counsels.  Why  did  I  not  apply  the  purport  of  the 
saying,  '  Caution  is  mspicion,^  to  my  conduct  ?  and  why  have  the  directions  of 
the  wise  couplet 

COUPLBT. 

^  Intend  not  HI,  but  eyil  still  suspect,  And  from  deceit  and  hann  thyself  protect ' 

been  transgressed  by  me?  If  calamity  arise  from  this  embassy,  I  am 
deserving  of  a  hundred  times  as  much.'  In  this  anxious  meditation,  the 
Lion,  through  excessive  agitation,  continued  getting  up  and  anon  reseating 
himself,  and  kept  the  eyes  of  expectation  fixed  on  the  road,  when  all  at  once, 
Damnah  appeared.  The  Lion  was  somewhat  tranquillized,  and  remained 
quiet  in  the  same  spot,  while  Damnah,  after  performing  the  customary 
obeisance,  said, 


*  Lit. :  *  By  flying  for  refuge  to  God.' 
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VEBSB. 

'Long  as  the  spheres  revolving  circle,  may  our  king  continue  still ! 
And  may  the  sun  of  his  high  fortune  gild  the  subjects  of  his  will ! 

O  world-possessing  prince !  he  whose  voice  reached  the  august  ear  is  an  Ox, 
engaged  in  grazing  in  the  environs  of  this  forest,  and,  save  feeding  and 
sleeping,  other  business  he  has  none,  and  his  ambition  does  not  travel 
beyond  his  throat  and  his  belly.'  The  Lion  asked,  '  What  is  the  extent  of 
his  might  ? '  Damnah  replied,  '  I  observed  no  pomp  or  grandeur  about  him, 
that  I  could  thence  infer  his  power ;  and  I  did  not  discover,  in  my  own  mind, 
any  awe  in  him,  whence  I  should  suppose  any  extraordinary  respect  due  to 
him.'  The  Lion  said,  '  Weakness  is  not  therefore  to  be  imputed  to  him,  nor 
is  one  to  be  thereby  deceived,  for  the  strong  wind,  though  it  does  not 
overthrow  the  weak  herbage,  nevertheless,  tears  up  the  strong  trees  by  the 
root ;  and  so  long  as  the  great  and  mighty  do  not  encounter  a  foeman  worthy 
of  them^  no  display  of  their  might  and  prowess  is  manifested. 

COUFLBT. 

When  in  pursmt  of  puny  finches  will  the  noble  goshawk  go  ? 
'Gainst  the  gnat  the  royal  falcons  ne'er  their  claws  of  terror  show.' 

Damnah  said,  '  The  king  ought  not  to  think  so  gravely  of  him,  nor  make 
80  much  account  of  the  proceedings,  for  I  have  acuteness  enough  to  discern 
the  extent  of  his  power,*  and  I  have  informed  myself  of  the  exact  state  of 
his  circumstances ;  and  if  the  lofty  judgment  [of  your  majesty]  require  it, 
and  the  august  command  honors  me  by  being  issued,  I  will  bring  him,  so 
that,  having,  placed  the  hand  of  willingness  on  the  line  of  obedience,  he  may 
cast  the  saddle-cloth  of  servitude  on  the  shoulder  of  attachment.'  The  Lion 
was  pleased  with  these  wprds,  and  signed  to  briag  him.  Damnah  went  to 
Shanzabah,  and,  with  a  stout  heart,  without  hesitation  or  backwardness, 
entered  into  discourse  with  him. 

HEMISTICH . 

And  first  he  addressed  him  with,  *  Whence  art  thou  ? 

And  how  didst  thou  come  here }  and  what  may  be  the  cause  of  thy  coming 
to  this  place  ?  and  of  thy  commencing  to  abide  here  ? '  Shanzabah  began  to 
recount  with  truth  the  state  of  the  matter,  and  Damnah,  having  learned 
his  story,  said,  *  A  Lion  who  is  the  king  of  the  wild  beasts  and  the  ruler  of 
these  regions,  gave  me  orders  and  sent  me  to  bring  thee  to  him,  and 
instructed  mc  that,  shouldest  thou  use  despatch,  he  will  forgive  the  crime 
which  has  taken  place  in  his  service  up  to  this  point,  but  if  thou  shouldest 
delay,  I  am  to  return  with  haste  and  report  the  circumstances.'  Shanzabah 
when  he  heard  the  name  of  the  Lion  and  wild  beasts,  feared,  and  said,  *  If 


*  Kecne  translates  this,  *  For  I,  with  groat  penetration,  have  found  out  his  business.'  I 
incline  to  make  nihdyat  a  substantive,  thiw  mhdijat-\  Jcdr,  *  the  extent  of  his  busini'ss.'  The 
MSS.  omit  the  da-JIrdsat  nikdyaty  and  rightly  as  it  appears  ta  me. 
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thou  wilt  make  me  stout-hearted  and  secure  me  fi:om  his  chastisement,  I  will 
come  with  thee,  and  by  means  of  thy  companionship  obtain  the  honor  of  his 
service/  Damnah  swore  an  oath  to  him,  and  gave  him  a  promise  and 
compact  so  as  to  tranquillize  his  mind,  and  bothi  set  off  together  to  the 
Lion.  Damnah  went  before  and  acquainted  the  Lion  with  his  coming ;  and 
a  short  time  after,  the  Ox  arrived  and  performed  the  homage  due.  The  Lion 
made  warm  inquiries  [after  his  welfare],  and  said,  *  When  didst  thou  arrive 
in  this  neighbourhood  ?  and  what  may  be  the  cause  of  thy  coming?'  The 
Ox  made  a  full  recital  of  his  story.  The  Lion  then  said,  *  Abide  here  still 
*that  thou  mayest  reap  a  full  portion  of  kindness  and  honor  and  compassion 
and  bounty  from  us ;  for  we  have  opened  the  gates  of  fiEiyor  on  the  faces  of 
the  votaries^  of  our  districts,  and  have  spread  the  overflowing  table  of 
encouragement  for  the  attendants  of  our  court. 

VEB8B. 

Wide  through  thlB  reahn  thy  wandering  steps  may  stray, 

Yet  none  thoa  wilt  complaining  see. 
In  all  that  we  attempt,  we  first  display 

Care  for  oar  folks'  prosperity. 

The  Ox,  having  paid. the  dues  of  blessing  and  praise,  bound  the  girdle  of 
obedience  on  his  loins  with  willingness  and  zeal :  and  the  Lion,  too,  having 
brought  him  nearer  to  his  person,  and  shewed  excessive  and  lavish  honors 
and  respect  to  him,'  and,  under  cover  thereof,  employed  himself  in  examining 
his  character  and  investigating  his  conduct,  and  learned  the  measure  of  his 
judgment  and  understanding  and  the  extent  of  his  discernment  and 
experience.  He  found  him  to  be  a  person  distinguished  by  perfect  sagacity 
and  endowed  with  intellect  and  penetration :  the  more  he  tested  his  qualities, 
the  more  his  reliance  on  the  abundance  of  his  wisdom  increased. 

TSB8B. 

Kindly  he  found  him,  and  of  judgment  clear, 

Weighing  his  words — one  who  could  estimate 
The  worth  of  men — whom  travel  far  and  near 

In  wisdom  had  instructed — made  sedate 
By  much  experience — who,  with  practised  ease, 
In  social  converse  knew  the  art  to  please.' 

The  Lion,  after  reflection  and  deliberation  and  anxious  thought  and 
prayer  for  guidance,  made  the  Ox  the  confidante  of  his  secrets ;  and  every 
hour  his  place  in  the  royal  favor  and  his  good  fortune  rose  higher ;  and  his 


^  Mujdwirdn  has  two  senses,  *  neighbours/  and  *  the  attendants  at  a  shrine.'    Either  sense 
will  suit  this  passage.    I  have  chosen  the  latter. 

2  Eeene  translates  mubdlaghah  wa  itndb  *•  great  force  and  length  of  speech.'     There  is 
not  however  here,  I  imagine,  any  reference  to  words  but  to  deeds. 

3  I  have  translated  these  lines  somewhat  freely  and  diffusely. 
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« 

clevatioii  in  the  exercise  of  authority  and  in  command  became  more  exalted, 
until  he  outstripped  all  the  pillars  of  the  state  and  the  ministers  of  the  king. 
When  Damnah  perceived  that  the  Lion  carried  his  respect  for  the  Ox  to  the 
last  veige  of  excess,  and  that,  having  pushed  his  profuseness  in  rewarding 
and  honoring  him  beyond  the  limits  of  moderation,  he  neither  carried  into 
eifect  his  (Damnah' s)  advice,  nor  applied  to  him  for  counsel  in  any  matter — 
the  hand  of  envy  drew  the  collyrium  of  aversion  over  the  eyes  of  his  heart, 
aud  the  fire  of  anger  cast  the  torch  of  jealousy  into  the  cell  of  his  brain. 

COUPLBT. 

Wherever  enyy  doth  its  torch  illume, 

The  envious  there  themselves  'twill  first  consume. 

Sleep  and  rest  departed  from  him,  and  peace  and  repose  removed  their  gear 
from  the  area  of  his  breast.  He  went  with  his  complaint  to  Kalilah,  and 
said,  '  0  brother !  behold  the  weakness  of  my  judgment  and  the  slackness  of 
my  prudence,  that  I  have  expended  all  my  energies  in  freeing  the  Lion  frt>m 
anxiety,^  and  have  introduced  the  Ox  into  his  service,  so  that  having 
obtained  close  access  [to  the  king]  and  high  place  with  him,  he  has  got 
precedence  over  all  the  courtiers,  while  I  have  fallen  from  my  station  and 
position.'     Kalilah  replied, 

HEXISTICH. 

*  Thou  didst  it  thine  ownself,  my  life !  for  self-done  acts,  what  cure  is  there  ? 

This  axe  thou  hast  thyself  struck  on  thine  own  foot,  and  this  dust  of  mischief 
thou  hast  thyself  stirred  up  in  thijia  own  path,  and  the  same  thing  has 
befallen  thee  which  befell  the  Devotee.     Damnah  inquired,  *  How  w^as  that? ' 

STORY  YIII. 

Kalilah  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  king  bestowed  splendid  apparel 
and  a  costly  robe  on  a  Devotee.  A  thief  having  got  intelligence  of  the  circum- 
stanc,  coveted  it,  and  going  to  the  Devotee  pretended  a  wish  to  become  his 
disciple,  and  voluntarily  entered  his  service,  and  displayed  diligence  in 
learning  the  manners  of  that  religious  persuasion,  until  in  this  way  he  was 
admitted  into  the  confidence  [of  the  Devotee],  and  one  night,  having  found 
an  opportunity,  he  carried  away  the  dress  and  made  off.  The  next  day  the 
recluse  did  not  see  the  dress,  and  finding  that  that  new  disciple  was  missing, 
he  knew  that  he  had  purloined  it.  He  started  in  pursuit  of  him,  in  the 
direction  of  the  city,  and  on  the  road  observed  two  he-goats'  who  were 
fighting  with  one  another  and  wounding  each  other's  heads;  and  during 
the  time  that  these  two  fierce'  adversaries,  like  savage  lions,  were  engaged 


^  Eeene  translates  this  sentence.  *  I  had  built  all  my  nrojects  on  the  carelessness  of  the 
Lion,'  where  he  seems  to  me  to  have  missed  the  sense,  and  to  have  assigned  a  wrong  mean- 
ing to /ard^A«^,  which  I  believe  never  means  *  carelessness,'  but  'freedom  from  care,'  i.e., 
*  leisure.* 

*  Kecne  translates  nakhchir  *  wild  beasts,'  into  which  rendering  he  was  led,  I  doubt  not, 
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in  battle  -with,  one  another  and  the  blood  was  dripping  firom  their  limbs  and 
members,  a  fox  had  come  up  and  was  deyonring  their  blood.  All  at  onoe 
in  the  midst  of  their  enconnter,  the  fox  happened  to  get  between  them,  and 
on  each  side  their  heads  came  with  violence  against  his  libs,  and  he  was 
overtaken  with  the  noose  of  death.  The  recluse,  having  gained  from  these 
circumstances  another  piece  of  experience,  passed  on,  and  at  night,  when  he 
reached  the  city,  the  gate  was  closed.  He  walked  about  in  all  directions 
and  was  seeking  for  a  place  to  halt  in.  It  happened  that  a  woman  was 
looking  from  the  terrace  of  her  house  into  the  street,  and  understood  by 
the  perplexity  of  the  devotee,  that  he  was  a  stranger.  She  invited  him  to 
her  house,  and  the  holy  man,  accepting  her  invitation,  imtied  his  sandals  in 
her  lodgings,  and  occupied  himslf  in  a  comer  of  the  hut  with  his  devotions. 
Now  that  woman  was  notorious  for  vice  and  profligacy,  and  kept  several 
damsels  ready  for  purposes  of  debauchery,  and  one  of  them — ^the  winning 
gl^ce  of  whose  beauty  might  have  taught  blandishment  to  the  brides  of 
Paradise,  and  at  the  glow  of  whose  cheeks,  the  sun,  which  warms  the  world, 
was  consumed  with  the  fire  of  jealousy ;  whose  languishing  eye,  with  the 
arrow  of  its  glance,  pierced  the  target  of  the  bosom,  and  whose  life-giving 
lips,  with  the  sugar  of  her  mouth,  bestowed  sweetness  on  the  soul  like  a 
package  of  sugar, 

DX8TICH8. 

She,  moon-like,  moves,  or  like  the  cypress  taU. 
Two  twisting  curls  in  mn^y  mazes  faU 
Down  her  white  neck;  her  chin  so  sQvcry  fair 
Supports  a  chain  of  dimples  'fastened  there. ^ 

— ^had  become  attached  to  ayouth — of  beautiful  countenance  and  musky  ringlets, 
witty,  and  of  graceful  stature  like  the  cypress,  whose  &uce  resembled  the  moon, 
sweet-voiced  and  slender- waisted  so  that  the  proud  beauties  of  Cathay* — ^from 
the  curl  of  his  locks — ^were,  like  the  hyacinth,  writhing  with  envy,'  and  the 


by  the  epithet  tU-ehang  'sharp-clawed^'  which  follows  nakhchlr  in  the  printed  and  Uthographed 
editions,  and  also  in  some  MoS.  It  is  quite  clear,  however,  from  the  tenor  of  the  story,  that 
the  nakhehir  were  butting  animals.  Moreover,  in  the  Pancha-Tantra,  (where  the  same  story 
k  p.  35, 1.  1.  Eosegarten's  edition)  the  word  Au^A  'ram  *  is  used.  In  the  corresponding 
fin  the  Mitra-l&bha)  of  the  Hitopiadesha,  this  story  is  omitted,  I  find,  however,  in  one 
.  jne  following  reading,  kih  dn  du  khatm^i  tiz  chang  ckun  thirdn-i  darindah^i  tiz  ehanfff 
where  it  must  be  evident  to  every  one  that  tlie  first  tiz  ehang  should  be  tit  Jang,  the  three  dots 
having,  from  the  carelessness  of  the  transcriber,  been  omitted  beneath  the  eh  in  chim,  and 
improperly  iitroduced  under  the  j  of  the  preceding  word,  thus  making  chang  of  the  word 
Jang.  I  have  no  hesitation  therefore  in  recommending  the  above  reading  with  the  said  trifling 
correction,  and  translating  it  as  I  have  done. 

^  I  have  been  obliged  to  render  freely  this  most  unmanageable  line.  Is  it  not  enough 
that  the  Persians  should  have  the  bad  taste  to  admire  a  fut  double  chin  in  the  fair  sex,  without 
comparing  it  to  a  bull  with  a  pendulous  necklace  of  waving  flesh,  and  consummating  their  bad 
taste  by  giving  this  latter  the  hideous  cacophonic  name  of  phabghab  !  I  desire  to  be  literal, 
but  I  cannot  perpetuate  such  offences  against  the  Nine  as  this. 

3  &a^d,  <  Northern  China.'    The  *  Cathay  *  of  Milton,  See  note  i.  page  66. 

3  Ecene  translates  (by  a  typographical  error  no  doubt)  dar  pich  o  tdb  '  full  of  writing  and 
disorder.'    Literally  it  is,  *■  in  twists  and  turns.' 
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honey-lipped  fair  ones  of  Samarkand,^  from  the  desire  of  his  mischid-cxciting 
sweetness,  were  panged  like  the  hearts  of  lovers : 

COUPLET. 

His  face!  Ah!  what  a  face!  a  stm-like  face  was  it. 

His  locks!  What  locks!  each  cuifl  with  troublous  transports  knit. 

— and  ever  together,  like  sun  and  moon,  they  lived  conjoined  in  one  mansion, 
and  like  Venus  and  Mercury  were  united  in  one  sign  of  the  zodiac,  and  this 
youth  from  the  jealousy  of  love  would  positively  never  allow  that  his  other 
rivals  should  taste  a  draught  from  the  cup  of  union  with  that  damsel,  or  that 
those  athirst  in  the  desert  of  pursuit,  should,  after  a  thousand  toils,  arrive  at 
that  limpid  fountain. 

COUPLBT. 

My  jealousy  of  thee  is  snch  that,  could  it  granted  be, 

I'd  choose  that  none  beside  should,  e'en  in  fancy,  think  of  thee. 

The  profligate  woman  heing  embarrassed  by  the  behaviour  of  the  damsel,  and 
impatient  at  the  loss  of  income,  could  not  put  up  with  a  girl  who  had  cast 
aside  the  veil  of  decorum,  and  had  given  up  her  whole  soul  to  the  affection 
for  her  lover.'  She  was  driven  to  aim  at  the  destruction  of  that  youth.  On 
the  night  that  the  recluse  came  to  her  house  she  had  prepared  a  plan  and 
not  neglected  an  opportunity  for  the  deed,  and,  haviog  measured  out  copious' 
draughts  of  wine  to  the  lover  and  beloved  one,  as  soon  as  the  people  of  the 
house  had  gone  to  rest,  she  pounded  a  little  deadly  poison,  and  having  placed 
it  in  a  pipe  and  brought  it  before  the  fair  youth,  took  one  end  of  the  tube  in 
her  mouth,  and  placed  the  other  end  in  his  nostrils,  and  was  about  to  give  a 
puff  and  convey  the  influence  of  the  poison  to  the  brain  of  the  youth,  when 
suddenly  he  sneezed,  and  from  the  force  of  the  vapour  which  issued  from  his 
brain  all  the  poison  entered  the  throat  and  neck  of  that  woman,  and  she  fell 
lifeless  on  the  spot. 

HBMISTICH. 

Thyself  in  compassing  thy  thought  shalt  fall. 

When  the  recluse  beheld  that  circumstance,  and  had  with  a  hundred 
anxieties  passed  through  that  night — ^which  in  length  equalled  the  day  of 
resurrection — ^until  the  time  when  the  devotee  of  the  dawn,  having  obtained 
release  from  the  cell  of  the  darkness  of  night,  spread  the  prayer-carpet  of 


*  The  capital  of  Sogdiana,  in  89  deg.  30  min.  East  long.,  40  deg.  North  lat.,  said  to  hare 
founded  by  Kishasp,  fifth  kiuf  of  the  Kaianidcs,  the  seconadynasty  of  Persia.  It  was  pillaged 
by  Changiz  Kh&n,  out  re-estabUshed  by  Tim(ir  Lang,  who  made  it  the  capital  of  his  dominions. 
Afterwards  the  Usboks  got  possession  of  it,  and  stul  retain  it.  The  women  are  said  to  be 
Terr  beautiful. 

*  Keene  translates,  *  and  thus  exposed  the  very  life  of  the  affection  of  lovers.'  With 
regard  to  the  expression  *  cast  aside  the  veil  of  decorum/  it  only  means  that  the  girl  had 
abandoned  herself  to  the  passion  for  her  loyer.  Certainly,  hayd  seems  a  term  ill  applied  to 
such  a  person. 

'  Lit. :  *  heavy.* 
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worship  before  the  altar  of  the  horizon,  and  the  purport  of  this  text  of 
sublime  meaning  '  And  shall  lead  them  out  of  darkness  into  light*  ^  was  manifest 
unto  men ; 

OOUPLBT. 

The  mirror-yaulted  heaTcns  brightness  gaio, 

And  China's  glass  was  cleansed  from  rust  and  stam.^ 

The  recluse  having  extricated  himself  from  the  dark  abode  of  debauchery 
and  crime  of  that  band,  went  in  search  of  another  lodging.  A  shoemaker, 
who  reckoned  himself  among  his  disciples,  took  the  holy  man  to  his  house, 
by  way  of  obtaining  a  blessing  [for  that  good  act]  and  enjoined  his  family  to 
wait  upon  him,  and  he  himself  went  to  an  entertainment  given  by  some  of 
his  friends.  Now  his  lady  had  a  friend  of  an  agreeable  temper,  of  handsome 
£ace,  and  curling  locks, 

COUPLET. 

Facetious  and  gallant,  whose  merry  eyes  in  mischief  roll, 
Handsome — so  that  such  as  he  bring  mischief  to  the  soul. 

The  messenger  between  them  was  the  wife  of  a  barber,  who,  by  her 
witchery,  could  blend  together  fire  and  water,  and  by  her  oily  tongue  could 
make  the  hard  stone  melt  like  wax. 


A  mischief-maker,  who  some  fraudM  verse  reciting, 

Could  the  mosquito  with  the  Simurgh  wed ; 
With  crystal  rosary,  men's  trust  in  her  inviting, 

The  string  was  made  of  unbelieTcrs'  thread.^ 
Her  lip  in  prayer — ^her  prayer  all  spells  and  guile ; 
In  simple  guise  without — within  all  wile. 

The  shoemaker's  wife,  when  she  found  the  house  empty,  sent  some  one  to  the 
go-between  saying,  '  Inform  my  beloved  that  to-night  there  is  honey  without 
the  buzzing  of  the  bee,  and  intercourse  without  the  hue-and-cry  of  the 
superintendent  of  police  and  the  patrol.' 

HEMISTICH. 

Arise !  and  come  hither,  as  I  know  and  thou. 
Her  lover  having  come  to  the  house  by  night,  was  expecting  *  the  opening  of 
the  dooTf*  when,  all  of  a  sudden,  the  shoemaker,  like  a  sudden  calamity, 
arrived  and  saw  this  man  at  the  door  of  his  house.     Now  the  fact  was,  that 
before  this  he  had  had  a  little  suspicion,  and  some  doubt  had  arisen : — ^when 


1  Eur' fan,  ch.  v.  18 ;  Sale,  p.  78, 1.  18 :  *  Now  is  light,  and  a  perspicuous  book  of  revela- 
tions come  unto  vou  from  God.  Thereby  will  God  direct  him  who  shall  follow  His  good 
pleasure,  into  tne  paths  of  peace ;  and  shall  lead  them  out  of  darkness  into  light  by  His 
will,  and  shall  direct  them  in  the  right  way.' 

3  I  am  unable  to  understand  this  line,  and  would  greatly  prefer  the  reading  of  one 
of  the  MSS.,  raft  birim  za  dinah  sang  rang ;  zang  rang  meaning  *  the  hue  of  night,'  as  sang 
frequently  means  *  darkness.' 

^  Zunndr,  acord  worn  round  the  middle  by  eastern  Christians  and  Jews,  also  the  Brahmanical 
thread,  which  is  the  badge  of  the  thiee  twice-born  classes  in  India.  Howerer  much  1  may  have 
failed  to  catch  the  spirit  of  these  verses,  they  are  worthy  of  admiration  in  the  original.  The 
description  is  Spenserian. 
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he  found  him  in  his  house  the  side  of  conviction  prevailed.  He  entered  the 
hooise,  and,  in  most  violent  wrath,  hegan  to  beat  his  wife,  and  after  he  had 
chastised  her  thoroughly,  he  bound  her  fast  to  a  post,  and  then  placed  his 
own  head  on  the  couch  of  repose.  The  recluse  was  thinking  thus,  '  To  beat 
this  woman  without  any  apparent  reason  and  clear  offence,  was  far  from  the 
course  of  kind  and  manly  feeling.  I  ought  to  have  interceded  for  her,  and 
not  to  have  acquiesced  in  this  folly ; '  when  suddenly  the  barber's  wife  came 
in  and  said,  '  0  sister !  why  dost  thou  keep  this  young  man  so  long  waiting  ? 
quickly  come  forth  and  look  upon  the  opportunity  for  love  as  a  blessing.' 

OOUPLST. 

Does  the  loved  one,  then,  think  of  asking  for  the  lover  sick  of  pain  ? 
Say,  in  peace  come  I  for  the  breathings  of  existence  yet  remain. 

The  shoemaker's  wife,  with  a  melancholy  voice,  called  to  her  and  said, 

VEBSB. 

How  canst  thon,  0  tranquil-hearted !  the  sad  heart's  affliction  know  ? 
The  pangs  of  loyers,  grief-deronring,  all  their  sufferings  and  woe? 
Spread  thy  pinions,  dove !  and  soaring,  o'er  the  lofty  cypress  go : 
How  canst  thou  the  heart's  affliction  of  the  prisoned  warblers  know  ? 

0  kind  Mend!  listen^  to  my  piteous  complaint,  and  leam  my  wretched 
condition.  This  cruel  and  merciless  husband  had  seen,  perhaps,  my  lover  at 
the  door,  for  he  entered  this  house  like  a  madman,  and  after  he  had  beaten 
me  much,  tied  me,  with  the  utmost  violence,  to  this  pillar.  If  thou  hast  any 
compassionate  feeHng  towards  me,  and  art  disposed'  to  pity  my  lover, 
release  me  with  all  despatch,  and  give  me  leave  ^  to  bind  thee  to  this  pUlar 
in  place  of  myself,  and  I,  having  quickly  made  my  apology  to  my  ,fiiend, 
will  return  and  release  thee,  and  by  this  act  thou  wilt  both  place  me  under 
an  obligation  to  thee,  and  wilt  also  oblige  my  friend.'  The  barber's  wife, 
from  exceeding  kindness,  having  consented  to  the  other's  release  and  the 
binding  of  herself,  sent  her  out.  The  recluse,  by  hearing  this  dialogue,  was 
put  in  possession  of  the  clue  to  the  quarrel  of  the  husband  and  wife ;  and 
meanwhile  the  shoemaker  awoke  and  called  to  his  wife.  The  barber's  wife,  in 
terror  lest  he  should^  recognise  her  voice  and  so  become  aware  of  what  was 
going  on,  had  not  courage  to  answer.  However  much  the  shoemaker 
shouted,  not  a  breath  issued  frt)m  the  barber's  wife.  The  fire  of  his  wrath 
blazed  up,  and  he  seized  a  cobbler's  knife,  and  came  before  the  pillar,  and 
cuttiDg  off  the  nose  of  the  barber's  wife,  placed  it  in  her  hand,  saying, 


1  I  doubt  the  reading  mi  ahanau.  and  mi  kun  which  is  that  of  the  lithoeraphed  and 
printed  editions,  and  I  am  glad  that  the  MSS.,  by  omitting  mi  confirm  my  ^hef  that  this 
particle  is  not  used  with  the  imperatiye. 

^  Lit.,  '  Art  in  the  place  of  pity,'  a  somewhat  unusual  expression,  but  which  in  fact 
nearly  corresponds  to  the  phrase  1  have  adopted  to  translate  it. 

'  Obsenre  a  rather  rare  use  of  the  word  dast&ri,  which  more  generally  means  '  perquisite.' 

*  In  the  original  *  that  he  should  not  recognise,'  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Latin  vfreor  ne. 
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'  liO !  a  present  that  thou  mayest  send  to  thy  lover.'  The  barber's  wife,  from 
fear,  uttered  not  a  sigh,  but  mentally  ejaculated, 

HEMISTICH. 

'  One  takes  the  pleasure  and  another  bears  the  pain.' 

When  the  shoemaker's  wife  returned  and  beheld  her  adopted  sister  with  her 
nose  cut  off,  she  was  excessively  grieved,  and,  repeatedly  begging  her  pardon, 
released  her  and  fastened  herself  to  the  pillar,  and  the  barber's  wife  set  off 
homeward,  nose  in  hand. 

HEMISTICH. 

Anon  she  hinghed,  bewildered — and  anon  she  wailed. 

The  recluse  beheld  and  heard  all  these  proceedings,  and  surprise  was  added 
to  surprise  at  these  strange  incidents  which  manifested  themselves  from  the 
curtain  of  the  unknown  future.  However  the  shoemaker's  wife  kept  quiet 
for  a  little,  and  then  spreading  the  hand  of  cimning  and  deceit  in  prayer,  she 
said,  *  0  Lord  and  King !  Thou  knowest  that  my  husband  has  inflicted  cruel 
injustice  upon  me,  and  has  bound  on  my  neck,  by  false  and  slanderous  accusa- 
tion, a  crime  which  I  have  not  committed.  Of  thine  own  goodness  shew 
mercy  to  me  and  give  back  to  me  my  nose— the  ornament  of  the  page  of 
beauty ! '  The  husband  was  awake  while  the  wife  was  thus  praying,  and 
heard  that  hypocritical  complaint  and  peifldious  prayer  of  hers.  He  shouted 
out,  ^  0  wicked  and  corrupt  woman !  what  prayer  is  this  that  thou  dost 
make  ?  and  what  supplication  is  this  that  thou  employest  ?  The  prayer  of 
the  unchaste  is  not  regarded  in  this  court,  and  the  requirement  of  the  vicious 
obtains  not  the  quality  of  currency  on  this  road. 

COUPLET. 

Hopest  thou  the  unseen  world  will  succour  thee  ? 
Then  pure  thy  tongue  and  pure  thy  heart  must  be.' 

All  at  once  the  wife  cried  out,  *0  tyrant!  tormentor!  get  up  that  thou  mayest 
behold  the  power  and  infinite  goodness  of  God,  that,  as  my  garment  was  pure 
from  the  stain  of  this  false  charge,  God  Most  High  has  restored  to  me  my 
nose  that  was  mutilated,  and  has  saved  me  from  reproach  and  disgrace 
amongst  men.'  The  simple-minded  man  arose,  and  having  lighted  a  lamp, 
came  up  to  her,  and  beheld  his  wife  safe,  and  her  nose  in  its  right  place,  and 
he  nowhere  perceived  any  trace  of  the  wound  or  injury.  Instantly  he  con- 
fessed his  fault,  and  betook  himself  to  entreaties  for  forgiveness,  and  with 
the  utmost  tenderness  asking  pardon  for  his  offence,^  he  removed  the  bonds 
frt>m  her  hands  and  feet,  and  made  a  vow  not  to  proceed  to  similar  lengths 
before  the  display  of  positive  proof,  and  the  manifestation  of  a  good  cause, 
nor  at  the  suggestion  of  every  mischievous  tale-bearer  to  torment  his  chaste 


^  One  MS.  inserts  before  hihUi  the  word  *aibask.  The  word  bUiili  is  a  strange  one, 
if  of  Persian  origin,  as  the  Dictionaries  would  shew,  with  the  hd-i  htUtL  Can  it  be  an  Arabic 
word  compounded  of  bah  and  hall '  loosing  r ' 


CUAPTEB    I.      8T0BT    Till.  109 

wife  and  virtaous  spouse;  and  that  for  the  rest  of  his  life  he  would  be  guided 
by  this  woman,  veiled  in  purity  of  conduct,  whose  prayers  were  assuredly 
free  from  any  interposing  curtain. 

On  the  other  side,  the  barber's  wife  carrying  her  severed  nose  in  her  hand 
came  home;  and  was  overcome  with  bewilderment  as  to  what  artifice  she 
should  think  of,  and  in  what  manner  she  could  disclose  what  had  happened  to 
her  husband,  and  what  excuse  she  should  make  to  her  friends  and  neighbours 
on  the  subject,  and  how  reply  to  the  questions  of  her  kinsfolk  and 
acquaintances  ?  In  this  interval  the  barber  awoke  from  sleep,  and  called  to 
his  wife,  saying,  '  Give  me  my  tools,  ^  for  I  am  going  to  such  a  gentleman's 
house.'  His  wife  was  very  long  in  answering,  and  dawdled  in  giving  the 
instruments  too,  and  at  last  put  the  razor  alone  into  the  barber's  hand,  The 
latter  in  a  passion  flung  the  razor  in  the  darkness  of  the  night  towards  his 
wife,  and  began  to  utter  abusive  words.  His  wife  threw  herself  down,  and 
screamed  out,  'My  nose!  my  nose!'  The  barber  was  amazed,  and  their 
friends  and  neighbours,  coming  in,  saw  the  woman  with  her  dress  stained  with 
blood,  and  her  nose  cut  off.  Hereupon  they  began  to  loose  the  tongue  of 
leproval  against  the  barber,  and  thsft  unfortunate  fellow  remained  astonished, 
neiflier  having  the  face  to  confess,  nor  the  tongue  to  deny  it.  However, 
when  the  world-iUxmiinating  dawn  removed  the  curtdn  of  darkness,  and  the 
universe-displaying  mirror  of  the  sun  began  to  shine  like  the  goblet  of 
Jamshfd,' 

COUPLET. 

The  leader  of  the  Eastern  host  upreared  his  flag  on  high, 
The  Western  king  sank  down  amid  a  sea  of  sanguine  dye : 

the  relations  of  the  wife  assembled  and  carried  the  barber  before  the  £az(. 

*    * 

By  chance  the  recluse  too,  having  come  forth  from  the  house  of  the  shoemaker, 
by  reason  of  a  bond  of  friendship  which  existed  between  him  and  the  Kazf , 
was  present  at  the  tribunal.  After  they  had  gone  through  the  customary 
interrogatories,  and  the  friends  of  the  barber's  wife  had  stated  their  case  the 
Kazf  demanded,  '  Master  barber !  without  any  apparent  crime,  and  without 
legal  cause,  why  didst  thou  think  fit  to  mutilate  this  woman  ? '  The  barber, 
being  bewildered,  was  unable  to  state  any  reason,  and  the  Ka^f ,  according  to 


^  The  MSS.  and  the  printed  and  lithographed  editions  agree  in  writing  this  word  dast-afrdz, 
as  before — at  p.  88, 1.  6,  of  the  printed  edition  we  find  pdi  afrdz  for  a  *  shoe '  or  *  sandal.' 
The  Bnrhfiu-i  K&t'i,  however,  ij^ores  both  words,  as  also  afrdz  itself,  in  this  sense;  and  J  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  reading  in  both  cases  should  w  a/zdr^  which  is  another  form  of 
otpsdr,  and  signifies  *  a  shoe,'  and  also  '  tools.' 

8  JamshSd  (the  word  ahid  sis^fics  *  sun']  was  the  first  king  of  the  Plshd&dayan,  or  first 
dynasty  of  Persia.  He  reignca  over  seven  kingdoms  of  Asia  tiU,  affecting  divine  honours, 
he  was  dethroned  by  Zahh&k  general  of  the  rorces  of  the  Arabian  monarch,  Shad&d,  son 
of  Ad,  and  driven  into  exile.  His  son  Faridtin  slew  Zahh&k,  and  recovered  the  throne. 
Januhid  founded  Istakhr,  Hamad&n,  and  TCis.  He  possessed  a  divining  cup  which  mirrored 
to  him  future  events,  ana  to  which  allusion  is  here  made. 
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the  clear  mandate,  '  Wounds  shall  he  punished  hy  retaliation^*  ^  gave  command- 
ment that  retaliation  should  be  exacted,  and  that  he  should  be  tortured. 
Then  the  recluse  rose  up  and  said,  '0  Kaz{ !  in  this  matter  there  is  need  of 
deliberation,  and  the  eye  of  sagacity  must  be  opened,  because  the  Thief  did 
not  carry  off  my  dress,  and  the  Goats  did  not  kill  the  Fox,  nor  did  the  poison 
destroy  the  profligate  woman,  nor  did  the  Shoemaker  cut  off  the  nose  of 
the  Barber's  Wife,  but  we  have  all  drawn  upon  ourselves  these  calamities.' 
The  Kazf  let  the  barber  go,  and  turning  to  the  recluse,  said,  'Please  to 
favor  us  with  an  interpretation  of  this  compendium,  and  an  explanation  of 
the  import  of  this!'  The  recluse  recited  from  beginning  to  end  what  he  had 
heard  and  seen,  and  said,  *  If  I  had  not  had  a  desire  to  take  a  pupil,  and  had 
not  been  fascinated  by  the  pleasant  talk  of  the  thief,  that  deceitful  impostor 
could  not  have  found  an  opportunity,  and  would  not  have  carried  off  my 
dress ;  and  if  the  Fox  had  not  displayed  excessive  greediness  and  gluttony, 
and  had  abstained  from  blood-thirstiness,  the  fatal  concussion  of  the  he-goats 
would  not  have  reached  him ;  and  if  the  profligate  woman  had  not  schemed 
the  destruction  of  the  young  man,  she  would  not  have  given  to  the  winds  her 
dear  life;  and  if  the  Barber's  Wife  had  not  ^ndered  assistance  in  that  imlawful 
act,  she  would  not  have  been  mutilated  nor  disgraced.  Whoever  does  evil 
must  not  look  for  good,  and  he  who  requires  sugar-cane  must  not  sow 
colocynth. 

OOUPLBT. 

Thus  spake  the  sage — by  long  experience  tried — 
<Do  not  thou  ill,  lest  ill  should  thee  betide.' 

And  I  have  adduced  this  story  that  thou  mayst  know  that  thou  hast  shewn 
this  troublous  way  to  thyself,  and  hast  opened  upon  thyself  this  gate  of 
pain  and  difficulty.' 

HBlflBTICH. 

Of  whom  complAin  then,  since  our  woo  's  self-made ! 

Damnah  said,  *  Thou  speakest  truly,  and  I  have  done  this  deed,  yet,  neverthe- 
less, what  plan  dost  thou  advise  for  my  escape,  and  of  what  contrivance  dost 
thou  think  for  untying  this  knot  ? '  Kalflah  said,  'From  the  commencement 
I  disagreed  with  thee  as  to  this  business,  and  did  not  coincide  with  thee' in 
consenting  to  imdertake  this  matter,  and  now  too  I  find  myself  [justified  in 
keeping]  aloof  in  this  affair,  and  see  no  reason  for  meddling  with  it.  But 
perhaps  thou  wilt  thyself  excogitate  somewhat  for  thyself,  for  they  have  said: 

HBBCISTICH. 

*  Each  one  best  knows  what  is  for  his  own  good.' 
Damnah  said,  '  I  have  been  thinking  that  I  will  set  about  this  business 


*  Kur'fen,  Fl.  t.  49,  Mar.  v.  63 ;  Sale,  p.  82, 1,  9 :  *  We  have  therein  commanded  them 
that  they  should  give  life  for  life  and  eye  for  eye,  and  nose  for  nose,  and  ear  for  ear,  and  tooth 
for  tooth ;  and  that  wounds  also  shall  be  punished  by  retaliation  ;  but  whoever  should  remit  it 
as  alms,  it  should  be  accepted  as  an  atonement  for  him.'     Compare  Exodus,  xxi.  23. 
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witih  the  most  delicate  finesse,  and  will  exert  myself  in  every  possible  way, 
until  I  overthrow  the  Ox  from  this  position,  nay,  until  I  drive  him  out  of 
this  country,  for  I  cannot  admit  of  procrastination  and  neglect  in  the  duty  of 
self-preservation^  and  should  I  choose  to  be  remiss,  I  should  not  be  excusable 
in  the  opinion  of  men  of  prudence  and  spirit.  !Nor  do  I  seek  any  new 
dignity,  nor  claim  more  than  belongs  to  my  office  :  and  the  wise  have  said, 
'  Men  of  sense  are  justified  in  laboring  for  five  things : — ^First,  in  pursuit 
of  the  rank  and  station,  which  they  have  held  before.  Secondly,  in  avoiding 
harm  of  which  they  have  already  had  experience.  Thirdly,  in  protecting 
advantages  which  they  possess.  Fourthly,  in  extricating  themselves  from 
the  whirlpool  of  calamity  which  may  have  come  upon  them.  FiftMy, 
in  watching  the  attainment  of  advantage  and  the  averting  of  evil  in  time  to 
come.  And  I  exert  myself  for  this  that  I  may  get  back  to  my  own  office, 
and  that  the  lustre  of  my  condition  may  be  renewed.  And  the  method  is 
as  follows, — ^to  pursue  the  Ox  with  artifices  until  he  bid  farewell  to  earth's 
surface,^  or  pack  up  his  chattels  from  this  place ;  and  I  am  not  inferior  to 
that  weak  Sparrow  who  obtained  his  revenge  on  the  Falcon.'  Kalflah 
inquired,  *  How  was  that.' 

STORY  IX. 

Bamnah  said,  '  I  have  heard  that  two  Sparrows  had  fixed  their  nest  on 
the  branch  of  a  tree ;  and  of  worldly  gear,  water  and  grain  sufficed  them ; 
and  on  the  summit  of  a  mountain,  beneath  which  that  tree  lay,  a  Falcon 
had  its  abode,  which,  at  the  time  of  stooping  on  its  quarry,  issued  fix)m  its 
lurking-place  like  lightning,  and  like  heaven's  bolt,  clean  consumed  the 
harvest  of  life  of  the  feebler  birds. 

COITFLET. 

Wlien  he  agamst  the  hapless  birds  his  talons  would  display 
Though  there  were  fifty  ^  gathered  there,  he'd  bear  them  all  away.. 

Whenever  the  sparrows  produced  young,  and  the  time  was  near  at  hand  for 
them  to  fly,  that  falcon,  rushing  forth  from  its  ambush,  used  to  carry  them 
off  and  make  them  food  for  its  own  young.  Kow  to  those  sparrows — ^in 
accordance  with  the  saying,  *  The  love  of  home  is  a  part  of  faitK — to  migrate 
from  that  place  was  impossible,  and  yet  from  the  cruelty  of  the  tyrannous 
hawk  it  was  difficult  to  be  enabled  to  reside  there. 

HSMISTICH. 

Nor  mode  of  travel  nor  yet  mind  to  stay. 
On  one  occasion,  their  young  ones,  having  gained  strength  and  put  forth 


^  Observe  the  uncommon  phrase  jmmA^i  tamin  for  *  earth's  surface';  lit  'back  of  the 
earth.' 

^  Here  is  a  play  on  words  beyond  my  skill  to  imitate.     Panjah  is  *  a  claw,'  and  panj'dh 
*  fifty.'      The  equivoque  then  is  tnat  he  snowed  panjah^  and  bore  away  panjdh. 
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feathers  and  wings,  were  able  to  move ;  and  the  father  and  mother,  pleased 
with  the  sight  of  their  o£fspring,  testified  their  joy  at  their  attempt  to  fly. 
Suddenly  the  thought  of  the  Mcon  passed  through  their  minds,  and,  all 
at  once,  having  folded  up  the  carpet  of  delight,  they  began  to  wail  and 
lament  from  distress  and  anxiety.  One  of  their  children — ^in  whose  counte- 
nance the  signs  of  discretion  and  ripe  intellect  were  visible — ^having  inquired 
into  the  circumstances  of  that  state  [of  emotion]  and  the  reason  of  their 
change  from  hilarity  to  despondency ;  they  replied,  '  0  son ! 

COUPLET. 

Aflk  not  of  us  how  fierce  the  flame  that  dow  coiuumes  our  breast, 
But  ask  the  tears  that  fill  our  eyes,  for  they'll  interpret  best.' 

They  then  recounted  the  history  of  the  falcon's  oppression  and  of  its  canying 
ofi^  their  young,  with  all  the  particulars.  The  son  said,  '  To  draw  back  the 
neck  from  the  command  of  fate  and  the  mandate  of  destiny,  is  not  the  way 
for  creatures,  yet  *  The  Causer  of  causes '  has  appointed  a  remedy  for  every  pain, 
and  has  sent  a  cure  for  every  sorrow.  It  is  probable  that  if  ye  exert  yourselves 
in  repelling  this  misfortune,  and  take  steps  to  imtie  this  knot,  both  this 
calamity  will  be  averted  fr(»n  our  heads,  and  this  burden,  too,  will  be 
removed  frt>m  your  heart.'  These  woifLs  pleased  the  sparrows;  and  while 
one  of  them  stopped  to  attend  to  the  condition  of  the  young  ones,  the  other 
flew  forth  in  search  of  relief.  When  it  had  flown  a  little  way,  it  began  to 
reflect,  saying,  '  Alas !  whither  shall  I  go  ?  and  to  whom  shall  I  tell  the 
afiliction  of  my  heart  ? 

COX7PLBT. 

Orief  on  my  heart  has  seized,  and  oh !  no  medicine  for  that  grief  I  know, 
A  medicine  for  the  mind  diseased — for  inward  grief— is  hard,  I  trow.* 

At  last  he  resolved  in  his  mind,  that  he  would  teUhis  story  to  whatsoever 
animal  his  eyes  first  fell  upon,  and  ask  a  remedy  for  his  heart's  distress  from 
it.  It  happened  that  a  Salamander  having  come  forth  frcim  a  mine  of  fire, 
was  wandering  in  the  spreading  plain  of  the  desert.  When  the  glance  of  the 
sparrow  lighted  upon  him,  and  that  strange  form  and  extraordinary  appear- 
ance came  into  his  view ;  he  said  to  himself,  *  I  have  fallen  upon  good;'  come 
on,  I  will  disclose  the  grief  of  my  heart  to  this  marvelous  bird ;  perhaps  he 
may  undo  the  knot  of  my  aflairs  and  may  shew  me  the  way  to  a  remedy. 
Then  with  the  utmost  respect,  he  advanced  to  the  Salamander,  and  after  the 
requisite  ceremonies  and  salutation,^  he  paid  the  conventional  compliments  of 
oflering  service.  The  Salamander,  too,  in  a  kind  and  encouraging  tone, 
expressed  the  due  courtesy  required  towards  travelers,  and  said,  '  The  traces 
of  weariness  are  discernible  in  thy  countenance.     If  this  arises  from  the  fatigue 


^  One  MS.  inserts  tva  before  mardsimy  but  it  is  eyidently  better  to  make  this  the  accusa- 
tive after  rt'dyat  kardan. 
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of  joumeying,  be  pleased  to  halt  some  days  in  this  neighbourhood,  that  [this 
&tigue]  may  be  exchanged  for  repose  :  and  if  the  case  be  aught  else,  explain 
it,  that  to  the  extent  of  my  power  I  may  exert  myself  to  remedy  it. 
The  sparrow  loosed  his  tongue,  and  represented  to  the  salamander  his 
piteous  condition,  after  a  fashion,  that  had  he  told  it  to  a  rock  it  would  have 
been  rent  in  pieces  by  his  distress. 

COtJPLET. 

To  whomsoe'er  the  story  I  of  my  sad  grief  impart, 
I  fresh  inflict  a  dozen  wounds  upon  his  helpless  heart. 

After  hearing  this  tale,  the  salamander,  too,  felt  the  fire  of  compassion 
kindled,  and  he  said,  '  Grieve  not !  for  I  will  this  night  take  such  measures 
as  to  consume  his  abode  and  nest  and  all  that  therein  is.  Do  thou  point  out 
to  me  thy  dwelling,  and  go  to  thy  offspring  until  the  time  I  come  to  thee. 
The  sparrow  indicated  his  dwelling  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  leave  a  doubt  in 
the  mind  of  the  salamander ;  and  with  a  glad  heart  and  a  mind  freed  from 
the  load  of  grief,  turned  towards  his  own  nest.  When  the  night  came  on, 
the  salamander,  with  a  number  of  its  own  kind,  each  carrying  a  quantity  of 
naphtha  and  brimstone,  set  off  in  the  direction  of  that  spot,  and  under  the 
guidance  of  that  sparrow,  conveyed^emselves  to  the  vicinity  of  the  falcon's 
nest.  The  latter  unaware  of  that  [impending]  misfortune,  had,  with  its 
young,  eaten  plentifully,  and  fallen  asleep.  The  salamanders  cast  upon  their 
nest  all  the  naphtha  and  brimstone  that  they  had  brought  with  them,  and 
turned  back :  and  the  blast  of  divine  justice  having  blown  the  flame  of 
vengeance,  fell  upon  those  oppressors.  They  rose  up  from  the  sleep  of  negli- 
gence, at  a  time  when  the  hand  of  prevention  was  unequal  to  the  quenching 
of  that  flame ;  and  all  of  them,  with  their  abode  and  nest,  were  at  once 
consumed  to  ashes. 

COUPLET. 

Oppression's  flame,  lit  with  the  tyrant's  breath, 
When  it  burst  forth  consumed  him  first  to  death. 

And  I  have  given  this  instance  that  thou  mayest  know  that  every  one  who 
labors  to  repel  an  enemy,  though  he  may  be  small  and  weak,  and  his  foe 
great  and  strong,  may  yet  hope  for  victory  and  triumph.  Kalflah  said,  *  Now 
that  the  Lion  has  distinguished  him  above  the  rest,  and  has  exalted  the 
banner  of  his  fortune ;  to  expel  the  lion*s  attachment  to  him  from  his  heart, 
and  to  alter  the  Lion's  feelings  towards  him,  appears  very  diflScult;  and  kings, 
when  they  shew  favor  to  any  one  do  not  disgrace  him  without  full  cause, 
nor  cast  fit)m  their  sight  any  one  whom  they  have  exalted,  unless  on  the 
occurrence  of  some  extraordinary  act.' 

COUPLET. 

Water  engulfs  not  wood — and  wherefore  so  ?  It  swallows  not  that  which  itself  made  grow. 
Damnah  said,  *  What  cause  can  be  fuller  than  this,  that  the  King  has  gone 
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to  excess  in  favoring  him,  and  has  indulged  in  contempt  for  his  other  ministers, 
till,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  they  have  become  disgusted  with  his  service, 
and  the  advantage  of  their  services  and  benefit  of  their  advice  has  been  cut 
off  from  him ;  and  from  this  state  of  things  great  calamities  are  to  be  expected : 
and  sages  have  said,  danger  arises  to  a  King,  and  misfortune  to  a  country, 
from  one  of  six  things.  First,  disappointment,  that  is  to  say,  making  his 
loyal  subjects  destitute  of  hope  in  him,  and  abandoning  people  of  judgment 
and  experience,  to  disgrace.  Secondly,  mischievous  embroilment,  and  this 
may  be  characterised  as  causeless  war,  and  the  occurrence  of  ill-digested 
undertakings,  and  provoking  hostile  parties  to  unsheath  their  swords. 
Thirdly,  sensuality,  which  is  being  passionately  fond  of  women,  and  being 
too  addicted  to  the  chase,  and  engaging  in  drinking,  and  shewing  an 
inclination  for  idle  amusements.  Fourthly,  adverse  fortune,  being  such  acci- 
dents as  time  produces,  as  plague,  famine,  earthquakes,  conflagrations  and 
inundations,  and  the  like.  Fifthly,  violence  of  temper,  which  is  carrying 
anger  to  great  lengths,  and  being  excessive  in  tortures  and  pilnishments. 
Sixthly,  ignorance,  which  is  such  that  in  a  crisis  that  calls  for  peace  the  king 
has  recourse  to  war,  and  at  the  moment  for  war  he  inclines  to  peace,  and  when 
he  should  use  gentle  measures  he  adopti  roughness,  and  when  he  ought  to 
close  up  the  barriers  of  severity  he  opens  the  door  of  kindness.' 

OOUPUBT, 

Inopportunely  war  or  peace  comes  ill, 

Let  flowers  or  thorns  the  place  that  suits  them  fill. 

Kalflah  said,  *  I  saw  that  thou  hadst  girded  thyself  for  revenge,  and  wast 
lying  in  wait  for  Shanzabah ;  and  thou  wishest  that  some  evil  may  befall  him 
by  what  proceeds  from  thee ;  and  I  know  that  to  inflict  injury  has  no  good 
result,  and  that  by  way  of  retribution,  every  one's  mischief  recoils  on 
himself. 

COUPLET. 

All  who  do  ill — ^no  end  but  ill  attain ;  Swift  on  them  back  the  ill  recoils  again. 

And  whoever  will  open  the  eye  of  experience,  and  observe  the  retribution  of 
good  and  bad,  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  will  incline  to  goodness  and  gentle- 
ness, and  will  keep  his  hand  and  tongue  from  annoyance  and  injury,  as  the 
just  King  said.'     Damnah  asked,  '  How  was  that  ?' 

STORY  X. 

EalQah  said,  *  I  have  heard  that  in  former  times  there  was  a  King,  who  had 
opened  the  hand  of  despotic  power  and  oppression,  and  had  set  the  foot  of 
obstinate  wickedness  beyond  the  J)eaten  path  of  justice  and  beneficence. 

COUPLET. 

World-burning,  merciless,  and  prone  to  blood, 
Earth  was  embittered  by  his  bitter  mood. 
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• 

The  people  night  and  day  had  Hfked  up  their  hands  in  prayer  against  his 
injustice,  and  had  loosed  the  tongue  of  detestation.  One  day  this  King 
went  to  the  chase,  and  when  he  returned,  he  ordered  a  proclamation,  saying, 
*  0  people !  the  eye  of  my  heart  has  to  this  day  heen  covered  with  a  veil 
from  heholding  the  aspect  of  rectitude,  and  the  hand  of  my  transgression  has 
drawn  the  scymitar  of  tyranny  against  the  countenances  of  the  despairing 
oppressed,  and  the  unhappy  objects  of  persecution.  Now  I  have  become 
sincerely  disposed  to  cherish  my  subjects,  and  steadfast  in  the  office  of  admin- 
istration of  justice.  My  hope  is  that  after  to-day  the  hand  of  an  oppressor 
will  not  strike  the  ring  of  vexation  on  the  door  of  any  peasant,  nor  the  foot  of 
a  persecutor  reach  the  court  of  tte  dwelling  of  any  poor  man.' 

COUPLKT. 

Expect  not  cue  that  realm  or  clime  among, 
Where  the  folks'  heart  is  by  the  monarch  wrung. 

The  people  felt  new  life  at  these  tidings,  and  to  the  poor,  the  rose  of  desire 

blossomed  in  the  garden  of  hope. 

COUPLBT. 

When,  this  glad  news  its  sudden  influence  shed. 
Transport  the  heart,  and  joy  the  soul,  o'erspread. 
In  short  the  felicitous  influence  of  his  justice  reached  such  a  point,  that  the 
lambs  drank  milk  from  the  dugs  of  the  savage  lioness,  and  the  pheasant 
sported  in  communion  with  the  hawk,  and  on  this  account  they  bestowed  on 
him  the  title  of  *  The  Justice-dispensing  King.' 

COUPLET. 

So  firm  the  basis,  he  to  justice  set,  Sulphur  and  flame  as  guard  and  guarded  met. 

One  of  the  confidential  ministers  of  the  cabinet  of  state,  took  an  opportunity 
to  ask  the  state  of  the  case,  and  inquired  into  the  change  of  the  bitterness  of 
oppression  and  tyranny  for  the  sweetness  of  mercy  and  good  feith.  The 
King  said,  '  That  day  that  I  went  to  hunt,  I  was  galloping  on  every  side, 
when  suddenly  I  observed  a  dog  pursue  a  fox,  and  bite  through  the  bone  of 
his  leg  with  his  teeth : — the  hapless  fox  escaped  into  a  hole  with  a  maimed  leg, 
and  the  dog  came  back.  Presently  a  footman  threw  a  stone  and  broke  the 
leg  of  that  dog,  and  had  not  yet  gone  on  a  few  steps,  when  a  horse  kicked 
the  footman,  and  bis  leg  was  fractured,  and  the  horse  too  had  advanced  no 
distance,  when  his  foot  went  down  in  a  hole  and  snapped.'  I  came  to 
myself  and  said,  *  Sawest  thou  what  they  did,  and  what  they  experienced  ? 
Whoever  does  what  he  ought  not,  suffers  what  he  would  not.' 

TERSE. 

Seek  to  do  good,  shun  evil,  and  take  heed : 
For  as  thou  actest,  so  too  shalt  thou  speed. 
Ever  in  good  dost  thou  incline  to  tread? 
Thou  shalt  then  aye  behold  upraised  thy  head. 
But  if  in  rice  thou  walkest,  thou  shalt  see. 
Thyself  down  trampled  by  adversity. 

l2 
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And  I  have  hit  off  this  example  with  this  view,  that  thou  mayest  dread  retri- 
hution,  and  ahandon  a  malevolent  disposition,  lest  disastrous  results  should 
reach  thee,  and  the  meaning  [of  the  saying]  *  JThoever  dug  a  pit  for  his 
brother  asmredly  fell  into  it  hivMelf^  he  manifested  in  thy  case ;  and  a 
sage  has  said,  '  Do  not  evil,  that  thou  mayest  keep  hack  evil  ;^  dig  not  a 
pit,  lest  thou  fall  therein  thyself.'  Damnah  said,  ^  In  this  matter  I  am  the 
oppressed — not  the  oppressor,  and  I  am  he  that  suffers  cruelty — ^not  he 
that  inflicts  it;  and  if  the  oppressed  should  be  occupied  with  the  design  of 
revenging  himself  upon  his  oppressor,  what  retribution  can  there  be  for  that  ? 
and  if  injury  should  rcsiilt  &om  him  to  the  injurer,  what  harm  can  therein 
ensue  to  him  ? '  Kalilah  said,  *■  Granted  that  by  this  proceeding  no  obstruction 
occurs  to  thy  fottunes,  but  in  what  manner  wilt  thou  exert  thyself  for  the 
destruction  of  the  Ox  ?  since  his  power  surpasses  thine,  and  his  Mends  and 
allies  are  more  numerous  than  those  who  befriend  and  support  thee/  Damnah 
said,  *  One  must  not  base  one's  proceedings  on  the  greatness  of  one's  strength, 
and  the  infinite  number  of  one's  aUies;  but  prudence  and  counsel  must  be 
esteemed  as  superior  to  these,  since  it  is  probable  that  what  can  be  effected  by 
skill  and  stratagem,  is  unattainable  by  violence  and  force ;  and  has  it  never 
reached  thee  how  a  Baven  destroyed  a  Serpent  by  stratagem  ?'  Kalilah  said, 
'  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  XI. 

Damnah^  said, '  They  have  related  that  a  Eaven  had  taken  up  its  abode  on 
the  side  of  a  mountain,  and  had  made  its  nest  in  the  fissure  of  a  rock,  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  it  was  the  hole  of  a  Snake,  the  water  of  whose  mouth  was 
deadly  poison  and  the  locality  of  death,  and  the  venom  of  the  roots  of  whose 
teeth  was  destructive  to  the  constitution  of  existence  and  life.  Whenever  the 
Haven  had  young,  the  Serpent  devoured  them,  and  consumed  the  liver  of  the 
Ilaven  with  the  brand  of  the  loss  of  her  offspring.  When  the  cruelty  of 
the  Serpent  had  passed  all  bounds,  the  Ilaven,  reduced  to  despair,  made 
complaint  of  her  plight  to  a  jackal  who  was  her  friend,  and  said,  '  I  am 
thinking  how  I  can  deliver  myself  from  the  calamity  of  this  Snake  and  the 
affliction  of  this  life-pursuing  tyrant.'  The  jackal  asked,  *  What  steps  wilt 
thou  take  in  this  emergency  ?  and  by  what  artifice  wilt  thou  get  rid  of  his 
annoyance  ? '  The  Raven  said,  '  I  intend,  when  the  Snake  is  asleep,  to  peck 
out  with  my  blood-drinking  beak  the   eyes  with  which  he   surveys  the 


^  I  read  with  the  best  MS.  I  have  had  makun  kih  bad  dftl,  taking  dft  to  be  the  verbal 
noun  of  afaty  and  to  signify  *  keeping  back/  so  as  not  to  conclude  both  sentences  with  ufti^ 
*  thou  mayst  faU,'  according  to  the  erroneous  (as  I  think}  reading  of  the  lithographed  ana 
printed  emtions,  and  according  to  Eeene's  translation,  wnich  gives  for  the  English,  *  lest 
thou  fall  into  evil.' 

*  The  word  Damnah  is,  by  a  t)T)ographical  error,  omitted  in  the  printed  edition,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  story,  and  also  in  the  Index. 
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world,  that  he  may  not  he  again  ahlc  to  attack  those  that  are  the  lustre 
of  my  eyes;  and  that  my  offspring,  the  light  of  my  vision,  may  remain 
secure  from  the  wickedness  of  that  malignant  one/  The  jackal  said,  '  This 
plan  swerves  from  the  right  course,  for  wise  men  ought  to  attack  their 
enemy  in  such  a  manner  that  there  i^ay  he  no  peril  of  losing  their  life  hy  it. 
Take  care  that  thou  ahandonest  this  thought,  that  thou  mayest  not  destroy 
thyself  like  the  Heron  who  exerted  himself  for  the  destruction  of  the  Crab, 
and  gave  his  own  dear  life  to  the  winds.'  The  Haven  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  XII. 

The  jackal  said,  '  There  was  a  Heron  which  had  made  its  home  on  the 
margin  of  a  piece  of  water,  and  had  turned  the  countenance  of  his  heart  from 
all  other  objects  to  the  pursuit  of  fish.  In  proportion  to  his  wants  he  used 
to  catch  fish,  and  pass  his  life  in  comfort.  When  the  infirmity  of  old  ago 
found  its  way  to  him,  and  his  bodily  faculties  inclined  to  decay,  he  was 
unequal  to  the  pursuit  of  fish,  and  being  overtaken  with  the  noose  of  grief, 
said  to  himself, 

COUPLET. 

Alas !  the  caravan  of  years  so  tracelcss  disappear  ' 

That  no !  not  e'en  their  dust  has  reached  my  country's  atmosphere. 

Alas !  that  I  have  wasted  in  sport  my  precious  life,  and  that  I  have  not  stored 
up  any  thing  which  could  afford  me  assistance-  in  the  season  of  old  age,  or  be  a 
support  to  me ;  and  at  this  day  my  vigour  has  failed,  yet  I  cannot  do  without 
victuals.  My  best  course  is  to  base  my  proceedings  on  artifice,  and  spread 
the  snare  of  deceit  and  pretended  abstinence ; 

HEMISTICH. 

By  this  pretext  I  may,  perhaps,  live  on. 
He  then  seated  himself  at  the  brink  of  the  water,  lamenting  and  sighing 
and  weeping.  A  Crab  beheld  him  from  a  distance  and,  advancing,  accosted 
him  femiliarly,  and  said,  *  Friend!  I  observe  thee  sorrowful,  what  is  the 
reason  of  this  ? '  He  replied,  '  How  can  I  not  be  grieved,  for  thou  knowest 
that  the  material  of  my  sustenance  and  the  support  of  my  life  was  the  one  or 
two  fishes  which  I  daily  used  to  catch  aijd  by  which  I  obtained  enough  to 
keep  in  the  breath  of  life,  and  food  sufficient  to  prevent  me  from  dying.  No 
extraordinary  detriment  accrued  to  the  fishes  therefrom,  and  my  days,  too, 
were  decked  with  tho  ornament  of  contentment  and  happiness.  To-day  two 
fishermen  passed  by  this  spot,  and  were  saying,  *  In  this  lake  there  is  an 
abundance  of  fish — we  must  settle  them.'     One  said,  *  In  such  a  lake  there 


^  '  Caravan'  is  made  a  noun  of  multitude  in  tho  text,  with  a  plural  verb ;  and  I  have 
accordingly  given  it  a  plural  verb  in  English. 

*  Keenc  translates  pdi  mardi,  *  traces  of  manhood,'  which  is  indeed  the  etymological 
meaning  of  the  word,  but  the  Dictionary  furnishes  a  more  apt  secondary  signification,  of 
which  1  have  availed  myself. 
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are  more  fish  than  in  this.  First  let  us  manage  their  business,  and  then  let 
us  turn  this  way/  Now,  if  events  are  to  take  this  course,  I  must  detach  my 
heart  firom  sweet  life,  and  must  fix  it  on  the  bitterness  of  death.*  ^  As  soon  as 
the  Crab  heard  these  tidings,  it  went  back  with  all  haste,  and  going  -to  the 
fish,  recounted  to  them  this  dismal  news  just  as  it  hod  heard  it.  Hereupon, 
a  conunotion  ensuing  among  them,  they,  in  company  with  the  Crab,  betook 
themselves  to  the  Heron,  and  said,  '  Such  and  such  intelligence  has  reached 
us  from  thee,,  and  has  wrested  the  reins  of  counsel  from  our  hands ; 

00I7PLKC. 

The  more  that  we  from  head  to  foot  this  matter  still  survey, 
The  more  from  weakness,  compass-like,  we  wander  far  astray.^ 

Now  we  would  consult  with  you '  for  *  ^  who  is  consulted  is  trustworthy.^ 
It  behoves  a  wise  man,  even  when  enemies  apply  to  him  for  advice,  not  to 
slight  the  obligation  of  counseling  rightly,  especially  in  a  matter  where  the 
advantage  may  revert  to  himself,  and  thou  thyself  sayest  that  the  continuation 
of  thy  existence  is  bound  up  in  us,  and  that  thy  life  is  dependent  on  our  con- 
tinuing to  be.  Therefore  what  dost  thou  consider  advisable  in  our  affair  ? ' 
The  Heron  replied,  *  I  have  myself  heard  this  speech  from  flie  tongue  of  the 
fishermen,  and  there  is  no  possibility  of  opposing  them,  and  I  can  think  of 
nothing  but  this  device, — I  know  a  pool  in  the  ncigbourhood  of  this,  the 
water  of  which,  in  purity,  boasts  of  rivaling  'the  real  dawn,'  and  surpasses 
the  world-displaying  mirror  in  showing  the  images  of  forms.  The  grains  of 
sand  may  be  counted  at  the  bottom  of  it,  and  the  eggs  of  the  fish  may  be 
seen  in  its  basin,  and  yet  with  all  this,  neither  can  the  diver  of  the 
understanding  reach  to  its  bottom,  nor  the  traveller  of  the  fancy  see  its  shore, 
and  the  net  of  no  fisherman  has  fallen  in  that  lake,  and  the  fish  of  that  water 
have  experienced  no  captivity  but  the  chain  of  water.* 

COUPLET. 

A  hike  it  is  which  like  an  ocean  flows — 
A  sea  which  neither  source  nor  limit  knows. 

If  you  could  migrate  thither,  you  might  pass  the  remainder  of  yonr  life  in 
security  and  contentment,  and  delight  and  ease.*  They  replied,  *  The  thought 
is  good,  but  without  thy  aid  and  friendly  assistance,  our  departure  thither  is 
impossible.'  The  Heron  answered,  *  I  will  not  withhold  from  you  whatever 
strength  and  power  I  possess :    but  time  presses ;   every  moment  the  fisher- 


^  8ar  gashtah  here  si^ifies  '  wandering  from  its  head,'  which  the  points  of  the  compasses 
do  when  they  are  used.  I  have  found  it  impossible  to  carry  out  the  play  on  words  in  English. 

>  The  MSS.  and  the  lithographed  edition  read  kunaniy  but  since  the  plural  is  used  in 
the  preceding  yerses,  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  read  kunim, 

3  According  to  the  Orientals  there  arc  two  dawns,  the  ft4bh-i  kdzib  *■  false  dawn,'  and  the 
^vbh'i  sddik.  or  *  true  dawn.' 

•  •  •  •  r 

*  The  ripple  of  the  water  is  compared  to  a  chain. 
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men  may  come,  and  the  opportunity  will  be  lost/  The  fishes  besought  him, 
and  after  much  entreaty,  it  was  determined  that  every  day  he  should  remove 
some  fish  and  convey  them  to  that  lake.  The  Heron,  then,  every  morning 
carried  some  fish,  and  on  the  top  of  a  hillock,  which  was  near,  devoured 
them,  and  when  it  returned,  the  others  hasted  to  remove  and  emigrate,  and 
sought  for  precedence  and  priority  over  one  another ;  and  wisdom  wept  with 
a  warning  eye  over  their  foUy  and  unwariness,  and  time,  with  its  thousand 
eyes,  shed  tears  over  their  lamentable  condition.  And  undoubtedly  any  one 
who  is  beguiled  by  the  flattery  of  an  enemy  and  thinks  fit  to  place  confidence 
in  a  mean  person  of  innate  wickedness,  this  is  his  pxmishment.  When  many 
days  had  passed,  the  desire  of  (going  to)  this  lake  entered  into  the  head  of  a  Crab 
also.  He  wished  to  remove,  and  informed  the  Heron  of  that  idea.  The  Heron 
reflected,  *  There  is  not  a  more  thorough  enemy  of  mine  than  this.  My  best 
plan  is  to  convey  him  to  his  Mends.'  He  then  advanced,  and  having  taken 
the  Crab  on  his  neck,  turned  his  face  towards  the  resting-place  of  the  fishes. 
The  Crab,  who  saw  the  bones  of  the  fish  from  a  distance,  perceived  how  the 
matter  stood.  He  refiected  that  a  wise  man,  when  he  sees  an  enemy  intent 
on  his  life,  is  exerting  himself  for  his  own  destruction  if  he  neglects  to 
struggle ;  and  that,  should  he  exert  himself,  his  condition  will  not  fail  to  be 
one  of  two  things.  If  he  comes  off  victorious,  he  leaves  a  reputation  for 
courage  upon  the  page  of  time ;  and  if  he  fails,  he  at  least  escapes  being 
reproached  for  want  of  courage  and  spirit  in  defending  himself. 

STANZA. 

Should  a  foeman  thee  attack,  to  repel  his  injury 
Struggle  with  thy  utmost  might,  if  for  wisdom  famed  thou  be. 
Art  thou  BUCcesBful,  thou  hast  then  thy  wished-for  object  won. 
But  shouldst  thou  fail,  thou  art  excused,  thou  hast  thy  duty  douc. 

The  Crab  then  threw  himself  on  the  neck  of  the  heron  and  began  to  squeeze 
his  throat  tightly.  The  Heron  was  old  and  weak,  and  with  a  little  throttling 
became  insensible,  and  foiling  down  from  the  air  was  leveled  with  the  dust. 
The  Crab,  having  descended  from  his  neck,  went  his  way,  and  having  stepped 
along  the  road,  came  to  the  remaining  fishes,  and  mingling  lamentations  for 
lost  friends  with  congratulations  on  the  life  of  the  survivors,  informed  them 
how  matters  stood.  All  of  them  rejoiced,  and  reckoned  the  death  of  the 
Heron  as  a  renewal  of  existence  and  a  life  without  limit. 

VERSE. 

One  breath  of  life  that  we  should  draw  when  such  a  foe  is  gone, 

Transcends,  I  deem,  a  hundred  years  that  circle  idly  on. 

It  is  not  for  us  to  glory  o'er  our  foeman's  fallen  day ; 

Tet  from  our  foe  one  free-drawn  breath  excels  all  thou  canst  sav. 

if 

And  I  have  introduced  this  story  with  this  object,  that  thou  mayest  know 
that   many   a  one    perishes  by  his  own   stratagems  and  deceit  and   the 
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mischievous  effects  of  his  perfidiousness,  according  to  the  text,  *bui  the  con- 
trivance of  evil  shall  only  encompass  the  authors  thereof,^  *  recoil  upon 
himself,  nevertheless  I  will  point  out  a  way  to  thee,  in  accordance  with 
which,  if  thou  shouldest  act,  if  may  be  the  cause  of  thy  preservation,  and  of 
the  destruction  of  thy  enemy.  The  Baven  said,  *  One  must  not  slight  the 
suggestions  of  Mends,  nor  act  in  opposition  to  the  wise.' 

COUPLET. 

To  the  wine-house,  thou,  cupbearer !  beckouest  me  to  take  my  way ; 

'Twere  not  friendship's  course  resistance  to  thy  counsels  to  display. 
The  jackal  said,  '  The  advisable  course  is  this,  that  thou  shoiildcst  soar  aloft 
in  air  and  cast  thine  eyes  on  the  terraces  of  the  houses  and  plains,  and 
wherever  thou  beholdest  an  ornament  which  it  is  possible  to  carry,  there 
stoop  and  snatch  it  up,  and  fly  through  the  air  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  visible 
to  men's  eyes,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  some  persons  will  follow  thee  to 
recover  the  ornament.  When  thou  drawest  near  to  the  Serpent  cast  the 
ornament  upon  it,  so  that  when  the  eyes  of  those  men  light  upon  him  they 
may  release  him  from  the  bonds  of  life,  and  then  recover  the  ornament.  And 
thy  heart  will  be  freed  from  care  without  any  exertions  on  thy  own  part.' 
The  Kaven,  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  jackal,  turned  towards 
an  inhabited  place.  Presently  it  saw  a  woman  who  had  put  down  an 
ornament  on  the  comer  of  a  terrace,  and  was  herself  occupied  with  her 
ablutions.  The  Eaven  carried  off  the  ornament,  and  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  jackal  had  said,  threw  it  on  the  Serpent.  The  men  who  had  come  in 
pursuit  of  the  Eaven  forthwith  crushed  the  Serpent's  head,  and  the  Kaven 
was  set  fi«e  [from  its  foe].' 

HEMISTICH. 

The  foe  departed,  with  him  went  our  tears.* 
Damnah  said,  '  I  have  coined  this  fable  that  thou  mayest  know  that  things 
which  may  be  accomplished  by  artifice,  are  impossible  by  mere  force.' 
Kalilah  replied,  '  The  Ox  possesses  strength  and  fierceness  and  understanding 
and  prudence,  all  these  things — ^and  over  such  a  person  it  is  not  possible  to 
prevail  by  stratagem,  since  on  every  side  that  thou  by  deceit  preparest  a 
trench,  he  by  forethought  will  repair  it,  and  perhaps  before  thou  canst  make 
a  supper  off  him,  he  may  breakfast  upon  thee.  But  perhaps  the  story  of 
that  Hare  never  reached  thy  ears,  who  formed  the  design  of  entrapping  the 
fox,  and  got  caught  itself? '     Damnah  asked,  *  How  was  that  ? ' 


1  Kur'&n,  Fl.,  ch.  xxii,  43 ;  Mar.  xxiv.  42;  Sale  p.  329, 1,  33:  *  The  Koreish  swore 
by  God,  with  a  most  solemn  oath,  that  if  a  preacher  had  come  unto  them,  they  would  surely 
have  been  more  willingly  directed  than  any  nation ;  but  now  a  preacher  is  come  unto  them, 
it  hath  only  increased  in  them  their  aversion  from  the  truth,  tneir  arrogance  in  the  earth, 
and  their  contriving  of  evil ;  but  the  contrivance  of  evil  shall  only  encompass  the  authors 
thereof.' 

'  There  is  a  nlay  on  words  in  this  line  which  I  have  been  unable  to  retain  in  English. 
'  The  foe  departea  from  the  midst  (or  from  the  waist),  and  at  the  same  time  the  tear  horn  our 
bosom.' 
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STORY  xin. 

KalQah  said,  '  I  have  heard  that  a  hungry  wolf  was  running  along  a  plain 
on  the  scent  of  a  meal,  when  he  beheld  a  Hare  asleep  under  the  shade  of  a 
bush,  and  whose  limbs  the  slumber  of  negligence  had  occupied.  The  wolf, 
accounting  it  a  rare  prize,  began  to  steal  gently  towards  it.  The  Hare  being 
put  on  the  alert  by  the  terror  of  his  breath,  at  the  alarm  of  his  step, 
started  up,  and  was  about  to  fly.     The  wolf,  obstructing  the  road,  exclaimed, 

OOUPLET. 

*  Approach!  approach !  for  I  from  thee  this  distance  cannot  bear; 
Depart  not,  ah  !  depart  not !  for  thy  parting  brings  despair ! ' 

The  Hare,  from  fear  of  him,  was  fixed  motionless  to  the  spot,  and  beginning  to 
supplicate,  rubbed  the  face  of  humble  entreaty  on  the  ground,  and  said,  '  I 
know  that  the  fire  of  the  hunger  of  the  prince  of  beasts  is  burning  fiercely, 
and  that  his  appetite  is  raging  in  quest  of  food,  and  I  with  this  weak  body 
and  slender  form,  am  no  more  than  a  mouths  to  the  king.  What  is  the 
good  of  me,  and  what  will  be  effected^  by  eating  me?  In  this  neighbourhood 
there  is  a  fox,  who  is  unable  to  move  from  excessive  fatness,  and  from  his 
quantity  of  flesh  finds  it  impossible  to  stir.  I  imagine  that  his  flesh  by  its 
succulence,  resembles  the  water  of  life,  and  bis  blood  from  its  sweetness  and 
freshness  is  comparable  to  sharbat  made  with  the  finest  sugar.  If  my  lord 
will  deign  to  take  the  trouble  of  stepping  with  me,  I,  by  any  stratagem  that 
I  find  practicable,  will  make  him  a  prisoner,  and  my  lord  may  break  his  fast 
upon  him.  If  this  gratification  is  obtained,  why  so  much  the  better;  if 
otherwise  I  myself  am  still  your  prisoner  and  captive. 

HSMI8TICH. 

Go !  lasso  others,  we  are  already  thine. 

The  wolf,  deceived  by  his  plausible  speeches,  took  the  way  to  the  abode  of 
the  fox.  Now  in  that  vicinity  there  was  a  fox  who  in  cunning  might  have 
lectured  Satan,  and  in  wily  devices  and  trickery,  have  given  lessons  to  fancy 
and  imagination. 

TE&8B. 

A  sharp  young  fox  he !  who  by  craft  made  gain ; 
No !  rather  tax-collector  of  that  plain. 
He  played  his  tricks  through  field  and  hamlet  still, 
And  from  all  beasts  bore  off  the  prize  of  skill. 
Outcries  he  raised  amid  the  beasts  that  prowl 
Along  the  waste ;  caused  village  dogs  to  howL 
And  with  a  bound  deceived  the  watchful  eye ; 
Sweeping  with  bushy  tail  the  courtyard  of  the  sky. 


»  Lit. :  *  What  will  be  bound  or  what  loosed  from  eating  me  ? ' 
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The  Hare  had  an  old  quarrel  with  him,  and  on  the  present  occasion,  having 
obtained  an  opportunity,  he  determined  on  revenge,  and  having  left  the  wolf 
at  the  entrance  of  the  hole,  he  went  into  the  abode  of  the  fox  and  performed 
the  customary  salutations  and  benedictions.  The  fox,  too,  with  the  utmost 
deference,  returned  his  salutations,  and  said, 

COUPLBT. 

*  Welcome  art  thou !  whence  hast  thou  come  ?  enter,  and  seated  be  ! 
Come  in !  and  sit,  on  my  two  eyes  a  seat  I'll  give  to  thee.' 

The  Hare  replied,  '  It'  is  a  long  time  that  I  have  continued  still  in  the 
desire  of  being  exalted  by  a  meeting,  and  by  reason  of  the  obstacles  of 
deceitful  fortune,  and  the  accidents  of  futhless  and  inconstant  time,  I  remain 
excluded  from  that  happiness.  At  this  time  a  holy  man^  who  has  been 
exalted  to  kingly  dignity  in  the  Egypt  of  divine  favor,  and  in  the  region  of 
saintship  is  a  sage  indulgent  to  his  disciples,  has  honored  us  by  coming  from 
the  sacred  shrine  to  this  country,  and  having  heard  the  fame  of  the  monastic 
seclusion  and  retirement  of  your  highness,  has  made  this  humble  slave  the 
medium  of  introduction,  in  order  that  he  may  irradiate  the  eye  of  his  heart 
with  your  world-adorning  beauties,  and  perfume  the  nostrils  of  his  soul  with 
the  sweet  scents  of  your  musk-resembling  thoughts.  If  there  be  permission 
for  a  visit,  it  is  well  and  good,  but  if  the  occasion  does  not  admit  of  it,  another 
time  may  serve. 

OOUPLKT. 

Or  let  him  from  this  door  go  back,  like  an  unexpected  woe, 

Or  stop  like  answered  prayer  to  which  the  heavens  acceptance  shew.' 

The  fox  read  from  the  page  of  this  discourse  the  writing  of  fraud,  and  beheld 
in  the  mirror  of  these  words,  the  delineation  of  the  form  of  deceit.  He  said 
to  himself,  *My  advisable  course  is  this,  that  I  should  act  to  them  in 
accordance  with  their  own  conduct,  and  pour  too  part  of  their  own  mixture 

* 

into  their  own  throat. 

HEUISTICH. 

Those  who  cast  clods  are  answered  with  a  stone.' 

The  fox  then  made  use  of  sundry  complimentary  expressions,  and  said,  '  We 
have  on  this  account  girded  our  loins  in  the  service  of  travelers,  and  have  for 
this  reason  opened  the  door  of  our  cell  in  the  face  of  holy  men,  that  we 
may  benefit  by  the  beauty  of  their  enraptured  state  and  the  perfection  of 
their  sentiments.  And  especially  to  such  a  saint  as  thou  representest, 
and  to  a  perfectly  holy  man  of  the  kind  thou  describest,  how  can  I  fell  in 
hospitality,  or  what  particle  of  service  could  I  omit  ?  for  *  the  guest  when  he 
alights,  alights  to  his  own  appointed  food,  and  the  ancients  have  said. 


^  *AziZy  besides  signifiyin^  *■  a  holy  man,'  is  also  a  special  title  of  the  kings  of  Egypt.   It 
is  ther^re  well  chosen  here  in  relation  to  mi^r,  *  Egypt,'  which  follows. 
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STANZA. 

Each  one  on  earth  thon  seest,  doth  his  own 

Allotted  food  consume,  whether  his  bread 

Upon  thy  table  or  on  his  be  spread. 
Wherefore  thou  shouldst  the  favor  not  disown 

Which  guests  on  thee  confer,  in  that  they  eat 

As  bounty,  at  thy  table,  their  own  meat. 

Nevertheless  I  entertain  the  hope  that  thou  wilt  delay  thus  long,  until  I 
sweep  out  the  comer  of  my  cell  and  spread  for  my  guest  of  fortunate  footstep, 
a  carpet  which  may  befit  the  occasion.'  The  Hare  imagined  that  he  had 
succeeded  in  cajoling  the  fox/  and  that  the  latter  would  soon  do  himself 
the  honor  of  waiting  on  the  wolf.  He  [therefore]  replied,  *The  guest 
is  a  man  without  ceremony,  and  of  the  simplicity  of  character  suited  to 
a  darvesh ;  and  is  indifferent  to  decoration  in  place  or  dress ;  but  since  your 
noble  mind  desires  to  observe  some  ceremony,  there  is  no  harm,  too,  in  that.' 
With  these  words  the  Hare  went  out  and  detailed  all  that  had  occurred  to 
the  wolf,  and  imparted  to  him  the  pleasing  tidings  of  the  fox  having  been 
deceived,  and  began  again  to  renew — ^for,  *  in  everything  new  there  is  pleasure^ 
— ^his  encomium  of  the  flesh  and  fat,  and  juiciness  and  freshness  of  the  fox ; 
and  the  wolf,  having  whetted  the  teeth  of  appetite,  was  licking  his  lips '  at 
the  anticipated  relish  of  the  fox's  flesh,  and  the  Hare  flattered  himself,'  on 
account  of  the  service,  with  the  idea  of  release.  The  fox,  however,  through 
prudence  and  foresight,  had,  a  very  long  time  previously,  dug  a  deep  pit  in 
his  abode  and  had  gradually  carried  out  the  earth  from  it  and  covered  the 
top  of  it  with  a  little  rubbish  and  straw,  and  he  had  also  a  secret  passage  by 
which,  on  emergency,  he  could  make  his  way  out.  When  he  had  sent  the 
Hare  away,*  he  came  to  the  mouth  of  the  pit  and  disposed  the  rubbish  in 
such  a  manner  that  it  would  give  way  on  the  slightest  movement.  He  then 
came  to  the  mouth  of  the  secret  way  and  called  out,  saying,  *  Eespected 
guests,  be  pleased  to  take  the  trouble  of  stepping  forward ! '  and  simulta- 
neously with  their  ingress  he  went  forth  from  that  hole.  The  Hare  with 
prodigious  alacrity,  and  the  wolf  with  the  utmost  greediness,  entered  that  dark 
ceH,  and  their  stepping  on  the  rubbish  was  simultaneous  with  their  falling 
to  the  bottom  of  the  pit.  The  wolf  imagined  that  that  stratagem,  also,  was 
of  the  Hare's  doing  and  he  tore  him  to  pieces  in  an  instant,  and  delivered  the 
world  from  the  reproach  of  his  existence.  And  I  have  adduced  this  story  in 
order  that  thou  mayest  know  that  artifices  do  not  succeed  against  the  wise, 
and  one  who  possesses  a  share  of  caution  and  foresight,  does  not  suffer 


^  Lit. :  *  that  his  breath  had  taken  in  the  fox. 
^  lit. :  '  was  making  his  mouth  sweet.' 
3  Lit. :  *  bound  with  himself  the  thought  of  release.' 

*  The  printed  edition  has,  by  a  typographical  error,  a  *  k  *  for  a  *  g '  in  the  word  ffusUj 
^dismission,'  *  farewell.*  * 
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himself  to  be  infatuated  by  the  deceitM  arts  of  any  one/  Damnah  said,  '  It 
is  as  thou  sayest,  but  the  Ox  is  conceited  of  himself,  and  is  not  on  his  guard 
against  my  hostility ;  and  through  this  supincness  I  may  overthrow  him ;  for 
the  arrow  of  perfidy  which  they  discharge  from  the  ambush  of  friendship, 
penetrates  the  more  deeply ;  and  perhaps  thou  hast  not  heard  in  what  way  the 
treachery  of  that  Hare  became  effectual  against  the  young  Lion,  and  as  he 
was  not  on  the  alert  against  his  treachery,  he  fell,  in  spite  of  his  good  sense 
and  sagacity,  into  the  whirlpool  of  destruction/  Kalilah  inquired  *  How 
was  that  ? ' 

STORY  XIV. 

Damnah  said,  *  They  have  related  that  in  the  environs  of  Baghdad  there 
was  a  meadow,  the  breeze  of  which  might  have  imparted  fixjsh  perfume  to 
the  fragrance  of  Paradise,  and  the  bright  reflection  of  whose  sweet  herbs 
might  have  added  lustre  to  the  eye  of  heaven.  From  every  branch  of  its 
flowery  borders  a  thousand  stars  were  shining,  and  at  the  beauty  of  each  of 
those  stars  the  nine  heavens  were  amazed.^ 

VSH8E. 

There  water  'mid  the  juicy  verdure  glides, 
,  As  in  a  mould  of  lapis  lazuli 

Mercurial  globules— on  the  streamlet's  sides 

TJpspring  sweet  herhs ;  the  dawn  smells  wooingly, 

And  perfume-raining  zephyrs  wanton  by. 

And  in  that  verdant  plain  were  many  wild  beasts,*  and  in  consequence  of  the 
excellent  air  and  exhilarating  country,  and  the  abundance  of  water,  and 
ample  supply  of  food,  they  passed  their  time  in  pleasure  and  enjoyment.  But 
in  that  neighbourhood  lived  a  fierce  and  cruel  Lion,  who  every  day  displayed 
his  ill-omened  visage  to  those  helpless  animals,  and  embittered  their 
happiness  and  existence.  One  day  they,  with  one  accord,  went  to  the 
Lion,  and  after  declaring  their  loyalty  and  submissive  obedience,  said,  '  0 
king !  we  are  thy  subjects  and  followers,  and  thou,  each  day,  after  much 
trouble  and  infinite  exertion,  art  able  to  hunt  down  one  of  us  or  not,  and  we, 
through  dread  of  thee,  are  always  distracted  with  distress,  and  thou,  too,  in 
troublous  inquietude  in  pursuit  of  us.  We  have  now  thought  of  a  plan 
which  may  be  a  source  of  comfort  to  thee,  and  to  us  the  cause  of  seciuity 
and  rest.  If  thou  wilt  discontinue  molesting  us  as  heretofore,  and  wilt  not 
daily  distract  us,  we  will  send  a  quarry  at  breakfast-time  as  a  daily  supply 
for  the  royal  kitchen,  and  will  not  allow  of  any  failure  in  the  performance  of 


1  8ar  ffarddn, '  amazed,'  or  '  reyolving,'    The  ambiguity  is  intentional. 

2  Keene  asain  translates  tnthuah  *  harmless  animals' ;  but,  as  before  said  fp.  85,  n.  1),  I 
cannot  think  that  this  meaning  can  ever  be  attached  to  the  word.  It  signifies  rather  an 
animal  ot  the  desert — fierce,  strong,  and  untamed — from  waJish  *  desolate.' 
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this/  The  Lion  assented  and  they  used  daily  to  cast  lots,  and  on  which- 
ever beast's  name  the  lot  fell^  him  they  used  to  send  as  a  portion  to .  the 
Lion ;  till  in  this  manner  some  time  had  elapsed.  One  day  the  lot  fell  on  a 
Hare,  and  fortune  made  him  a  tai'get  for  the  arrow  of  calamity.  He  said  to 
his  Mends,  '  If  ye  will  show  me  a  little  forbearance  in  despatching  me,  I 
will  deliver  you  fix)m  the  oppression  of  this  tyrant.'  They  replied,  *  There  is 
no  difficulty  about  this.'  The  Hare  delayed  for  an  hour,  till  the  time  of 
breakfast  had  passed,  and  the  ferocious  nature  of  the  Lion  being  excited,  he 
ground  his  teeth  together  from  anger  and  ftuy.  The  Hare  went  very  gently 
towards  him  and  found  him  excessively  vexed.  The  &re  of  hunger  had 
seated  him  on  the  winds,  ^  and  the  glare  of  anger  was  evident  in  all  his 
movements  and  postures. 

OOTTPLBT. 

To  heat  the  stomach's  oren  more  and  more, 
Will  be  disastrous  when  our  food  is  o'er. 

The  Hare  saw  that  the  Lion,  from  excess  of  fruy,  was  lashing  the  ground 
vengeftdly  with  his  tail,  and  wishing  in  his  heart  to  infringe  the  treaty.  He 
advanced  slowly  and  saluted  him.  The  Lion  asked,  *  "Whence  comest  thou  ? 
and  what  are  the  beasts  about  ?  *  He  replied,  *  They,  according  to  established 
custom,  sent  a  Hare  in  company  with  me,  and  we  set  out  together  to  wait  on 
your  highness.  A  Lion  met  us  in  the  way  and  carried  off  the  other  Hare, 
and  in  spite  of  our  vehement  protestations  that,  this  is  the  food  of  the  TciTig  of 
beasts  and  the  allowance  provided  for  their  monarch,  he  heeded  not  my 
words,  and  said,  '  This  is  my  hunting-ground  and  the  game  here  belongs 
to  me.' 

HEMISTICH. 

Perhaps  thou  hast  not  heard  this  proverb,  *  Every  lion  has  his  wood ! ' 

0  king !  he  made  use  of  such  boasts  and  enlarged  so  on  his  own  might  and 
prowess,  that  I  lost  all  patience,  and  running  from  his  presence,  hastened 
hither  that  I  might  represent  to  your  enlightened  mind  the  state  of  the  case.' 
A  blind  sense  of  honor  was  stirred  in  the  Lion  [by  these  words],  and  he 
exclaimed, 

VEBSB. 

*  I  am  he  who  in  dealing  the  thnut'  and  the  blow, 
Will  teach  lions  the  art  of  encountering  the  foe : 
Who  then  is  the  lion  who  will  dare  to  make  prey 
Of  a  quarry  where  I,  and  I  only,  bear  sway  ? 

He  then  added,  '  0  Hare !  canst  thou  show  him  to  me  that  I  may  wrest  from 
him  the  justice  thy  heart  requires,  and  may  also  wreak  on  him  my  own 


^  <  Caused  him  to  be  restless,'  is,  I  suppose,  the  plain  English  of  this  extraordinary 
exprcasioiL. 

*  The  ta^n  is  evidently  here  opposed  to  the  zarb,  which  is  *  the  cut'  of  a  weapon — ta^n 
n  *  the  thrust,'  not,  I  think,  as  Keene  translates  it,  '  taunts,'  which,  in  fiict,  are  worse  than 
useless  in  battle.  • 
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revenge  ? '  The  Hare  replied,  *  Why  should  I  not  be  able,  when  he  has 
spoken  many  disrespectful  things  of  the  king,?  and  had  I  had  the  power,  I 
should  have  made  his  skull  a  cup  ^  for  the  beasts  of  the  desert. 

COUPLET. 

But  I,  in  God,  am  hopefiil  him  to  sec, 

To  my  heart's  triumph,  clutched,  cost  down  by  theo/ 

Saying  this  he  led  the  way,  and  the  simple-hearted  Lion,  ensnared  by  his 
wiles,  went  on  after  him.  The  Hare  brought  the  Lion  to  the  mouth  of  a 
large  weU,  the  water  of  which,  from  its  clearness,  like  a  Chinese  mirror, 
reflected  objects  distinctly,  and  could  faultlessly  represent,  to  the  lookers  in, 
the  external  shape  and  countenance  of  every  one. 

COUPLET. 

None  gazed  therein  but,  on  the  tablet  bright 
Of  its  pure  contents,  read  his  form  aright. 

[The  Hare  said],  *  0  King !  thy  worthless  foe  is  in  this  well  and  I  am  afraid 
of  his  terrors :  if  the  King  will  take  me  up  in  his  arms  I  will  shew  him  his 
enemy.'  The  Lion  lifted  him  up  and  looked  down  into  the  well.  He  beheld 
his  own  shape  and  that  of  the  hare  in  the  water.  He  imagined  that  it  was 
that  very  lion  and  hare  that  had  been  his  own  allotted  food  which  he 
held  in  his  hug.  He  put  down  the  Hare  and  plunged  into  the  well,  and  after 
sinking  twice  or  thrice  consigned  his  bloodthirsty  spirit  to  the  flames  of  hcU :  . 
and  the  Hare  returning  in  safety,  announced  to  the  beasts  the  circumstances  of 
the  adventure,  and  performing  due  thanksgiving  to  God,  fed  at  pleasure  in 
the  gardens  of  security  and  peace,  and  continued  to  recite  this  couplet, 

COUPLET. 

One  draught  of  water,  quit  of  wicked  men,' 
Transcends  a  life  of  threescore  years  and  ten. 

And  by  the  citation  of  this  example  it  may  be  discerned  that  however 
powerM  an  enemy  may  be,  it  is  possible  to  get  the  better  of  him  in  a  moment 
of  supinenesB.'  Kaldah  said,  *  If  thou  destroy  the  Ox,  in  such  a  manner  as 
not  to  afflict  the  lion,  it  might  have  a  shew  of  reason,  and  one  might  excuse  it, 
but  if  his  ruin  is  not  to  be  effected  without  hurt  to  the  lion,  take  care  that 
thou  dost  not  meddle  in  this  matter,  since  no  sensible  person  willingly  disturbs 
his  master  to  secure  his  own  comfort.'  With  these  words  the  conversation 
came  to  an  end,  and  Damnah  having  retired  from  attendance  [on  the  lion], 
betook  himself  to  the  comer  of  retirement,  until  one  day  having  found  an 
opportunity  he  thrust  himself  in  private  upon  the  lion,  and  stood  like  one 


^  This  meaning  of  db  khiird  is  not  fipven  in  the  Dictionary,  nor  is 
juicy,'  or  *fed  with  moisture,*  which  it  evidently  bears  at  p.  106, 1.  7,  of  the 
See  p.  124, 1.  18,  of  thU  translation. 


that  of  *  moist, 

printed  edition. 

p.  124, 1.  18,  of  thuB  translation. 

>  I  take  the  sentiment  intended  by  azptu^i  bad  aigdl  to  be  the  same  as  that  expressed  at 
p.  119, 1.  37.    Kecne  translates  *  after  sad  thoughts.* 
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grieved  and  pensive,  heart-sore  and  hanging  down  his  head.     The  Lion  said, 

*  It  is  some  days  since  I  have  seen  thee,  is  all  well  ? '  He  replied,  *  Please 
God  it  may  turn  out  well!'  The  Lion  was  startled  *  and  said,  *  Has  anything 
happened  ?  *  *  Lideed,  yes  ! '  replied  he.  *  Relate  it, '  said  the  Lion. 
Damnah  answered,  *  Eor  that  a  private  audience  and  leisure  are  necessary.' 

*  This  moment  is  the  time,'  said  the  Lion,  *  explam  it  with  all  despatch,  for 
a  matter  of  importance  admits  not  of  delay,  and  if  the  business  of  to-day  be 
put  off  till  to-morrow  a  thousand  calamities  result. 

00T7PLBT. 

Do  not  procrastinate — ^begin  to  do !  For  in  delay  are  many  OTils,  too. 

Damnah  said,  'Ko  statement,  the  hearing  of  which  may  cause  aversion  in 
the  hearer,  shoiild  be  rashly  delivered,  nor  shoiild  it  be  uttered  without 
thorough  consideration  and  much  thought,  imless  there  be  perfect  confidence 
in  the  good  sense  and  discretion  of  the  hearer,  and  the  latter  too  should  con- 
sider the  circumstances  of  the  speaker,  as  to  whether  he  is  in  a  position  to 
give  £sdth^  advice  or  not,  and  when  he  knows  that  the  speaker  can  have  no 
object  but  the  discharge  of  the  debt  which  he  owes  for  past  favours,  he  ought 
to  listen  to  his  word  with  the  ear  of  attention,  particularly  when  the 
advantages  and  benefits  thereof  will  revert  to  himself.'  The  Lion  said, 
'Thou  knowest  that  I  am  an  exception  to  kings  through  the  excellence  of 
my  judgment  and  the  superabundance  of  my  understanding,  and  that  in 
listening  to  the  words  of  every  one  I  propose  to  myself,  for  observance,  the 
discrimination  that  becomes  a  monarch;  say  therefore,  without  ceremony, 
whatever  thou  wishest,  and  unhesitatragly  reveal  whatever  has  come  into  thy 
mind.'  Damnah  said,  '  I  too  have  found  permission  to  be  thus  bold,  in  that 
my  confidence  in  the  imderstanding  and  wisdom  of  the  king  is  excessive,  and 
it  is  moreover  palpable  that  I  speak  from  pure  affection  and  the  most  gentdne 
honesty,  and  stain  not  my  words  with  doubt  and  suspicion  and  interested 
and  corrupt  motives ;  and,  save  the  touchstone  of  the  imperial  mind,  there  is 
no  standard  for 'assaying  language. 

COUPLET. 

Praise  be  to  Grod !  in  the  imperial  mind,  A  touchstone  of  pure  coin  and  base  we  find.' 

The  Lion  said,  '  The  abundance  of  thy  honesty  is  manifest  and  the  traces 
of  it  are  evident  on  the  visage  of  thy  affairs,  and  thy  words  are  altogether 
pregnant  with  good  feeling  and  excellent  advice,  and  doubt  and  suspicion 
find  no  possibility  of  entering  into  the  precincts  thereof.'  Damnah  said,  '  The 
existence  of  all  the  beasts  is  bound  up  in  the  continuance  of  the  king's  life. 
Wherefore  it  behoves  every  subject  who  is  characterised  and  impressed  with 


^  Lit :  '  was  from  his  place.'     I  note  these  idiomatical  expressions  as  yaloable  to  the 
itodeDt. 
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the  marks  of  smcerity  and  royalty,^  that  he  withhold  nothing  from  the  king 
of  the  right  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  the  representation  of  faithful  counsel : 
for  the  wise  have  decreed  that,  *  Whosoever  conceals  the  tnith  from  the 
king,  keeps  back  an  ailment  from  the  physician,  and  does  not  see  fit  to 
disclose  his  poverty  and  hunger  to  his  Mends,  may  be  regarded  as  a  traitor 
to  himself.'  The  Lion  responded,  'Thy  loyalty  and  singleness  of  mind, 
have  long  ago  been  apparent  to  me  and  I  have  long  since  known  thy 
uprightness  and  good  Mth.  Now  speak!  what  event  has  happened?  in 
order  that,  after  acquaintance  with  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  we  may 
occupy  ourselves  with  deliberation.'  Damnah,  when  he  had  ensnared  the 
Lion  by  his  artful  words,  loosed  his  tongue,  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

'May  wisdom  guide  thee,  king!  and  yictory 
Thee  follow,  and  thy  focmen  yanquished  be ! 

Shanzabah  has  held  private  meetings  with  the  leaders  of  the  army,  and  has 
entered  into  conversation  with  the  Pillars  of  the  state,  and  said,  *  I  have 
tried  the  Lion,  and  fathomed  the  extent  of  his  strength  and  might  and  judg- 
ment and  sagacity,  and  in  each  have  clearly  discerned  many  defects  and 
infinite  weakness. 

COUPLET. 

Not  he  the  hero  that  my  fancy  drew  ; 

He  ia  not  such — my  thought  was  all  untrue. 

And  I  am  in  amazement — ^that  while  the  king  has  shewn  aU  this  profuseness 
in  honoring  that  faithless  ingrate  and  has  made  him  the  'alter  ego' ^ in  the 
government  and  administration  of  the  empire — ^in  return  for  these  favors,  this 
procedure  should  have  been  developed  by  him,  and  in  requital  of  such 
benefits  such  a  pretension  should  have  been  set  up  by  him  :  and  assuredly  in 
accordance  with  the  saying,  '  Verily  man  hecometh  insolent  because  he  seeth 
himself  to  abound  in  riches^  one  who  beholds  his  hand  imrestrained  in  . 
command  and  prohibition,  and  finds  the  reins  for  slackening  .or  compressing 
state  affairs  ia  the  grasp  of  his  own  power,  will  have  eggs  deposited  in  the 
nest  of  the  brain  by  the  imp  of  mischief,  and  the  tempest  of  rebellion  will 
break  forth  from  the  blackness  of  his  heart. 

TBBSE. 

Whom  fortune  raises  from  profound  distress^ 
Exalts,  Ufts  to  the  summit  of  success. 
'Twere  strange  if  he  should  kingly  aims  forego, 
Nor  cast  his  lasso  o.'er  the  struggling  foe. 


'  Lit. :  '  pure  disposition  and  legitimacy.' 

'  Lit. :  *  The  one  of  two.'     I  know  of  no  English  equivalent  to  m'«i  isnain, 
'  Kur'&n,  ch.  xcrl.  6 ;  Sale,  p.  448,  1.  10 :    *  Read,  by  thy  most  beneficent  Lord,  who 
taught  the  use  of  the  pen ;  who  teacheth  man  that  which  he  knoweth  not.  Assuredly.   Verily 
man  becometh  insolent  because  he  seeth  himself  abound  in  riches.  Verily  unto  thy  hand  shall 
be  the  return  of  all.'    In  this  quotation  Ahti  Jahl  is  referred  to,  as  all  commentators  agree. 
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The  Lion  said,  *  0  Damnah !  ponder  well  what  words  these  are  which  thou 
speakest.  Whence  hast  thou  learnt  these  circumstances?  and  if  it  be  as 
thy  words  import,  what  measures  can  be  adopted  in  relation  to  this  affair  ?' 
Damnah  replied,  '  The  loftiness  of  his  rank,  and  the  elevation  of  his  position, 
is  well  known  to  the  king,  and  when  a  sovereign  beholds  one  of  his  servants 
vieing  with  himself  in  rank,  dignity,  wealth  and  pomp,  he  should  speedily 
away  with  him,  otherwise  the  affair  will  become  impracticable,  and  the  king 
will  be  overthrown,  and  as  to  a  remedy  for  this  matter,  in  such-wise  as  the 
enlightened  soul  of  the  king  requires,  how  can  our  dull  mind,  and  deficient 
intelligence  arrive  at  it  ?  But  I  know  this  much,  that  preventive  measures 
should  be  promptly  adopted  in  the  case  of  the  Ox,  and  that  if  your  majesty 
deliberates,  it  is  possible  the  affair  may  come  to  that  point,  that  the  step  of 
counsel  will  be  unequal  to  the  extent  of  its  measurement. 

STANZA. 

Thy  foe  was  but  an  ant,  a  serpent  now  is  he! 

Then  on  this  snake-turned  ant  take  vengeance  now. 
For  soon  this  serpent  will  a  mighty  dragon  be, 

If  thou  delay,  and  him  to  live  allow. 

And  they  have  said  that  men  are  of  two  classes,  the  man  of  caution,  and  the 
weak  man.  The  weak  man  is  he  who,  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  of  an 
event,  and  the  event  of  an  occurrence,  is  confounded  and  distracted,  and  irre- 
solute and  perplexed ;  and  the  man  of  caution  is  he  who,  making  use  of 
foresight,  considers  the  issues  of  affairs ;  and  the  man  of  caution  is  also  of  two 
kinds.  The  first  is  he  who,  before  the  appearance  of  danger  has  already 
thoroughly  appreciated  its  character,  and  who,  in  the  b^inning  of  an  affair, 
by  the  eye  of  understanding,  discerns  what  others  discover  at  the  termi- 
nation, and  who  consults  for  the  issue  of  things  at  their  commencement. 

HBMISTICH. 

Deliberation  first  and  action  last. 

And  such  a  person,  before  falling  into  the  whirlpool  of  calamity,  will  be  able 
to  convey  himself  to  the  shore  of  safety,  and  him  they  caU  *  most  cautious.' 
And  the  other  is  he,  who,  when  calamity  arrives,  maintains  an  unshaken  heart, 
and  does  not  allow  himself  to  be  penetrated  by  dismay  and  terror,  and 
doubtless  from  such  a  person  the  right  road  and  advisable  course  will 
not  remain  concealed,  and  him  they  call  *  cautious.'  And  with  reference  to 
the  state  of  these  three  persons,  of  whom  one  is  wise,  and  the  second  half- 
wise,  and  the  third  ignorant — the  story  of  those  Three  Fishes  is  applicable,  who 
chanced  to  be  together  in  a  pond.'    The  lion  asked,  '  How  befell  that  ? ' 
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STORY  XV. 

I)amiia}i  said,  'They  have  related  that  there  was  a  pool  of  water  at  a 
distance  from  the  highway,  and  hidden  from  the  notice  of  travelersi  and  its 
retired  waters  were  pure  like  the  faith  of  the  spiritualy  and  its  appearance 
such  as  to  suffice  those  who  were  in  search  of  the  water  of  life,  and  this  lake 
communicated  with  a  running  stream.  In  it  abode  three  large  fishes,  such 
that  the  celestial  fish/  through  envy  of  them,  was  broiled  on  the  frying- 
pan  of  jealousy,  like  Aries  by  the  heat  of  the  sun.  And  one  of  those  three 
fishes  was  Yery  Cautious,  and  the  second  Cautious,  and  the  other  Helpless. 
Suddenly,  in  the  season  of  spring,  when  the  world,  from  the  adornment  of  its 
flower-gardens,  was  like  the  garden  of  paradise,  and  aU  parts  of  earth's 
surface,  from  its  bright  and  sweet-scented  plants,  resembled  the  azure  vault 
full  of  stars ;  when  the  chamberlain,  the  morning  breeze,  had  adorned  earth's 
floor  with  many-hued  carpets,  and  the  peerless  gardener  of  creation  had 
ornamented  the  world  with  flowers  of  divers  colors, 

TEBSB. 

Mom's*  muBk-difiiuing  breeze  the  garden  fanned : 
White  as  the  loved  one's  cheek,  the  jasmine  pale 

Hung  gracefiil — and  like  mistress,  smiling  bland, 
Bending  propitious  to  the  lover's  tale — 
To  the  young  breeze  roses  their  hues  unveiL 

All  at  once,  two  or  three  fishermen  happened  to  pass  by  that  water,  and  by 
the  will  of  God  they  discovered  the  circumstances  of  the  abode  of  those  three 
fishes  in  that  lake,  exactiy  as  things  really  were.  Having  agreed  therefore 
on  a  rendezvous  with  one  another,  they  hastened  to  bring  their  nets,  and  the 
fishes,  having  gained  intelligence  of  that  circumstance,  immersed  as  they 
were  in  water  were,  nevertheless,  made  to  consort  with  the  fire  of  anguish. 
When  night  drew  on,  the  fish  that  was  perfectiy  wise  and  possessed  extreme 
caution,  inasmuch  as  he  had  often  witnessed  the  violence  of  oppressive  fortune, 
and  the  petulance  of  the  faithless  heavens,  and  as  his  foot  was  planted  firmly 
on  the  carpet  of  experience,  began  to  refiect  on  the  means  of  escape  from  the 
net  of  the  fishennen,  and  to  ponder  on  deliveranoe  from  their  bonds. 

TEBSB, 

Own  him  as  prudent  and  as  throughly  wise, 

Who  founds  his  actions  on  a  hase  secure. 
But  in  whose  caution  aught  defective  lies, 

His  ground  of  action  is  most  weak,  he  sure. 

He  therefore  adopted  expeditious  measures,  and  before  even  consulting  with 


1  Alias  the  sign  Pisces. 

>  I  have  slightly  amplified  these  verses.    In  Eeene's  translation,  doubtless  from  a 
typographical  error,  we  read :  *  The  garden  was  loaded  with  musk  by  the  breeze  of  the  moanP 
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his  Mends,  made  his  exit  on  the  side  adjacent  to  the  flowing  stream.  In  the 
morning  the  fishermen  came  and  firmly  secured  hoth  sides  of  the  lake.  Then 
the  half- wise  fish,  who  was  adorned  with  the  ornament  of  good  sense,  hut 
who  possessed  no  share  of  the  stores  of  experience,  when  he  heheld  this  state 
of  things,  felt  much  contrition,  and  said,  *  I  have  chosen  to  he  negligent, 
and  the  termination  of  the  affairs  of  the  supine  is  like  the  present.  It 
hehoved  me,  like  that  other  fish,  hefore  the  descent  of  calamity,  to  have  taken 
thought  for  myself,  and  preyious  to  the  assault  of  misfortune  to  have 
pondered  the  way  to  escape. 

OOUPLBT. 

Think  of  the  cure  before  the  thing  oocun, 
He  grieyes  in  Tain  who  till  'tis  past  defers. 

Now  since  the  opportunity  of  fiight  is  gone,  it  is  the  time  for  stratagem  and 
artifice,  and  although  they  have  said  that  deliheration  during  the  time  of 
disaster  yields  hut  little  advantage,  and  hut  small  fruition  is  derivable 
from  the  produce  of  good  sense  in  the  period  of  calamity ;  still,  notwith> 
standing  all  this,  it  behoves  a  wise  man  in  no  way  to  despair  of  the  benefits 
of  wisdom,  nor  to  allow  of  delay  or  tardiness  in  repelling  the  devices  of  an 
enemy.  He  then  made  himself  appear  dead,  and  went  floating  on  the 
sur&ce  of  the  water.  One  of  the  fishermen  picked  him  up,  and  fancying  him 
to  be  dead,  threw  him  on  the  ground ;  and  he,  craftily  flinging  himself  into  a 
rivulet,  preserved  his  life. 

COUPLBT. 

Die,  friend !  if  thou  enfranchisement  wonldst  gain, 
Undyingi  thou  canst  not  thy  friend  obtain. 

AnH  the  other  fish  in  whose  proceedings  supineness  prevailed,  and  in 
whose  actions  imbecility  was  apparent,  darted  about  right  and  left,  astounded 
and  bewildered  and  fatuous,  and,  trying  to  escape,  rushed  to  the  sur&ce 
and  to  the  bottom,^  until  at  last  he  was  captured.  And  by  considering 
Ihis  story,  the  prince  may  be  convinced  that  measures  should  be  speedily 
taken  with  reference  to  Shanzabah;  and  before  opportunity  and  power 
expire,  he  should  strike  the  fire  of  regret  into  the  soul  of  that  miscreant, 
with  a  high-tempered  sword ;  and  having  given  the  harvest  of  his  life  to  the 
winds  of  destruction,  raise  up  the  smoke  of  affliction '  from  his  fEumly  to 
the  sky. 

OOUPLBT. 

Hast  thou  the  mastery  o'er  thy  treacherous  foe, 
His  brains  then  shatter  with  the  stone  of  woe.' 

The  Lion  said,  '  I  understand  what  thou  hast  spoken,  but  I  have  no 
suspicion  that  Shanzabah  meditates  any  treason,  and  will  allow  himself  to 


1  Keene  seems  to  hare  had  a  different  reading,  as  he  translates,  *  and  kept  looking  to 
the  flurikce  and  to  the  bottom.' 

'  Dkd  signifies  the  '  breath  of  anguish,'  as  well  as  *  smoke.' 

k2 
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requite  past  favorB  by  subseqaent  ingratitude,  for  up  to  this  period  I  have 
indulged  in  nothing  but  goodness  and  kindness  towards  bim.'  Damnah 
responded,  *  Exactly  so,  but  by  these  bounties  of  the  King  he  has  reached 
his  present  elevation. 

COUPLET. 

At  thy  free  will  to  smite,  select  the  spot, 

Since  thoa  wilt  salve  the  wound — ^it  matters  not. 

A  worthless  fellow  naturally  bad,  will  be  a  sincere  and  loyal  adviser  so  long 
as  he  has  not  reached  the  station  which  he  hopes  to  gain,  but  when  his  wish 
is  accomplished,  ambition  to  obtain  further  advancement — ^which  befits  him  not 
— ^will  shew  itself  firom  the  store-house  of  his  thoughts :  and  the  wise  have 
said  ^  that  the  service  of  the  mean  and  ignoble  is  based  on  the  canon  of  fear 
and  hope.  When  once  he  is  secure  firom  the  intrusions  of  fear,  he  darkens 
the  fountain  of  his  loyalty,  and  when  he  has  been  rendered  independent  by 
the  attainment  of  his  object,  he  kindles  the  fire  of  ingratitude  and  mischief.' 
The  Lion  said,  '  How  then  ought  we  to  treat  servants  of  a  base  disposition 
and  sordid  mind,  in  order  that  the  traces  of  their  ingratitude  may  not  be 
evinced?'  Damnah  replied,  'You  ought  not  to  exclude  them  from  your 
favors  to  such  a  degree  that  they  should  suddenly  despond,  and,  abandoning 
your  service,  affect  the  side  of  your  enemies ;  nor  ought  you  so  to  bestow  on 
them  &vors  and  wealth,  that,  having  reached  the  zenith  of  success,  extrava- 
gant fimcies  may  develop  themselves  in  them.  But  rather  they  ought  to  pass 
their  life  always  between  hope  and  fear,  and  their  course  of  action  should  be 
perpetually  governed  by  promises  and  threats,  and  dread  and  expectation; 
since  opulence  and  immunity  make  them  self-sufficient,  and  that  becomes  a 
cause  of  rebellion  and  guilt;  and  [on  the  other  hand]  despair  and  destitution 
render  menials  bold,  and  hence  arises  injury  to  the  royal  power. 

COUPLET. 

Despair  makes  man  audacious — ^insolent: 
0  friend !  my  desperation  then  prevent.' 

The  lion  said,  *  To  my  mind  it  seems  that  the  mirror  of  Shanzabah's 
condition,  is  pure  firom  the  stain  of  this  deceit,  and  the  page  of  his  heart 
clear  and  unsullied  by  the  character  of  these  thoughts ;  and  I  have  always 
been  in  the  position  of  benefactor  towards  him,  and  have  continuously 
associated  his  career  with  indulgence,  and  after  an  undeviating  course  of 
kindness  and  favor  to  him  firom  me,  how  could  he  devisd  evil  and  mischief  in 
return? 

COUPLET. 

My  heart  affection's  flag  for  him  displays, 
Why  should  he  then  a  hostile  banner  raise?' 


^  I  have  generally  translated  buzurgdn  *■  the  wise/  and  Ecene  still  more  invariably  renders 
the  ancients.'    Tne  word  may,  1  think,  have  either  meaning. 
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Damnah  said,  '  The  king  must  understand  that  straightforward  conduct 

never  proceeds  from  a  crooked  nature,  and  that  one  of  an  evil  disposition  and 

a  had  stock,  neither  by  the  efforts  of  others  nor  self-exertion,  will  become  of 

a  praiseworthy  character  or  pure,  for  *  Every  vessel  allows  that  to  percolate 

which  is  in  it.* 

HiaasTicH. 

That  from  the  jar  exudes  which  is  within. 

But  perhaps  the  story  of  the  Scorpion  and  the  Tortoise  may  not  have  reached 
the  august  hearing  of  your  majesty  ? '     The  Lion  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STOKY  XVI. 

Damnah  said,  *  A  Tortoise  had  a  friendship  with  a  Scorpion,  and  they 
always  reciprocated  the  breathings  of  attachment,  and  practised  unanimity. 

COUPLBT. 

From  mom  till  eve  alUes,  aflsociates  they; 
CompanionB,  firiends — ^till  night  gave  place  to  day. 

Once  on  a  time  it  so  happened  that  in  obedience  to  an  exigency,  they 
were  compelled  to  migrate  frx)m  their  country,  and  in  companionship  with 
one  another,  sought  a  more  secure  abode.  By  chance  their  way  lay  across 
a  mighty  stream,  and  a  vast  river  intercepted  their  passage,  and  as  it  was 
impossible  for  the  Scorpion  to  cross  water,  he  remained  aghast.  The  Tortoise 
said,  j'  Dear  friend !  what  has  come  to  thee  that  thou  hast  given  the  collar  of 
the  robe  of  life  into  the  hand  of  grief,  and  snatched  the  skirt  of  thy  heart 
from  gladness  and  mirth  ? '  The  Scorpion  replied,  *  0  brother !  anxiety  how 
to  pass  this  water  hast  cast  me  into  the  whirlpool  of  dismay.  It  is  neither 
possible  to  cross  the  water,  nor  can  the  separation  from  my  friend  be  endured. 

COUPLET. 

Thou  goest  on,  and  I  alone  all  sorrowful  am  left : 
Strange  that  I  tarry  and  gunriTe  at  all  of  thee  hereft ! 

The  Tortoise  said,  *  Do  not  distress  thyself,  for  I  will  convey  thee  without 
inconvenience  across  the  water  and  bring  thee  to  the  shore ;  and  making  a 
Tesael  of  my  back  will  shield  thee  from  calamity  with  my  breast,  for  it  would 
be  a  pity  to  gain  a  friend  with  difficulty,  and  let  him  slip  with  indifference.' 

COUPLBT. 

60 !  and  with  all  thou  hast  a  friend  secure, 
And  let  not  aught  to  sell  him  thee  allure. 

Then  the  Tortoise  having  taken  the  Scorpion  on  his  back,  breasted  the 
water,  and  set  off.  In  the  middle  pf  the  swim  a  sound  reached  the  ear  of  the 
Tortoise  and  he  perceived  a  tapping  made  by  the  Scorpion.*  He  asked,  *  What 


'  With  deference  to  E&shifi,  this  is  impossible.    The  scorpion's  sting  is  so  placed  that 
it  can  sting  nothing  below  itself. 
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noise  is  this  that  I  hear  ?  and  what  operation  is  this  in  which  thon  art 
employing  thyself?'  The  Scorpion  replied,  '  I  am  trying  the  sharp  point  of 
my  sting  against  the  armour  of  thy  hody.'  ^  The  Tortoise  was  thunderH»tracky 
and  ezclaimedy  *  0  unfeeling  wretch !  I,  for  thy  sake,  have  cast  my  life  into 
the  whirlpool  of  danger,  and  hy  the  aid  of  the  barque  of  my  back  thou  art 
crossing  this  water ;  if  thou  dost  not  feel  obliged  for  the  favor,  and  aUowest 
no  weight  to  our  old  companionship,  what  at  least  is  the  reason  for  stinging, 
when  moreover  it  is  positively  certain  that  no  injury  will  reach  me  from  this 
action,  and  that  thy  heart-lacerating  sting  will  have  no  effect  upon  my 
marble-like  back  ? 

COUPLET. 

'TiB  like  that  he  hin  hands  and  heart  will  pang, 
Who  in  blind  anger  BtriveB  a  wall  to  hang.' 

The  Scorpion  answered,  '  God  forbid  that  sentiments  like  these  should 
approach  my  mind  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life  or  should  have  ever  done 
so !  It  is  nothing  more  than  this,  that  my  nature  instigates  me  to  sting, 
whether  I  wound  the  back  of  a  Mend  or  the  breast  of  a  foe. 

STANZA. 

He  that  heoomes  inured  to  doing  ill,  His  bent  will  shew  itself  against  Ms  wilL 

The  scorpion  powerless  against  a  stone.         Will  make  e'en  there  his  stinging  habit  known.' 

The  tortoise  reflected  thus,  '  Truly  have  the  sages  said  that  to  cherish  a  base 
character  is  to  give  one's  own  honor  to  the  wind,  and  to  involve  one's  own 
self  in  embarrassment.' 

COUPLET. 

We  may  not  grudge  perhaps  to  strew  the  mire  with  gems  and  gold, 
Bat  from  the  base  our  kindness  we  and  favour  should  withhold. 

It  is  a  saying  of  the  ancients,  that  hope  has  no  portion  in  the  man  who  has 

no  nobility  in  his  descent,  since  it  would  be  inadmissible  for  the  scion  of  a 

corrupt  stock  to  leave  the  world  without  requiting  with  evil  the  parties  who 

have  benefited  him. 

STANZA. 

How  can  one  base  by  nature  be  instructed  ?  Why 
Foster  a  serpent  in  one's  house  ?    Ko  pains  nor  care 

Will  the  cane's  flavour  to  harsh  colocynth  supply : 
Who  sows  the  thorn  will  not  reap  roses  there. 

And  by  citing  this  story,  it  will  have  crossed  the  enlightened  mind  of  the 
king,  that  Shanzabah's  lack  of  noble  descent,  and  the  baseness  of  his  nature, 
ought  to  cause  him  apprehension,  and  that  he  ought  to  listen  with  the  ear  of 
attention  to  the  advice  of  his  attached  dependants.  Whoever  gives  no  heed  to 
the  words  of  councillors,  though  they  be  harsh  and  undeferential,  the  issue  of 
his  transactions,  and  the  termination  of 'his  affairs,  will  not  be  devoid  of 


^  Eeene  reads  for  jauahan-i  tcujitd-i  tit  *  the  armour  of  thy  body,'  jauthan  wa  khud^i  tu, 
*  on  thy  armour  and  helmet,'  which  is  also  a  good  reading. 
'  Lit. :  '  to  lose  the  clue  of  one's  own  affairs.' 
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regret  and  reproach :  as  when  an  inyalid  looks  contemptuously  on  the 
directions  of  the  physician,  and  eats  and  drinks  according  to  his  inclination^ 
most  certainly  weakness  and  dehiUty  will  every  moment  prevail  more  and 
more  over  him. 

C0X7PLBT. 

What  hann,  though  stern  and  rough  thy  Mentor's  tongue  ;\ 
To  bitter  patience^  sweetest  fruits  belong. 

And  it  must  he  understood  that  the  weakest  of  princes  is  he  who  is  careless 
of  the  issues  of  affairs,  and  who  despises  the  concerns  of  the  kingdom,  and, 
whenever  an  event  of  importance  occurs,  lays  aside  caution  and  circum- 
spection, and  after  opportunity  has  expired,  and  the  enemy  has  got  the 
mastery,  casts  suspicion  on  those  about  him,  and  imputes^  to  them  indis- 
criminately the  then  state  of  things. 

QUATBAIN. 

Why  to  another's  care  consign 

Schemes  that  thine  own  exertions  claim? 
And  when  thou  hast  been  thus  supine, 

Why  on  another  hang  the  blame?' 

The  Lion  said,  '  Eight  roughly  hast  thou  spoken  and  hast  overstepped  the 
limits  of  respect,  yet  the  words  of  a  coimciUor  should  not  be  rejected  because 
they  are  harsh.  On  the  supposition  that  Shanzabah  be  my  enemy,  the 
extent  of  his  power  is  clear  enough,  and  in  point  of  fact,  he  is  my  food,  and 
his  material  energies'  derive  their  existence  from  herbs,  while  the  support  of 
my  strength  is  drawn  from  flesh,  and  vegetable  natures  are  always  subdued 
by  animal,  and  I  do  not  make  such  account  of  him  as  to  suppose  that  the 
thought  of  encountering  me  would  pass  through  his  mind,  or  that  the  insane 
idea  of  slaying  me  should  find  place  in  his  heart's  core.'^ 

OOUPLBT. 

When  shall  a  foeman  boast  of  waging  war  with  one  like  me  ? 
Shall  fierce  elephants  matched  in  contest  with  weak  midges  be  ? 

And  if  Shanzabah  should  pretend,  like  the  moon,  to  rival  the  sun  of  my 
splendour,  which  shines  from  the  horizon  of  the  divine  favor,  he  will  wane 
and  fail;  and  if,  like  the  sim,  he  array'  himself  against  the  crescent  on  my 
august  and  phoenix-like  canopy,  which  is  a  symbol  of  that  of  heaven,  he  will 
in  the  end  sink.' 


*  There  is  a  fitvourite  pun  here  on  the  word  Mbfy  which  means  *  patience,'  and  also 
'  bitter  aloes.' 

'  I  fear  this  scfhse  can  hardly  be  given  to  haicdlah  kunad,  but  were  it  possible,  it  would  suit 
what  precedes  better  than  '  deWates  the  matter  to  any  one  of  them,'  as  that  were  hardly 
practicable  after  the  foe  had  got  the  mastery. 

'  Harakat  means  also  *■  motion,'  conduct.' 

*•  SuuHiidd  is  the  diminutive  of  saudd  and  signifies,  *  coriander  seed,'  '  any  little  black  seed 
or  pip,' — Whence,  as  it  were  *  the  seed  of  the  heart,*  or  *  the  heart's  core.' 

^  I  have  made  a  weak  attempt  to  preserve  the  equivoque  here.  Tigh  signifies  *  ray,'  as 
well  as  'sword.'  _  The  word  mdhichah,  the  diminutive  of  'moon,'  has  been  omitted  from 
the  Persian  Dictionary,  but  ntdhehah  is  given. 
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The  empty-handed,  who  would  imitate 

The  rich,  is  like  a  limping  palfrey,  whose 
Pace  affects  an  amhle.    I  made  him  great, 

And  I,  too,  can  soon  o'er  him  cast  the  noose.* 

Bamnah  said,  'The  king  should  not  be  misled  by  what  he  says  as  to 
Shanzabah's  being  his  food,  or  that  he  is  able  to  oyercome  him,  suice,  although, 
in  his  own  person,  he  may  not  have  power  for  the  encounter,  he  may  by  the 
aid  of  a  number  of  his  allies  advance  towards  his  object,  or  by  dissimulation 
and  fraud,  and  lying  tales,  and  perfidy,  excite  mischievous  delusions ; '  and 
I  fear  lest  when  he  has  implanted  in  the  beasts  a  zeal  of  opposition  to  the 
king,  they  may  act  in  unison  with  him,  and  a  single  person,  however  strong- 
bodied  and  powerful  he  may  be,  cannot  make  head  against  many. 

BTANZA. 

Gnats  will  an  elephant  overcome,  if  they 

Unite  against  their  foe  so  huge  and  grim. 
And  ants  collected  in  one  dense  array, 

Though  fierce  the  lion  he,  will  yanqnish  him.^ 

The  lion  said,  '  Thy  words  have  made  an  impression  on  my  heart,  and  I 
perceive  the  sincerity  of  thy  advice,  but  nevertheless  this  person  is  [in  the 
sacred  character  of]  a  suppliant*  to  me,  for  I  have  raised  him  up,  and  it  is  I 
who  have  set  up  the  banner  of  his  power  and  advancement,  and  have 
uttered  encomiums  of  him  in  assemblies  and  meetings,  and  have  poured  from 
my  tongue  statements  of  his  intelligence,  and  loyalty,  aad  sincerity,  and 
uprightness.  If  then  I  aUow  myself  to  declare  the  contrary  of  this,  I  shall  be 
charged  with  breaking  my  word,  and  personal  levity,  and  weakness  of 
judgment,  and  aU  hearts  will  hold  my  words  in  reprobation,  and  all  minds 
disregard  my  promises.' 

C0T7FLET. 

The  head  thou  didst  with  glory  crown,  Whilst  thou  art  able  cast  not  down. 

Bamnah  replied,  '  Eight  judgment  and  prudence  lies  in  withdrawing  one's 
business  and  plucking  the  skirt  of  friendship  and  companionship  from  a 
friend  the  instant  he  shews  signs  of  enmity,  and  from  a  servant  as  soon  as  he 
displays  the  airs  of  a  prince,  and  before  an  enemy  can  find  opportunity  for 
breakfast,  to  have  his  supper  ready  for  h\m ;  and  though  a  tooth  be  man*s  old 


^  Lit. :  '  1  made  that  quarry  proudly  raise  the  head ;  1  can  again  cast  the  lasso  on  his 
neck.* 

>  Lit. :  '  May  rai«e  up  figures.'  The  phrase  nakthhd  bar  angikhtan  deserres  an  explana- 
tion in  the  Dictionary. 

3  This  stanza  occurs  in  the  third  hook  of  the  Gulist&n,  p.  187  of  my  translation  and 
p.  124  of  the  Persian  text,  where  for  mardiy  Ht.  *  manliness/  we  find  the  much  better 
reading  tundi,  *  fury,'  and  for  ba  dar  drand  the  inaccurate  ba-ddrand,  which  with  piut  is 
rendered  *  yanquish,'  but  is  rather  *  flay.' 

*  Lit. :  *  Skirt-holder.'  Eecne's  yersion  is,  *but  then  this  idea  clings  to  me,  that  I  have 
raised  him.'     But  guraiy  I  imagine,  is  better  rendered  *  person '  than  *  idea.* 
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comrade,  and  a  source  of  various  benefits  and  advantages  to  him,  when  it 
begins  to  ache  he  can  find  no  cure  for  the  torment  of  it,  save  by  extraction ; 
and  food  which  supplies  the  waste  ^  [of  our  coiporeal  frame],  and  is  the 
support  of  the  material  of  life,  after  it  has  become  corrupt  in  the  belly,  must 
be  expelled  in  order  that  one  may  be  quit  of  its  injurious  efiects. 

COUPLET. 

He  who  to  tby  afflicted  heart  no  gladness  now  supplies, 

Forsake  him,  though  thou,  as  thy  life,  didst  him  once  love  and  prize.' 

The  insidious  whispers  of  Bamnah  having  made  an  impression  on  the 
Lion,  he  said,  '  I  am  disgusted  with  the  society  of  Shanzabah,  and  for  me  to 
meet  him  again  is  of  the  number  of  impossibilities.  The  best  way  is  to  send 
some  one  to  him  and  declare  to  him  how  matters  stand,  and  give  him 
permission  to  go  where  he  likes.'  Banmah  was  afraid  that  if  these  words 
should  reach  Shanzabah,  he  would  presently  make  known  to  the  Lion  his 
letters  of  indemnity,^  and  that  his  (Bamnah' s)  deceit  and  artifice  would  come 
from  the  hidden  chamber  of  concealment  into  the  expanse  of  manifestation. 
He  said  [therefore],  '  0  king !  this  method  is  far  frx)m  prudent,  and  so  long 
as  a  word  has  not  been  spoken  there  is  room  for  option  left,  but  after 
declaration,  the  remedy  has  gone  beyond  the  confines  of  ability. 

COUPLBT. 

Thou  canst  the  unsaid  or  say,  or  else  ahstain,  Once  spoken  no  concealment  will  remain. 

The  word  which  has  issued  from  the  mouth,  and  the  arrow  from  the  bow, 
return  not,  either  the  one  to  the  option,'  or  the  other  to  the  string;^  and  it  has 
passed  into  a  proverb,  that  whatever  comes  to  the  Hp  may  prove  a  slip,*  and, 
a  sage  has  said,  '  The  tongue  is  the  interpreter  of  the  heart,  and  the  heart 
the  ruler  of  the  dominion  of  the  body,  and  speech  is  the .  displayer  of  the 
jewels  of  existence.'  As  long  as  the  door  of  the  casket  of  speech  is  fitstened 
with  the  bolt  of  silence,  and  the  seal  of  taciturnity  is  placed  on  the  lid  of  the 
repertory  of  discourse,  aU  the  sweet  herbs  in  the  garden  of  life  grow  safely, 
and  the  young  tree  of  existence  yields  all  the  fruit  of  security  and  enjoyment; 
hut,  when  the  rose-bud  of  eloquence  unfolds  its  smiles,  and  the  nightingale 
of  oratory  begins  to  warble,  one  cannot  be  safe,  for  the  perfume  of  the  rose- 
garden  of  language  will  be  the  source  of  gladness  to  the  heart,  and  invigo- 
ration  to  the  brain,  or  the  cause  of  the  display  of  the  material  ^  of  the  defluxion 


^  Md  yatahallal,  *  that  which  is  loosened  or  dissolved,'  aorist  of  tahalltUy  5th  conj.  of  halL 
'  Keenc  translates  *  he  would  instantly  make  his  innocence  and  gratitude  clear,'  whence 

I  suspect  his  reading  must  have  been  a  (ufferent  one  from  that  in  the  text — bardt-i  umnuU'i 

Wtd  bar  shir  riuhan  adzad. 
»  Lit. :  'To  the  hand.' 

*  Lit.  :  *  Thumb-stall.'    Eeene  renders  the  word  shast  *  aiming-point.' 

^  There  is  an  equivoque  here,  which  I  have  tried  to  retain  in  English ;  it  is  *  Whatever 
comes  to  the  (zabdnj  *  tongue,'  comes  to  (ziydn)  *loss.' 

•  This  verbiage  goes  beyond  the  limits  of  even  Persian  endurance.      One  MS.  omits  *Ulai 
but  I  would  rather  cfispcnse  with  zuhur^  or  mdddah  or  both. 
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of  the  brain  and  the  occasion  of  megrims ;  for  tongues  which  had  been  bound, 
have  by  one  approved  and  clever  speech  solved  many  difficult  knots;  and 
mischievous  words  have  by  a  single  inopportune  allusion,  bound  the  neck  of 
the  speaker  with  heavy  chains. 

STANZA. 

If  language  with  the  eye  of  sense  yon  scan. 

Its  stuff  combines  a  blessing  and  a  ban : 

Tes !  for  the  meed  of  wit  unspoke  before, 

May  make  an  outcast  or  to  life  restore ;  ^ 

And  oft  the  utterance  of  a  word — though  slight — 

Has  crushed  the  speaker  in  eternal  night. '  ' 

0  king !  if  these  words  should  reach  Shanzabah,  and  he  should  discover 
the  nature  of  his  situation  and  ascertain  his  disgrace,  it  is  possible  that  he 
may  attempt  to  resist,  and  begin  to  fight  or  excite  rebellion :  and  masters  of 
prudence  have  not  thought  secret  punishment  suitable  for  a  public  offence, 
nor  assigned  public  punishment  to  secret  crimes.  The  advisable  course  is 
to  meet  his  concealed  offence  with  a  hidden  retribution.'  The  Lion  said, 
'To  banish  and  remove  my  intimates  on  mere  suspicion,  and,  without  a 
palpable  certainty,  to  endeavour  to  ignore  aU  their  claims,  is  with  one's  own 
hand  to  strike  an  axe  against  one's  own  foot,  and  to  turn  suddenly  aside  from 
the  path  of  generous  conduct  and  the  road  of  good  faith. 

STANZA. 

Nor  law,  nor  reason,  could  to  this  agree, 
That  without  proof^  kings  should  their  judgment  giye ; 

For  their  high  mandate,  like  hearen's  own  decree, 
Kow  snatches  life  away — ^now  grants  to  live.' 

Bamnah  replied,  '  There  is  no  evidence  that  rulers  can  have  better  than 
their  own  discernment.  When  this  perfidious  traitor  approaches,  let  the  king 
cast  a  scrutinizing  glance  upon  him,  and  the  foulness  of  his  principles  will  be 
exhibited  ia  his  graceless  visage,  and  the  deformity  of  his  purpose  in  his 
repulsive  appearance,  and  the  crookedness  of  his  heart  will  be  shewn  by  his 
changing  color,'  and  his  emotion  as  he  advances,  and  by  his  looking  to  the 
left  and  right,  and  before  and  behind  him,  and  by  his  being  prepared  for  a 
struggle  and  collected  for  an  encounter.'  The  Lion  said,  '  Thou  hast  well 
said,  and  if  any  of  these  signs  be  observable,  of  course  the  dust  of  doubt  will 
be  removed  from  the  path  of  certainty,  and  the  anxiety  of  suspicion  will  be 
changed  for  a  state  of  absolute  conviction.'     When  Damnah  perceived  that 


^  Keene  translates,  '  and  the  proof  to  be  given  is  this,  that  a  witty  thing,  not  said  before, 
may  distress  a  man  by  yexation  of  heart,  or  give  him  life/     In  the  next  sentence  he  renders 
kamin  *  the  ambush,'  hut  I  take  it  as  an  adjective  agreeing  with  lafzt. 
3  Lit. :  *  Gives  the  speaker  to  the  wind,  the  instant  that  he  utters  it.' 
s  *  Changing  colour'  is  certainly  very  inapplicable  to  an  ox.    This  is  the  absurdity  of  an 
apologue,  which,  after  all,  seems  to  me  a  most  unnatural  and  unnecessary  invention. 
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by  his  mischief-ezcitiiig  insmuatioiiSy  the  fire  of  calamity  had  began  to  blaze 
on  that  side,  he  wished  to  see  the  Ox,  and  on  his  part,  too,  to  kindle  the 
flame  of  disastrous  results. 

COXTPLET. 

Like  fire  is  strife  betwixt  two  enemies,  The  luckless  mlBchief-maker  wood  supplies.^ 

He  bethought  himself  that  his  interview  with  Shanzabah  ought  also  to 
spring  from  the  Lion's  suggestion  and  advice,  that  he  might  avoid  suspicion. 
He  said  [therefore],  *  0  king !  if  the  high  command  obtains  the  honor  of 
being  issued,  I  will  see  ^lanzabah,  and  having  ascertained  somewhat  of  the 
secrets  of  his  mind  and  of  his  hoarded  intentions,  I  will  respectfully  state  it.' 
The  Lion  gave  his  permission,  and  Damnah  approached  Shanzabah  like  one 
grief-stricken  and  visited  by  calamity,  and  performed  the  required  salutations 
and  compliments.  Shanzabah,  after  shewing  him  suitable  respect,  thus,  with 
courtesy  and  affection,  addressed  him ;  '  0  Damnah ! 

HBMIBTICH. 

Bethink  thee  ever  thoa  forgettest  me! 

It  is  many  days  siuce  thou  hast  enlightened  the  eyes  of  thy  intimates 
with  the  rays  of  thy  beauty,  or  converted  the  cottage  of  thy  friends 
into  a  rose-garden  with  the  flowers  of  the  plants  of  social  and  kindly 
intercouiae. 

C0X7PLBT. 

Through  ages  thon — one  moment  e'en — ^thy  firiend  recallest  not, 
Tet  not  one  moment  is  by  him  the  thought  of  thee  forgot' 

Damnali  said,  '  Though  personally  I  have  been  excluded  from  the  honor 
of  an  interview,  yet  in  thought  and  spirit  I  have  constantly  kept  company 
with  the  idea  of  thy  heart-enlivening  beauty,  and  have  onceasingly  sown  the 
seed  of  friendship  and  affection  in  the  ground  of  the  heart. 

COUPLET. 

To  thee  my  soul !  1  from  my  heart  have  secret  windows  made, 
Unknown  to  thee,  and  yet  with  thee,  full  oft  in  love  I've  played. 

And  in  the  cell  of  retirement  and  the  comer  of  solitude,  I  have  been  engaged 
in  the  daily  duties  of  prayer  and  praise,  which  may  be  to  thee  the  cause  of 
increasing  fortune ;  and  I  shall  continue  so  occupied.'  The  Ox  said,  '  What 
is  the  cause  of  this  retirement  ? '  Damnah  replied,  '  When  a  person  cannot  be 
master  of  his  own  will,  and  is  captive  to  the  authority  of  another,  and  draws 
not  a  single  breath  without  fear  and  danger,  and  does  not  pass  a  moment 
without  dread  and  trembling  for  his  life  and  body,  and  when  he  cannot  utter 
a  word  without  terror  and  alarm,  wherefore  not  choose  the  comer  of  his  cot 
and  close  the  door  in  retirement  against  both  stranger  and  acquaintance  i 


^  These  lines  occur  in  the  eighth  chapter  of  the  Gulistiin,  p.  267, 1.  15  of  my  translation. 


140  AITTAR-I  STTHALLi;   OB^    THE  XJOHXS  OF  CANOPUS. 

QUAT&AJN. 

From  the  mischief  of  this  troublous  [false  and  fickle]  world  [of  pain], 
Up,  [my  friend !]  and  some  asylum — where  thou  canst  it  find — obtain ; 
But  if  thou  no  foot  to  flee  hast,  then  at  least  thy  hand  extend ! 
Grasp  the  skirt  of  safe  retirement  [and  there  let  thy  soirow  end].' 

The  Ox  answered,  *  0  Damnah !  develope  thy  statement  more  clearly, 
and  explain,  in  detail,  the  matter  to  which  thou  hast  briefly  alluded,  in  order 
that  the  advantage  of  thy  counsels  may  be  more  general,  and  the  benefit  of 
thy  discourse  more  complete.'  Damnah  responded,  *  Six  things  in  this  world 
are  impossible  without  six  things,  viz. : — ^worldly  wealth  without  pride,  and* 
the  pursuit  of  the  objects  of  desire  without  difficulty,  and  to  sit  with  women 
without  calamity,  and  to  expect'  aught  from  the  sordid  without  disgrace, 
and  association  with  the  wicked  without  regret,  and  attendance  on  kings 
without  misfortune.  To  no  one  do  they  give  a  draught  from  the  wine-cellar 
of  the  world,  but  he  becomes  intoxicated  and  presumptuous,  and  raises  up  the 
head  of  rebellion  from  the  collar  of  contumacy  and  pride.  And  no  one 
moves  a  step  in  pursuit  of  lust  that  he  does  not  fall  into  a  state  of  ruin ;  and 
no  man  sits  with  women  but  he  becomes  calamitously  involved  in  a  variety 
of  mischievous  results ;  and  no  person  enters  into  friendship  with  wicked 
and  depraved  men,  but  eventually  loads  himself  with  remorse  ;  and  no  one 
applies  to  mean  and  low  people  who  does  not  become  contemptible  and 
dishonored;  and  not  an  individual  chooses  to  attend  on  princes  without 
finding  it  impossible  to  escape  from  that  cruel  vortex. 

TEBSB. 

Wouldst  thou  judge  right  of  princes'  company  ? 
Then  view  it  as  a  Tast  and  shoreless  sea. 
To  such  an  ocean  fall  of  risk  and  fear. 
Most  wretched  aye  the  man  that  is  most  near. 

And  on  the  same  subject  they  have  said, 

OOUFLET. 

Upon  the  sea  'tis  true  is  boundless  gain 
Wouldst  thou  be  safe? — ^upon  the  shore  remain.'' 

Shanzabah  said,  'Thy  words  indicate  that  thou  hast  met  with  something 
ofiPensive  from  the  Lion,  and  that  thou  art  overcome  with  dread  and  alarm  of 
his  terrors.'  Damnah  replied,/!  do  not  speak  these  words  with  reference  to 
my  own  person,  nor  am  I  distressed  on  my  own  account,  but  I  am  thinking 
more  of  my  friends  than  of  myself  in  this  matter,  and  this  grief  and  chagrin 


^  Eeene  appears  to  have  taken  mutdMat  out  of  its  proper  place.  He  renders  the  passage 
'  worldly  wealtn  without  pride  and  subserviency,'  but  this  makes  but  indifferent  sense,  and 
destroys  the  equality  of  the  sentences  which  are  demarcated  by  the  wa,  I  read  wa 
muUiMaUi  hawd  as  one  sentence. 

'*  Keene  translates  tarn* a  ba  laimdn,  *  a  desire  for  indulgence,'  or  perhaps  he  read  the 
passage  differently,  for  laim  signifies  '  sordid,' '  base,' 

3  These  lines  occur  in  the  Gulist&n,  ch,  i.,  story  xvi.,  p.  63,  of  my  translation. 
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which  has  oyerwhclmed  me  is  for  thy  sake,  and  thou  knowest  how  the  ante- 
cedents of  friendship  and  early  ties  of  attachment  have  existed  hetween  ua, 
and  the  promises  and  compacts  which  we  formed  at  the  first,  and  which 
during  this  interval  have  heen  mainly  fulfilled  with  good  faith ;  and  I  have 
no  alternative  hut  to  convey  to  thee  information  of  whatever  may  have 
occurred^  whether  good  or  bad,  beneficial  or  injurious.'  Shanzabah  quaked 
inwardly,  and  rejoined,  '  0  kind  comrade  and  sympathising  Mend !  acquaint 
me,  with  all  speed,  as  to  the  true  state  of  the  case,  and  fail  in  no  particular 
of  the  minutisB  of  kind  feeling  and  attachment.'  Damnah  answered,  'I 
have  heard  from  an  authentic  source,  that  the  Lion  has  spoken  with  his 
august  tongue  to  this  effect,  'Shanzabah  has  become  excessively  fat,  and 
he  is  not  wanted  at  this  court,  and  it  is  no  matter  whether  he  be  absent  or 
present.  I  shall  give  an  entertainmeut  to  the  beasts  with  his  flesh,  and  I 
wilL  make  of  his  body,  one  day,  the  royal  repast  and  a  banquet  for  the 
public'  I,  when  I  heard  this  speech — ^being  aware  of  his  violence  and 
injustice— «ame  hither,  that,  having  warned  thee,  I  might  establish  the  good- 
ness of  my  faith  by  a  clear  proof,  and  might  fulfil  what  is  incumbent  on  me 
by  the  law  of  honor  and  the  rules  of  right  feeling  and  generosity. 

COUPLET. 

1  tell  thee  all  that  he  who  sent  me  bade, 
Whether  my  words  thee  warn  or  make  thee  sad. 
At  present  it  appears  to  me  that  thy  advisable  course  is  to  devise  a  plan, 
and  with  the  utmost  expedition  to  turn  thy  attention  to  the  preparation  of 
some  expedient,  and  the  encountering  this  crisis ;  if  peradventure,  a  means  of 
escape  from  this  vortex  should  appear,  and  by  some  ingenious  device  salvation 
from  this  peril  be  attainable.'  When  Shanzabah  had  heard  the  words  of 
Damnah,  and  resolved  in  his  mind  the  promises  and  covenants  of  the  Lion,  he 
said,  '  0  Damnah !  It  is  impossible  that  the  Lion  should  play  me  false,  and 
now  moreover  I  have  displayed  no  perfidy,  and  my  firm  step  has  not  slipped 
from  the  path  of  true  service,  and  again  I  have  a  belief  of  the  sincerity  of 
thy  words,  and  an  opinion  of  thy  good  intentions.  The  conclusion  is  therefore 
that  [some  parties]  have  concocted  falsehoods  against  me,  and  by  imposture 
and  deceit  have  moved  the  Lion  to  wrath,  and  in  his  service  there  is  a  faction 
of  worthless  persons  all  profound  masters  of  slander,  and  bold  and  audacious 
in  treason  and  violence,  and  them  he  has  oft  proved,  and  has  observed  a 
variety  of  treacherous  acts  and  foul  deeds,  and  of  course  whatever  they  say, 
on  that  head,  of  others  he  believes  and  judges  accordingly,  and  assuredly 
through  the  evil  influence  of  the  society  of  the  wicked,  evil  suspicions  arise 
with  regard  to  the  good,  and  by  these  groundless  doubts  the  right  course 
becomes  concealed,  and  the  story  of  the  Gtx)se  and  his  false  impressions  from 
experience,  is  a  proof  of  what  I  have  said  quite  sufficient,  and  bears  ample 
testimony  to  this  state  of  things.'    Damnah  inquired,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 
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STOKY  XVII, 

Shanzabah  said,  '  A  Ooose  saw  the  brightness  of  the  moon  in  the  water,  and, 
thinking  that  it  was  the  moon,  tried  to  lay  hold  of  it,  but  got  nothing.  Several 
times  it  made  a  similar  effort,  and  when  it  saw  that  all  it  got  by  the  chace 
was  what  the  man  athirst  gets  by  gazing  on  the  mirage,  or  what  the  deluded 
destitute  obtains  by  searching  through  ruined  habitations  [for  treasures],  it 
altogether  abandoned  the  pursuit  of  fish,  and  all  at  once  discontinued  its 
occupation.  The  next  night,  whenever  it  saw  a  fish,  it  fimcied  it  was  the 
glitt^  of  the  moon,  and  made  no  effort  after  it,  and  gave  no  heed  whatever 
to  it,  and  exclaimed, 

» 

HBIOSTXCH. 

Who  triM  the  tried— an  him  wiU  faU  regret,'^ 

So  the  fruit  of  his  experience  was  this,  that  he  continued  hungry  and 
passed  his  time  fasting  and  foodless. 

And  if  they  have  made  the  Lion  listen  to  anything  about  me,  and,  in 
accordance  with  the  saying,  '  he  who  listens  is  alienated/  a  feeling  of  aversion 
has  arisen  in  his  heart,  and  he  has  given  credit  to  what  has  been  said,  the 
cause  of  all  this  has  been  that  same  experience  which  he  has  had  of 
others;  and  yet  in  point  of  reality,  there  is  as  much  difference  between  me 
and  the  rest,  as  between  bright  day  and  dark  night,  and  the  vault  of  heaven 
and  earth's  centre. 

DIBTICHB. 

Think  not  the  yirtuoua  and  thyself  the  same ; 
Shir  has  two  meanings  with  a  single  name.* 
In  the  same  meadow  feed  two  wasp-like  things, 
Tet  tne  gives  honey,  and  the  other  stings. 
Together  graze  two  deer,  from  one  proceeds 
Pnre  fragrant  musk,  the  other  simply  bleeds.' 

Damnah  said,  '  Perhaps  the  aversion  of  the  lion  may  not  spring  from  this 
cause,  but  on  account  of  its  being  a  custom  with  kings  to  promote  a  person  to 
high  rank,  undeserved  on  his  part,  while  without  any  apparent  reason  they 
make  another,  who  is  a  man  of  worth,  the  object  of  ruinous  spoliation.' 


^  That  is, — '  Who  attempts  to  do  a  thing  after  decided  failures,  will  only  meet  with 
disappointment.' 

'  Shir  signifies  *  milk'  and  'lion,'  and  is  pronounced,  as  is  evident  by  this  line,  in  both 
cases,  identically,  and  not,  as  some  pretend,  with  the  m'oHi^  sound  of  the  vowel  in  the  former 
case,  and  the  mqfhiJ  in  the  latter. 
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▼SBSB. 

Hiinnti2,  ^  thy  king  mwung  on  me  unseen  rich  gifts  ^  bestowed ! 
While  Tazd's  '  proud  chief  though  seen  and  sung  gaye  not  the  guerdon  owed. 
Such  is  the  wont  of  kings !  but  thou,  0  H6fiz !  ^  murmur  not, 
All-giving  God !  thy  &youring  grace  and  aid  be  still  their  ^  lot 

Shanzabah  said,  'If  this  aversion  on  the  part  of  the  Lion,  which  thou  hast 
reported  to  me,  is  without  cause,  then  no  submission  will  enable  me  to  step 
securely  into  the  path'  of  safety :  and  it  is  impossible  for  the  eye  of  hope  to 
behold  the  face  of  the  desired  object,  for  if  there  be  a  reason  for  wrath  it  may 
be  dispelled  by  attempts  to  please  and  by  apologies ;  but  if,  which  God  avert !  ^ 
there  be  no  reason  for  it,  or  if  they  have  affected  a  change  in  his  mind  by 
deceit  and  calumny,  the  hand  of  remedy  will  be  too  short  for  it,  and  the 
thought  of  compassing  its  cure  wiU  be  hopeless ;  since  there  is  no  visible 
measure  to  fidsehood  and  slander,  and  no  fixed  limit  to  deceit  and  artifice. 
Kow  in  what  has  passed  between  me  and  the  Lion,  I  do  not  perceive  any 
&ult  on  my  part,  save  that  occasionally,  and  that  too  for  his  own  good,  I  have 
opposed  his  opinion  and  plans,  and  that  now  and  then,  as  exigency  required, 
I  have  spoken  with  reference  to  the  arrangements  and  furtherance  of  im- 
portant matters,  not  in  accordance  with  what  he  wished.  This,  perhaps,  he 
may  have  imputed  to  boldness  and  disrespect^  and  have  reckoned  it  akin  to 
audacity  and  imprudence;  yet  not  one  of  those  things  which  I  have  originated 
has  been  immaterial  with  reference  to  the  public  weal ;  and  with  all  this  I 
have  preserved  the  respect  due  to  his  exalted  rank  and  majesty,  without, 
through  the  whole  course  of  my  career,  shewing  presumption;  but  have  to 
the  utmost  degree  possible  displayed  the  reverence  and  veneration  due  to  him ; 


^  Hurmtiz,  or,  according  to  European  pronunciation,  Orm6z,  was  a  city  in  the  Persian 
Gulf,  the  capital  of  Eerm&n,  and  of  great  antiquity.  It  was  ruined  by  tne  Seljuks,  and  a 
new  town  of  the  same  name  built  on  an  island  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  which  was  held  some 
time  by  the  Portuguese. 

2  Lit. :  *  A  hundred  fayors  or  kindnesses.' 

'  Yazd  is  the  most  eastern  city  of  the  province  of  F&rs,  or  Persia  Proper,  as  Hamadfrn  is 
the  most  western.  It  lies  in  89  aeg.  E.  Ix)n.,  and  32  deg.  N.  Lat.  It  is  the  chief  residence 
of  the  Fire- worshipers  who  still  remain  in  Persia. 

^A  Muhammad  Shams-u'd-dln,  sumamed  H&fiz,  is  the  Anacreon .  of  Persia,  though  a 
divine  mysticism  is  claimed  for  him  by  many  who  assert  that,  in  his  poems,  wine  and  love 
are  the  symbols  of  holy  ecstacies.  H&fiz  was  bom  at  Shir&z,  in  the  reign  of  the 
Muzaffirian  dynasty,  and  died  A.H.  797.  It  is  said  that  Tim(irlang,  who  had  conquered 
Persia,  reproached  mm  with  the  slighting  way  in  which  he  had  spoken  of  his  capital  Samar- 
kand ;  as  in  the  celebrated  Ode : 

Maid  of  Shir&z !  if  thou  wouldst  take 
My  heart,  nor  on  the  offering  frown ; 
I'd  give  up,  for  thy  dark  mole's  sake, 
B(ikh&r&  and  its  royal  town. 
And  that  H&fiz  replied  so  wittily  as  to  disarm  the  monarch's  anger. 

'  I  prefer  taking  ghdn,  as  referring  to  those  kings  for  whom  H&fiz  says  he  will  pray, 
whether  liberal  or  uliberal,  rather  thim  to  suppose  with  Keene  that  the  prayer  is  for  all 
to  whom  God  is  riizi  raadn. 

*  lit :  '  By  no  offerings  will  the  foot  of  stability  be  able  to  measure  the  path  of 
i^rightness.'    The  daat  awUi  signifies,  *  the  offering  of  presents  to  a  superior  by  an  inferior.' 
'  Lit. :  *  By  fiying  for  refuge  to  God.' 
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80  how  can  it  possibly  be  supposed  that  loyal  advice  could  be  viewed  as  a 

cause  for  distrust,  and  faithful  service  as  a  ground  for  enmity  ? 

oovTikr. 
Canst  ihou  hope  that  where  the  medicine  brings  a  fresh  access  of  pain, 
There  the  illness  will  grow  lighter,  and  the  sick  revive  again  ? 

And  if  this  too  be  not  the  case,  it  is  possible  that  the  pride  of  royalty  and 
the  haughtiness  of  empire,  may  cause  him  to  be  offended  with  me,  for  it 
is  a  necessary  condition  of  dominion,  and  a  requisite  of  greatness,  to  be 
naturally  ungrateful  to  those  who  give  advice,  and  to  bestow  confidence  and 
distinguished  notice  on  sycophants  and  flatterers ;  and  hence  it  is  that  the  wise 
have  said  that  it  is  more  safe  to  dive  to  the  bottom  of  a  river  with  a  crocodile, 
and  to  suck  the  poisonous  drops  from  the  lip  of  a  serpent,  whose  tail  has  been 
struck  off,  than  to  attend  upon  kings,  and  that  it  is  better  and  more  conducive 
to  security  and  freedom  from  anxiety,  than  to  be  in  close  proximity  to  princes : 
and  I  was  aware  that  the  perils  of  serving  princes,  were  numerous,  and  the 
harm  of  superintending  their  affairs  immense.  Some  philosophers  also  have 
compared  kings  to  fire,  since,  although,  the  beams  of  their  favor  illuminate 
the  dark  cell  of  the  hopeful,  nevertheless  the  flame  ^  of  their  severity  too 
consumes  the  harvest  of  the  former  claims  of  their  servants ;  and  sound  reason 
avers  that  whoever  is  nearest  the  fire  suffers  most ;  but  parties,  who,  admiring 
the  brightness  of  the  fire  at  a  distance,  are  ignorant  of  its  power  to  bum, 
hold  an  idea  of  some  intense  gratification  in  having  access  to  princes,  and 
suppose  it  to  be  beneficial ;  while  in  point  of  fact,  it  is  not  so,  for  if  they  were 
to  get  a  taste  of  the  rigor  of  kings,  and  of  the  terror  and  awe  a  monarch 
inspires,  it  would  be  clear  to  them  that  a  thousand  years  of  fieivor  are  not 
equivalent  to  one  hour  of  torture,  and  the  story  of  the  dispute  of  the  Hawk 
with  the  Domestic  Eowl  verifies  this.      Damnah  inquired,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  xvm. 

Shanzabah  said,  '  Once  on  a  time  a  Hunting  Ealcon  engaged  in  a  dispute 
with  a  Domestic  Fowl,  and,  beginning  to  wrangle  with  it,  said,  '  Thou  art  a 
most  false  and  fedthless  bird !  and  yet  fidelity  is  the  frontispiece  of  the  page 
of  commendable  qualities,  and  moreover,  in  accordance  with  the  import  of  this 
saying,  *  Verily,  fdelity  is  a  part  of  faith,  fidelity  is  a  perfect  proof  of  right 
religious  feeling  and  generosity ;  and  honor,  too,  demands  that  none  stigma- 
tize the  pages  of  his  career  with  the  character  of  unfaithfulness. 

OOUFLET. 

A  dog  is  thankful  for  his  morsel — ^then  A  dog  is  better  than  unthankful  men.' 

The  Domestic  Fowl  replied,  *  What  ingratitude  hast  though  seen  in  me  ? 
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and  what  unfidthfalnesB  hast  thou  ohserved  on  my  part  ? '  The  Hawk 
replied :  '  The  sign  of  thy  ingratitude  is  this,  that  notwithstanding  men  shew 
so  much  kindness  towards  thee,  and  without  any  inconvenience  or  trouble  on 
thy  part,  prepare  for  thee  water  and  grain,  from  which  the  vital  energy  derives 
support,  and  looking  after  thee  day  and  night,  are  constant  ia  protecting  and 
guarding  thee,  and  that  thou  owest  to  them  thy  food  and  lodging ;  stilly 
whenever  they  want  to  catch  thee,  thou  runnest  before  and  behind  them,  and 
fliest  from  roof  to  roof,  and  hurriest  from  comer  to  comer. 

COUPLKT. 

Thou  dofit  of  salt  the  sacred  sanction  slight,         And  shnn'st  thy  patron  in  nngratefiil  flight. 

And  I,  although  I  am  a  wild  bird,  and  associate  with  men  but  for 
two  or  three  days,  and  eat  from  their  hands  [for  so  short  a  time],^  still 
keep  iQ  view  what  I  owe  to  them,  and  hunt  and  give  them  the  quarry  :  and 
however  far  I  may  have  gone,  at  the  slightest  call  that  I  hear,  I  come  flying 
back.' 

COUPLET. 

Far  though  the  well-trained  bird  one  launches,  still 
He  back  with  joyous  pinion  hastes  at  will. 

The  Hen  answered,  'Thou  sayest  the  truth.  Thy  returning  and  my 
flight  is  owing  to  this,  that  thou  hast  never  seen  a  hawk  roasted  on  a  spit, 
and  I  have  seen  many  domestic  fowls  fiTing  in  a  frying-pan.  Hadat  thou  been 
accustomed  to  see  this  spectacle  thou  wouldst  never  flutter  about  with  them, 
and  if  I  fly  from  roof  to  roof,  thou  wouldst  fly  from  mountain  to  mountain.' 
And  I  have  introduced  this  story  in  order  that  thou  mayst  know  that  the 
class  who  seek  the  company  of  princes  have  no  knowledge  of  their  severity, 
for  whoever  has  experienced  the  effect  of  their  rigor  has  no  acquaintance 
with  repose,  nor  any  feeling  of  rest. 

COUPLET. 

Propinquity  the  greater  terror  brings :  The  near  know  best  the  cruelty  of  kings.' 

Damnah  said,  '  It  cannot  surely  be  that  the  Lion  entertains  these  thoughts 
with  regard  to  thee  on  account  of  the  grandeur  of  his  imperial  sway  and  the 
pride  of  success,  for  thou  possessest  many  accomplishments  and  numberless 
excellencies,  and  princes  are  never  independent  of  persons  of  talent.'  Shan- 
zabah  replied,  '  It  may  be  that  my  talents  may  have  caused  his  aversion,  for 
the  merit  of  a  fleet  horse  proves  his  bane,  and  a  fruit-bearing  tree 
gets  its  topmost  branches  broken  by  reason  of  its  fruit.  The  nightingale  is 
imprisoned  in  a  cage  on  account  of  its  very  talent,  and  the  peacock  is  plucked 
and  shamed,  owing  to  its  beauty  and  showy  appearance. 


^  Keene  translates  '  if  I  form  an  attachment,'  but  the  hawk  is  putting  a  general  case.    1 
prefer  therefore  to  make  the  agarehih  refer  to  the  dit  sih  ruzif  *  but  for  two  or  three  days.' 
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STANZA. 

My  Buffering  to  my  knowledge  aU  ia  due : 

The  foxes',  peacocks',  to  their  fur  end  hue. 

My  yirtues  proye  my  fault,  or  on  my  head 

Not  dust  would  be,  but  gems  their  light  would  shed. 

And  of  a  truth,  as  the  undeserving  are  more  numerous  than  men  of  merit, 
and  an  inherent  animosity  exists  between  them ;  by  means  of  their  number 
they  overwhelm  the  meritorious,  and  so  violently  distort  t^eir  acts  as  to 
array  their  actions  in  the  garb  of  g^t,  and  make  their  good  Mth  put 
on  the  guise  of  perfidy,  and  their  honesty  look  like  foul  conduct,  and 
thus  they  turn  that  very  virtue,  which  is  the  source  of  good-fortune  and  the 
means  of  happiness,  into  the  material  of  distress  and  an  auxiliary  of  woe. 

COUPLET. 

The  eye  of  malice,  may  it  out  plucked  be!  Makes  us  in  yice's  semblance  virtue  see. 

And  a  sage  has  said,  with  reference  to  this, 

00X7PLBT. 

*  If  any  virtue  here  its  head  should  shew, 
Some  worthless  fellow  on  it  deals  a  blow : 
To  ruin  they  the  yirtuous  man  would  bring, 
And  foul  reproach  upon  his  virtues  fling.' 

And  again  in  describing  the  injustice  of  the  censorious,  they  have  said, 

VEBSE. 

*Not  visionless  the  eye  of  justice,  when 

Glass  beads  seem  pearl-like  to  its  searching  kpn. 

The  great  shew  equity  in  all  they  do, 

While  base  men  torture  and  are  tortured  too. 

And  they  whose  hearts  no  kindly  thoughts  admit, 

Cry  silk  is  woollen  when  you  shew  them  it. 

Damnah  said,  *  It  is  possible  that  the  malevolent  may  have  made  this 
attempt.  On  that  supposition ;  what  would  be  the  issue  of  the  affair  ? ' 
Shanzabah  said,  'Unless  destiny  second  their  endeavours,  no  injury  will 
thence  result ;  but  if  the  divine  decree  and  Ood*s  predestination  assist  their 
artifice  and  treachery,  it  will  be  impossible  to  avert  the  consequences  by  any 
device. 

HXiaSTICH. 

When  fate  precedes,  what  boots  it  to  consult?' 

Damnah  rejoined,  'It  behoves  a  man  of  understanding,  whatever  the 
position  of  his  affairs  may  be,  to  make  far-sighted  prudence  the  guide  of  his 
actions,  since  no  one  ever  based  his  proceedings  on  prudence  but  obtained 
triumphant  success  as  regards  the  object  of  his  wishes.'  Shanzabah  replied, 
'  Prudence  is  then  serviceable  when  fate  has  not  issued  its  decree  against  it, 
and  stratagem  then  yields  advantage  when  the  ordinance  of  destiny  is  not 
promulgated  in  opposition  to  it :   but  against  the  requirements  of  fate,  neither 
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is  any  shift  serviceable  nor  any  stratagem  of  use ;  for  that  any  can  escape  from 
the  bonds  of  destiny  and  the  shackles  of  fate— by  artifice  or  counsel — ^is 
not  to  be  thought  of. 

C0X7PLET. 

Since  when  fate's  hand  the  mighty  flame  has  lit, 
All  thought,  all  connsel,  is  consumed  m  it. 

Aiid  when  the  Creator,  the  Most  Hig&  God — ^may  He  be  sanctified ! — causes 
His  decree  to  issue.  He  clouds  and  darkens  the  eye  of  the  vision  of  the  clear- 
sighted with  the  anointing  needle  ^  of  negligence,  so  that  the  way  of  escape 
from  i^t  mandate,  becomes  hidden  to  them,  for,  '  When  fate  comes,  the  sight 
is  hUnded:^ 

When  heaven's  decree  and  &te's  commands  are  sped, 

The  wise  are  blinded  and  their  ears  grow  dead. 

But  perhaps  thou  hast  not  heard  the  story  of  the  Villager  and  the  Nightin- 
gale,' and  hast  not  listened  to  their  dispute  ? '    Damnah  said,  How  was  that  ?  * 

STORY  XIX. 

Shanzabah  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  villager  possessed  a  sweet  and 
pleasant  orchard,  and  a  garden  more  fresh  than  the  bower  of  Iram.  The  air 
of  it  gave  mildness  to  the  gales  of  spring,  and  the  scent  of  its  herbs,  refreshing 
the  spirits,  conveyed  perfume  to  the  very  soul. 

YERSS. 

That  garden  glittered  with  youth's  radiant  hue, 
Life's  waters  seemed  to  steep  its  flowers  in  dew. 
The  Bweet-Yoiced  nightingale  there  gladsome  sung, 
And  raptnre  in  its  perfumed  breezes  hung. 

And  in  one  comer  of  his  garden  there  was  a  rose-bush,  fresher  than  the  shrub 
of  successM  desire,and  more  lofty  than  the  branch  of  the  tree  of  delight. 
Every  morning  on  the  top  of  the  rose-bush  the  roses  blossomed,  colored  like 
the  cheek  of  heart-alluring  damsels  with  gentle  minds,  and  the  hce  of  silver- 
bosomed  maids,  scented  like  jessamine.  The  gardener  began  to  shew  an 
exceeding  fondness  for  these  excellent  roses,  and  said, 


1  The  mil  is  not,  as  Keene  renders  it,  '  a  probe,'  but  a  thick  round  bodkin,  or  rather 
metal  rod,  about  six  inches  long,  and  as  thick  as  a  slender  quilL  which  is  dipped  into  the 
colhrium  or  powder  for  the  eye,  and  then  drawn  between  the  eyelios,  which  are  tightly  closed 
on  it,  and  on  which  it  leayes  a  dark  rim  of  the  powder.  The  use  of  this  is  highly  beneficial, 
sad  protective  to  the  eye  against  the  glare  of  the  ground  in  hot  climates.  I  adopted  the 
practice  in  Sindh,  and  my  example  was  soon  followed  by  many  officers,  who  deriyed  great 
Denefit  from  it. 

*  Exactly  the  Latin  *  Qnem  Deus  vult  perdere  prius  dementat.' 

*  This  story  has  been  translated  by  Sir  W.  Jones  in  his  Persian  Grammar,  and  I  have 
made  but  few  alterations  in  his  elegant  version,  and  have  ventured  on  them  solely  with  a 
view  to  being  more  literal. 

l2 
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COUPLST. 

What  the  rose  munniin,  know  I  not,  again. 
To  wake  the  hapless  Bnlbal's  tender  strain. 

One  day  the  gardener,  according  to  his  established  custom,  came  to  view  the 
roses ;  he  saw  a  pLuntiye  Nightingale  who  was  rubbing  his  face  on  the  leaves 
and  tearing  asunder,  with  his  sharp  bUl,  the  gold-besprinkled  binding  of  that 
volume.  • 

OOXTPLBT. 

The  nightingale  that  Tiewv  the  rose,  grows  blind, 
And  straight  lets  go  the  reins  that  role  the  mind. 

The  gardener,  beholding  the  scattered  condition  of  the  rose-leaves,  tore,  with 

the  hand  of  concision,  the  collar  of  patience,  and  pierced  the  mantle  of  his 

heart  with  the  soul-transfixing  thorn  of  uneasiness.     The  next  day  he  found 

the  same  action  repeated,  and  the  flames  of  wrath,  occasioned  by  the  loss  of 

his  roses, 

Wounded  afiresh  the  scar  he  had  before. 

The  third  day  by  the  passes  of  the  Nightingale's  bUl, 

The  rose  was  ruined,  thorns  alone  were  left. 

Then  the  resentment  caused  by  the  Nightingale  broke  out  in  the  breast  of  the 
gardener ;  he  set  a  deceitM' springe  in  his  way,  and  having  caught  hiTn  with 
the  bait  of  treachery,  confined  him  in  the  prison  of  a  cage.  The  disheartened 
Nightingale  opened  his  mouth,  like  a  parrot,  and  said,  '  0  Sir !  for  what  cause 
hast  thou  imprisoned  me  ?  and  for  what  reason  hast  thou  resolved  to  distress 
me  ?  If  thou  hast  thus  acted  through  desire  of  hearing  my  songs,  my  own 
nest  is  in  thy  garden,  where  in  the  morning  thy  bower  shall  be  the  house  of 
my  music ;  but  if  thou  hast  another  idea,  inform  me,  0  venerable  sir ! '  of 
what  thou  hast  in  mind '     The  gardener  said, 

COUPLET. 

How  long  0  God!  wilt  thoa  me  pang?  0    riyal,  mayest  then  not  abide, 
0  God !  how  long  conceal  her  cheek !  cease,  envious  veil,  her  form  to  hide ! ' 

Dost  thou  not  know  how  thou  hast  spoiled  my  fortune,  and  how  often  thou 
hast  distressed  me  with  the  loss  of  my  favourite  rose  ?  it  is  right  that  thy 
action  should  be  requited,  and  that  thou,  being  separated  firom  thy  friends  and 
country,  and  secluded  from  all  joy  and  diversions,  should' st  mourn  in  the 
comer  of  a  prison ;  whilst  I,  afflicted  with  the  anguish  of  separation  from  my 
darling  flowers,  weep  in  the  cottage  of  care. 

COUPLBT. 

Would'st  be  my  friend,  0  Nightingale  I  then  mourn  along  with  me. 
For  we  are  two  sad  lovers  and  our  business  grief  should  be.' ' 


^  The  p(r  may  be  taken  with  dihkdftj  and  rendered  '  the  aged  villager ;'  but  it  seems 
strange  to  introduce  this  epithet  for  the  first  time  in  the  middle  of  the  story.  I  have  taken 
it  as  the  vocative.  Both  Sir  W.  Jones  and  Eecne  elude  the  difficulty  by  not  translating 
this  word. 

'  This  difficult,  and  not  very  pleasing,  couplet  is  omitted  by  Sir  W.  Jones. 
'  This  couplet  is  quoted  from  H&Oz. 
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The  Nightingale  said,  'Quit  this  resolve,  and  consider  that  if  I  am 
imprisoned  for  such  an  oflfence  as  tearing  a  rose,  what  will  he  thy  pimish- 
ment  if  thou  tearest  a  heart  asunder  ?' 

YEBSB. 

He  who  by  wisdom  guides  the  spheres  aright, 
WiU  good  and  evil  actions  too  requite. 
He  who  does  good  will,  justly,  good  ensue. 
And  evil-doers  will  receive  their  due.' 

This  discourse,  taking  effect  upon  the  heart  of  the  gardener,  he  set  the 
Nightingale  at  liberty.  The  bird  tuned  his  voice  in  his  free  state,  and  said, 
'  Since  thou  hast  done  me  this  service,  assuredly,  according  to  the  sentence, 
*  Shall  the  reward  of  good  works  he  any  other  than  good  ?  *  Mt  is  necessary  to 
reward  thee  first.  Know  that  under  the  tree  where  thou  standest  there  is  a 
vessel'  ftdl  of  gold ;  take  it,  and  spend  it  to  supply  thy  wants.'  The  villager 
searched  the  spot  and  found  the  words  of  the  Nightingale  to  be  true.  He 
said  *  0  nightingale !  what  a  wonder  it  is  that  thou  couldst  see  the  vessel  [of 
gold]  beneath  the  earth,  and  not  discover  the  springe  above  ground ! '  The 
Nightingale  replied,  '  Dost  thou  not  know  that,  '  when  fate  descends  caution 


is  vain,* ' 


HEMISTICH. 

No  one  can  war  with  the  decrees  of  fate. 

When  the  mandate  of  the  Divine  will  has  been  issued,  no  light  remains  to 
the  eye  of  understanding,  and  neither  prudence  nor  wisdom  bring  any 
advantage. 

YBB8B. 

8trive  not  to  grapple  with  the  grasp  of  fate ; 

Canst  thou  with  feebleness  success  combine  ? 
All  vain,  'gainst  destiny,  thy  watchful  state ; 

Oo,  then,  and  to  its  force  thyself  resign.  ^ 

And  I  have  invented  this  story  in  order  that  thou  mayest  perceive  that  I  am 
not  an  opponent  of  the  hand  of  destiny  and  ompipotent  power,  and  have  no 
alternative  but  to  bow  my  head  reverently  on  the  writing  of  the  Divine 
decree.' 

COUPLBT. 

By  my  Lord's  threshold — His — my  friend's — 

My  aims  are  bounded  still. 
For  all  that  passes  o'er  me  comprehends 

But  the  expression  of  His  will. 


>  Ku'r6n,  ch.  Iv.,  60 ;  Sale  p  893, 1.  30 :  *  Shall  the  reward  of  good  works  be  any  other 
than  good  ?    Which,  therefore,  of  your  Lord's  benefits  will  ye  ungratefully  deny  ?' 

^  Sir  W.  Jones  renders  it  'coffer,'  and  Keene  'dish,'  neither  adhering  to  the  literal 
meaning  of  dftdbah,  which  is  '  ewer.' 

3  Bhyme  compels  me  to  be  unliteral.  Keene  more  closely  translates  thus :  *■  Thy  hand 
has  no  force  for  anything ;  caution  is  of  no  avail  against  destiny ;  whatever  proceeds  from 
fate  approve  of  tliat.' 
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Damnah  rejoined  '  0  Shanzabah !  what  I  am  podtively  sure  of,  and  know 
of  a  certainty,^  is  this,  that  what  the  lion  meditates  with  respect  to  thee  is 
neither  owing  to  the  slanders  of  thy  enemies,  nor  the  success  of  thy  merit,  nor 
the  peevishness  of  kings ;  but  it  ia  rather  consummate  ingratitude  and 
treachery  which  impels  him  to  it :  for  he  is  a  successful  tyrant,  a  morose  and 
perfidious  person,  and  a  deceiver.  The  beginnings  of  intercourse  with  him 
impart'  the  sweetness  of  life,  but  the  issue  of  his  services  has  the  bitterness 
of  death.  We  must  regard  him  as  a  poisonous  painted  serpent :  his  outside 
adorned  with  various  colors,  but  filled  within  with  deadly  venom,  against 
which  no  antidote  avails. 

COUPLET. 

All  guile  and  cmming,  fraud  and  wiles,  are  there ; 
Nought  truthful,  patient,  generous  or  fair.' 

Shanzabah  replied,  *  I  have  tasted  the  food  of  the  honey  of  &vor,  it  is 
now  the  time  for  the  wound  of  the  sting  of  oppression ;  and  I  have  passed  a 
long  interval  in  mirth  and  ease,  now  is  the  season  for  the  assault  of  adversity 
and  war. 

00X7FLET. 

Yes !  for  a  while  thon  hast,  my  heart !  felt  union's  fleeting  gladness ; 
Now  thou  must  taste  of  absence  too,  to  part  with  all  its  sadness. 

It  was,  in  truth,  death  which  grasped  my  collar  and  brought  me  into  this 
wilderness,  otherwise  how  was  I  fitted  to  associate  with  a  Hon  ?  One  who 
feeds  upon  me,  and  to  whom  I  am  food,  he  ought  not  to  have  been  able  to 
drag  me  to  hiTn  even  with  a  thousand  cords,  nor  to  plunge  me  by  a  hundred 
thousand  stratagems  or  sleights  into  the  snare  of  his  friendship. 

OOTJPIiST. 

To  join  my  fate  with  him,  could  1  then  hope  for  this  ? 
On  him  from  far  to  gaze  were,  sure,  enough  of  bliss. 

But  the  Divine  decree,  and  thy  too  flattering  words,  0  Damnah !  plunged  me 
into  this  vortex  of  destruction ;  and  now  the  hand  of  counsel  falls  short  of 
the  skirt  of  remedy,  and  the  course  of  events,  by  reason  of  my  having 
neglected  caution  and  forethought,  is  not  in  accordance  with  my  wishes ; 
and  I,  through  my  vain  longings  and  unreasonable  desires,  have  kindled  such 
a  fire  as  this  for  myself,  so  that,  even  ere  the  smoke  has  reached  me,  I  am 
consumed  by  the  heat  of  my  grief  and  the  flame  of  my  disappointment. 

HEKIBTICH. 

What  can  I  do  ?  the  act  was  mine — ^for  self-done  acts  what  cure? 

And  the  sages  have  said,  'Whoever  is  not  content  with  a  sufficiency  of 
worldly  gear,  but  pursues  a  superfluity,  is  like  a  person  who  arrives  at  a  hill 


^  *Ala  *U-kata^  literally  '  on  cutting,'  t.e.,  after  the  abscission  of  all  other  cases  coming  to 
this  one. 

'  Did  the  MSS.  allow  it,  I  should  prefer  to  read  bakh^had  here  rather  than  hMshid, 
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of  diamonds,  and  every  moment  his  sight  falls  on  a  larger  piece,  and,  engaged 
with  the  thought  of  its  greater  value,  he  proceeds  onward  until  he  reaches 
the  spot  where  he  obtains  the  desired  object,  but  his  return  becomes  im- 
practicable, because  the  fragments  of  the  diamonds  have  cut  and  wounded 
his  feet ;  but  that  heedless  person,  absorbed  in  his  covetous  fancies,  is 
insensible  to  his  situation,  and,  consequently,  perishing  most  lamentably  on 
that  hill,  is  lodged  in  the  craw  of  birds/ 

COUPLBT. 

Thy  state  grows  worse  by  aimixig  far  too  high, 
Then  for  a  moderate  but  real  profit  try. 

Damnah  said,  *  Admirable  are  these  words  which  thou  hast  uttered,  for 
the  source  of  every  calamity  which  be&lls  a  man  will  prove  to  be  avarice 
and  dedre. 

C0X7PUST. 

Quit  that  pernicious  lust  of  gain,  for  them 
Whom  it  afflicts,  all,  everywhere  contemn. 

The  neck  that  is  bound  by  the  chain  of  covetousness  is  at  last  severed  by  the 
sword  of  regret,  and  the  head  in  which  the  madness  of  desire  has  fixed  itself 
will  in  the  end  be  rubbed  in  the  dust  of  disgrace.  Many  a  one,  from  excess 
of  covetousness  and  greed,  has  been  led,  by  the  hope  of  wealth,  into  the 
vortex  of  calamity ;  and  has  been  involved,  by  the  scent  of  gain,  in  ruinous 
disaster :  just  as  that  Hunter  greedily  desired  to  catch  the  fox,  and  the  claws 
of  the  leopard  tore  the  breath  out  of  his  body.'  Shanzabah  said,  '  How  was 
that?' 

STORY  XX. 

Damnah  said,  '  One  day  a  Hunter,  passing  through  a  waste,  saw  a  fox 
excessively  brisk  and  active,  who  was  roaming  about  in  the  expanse  of  that 
wilderness,  and  showed  himself  gamboling  in  every  direction.  The  Hunter 
was  pleased  with  his  fur,  and  formed  the  idea  of  selling  him  at  a  great  price ; 
and  the  violence  of  his  longing  led  him  to  pursue  the  fox  until  he  found  out 
his  hole,  and  near  it  he  dug  a  pit  and  covered  it  over  with  rubbish,  and  upon 
it  he  laid  some  carrion,  and  seating  himself  in  ambush  waited  to  catch  the 
fox.  Presently  it  happened  that  the  fox  came  out  of  his  hole,  and  the  smell 
of  that  carcase  drew  him  on  gradually  till  it  brought  him  to  the  brink  of  that 
pit.  He  here  reflected,  *  Although  the  brain  of  longing  is  perfumed  by  the 
aroma  of  this  dead  animal,  nevertheless  the  smell  of  danger  too  reaches  the 
nostril  of  caution;  and  the  wise  never  meddle  with  a  business  wmch  is 
fraught  with  peril,  nor  do  the  prudent  commence  an  affair  in  which  the 
possibility  of  mischief  is  discernible. 

COUPLBT. 

Wherever  they  the  perilous  define, 

Strive  thou  to  keep  thyself  without  the  line. 
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And  though  it  is  possible  that  some  dead  animal  may  be  here,  it  is  also 
possible  i^t  they  may  have  arranged  beneath  it  a  snare,  and  in  every  case 
caution  is  best. 

STANZA. 

When  two  affairs  present  themselves  to  thee, 

And  of  the  twain  thou  know'st  not  which  to  do ; 
That  in  which  dread  of  danger  there  may  be 

Is  what  thou  shouldst  assuredly  eschew. 
But  where  no  eye  can  lurking  peril  see, 

In  that  step  forward  fearlessly  and  free. 

• 

Pondering  thus,  the  fox  relinquished  the  thought  of  that  carcase,  and  took 
the  path  of  safety.  Meanwhile  a  hungry  leopard  came  down  from  the  top  of 
a  mountain,  and,  from  the  smell  of  the  carcase,  sprang  into  the  pit.  The 
Hunter,  when  he  heard  the  noise  of  the  snare,  and  the  sound  of  the  animal's 
fall  into  the  pit,  thought  it  was  the  fox,  and,  through  excessive  greedinessi 
cast  himself  unreflectingly  upon  it ;  and  the  leopard,  imagining  that  he  would 
prevent  him  from  eating  the  dead  animal,  leapt  up  and  tore  open  his  belly. 
Thus  the  greedy  huntsman,  through  the  ill  luck  that  attended  his  cupidity, 
was  caught  in  the  snare  of  destruction,  and  the  contented  fox,  by  retrenching 
his  desires,  escaped  from  the  whirlpool  of  adversity ;  and  the  moral  of  this 
story  is,  that  the  calamitous  results  of  greediness,  and  the  evil  of  excessive 
concupiscence  will  make  a  slave  of  a  free  man  and  hurl  a  slave  headlong  [to 
destruction.] ' 

COUFLET. 

Gonldst  thou  a  crown  too  large  for  thee  obtain,* 

By  earth  where  saints  have  trodden! — ^'twere  but  pain. 

Shanzabah  said,  '  I  did  wrong  to  choose  the  service  of  the  Lion  at  the  first, 
and  I  was  ignorant  of  his  want  of  appreciation  of  merit :  and  they  have 
said,  that  to  associate  with  one  who  does  not  understand  the  value  of  your 
society,  and  the  waiting  on  one  who  does  not  recognize  the  worth  of  your 
attendance,  is  like  a  man's  scattering  seed  on  salt  ground  in  hopes  of  a  crop, 
or  whispering  into  the  ear  of  one  bom  deaf  one's  grie&  and  joys,  or  writing 
fi«sh  *  verses  on  the  face  of  a  stream,  or  to  sport  with  the  ornamental  figures 
in  a  bath  in  the  hope  of  begetting  offspring,  or  to  expect  drops  of  rain  from  a 
forious  whirlwind.' 


^  Keene  must  have  read  this  passage  differently,  as  he  translates  :  *  If  thou  couldst  give 
one  lock  of  hair  beyond  what  belong  to  thy  head ;'  which,  with  reference  to  what  follows, 

*  by  the  dust  of  the  feet  of  the  holy  it  would  give  a  head-ache,'  hardly  makes  sense.  Kxdlahy 
however,  which  is  found  in  the  lithographed  and  printed  editions,  and  in  the  MSS.  I  have 
consulted,  must  mean  '  cap,'  '  crown,'  *  tiara.'  As  to  the  phrase,  *  By  earth,  where  saints 
have  trodden ;'  or,  as  Keene  renders  it,  *  By  the  dust  of  the  feet  of  the  holy,'  Orientals 
consider  as  sacred  the  ground  over  which  holy  men  have  passed,  and  commonly  talk  of  it  as 
'  coUyrium  for  the  eyes,'  etc.,  and  as  in  this  case  swear  by  it. 

'  Tar  signifies  also  *  moist,'  and  is,  therefore,  introduced  with  reference  to  the  db-i  ratodn, 

*  running  water,'  though  otherwise  the  epithet  is  inapt  enough,  for  the  freshness  of  a  verse 
could  not  make  it  more  or  less  permanent  on  water. 

3  Every  one  who  has  been  in  hot  climates  knows  that  these  whirlwinds  arise  under  a 
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STANZA. 

To  hope  that  kingB  will  true  and  gratefid  be 
Is,  from  the  cypresB-branch,  to  look  for  fruit. 

The  cane-juice  grows  not  on  the  willow-tree, 
No— though  a  thousand  times  thou  giye  to  it 
The  [sparkling]  waters  of  eternity.' 

Damnah  said,  'Cease  these  sayings  and  take  thought  for  thine  own 
matters.'  Shanzabah  replied,  *  What  plan  can  I  set  up,  and  what  stratagem 
can  I  adopt  ?  And  as  for  the  qualities  of  the  Lion,  I  know  them  well,  and 
my  sagacity  admonishes  me  that  the  Lion  has  no  wish  with  reference  to  me 
but  what  is  good  and  kind,  but  those  who  are  about  him  strive  for  my  death, 
and  exert  themselves  for  my  ruin;  and  if  it  be  so,  the  inclination  of  the 
tongue  of  the  balance  of  my  life  is  rather  toward  the  scale  of  destruction  than 
that  of  continuance;  for  when  crafty  and  cruel  persons,  and  perfidious 
oppressors  combine,^  and  join  hand  to  hand,  and  set  themselves  unanimously 
against  any  one,  they  are  sure  to  triumph  over  him,  and  overthrow  him,  as 
the  Wolf,  and  the  Crow,  and  the  Jackal,  made  a  set  against  the  Camel, 
aud  by  uniting,  prevailed  against  him,  and  obtained  their  object  and  desire.' 
Damnah  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  XXI. 

Shanzabah  said,  'They  have  related  that  a  black-eyed  Crow,  and  a 
Wolf  with  sharp  claws,  and  a  crafty  Jackal,  were  in  the  service  of  a  lion, 
accustomed  to  hunt  his  prey,  and  their  forest  lay  near  the  highway.  A 
merchant's  camel  was  left  behind  ia  those  parts,  and  recovering  his  strength, 
after  a  time,  wandered  about  in  every  direction  in  quest  of  provender.  He 
happened  to  pass  through  that  wild  spot,  and  when  he  approached  the  lion 
he  saw  no  altemative  but  to  do  him  service,  aad  shew  him  respect.  The 
lion,  too,  spoke  him  fair,  and  inquired  into  the  state  of  his  affairs,  aad  after 
acquainting  himself  with  them  asked  him  as  to  his  story  and  movements. 
The  Camel  replied, 

OOUPLET. 

Though  before  this  I  could  myself  in  my  own  acts  command, 
When  thee  I  saw  the  reins  of  choice  departed  from  my  hand. 

Whatever  the  king  commands  will  doubtless  comprehend  all  that  is  salutary 
for  his  subjects. 

HEMISTICH. 

Thou  knoVst  our  welfare  better  than  ourselves.' 
The  lion  replied, '  If  thou  desirest  it,  remain  iu  our  company — ^tranquil 


cloudless  sky,  and,  in  fact,  are  produced  by  excessive  heat,  and,  instead  of  giving  forth 
refreshing  rain,  are  charged  with  sand,  as  in  the  terrible  desert  of  Arabia ;  nay,  though  they 
should  be  accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightning,  thoy  bring  no  rain,  as  I  have  myseu 
witnessed. 

*  Lit. '  '  Having  set  back  to  back.' 
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and  secure.'  The  Camel  was  pleased,  and  remained  in  tliat  forest  mitil  a 
long  interval  had  elapsed  and  he  had  become  extremely  fat.  One  day  the 
lion  had  gone  in  pursuit  of  a  quarry,  and  a  furious  elephant  had  encountered 
him,  and  between  them  a  mighty  battle  and  a  huge  conflict  had  arisen,  and 
the  lion  having  received  several  wounds,  came  back  to  the  forest  and  lay 
down  in  a  comer  groaning  and  wounded.  The  Wolf,  the  Crow,  and  the  Jackal, 
who  were  the  favorites  that  fed  from  the  table  of  his  liberality,  were  left 
without  food,  and  fix>m  the  lion's  innate  generosity,  and  the  pure 
beneficence  which  kings  feel  towards  their  servants  and  attendants — ^when  he 
saw  them  in  that  state  he  was,  affected,  and  said,  '  Your  sufferings  are  more 
difficult  for  me  [to  bear]  than  my  own.  If  hereabouts  ye  can  find  any  game 
I  will  come  out,  and  having  done  the  business  for  you,  will  return.'  They, 
quitting  their  places,  in  attendance  on  the  lion,  came  out  and  went  into  a 
comer,  and  beginning  to  consult  with  one  another,^  said,  '  What  is  the  use  to 
us  of  the  Camel's  being  in  this  forest  ?  Keither  does  the  king  derive  any 
advantage  from  him,  nor  have  we  any  friendship  with  him ;  now  we  must 
induce  the  lion  to  tear  him  to  pieces,  and  thus  for  two  or  three  days  the 
Tting  will  be  put  at  his  ease  from  the  pursuit  of  food,  and  we,  too,  shall  be 
proportionably  benefited.'  The  Jackal  said,  '  Do  not  coquette  with  this  fancy, 
for  the  lion  has  given  him  a  safe-conduct  and  introduced  him  into  his 
service ;  and  whoever  instigates  the  king  to  act  peifidiously,  and  emboldens 
hiTn  to  break  his  word,  will  commit  treason ;  and  the  traitor  is  imivcrsally 
reprobated,  and  both  Gk)d  and  man  are  displeased  with  him. 

VEBSB. 

In  whomsoever  treachery  finds  place, 

His  faith  to  God  is  false  and  spiritless. 
Truth  on  the  human  coin  her  stamp  must  trace, 

For  Nature's  alloy  is  perfidiousness.' 

The  Crow  said,  *  We  might  devise  some  stratagem  in  this  matter,  and 
extricate  the  lion  from  the  obligation  of  this  promise,  and  do  you  mind  and 
stay  here  and  I  will  go  and  return.'  He  then  went  to  the  Hon  and  stood 
stUl.  The  Hon  inquired,  *  Have  you  marked  down  any  quarry  and  brought 
intelHgence  of  any  game  ? '  The  Crow  said,  *  0  king !  the  eyes  of  every  one 
of  us  fail  through  hunger,  and  we  are  bereft,  too,  of  the  power  of  motion.  A 
method,  however,  has  come  into  our  minds,  by  which,  if  the  king  assents,  we 
shall  gain  perfect  ease  and  abundant  blessings.'  The  Hon  said,  '  Inform  me 
of  thy  meaning  that  I  may  distinctly  apprehend  it.'  The  Crow  answered, 
^This  Camel  is  a  stranger  among  us,  and  we  cannot  contemplate  any 
advantage  from  associating  with  him.  For  a  hurried  makeshift;,  here  is  a 
quarry  come  to  hand  and  game  caught  in  the  net.'     The  Hon  was  wroth, 


>  Lit. :  *  Introducing  the  path  of  consultation  between  them.' 
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and  exclaimed,  '  Dust  on  the  head  of  the  helpers  of  this  age,  who  have  no 
habit  but  that  of  hypocrisy  nor  any  feeling  but  that  of  perfidy,  and  who 
altogether  abandon  the  part  of  courtesy  and  Hberality,  and  manly  and 
generous  sentiment. 

▼KRSE. 

Faith  does  not  company  with  worldly  men. 
From  those  whose  habit  is  injustice,  then, 
Expect  not  tmth — a  dog  is  better  far 
Than  those  dumb  cats  who  fiiU  of  cunning  are ; 
And  ronnd  the  cloth  a  plundering  war&re  wage — 
The  only  chase  in  which  they  dare  engage.^ 

In  what  sect  is  it  lawful  to  break  Mth  ?  and  by  what  creed  is  an  attack 
sanctioned  upon  one  to  whom  thou  thyself  hast  given  protection  ? 

00X7FLET. 

Break  not  the  branch  thyself  didst  elevate, 

In  breaking  that  thou  injurest  thine  own  state.' 

The  Crow  said,  *  1  know  these  principles ;  but  the  wise  have  said  that 
an  indiyidual  may  be  sacrificed  for  aU  the  inmates  of  a  house,  and  the  people 
of  a  house  for  a  tribe,  and  a  tribe  for  a  city,  and  the  inhabitants  of  a  city 
for  the  august  person  of  a  monarch  who  is  in  danger  because  his  safety  might 
benefit  the  people  of  a  whole  region.  And,  besides,  an  evasion  may  be  found, 
so  that  he  who  made  the  promise  of  neglect  may  be  clear,  and  his  person 
secured  from  the  pain  of  fasting'  and  the  dread  of  starvation.'  The  Hon 
hung  down  his  head,  and  the  Crow  returned  and  said  to  his  friends,  '  I  have 
laid  the  case  before  the  lion.  At  first  he  was  refractory,  but  at  last  he 
became  tractable.  Now  our  plan  is  to  go  aU  together  to  the  Camel  and 
recount  the  story  of  the  lion's  hunger  and  of  the  distress  that  he  is  suffering, 
and  say  that  we  have  passed  our  lives  happily  under  the  protection  of  the 
fortunes  and  beneath  the  shade  of  the  majesty  of  this  fortunate  king.  To-day, 
that  this  event  has  occurred,  honor  demands  that  we  should  lay  down  our 
lives  and  breath  for  him,  otherwise  we  shall  be  stigmatized  for  ingratitude, 
and  shall  be  deprived  of  the  character  of  generosity  and  manliness.  Our 
right  course  is  to  go,  all  of  us,  to  the  lion  and  reiterate  to  him  thanks  for  his 
gifts  and  bounties,  and  acknowledge  that  we  have  no  power  to  make  any 
return  save  in  offering  up  our  lives  and  breath  for  hun.  Whereupon  let 
each  of  us  say,  '*  To-day  let  the  king  break  his  fast  upon  me,"  and  let  the 
others  make  some  objection ;  and  thus,  probably,  death  will  be  the  doom  of 
the  CameL'  They  then  came  together  to  the  Camel  and  repeated  aU  these 
particulars  to  him ;  and  he,  in  consequence  of  the  simplicity  of  his  heart,  was 


1  Keene  translates  more  literally :  *  A  doe  is  better  than  those  dumb  cats,  who,  with 
their  stratagems,  hunt  after  nothing  but  arouna  the  dinner  table.' 

'  Kecne's  translation  exhibits,  through  a  curious  error  in  typography,  '  the  pains  of  a 
sting,'  instead  of  *  the  pains  of  fasting.' 


\ 
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deluded  by  them ;  and  bo  having  settled  matters  as  has  been  described,  they 
went  to  the  Hon,  and  when  they  had  acquitted  themselyes  of  the  duty  of 
setting  forth  their  thankfulness  and  his  praise,  and  offering  eulogies  and 
prayers  for  his  welfare,  the  Crow  loosed  his  tongue  and  said, 

OOXJPLBT. 

*  King !  in  this  world  suocefls  attend  on  thee ! 
And,  at  mirth's  banquet,  joy  thy  portion  be ! 

Our  tranquillity  depends  on  the  king's  personal  health ;  and  now  that  an 
exigency  has  occurred,  and  my  flesh  may  suffice  to  eke  out  the  king's 
existence,  he  must  condescend  to  kill  me  and  turn  me  to  account.'  The 
others  exclaimed,  'What  good  will  eating  thee  do?  and  what  satisfaction 
would  thy  flesh  give  ? ' 

HEMISTICH. 

Who  then  art  thon,  that  one  should  reck  of  thee  ? 

When  the  Crow  heard  these  words  he  hung  down  his  head,  and  the  Jackal 
began  to  speak,  and  said, 

COUFLET. 

*  King !  from  whose  paw  precursive  destiny 
Takes,  in  wrath's  day,  the  roll  of  those  to  die. 

A  long  interval  has  elapsed  during  which  we  have  Hved  safe  fix>m  the 
fierceness  of  the  sun  of  vicissitude  under  the  shade  of  thy  daily  increasing 
fortunes.  To-day,  when  the  moon  of  the  splendor  of  your  majesty  is 
involved  in  the  eclipse  of  distress,  I  desire  that  the  star  of  success  may  rise 
from  the  horizon  of  my  condition ;  and  that  the  king  having  made  me  his 
food,  should  be  freed  from  the  care  of  thiukiug  about  how  to  break  his  faaV 
The  rest  replied,  '  What  thou  hast  said  proceeds  from  an  excess  of  affection 
and  a  proper  sense  of  obligation,  but  thy  flesh  smeUs  rank,  and  is  coarse  and 
unwholesome.  Heaven  forefend  that  by  eating  it  the  king's  indisposition 
should  be  increased! '  The  Jackal  was  silent,  and  the  Wolf  came  forward  and 
loosed  his  tongue,  sa3dng, 

OOUPLBT. 

*  King !  may  heaven's  monarch  be  thy  friend  and  stay ! 
And,  in  the  battle  field,  thy  foes  thy  prey ! 

I,  too,  am  desirous  of  sacrificing  myself  for  the  king,  and  hope  that  he  will 
snulingly  assign  a  place  to  my  limbs  in  his  gums.'  His  comrades  said, 
'  Thou  hast  spoken  these  words  from  pure  attachment  and  thorough  faithfril- 
ness,  but  then  thy  flesh  would  make  one  choke,  ^  and,  in  ill  effects,  it  is  the 
next  thing'  to  deadly  poison.'      The  Wolf  stepped  back  again,  and  the 


'  J^indk  is  literally  *  a  strangling  cord  ;*  khundk  *  the  quinsy.' 
^  lit. :  *  Substitute,'  or  '  representative,'  *  locum  tcnens.' 
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Camel,  extending  its  long  neck  on  high,'  broke  the  rein,  *  Eoery  tall  person 
u  a  fooly^  and  began  to  speak,  and,  after  the  due  recital  of  blessings,  said, 

OOUPLBT. 

*  King !  at  whose  threshold  the  hright  azure  sky 
Has  opened  doors  of  hope  and  victory. 

I  have  been  brought  up  in  this  presence,  and  have  been  educated  at  this 
court ;  if  I  am  fit  for  the  royal  kitchen,  or  may  serve  for  the  supply  of  thy 
table,  I  grudge  not  my  Hfe.' 

OOUPLET. 

While  breath  remainB  I  will  not  from  thy  dwelling-place'  arise ; 
And,  should  it  come  to  life  itself,  that  e'en  I'll  sacrifice. 

On  this,  the  others  with  one  voice  exclaimed,  'This  speech  proceeds 
fix)m  excess  of  kind  feeling  and  from  true  fidelity,  and,  in  very  truth,  thy 
flesh  is  digestible,  and  suits  the  king's  constitution.  Blessings  on  thy 
magnanimity,  that  thou  hast  not  grudged  thy  life  for  thy  bene&ctor;  and  by 
dealing  thus  thou  hast  left  a  good  name  for  a  remembrance. 

OCUPLST. 

The  brave  man 's  worth  xmcounted^  gold,  for  he 
Will  in  the  deadly  crisis  helpfiil  be.' 

Hereupon  they  all  made  a  unanimous  assault  on  the  Camel,  and  before  the 
poor  creature  could  draw  breath,  they  tore  his  limbs  to  pieces.  And  I  have 
adduced  this  story  that  thou  mayest  know  that  the  artifices  of  interested 
persons,*  especially  when  they  combine  with  one  another,  will  not  fail  of 
efifect'  Damnah  said,  'What  defence  dost  thou  think  of?'  Shanzabah 
replied,  '  I  can  think  of  nothing  now  but  what  deviates  from  the  path  of 
wholesome  procedure,  nor  do  I  know  of  any  remedy  save  war  and  conflict, 
and  strife  and  slaughter :  for  every  one  who  is  slain  for  the  protection  of  his 
own  life  is  admitted  iato  the  circle  of  martyrs,  and  participates  ia  the  benefit 
of  the  saying,  *  Whoever  is  slain  in  defence  of  his  life  is  a  martyr^  Moreover, 
if  my  death  is  fixed  by  the  hand  of  the  Lion,  and  predestinated ;  at  least, 
then,  let  me  be  slain  honorably,  and  let  me  perish  gallantly  and  with 
spirit 

OOUPLBT. 

'Tis  well  if  I  with  glory  yield  my  breath, 
I  want  but  fame— -the  body  is  for  death.' 


>  I  have  ventured  to  take  hdU  with  gwtlditahy  though  it  would  be  more  natnrallv  coupled 
with  makdtr^  in  which  case  it  would  signify  *  hifh,'  «.«.,  '  sublime,'  as  referring  to  the  saying 
of  the  prophet.  The  sentence  cannot,  I  think,  bear  the  meaung  Keene  assigns  to  it — 
*  tossing  up  the  long  rein  of  'every  tall  man  is  a  fool.' ' 

2  This  is  a  saying  of  the  prophet,  and  was  spoken  by  him  facetiously  with  reference  to 
hiB  two  most  intimate  companions,  'Umar  and  'All,  of  whom  the  former  was  tall  and  the 
latter  short. 

»  Lit. :  *  The  end  of  thy  street.' 

*  Lit. :  *  A  hundred  thousand  dirhams.' 
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Danmah  said,  '  A  wise  man  is  not  precipitate  in  war,  nor  does  he  allow 
himself  to  anticipate  matters  at  the  time  of  battle,  for  '  The  aggre89or  is  the 
most  in  the  wron^*  And  by  one's  own  choice  to  engage  in  great  dangers  is  no 
proof  of  cleverness;  nay,  men  of  tmderstanding  handle  the  affairs  of  an 
adversary  with  civility  and  courtesy,  and  consider  it  best  to  avert  a  quarrel 
by  gentleness. 

TBB8S. 

Sweet  guile  is  better  than  unpleasant  ire, 
'Tis  best  to  sprinkle  water  upon  fire. 
When  thou  by  gentle  means  thy  wish  canst  gain, 
Why  towards  ajiger  gire,  unchecked,  the  rein? 

And,  moreover,  it  is  not  right  to  hold  even  a  weak  enemy  cheap,  for  even  if 
he  be  wanting  in  strength,  he  will  not  be  so  helpless  as  regards  artifice  and 
stratagem,  and  he  will  by  perfidions  and  false  measures  kindle  the  fire  of 
mischief  to  the  extent  that  its  flame  will  not  be  quenched  by  the  water  of 
counsel ;  and  thyself  hast  learnt  to  know  the  power  of  the  Lion,  and  his 
might  stands  not  in  need  of  commentary  or  amplification ;  wherefore  do  not 
undervalue  his  hostility,  but  be  on  thy  guard  against  the  impetuosity  of  his 
attack,  for  every  one  that  contemns  his  foe  and  disregards  the  issue  of  a 
conflict,  will  rue  it  as  did  the  Genius  ^  of  the  Sea  owing  to  despising  the 
Sand-piper.' '    Shanzabah  inquired  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STOEY  xxn. 

Damnah  said,  '  They  have  related  that  on  the  shore  of  the  Indian  Ocean 
there  is  a  kind  of  bird  which  they  call  Titawq  or  '  Sand-piper.'  A  pair  of 
these  had  their  nest  on  the  sea-shore,  and  had  fixed  their  abode  at  the  brink 
of  the  water.  When  the  time  for  depositing  their  eggs  had  come,  the  female 
said,  '  We  must  seek  a  place  to  lay  our  eggs  where  we  may  live  in  peace.' 
The  male  replied,  'Here  is  a  pleasant  place  and  agreeable  spot,  and  to 
migrate  from  hence  appears  impossible.  The  eggs  must  be  laid.'  The 
female  rejoined,  '  Here  is  the  place  for  deliberation,  for  if  the  sea  roll  up 
its  waves  and  carry  off  our  young,  and  all  our  life's  labor  should  be  wasted. 


^  The  original  has  vdkU-i  darydy  and  Keene  has  literally  translated  it ;  *■  Enroy  of  the 
ocean;'  but,  as  it  seems  to  be  intended  merely  for  a  personification  of  the  ocean,  the 
Sanskrit  haying  only  Mmudrahy  *■  the  ocean,'  I  have  rendered  it  as  above. 

>  What  kind  of  bird  the  U^^  \b  seems  difficult  to  discover  from  the  Dictionaries.  The 
Persian  Dictionary  gives  Ti^  (p)  *  a  kind  of  water  fowl,*  and  directly  afterwards  Titawa,  (a) 
*  a  species  of  the  katd/  and  on  reference  to  the  latter  word,  it  will  lie  found  to  be  *  a  bird  of 
the  Tetraonidffi  or  grouse  family,  which  makes  a  noise  like  katd^  katd  !  In  the  Hitopadesha 
the  word  is  TittibhiA,  whichProfessor  Johnson,  in  his  Vocabulary',  renders  *wa§^il,'  and  in 
his  Translation  Uapwing.'  Shakespear  omits  the  word  titi  altogether,  but  gives  a  much 
more  probable  rendering  for  ptHbhihy  under  the  word  titihr'i  fto  whicn  he  refers  from  taitawt)^ 
and  which  he  translates  *  sandpiper/  '  Tringa  Goensis.'  The  Sanskrit  Dictionary  gives 
Parra  Jacana,  or  Goensis,  for  Ti^hih.  It  would  be  well  if  lexicographers  would  endeavour 
to  agree  as  to  the  scientific  nomenclature  of  animals,  trees,  etc.  6ut  here  the  compilers  of 
dictionaries  seem  to  plunge  at  once  into  Oriental  supineness. 
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how  shall  we  remedy  that  ? '  Her  mate  aQswered,  '  I  do  not  suspect  that 
the  Genius  of  the  Sea  would  show  this  hardihood,  or  put  such  a  slight  upon 
us ;  ^  and  admitting  that  he  should  imagine  such  a  disrespect  and  allow  our 
offspring  to  be  drowned,  he  may  be  forced  to  do  us  justice. 

00I7FLBT. 

Is  my  will  thwarted,  then  PU  wreak  my  vengeance  on  the  sky ; 
I  am  not  one  that  e'en  from  heaven  will  bear  indignity.' 

The  female  replied,  '  To  step  without  the  limits  of  one's  own  rank,  and  to 
boast  of  what  exceeds  our  power,  is  imsuitable  to  persons  of  discretion. 
What  strength  hast  thou  that  thou  shouldest  threaten  the  Genius  of  the  Sea 
with  thy  vengeance,  and  what  terrors  are  thine  to  enable  thee  to  rise  to  the 
dignity  of  a  conflict  and  feud  with  him  ? 

COUPLET. 

To  thine  own  ruin  thou  a  spoiler  art; 

A  sparrow  thou  and  playest  the  fiilcon's  part. 

Abandon  this  idea,  and  choose  for  our  eggs  a  place  of  security  and  a  safe 
spot,  and  turn  not  away  thy  head  from  my  advice ;  for  whoever  hearkens  not 
to  the  words  of  those  who  give  him  counsel,  and  does  not  act  upon  the  advice 
of  Mends  who  wish  him  well,  meets  with  what  befell  the  Tortoise.'  The 
male  Sandpiper  inquired,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  xxin. 

The  female  said,  *  They  have  related  that  in  a  pool  whose  water  from 
the  pureness  of  its  nature  reflected  every  image  like  a  clear  mirror,  and  by 
its  sweetness  and  excellence  gave  a  foretaste  of  the  spring  of  life  and  of  the 
fountain  of  Salsabfl,^  resided  two  geese  and  a  Tortoise,  and  in  consequence  of 
their  being  neighbours,  the  thread  of  their  circimistances  had  been  drawn 
out  into  sincere  friendship,  and  vicinity  had  ended  in  cohabitation,  and, 
being  pleased  with  the  sight  of  each  other,  they  passed  their  lives  contentedly. 

00I7FLBT. 

Sweet,  life's  season  gliding  on  in  the  presence  of  our  friends, 

Sweet,  each  moment  to  which  friendship  her  enchanting  radiance  lends. 

Suddenly  the  hand  of  perfidious  fortune  began  to  lacerate  the  cheek  of  their 
condition  with  the  nails  of  vicissitude,  and  the  glass-coloured  sky  began  to 
display  in  the  mirror  of  their  life  the  form  of  separation. 

HSMISTICH. 

What  joy  is  there  which  fortune  darkens  not  ? 


*  Jdnib/aru  ffuzdahtany  observe  the  phrase. 

'  Paradise  is  watered  by  a  great  number  of  springs  and  fountains,  whose  pebbles  are 
rabies  and  emeralds,  their  earth  of  camphire,  their  oeds  of  musk,  and  their  sides  of  sa£fron ; 
the  most  remarkable  among  them  being  Salsabil  and  Tasn'im.  See  Sale's  'Preliminary 
Diseouzae,'  p.  69. 


W^mm 
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YBBSa. 

From  the  goblet  of  onion  with  loved  ones  how  irweet  is  the  wine  that  is  quaffed. 
But  the  headache  of  parting  soon  follows,  soon  mars  the  delight  of  the  draught. 
At  this  table  none  can  chew  even  so  much  as  a  morsel  in  truth, 
But  a  pebble  will  come  intervening  'twixt  the  bread  and  the  luckless  one's  tooth.* 

In  that  water  which  was  the  source  of  their  life  and  the  support  of  their 
existence,  a  complete  fEiilure  manifested  itself,  and  a  glaring  alteration  was 
evident.  When  the  geese  perceived  that  state  of  things  they  withdrew  their 
hearts  from  the  home  to  which  they  were  accustomed  and  determined  on 
emigrating. 

ySBSE. 

Travel  is  better  for  the  man  whose  breast 
By  various  cares  and  troubles  is  oppressed. 
For  though  'tis  pain  indeed  abroad  to  roam, 
'Tis  better  than  adversity  at  home. 

Therefore  with  hearts  full  of  sorrow  and  eyes  full  of  tears,  they  approached 
the  Tortoise,  and  introducing  the  suhject  of  parting,  said, 

CJOUPLBT. 

Time's  evil  eye  disparts  our  destinies :  How  can  I  say  what  ills  from  it  arise ! 

The  Tortoise  wept  at  the  pang  of  parting,  and  in  the  utmost  sorrow  piteously 
exclaimed,  '  What  words  are  these  ?  and  how  can  I  expect  to  live  without 
you  ?  or  how  can  existence  be  supported  without  sympathising  friends  ? ' 

YEBBB. 

Life  without  thee,  we  may  unlawful  call. 
Or  reft  of  thee  is  it  then  life  at  all  ? 
All  life  without  thee  is  alas!  the  same — 
Death,  living  death — and  life  alone  in  name. 

And  since  that  I  have  not  power  even  to  take  leave,  how  can  I  endure  the 
load  of  separation  ? 

OOUFLBT. 

From  thee  unparted  I'm  the  cypress  free,  I  shake  at  parting  like  the  aspen  tree.' 

The  Geese  replied,  '  Our  hearts  too  are  wounded  by  the  sharp  points  of 
separation,  and  our  breasts  consimied  overmuch  by  the  fierceness  of  the 
flame  of  the  Are  of  parting:  but  the  distress  of  being  without  water  is  on 
the  point  of  giving  the  mould  of  our  existence  to  the  wind  of  annihilation, 
and  therefore  of  necessity  we  are  about  to  forsake  our  friend  and  country, 
and  to  make  choice  of  the  anguish  of  exile. 

COUPLET. 

Ne'er  did  sad  lover  willing  quit  his  love,  And  none  from  Paradise  of  choice  remove^ 


^  This  homely  comparison  affords  a  eood  example  of  how  the  Persian  poets  descend  *  per 
saltnm '  from  the  turgid  and  inflated  to  the  mean. 

3  M.  Quatr^mere,  in  his  review  of  M.  Alexandre  Chadzko's  '  Grammaire  Pcrsanc,'  in  the 
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The  Tortoise  rejoined^  '  0  Mends !  ye  know  that  the  distress  of  the  want 
of  water  affects  me  more,  and  that  without  water  I  cannot  support  myself. 
At  this  crisis  the  rights  of  ancient  companionship  demand  that  ye  should  take 
me  with  you,  and  not  leave  me  alone  in  the  sorrowM  abode  of  separation/ 

COUPLET. 

Thou  art  my  life  and  wouldst  depart,  but  when 
Life  goes,  what  can  the  lifeless  trunk  do  then  ? 

The  G^eese  answered,  *  0  Mend  unique,  comrade  esteemed !  the  pang  of 
parting  from  thee  is  more  poignant  than  that  of  exile,  and  the  grief  of 
leaving  thee  a  greater  cause  of  despondency  and  depression,  and  wherever  we 
go,  though  we  should  be  in  the  happiest  circumstances,  and  should  pass  our 
time  in  the  utmost  comfort,  yet,  deprived  of  seeing  thee,  the  eye  of  our  rejoicing 
would  be  darkened,  and  the  vision  of  our  fortune  obscured ;  and  we  too  have 
but  one  wish,  and  that  is  thy  society  and  companionship;  but  for  us  to 
proceed  on  the  earth's  surface  and  so  to  traverse  a  great  and  long  distance  is 
impossible,  and  for  thee  too  to  fly  through  the  expanse  of  air  and  accompany 
UB  is  impracticable ;  and  such  being  the  case,  how  can  we  travel  together  ?  or  in 
what  maimer  can  we  keep  company  ? '  The  Tortoise  answered,  *  Your 
sagacity  will  be  able  to  devise  a  remedy  for  this  matter  too,  and  the  con- 
trivance of  this  affsdr  will  be  attained  by  your  discernment,  and  what  plan 
can  I  excogitate  while  my  spirit  is  broken  by  the  thought  of  separation,  and 
my  heart  crushed  with  the  load  of  parting  ? 

OOUPLET. 

A  heart  is  needed  first  in  everything: 

From  a  torn  heart  no  rightful  counsels  spring. 

The  G^se  replied,  *  0  Mend !  during  this  period  [of  our  Mendship]  we 
have  observed  in  thee  somewhat  of  levity  and  precipitancy  and  rashness : 
perhaps  thou  wilt  not  act  upon  what  we  say,  nor  keep  firm  to  thy  promise 
after  thou  hast  made  it  ? '  The  Tortoise  rejoined,  '  How  can  it  be,  that  ye 
should  speak  with  a  view  to  my  advantage,  and  I  act  in  opposition,  or  fail 
to  perform  a  compact  which  is  for  my  own  good  ? 

COUPLET. 

I  pledged  my  faith  that  from  my  faith  1  ne'er  would  deviate; 
I  gave  my  troth  that  that  my  troth  should  rest  inviolate.' 

Said  the  Greese^  '  The  condition  is  that  when  we  take  thee  up  and  fly  through 
the  air  thou -wilt  not  utter  a  single  syllable,  for  any  one  who  may  happen 


<  Journal  des  Siftrants/  October,  1853,  translates  the  phrase  '6shihdn-i  bi  dii,  4e8  amants  k 
qui  leur  passion  a  fait  perdre  la  raison,'  and  he  gives  as  his  reason,  ^  dil  exprime  souvent 
Tintelligenoe,  la  raison.'  I  think,  however,  that,  though  his  rendering  is  very  admissible 
the  woras  may  also  be  translated  'despairing  lovers,'  as  in  these  lines  the  epithet  'sad '  or 
'despairing*  would  be  more  appropriate.  The  lover,  although  sliffhted  or  despondinf, 
refuses  to  quit  the  street  of  his  beloved  one.  Were  he  Majn(in,  as  M.  Quatr^mere  would 
make  him,  ne  would,  like  Majniin,  wander  through  the  deserts  at  random. 

M 
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to  see  us  will  be  sure  to  throw  in  a  word,  and  say  something  in  reference  to 
us  directly  or  indirectly.^  Now  how  many  Boever  addresses  or  allusions  thou 
mayest  hear,  or  whatever  manceuyres  thou  mayest  obseire,  thou  must  close  the 
path  of  reply,  and,  good  or  bad  [whatever  betide]  not  loose  thy  tongue/ 
The  Tortoise  answered,  '  I  am  obedient  to  your  commands,  and  I  will  posi- 
tively place  the  seal  of  silence  on  my  lips,  so  that  I  shall  not  be  even  disposed 
to  answer  any  creature.' 

STANZA. 

In  far-off  Greece  I  met  an  ancient  sage, 
And  said,  *  0  thou !  ripe  with  the  lore  of  age ! 
What  suits  man  best  in  every  state?'    Said  he, 
*  Wonldst  hear  the  troth,  'tis  taciturnity !' 

The  Geese  then  brought  a  stick,  and  the  Tortoise  laid  hold  of  the  middle 
of  it  firmly  with  his  teeth,  and  they  lifting  the  two  ends  of  the  stick,  bore 
him  up.  When  they  got  to  a  height  in  the  air,  they  happened  to  pass  over 
a  village,  and  the  people  of  the  village  having  discovered  them,  were  astonished 
at  their  proceedings,  and  came  out  to  look  at  the  sight,  and  raised  a  shout 
from  left  and  right,  '  Look !  how  [two]  geese  are  carrying  a  tortoise.'  And  as 
in  those  days  the  like  of  it  had  never  been  witnessed  by  that  people,  their 
cries  and  exdamations  increased  every  moment.  The  Tortoise  held  his  peace 
for  a  time,  but  at  length  the  cauldron  of  his  self-esteem  began  to  boil,  and 
his  patience  being  exhausted,  he  exclaimed, 

HSMlBTICH. 

'  May  blindness  seize  on  those  that  cannot  see !'  ^ 

No  sooner  had  he  opened  his  lips  but  he  fell  from  on  high.  The  Gteeae 
exclaimed,  '  The  duty  of  a  messenger  is  hut  to  convey  his  message.*^  It  is  the 
part  of  friends  to  give  advice  and  of  the  fortunate  and  well-disposed^  to 
listen  to  it.' 

STANZA. 

Well- wishers  give  advice — but  only  they 
Who  are  well-tempered  list  to  what  they  say. 
I  wish  thee  well,  but  if  thou  cross-grained  be. 
When  will  my  counsel  take  effect  on  thee  ? 

And  the  moral  of  this  story  is,  that  whoever  listens  not  to  the  admonition  of 


^  Such  is  the  distinction,  I  believe,  between  fark  and  kindytUy  and  the  parallel  terras 
follow  directly  after — 'ibdrat  and  ishdrat. 

>  I  suppose  this  not  very  lucid  observation  of  the  tortoise  to  imply,  'You  who  are 
shouting  to  others  to  look  at  what  is  plain  enough  to  everyone,  hold  your  peace :  and  may  he, 
who  cannot  see  what  is  straight  before  his  eyes,  oecome  bund ! ' 

'  This  very  common  expression  occurs,  slightly  modified,  in  ten  or  eleven  passages  in  the 
Kur'&n.  The  exact  words  will  be  found  in  Mar.,  ch.  xxiv.,  66 ;  Fl.  xxiv.,  63 ;  Sale  p.  269, 
last  line  but  three.  Sale  slightly  alters  the  meaning  to  suit  corresponding  passages.  Scene's 
version  is  inaccurate,  *  Nothing  oelongs  to  a  messenger  but  to  arrive/ 

*  Nik-bakht  seems  to  mc,  as  Kcene  rightly  renders  it,  to  include  both  fortunate  and  well- . 
disposed. 
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friends  with  the  hearing  of  acceptance,  will  have  hastened  his  own  destruction 
and  torn  away  the  veil  ^  of  disgrace  from  the  £ace  of  his  own  ignominy. 

COUPLST. 

Who  lists  not  to  the  counsel  of  his  friends,  Shall  gnaw  remonefiilly  his  fingers'  ends/ 

The  male  Sand-piper  said,  '  I  have  heard  this  apologue  that  thou  hast 
recited,  and  have  hecome  acquainted  with  its  import ;  nevertheless,  fear  thou 
not  and  keep  where  thou  art,  for  the  fjBiint-hearted  and  fearful  never  attain 
their  wish;  and  I  keep  to  what  I  have  said,  that  the  Genius  of  the  Sea  wiU 
see  fit  to  be  tender  of  us.'  The  female  laid  her  eggs,  and  when  the  young — 
rending  the  white  vest  of  the  shell — ^raised  their  heads  frt)m  the  collar  of  life, 
the  sea,  roUmg  onwards  in  waves,  snatched  them  under  the  skirt  of  destruc- 
tion. The  ftnule  en  wihwiwing  Hie  eatutraphe,  became  agitated,  and 
ezdaimed,  '  0  wretch !  I  well  knew  that  there  was  no  striving'  with  the 
waters.  Now  that  thou  hast  destroyed  our  young  and  set  my  spirit  on  fire,  at 
least  devise  some  plan  by  which  my  lacerated  feeling  may  be  salved.'  The 
male  replied,  *  Speak  respectfully,  for  I  keep  to  the  promise  thou  dost  wot  of, 
and  I  will  acquit  myself  of  the  vow  I  have  made  and  wrest  justice  from 
the  Genius  of  the  Sea.'  He  immediately  went  to  the  other  birds,  and  having 
convened  in  one  place  all  the  leaders  and  chiefs  of  each  class,  he  explained 
his  case  to  them,  and  having  requested  their  assistance  and  aid,  began,  in  a 
voice  of  supplication,  this  song. 

COUPLBT. 

'  Endless  were  the  sad  recital  of  my  heart's  distress  and  woe, 
It  is  now  the  time  to  aid  me  and  yonr  sympathy  to  shew. 

Unless  all  my  friends  act  in  concert  and  unison  in  this  matter,  and  by  a 
combined  effort  extort  justice  for  me  frt)m  the  Genius  of  the  Sea,  his  boldness 
will  increase  and  he  will  afterwards  attack  the  young  of  other  birds :  and 
when  this  custom  has  become  established,  and  this  habit  been  confirmed,  we 
must  tear»away  our  hearts  from  our  children  and  bid  adieu  to  our  country 
and  our  homes. 

COUPLET. 

Or  with  a  hundred  woes  bear  with  the  thorns  of  this  duitress,^ 
Or  step  into  the  drear  abode  of  ntter  nothingness.' 

The  birds,  sad  and  dejected  at  what  had  happened,  serried  their  pinions 
and  hastened  to  present  themselves  at  the  court  of  the  S(murgh,  and  caused  the 
statement  of  what  had  occurred,  to  arrive  at  the  place  of  representation,  and 


1  Keene  translates  this  expression  '  veil  of  advice,'  whence  it  is  eirident  he  mnst  have 
hare  read  nifyib-i  natihat  for  the  rea^g  of  the  edition,  nikdb-i  faziKat, 

*  The  word  hdzi^  (Ut. :  *  playing/)  seems  to  me  to  be  used  here  in  order  to  make  a  (very 
obscure)  pnn,  as  db-bdziy  Vikib  jalakriid^  signifies  'swimming  about  sportively,'  or  *  gamboling 
in  the  water.' 

'  Keene  translates, '  We  mnst  either,  by  a  hundred  insults,  work  his  sorrow  with  disgrace ;' 
but  td^tafi  hdv^l  belicTe,  always  used  in  the  sense  of  puttmg  up  with  a  thing. 

l2 
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said,  '  K  thou  feelest  commiseration  for  thy  subjects,  thou^  mayest  fitly  be 
their  king ;  but  if  thou  hast  no  care  for  the  distresses  of  the  oppressed,  and 
dost  not  sympathize  with  the  injured,  efface  the  writing  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  birds  from  the  page  of  thy  fortunes,  and  the  title  to  be  their  guardian 
shall  be  made  over  to  another.' 

COUPLET. 

The  sufferings  of  the  weak  oomxniBerate :  Take  heed— or  dread  the  tyranny  of  fate.^ 

The  Sfmurgh  consoled  them  and  set  off  from  his  metropolis  with  his  ser- 
vants and  retinue,  to  repel  that  tmfair  attack,  and  the  birds,  encouraged  by  his 
aid  and  protection,  turned  their  faces  towards  the  shore  of  the  Indian  Ocean ; 
and  when  the  Sfmurgh  with  an  army — the  limits  of  whose  ranks '  could  not  be 
contained  in  the  capacity  of  the  computation  of  any  accountant,  and  the 
number  of  whose  lines  and  classes  could  not  be  weighed  in  the  scales  of 
surmise  and  possibility — 

8TAXZA. 

All  warUke,  fierce  and  brave,  blood-drinkers  they; 
All  gallant  yeterans  eager  for  the  firay. 
With  feathery  hauberks  they  their  breasts  defend ; 
And  beak  and  claw  like  lance  and  knife  protend. 

arrived  near  the  sea,  the  morning  breeze,  which  agitates  the  line  of  billows, 
conveyed  that  news  to  the  Genius  of  the  Sea,  who  not  finding  in  his 
resources  ability  to  contend  with  the  Sfmurgh  and  the  army  of  the  birds, 
was  compelled  to  put  himself  in  the  posture  of  supplication  and  restore  the 
young  of  the  Sand-piper. 

Now  my  object  in  addressing  this  tale,  is  to  shew  that  one  ought  not  to 
despise  any  enemy  though  he  may  be  very  contemptible,  for  a  diminutive 
needle  may  effect  that  to  which  the  lofty  spear  is  incompetent,  and  a 
burning  stick  frx)m  the  fire,  though  it  seem  small  to  view,  will  consume 
whatever  comes  in  contact  with  it ;  and  the  sages  have  said,  '  the  friendship 
of  a  thousand  persons  will  not  countervail  the  hostility  of  one.'       • 

COUPLET. 

A  thousand  e'en  too  few  for  friendship  are; 
But  one  for  enmity  too  much  by  far. 

Shanzabah  said,  '  I  will  not  commence  the  battle,  that  I  may  not  be 
stigmatized  with  the  infamy  of  ingratitude,  but  when  the  Lion  attacks  me  I 
shall  consider  self-preservation  and  defence  of  my  own  person  a  duty. 
Damnah  said,  '  Wlien  thou  approachest  the  Lion,  and  seest  that,  having  raised 
himself  up,  he  is  lashing  the  ground  with  his  tail,  and  the  flame  of  his  wrath 


^  It  is  impossible  to  retain  the  play  on  words  in  the  original  between  e(r  dattdn  and 
eabar  dattL 

and  Keene  translates 
printed  edition,  hadd-i 
_  . '  in  the  parallel  sentence 
which  follows. 
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appears  kindled  like  the  fire  of  his  eyes,  know  that  he  is  about  to  attack 
thee.'  Shanzabah  said,  'Should  anything  of  this  sort  be  observable, 
undoubtedly  the  veil  of  suspicion  will  be  removed  from  the  cheek  of  certainty, 
and  information  will  be  afforded  on  the  point  of  the  perfidious  intentions  of 
the  Lion.'     Damnah  then,  mirthful  and  inspirited,  betook  himself  to  Ealilah. 

COUPLET. 

From  the  blind  fool  who  can  behold  with  joy  another's  smart, 
Expect  not  faith  nor  truth  from  him — he  stands  fix)m  all  apart. 

Ealflah  inquired,  *  How  have  affairs  progressed  ?  and  what  is  the  upshot 
of  the  matter  ?  '     Damnah  made  answer, 

HXMIBTICH. 

*I  thank  my  fortune  and  the  times  as  well. 

Fndse  be  to  God !  the  most  complete  solution  of  the  matter  has  been  effected, 
and  this  so  difficult  affair  has  been  well  and  easily  accomplished.'  Thus 
spake  Damnah,  while  fiite,  with  the  tongue  of  retribution,  was  whispering  the 
import  of  this  couplet  in  the  ear  of  the  wise  men  of  the  assembly  of 
discernment. 

OOUPLBT. 

Glad  seized  the  guests  the  ringlets  of  the  boy,> 
Would  heayen  but  grant  them  tenure  of  their  joy. 

Then  both  set  off  to  the  Lion,  and  by  chance  the  Ox  arrived  inmiediately 
on  their  traces.  The  Lion  caught  sight  of  the  Ox,  and  the  insinuations  of 
Damnah  produced  the  desired  effect,  and  the  Lion,  beginning  to  roar,  lashed 
the  ground  with  the  tail  of  fury,  and  ground  his  teeth  together  through 
excess  of  wrath.  Shanzabah  felt  certain  that  the  Lion  meant  to  attack  him, 
and  said  to  himself,  '  The  service  of  kings  in  terror  and  dread,  and  attendance 
on  princes  in  fear  and  alarm,  resemble  being  in  the  same  house  with  a 
serpent,  and  lying  under  the  same  shelter  with  a  lion.  Although  the  snake 
may  be  asleep  and  the  lion  slumbering,  in  the  end  one  will  raise  his  head 
and  the  other  open  his  jaws.' 

OOVPLET. 

Do  not  at  royal  courts  on  kings  attend ; 
I  fear  't  will  like  the  stone  and  pitcher  end. 

He  thus  refiected  and  then  prepared  for  battle.  Each  side  beheld  the 
signs  that  the  shameless  Damnah  had  pointed  out  to  them,  and  commencing 
the  conflict,  spread  their  shoutings  and  cries  through  the  extent  of  earth  and 
the  expanse  of  heaven. 


^  Lit. :  *  Cup-bearer.'    The  meaning  of  this  somewhat  enigmatical  couplet  is  simply  that 
earthly  pleasures  are  transient,  and  Damnah's  exultation  would  be  but  fleeting. 
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STANZA. 

Their  tumult  made  the  deer  and  beasts  of  prey,^ 
Through  that  wild  waste  and  desert  shrink  away. 
These  in  the  cayem  of  the  mountain-side, 
Those  in  thick  bushy  coyerts  cower  and  hide. 
Kalflah,  beholding  this  spectacle,  turned  to  Bamnali,  and  said, 

QUATKAIN. 

With  guileful  art'  a  hundred  wiles  hast  thou 

Together  blent — ^then  from  the  issue  fled. 
Two  hundred  years  may  rain,  nor  settle  now 

This  troublous  dust  thou  hast  occasioned. 

0  unwise !  seest  thou  or  not  the  evil  results  of  what  thou  hast  done  ?  and 
perceivest  thou  or  not  the  disgraceful  issue  of  thy  proceedings  ? '  Bamnah 
said,  *  What  is  the  evil  result  ? '  Ealflah  answered,  '  In  this  act  which  thou 
hast  perpetrated  seven  hurtful  consequences  are  apparent.  One  is,  that  thou 
hast  unnecessarily  plunged  thy  benefieuitor  into  difficulty,  and  hast  brought 
mighty  trouble  on  the  person  of  the  Lion.  The  second  is,  that  thou  hast 
stirred  up  thy  master  so  to  act  as  to  incur  the  stigma  of  a  breach  of  promise 
and  faithlessness,  and  has  consented  to  this  his  dishonor.  The  third  is,  that 
thou  hast  considerably  exerted  thyself  for  the  slaughter  of  the  Ox,  and  hast 
submerged  him  in  the  whirlpool  of  destruction.  The  fourth  is,  that  thou 
hast  taken  upon  thine  own  neck  the  murder  of  that  innocent  creature  who 
will  be  slain  through  thy  efforts.  The  fifth  is,  that  thou  hast  made  a  large 
number  suspicious  of  the  king,  and  it  is  probable  that  through  fear  of  him 
they  will  abandon  their  country  and  betake  themselves  to  some  other  place, 
and,  wandering  from  their  families,  will  sink  under  the  woes  of  expatriation 
and  the  calamities  of  exile.  The  sixth  is,  thou  hast  exposed  the  generalissimo 
of  the  armies  of  the  wild  beasts  to  the  possibility  of  destruction,  and  con- 
sequently the  knot  of  their  union  may  hereafter  be  left  disordered.  The 
seventh  is,  thou  hast  made  thy  own  weakness  and  imbecility  palpable,  and 
hast  not  frilfilled  that  boast  of  thine,  that  thou  wouldest  manage  this  business 
with  courtesy  and  kindness ;  and  he  is  the  most  doltish  of  mankind'  who  rouses 
slimibering  mischief,  and  desires  to  carry  on  by  conflict  and  ferocity,  an 
affair  which  admits  of  being  arranged  peacefully  and  with  gentleness.' 
Damnah  replied,  '  Perhaps  thou  hast  not  heard  what  they  have  said, 

OOUPLST. 

If  wholesome  reason  fail  in  an  affair,  We  then  must  use  insaner  meomres  there.' 


1  TFuhiiih  means  any  beast  of  prey  that  flies  from  man ;  but  tab*  a  implies  also  *  savage,' 
*  ravenous.'  As  the  English  language  supplies  but  one  word  for  both  these  significations, 
I  have  chosen  *  deer'  to  stand  for  the  former  class  in  general. 

«  Lit ;  *  With  color  and  smell.' 

3  Mardum.  This  word  comes  in  mal-^-propos  when  a  beast  is  speaking.  This  is  one  instance 
out  of  many  of  the  difiiculty  of  preserving  tne  character  of  an  apologue  through  so  long  a 
book  as  the  *  Anv&r-i  Buhaili.'  In  fact,  the  apologue  may  be  well  enough  for  a  short  and 
pithy  statement,  but  for  a  work  of  many  pages  it  is  altogether  inapt. 
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Kalflah  said,  '  In  this  affair,  what  point  hast  thou  settled  by  the  canon  of 
reason  ?  or  how  hast  thou  disposed  thy  plans  by  the  aid  of  the  architect  of 
counsel,  which  not  succeeding  there  was  occasion  to  resort  to  violence  and 
roughness  ?  After  all,  dost  thou  not  know  that  sound  judgement  and  correct 
thought  take  the  lead  of  courage  and  valor  ? 

HEMIBTICH. 

JudgmmU  excels  the  bra/oery  of  the  bold. 

00I7FLET. 

The  folly  wise  can  in  a  word  attain 

Things  that  a  hundred  hosts  ^  attempt  in  yain. 

And  thy  in&tuation  and  conceit  of  thine  own  opinion,  and  the  manner  in 
which  thou  art  deluded  by  the  pomp  of  this  deceitful  world — ^which,  like  the 
attractions  of  the  mirage,  possesses  nought  but  mere  semblance— were  always 
known ;  but  I  hesitated  to  lay  them  open  to  thee,  thinking  that  thou  mightest 
take  warning  and  awake  and  rouse  thyself  from  the  sleep  of  pride  and 
n^ligence,  and  intoxication  from  the  liquor  of  conceit  and  ignorance ;  but 
since  thou  hast  passed  all  bounds,  and  every  moment  becomest  more  dizzy  and 
distracted  in  the  wilderness  of  error  and  the  abyss  of  self-deception,  it  is  time 
that  I  should  recount  some  little  of  thy  complete  ignorance  and  darkness  and 
ezcesdve  boldness  and  blind  obstinacy,  and  reckon  up — though  it  be  but  a 
drop  from  the  ocean,  and  an  atom  from  a  mountain — a  few  of  thy  faulty 
speeches  and  foul  acts. 

ySBSB. 

That  thon  mayst  know  the  things  that  thou  hast  done — 
Thou  hast  been  treacherous — failed,  too,  of  success ! 

All  have  some  ralue,  thou  art  nought  alone. 
All  haye  their  being,  thou  but  nothingness.' 

Damnah  said,  '  I  believe,  brother !  that  frt)m  the  beginning  of  my  life  to 
this  period,  an  unfitting  word  or  improper  action  has  never  proceeded  from. 
me ;  yet  if  thou  hast  observed  any  fault  in  me,  thou  oughtest,  assuredly,  to 
represent  it  to  me.'  Kalflah  rejoined,  ^  Thou  hast  numerous  faults,  and  the 
ftret  is,  that  thou  imaginest  thyself  faultiess ;  and  next,  that  thy  talk  exceeds 
fhy  deeds :  and  they  have  said  that  there  is  no  greater  danger  to  a  king  than 
this,  that  the  words  of  his  minister  should  outstrip  his  actions.  Now  the 
people  of  this  world  are  divisible  into  four  classes  as  regards  their  words  and 
actions.  First,  there  is  the  man  who  says  and  does  not,  and  this  is  the 
custom  of  hypocrites  and  misers.  Secondly,  there  is  he  who  does  not  speak 
but  act,  and  this  is  the  habit  of  gallant'  men.   The  third  is  he  who  says  and 


'  I  have  omitted,  metri  causd,  to  translate  jixrrdr^  *■  numerous.' 

'  The  reading  of  the  editions,  *ddat-i  ddamiydn  va  jawdn-mardduy  appears  to  me 
absolute  nonsense.  On  consulting  the  MSS.  I  find  that  va  is  omitted,  and  ddamiydn  inserted 
only  in  the  margin.  I  would  expunge  it  altogether,  or,  if  it  must  be  read^  prefix  to  it  some 
adjectiye  as  nik^  and  read,  'ddat-i  nik  ddamiydn  va  jawdn-marddn  ;  but  it  would  be  better 
entirely  suppressed. 
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does,  and  this  is  the  characteristic  of  men  who  know  ^  how  to  pass  through 
life.  The  fourth  is  he  who  neither  says  nor  does,  and  this  is  the  quality  of  the 
mean  and  sordid.  And  thou  helongest  to  that  class  who  say  and  do  not  invest 
their  words  with  the  ornament  of  action ;  and  I  have  always  found  thy  talk 
to  outrun  thy  capacity ;  and  the  Lion,  deluded  by  thy  sayings,  has  been  ex- 
posed to  so  perilous  an  affair  as  this,  and  if  (which  God  prevent !)  a  calamity 
should  befal  him,  anarchy  and  confusion  would  prevail  in  this  region  and  the 
disorders  and  disquiet  of  the  people  would  exceed  all  bounds,  and  the  lives 
and  property  of  all  would  incur  the  risk  of  plunder  and  spoilation,  and  the 
guilt  of  all  this  misery  would  be  on  thy  neck. 

STANZA. 

The  man  who  acts  or  thinks  unworthily, 
Shall  not  the  face  of  goodness  ever  see. 
And  he  who  makes  the  tree  of  wrong  take  root, 
Whence  should  he  gather  beneficial  fruit  ? 

Damnah  replied,  '  I  have  always  been  a  faithful  minister  to  the  king,  and 
have  planted  nought  in  the  orchard  of  his  affairs  save  the  shrub  of  wholesome 
advice.'  Kalflah  rejoined,  '  A  plant  whose  fruit  is  this  proceeding  which  we 
now  witness,  were  better  plucked  up  by  the  root ;  and  advice  which  produces 
such  a  result  as  this  we  now  behold,  ought  rather  never  to  have  been  spoken 
nor  heard ;  and  how  can  any  advantage  be  looked  for  in  thy  discourse,  when, 
in  point  of  fact,  it  is  not  adorned  with  the  ornament  of  deeds  ?  Learning, 
without  practice— like  wax  without  honey — ^is  devoid  of  all  flavour ;  and 
talking  without  doing — like  a  tree  without  leaves  and  fruit — ^is  only  fit  to  be 
burned. 

TBBSB. 

Knowledge,  that  leaves  no  trace  of  acts  behind. 
Is  like  mere  body,  destitute  of  mind. 
Knowledge  the  stem  and  acts  the  fruit  will  be, 
'Tis  simply  for  the  fruitage  grows  the  tree. 
The  barren  branches  do  but  shock  the  eye, 
And  can  but  fuel  to  the  cook  supply. 

And  men  of  eminence,  have,  with  the  pen  of  condescension,  deigned  to 
inscribe  on  the  pages  of  their  records,  this  writing,  that  there  are  six  things 
from  which  it  is  impossible  to  derive  advantage.  The  first  is,  talk  without 
action :  the  second,  wealth  without  prudence  :  the  third,  friendship  without 
experience  :  the  fourth,  knowledge  without  virtue  :  the  fifth,  alms  without 
pious  intentions :  the  sixth,  life  without  health.'  And  though  a  king  be,  in 
his  own  person,  just  and  inoppressive,  yet  one  ill-disposed  and  of  foul 
character,  will  cut  off  from  his  subjects  the  benefits  of  their  monarch's 


^  Mddah  ddn  I  presume  to  be  nearly  equiyalent  to  kdr  dzmudah.    I  have  not  met  with 
the  word,  to  the  best  of  my  remembrance,  elsewhere. 

'  Keene  must  have  read  suhbat  for  nhhat,  for  he  translates  *  life  without  society.' 


CHAFTEB  I.     srroBt  XXIH.  169 

juBtice  and  clemency,  and  from  dread  of  his  opposition  the  afflicting  tale  of 
the  oppressed  will  never  gain  the  honor  of  representation  to  the  king,  Kke 
water,  sweet  and  limpid — ^in  which  the  form  oi  a  crocodile  is  visible— 
wherein  no  swimmer,  though  athirst  and  even  exceedingly  parched,  dare 
strike  out  with  his  arms  or  with  his  feet.' 

OOXJPLET. 

Athirst  Pre  reached  the  clear  pure  fountain's  brink; 
Yet  to  wbat  end?    I'm  powerless  to  drink ! 

Damnah  replied,  '  My  object  in  this  transaction  was  simply  to  attain  the 

honor  of  the  king*s  service.'     Kalilah  answered,    'Efficient  servants  and 

active  attendants  and  experienced  ministers,  are  the  ornament  and  grace  of 

the  court  of  kings;  but  thou  desirest  that  all  others  .should  be  discharged 

from  waiting  on  the  Lion  and  that  thou  shouldst  be  the  confidant  and 

coxmsellor,  and  that  intimate  access  to  his  majesty  should  be  restricted  to 

thyself  alone ;  and  this  notion  proceeds  from  complete  ignorance  and  excessive 

want  of  understanding,  for  princes  cannot  be  confined  to  any  one  thing  or 

any  single  person,  and  kingly  rank  is  Kke  the  possession  of  loveliness  and 

beauty ;  for  just  as  a  charmer  seeks  the  more  to  display  her  attractions, 

the  more  men  are  in  love  with  her ;   so  a  king,  too,  the  more  numerous  his 

attendants  and  the  larger  his  retinue,  is  the  more  desirous  of  increasing  his 

train  and  multiplying  those  about  him.     And  this  vain  longing  that  thou 

entertainest,  is  a  dear  proof  of  excessive  stupidity ;  as  the  sages  have  said, 

'Five  things  are  marks  of  folly:   first,  to  seek  one's  own  advantage  by 

injuring  others :  secondly,  to  look  for  the  rewards  of  the  friture  life  without 

mortifying  the  flesh,  ^  and  piety :  thirdly,  to  make  love  to  women  with  rough 

language  and  ill-temper :  fourthly,  to  expect  to  learn  the  niceties  of  science 

in  slothful  indulgence  and  ease :   fifthly,  to  expect  friendship   from   men 

without  being  fEdthfdl,  and  observing  the  duties  of  a  friend.'    And  it  is  from 

excess  of  the  kindly  feeling  that  I  entertain  for  thee,  that  I  say  these  things ; 

but  it  is  as  clear  as  the  sun  that  the  dark  night  of  thy  depravity  will  not  be 

illuminated  by  the  torch  of  my  preaching.      The  gloom  of  ignorance  and 

foulness  of  envy,  which  is  interwoven  in  thy  nature,  will  not  be  dispelled  by 
the  lustre  of  my  counsels. 

C0T7PLET. 

Not  Zamzam's'  weU  could  bleach,  nor  Eansar's^  tide 
His  fortune's  woof  that  fate  has  darkly  dyed. 


'  Siydzat'i  'ibddat,  'the  discipline  of  devotion,'  appears  to  me  to  be  a  questionable 
reading,  t  would  therefore  read  riydzai  va  '  tbddaty  tnough  I  cannot  find  his  suggestion 
supported  by  the  MSS. 

'  Zamzam  is  the  famous  well  at  Makkah,  otherwise  called  Hagar's  weU.  The  water  is 
considered  holv^  and  is  much  used  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  Hajj.  For  Eausar,  see  Sale's 
'  Preliminary  Discourse,'  p.  68. 

3  OiUm,    Lit. :  ^blanket,'  or  rough  cloth  used  to  sleep  on. 
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And  my  case,  in  relation  to  thee,  is  like  what  the  man  ^  said  to  that  bird, 
namely,  '  Take  not  useless  trouble  nor  waste  thy  words  upon  a  set  who  are 
not  inclined  to  listen  to  thee/  It  would  not  however  give  heed  and  was 
punished  in  the  end.'    Damnah  inquired,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  XXIV. 

Kalflah  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  troop  of  monkeys  had  their  abode 
in  a  mountain,  and  lived  upon  the  fruits  and  herbage  there.  It  befell  that  on 
a  night  more  dark  than  the  hearts  of  the  guilty,  and  gloomier  than  the  souls 
of  men  of  ruined  fortunes,  the  frost  of  winter  began  to  assail  them,  and  from 
the  gust  of  a  boisterous  wind  of  icy  dullness  the  blood  in  their  bodies  began 
to  congeal. 

VBBSS. 

Such  was  the  cold,  the  lion  of  the  sky, 

Wished  he  his  [shaggy]  skin  inyerted  had.^ 
The  garden  birds  for  heat  so  restlessly 

Longed,  that  to  have  been  spitted  they  'd  been  glad.^ 

The  poor  creatures,  distressed  by  the  cold,  were  seeking  shelter,  and  having 
briskly  girded  themselves  in  search  of  it,  were  running  about  in  every 
direction.  On  a  sudden,  beside  the  road,  they  beheld  a  piece  of  sugar-cane 
lying  shining,*  and,  under  the  idea  that  it  was  fire,  collected  sticks  and  laid 
them  about  it,  and  commenced  blowing,  and  a  bird  on  a  tree  over  against  them 
called  out  '  That  is  not  fire,'  but  they  paid  no  attention,  nor  desisted  frt)m 
their  unprofitable  task.  Meanwhile  it  happened  that  a  man*  came  there  and 
said  to  the  bird,  '  Trouble  not  thyself,  for  by  thy  speaking  they  will  not  be 
deterred,  and  thou  wilt  meet  with  vexation. 


1  Keene  has  the  following  note  :-^'  From  the  story  it  afypears  that  it  was  not  a  man,  but 
another  bird,  who  said  this  to  the  bird.  There  is  some  mistake.'  The  editions  do  indeed 
faultily  read  mardi  in  one  place,  and  murgh-i  digar  in  the  subsequent  passage ;  but,  on  refer- 
ring to  the  MSS.,  I  find  it  should  be  mardi  in  both  places.  In  the  next  line  the  printed  edition 
has  nithhtad  for  na  ahutttd, 

3  The  peasants  in  Italy,  and  the  Afgh&n  mountaineers,  wear  a  doak  of  skins,  the  plain 
side  of  which  they  turn  inwards  in  warm  weather,  and  reverse  it  in  winter,  so  as  to  have  ^e 
warm  tm  next  their  bodies.  This  custom  may  have  given  rise  to  this  most  strange  expres- 
sion. For  a  note  oinc4fhunj  see  M.  Quatrem^re's  review  of  M.  Chodzko's  Grammar,  'Journal 
des  Savants,'  October,  1853. 

'  The  literal  translation  of  this  imnracticable  line  is :  '  The  birds  in  the  gardens  had  the 
horse-shoes  in  the  fire,  that  it  would  be  pleasant  to  be  at  the  spit  at  the  fire.'  With  such 
impossible  idioms  has  the  hapless  translator  to  deal.  'To  have  the  horse-shoes  in  the  fire' 
signifies  '  to  be  ready  ;*  and  the  Burh&n-i  E&t^i  enlains  that  in  order  to  eet  a  sort  of  magic 
influence  over  a  person,  it  is  a  custom  to*  write  his  name  on  a  horse-shoe  and  put  it  in 
the  fire,  and  it  is  supposed  he  and  the  shoe  will  become  malleable  together. 

*  Keene  has,  '  thev  saw  a  bright  lump  of  quicksilver ;'  but  nai  pdrah  can  mean  nothing 
but  *  a  piece  of  reed,'  or  '  cane.'  Fdrdy  indeed,  means  '  quicksilver,'  but  it  is  a  word  of 
Sanscrit  origin. 

^  Here  the  editions  have,  by  a  mistake,  murgM  digar  for  mardi.    See  note  1,  above. 
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OOUFLBT. 

He  that  is  joined  to  otU  fortune,  leare  him  to  his  fate ;  ^ 
For  he  will  not,  by  all  thy  efforts,  prove  more  fortunate. 

And  to  ex^  oneself  in  correcting  and  amending  such  persons  is  like  trying 
a  sword  upon  a  stone,  or  to  seek  from  deadly  poison  the  properties  of  a 
sovereign  antidote. 

8TAMZA. 

Expect  no  trace  of  goodness  in  the  man, 

Who,  from  the  outset,  is  by  nature  bad. 
For  by  no  efforts  of  thy  making  can 

A  white  hawk  from  a  dingy  crow  be  had.' 

When  the  bird  saw  that  they  did  not  attend  to  his  words,  from  excess  of 
kindness  he  came  down  from  the  tree  in  order  that  he  might  make  them  hear 
distinctly  his  advice,  and  admonish  them  against  the  fatile  toil  they  were 
xmdergoing.  The  monkeys  collected  round  the  bird,  and  separated  his  head 
from  his  body,  and  my  dealings  with  thee  have  just  the  same  character,  and 
I  do  but  waste  my  time  and  speak  vain  words,  and  besides  that  no  advantage 
will  accrue  to  thee,  I  am  in  danger  too  of  being  damaged.' 

STAirZA. 

Thy  hearer  to  thy  counsel  gives  no  heed; 

Then  why  rain  burthens  on  thy  soft  'heart  lay } 
Thou  saidst,  '  Mount  as  on  Bur&k,^  on  the  steed 

Of  Happiness,  and  thus  thyself  convey 
To  the  wished  halting-place,  from  trouble  freed. 
He  hears  not,  but  his  path  will  aye  proceed. 

Then  leave  him  fatuous  lagging  on  his  way. 

Damnah  said,  '0  brother!   the  great  have  always  frdfilled' their  duty 
faithfully  towards  their  inferiors  as  regards  advice  and  admonition,  and 
have  shunned  partiality  and  dissimulation ;  and  it  is  incimibent  on  men  of 
real  eminence  to  persevere  in  the  due  practice  of  counsel  and  exhortation, 
whether  any  one  attends  to  them  or  not.*  ^ 

STANZA. 

Withhold  from  none  thy  warnings,  but  say  on. 

Although  the  hearer  may  thy  words  neglect 
The  clouds  shower  down  their  rain  the  hills  upon. 

Though  in  their  stony  breasts  they  nought  effect. 

Ealflah  said,  '  I  do  not  close  the  gate  of  advice  against  thee,  but  I  am 
afraid  that  thou]  hast   based  thy  affairs  on  perfidy  and  deceit,  and  hast 


^  I  have  been  obliged  to  omit  the  words  as  dgkdz-i  k&r,  *frt>m  the  commencement  of  the 
affair,'  which  Keene  joins  with  tancdm  gaahtah^  but  which  I  should  prefer  to  connect  with 
fsrifc  girid. 

>  Burticwasthe  wiiu^  animal,  smaUer  than  a  mule  and  bigser  than  an  ass,  upon  which 
Muhammacl  performed  fis  journey  '  by  night,  from  the  sacred  temple  of  Hakkah  to  the 
fiirtiier  temple  of  Jerusalem,'  and  thence  through  the  seven  heavens  to  the  presence  of  God* 
See  Kn'rftn,  ch.  zvii.  \  Sale  p.  209 ;  and  Prideaux's  life  of  Mahomet,  p.  48. 
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adopted  as  thy  practice,  conceit  and  egotusm :  *  The  worst  of  qualtfieatunu  is 
ohstinae^J  And  when  thy  repentance  comes,  it  will  be  unavailing,  and 
however  much  thou  mayest  gnaw  the  back  of  thy  hand  and  lacerate  the 
surface  of  thy  breast,  it  will  be  to  no  purpose,  and  a  proceeding  which  is 
based  on  deceit  and  treachery  wiU  terminate  in  disgrace  and  conclude  in 
dishonor.  So  it  happened  to  the  cunning  partner ;  and  the  pemiciousness  of 
his  stratagem  turned  out  the  noose  of  the  snare  of  calamity,  and  closed  on  his 
own  neck ;  while  his  careless  associate,  by  the  blessing  of  his  uprightness  and 
honest  simplicity,  attained  his  wish.'     Damnah  said,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  XXV. 

Kalflah  said,  '  They  have  related  that  there  were  two  associates,  one  of 
whom  was  shrewd  and  the  other  careless.  The  former,  by  his  extreme 
acuteness  and  cunning,  could  cast  a  thousand  spells  upon  the  water,  and  him 
they  called  Sharp-Wit.  The  latter,  from  his  excessive  stupidity  and  dullness, 
could  not  discern  between  things  profitable  and  injurious,  and  him  they  called 
Light-Heart.  These  two  formed  the  intention  ^  of  trading,  and  set  out  upon 
their  travels  in  company  with  each  other,  and  went  on  traversing  many  a 
stage  and  march.  It  chanced  that  they  found  a  purse  of  gold  in  the  way 
and  viewing  it  as  an  imlooked-for  piece  of  good-fortune,  halted.  The  clever 
partner  said,  '  0  brother !  there  is  in  this  world  plenty  of  profit  that  is  never 
realized.  Now  it  appears  to  be  best  to  be  content  with  this  purse  of  gold 
and  to  finish  our  lives  in  the  nook  of  our  cottages  in  imfettered  ease.' 

YMHSB. 

How  long,  gold-seeking,  round  the  earth  wilt  go  i 
As  grows  thy  treasure  so  thy  care  will  grow. 
Nought  will  the  eye-cup  of  the  greedy  fill^^ 
Pearls  brim  the  shell,  hut  not  until  't  is  still. 

They  then  retraced  their  steps,  and,  entering  the  city,  alighted  at  a 
lodging.  The  careless  partner  said,  '0  brother!  come  on,  let  us  divide  this 
gold,  and  freeing  ourselves  frt)m  anxiety,  spend  our  several  portions 
according  to  our  several  inclinations.'  The  clever  one  replied,  '  It  is  not 
advisable  to  divide  at  present.  Our  judicious  course  would  be  to  take  such 
simis  as  we  require  for  our  immediate  expenditure,  and  place  the  rest  very 
carefrdly  in  deposit  somewhere,  and  every  certain  number  of  days  come  and 
take  frt)m  thence  as  much  as  we  require,  and  preserve  the  remainder  in  the  very 


1  Keene  renders  iahdn-rd  dd^iyah-i  bds&rgdni  ahud—*  They  had  a  claim  upon  a  certain 
merchant.'  I  think,  however,  that  the  words  may  hear  the  sense  I  haye  given  to  them, 
which  would  suit  the  ^eral  story  better,  for  it  is  not  likely  the^  would  have  given  up  their 
claim,  which  they  womd  more  easily  have  realized  with  the  aid  of  their  newly-acquired  funds. 

<  Kdsah-i  ehashm  siffpifles,  I  imagine,  *  the  socket  of  the  eye,'  or  \b  it  used  metaphorically  ? 
'  the  eye  of  the  greody,  like  a  cup  which  can  never  he  filled.' 
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same  maimer,  wliich  will  be  less  peiiloos  and  more  safe.'  The  stapid 
partner  was  deluded  by  this  specious  talk,  and  met  his  plausible  proposal 
with  approval,  and  taking  out  cash  enough  to  meet  his  present  ^  wants,  in 
the  manner  aforesaid,  the  rest  they,  in  conjunotion,  buried  under  a  tree ; 
and  directing  their  course  towards  the  city,  went  and  stopped,  each  in  his 
own  quarters. 

COUPLBT. 

Next  day  when  the  sly  juggling  sky  Undid  the  box  of  subtlety. 

The  partner  who  affected  to  be  astute  went  to  the  foot  of  the  tree,  and 
haying  dug  out  from  the  earth  the  gold,  carried  it  off;  and, his  careless 
associate,  unaware  of  what  had  been  done,  was  engaged  in  spending  the  cash 
he  had,  till  nothing  was  left.  He  then  came  to  the  clever  one,  and  said, 
*  Come  now,  in  order  that  we  may  take  up  something  from  that  deposit,  for  I 
have  become  very  much  in  want.'  The  sharp  fellow  dissembling  his 
knowledge  of  what  had  happened,  said,  'Very  good.'  Then  both  came 
together  to  the  foot  of  the  tree,  and  the  more  they  sought  the  less  they  found. 
Sharp- Wit  then  seized  light-Heart  by  the  collar,  saying,  '  Thou  hast  made 
away  with  this  gold  without  any  one's  knowing  about  it.'  The  poor  man 
swore  and  protested  and  bemoaned  himself,  but  all  in  vain.  In  short,  the 
matter  came  from  wrangling  to  a  summons  before  a  judge,  and  from  dispu- 
ting to  an  appeal  to  the  law.  The  cunning  partner  took  the  careless  one  to 
the  house  of  the  Kazf,  accused  him,  and  recounted  to  the  K4z{  the  particulars 
of  the  case  and  the  tenor  of  the  dispute,  and  after  light-Heart  had  denied  it, 
the  Kizi  demanded  of  Sharp- Wit,  proof  in  support  of  his  charge.  Where- 
upon Sharp- Wit  replied,  '  ^d%i  /  may  God  most  M^h  preserve  thee  ! 

OOUFLBT. 

Take  the  fruition  of  thy  life,  for  from  the  throne  of  fate, 
The  mandate  is  confirmed  which  does  thy  course  perpetuate. 

m 

I  hope  that  the  Glorious  and  Almighty  GK)d  through  His  perfect  power  will 
give  that  tree  the  power  of  speech,  in  order  that  it  may  furnish  testimony  of 
the  theft  of  this  unjust  and  treacherous  person  who  has  carried  off  the  whole 
amount  of  the  gold,  and  deprived  me  of  my  share.  The  Kazf  was  astonished 
at  these  words,  and  after  much  discussion  and  long  debate  they  came  to  this 
agreement,  that  the  next  day  the  Kazf  should  present  himself  at  the  foot  of 
the  tree,  and  call  upon  the  tree  to  bear  witness ;  and  if  its  evidence  should 
corroborate  the  charge,  he  should  issue  his  commands  in  accordance  with  its 
testimony.  The  sharp  partner  went  to  his  house,  and  having  told  the  whole 
story  to  his  father,  withdrew  the  veil  from  the  business  and  said,  '  0  father ! 


1  The  MSS.  differ  here.    NahU  aarah  signifies  current  coin,  opposed  to  nabahrah.    One 

MS.  reads  gj^  i,>^%  which  I  do  not  understand.     Another  reads  bar  in  tcqjah  kih  mazkkr 

tkud  nakdi  ktmUar^  *  in  the  manner  above-mentioned,  a  litUe  money,'  which  seems  simplest 
andhest. 
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it  was  in  reliaiioe  on  thee  that  I  formed  the  idea  of  the  tree's  evidence,  and  in 
ooofidence  of  thy  support  that  I  planted  this  tree  of  artifice  in  the  court  of  the 
judge,  and  the  whole  sSair  depends  on  thy  kindness.  If  thou  wilt 
agree  to  it  we  will  carry  off  that  gold,  and  get  as  much  more^  and 
pass  the  remainder  of  our  lives  in  comfort  and  ease.'  The  father  asked, 
'  What  can  it  be,  which  depends  upon  me  in  this  matter  ? '  The  son  answered 
'  The  centre  of  that  tree  is  hollow  to  such  an  extent  that  if  two  persons  were 
concealed  in  it  they  could  not  be  seen.  Thou  must  go  to-night  and  stop  in  the 
tree  until  to-morrow  when  the  "Kizi  comes  and  calls  for  testimony,  then  thou 
must  give  thy  evidence  in  the  usual  manner.'  The  fiather  said,  '  0  son ! 
Give  up  the  thought  of  deceit  and  trickery,  for  though  they  mayest  deceive 
thy  fellow-creatures,  thou  canst  not  deceive  the  Creator.* 

aUAT&AIK. 

Heaven's  Soyereign  Lord  knows  all  thy  myBtcry, 
He  can  thy  erery  hair  and  vein  descry. 
Granted  thy  wiles  may  Uind  thy  feUoip  miii, 
Can  they  cheat  him  who  dam  dl  nature  scan  ? 

Oh !  many  are  the  artifices  thai  prove  a  source  of  ruin  to  their  author,  and  the 
just  recompense  of  ipUeh  recoils  on  him,  so  that  he  is  left  disgraced  and 
exposed  to  igpunnxny,  and  I  fear  lest  thy  deceit  should  turn  out  like  the  artifice 
ofth»Frog.    The  son  inquired,  'How  was  that?' 

STOEY  XXVI. 

The  Father  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  Frog  had  taken  up  its  abode 
beside  a  Snake,  and  fixed  its  dwelling  hard  by  that  cruel  tyrant.  As  offcen  as 
the  Frog  had  young  ones  the  Snake  used  to  devour  them,  and  pang  her  heart 
with  the  bumiag  regret  for  the  loss  of  her  chiLdren.  Now  this  Frog  had  a 
Mendship  with  a  Grab.  One  day  she  went  to  him  and  said,  '  0  kind  friend ! 
excogitate  for  me  some  suitable  device,  for  I  have  a  powerM  enemy  and  a 
mighty  foe,  against  whom  resistance  is  not  to  be  thought  of,  and  from  whom 
it  is  not  possible  to  remove  or  migrate,'  for  the  spot  where  I  have  fixed  my 
residence  is  an  exceedingly  pleasant  place  and  heart-delighting  abode.  It  is  a 
meadow,  the- verdant  environs  of  which  are  as  exhilarating  as  the  garden  of 
heaven,  and  whose  delicious  breeze  diffuses  odour  like  the  ringlets  of  the  fair. 


A  hundred  thousand  flowers  there  are  beaming, 
The  verdure  smiling  and  the  hushed  waves  dreaming. 


1  In  what  manner  ?  Does  the  Cn  tar  refer  to  his  own  share,  and  the  ehanddn-i  dlgar  to 
his  partner's  ?  or  had  he  some  other  rascality  in  yiew  ?  or  is  it  a  mere  careless  unmeaning 
expression  of  the  author  ?    I  incline  to  tiie  latter  opinion. 

s  Keene  renders  this,  'nor  is  any  tale  or  allegory  of  veneeance  within  my  reach,'  which 
makes  but  indifferent  sense.  He  seems  to  hare  overlookea  the  very  common  meaning  of 
nafdj  *  migration '  which  it  obviously  bears  in  this  passage. 
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Each  flower  is  still  a  brighter  hue  aasuming, 
Each  a  tax  letLgae  the  love-Bick  air  perfiiming. 
The  rose  her  book  of  hundred  leaves  ^  unfolding, 
The  tulip's  hand  a  cup  of  red  wine  holding. 
The  northern  zephyr  ambergris  round  spreading, 

Still  through  its  limits  Taried  scents  is  shedding. 

And  no  one  would  of  Mb  free  choice  abandon  such  a  spot,  nor  withdraw  his 

heart  trcfm  this  exemplar  of  the  Paradise  above. 

COUFLBI. 

My  home  is  in  the  Magiansf  street,  how  fjEur  a  spot  is  it ! 
No  man  of  sense  in  all  the  world  would  such  a  dwelling  quit.' 

The  Grab  said,  'Do  not  distress  thyself  for  one  can  pinion  a  strong 
enemy  with  the  lasso  of  deceit,  and  precipitate  a  powerfid  foe  into  the 
snare  of  stratagem. 

OOUFLET. 

If  one  the  grains  of  craft  around  him  fling. 
Sly  birds  enow  he'll  to  his  snare  soon  bring.' 

The  Frog  said,  '  What  problem  from  a  book  of  stratagems  hast  thou  solved 
with  reference  to  this  ?  And  what  remedy  hast  thou  secured  to  repel  the 
assault  of  this  malevolent  foe  ? '  The  Grab  replied,  '  In  such  and  such  a 
place  there  is  an  ichneumon,  contentious  and  mettlesome.  Gatch  some  fish 
and  kill  them,  and  drop  them  frt>m  in  frt>nt  of  his  hole  to  the  abode  of  the 
snake,  in  order  that  the  ichneimion  may  devour  them  one  by  one,  and  keep 
going  on  in  quest  of  another.  It  is  quite  certain  that  when  he  comes  to  the 
Snake's  hole,  he  will  carry  him  off  too,  and  liberate  thee  frt>m  his  wicked 
injuries.''  The  Frog  by  this  plan,  which  was  in  comformity  with  the  decree 
of  i!ate,  slew  the  Snake,  and  when  after  this  occurrence  two  or  three  days  had 
passed,  the  ichneumon  felt  an  inclination  to  bestir  himself  in  quest  of  fish  to 
eat* and  repeat  what  he  had  now  become  accustomed  to.  He  again  set  out 
in  search  of  fish  by  the  same  road  that  he  had  previously  measured  with  the 
foot  of  desire,  and  as  he  found  no  fish  he  devoured  the  Frog  with  all  its 
young. 

COXTFLBT. 

Thou  didst  me  from  the  wolfs  daws  free;  but  now 
I  do  at  last  peroeiye  a  wolf  art  thou. 

And  I  have  adduced  this  story  to  thee  that  the  conclusion  of  deceit  is 
embarrassment  and  the  end  of  fraud  and  treachery  is  repentance  and 
humiliation. 

OOXJFLXr. 

Do  not  into  the  Tale  of  guile  and  fraud  thy  footsteps  bend. 
For  thou  wilt  Ml  into  the  snare  of  sorrow  in  the  end.' 


^  ^ad  warak  is  also  the  name  of  a  kind  of -rose. 
'  Lit :  *  From  his  wickedness  and  injuries.' 
'  Lit. :   *  In  quest  of  eating  of  flsh.' 
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The  son  said,  '  0  father !  curtail  these  speeches  and  suspend  these  remote 
and  £Eir-off  anxieties^  for  this  matter  offers  but  little  trouble  and  much 
advantage.'  The  desire  of  gain  and  fondness  for  his  son  led  the  poor  old 
man  from  the  alighting-place  of  uprightness  and  religious  principle  into  the 
wilderness  of  injustice  and  perfidy ;  and  the  recondite  saying,  *  Verily  yowr 
wives  and  your  children  are  a  t&mptatton  to  you^  '  was  made  patent.  Having 
abandoned,  then,  the  path  of  honorable  feeling  with  neglect,  and  having  entirely 
folded  up  the  caipet  of  magnanimity,  he  thought  fit  to  undertake  a  proceeding 
which  is  prohibited  and  forbidden  both  by  law  and  custom,  and  in  that  dark 
night  he  placed  himself  in  the  tree,  with  a  heart  gloomy  and  foul.  In  the 
morning — ^when  that  judge  of  clear  intelligence,  the  sun,  showed  himself  in 
the  tribunal  of  the  sky,  and  the  perfidy  of  black-visaged  night  became  clear 
as  day  to  mankind — ^the  Kdzi  with  a  number  of  the  notables,  presented 
himself  at  the  foot  of  the  tree,  and  a  crowd  of  people  formed  in  lines  to  view 
the  sight.  The  Kazf  then  turned  his  face  towards  the  tree,  and  after  stating 
the  charge  of  the  plaintiff  and  the  denial  of  the  defendant  called  upon  him  to 
explain  the  state  of  the  case.  Thereupon  a  voice  issued  from  the  tree,saying 
'  Light-Heart  has  taken  away  the  money  and  acted  injuriously  to  Sharp- Wit, 
his  partner.'  The  Kdzf  was  astonished,  and  sagaciously  discerned  that  some 
one  was  concealed  in  the  tree,  and  that  some  adroit  contrivance  would  be 
required  to  capture  him. 

COUFLST. 

Each  «ecret  plan  firom  reason's  eye  concealed. 
Can  but  by  connsers  mirror  be  revealed. 

He  then  gave  orders  for  them  to  collect  a  quantity  of  firewood,  and  deposit  it 

round  the  tree,  after  which  they  set  fire  to  it,  so  that  they  extorted  a  cry  of 

anguish  ^  from  that  imprudent  and  vain  schemer.     The  covetous  old  man  for 

some  time  bore  with  it,  but  when  he  saw  that  his  life  was  in  peril,  he  called 

for  quarter,  and  the  Kdzf,  having  brought  him  out  and  comforted  him, 

inquired  how  matters  stood.    The  half-bumed  old  man  gave  a  true  narration 

of  what  had  occurred,  and  the  Kazf,  being  informed  of  the  circumstances, 

related  to  the  people  the  honest  disposition  and  forbearance  of  Light-Heart, 

and  the  perfidy  and  villainy  of  Sharp- Wit,  and  simultaneously  with  this,  the 

fraudulent  old  man  removed  the  furniture  of  life  from  this  transitory  world  to 
the  mansion  of  eternity,  and  in  the  heat  of  his  burning  worldly  passions 


1  Knr'&n,  Fl.  Ixiv.,  16,  Mar,  Ixiv.,  16  ;  Sale,  p.  411, 1.  2 :  *  0  tme  believers !  verily  of  vour 
wives  and  children  yon  have  nn  enemy  ;  wherefore  beware  of  them.'  I  have  translatea  the 
verse  a  little  differenUy  from  Sale,  whose  note  is,  '  For  these  are  apt  to  distract  a  man  from 
his  duty,  especially  in  time  of  distress ;  a  married  man  carin?  for  the  things  that  are  of  this 
world,  while  the  unmarried  carethfor  the  things  that  belong  to  the  Lord.'  See  also  1  Cor.  vii,  26. 

*  Biid  is,  properly,  *■  smoke,'  but  si^^nifies  ako  *  a  sifh,'  for  the  Persians  have  a  most  forced 
but  favouiite  simile,  in  which  the  sighing  of  the  <ustressed  is  compared  to  smoke  issuing 
from  a  chimney.  In  Keene's  translation  this  passage  is  agood  specimen  of  the  disadvantage  of 
being  too  literal,  *  Till  they  brought  smoke  out  of  the  fimiily  (or  breath  out  of  the  body)  of 
that  unfinished  man,  raw  business.* 
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arrived  iii  the  flames  of  the  next  world's  penal  fire.  The  son,  too,  after 
soffering  the  severest  punishment  and  roughest  usage,  had  to  put  the  corpse 
of  his  father  on  his  shoulders,  and  so  betake  himself  to  the  city :  while 
light-Heart,  through  the  blessing  of  his  truth  and  honesty,  and  integrity 
and  good  parts,  received  back  his  gold  and  proceeded  to  occupy  himself  with 
his  own  matters. 

And  the  moral  to  be  drawn  from  the  relation  of  this  story  is,  that  people 
may  know  that  the  final  result  of  deceit  is  distasteful,  and  the  condiision 
of  treachery  is  misfortune  and  contempt. 

▼EBSE. 

Who  ia  the  narrow  pass  of  fraud  dares  tread, 
Will  at  the  last  bring  ruin  on  his  head. 
Fraud,  like  a  snake  bicephalous,  uprears 
A  double  danger  and  alternate  fears : 
That  head  may  wound  the  enemy  'tis  true, 
But  this  darts  mischief  on  its  fosterer,  too.' 

Damnah  said,  'Thou  hast  fixed  on  prudence  the  name  of  deceit,  and 
given  to  counsel  the  title  of  fraud  and  perfidy.  I  have  managed  this  affair 
with  sound  judgment  and  effected  this  important  matter  with  just  discernment.' 
Ealflah  replied,  *  Thou  art  at  such  a  point  in  imbecility  of  judgment  and 
weakness  of  counsel  that  the  tongue  fails  in  describing  it,  and  such  is  thy 
position  as  to  baseness  of  mind  and  overpowering  greediness  of  place  that 
explanation  is  helpless  in  narrating  it.  To  thy  master  and  benefactor,  the 
advantages  of  thy  craft  and  deceit  are  such  as  thou  seest,  so  that  in  the  end, 
what  will  be  the  punishment  and  torture  which  will  overtake  thee !  for  the 
infamy  of  thy  double-face  and  double-tongue,  will  yield  an  evil  result.' 
Damnah  rejoined,  '  What  harm  is  there  in  having  a  double  face  ?  for  the 
delicate  rose  by  being  double-faced,  forms  the  ornament  of  the  garden ;  and 
what  fear  from  being  double-tongued  ?  for  the  pen  of  the  minister  with  its 
two  tongues,  is  the  safeguard  of  property  and  land.  The  sword  which  has 
but  one  &ce — ^its  office  is  to  drink  blood ;  while  the  comb,  which  has  two 
faces,  rests  on  the  place  where  the  hair  is  parted— on  the  forehead  of  the 
lovely. 

8TA1VZA. 

He,  like  the  sword,  drinks  blood,  this  world  ^  among. 
Who  from  close  nature  '  has  one  face — one  tongue : 
But  he,  bilingoal,  two>&ced,  like  the  comb. 
Will  on  men's  foreheads,  chief-like,  find  his  home.' 

Kalilah  answered,  *  0  Damnah !  cease  this  rhetoric,  for  thou  art  not  that 


1  Daur  sigTiifies  '  an  age/  *  revolution  of  time,'  '  the  world,'  and  also  '  the  circulation  of 

2 

here. 


the  cup,'  which  in  connection  with  mi  khuratly  supplies  an  equivoque. 

^  Pdk  gauhar  *  purity  of  nature,'  but  also  'singleness  of  essence'  which  is  the  meaning 
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double  rose  that  the  eye  should  be  refreshed  by  gazing  on  thy  beauty,  but 
rather  the  heart-afflicting  thorn  from  which  nought  but  injury  results  to  men ; 
nor  art  thou  that  two-tongued  pen  that  thou  shouldest  frimish  information  of 
the  secrets  of  state  and  of  the  empire :  nay,  thou  art  the  forked-tongued 
serpent,  the  wound  of  whose  fang  is  nought  but  fatal  poison.  Moreover, 
the  serpent,  even,  is  better  and  more  excellent  than  thou,  for  from  one  of  his 
tongues  comes  poison,  and  from  the  other  the  antidote,  while  venom  rains 
frt>m  both  thy  tongues,  and  neither  has  the  vestige  or  trace  of  an  antidote : 
and  it  is  proper  that  frt>m  a  man's  tongue  all  that  is  salutary  should  be  pro- 
duced for  his  friends,  though  if  poison  be  brought  forth  for  his  foes,  it  is 
right  enough ;  according  as  a  sage  has  said, 

C0X7PLBT. 

Poison  and  antidote  my  tongue  sapplies, 
This  for  my  friends — ^that  for  my  enemies/ 

Damnah  said,  '  Leave  off  rebuking  me,  for,  perhaps,  a  reconciliation  wiU 
spring  up  between  the  lion  and  Shanzabah,  and  the  foundation  of  friendship 
and  concord  may  be  again  laid.'  Kalflah  replied,  '  This  speech  again  belongs 
to  the  class  of  sayings  which  are  fraught  with  impossibility ;  but  thou, 
perhaps,  hast  not  learned  that  three  things  are  stable  before  the  occurrence  of 
three  things,  but,  after  that,  their  stability  enters  into  the  category  of  impossi- 
bilities, and  their  abiding  into  the  class  of  things  that  cannot  be.  First,  the 
water  of  a  fountain  and  conduit  is  sweet  so  long  as  it  has  not  reached  the  sea, 
but  when  it  has  joined  the  ocean,  thenceforward  purity  and  sweetness  are  not 
to  be  expected  from  it.  Secondly,  unanimity  amongst  relations  continues  so 
long  as  malevolent  and  wicked  men  have  not  intruded  between  them :  but 
after  the  interference  of  evil  and  ill-disposed  persons,  harmony  and  concord 
in  the  circle  of  relatives  and  kinsmen  are  not  to  be  looked  for.  Thirdly,  the 
reservoir  of  companionship  and  friendship  will  continue  clear  so  long  as  they 
allow  tale-bearers  and  mischief-makers  no  opportunity  of  speaking ;  but  when 
double-&ced  and  double-tongued  persons  find  the  means  of  introducing  their 
calumnies  between  two  affectionate  friends,  no  confidence  can  after  that  be 
placed  in  their  friendship ;  and  hereafter,  if  the  Ox  should  escape  frt>m  the 
daws  of  the  Lion,  it  is  not  possible  that  he  should  be  moved  by  his  courtesies 
or  kind  speeches,  or  should  show  any  eagerness  for  reconciliation  and  a 
renewal  of  confidence,  and,  even  on  the  supposition  that  the  gates  of  amity 
could  remain  open,  each  would  be  apprehensive  of  the  other.' 

00X7PLBT. 

The  broken  cord  may  yet  be  joined  again,         But  in  the  midst  a  knot  will  aye  remain. 

Damnah  said,  '  K  I  relinquish  my  attendance  on  the  Lion,  and  keep 
assiduously  to  the  border  of  my  cot,  and,  seizing  with  the  hand  of  eager  pur- 
pose the  skirt  of  the  advantages  of  thy  society,  should  place  the  head  of 
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sedusion  in  the  collar  of  leidrementy  what  then?'  Ealflah  replied,  'Heaven 
forbid  that  I  should  associate  with  thee  longer,  or  incline  again  to  thy 
society,  and  I  have  all  along  been  kept  in  terror  by  intimacy  with  thee,  and 
in  my  heart  have  nnceasingly  repudiated  thy  alliance.  For  the  learned  have 
said,  '  One  should  abstain  from  the  society  of  the  ignorant  and  depraved,  and 
embrace  the  service  of  the  sensible  and  good,  since  union  with  vicious  and 
profligate  persons  is  like  fostering  a  snake.  However  great  pains  the  snake- 
catcher  may  take  in  looking  after  the  serpent,  in  the  end  it  will  give  him  a  taste 
of  poison  from  its  gums ;  ^  and  attendance  on  men  of  understanding  and  virtue 
resembles  the  tray  of  the  perfrmier,  of  which,  though  one  may  not  get  any 
of  the  contents,  the  sweet  odour  of  its  extract  of  roses  will  yet  eventually 
fill  his  nostrils  with  fragrance. 

YBBSE. 

Be  like  the  perfome-seUers,  for  thy  dress 
Near  them  will  share  the  odors  they  possess. 
How  long  wilt  thou,  like  to  the  blacksmith's  forge. 
Thick  smoke  and  sparks  on  all  sides  round  disgorge  ? 

0  Damnah !  how  can  one  hope  for  faithfulness  and  kindness  from  thee  ? — 
thou  who  hast  thought  fit  to  practice  such  behaviour  towards  a  king ;  and 
ignore  the  &vors  of  him  who  has  made  thee  his  friend  and  honored  [minister], 
his  confidential  adviser,  and  illustrious  to  such  a  degree,  that,  under  the 
shadow  of  his  fortunes,  thou  mountest  elevated  like  the  sun;  and  by 
means  of  attending  on  whose  heaven-resembling  threshold,  thou  dost  place  the 
foot  of  boasting  on  the  forehead  of  the  twin  polar  stars. 

OOUPLBT. 

In  thee  no  gratitade,  no  shame,  is  left,  Thou  art  of  manly  honour  all  bereft. 

And  frt)m  such  a  person,  should  I  choose  to  remove  myself  a  thousand  leagues, 
a  lofty  understanding  would  hold  me  excused,  and  if  I  abandon  the  society 
of  so  worthless  a  person,  reason  will  affirm  that  I  have  been  rightly 
guided.' 

STANZA. 

From  fellowship  of  seeming  friends  't  were  better  far  to  part : 
Absence  is  better  than,  with  one  thou  lorest  not,  to  stay. 

A  comrade  whose  society  ddightcth  not  thy  heart, 
*T  were  best  from  him  a  hundred  leagues  to  be  removed  away. 

And  just  as  the  companionship  of  the  good  and  pious  possesses  immense 
advantages,  so  association  with  base  and  wicked  persons  produces  infinite 
nuschief,  and  the  society  of  the  bad  is  rapid  in  its  effects,  and  its 
injurious   results   manifest  themselves  in  a  very  brief  period;   whierefore 


1  Keene  takes  bUi  as  the  reading,  and  translates  *  After  all,  the  flavour  of  venom  will  give 
out  a  smell  from  his  gums/  Sho^  any  one  prefer  this  sense  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  it. 
'  According  to  Keene,  *  Bcason,  our  guide, will  coxmcct  me  wi^  rectitude.' 

n2 
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it  behoves  him  that  is  thoroughly  wise  to  form  friendship  with  men  of 
wisdom  and  of  praiseworthy  conduct  and  veracious  and  amiable  manners,  and 
to  avoid  false,  slanderous,  unamiable  and  profligate  companions. 

VBB8B. 

Since  on  mankind  thy  door  thou  canst  not  cloae,^ 

Nor  in  thy  lonely  closet  sole  repose, 

Bestow  thy  friendship  on  the  good,  for  it 

Is  not  for  each  dark-hearted  miscreant  fit. 

This  saying  of  a  sage  recurs  to  me-^ 

(God's  mercy  on  his  saintly  spirit  he  I) 

*■  He  who  of  foolish  men  becomes  the  fnend. 

Will  find  their  friendship  troublous  in  the  end.' 

And  whoever  chooses  an  unworthy  Mend  or  leans  upon  the  aid  of  an  ignorant 
person,  will  meet  with  what  that  Gardener  met  with.'  Damnah  inquired, 
*  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  XXVII. 

Ealilah  said, '  They  have  related  there  was  a  Gardener  who  for  a  long  time 
had  been  occupied  with  various  kind  of  tillage,  and  hod  spent  his  fair  life  in 
the  culture  of  gardens  and  pleasure-grounds.  He  possessed  a  garden  whose 
Eden-typifying  parterres,  by  the  delightfulness  of  their  shrubs,  threw  the 
dust  of  envy  into  the  eyes  of  the  gardener  of  Iram ;  and,  by  the  freshness  of 
their  flowers  and  streamlets,  inflxed  a  scar  on  the  breast  of  the  flower-garden 
of  Ehawamak.'  A  peacock -like  splendour  shone  on  its  many-coloured  trees, 
and  the  radiance  of  the  diadem  of  Kaus^  gleamed  on  its  gold-bespangled 
flowers.  The  surface  of  its  ground  was  bright  like  the  cheek  of  a  gem- 
covered  beauty,  and  the  breath  of  its  zephyr  was  fragrant  as  the  dwelling  of 
an  ambergris-selling  artist.  Its  trees,  youthM  in  promise,  were,  by  the 
abundance  of  their  fruits,  back-bent  Hke  men  of  age ;  and  its  luscious^  fruits, 
like  the  sweetmeats  of  Paradise,  were  fully  ripened  without  the  heat  of  fire. 
The  hues  of  its  vernal  and  autumnal  fruitage  reached  the  utmost  verge  of 
freshness  and  delicacy ;  and  its  apples,  imfraught  with  evil,'  like  the  chins  of 

^  Eeene  translates,  *  as  lon^  as  it  is  possible  to  close  *  etc.,  and  separates  the  two  first 
YCTses  in  sense  from  the  two  following.  They  appear  to  me  to  be  so  connected  as  that 
the  two  former  are  the  reason  of  the  two  latter. 

'  Khawamak  was  a  celebrated  palace  built  by  Sinimm&r,  the  architect,  at  the  command  of 
N'um&n-bin-Munzir,  10th  kinj^  of  Hirat,  for  King  Bahr&m  G<ir,  in  Babylonia ;  and  is  said  to 
have  been  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world.  The  stones  of  which  it  was  composed  assumed  various 
tints  at  different  hours  of  the  day,  and  were  all  based  on  one  stone  in  such  wise  that  were 
that  one  to  have  been  removed,  all  would  have  fallen  in  ruins.  Dreading  the  betrayal  of 
this  keystone,  or  fearing  lest  Sinimm&r  should  erect  a  palace,  still  more  beautiful,  for  his 
enemies,  N'um&n  commanded  the  architect  to  be  hurled  from  the  topmost  tower. 

'  Kai  K&<is,  second  king  of  the  Kaianian  or  second  dynasty  of  Persia,  and  son  of  Kai 
Kubiid. 

*  I  read,  with  the  MSS.,  miwah-i  haidwat  dmizaah  for  the  haldwat  dtciztuh  of  the 
printed  and  lithographed  editions. 

^^SfbiB^an  apple,*  dgib  *  calamity,'  and  for  the  sake  of  the  equivoque  aib-i  hi  dsib  '  the 
uninjurious  *  or  *  wholesome  *  *  apple'  is  a  favourite  phrase  in  Persian. 
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heart-ravishing  nlver-bodied  beauties,  made  prey  of  hearts ;  and,  by  their 
lovely  colour  and  exhilarating  odour,  brought  a  whole  world  into  their  fetters. 

STANZA. 

To  a  friend's  chin  the  apple  they  compare, 
Hnk-hued,  and  mid  the  garden  shewing  fair.> 
'T  is  like  a  lamp  that  glitters  from  a  tree, 
Who,  in  bright  day,  a  lamp  there  e'er  would  see  ? 

The  pear  suspended  from  each  bongh  flagons  of  the  water  of  life,  with  cups 
full  of  the  sharbat  of  the  sugar-cane,  and,  by  the  public  proffer  of  an  unar- 
tificial  comiit,'  stimulated  the  inclinations  of  the  indolent  devoid  of  capital 
and  interest 

YSR8E. 

How  shall  I  sing  its  praises?  for,  sweet  in  taste,  the  pear 
Is  a  flask  of  many  sujgar-canes  suspended  in  the  air. 

And  the  quince,  clothed  in  wool,  like  vigil-keeping  Sufis,'  thrust  forth  its 
head  with  its  yellow  cheeks  from  the  bars  of  the  monastery  of  creation, 
while  its  dust-discoloured  countenance  acquainted  the  grief-soiled  hearts  of 
lovers  with  the  affection^  of  thsir  moon-resembling  mistresses. 

OCUFLBT. 

I — ^from  my  love — am  yellow,  and  the  quince — from  moon  and  sun, 
It  from  sun  and  moon — and  I,  from  doting  on  my  moon-£EU^  one. 

The  golden  ball  of  the  orange,  amid  the  verdant  foliage,  was  like  the  globe  of 
the  most  bright  sun  shining  in  the  azure  ^  sky,  and  the  gilded  censer  of  the 
citron,  with  its  heart-deUghting  odour  and  exhilarating  perfume,  was  flashing 
in  the  court  of  the  garden. 

YBBSE. 

Like  the  lips  of  smiling  beauty,  the  pomegranate's  [cool]  hue 
Made  the  mouths  of  loyers  water,*  delightfbl  to  the  yiew. 
There,  heayen,  like  a  goldsmith,  who  might  their  worth  appraise. 
Had  cast  rich  ruby  jewels  in  the  assay-fire's  blaze.'' 


*  lit.,  as  Keene  translates,  '  its  colour  grew  red,  and  the  whole  face  was  lighted  up  in 
the  garden.' 

'  In  plain  English  '  you  could  gather  the  pear  without  paying  for  it,  and  it  was  one  of 
nature's  sweetmeats.'  I  take  bi-dud  (literally  *  without  smoke*)  to  refer  to  bi  hardrat-i  dtish 
raaidahy  *  ripened  without  the  heat  of  fire,'  which  occurs  twelve  hnes  above. 

>  The  SdfiB  are  a  religious  order,  who  lead  a  stricter  and  more  contemplative  life  than 
the  common  Darveshes.  I%e  word  signifies,  originally,  '  one  clothed  in  wool  and  who  refrains 
from  wearing  silk.'  Or  more  probably  it  is  a  corruption  of  <ro^s '  wise.'  The  former  etymology 
is  the  one  here  selected,  for  the  sake  of  the  equivoque. 

*  Here  is  an  equivoque  impossible  to  follow  in  English,  mihr  sigi^fying  *  the  sun '  and 
also  'love'  *  affection.' 

*  Lit :  '  green,'  an  epithet  constantly  given  by  Persians  to  the  sky,  however  un- 
suitable it  may  appear  to  us. 

A  Ab'i  danddn^  literally  '  water  of  the  teeth.'  In  the  Dictionary  we  find  harif-i  db  it 
danddttf  *  whatever  is  agreeable  to  one's  disposition.' 

7  Here  is  another  equivoque — ndr  signifies  *  fire'  in  Arabic,  and  *a  pomegranate '  in  Persian. 
The  seeds  of  this  fruit  are  compared  to  rubies  which  have  been  placed  in  its  red  pulp  as  in 
the  fire — to  test  them. 
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When  my  roioe  would  sing  the  praiaes  of  the  peach,  't  Ib  sandy  fit, 
That  my  words  should  horrow  freshness,  and  gain  InHcioasness^  from  it. 
Ere  our  lip,  like  Up  of  loyer,  on  its  tender  lip  is  gloed, 
The  juices  of  its  beauty  and  deliciousness  exude. 

On  one  side  was  the  incomparable  fig,  the  description  of  whose  excellence  has 
been  placed  by  the  hand  of  Omnipotence  on  the  leaf  of  [the  vene]  '  By  the 
fig^^  and  in  which  the  same  hand  has  mingled  a  sweet  confection  from  the 
poppy  and  sugar-candy,'  and  on  the  other  side  grew  the  pellucid  grape,  the 
redtal  of  whose  perfections  has  been  described  by  the  pen  of  infinite  wisdom 
on  the  illustrioos  page,  ^AinA  vu$  cause  com  to  epring  forth  therein^  and  grapee^^ — 
like  a  moist  blister  that  has  started  up  on  the  palm  of  the  green  leaf;  and,  on 
the  edges  of  the  parterres,  the  gold-striped  circular  melons,  with  tender  down 
and  &ir*  cheeks,  showed  themselves,  like  the  fiill  moon,  which  appears  on  the 
horizon  of  the  cerulean  sky. 


The  melon  balls^  that  grew  in  that  green  field 

From  Eden's  fruitage  bore  the  ball  away. 
Musk  they  and  wine— no  musk  such  scent  can  yield — 

Soft-downed — ^in  their  soft  down  no  hair  have  they. 

And  the  old  peasant  was  so  much  attached  to  each  tree,  that  he  felt 
neither  paternal  *  cares  nor  solicitude  for  ofiGspring ;  and  passed  his  time  in 
that  garden  in  solitude.  But,  to  be  brief,  he  at  last  became  oppressed  by 
the  horror  of  loneliness,  and  much  dejected  by  the  dread  his  solitary  and 
separate  life  inspired. 

HEMISTICH. 

The  rose,  the  violet  is  here— in  yain,  without  a  friend. 

In  short,  heart-sore  from  the  grief  of  being  alone,  he  came  forth  to  wander  in 
the  plain,  and,  at  the  skirt  of  the  mountain,  which  stretched  out  limitless  as 
the  area  of  the  expanse  of  hope,  he  was  walking  onward,  when,  by  chance,  a 


1  Kur*&n,  ch.  xcr,  1;  Sale  p.  447,  1.  17:  'By  the  fig  and  the  olive;  and  by  Mount 
Sinai  and  this  territory  of  security ;  verily  we  created  man  of  a  most  excellent  fabric/  Sale 
adds  in  a  note,  *  God  swears  by  these  two  fruits  because  of  their  great  uses  and  virtues ;  for 
the  fig  is  wholesome  and  of  easy  digestion,  and  physically  good  to  carry  off  phlegm,  etc.' 

'  I  conjecture  the  meaning  to  be  that  the  fiff  ta8t<»  like  opium  and  sugar,  which,  indeed 
in  my  judgment,  it  does.  E^ne  translates,  *  and  had  composed  a  rare  sweetness  out  of 
fragrant  herbs  and  fine  sugar.' 

3  Kur'&n,  ch.  Izxx.  28 ;  Sale  p.  435, 1.  32 :  'We  pour  down  water  by  showers ;  afterwards 
we  clciave  the  earth  in  clefts,  and  we  cause  com  to  spring  forth  therein,  and  graces,  and 
clover,  and  the  olive,  and  the  palm,  and  gardens  planted  thick  with  trees,  and  friuts,  and 
grass,  for  the  use  of  yourselves  and  of  your  cattle.' 

*  Tmfah  signifies,  according  to  the  Dictionary,  *■  anything  new,  agreeable,  wonderful.' 

B  In  the  game  of  Chaug&n,  the  victor  strikes  the  ball  away  from  his  anta^nist.  Hence, 
one  who  gets  the  mastery  is  said  to  carry  off  the  ball,  as  we  should  say  a  man  caines  off  the  palm. 
Keene's  translation  is  here  hardly  intelligible — '  with  a  freshness  of  ringlets,  in  the  form  of 
its  hair  never  was.' 

*  I  use '  paternal '  in  the  sense  of '  with  reference  to  a  father,'  not  in  the  common  sense 
of  fatherly  towards  children.  The  whole  sentence,  however,  means  no  more  than  that  the 
gardener  nad  no  family  to  care  for. 
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Bear,  too,  of  uncouth  maimers  and  ungainly  form,  of  unpleasant  aspect  and 
foul  nature,  had,  by  reason  of  feeling  lonely,  turned  its  face  from  the  top  of 
the  mountain  downward.  The  moment  they  met,  on  both  sides,  through 
the  similarity  of  their  nature,^  the  chain  of  kindly  feeling  was  put  in 
motion,  and  the  heart  of  the  peasant  became  inclined  to  the  society  and 
companionship  of  the  Bear. 

DXSnOHS. 

Each  atom  in  this  earth  and  heaven,  we  find, 
Resembles  straw  and  amber  '  to  its  kind. 
Things  igneouB  with  fiery  essences  unite, 
And  bodies  luminous  seek  things  of  light. 
Pure  natures  wishfully  pursue  things  pure, 
And  gloom  attracts  the  sorrowful  and  dure . 
How  are  the  Tain  seized  on  by  Tanities,  * 
And  to  wise  men  how  pleasing  are  the  wise ! 
The  foolish  fools  to  follow  them  compel, 
And  others,  others  like  them  please  as  welL 

The  ineiq)erienced  Bear,  observing  the  civility  of  the  peasant,  became  com- 
pletely attached  to  his  society,  and  at  a  slight  signal,  placed  his  head  at  his 
feet  and  entered  that  Paradise-resembling  garden,  and  by  the  peasant's 
presenting  and  honoring  him  with  those  delicious  fruits,  the  friendship  between 
them  was  cemented  and  the  root  of  the  plant  of  amity  became  firmly  im- 
planted in  the  ground  of  each  of  their  hearts. 

TBBBB. 

And  some  time  in  that  garden's  comer,  yet  They  Unger— -Well  contented  to  have  met. 

And  whenever  the  Gardener,  from  excessive  fatigue,  placed  the  head  of 
tranquillity  in  the  shade  of  repose  on  the  pillar  of  rest ;  the  Bear,  from  motives 
of  love  and  affection,  sate  beside  his  pillow  and  drove  away  the  flies  from 
hisfJEU^e. 

HSmSTICH. 

I  would  not  e'en  a  fly  should  darken  that  dear  lip. 

One  day  the  Gardener  had  reclined  and  gone  to  sleep  in  his  accustomed 
manner,  and  a  number  of  flies  collected  on  his  face.  The  Bear  was  occupied 
in  driving  them  off,  but,  however  often  he  dislodged  them,  they  presently 
returned,  and  when  he  repelled  them  on  this  side  they  made  an  onslaught  on 
the  other.  The  Bear  waxed  wroth,  and  lifting  up  a  stone  of  twenty  mans' 
weight* — ^inwardly  resolving  to  kill  the  flies — dashed  it  down  on  the  face  of 


^  This  is  surely  a  slander  upon  horticulturists.  The  care  of  flowers  would  dispose  us,  one 
would  think,  to  gentle  feelings,  not  to  bearish  ones — ^yet  the  first  tiller  of  the  ground  was  a 
fratricide. 

'  In  Persian,  amber  is  styled  kahrubd  'the  straw-attracter.' 
'  Keene  transUtcs,  *  what  is  it  that  carries  away  vain  persons  ?  some  yanity.' 
*  If  the  man  be  reckoned  at  40  lbs.  weight,  this  stone  would  weigh  800  lbs.  or  about  half 
aton. 


t 
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ihiB  hapless  peasant  The  flies  suffered  no  harm  from  the  terrible  blow  of 
that  stone,  but  the  old  Oaidener  was  reduced  to  dust :  and  hence  the  sages 
have  said  that  a  wise  enemy  is  every  way  better  than  an  ignorant  Mend. 

OOUFLST. 

Foei  that  embitter  life  are  better  £Gur,  Than  they  who  ignorant  but  friendly  are. 

And  I  have  related  this  story  with  this  object,  to  show  that  Mendship  with 
thee  presents  the  same  result  as  if  one's  head  should  be  exposed  to  destruction 
and  one's  breast  be  the  target  for  the  shafts  of  calamity. 

COUPLET. 

Fools'  company  like  to  an  empty  pot,  Is  black  without,  and  anght  within  is  not.' 

Damnah  said,  '  I  am  not  so  imbecile  as  not  to  distinguish  that  which  is  for 
my  fiiend's  advautage  from  what  is  injurious  to  him,  or  not  to  discriminate 
between  what  is  good  and  evil  with  respect  to  him.'  Kalflah  replied,  'I 
acknowledge  that  thou  hast  not  reached  this  degree  of  foUy,  but  the  dust  of 
selfishness  makes  the  eyes  of  the  heart  dark  and  blinded.  It  is  to  be  expected 
that  from  some  interested  motive,  thou  wilt  neglect  thy  friend  and  get  ready 
a  thousand  incongruous  evasions  to  excuse  thyself,  just  as  in  the  matter  of 
the  lion  and  Shanzabah,  thou  hast  stirred  up  all  this  treason  and  still  layest 
claim  to  innocence  and  goodness,  and  the  case  of  thee  with  thy  friends  is 
like  the  case  of  that  Merchant,  who  said,  '  In  a  city  where  a  mouse  devours  a 
hundred  mans  of  iron,  what  wonder  if  a  sparrow-hawk  should  carry  off  a 
lad  ? '     '  Damnah  inquired,  *  How  was  that  ?  ' 

STORY  xxvin. 

Kalflah  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  Merchant  of  small  means  was 
going  on  a  journey ;  with  prudent  forethought  he  placed  a  hundred  mans  of 
iron  in  deposit  in  the  house  of  a  friend,  in  order  that  if  an  emergency  should 
arise  he  might  make  that  his  capital,  and  thus  support  the  thread  of  his 
existence.  When  the  Merchant  had  brought  his  journey  to  an  end,  and  had 
again  reached  his  destination,  he  found  himself  in  want  of  the  iron,  but  the 
friend  who  had  taken  it  in  trust  had  sold  the  iron  and  expended  what  he  got 
for  it.  One  day  the  Merchant  went  to  him  to  demand  the  iron.  The  trustee 
brought  him  into  the  house,  and  said,  '  0  sir !  I  had  laid  by  that  iron  in 
deposit  in  a  comer,  and  felt  quite  secure,  not  having  observed  a  mouse's 
hole  there,  and,  before  I  found  it  out,  the  mouse  had  taken  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  and  had  eaten  up  the  whole  of  the  iron.'  The  Merchant  repHed, 
'  Thou  speakest  the  truth,  for  mice  have  a  great  fondness  for  iron,  and  their 
teeth  have  great  power  over  such  a  juicy  and  tender  morsel. 

COUPLBT. 

Morsels  of  iron  truly  are,  to  mice,  Like  macaroni  to  the  giiUet,  nice.' 
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The  trustworthy  and  veracious  man  was  delighted  at  hearing  these  words, 
and  said  to  himself,  '  This  silly  Merchant  has  been  deceived  by  my  speech, 
and  has  given  up  all  thoughts  of  the  iron.  I  can  do  nothing  better  than 
give  him  an  entertainment,  and  in  his  reception  observe  all  the  ceremonious 
requirements  that  are  usual,  so  as  to  settle  the  affair.'  He  then  invited  the 
Merchant  to  a  feast,  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

'  If  thou  wilt  as  an  honored  gaest  my  humble  cottage  grace, 
Thou  wilt  oblige  me,  and  thy  feet  upon  my  eyelids  place.' 

The  Merchant  replied,  '  To-day  a  matter  of  importance  has  occurred,  but 
I  promise  that  I  will  return  early  nextmoming.  He  then  left  the  [fraudulent 
trustee's]  house  and  carried  away  a  son  of  his,  and  having  concealed  him  in 
his  own  dwelling,  presented  himself  in  the  morning  at  his  entertainer's  door. 
The  host,  in  great  distress,  loosed  the  tongue  of  apology,  saying,  '  0  worthy 
guest !  hold  me  excused,  for  ever  since  yesterday  a  son  of  mine  has  been  lost, 
and  I  have  two  or  three  times  had  him  cried  in  the  city  and  environs, 
and  have  gained  no  tidings  of  the  missing  one. 

COXXPLET. 

Like  Jacob,  griering,  I  exclaim,  '  Alas  !  Who  of  my  long-lost  Joseph  tidings  has  ? ' 

The  Merchant  answered,  '  Yesterday  when  I  came  forth  from  thy  house  I 
saw  a  lad  of  the  description  you  give  carried  off  by  a  hawk,  which,  flying, 
bore  him  though  the  air.'  The  trustee  screamed  out,  '  0  devoid  of  under- 
standing !  why  dost  thou  utter  that  which  is  impossible  ?  and  why  expose 
thyself  to  the  charge  of  lying  so  enormously?  A  hawk,  whose  whole  body 
does  not  weigh  half  a  man,^  how  could  it  lift  and  bear  through  the  air  a  lad 
weighing  ten  mans  ? '  The  Merchant  laughed  and  said,  *  Be  not  surprised  at 
this ! — ^in  the  city  where  a  mouse  can  devour  a  hundred  mans  of  iron,  a 
mousing  hawk  too  can  fly  off  in  the  air  with  a  lad  often  mans'  weight.  The 
fiduciary  perceived  how  matters  stood  and  said,  '  Be  not  troubled,  for  the 
mouse  has  not  eaten  the  iron.'  'Be  not  distressed,'  rejoined  the  other, 
'  for  the  hawk  has  not  carried  away  thy  son.  Ketum  the  iron  and  take  back 
thy  son.' 

And  I  have  adduced  this  story  that  thou  mayest  know  that  among 
a  set,  where  treason  to  one's  benefactor  is  admissible,  it  is  clear  enough 
what  they  would  think  permissible  towards  others ;  and  since  thou  hast 
allowed  thyself  to  act  thus  towards  the  king,  others  can  have  no  hope  left  of 
finding  thee  faithM,  nor  any  expectation  of  thy  fulfilling  thy  duties.  And 
I  see  clearly  that  it  is  necessary  to  keep  aloof  from  the  darkness  of  thy  evil 


^  According  to  this  passage,  the  tnan  would  be  six  or  eight  pounds,  for  a  hawk  would 
hardly  weigh  more  than  four  pounds,  and  a  lad  of  ten  or  twelve  years  old  would  weigh  about 
seventy  or  eighty. 
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deeds,   and  that  it  is  incmnbent  on  me  to  avoid  the  blackness  of  thy 
deceit  and  treachery. 

COUPLBT. 

To  part  firom  thee — ^fortune  is  linked  in  this, 
And  not  to  see  thee  is  the  source  of  bliss/ 

When  the  conversation  of  Kalilah  and  Damnah  had  reached  this  point,  the 
Lion  had  finished  the  business  of  the  Ox,  and  had  laid  him  prostrate  in  dirt 
and  gore.  As  soon,  however,  as  the  Lion  had  made  an  end  of  Shanzabah  with 
the  daws  of  chastisement  and  had  delivered  the  expanse  of  the  forest  from  his 
presence,  and  when  the  violence  of  his  rage  had  diminished  and  the  fury  of 
his  wrath  was  allayed,  he  feU  a-thinking  and  said  to  himself,  '  Alas !  for 
Shanzabah,  with  all  his  goodness,  and  understanding,  and  judgment,  and 
talents.  I  know  not  whether  I  have  acted  in  this  matter  rightly  or  made  a 
false  step,  nor  whether  in  what  they  have  reported  to  me  of  him  they  have 
discharged  their  duty  faithfully  or  trodden  the  path  of  treachery.  I  at  least 
by  allowing  myself  to  be  urged  on  to  this,  have  involved  myself  in  a  mis- 
fortune, and  with  my  own  hand  have  made  my  faithful  Mend  drink  of  the 
potion  of  death. 

OOUPLBT. 

Would  any  friend  thus  act  towards  his  comrade  and  ally? 
Nay !  would  an  infidel  act  thus  ? — an  infidel  am  I.' 

The  Lion  hung  down  his  head  remorsefully,  and  loosing  the  tongue  of 
reproach,  inveighed  against  his  own  foUy  and  rash  haste ;  and  the  spectre  of 
Shanzabah  seemed,  by  his  piteous  plight,  as  with  words,^  to  convey  to  the  ears 
of  the  Lion  the  purport  of  Ihis  quatrain. 

aUATRAIN. 

Friend !  without  cause  does  one  a  comrade  kiU  ? 
Aye !  but  if  fidthAil  would  he  slay  him  still  r 
Talk  not  of  friendship,  call  thyself  my  foe, 
Liyes  there  who  could  his  foeman  slaughter  so  ? 

The  perpetual  smile  of  the  Lion  was  changed  from  grief  at  this  event  into 
weeping,  and  his  constitutional  heat  was  doubled  by  the  violent  burning  of 
this  occurrence. 

OOUFLBT. 

The  fingers  of  thy  loss  have  planted  in  my  breast  the  thorn  of  pain ; 
And  on  this  thorn  of  sorrow  for  thee,  say,  what  rose  shall  bloom  again  ? 

Damnah,  who  beheld  from  a  distance  the  traces  of  regret  manifest  on  the 
countenance  of  the  Lion,  and  marked  the  tokens  of  repentance  upon  his  frt>nt, 
broke  ofif  his  dialogue  with  Kalflah,  and  going  before  the  Lion,  said, 


^  It  is  hardly  possible  to  translate,  concisely,  the  phrase  liadn^tfl-hdlf  the  meaning  of 
which  is,  that  a  man's  condition — his  circumstances,  as  it  were — speat :  thus,  pallor  and 
trembling  tell  of  having  witnessed  something  dreadful.  It  is  opposed  to  liadn-i  kdl 
*  actual  words.' 
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'0  King!  may  fortune'B  throne  thy  station  be, 
And  hearen's  conch  a  resting  place  for  thee ! 
Be  thy  head  joyfully  npraiaed  on  high, 
And  thy  foe's  forehead  'neath  thy  footsteps  lie ! 

What  is  the  cause  of  thy  pezud veness  and  what  the  reason  of  thy  meditation  ? 
Where  is  a  time  happier  and  a  day  more  auspicious  than  this  when  the 
king  moves  proudly  to  the  post  of  triumph  and  victory,  and  the  enemy  is 
groveling  in  the  dust  of  disgrace  and  the  gore  of  defeat  ? ' 

00X7PLBT. 

Behold  hope's  mom  her  conquering  beams  ^  display 
The  foe's  sun,  foiled,  in  darkness  sinks  away. 

The  Lion  said,  '  As  oft  as  I  recal  the  respectful  service,  the  various  con- 
verse, the  proo&  of  wisdom,  and'  the  many  abilities  of  Shanzabah,  I  am  over- 
come with  pity  and  grief,  and  distress  overwhelms  me :  and,  in  truth,  he  was 
the  prop  and  support  of  the  army,  and  my  retainers,  by  his  aid,  rapidly 
increased  in  prowess.' 

COUTLKT. 

He  who  npheld  the  world  has  psased  away, 
He  who  of  princes  was  the  hope  and  stay. 

Damnah  replied,  '  There  is  no  ground  for  the  king  to  pity  that  ungrateful 
traitor,  but  rather  to  offer  the  thanksgivings  due  to  God  for  this  triumph 
which  has  been  attained,  and  to  unclose  the  gates  of  gladness  and  rejoicing 
in  the  court  of  the  heart  for  this  victory  which  has  presented  itself. 

COUPLBT. 

The  mom  of  triumph  from  hope's  East  is  shed,     The  schemer's  night  of  yain  desire  is  sped. 

We  must  regard  this  auspicious  blazonry  of  conquest  with  which  the  register  of 
successful  fortune  is  adorned,  and  this  august  heralding  of  victory,  with 
which  the  chronicle  of  happiness  is  ornamented,  as  a  high  preface  and  sublime 
opening  to  the  pages  of  time. 

STANZA. 

Good-fortune  brings  to  us  glad  news  to-day. 
Wakes  many  a  warbling  in  hope's  measure  gay. 
With  thousand  longings  for  this  day  I  burned, 
With  thousand  wishes  to  this  crisis  turned. 

0  monarch !  asylum  of  the  world !  to  pardon  one  from  whom  our  life  is  insecure 
is  a  fetult,  and  it  is  the  act  of  wise  men  to  confine  a  state-enemy  in  the  prison 
of  the  grave.    The  finger  which  is  the  ornament  of  the  hand  and  the  instru- 


^  Here  again  the  two-fold  meaning  of  tigh  supplies  an  equivoque.  It  may  mean  *  a  sword ' 
as  well  as  *■  ray/  '  sunbeam.    So  tigh  kathidah  would  be  *  having  drawn  the  sword.' 

'  The  reading  of  the  printed  editions  appears  to  me  quite  incorrect.  Instead  of  va  atwdr 
fa  d$dr-i  ddnith-i  auMat — ^which  seems  to  me  absolute  nonsense — I  read,  from  the  MSS., 
«a  afwdrmi-tuhbat  va  dtdr-i  ddnith. 


188  AKYAB-I  SUHAIli;    OB,   THB  UOHTS  OP  CAKOPUS. 

ment  of  grasping  and  retaining,  Bhould  a  serpent  inflict  a  wound  upon  it,  is 
cut  off ;  and  men  regard  the  pain  of  this  operation  as  the  very  spring  of  comfort. 

OOUPLBT. 

Why  should  thy  foeman's  memory  make  thee  sad  ?  ^ 
For  his  death  rather  let  thy  heart  be  glad.' 

The  lion  was  somewhat  soothed  by  these  words,  but  time  exacted  just 
retribution  for  the  Ox,  and  in  the  end  the  career  of  Damnah  closed  igno- 
miniously  and  with  disgrace,  and  the  plant  of  his  evil  deeds  and  the  seed  of 
his  Mse  words  coming  up,  he  was  slain  in  vengeance  for  the  Ox,  and  the 
results  of  perfidy  and  deceit  have  ever  been  uncommendable,  and  the  conse- 
quences of  fraud  and  malevolence  to  be  deprecated  and  inauspicious. 

YEBSB. 

In  their  plots  ever  perish  wicked  men, 
As  scorpions  come  not  to  their  homes  again. 
If  thon  dost  ill,  look  not  for  good ;  since  ne'er 
Will  the  sour  colocynth  grape-clnsters  bear. 
Thou  who  didst  barley  in  the  autumn  sow, 
Expect  not  wheat  in  harvest-time  to  mow. 
This  maxim  by  the  sage  was  uttered — *Do 
No  ill,  lest  thou  from  time  ill-treatment  rue. 
He  in  both  worlds  a  good  reward  will  find, 
Who  lives — a  benefutor  to  mankind. 


*  Lit. :  *  What  can  the  enemy  do  to  anj  one  ?  that  thou  shouldst  remember  him ! '  I  read 
ehih  kird  for  ehih  kari^  which  is  to  me  unmtelligible. 
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CHAPTER  n. 
ON  THE  PUNISHMENT  OF  EVIL-DOERS  AND  THEIR  DISASTROUS  END. 

The  King  said,  '  I  have  heard  the  story  of  the  calumniator  and  traducer, 
who,  with  consummate  craft,  clothed  the  beauty  of  truth  with  the  guise 
of  suspicion,  and  having  caused  his  benefactor  to  swerve  from  the  path  of 
generous  feeling,  led  him  to  incur  the  stigma  of  ingratitude  and  bad  faith ; 
and,  after  his  words,  mingled  with  guile,  had  made  an  impression,  induced 
the  Lion  to  exert  himseK  to  ruin  the  piUar  of  his  state  and  crush  the  support 
of  his  own  imperial  sway.  At  the  present  time,  should  the  eloquent  sage  see 
it  to  be  advisable,  let  him  recount  the  termination  of  Damnah's  career,  and 
set  forth  in  what  manner  the  Lion,  when,  after  the  occurrence  of  that  event, 
he  had  returned  to  his  senses  and  become  suspicious  with  regard  to  Damnah, 
sought  to  remedy  what  had  happened,  and  how  he  obtained  information  of 
the  circumstances  of  his  perfidy,  and  by  what  shifts  Damnah  contrived  to  hold 
on,^  and  what  stratagem  his  Mend  devised,  and  what  was  the  issue  of  his 
affairs  at  last.    The  sage  said, 

OOUFLET. 

'  0  king !  be  thou  of  fiate  and  reahn  the  stay ! 
And  wisdom's  lamp  illuminate  thy  way ! 

In  truth,  prudence  and  foresight  require  that  kings  should  not  stir  the 
instant  they  hear  anything,  nor  despatch  a  mandate  with  reference  thereto, 
until  they  have  been  informed  of  the  certainty  of  the  affair  by  clear  proof  and 
lucid  demonstration. 

COUFLBT. 

Not  thou  to  interested  folk  give  heed,  Lest  if  thou  act  thou  shouldst  repent  thy  deed. 

But  after  that  the  words  of  designing  persons  have  chanced  to  persuade,  and 
an  unpraiseworthy  action  or  speech  which  cannot  be  commended  has  actually 
gone  forth,  the  remedy  and  amends  would  be  to  punish  the  calumniating 
sycophant  in  such  wise  as  might  serve  for  a  warning  to  others ;  and,  from 
dread  of  that  chastisement,  no  one  would  pursue  the  same  conduct  in  future, 
and  thus  it  would  be  a  duty  to  warn  aU  to  abstain  from  the  like  behaviour. 

TBBSB. 

The  plant  that  yields  but  thorns  uproot,  Consenre  the  tree  that  gives  the  fruit. 

The  lamp  of  an  incendiary  Is  better  quenched.    That  one  should  die 

And  fiery  torments  undergo,  Is  better  than  all  mankind's  woe. 


^  Tatnauuk  twmudan,  a  rare  phrase. 
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And  the  story  of  the  lion  and  Daninah  verifies  this  dictum,  for  when  the  former 
got  intelligence  of  the  perfidy  of  the  latter,  and  was  apprised  of  his  deceit  and 
wickedness,  he  inflicted  on  him  such  a  punishment  that  the  eye  of  heedfulness 
in  the  others  was  enlightened,  so  that  they  made  the  verse,  Wherefore  take 
example  from  them,  0  ye  who  have  eyee ! '  ^  the  continual  task  of  recitation 
of  their  tongue.  And  the  manner  of  this  event  was  in  this  wise :  when  the 
Lion  had  finished  the  business  of  the  Ox,  he  repented  of  the  precipitancy  he 
had  shown  in  that  afiair,  and  bit  the  finger  of  contrition  with  the  tooth  of 
reproach,  and  laid  the  head  of  regret  on  the  knee  of  amazement. 

OOITFLST. 

Cold  sighs  of  sorrow  and  remorse  he  drew, 
Deeds  such  as  mine  did  ever  mortal  do } 

He  was  ever  musing,  pensively  saying,  '  Why  did  I  act  precipitately  in  this 
matter,'  and  continually  reflected,  '  Wherefore  did  I  not  manage  this  affair 
with  caution  and  deliberation?' 

STANZA. 

The  reins  of  will  to  passion's  grasp  I  threw, 
Sinned  against  reason  and  diuretion  too. 
What  'Tails  it  now  that  'I  have  known  or  know,' 
What  use  repeating  'Wherefore  did  I  so?' 

The  lion  passed  a  long  time  in  this  manner  in  grief  and  chagrin,  and  in 
consequence  of  his  dejection  of  mind  and  distracted  feelings,  the  enjoyment 
of  the  beasts  was  suspended  and  the  state  of  his  subjects  became  one  of 
distress,  and  the  deep  saying,  '  People  follow  the  faith  of  their  kinys,*  dif^ised 
its  influence  through  the  inhabitants  of  that  forest,  so  that  all  of  them  became 
melancholy  and  sad. 

C0T7FLBT. 

My  heart  is  like  a  tuUp  scorched  ;  and  by  my  sighing's  flame 

In  all  thou  seest  their  hearts  too  are  scorched  and  scarred  the  same. 

And  he  was  incessantly  recalling  to  mind  the  meritorious  services,  aid  and 
former  devotion  of  Shanzabah;  and  as  his  sorrow  grew,  concision  and  distress 
overpowered  him,  and  he  was  wont  to  find  consolation  in  talking  of  his 
sayings  or  acts,  or  in  hearing  him  spoken  of. 

COUFLBT. 

Pm  not  one  moment  negligent  of  thee,  Thy  name  is  ever  said  or  heard  by  me. 

He  continually  gave  private  audiences  to  each  one  of  the  beasts,  and  required 
them  to  narrate.  One  day  he  was  conversing  vrith  a  leopard  on  this  subject, 
and  was  describing  his  heart-burnings  and  the  disquietude  of  his  soul.    The 


^  Eor'&n,  ch.  liz.  2,  Sale  p.  402, 1.  13 :  <  But  the  chastisement  of  God  came  npon  them, 
firom  whence  they  did  not  expect ;  and  he  cast  terror  into  their  hearts.  They  pufied  down 
their  houses  with  their  own  hands,  and  the  hands  of  the  true  believers.  Wherefore  take 
example  from  them,  0  ye  who  have  eyes. ! '  This  refers  to  the  Jews,  who  were  expdled 
by  Muhammad  from  Maainah. 
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leopard  saidi  '  0,  King !  to  brood  much  over  a  bosmess  in  which  the  hand  of 
connsel  falls  short  of  the  skirt  of  remedy,  leads  to  madness,  and  to  seek  a  cure 
for  a  matter  which  is  inscribed  in  the  circle  of  impossibilities,  lies  not  in  the 
centre  of  reason  and  understanding ;  and  sages  have  said, 

OOUPLBT. 

Back  to  thy  hand  no  power  can  bring  The  shaft  that  once  has  left  the  string. 

And  whoever  exerts  himself  in  searching  for  a  thing  which  it  is  impossible 
to  gain,  may  possibly,  without  obtaining  what  he  is  in  quest  of,  let  slip  that 
too  which  he  already  has ;  just  as  the  fox  desired  to  get  possession  of  the 
fowl,  and  lost  the  piece  of  skin  of  which  he  had  boasted.'  The  Lion  in- 
quired,  'How  was  that?' 

STORY  I. 

The  leopard  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  hungry  Pox  had  come  forth 
from  his  hole  in  quest  of  food,  and  was  roaming  about  in  every  direction  and 
was  measuring  the  forest  sides  with  the  step  of  greediness  and  avidity  in 
search  of  a  morsel.  Suddenly  an  odor  which  invigorated  his  soul  reached 
his  nostrils.  Turning  on  the  scent  of  it  he  saw  a  fresh  piece  of  skin,  the 
flesh  of  which  had  been  eaten  by  some  wild  beast  that  had  left  the  hide. 
When  the  eyes  of  the  Eox  lit  upon  that  piece  of  skin  they  brightened  up,  and 
the  greatest  vigor  was  difi^ised  through  his  limbs  at  viewing  that  quantity 
of  food. 

0DT7FLBT. 

The  fragrance  of  my  mnch-loyed  friend  came  to  me  e^en  in  death, 
And  to  my  body  back  retained  life's  then  departed  breath. 

The  Eox,  having  got  that  piece  of  skin  into  the  daw  of  possession,  turned  his 
&Ge  towards  his  own  abode. 

HSKIBnCH. 

Hast  gained  a  friend?  then  privacy  is  best. 

In  the  midst  of  the  way  he  happened  to  pass  beside  a  village,  where  he  beheld 
fat  fowls  busy  feeding  in  the  wide  plain,  while  a  slave  named  Zfrak^  had  girt 
the  loins  of  guardianship  in  watching  them.  The  Fox's  appetite  for  the  flesh 
of  the  fowls  was  excited,  and  the  delightful  idea  of  the  brains  of  their 
heads  made  him  forget  the  piece  of  skin.  In  the  midst  of  this  state  of  things 
a  Jackal  chanced  to  pass  by  that  hamlet.  He  inquired,  saying,  '  0  brother ! 
I  observe  that  thou  art  very  thoughtful.  What  event  has  occurred  and  what 
oocuirence  has  taken  place  ?'  The  Pox  replied,  '  0  friend !  Thou  seest  those 
fowls,  the  tongue  of  whose  individual  condition  continues  to  repeat  the 
meaning  of  [the  verse],  '  And  the  Jlesh  of  hirdt  of  the  kind  which  they  shall 


^  That  is,  <  SabUe.' 
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desire,*^  and  the  mysterious  meaning  of  [the  verse],  *  Therein  shaU  ye  have 
that  which  your  satUe  shall  desire,^ '  pen'-ades  them  from  head  to  foot. 

OOUPLBT. 

From  head  to  foot  mcamate  soul  is  there,  A  soul  so  delicate  and  pure  is  rar«.' 

And  after  a  long  interval  during  which  I  have  suffered  from  the  pains  of  want 
and  the  torments  of  hunger,  the  treasurer  of  the  stores  of  Gfod's  bounties 
bestowed  on  me  this  piece  of  skin,  and  now  the  craving  of  appetite  requires 
to  get  one  of  these  fowls  into  its  grasp,  and  cloy  the  palate  of  desire  with  the 
sweetness  of  its  flesh,  which  possesses  the  deliciousness  of  life. 

COUFLKT. 

My  joy  IB  soured,  but  if  she  from  her  honeyed  lips  bestow 
Sharbat  on  me,  my  heart's  palate  will  straightway  sweeter  grow. 

The  Jackal  said,  *  Alack !  alack !  a  long  time  has  passed  over  me,  during 
which  I  have  been  in  ambush  for  these  fowls,  and  on  the  watch  to  make  a 
prey  of  one  of  them,  but  that  slave  Zfrak,  who  is  their  guide,  keeps  his  eye 
on  the  path  of  protection  after  such  a  &shion,  that  the  huntsman  of  imagina- 
tion, from  dread  of  his  guardianship,  cannot  bring  their  forms  under  the  net 
of  his  scheming ;  and  the  painter  of  the  mind,  from  fear  of  his  defensive  care, 
is  unable  to  draw  their  lineaments  on  the  tablet  of  fancy ;  and  I  pass  my  life  in 
this  longing,  and  live  from  day  to  night  and  frxmi  night  to  day  on  a  mere 
idea.  Thou  that  hast  found  a  fresh  piece  of  skin,  regard  it  as  a  piece  of  good- 
fortune,  and  relinquish  this  vain  pretension. 

COUFLKT. 

To  thine  own  mistress  be  thy  heart  inclined, 
And  shut  thine  eyelids  upon  all  mankind.' 

The  Fox  said,  *  0  brother !  till  we  can  elevate  ourselves  according  to  our 
heart's  wish  upon  the  higher  apsis  of  desire,  to  sit  down  disappointed  in  the 
lower  apsis  of  mortification  and  abasement  would  be  a  great  pity;  and  until  we 
can  gaze  on  the  rose  of  enjoyment  in  the  parterre  of  repose,  to  direct  our  steps 
into  the  thorny  wake  of  adversity  and  suffering  would  be  a  glaring  fault. 

1  Kur'&n,  Fl.  Ivi.  21 ;  Mar.  Ivi.  23;  Sale  p.  394, 1.  24:  <  These  are  they  who  shall 
approach  near  unto  God,  they  shall  dwell  in  gardens  of  delight ;  (there  shall  be  many  of 
tne  former  religions,  and  few  of  the  last.)     Keposing  on  couches  adorned  with  gold  and 

Erecious  stones,  sitting  opposite  to  one  another  thereon,  youths,  which  shall  continue  in  their 
loom  for  erer,  shall  go  round  about  to  attend  them  with  goblets  and  beakers,  and  a  cup  of 
flowing  wine :  their  heads  shall  not  ache  by  drinkinr  the  same,  neither  shall  tiieir  reason  be 
disturbed :  and  with  fruits  of  the  sort  they  shall  oioose,  and  the  flesh  of  birds  of  the  kind 
which  they  shall  desire.  And  there  shall  accompany  them  fair  damsels,  haying  large  black 
eyes,  resembling  pearls  hidden  in  their  shells,  as  a  reward  for  that  which  they  shall  have 
wrought.' 

3  Kur'&n,  ch.  xli.  31 ;  Sale,  p.  366, 1. 18 :  'As  for  those  who  say  our  Lord  is  God,  and 
who  behare  uprightly,  the  angels  shall  descend  unto  them  and  shall  say,  '  Fear  not,  neither 
be  ye  grieyed :  but  rejoice  in  the  hopes  of  Paradise  which  ye  haye  been  promised.  We  are 
your  mends  in  this  life,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come  :  therein  shall  ye  haye  that'which 
your  souls  shall  deidre,  and  therein  shall  ye  obtain  whatever  ye  shall  ask  for ;  as  a  gift  from  a 
gracious  and  merciful  God.' 

'  The  rih  here  I  presume  to  mean  '  esprit,'  for  which  word  we  have  no  exact  English 
oquiyalent.    The  lines  are  literally  translated,  but  do  not  appear  very  apposite. 
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OOUPLBT. 

On  honor's  cushion  till  our  foot  we  place 
Why  in  the  dust  git  down  of  foul  disgrace  ? 

And  high  spirit  does  not  suffer  me  to  cower  over  an  insipid  piece  of  skin,  and 
give  ap  the  thought  of  the  delicioas  flavour  of  £Eit  flesh.'  The  Jackal  replied, 
'  0  thou  of  vain  longings !  to  reprehensible  greediness  thou  hast  given  the 
name  of  high  spirit,  and  on  culpable  cupidity  thou  hast  imposed  the  title  of 
the  preamble^  of  greatness,  and  art  insensible  to  the  maxim  that  greatness 
is  in  the  poverty  of  the  darvesh,  and  happiness  in  contentment. 

COXTPLBT. 

If  in  this  market  there  be  gain,  'tis  what  the  poor  contented  know. 
On  me  the  blessings  of  content,  0  God !  and  poyerty  bestow. 

Thou  hast  no  better  course  than  to  be  content  with  the  portion  which  they 

have  assigned  to  thee  from  the  court  of  '  Our  daily  bread  ts  allotted  hy  fate* 

and  not  tamper  with  vain  and  unsuitable  aims,  to  which  the  result,  '  WTuh 

ever  seeks  what  does  not  eoneem  him,  verily  he  relinquishes  what  does  concern 

him,*  is  attached. 

OOUFLET. 

Our  daily  food  is  destined,  and  the  time,  too,  they  allot, 
Aught  more  or  aught  before  this,  by  our  struggles  we  win  not. 

And  I  fear  that  through  this  impertinent  scheming  thou  wilt  lose  that  piece 
of  skin  also,  and  wilt  thyself  be  overthrown,  and  there  is  a  dose  resemblance 
between  thy  story  and  the  case  of  that  Ass  who  sought  a  tail  and  lost  his  ears 
also.'     The  Eox  inquired,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  II. 

The  Jackal  said, 

*  An  ass  existed  once,  who  tail'  had  not, 
His  grief  grew  daily  for  his  tail-less  lot : 
Then  off  he  started  of  a  tail  in  quest, 
A  tail  he  sought  for  and  he  took  no  rest. 
But  suddenly — ^without  design — ^lus  way 
He  took,  where  a  ripe  corn-field  lay ; 
There  from  a  comer  him  the  peasant  spied, — 
Jumped  up)  and,  cruel,  docked  his  ean  beside. 
Thus  the  poor  donkey  a  new  tail  would  find. 
And  failing,  left  his  ears,  too,  both  behind ! 
They  who,  by  like  transgressions,  may  offend, 
Will  find  a  like  requital  in  the  end.' 


1  I  sus^t  the  word  dibdjah  has  been  foisted  in  here,  but  aU  the  MSS.  agree  in  giving 
it,  though  it  would  be  much  better  omitted. 

>  The  merit  of  these  lines,  such  as  it  is,  consists  in  a  series  of  puns  on  dum  *  tail,'  dam 
breath,'  and  Jjfodam  *  step,'  and  these  equiyoques  are  lost  in  English. 
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The  Fox,  ftom  excessiye  greedmess  and  avidity,  frowned  and  said, 

OOUPLBT. 

'  My  thoughts  are  on  my  Mend,  and  do  any  dream  that  I 
Gonld  cease  of  him  to  think,  their  thought  were  phantasy. 

Do  then  Bunrey  the  spectacle  how  I,  by  adroit  stratagems,  will  get  posses- 
sion of  a  &t  fowl,  and  behold  with  what  artifice  I  will  draw  a  comely  prey 
into  the  net  of  possession.'  He  said  this,  and  turning  towards  the  fowls,  he 
left  the  skin  in  that  same  spot  The  Jackal,  when  he  saw  that  his  advice 
made  no  impression  on  the  obstinate  mind  of  the  Pox,  turned  his  face  away 
firom  him,  and  made  off  to  his  own  abode.  Meanwhile,  a  kite  that  was 
hovering  there,  chanced  to  observe  that  piece  of  skin,  and  imagining  it  to  be 
a  dead  animal,  brought  it,  with  the  utmost  speed,  into  the  area  of  its  own 
possession,  and  soared  up  into  the  sky.  In  the  other  direction,  the  Fox  had 
not  as  yet  got  near  the  fowls,  when  Zirak  jumped  out  from  his  hiding-place 
and  threw  a  walking-stick  at  him.  As  soon  as  the  stroke  of  it  came  upon  the 
fore-foot  of  the  Fox,  the  poor  animal,  in  fear  of  his  life,  tore  away  his 
thoughts  from  the  fowl,  and  in  the  utmost  hurry,  stumbling  along,^  made  for 
that  piece  of  skin.  When  he  reached  the  destined  spot,  not  a  trace  of  the 
skin  did  he  see.  He  then  turned  his  face  towards  the  point  of  prayer,  and 
was  about  to  make  a  piteous  detail  of  his  misfortunes,  when  just  as  he  was 
weeping  over  his  hard  case,  he  beheld  the  kite  carrying  the  piece  of  skin  in 
its  claws,  as  it  exclaimed, 

OOUFLBT. 

*  Thine  was  the  luck  and  thine  the  stroke  to  try, 
Who  can  do  anght  if  thou  haat  played  awry  ? ' 

The  Fox,  from  grief  at  missing  the  fowl  and  regret  at  losing  the  skin,  beat 
his  head  against  the  ground  till  his  brains  were  dashed  out.  And  the  reason 
of  inventing  this  story  is,  that  the  king  has  destroyed  with  his  own  hand  one 
of  the  Pillars  of  the  state,  and  gives  no  heed  to  the  edification  of  the 
remaining  nobles,  and  neglects  to  encourage  the  hearts  of  his  courtiers  and 
to  show  favor  to  his  chiefs  and  the  leaders  of  his  army.  Shanzabah  has 
been  slain  and  nothing  will  bring  him  back,  but  the  other  ancient  ministers 
remain  aloof  frt)m  the  service. 

The  lion,  after  much  reflection,  said,  'This  speech  is  the  essence  of 
good  counsel  and  loyalty,  but  with  regard  to  Shanzabah  I  have  committed  a 
great  fault,  and  the  chief  part  of  my  distress  is  to  compensate  for  it.' 

The  leopard  said,  '  The  remedy  and  compensation  for  it  is  not  obtainable 
by  grieving^but  will  be  procured  by  right  counsel  and  just  judgment. 


^  Lit.  *  falling  and  rising,'  a  common  phrase  to  express  distressed  movements. 
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COUPLBT. 

Has  an  ant  fiiUen  in  a  shining^  cup, — 
It  needs  no  foroe,  but  one  to  take  it  up. 

The  advisable  course  is  that  the  king  of  beasts  should  cease  from  lamenting 
and  mental  discomposure,  and  base  his  actions  on  deliberation,  and  proceed 
in  the  affiiir  of  Shanzabah  and  in  the  investigation  of  what  befell  him  in  such 
a  manner  that  the  right  and  wrong  of  it  may  be  clearly  manifested  to  his 
sagacious  mind ;  and  if  that  which  they  brought  to  the  ears  of  the  king  re- 
specting Shanzabah  be  really  true,  he,  by  his  own  act,  arrived  at  the  punish- 
ment of  his  own  perfidy  and  the  retribution  of  his  treason.  But  if  they  have 
uttered  calumnies  regarding  him  and  have  made  false  statements,  then 
must  the  slanderers  and  sycophants  be  made  a  target  for  the  arrow  of 
vengeance. 

HEMISTICH. 

'Tis  good  the  evil-doer  to  remove.' 
The  Lion  said,  '  Thou  art  the  vazir  of  the  kingdom,  and  I  have  long  been 
proud  of  thy  judicious  procedure,  and  have  made  thy  foresight  my  guide  and 
eiLample  in  securing  advantages  and  repelling  misfortunes.  Take  up  this 
matter  in  whatever  way  clear  reason  and  lucid  intelligence  may  require  and 
extricate  me  from  the  whirlpool  of  distress.'  The  leopard  engaged  that  he 
would,  in  a  short  time,  present  to  the  bright  notice  of  the  king  the  real  state 
of  this  a&ir,  and  not  leave  under  the  veil  of  concealment  or  the  curtain  of 
delay  one  particle  of  the  minutest  points  of  its  full  ascertainment. 

COUPLBT. 

With  judgment  clear  I  will  it  state,  As  hair  from  leaven  extricate. 

The  Lion  was  comforted  by  this  promise,  and,  as  it  was  late,  the  leopard 
demanded  his  cong^,  and  betook  himself  to  the  fulfilment  of  his  promise. 
It  chanced  that  he  passed  by  the  abode  of  KalQah  and  Damnah,  and  he  ob- 
served that  a  dispute  was  going  on  between  them,  and  that  loud  words  were 
spoken  by  both  parties.  Now  the  leopard  had  from  the  first  been  suspicious 
of  Damnah.  At  this  time,  when  the  sound  of  talking  and  expostulation 
reached  his  ears  from  their  dwelling,  his  doubts  were  augmented.  He 
advanced  and  and  standing  behind  the  waU,  opened  the  ear  of  attention  to 
their  words.  Kalflah  said,  '  0  Damnah !  thou  hast  done  a  great  deed  and 
embarked  in  a  mighty  affair,  and  having  led  the  king  to  a  breach  of  fiuth, 
thou  hast  caused  him  to  be  associated  with  utter  perfidy,  and  thou  hast 
kindled  the  fiame  of  mischief  and  disorder  among  the  beasts  and  wild  animals, 
and  I  do  not  feel  secure  that  the  punishment  thereof  may  not  each  moment 
come  upon  thee,  and  that  thou  mayest  not  be  overtaken  by  the  trouble  and 
exposure  consequent  thereupon. 

^  For  ralJishindah^  *  shining,'  the  lithographed  edition  reads  Uufhzindaky  'tripping/ 
which  is  perhaps  bettor  as  applied  to  the  ant.  In  the  next  line  but  one,  in  the  printed  ctOtion, 
wakkdd  is,  by  a  mistake,  written  wa  kdd  which  might  mislead  the  student. 

0  2 
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COUFLBT. 

Whoeycr  dares  nnsheath  the  tyrant's  sword, 
Blood  will  for  that  from  hearen  on  him  be  poured. 

And  I  know  that  when  the  inhabitants  of  this  wild  become  acquainted  with 
thy  act,  no  one  will  hold  thee  excused  nor  lend  their  aid  to  rescue  thee ;  nay, 
all  will  be  unanimous  in  voting  for  slaying  thee  and  putting  thee  to  the 
torture,  and  it  is  not  advisable  for  me  after  this  to  dwell  with  thee ;  for  they 
have  said, 

STANZA. 

Bit  not  with  had  men,  for  their  company — 
Though  thou  be  pure— will  cast  a  stain  on  thee. 
The  sun  with  all  its  gloriousneas  o  flight, 
Is  by  a  cloudy  atom  hid  from  si^t. 

Gret  Up  and  unite  thyself  in  firiendship  with  some  other  comrade,  and  here- 
after refrain  from  converse  or  intercourse  with  me,  for  thou  wilt  get  no  more 
friendship  or  companionship  from  me.*     Damnah  said,  '  Dear  friend ! 

OOUPLBT. 

Should  I  tear  my  lore  from  thee  and  remoYe  my  heart  away, 
AVhcre  should  I  my  love  bestow }  whither  then  my  heart  conyey  ? 

Lay  not  the  beginnings  of  separation  and  exclude  me  not  frt)m  thy  society, 
nor  reproach  me  any  more  in  the  matter  of  Shanzabah,  for  to  recall  a  thing 
which  is  past  does  but  cause  chagrin,  and  to  deliberate  on  a  matter  .which 
comes  not  into  the  area  of  remedy,  belongs  to  the  class  of  impossibilities. 
Put  from  thy  thoughts^  this  vain  regret,  and  turn  them  towards  mirth- 
fulness  and  freedom  frt)m  care,  since  one  foe  has  set  out  for  the  world  of 
nonentity,  and  the  atmosphere  of  desire  has  been  cleared  from  the  dust  of 
doubt,  and  the  cupbearer  of  the  wish  has  poured  the  draught  of  tranquillity 
into  the  goblet  of  joy,  and  the  portals  of  hope  have  been  opened  wide  to  the 
face  of  success,  and  the  bud  of  expectation  has  bloomed  in  the  bed  of  happy 
tidings.' 

OOUPLFr. 

Cup-bearer !  give  the  wine  about,  and  as  to  friend  or  foe,  be  gay. 

For  our  friend  has  come  to  glad  our  hearts  and  our  foe  has  passed  away. 

Kalflah  said,  '  ^Notwithstanding  that  thou  hast  deviated  frY)m  the  path 
of  generous  conduct,  and  hast  overthrown  the  pedestal  of  magnanimity  with 
the  axe  of  perfidy,  thou  still  expectest  to  be  free  from  anxieties,  and  hopest 
that  thy  time  will  pass  in  safety  and  happiness. 

HEMISTICH. 

Thou  hast  nurtured  rain  desire,  framed  a  thought  that  cannot  be.* 

Damnah  said,  '  It  is  not  that  I  was  unaware  of  the  shame  of  perfidious 
conduct,  or  the  retributive  consequences  of  deceit  and  fraud,  or  that  the 
villany  of  slander  and  the  odiousness  of  selfish  machinations  was  concealed 
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from  me.  But  the  love  of  place  and  the  greediness  of  wealth,  and  the  irre- 
sbtible  influence  of  envy  incited  me  to  such  conduct,  and  as  things  are  now 
situated,  I  know  no  remedy  for  this  business,  nor  am  I  able  to  devise  any 
cure  for  it. 

HBiaBTICH. 

What  can  I  ?  this  to  cure  exceeds  my  power.* 

The  leopard,  having  heard  this  segment  of  their  diseourse,  and  having 
learned  the  true  state  of  the  case,  went  t»  the  Lion's  mother  and  said,  '  I  will 
communicate  a  saeivt^on  condition  that  the  queen  will  be  pleased  to  promise 
that  without  urgent  cause  she  will  not  suffer  it  to  be  disclosed.'  Then  after 
many  oaths  and  promises  and  injunctions  [to  secresy,]  he  fully  recounted  all 
that  had  passed  between  Ealflah  and  Damnah,  and  minutely  repeated  the 
reproaches  of  Kalflah  and  Damnah's  confession.  The  Lion's  mother  was 
astonished  at  the  details  of  this  adventure,  and  next  day  came,  according  to 
her  usual  custom,  to  see  the  Lion.  She  found  him  excessively  sad  and 
pensive,  and  inquired  saying,  '  0  son !  what  is  the  cause  of  thy  trouble  and 
perturbation  ? 

VEB8B. 

Why  wanes  thy  moon,  of  its  full  glories  shorn  ? 
Why  has  the  cypress  dwindled  to  a  thorn  ?  ^ 
Wherefore  this  trouble  that  thy  looks  express  ? 
And  from  whose  wrath  these  outcries  of  distress  ? 

The  Lion  said,  '  The  slaughter  of  Shanzabah  and  the  remembraDce  of  his 
qualities  and  excellent  gifts,  is  the  sole  cause  of  my  grief,  and  however  much 
I  try,  the  recollection  of  him  will  not  depart  from  my  mind  nor  will  my 
heart  foi^t  his  memory. 

YBBSE. 

By  thy  dear  life !  I  cannot  thee  one  moment  e'en  forget, 
And  could  I  once,  what  shall  I  do,  for  now  it  may  not  be ! 

Then  not  in  jest  thy  Khusrau  bid  live,  thee  forgetting ;  yet, 

Could  I,  I  would — ^what  shall  I  now  ?  I  still  must  think  of  thee. 

As  often  as  deliberation  is  held  on  affairs  of  state,  and  I  feel  the  want  of  an 
attached  well-wisher  and  kind  counsellor,  and  a  fEuthful  friend,  and  a  minister 
on  whom  I  can  rely,  the  phantom  of  Shanzabah  comes  before  me  and  says, 

COUPLBT. 

In  mode  of  serrioe — in  fidelity, 

Thou  mayst  seek  long,  nor  find  one  such  as  I.' 

The  mother  of  the  Lion  said,  *  In  aiding  the  light  of  certainty  to  over- 
power the  gloom  of  doubt  and  conjecture  there  is  no  evidence  like  the 
testimony  of  a  pure  heart,  and  the  king's  language  leads  one  to  imderstand 
that  his  heart  bears  witness  to  the  innocence  of  Shanzabah,  and  asmredly 


*  KhiUU  *  a  tooth-pick '  or  *  skewer.* 
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since  he  was  not  put  to  death  on  lucid  evidence  and  convincing  testunony, 
and  since  the  interested  informer^  under  the  form  of  advice,  set  forth  his 
condition  in  a  way  opposite  to  the  truth ;  hence  every  moment  fresh  regret 
springs  up  and  unbounded  remorse  is  occasioned,  and  if  what  they  conveyed 
to  the  king  had  been  pondered  over  and  the  courser  of  ire  had  been  curbed 
with  the  bridle  of  patience,  and  thou  hadst  removed  the  darkness  of  that 
doubt  with  the  light  of  clear  intellect,  at  this  moment '  thou  wouldest  not 
have  fallen  into  the  snare  of  repentance  nor  wouldest  thou  have  placed  the 
volume  of  gladness  and  cheerfulness  upon  the  shelf  of  non-existence. 

VBBSS. 

Be  thou  sedate  in  what  thou  hast  to  do, 

For  fiery  haste  will  proye  aboTtiye,  too. 

Did  not  the  lamp  so  hot  itself  illame, 

'T  would  not  its  subetance  and  the  moth  consume. 

Patience  supplies  to  eyery  ward  its  key, 

One  ne'er  did  patient  men  regretful  see.' 

The  Lion  said,  '  0  mother !  as  thou  hast  said,  in  this  affair  my  passion 
got  the  better  of  my  reason,  and  the  fire  of  wrath  burned  up  the  foundation 
of  mildness,  and  now  there  is  no  remedy  for  a  matter  which  is  included  in 
the  category  of  impossibilities,  save  to  waive  the  thought  of  it.  That,  how- 
ever, may  be  regarded  as  the  worst  of  states  in  which  my  subjects  have  made 
me  the  target  of  the  arrow  of  reproach,  and  have  cast  upon  my  name  the  lot' 
of  unfaithfulness  and  cruelty,  and  however  diligently  I  strive  to  bring  home 
to  the  Ox  a  plain  case  of  treason,  and  to  prove  against  him  the  commission  of 
a  crime,  in  order  that  I  may  be  absolved  by  others  for  slaying  him,  and  may 
remove  myself  firom  the  opprobrious  remarks  of  those  who  know  me  and  the 
sarcasms  of  strangers,  it  is  no  wise  attainable  or  assured  to  me.  The 
unfortunate  Shanzabah  had  both  a  clear  mind  and  pleasing  manners,  and 
with  all  these  qualities  it  is  not  possible  to  charge  him  with  what  envy 
slanderously  imputes  to  him,  and  such  a  person  cannot  be  of  the  class  that 
foul  desires  or  vain  longings  should  find  a  lodgment  in  his  brain,  so  that  he 
could  have  revolved  my  death  or  thought  of  waning  with  me.  And,  moreover, 
with  regard  to  him,  there  has  been  no  neglect  of  various  kind  offices  or  forms  of 
favor,  which  might  have  become  a  link  to  hostility  and  aversion  and  the 
means  of  enmity  and  contention ;  and  my  wish  is  to  use  extreme  efforts  in 
investigating  this  matter,  and  to  conduct  the  inquiry  into  these  reports  to  the 
very  limits  of  excess,  and  though  this  regret  is  unavailing,  and  that  mis- 
fortune will  not  find  a  cure  by  this  smt,  still  it  may  be  that  my  mind  may  be 
consoled  by  it  and  the  mischievous  slanderer  may  be  chastised,  and  my 


'  Here  again  is  an  equivoque  on  dam  *  moment,'  dam  '  snare/  nadam  *  repentance,'  which 
cannot  be  retained  in  English. 

'''  Kw'ah  is  the  lot  caist  by  the  Arabs  with  arrowH. 


GHAPTBB    II.      STOBT    U.  199 

excuse  may  be  admitted  by  men.^  And  if  thou  hast  known  anything  on  this 
or  heard  any  tidings,  favor  me  with  the  information  and  advice/  The  Lion's 
mother  said, 

COUPLBT. 

'  My  heart  is  full  of  gems  of  mystery, 

But  on  my  tongue  bands  too  and  faBtenings  lie. 

I  have  heard  a  thing,  but  the  disclosure  of  it  is  not  admissible,  and  I  have 
discovered  a  delicate  matter,  but  to  reveal  it  is  not  allowable.  For  certain  of 
thy  ministers  have  charged  me  to  conceal  it,  and  have  been  urgent  with  me 
beyond  measure  to  hide  it,  *The  hearts  of  the  noble  are  the  aepulchree  o/eecrets.* 

00X7PLBT. 

I  asked  of  the  old  tavern-keeper,  which  is,  then,  salvation's  way  ? 

He  called  straight  for  the  wine-cup,  and  quoth  he,  *  No  secrets  to  betray." 

And  the  king  knows  that  to  publish  a  secret  is  utterly  wrong,  and  to  reveal 
what  men  would  hide  is  inexpressibly  mischievous ;  and  were  it  not  that  the 
wise  have  enjoined  us  to  avoid  that  quality,  I  would  have  detailed  the  whole, 
and  would  have  swept  away  the  dust  of  grief  from  the  court  of  the  heart  of  my 
beloved  and  fortunate  son  ?  *  The  Lion  said,  '  The  glosses  of  the  wise  and 
the  sayings  of  philosophers,  are  numerous.  If  one  party  of  them  have  been 
commanded  to  abstain  from  disclosing  secrets  they  had  in  view,  the  wel&re 
and  safety  of  the  speaker  and  others,  too,  have  enjoined  the  revelation  of 
them  for  the  public  advantage,  where  the  common  weal  may  be  conceived  to 
be  therein.  And  if  any  one  has  unjustly  aimed  at  the  life  of  one  of  the 
£uthfuly  and  confides  this  secret  to  another,  and  imparts  it  to  him  with  great 
and  strict  oaths,  and  displays  excessive  earnestness  in  enjoining  its  conceal- 
ment, and  that  confidant — ^for  the  preservation  of  the  life  of  that  Muslim, 
— ^reveals  the  secret  and  acquaints  the  person  [whose  life  is  in  danger]  with 
that  information,  in  order  that  he  may  look  to  his  affairs;  he  will, 
undoubtedly,  not  be  censurable  by  the  law,  nor  will  he  be  exposed  to  the 
rebuke  of  God ;  and  to  keep  back  a  secret  in  circumstances  like  these,  shews 
an  agreement  with  the  base,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  conveyer  of  this 
intelligence,  by  disclosing  this  secret  desired  to  clear  himseK'  and  make  over 
the  care  of  it  to  the  surety  of  thy  keeping,  or  he  may  have  been  afraid  of  me, 
and  made  use  of  thee  as  the  medium  of  communication.  I  hope  that  thou 
wilt  acquaint  me  with  it  and  act  as  befits  thy  counsel  and  affection. 

COUPLET. 

Impart  to  us  the  secret,  for  we  may  trusted  be, 

And  cease  these  airs,  this  coyness,  for  true  of  heart  are  we.' 


'  Surely  the  use  of  the  word  mardum  *■  men,'  is  out  of  place  here ;  it  should  bo  '  animals ;' 
but  into  such  inconbidtcncics  the  absurd  notion  of  ascribing  to  irrational  beings  rational 
thoughts  will  be  sure  to  lead. 

^  Lit. :  *  To  draw  out  his  own  foot  from  the  midst/ 
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The  mother  of  the  lion  said,  *  This  intiination  which  ihon  hast  given  is 
worthy  of  the  highest  praise,  and  the  purport  of  what  thou  hast  set  forth  is 
worthy  of  much  commendation ;  but  the  disclosure  of  secrets  has  two  palpable 
and  absolute  fiAults.  The  first  of  these  is,  the  enmity  of  that  person  who,  in 
reliance  on  another,  has  made  him  the  confidant  of  his  secrets :  the  second  is, 
the  suspicion  of  others ;  for  when  a  person  has  become  notorious  for  rending 
veils  and  revealing  the  secrets  of  men,  after  that  no  one  will  impart  anything 
to  him,  nor  account  him  fit  to  be  a  confidant :  he  becomes  both  banished 
from  the  eyes  of  his  friends,  and  overtaken,  too,  by  the  gibes  of  his  enemies. 

COUPLET. 

However  much  my  heart  buniB  sore,  my  secret  to  reveal, 
The  fear  of  those  who  hate  me  sets  upon  my  Ups  a  seaL 

And  I  have  seen  in  the  sayings  of  the  wise  that,  '  Me  tohow  iecret  doet  not 
$kmber,  his  miwhiefwill  not  sUtmbefy* — ^whoever  does  not  conceal,  in  the  casket 
of  non-existence,  the  gem  of  his  secret,  that  secret  will  assuredly  set  up  a 
flag  against  his  life.  And  it  has  become  proverbial,  that  whoever  lets  his 
secret  go  out  of  his  hands,  gives  his  head  in  exchange  for  it. 

HEMISTICH. 

WouldBt  thou  keep  fast  thy  head — thy  secret  keep. 

But  perhaps  thou  hast  not  heard  the  story  of  that  Equerry  who  ventured  to 
tell  the  king's  secret,  and  in  the  end  gave  up  his  head  for  it,'  The  Lion 
said,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  in. 

The  lioness  said,  '  In  times  gone  by  there  was  a  king,  by  the  ornament 
of  whose  justice  the  throne  of  empire  was  adorned  and  ennobled,  and  the 
splendor  of  whose  unstinted  bounties  shone  over  all  the  provinces  of  his 
realm. 

COUPLET. 

In  pomp  Farid6n,  and  Jamshld  in  state,  Like  D6r&  watchflil,  like  Sikandar  great 

One  day  he  had  gone  out  to  hunt,  and  at  a  time  when  the  hunting-ground  ^ 
was  close  at  hand,  and  every  one  was  engaged  in  conducting  the  business 
which  belonged  to  his  post,  he  said  to  his  Equerry,  '  I  wish  to  race  my 
horse  with  thine,  for  I  have  for  a  long  time  desired  to  know  whether  the 
speed  of  this  black,  on  which  I  am  mounted,  is  greater  than  that  of  the 
pie-bald  which  thou  art  riding.'  The  Equerry,  in  accordance  with  the 
command  of  his  prince,  began  to  put  his  horse  to  its  speed,  and  the  king 
gave  the  rein  to  his  fleet  courser.  As  soon  as  they  had  got  to  a  distance 
frt>m  the  chase,  the  king  pressed  down  his  stirrups  and  reined  in  his  horse. 


^  I  read,  with  the  MSS.,  noHehirgdh,  which  corresponds  to  Bhikdrgdh  five  lines  below, 
and  is  evidently  preferable  to  the  kh^gah  of  the  editions. 
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and  saidy  '  0  Equerry !  my  intentioii  in  coming;  Hiis  distancei  is,  that  at  this 
moment  a  thing  has  entered  my  mind,  and  an  anxiety  has  overpowered  my 
heart,  and  of  all  the  special  attendants  of  our  presence,  no  one  is  fit  to  be  the 
confidant  of  this  secret,  wherefore  I  wished  to  retire  to  this  privacy,  and — ^in 
such  way  that  none  should  suspect — ^tell  this  secret  to  thee.'  The  Equerry 
made  the  obeisance  due,  and  said, 

00T7PLBT. 

*  0  Khunttu !  may  heaven's  san  thy  serrant  be,  And  happy  fortune  shine  serene  on  thee! 
Although  this  despicable  atom  perceives  not  himself  to  be  meet  for  this,  but 
as  the  brilliancy  of  the  hue  of  the  royal  favor  has  condescended  to  bestow 
on  me  the  shade  of  fortune,  I  hope  that  the  morning  zephyr,  which  is  the 
confidant  of  the  secrets  of  the  truths  of  spring,  will  not  scent  a  portion  of  the 
fiagrance  of  this  parterre;  and  the  heart,  notwithstanding  that  it  is  the 
treasury  of  this  coin,  will  not  be  able  to  advance  to  the  limits  of  this 
intelligence. 

COUFLBT. 

Jnst  as  the  soul  lies  bid  within  the  frame,  Thy  secret  in  my  sonl  shall  Inrk  the  same.' 

The  King  commended  him,  and  said,  '  I  am  exceedingly  in  dread  of  my 
brother,  and  I  have  this  day  read,  fix)m  the  page  of  his  movements,  the 
writing  of  injurious  designs,^  and  I  have  clearly  observed  that  he  has  girt  up 
the  loins  of  malice  for  my  destruction,  and  I  have  determined'  that,  before  he 
can  do  mischief,  I  will  remove  the  stone  of  his  existence  from  my  road,  and 
clear  the  garden  of  the  realm  from  the  affliction  of  his  thorn. 

COUPLET. 

The  feeble  fox,  whose  dog  is  he  ?  To  do  the  lion  injury. 

Thou  must  keep  a  constant  watch  on  his  actions,  and  perform  all  that 
vigilance  requires  for  my  safeguard  and  protection.'  The  Equerry  bowed, 
and  having  taken  upon  himseK  the  business  of  guarding  and  concealing  the 
matter,  confirmed  this  by  many  assurances,  and  he  had  as  yet  not  reached 
his  place,  when  he  inscribed  the  writing  of  Mthlessness  on  the  volume  of  his 
transactions,  and  turning  aside  from  the  path  of  loyalty  and  confidence,  set 
his  foot  in  the  wilderness  of  perfidy  and  ingratitude. 

STANZA. 

Give  thy  heart  little  to  the  love  of  friends ; 

"For  in  this  world's  flower-grounds, 
The  scent  that  faith  and  friendship  lends. 

Is  in  no  comrade  found. 
1  told  the  secret  which  my  heart  had  nursed. 

Full  sore  it  made  me  weep : 
Would  that  my  simple  heart  had  known,  at  first. 

None  can  a  secret  keep. 


^  Hcndiadys.    In  the  text  *  design  and  injury.' 

2  I  omit,  with  the  MSS.,  the  man  ham  bar  dnam  of  the  editions. 
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The  Equerry,  ha^'ing  sought  an  opportunity,  threw  himself  at  the  feet  of 
the  sultan's  brother,  and  exposed  to  his  gaze  the  story  in  the  way  that  he 
had  heard  it.  The  king's  brother  receiyed  this  favor  firom  him  with 
prompt  payment,  and  with  many  promises  and  innumerable  gifts,  bestowed 
on  him  advancements,  and,  by  judicious  counsel,  secured  himself  firom  injury 
from  his  brother.  In  a  short  time,  as  is  the  wonted  vicissitude  of  fortune 
and  the  uncertainty  of  position,  the  spring  of  the  fortunes  of  that  brother  to 
the  king  changed  to  the  autumn  of  ruin,  and  the  bud  of  his  prosperity  on 
the  plant  of  his  life  shed  its  leaves. 

STANZA. 

What  breeze  of  spring  e*cr  blew  beneath  the  sky, 

UnfoUowed  by  the  aatiinm  of  mishap } 
Hope  not  from  mother  fortune  for  a  constancy, 

That  she  will  nurse  thee  gently  on  her  lap ; 
There,  the  true  scent  of  kindness  does  not  lie. 

And  when  the  royal  cushion  and  imperial  throne  was  emptied  of  the  adorn- 
ment of  the  regal  splendour  of  the  elder  brother,  the  younger  set  his  foot  on 
the  step  of  the  throne  of  sovereignty,  and  exalted  the  crown  of  royalty  by 
placing  it  on  the  head  of  success. 

COUPLBT. 

In  the  land  of  fortune's  garden  bloomed  the  bud  of  happiness, 
And  new  beauties  every  sapling  in  dominion's  orchard  dress. 

The  first  order  that  passed  the  lips  of  the  king,  and  the  earliest  mandate  for 
the  delivery  of  which  the  imperial  signal  was  given,  was  for  the  death  of  that 
£querry.     The  unfortunate  wretch  loosed  the  tongue  of  supplication,  saying, 

OOUPLBT. 

*  Great  king !  auspicious  rule  be  thine  I  And  may  thy  star  serenely  shine  ! 

What  is  my  crime  save  that  of  affection  and  loyalty  to  thee  ?' 

HEMISTICH. 

The  meed  due  to  my  actions  is  not  this.' 

The  king  pronounced  this  fiat,  '  The  worst  of  crimes  is  to  divulge  secrets,  and 
that  crime  has  been  committed  by  thee,  and  after  that  thou  hast  failed  to  keep 
the  secret  of  my  brother,  who  selected  thee  for  his  confidant  horn  all  his 
attendants,  what  reliance  can  I  have  in  thee  ? 

HBMtSTICH. 

Better  to  part  with  an  unfaithful  friend. 

However  much  the  Equerry  bemoaned  himseK,  it  was  unavailing,  and  he 
was  overtaken  by  the  regal  chastisement,  and  forfeited  his  head  for  the  be- 
trayal of  the  secret.^ 


^  Throughout  this  story  there  is  a  play  on  airr  *  secret,*  and  aar  *  head.* 
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OOUFLBT. 

Is  thy  tongue  ever  to  its  secret  true  ?  Wliat  has  the  sabre  with  thy  head  to  do  ? 

And  the  moral  for  the  king  to  draw  from  the  invention  of  this  story  is,  that 
the  divulging  secrets  has  a  bad  result,  and  to  disclose  men's  secret  matters 
yields  not  the  fruit  of  happiness.'  The  Lion  said,  *  Kind  mother !  he  who 
betrays  his  own  secret,  intends  that  it  should  go  abroad,  otherwise  he  ought 
to  be  his  own  confidant ;  and  after  he  has  made  known  to  another  what  was 
hidden  in  his  mind,  he  should  not  be  hurt  if  that  other  should  disclose  it  to  a 
third;  for  when  one  cannot  draw  one's  own  load,  it  is  no  wonder  if  another  also 
cannot  support  the  burthen. 

COUFLBT. 

To  thine  own  secret  thou  art  un£uthful, — then    Canst  thou  expect  more  faith  in  other  men  ? 

And,  moreover,  when  a  person  by  disclosing  a  secret  makes  known  what  it  is 
right  should  be  known ;  in  that  case,  though  they  may  account  the  disclosure 
a  &ult,  still  the  revealing  what  ought  to  be  known  may  serve  to  cover  that 
&ult  I  trust  that  thou  wilt  oblige  me  by  stating  what  it  is  right  to  state 
and  thus  remove  the  load  of  grief  from  my  heart ;  and  if  thou  canst  not  tell 
it  openly,  thou  wilt  let  me  understand  its  nature  by  hints,  and  though  thou 
wilt  not  detail  it  in  plain  language,  thou  wilt  at  least  not  withhold  it  frx)m 
me  by  signs.'  The  lion's  mother  replied,  '  On  condition  that  thou  wilt  bring 
to  punishment  that  evil-doer  who  has  stirred  up  the  dust  of  this  mischief, 
and  that  thou  wilt  conceal  the  beauty  of  forgiveness  from  his  audacious  eye, 
which  is  blinded  to  the  path  of  truthfulness  and  rectitude.  And  although  the 
learned  in  the  faith  and  those  versed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  true  ^od,  have 
used  the  strongest  expressions  as  to  the  excellence  of  mercy  and  the  pre- 
eminence of  beneficence,  and  have  stimulated  and  urged  men  to  the  adoption 
of  that  habit,  still,  in  the  case  of  crimes  whose  effect  may  extend  to 
the  mischief  of  the  world,  and  the  detriment  of  which  may  be  diffused 
through  the  natures  of  mankind,  punishment  is  better  than  mercy.  And  in 
reqtdtal  of  this  offence— the  injury  of  which  has  fallen  on  the  king's  mind, 
and  has  stained  the  skirt  of  his  purity  and  good  faith  with  the  defilement  of 
perfidy  and  treachery — ^should  no  vengeance  be  taken,  it  would  serve  to 
embolden  other  incendiaries,  and  the  pretence^  of  the  tyrannical  would  be 
confirmed,  and  everyone  would  regard  it  as  a  license  to  be  relied  on,  and  a 
pattern  on  which  dependence  could  be  placed  for  cruelty  and  wicked  acts. 
Wherefore,  in  this  place,  pardon  and  connivance  must  not  be  allowed  scope 
and  in  accordance  with  the  irrefragable  mandate,  '  And  in  this  law  of  retalia- 
tion ye  have  life^  '  the  remedy  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  things  requisite. 


*  For  hupai  we  find  in  the  Dictionary  *  argument,  proof,  pretext ; '  I  would  rather 
therefore— did  the  MSS.  aUow  it— read  some  one  word  signifying  *  acts/  'proceedings.' 

a  Kur'lm,  Fl.  ii,,  175 ;  Mar.  ii.,  180 ;  Sale,  p.  19, 1,  27  :  '  0  true  believers !  the  law  of 
retaliation  is  ordained  you  for  the  slain,  the  free  shall  die  for  the  free,  and  the  servant  for 
the  servant,  and  a  woioan  for  a  woman :  hut  he  whom  his  brother  shall  forgive,  may  be 
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00UFL9T. 

Whoerer  bids  thee  rex  thy  subjects,  them  As  public  enemies  to  death  condemn. 

The  drift  of  this  preamble  is  that  the  perfidious  Danmahy  who  persuaded  the 
king  of  the  world  to  this  deed,  is  a  sycophant  and  a  slanderer,  and  wicked, 
and  a  villain.'  The  Lion  said,  '  I  understand ;  thou  must  return,  in  order 
that  I  may  deliberate  on  his  punishment.'  The  lioness  returned  to  her  own 
abode,  and  the  Lion,  after  long  deliberation,  gaye  command  to  summon  his 
army ;  and  having  sent  for  his  nobles  and  Pillars  of  the  state,  and  ministers, 
and  chief  ofOlcers  into  his  presence,  besought  the  attendance  of  his  mother, 
a&d  aftfic  tha  assembling  of  all  the  nobles  and  people,  delivered  his  royal 
order,  so  that  they  brought  Damnah  to  the  foot  of  the  imperial  throne,  and 
the  king,  turning  his  back  upon  him,  plunged  into  a  long  reverie.  Damnah 
looked  round,  and  found  the  door  of  calamity  open,  and  the  way  of  escape 
closed.  He  turned  to  one  of  the  king's  intimates,  and  said  softly  to  him, 
'  What  is  the  cause  of  this  assemblage,  and  what  has  happened,  that  the  kiTig 
has  fallen  into  meditation  and  reflection  ?'  The  lion's  mother  overheard,  and 
said  aloud,  '  It  is  thy  life  on  which  the  king  deliberates,  and  since  thy  treason 
has  become  known  and  the  villany  of  thy  harmful  acts  manifest,  and  the 
falsehood  which  thou  didst  utter  in  relation  to  his  attached  Mend,  is  patent,^ 
and  the  curtain  has  been  removed  from  the  fkce  of  thy  machinations  and 
artifices ;  it  is  not  fit  that  the  king  should  leave  thee  one  instant  alive,  or 
keep  such  a  manifester  of  depravity  in  the  expanse  of  ^JExistence,  which 
is  the  chief  good.*  Damnah  said,  *  The  wise  of  past  ages  have  left  no  particle 
of  wisdom  unsaid,  and,  for  the  convenience  of  those  to  come  after  them,  have 
prepared  clear  ways,  and  one  of  their  sagacious  sayings  is  this,  that  whoever 
is  unceasingly  zealous  in  the  service  of  the  king,  quickly  reaches  the  rank  of 
admission  to  his  favour,  and  whoever  has  become  the  intimate  of  the  sul|in, 
all  the  Mends  and  foes  of  the  monarch  become  his  enemies ;  the  Mends, 
through  envy  of  his  post  and  dignity ;  and  the  foes,  by  reason  of  his  advising 
the  king  sincerely  in  matters  of  state  and  religion. 

OOUFLET. 

The  greater  nearness  to  the  king,  Will  aye  the  greater  danger  bring. 

And  those  who  are  intimate  are  in  great  perils  and  hence  it  is  that  men  of  true 
piety  have  set  their  backs  against  the  wall  of  security  and  rest,  and  have 
turned  their  faces  from  the  fleeting,  fiEdthless,  untrustworthy  world,  and 
have  chosen  the  worship  of  the  Creator  in  preference  to  the  service  of  the 
creature,  for  with  the  glorious  Lord'  neither  eixor  nor  neglect  are  admissible. 


prosecuted  and  obliged  to  make  satisfaction  according  to  "what  is  just,  and  a  fine  shall  be  set 
on  him  with  humanity.  This  is  indulgence  from  your  Lord,  and  mercy.  And  he  who 
shall  transgress  after  this,  by  killing  the  murderer,  shall  suffer  a  grievous  punishment.  And 
in  this  law  of  retaliation  ye  hare  life :  0  ye  of  understanding,  that  peradventure  ye  may  fear.' 

1  Bd  tark  uftddan^  a  rare  phrase. 

*  Pasrat  *izzai : — Observe  the  phrase. 
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nor  are  cruelty  or  tyranny  allowed.  To  requite  good  with  otH  and  to 
recompence  obedience  with  punishment,  is  what  cannot  occur,  and  there  can 
be  no  swerving  from  the  path  of  justice  in  the  commands  of  the  king  of 
kings. 

QUATRAIN. 

God's  justice  moTes  in  unifonn  career, 

All  others'  tenderness  ^  is  cruelty. 
There  is  no  wrongful  dealing,  such  as  here 

Is  found,  nor  man's  mistakings  there  can  be. 

In  general  the  actions  of  creatures,  in  contrast  to  the  character  of  the  Creator, 
are  stained  with  a  variety  of  contradictions  and  inconsistencies,  and  in  devia- 
tion from  an  exact  observance  of  what  is  due,  men  at  one  time  bestow  on 
offenders  deserving  of  chastisement,  the  reward  meet  for  the  conduct  of 
Mends;  and,  at  another  time,  visit  upright  councillors,  who  deserve  en- 
couragement, with  the  punishment  which  befits  the  sins  of  traitors.  Eor  vain 
desires  have  the  mastery  over  their  actions,  and  error  is  evident  in  what  they 
do.  In  their  words  they  display  self-interest,  and  in  their  deeds  their  hypo- 
crisy is  palpable.  Good  and  evU  are  to  them  alike,  and  gain  and  loss  in  their 
sight  are  equal.  One  man  may  hand  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  king  all  the 
treasures  upon  earth's  surface,  and  he  will  not  feel  a  grain  of  gratitude 
towards  him,  but  wiU  exalt  the  head  of  another  who  abuses  him  to  the 
pinnacle  of  honor. 

OOUPLET. 

Behold  their  proud  ingratitude,  and  their  thankless  coldness  see ! 
They  care  not  whether  minstrel  or  mourner  thou  mayst  be. 

I  ought  not,  from  the  first,  to  have  hovered  round  the  royal  service,  nor 
to  have  stepped  out  of  the  cell  of  retirement,  and  beyond  the  comer  of  privacy, 
nor  to  have  accepted  the  duty  of  attendance  on  the  king,  which  resembles 
consuming  fire ;  for  whoever  does  not  appreciate  freedom  from  care,  and 
prefers  the  service  of  the  creature  to  that  of  the  Creator,  meets  with  what 
befell  the  solitary  Devotee.'    The  lioness  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STOEY  IV. 

Damnah  said,  'They have  related  that  a  Devotee  had  renoimced  the 
concerns  of  the  world  and  had  made  choice  of  the  comer  of  retirement ;  and 
satisfied  the  requirements  of  food  and  raiment  with  barley-bread  and  coarse 
woollen  garments.^ 


'  A  rery  obscure  line.  Sizd  signifies  '  endeaTouring  to  please.'  It  seems  to  me  to  mean 
that,  '  even  that  which  man  intends  to  be  equitable  is  harsh  and  unjust,  whereas  God's 
justice  is  pure.' 

>  If  you  supply  *irdz  kardah  before  az  takaliufdi,  the  meaning  might  be  '  turning  from 
the  luxuries  of  eating  anil  dress,'  since  iakalluf  «kgmfic%  also  '  costliness.' 
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TVBAE. 

The  draggings  of  distress  had  made  him  sad, 
On  a  hill's  skirt  his  lone  abode  he  had. 
Ease  he  forsook  his  finune  to  macerate, 
And  could  with  simple  herbs  his  hunger  sate.* 

The  rumour  of  the  devotion  and  upright  character  of  that  saintly  man 
spread  in  a  short  time  Ihrough  the  districts  and  enyirons  of  that  country,  and 
people  b^an  to  come  from  far  and  near  for  the  purpose  of  securing  good- 
fortune  and  a  blessing :  and  when  they  beheld  the  e£fect  of  the  luminousness 
of  divine  worship  dear  and  evident  upon  his  bright  forehead,  waxing  warmer 
in  the  matters  of  faith,  they  displayed  still  greater  zeal.  Now  in  that 
country  there  was  a  king,  just  and  liberal,  and  the  friend  of  darveshes ;  who 
used  to  give  to  the  pursuit  of  divine  favor  precedence  over  compliance  with 
those  desires  that  affect  a  king,  and  who  imitated  nothing  but  the  character 
of  prophets  and  the  morals  of  holy  men. 

OOUFLBT. 

Pure  morals,  kindly  manners,  and  to  deal  with  all  aright, 
Are  pleasing  in  the  poor  recluse,  but  in  the  prince  more  bright. 

When  the  tidings  of  the  devout  hermit  reached  him,  he  put  in  practice  the 
wise  saying,  '  Happy  is  the  prince  and  happy  the  fakir ^  and  waited  on  the 
saintly  man,  and  having  besought  the  aid  of  his  blessed  spirit,  requested  some 
piece  of  advice  which  might  prove  useful  to  kings.  The  pious  recluse  said, 
'  0  kJTig !  God  has  two  pavilions,  one  transitory,  which  they  call  the  world, 
and  the  other  enduring,  which  they  call  the  life  to  come.  Magnanimity 
requires  that  thou  shouldest  not  rest  satisfied  with  this  transitory  abode,  but 
transfer  thy  views  to  the  empire  of  the  enduring  world. 

VEBSB. 

Seek  then  the  world  to  come,  for  joys  are  there ! 
Not  with  its  smallest  portion  could  compare 
A  hundred  worlds;  then  striye,  where  now  thou  art, 
To  win  of  that  more  happy  world  a  part.' 

The  king  said,  '  By  what  plan  can  that  kingdom  be  subjugated  ? '  The 
Devotee  replied,  '  By  aiding  the  oppressed  and  attending  to  the  complaints 
of  the  destitute ;  and  every  king  who  desires  repose  hereafter  must  labour 
for  the  ease  of  his  subjects. 

YEBSE. 

He  peaceful  slumbers  underneath  the  clay, 
Whose  people  sleep  in  peace  beneath  his  sway. 
And  they  will  fruit  fr^m  youth  and  fortune  find, 
Who  show  themselves  to  those  below  them  kind. 


*  T  have  found  it  impossible  to  translate  literally  these  impracticable  lines.  The  literal 
rendering  would  be,  *•  H^  was  weary  at  the  pulling  of  his  collar  by  grief,  and  fastened  his 
own  skirt  to  the  skirt  of  the  mountain.  He  placed  his  body  from  voluptuousuesii  under 
cruelty  and  set  his  heart  from  contentment  with  grass ! ' 
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Kings  who  religion  cherish,  will  succeed 

In  winning  at  faith's  game  the  hall,  their  meed.'  ^ 

When  the  recluse  had  finished  his  advice,  and  had  filled  the  treasury  of 
the  king's  heart  with  the  jewels  of  admonition,  the  counsels  and  exhortation 
of  the  pure-minded  and  saintly  man  made  an  impression  on  the  king,  and  he 
laid  the  hand  of  discipleship  on  the  skirt  of  his  spirit,  and  was  continuously 
in  the  habit  of  presenting  himself  in  his  company,  and  by  the  blessing  of 
obedience  to  his  persuasive  words,  turned  away  his  head  from  following  lust 
and  vanity.  One  day  the  king  was  waiting  on  the  darvesh,  and  they 
were  discoursing  on  every  subject,  when  suddenly  a  party  of  petitioners  for 
justice  nosed  their  clamours  and  outcries'  to  the  etherial  ball.  The  Devotee 
called  them  to  him  and  inquired  into  the  case  of  each,  separately,  and 
instructed  his  highness  the  king,  in  the  orders  fit  and  proper  for  each  of 
their  suits.  The  king  was  excessively  grateM  for  this,  and  besought  that 
he  might  occasionally  hold  a  court  of  requests  imder  his  fortunate  superior 
tendence.  The  holy  man,  in  order  that  the  suits  of  the  distressed  might 
be  speedily  and  satisfactory  settled,  and  that  he  himself,  by  directing  these 
matters,  might  obtain  the  advantage  of  an  eternal  recompense,  consented;  and 
in  any  affiEiir,  as  the  occasion  required,  the  recluse  delivered  his  decree,  and  the 
king,  with  willingness  and  eagerness,  gave  heed  to  him,  until  things  eame 
to  that  pass  that  most  of  the  affairs  of  that  realm  were  united  to  the  skirt  of 
the  management  of  that  lofty  and  saintly  man,  and  he  was  daily  more  and 
more  employed  in  the  af£am  of  the  state  and  of  the  revenue.  The  bewitching 
love  of  place  deposited  its  furniture  in  the  environs '  of  the  saint's  heart,  and 
made  a  breach  in  his  religious  duties  and  seasons  of  prayer,  and  the  desire  of 
pomp  and  state  having  raised  the  head  of  the  darvesh  from  the  pillow  of 
repose,  made  him  aim  at  the  diadem  of  pride. 

OOUFLKr. 

Whom  does  not  this  witching  sorceress  from  the  one  true  path  beguile  ? 
Who  drinks  not  the  draught  of  error  from  the  goblet  of  her  wile  ? 

The  world  is  a  deceitfrd  woman,  which  has  brought  many  a  lion-Hke  man 
under  the  noose  of  her  love,  and  a  perfidious  dame^  that  has  thrown  many 
famous  warriors  like  the  hero  Eustam,  into  the  pit  of  calamity. 


^  Beligion  is  compared  to  the  game  of  chaugdn,  in  which  the  pious  carry  off  the  hall 
of  happiness. 

»  Nafir  in  Persian  is  *a  fife,*  in  Arabic  *  a  crowd  of  fugitives.' 

s  With  the  MSS.  I  read  khwuah  khtoush  hubb-ijdhj  instead  of  the  tJtwuah  l^^mh 
muddi  hubb-i  of  the  editions. 

^  There  is  an  equivoque  here  which  cannot  he  retained  in  English.  Zdl  signifies,  '  the 
father  of  Bustam,'  as  well  as  '  old  woman.'  Taham-tan,  *  strong-bodied,'  is  an  epitliet  of 
l^sifftftiPj  who,  according  to  some  accounts,  was  enticed  into  a  pit  and  slain. 
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▼SH8E. 

Its  Riutam  a  fulse  treacherous  dame  ^  enslayes ; 

Its  hero  buried  in  the  pit  of  woe; 
Its  Egypt  swept  by  Wrong's  Nilotic  waves ; 

Its  Joseph  in  torn  clothes  with  blood  which  flow. 
Its  meetings  hard  by  separation  are; 

Its  promise  on  the  hill-top  of  deceit ; 
Its  sea  of  blood  from  each  Asfandiy&r,' 

And  of  each  monarch's  crown  its  royal  seat 

And  when  the  recluse  had  tasted,  in  place  of  the  brackish  water  of 
abstinence,  the  pleasant  flavour  of  sensual  desire  and  the  delicious  sharbat  of 
worldly  lust,  the  delight  of  worshipping  Qod  was  effaced  from  his  mind,  and 
he  inserted  in  his  ear  the  ting  of  *  Love  of  the  world  is  the  head  of  M  tin! 

OOUFLBT. 

When  the  recluse  gave  ear  to  fortune's  bell, 
He  lost  aU  pleasure  in  his  lonely  cell. 

The  king  too,  when  he  saw  that  the  abilities  of  the  Devotee,  and  that  his 
counsels  were  beneficial  to  the  state,  at  once  placed  the  reins  of  full  power  in 
the  hand  of  his  able  management.  Before,  the  darvesh  had  to  take  thought  for 
bread ;  now  he  had  the  cares  of  the  world  upon  him,  and  he  exchanged  his 
former  anxiety  how  to  procure  a  blanket,  for  the  scheme  of  subjugating  an 
empire. 

COUPLET. 

No  longer  in  the  bed  thou  sawest  are  the  flowers  gay; 
Autnnm  came;  and  spring's  yerdure  all,  alas!  has  passed  away. 

One  day  a  darvesh,  who,  from  time  to  time,  used  to  come  into  the  presence  of 
the  recluse,  and  used  to  pass  whole  nights  with  him  in  prayer  and  supplica- 
tion, paid  a  visit  of  devotion  to  him,  and  beheld  his  state  and  circumstances. 
The  flame  of  regret  was  kindled  in  the  area  of  his  heart. 

OOTTFLET. 

Dark  hare  grown  life's  [fairy]  waters,  where  Ib  holy  ]^iizr  ?  say ! 

From  the  rose-bough  blood  is  dropping :  where  do  spring's  soft  breezes  stray  ? 

When  the  night  had  come,  and  the  hum  of  men  was  for  the  most  part 
ushed,  he  said  to  the  recluse,  '  0  Shekb !  what  is  this  state  of  things  that  I 
behold,  and  the  change  of  condition  that  I  observe  ? 

COUPLET. 

Thy  course  did  one  bright  day  of  hope  appear; 
Where  is  that  hope  ?  and  where  that  bright  career  ? 


^  Here  again  is  an  equiroque  on  zdl^  which  may  be  either  a  woman,  or  the  fiither  of 
Rustam. 

'  Asfandiy&r  called  rdin-tan,  '  brazen-bodied/  was  a  celebrated  Persian  hero,  slain  by 
Rustam,  after  a  combat  of  two  days'  duration.  He  was  the  son  of  Gushtfisp,  of  the  first 
dynasty  of  Persian  Idngt. 
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However  much  the  holy  man  endeayoured  to  excuse  himself,  he  was  unable 
to  utter  a  word  which  could  completely  stand  the  test  of  the  touchstone  of 
wisdom.^  '  These  speeches/  said  his  guest,  *  are  mere  sensual  pretexts.  The 
purport  of  these  prolix  orations,  and  the  pith  of  the  whole  discourse  is  that 
the  mind  of  your  Holiness  is  bent  upon  worldly  things,  and  that  your  exalted 
spirit  is  in  bondage  to  ambition  and  ayarice. 

OOUPLBT. 

Can  a  phaenix'  such  as  thou  art  oondeflcend  to  carrion? 

Fie!  that  such  a  glorious  ihadow  o'er  a  carcaae  ihoold  be  thrown. 

Come  and  shake  the  skirt  of  thy  solitary  devotions  free  from  the  dust  of  rival 
pursuits,  and  draw  the  head  of  retirement  under  the  collar  of  reliance  on  Qod, 
and  bring  not  to  the  palate  of  desire  the  envenomed  dainties  of  the  world. 

OOUPLBT. 

O'er  the  table  of  the  world's  feast  do  not  thou  hope's  hand  extend ; 
For  they  with  this  damtj  morsel  yenom  too  and  poiwn  blend.' 

The  recluse  answered,  '  0  kind  friend !  from  discourse  with  my  fellow- 
creatures  and  intercourse  with  mankind,  so  great  an  alteration  has  not  found 
its  way  into  my  condition ;  and,  in  my  heart,  I  am  mindful  of  that  very  thing 
thou  talkest  of.'  The  guest  rejoined,  '  Thou  hast  now  lost  the  sense  of  per- 
ception, because  sensual  inclinations  have  veiled  thy  sight,  and  when  thou 
comest  to  thy  senses,  repentance  will  be  unavailing. 

OOTrPLBI. 

Thus  hast  thou  done,  and,  when  thy  time  is  spent, 
It  will  be  fruitless  though  thou  shouldst  repent. 

And  thy  case  is  like  that  of  the  blind  man,  who  mistook  a  snake  for  the  thong 
of  a  whip,  and  hence  fell  into  the  whirlpool  of  destruction.'  The  recluse 
inquired,  *  How  was  that  ?  ' 

STORY  V. 

He  that  had  come  from  the  journey  said,  '  Once  on  a  time  a  blind  man, 
and  oxie  that  saw,  halted  at  a  place  in  some  wild  tract  of  country.  When 
the  time  of  their  starting  in  the  grey  of  the  morning'  arrived,  they  were 
about  to  set  out.  The  blind  man  was  searching  for  his  whip,  and  as  it 
chanced  that  a  snake  lay  there  frozen  by  the  cold,  he  imagined  that  it  was 
his  whip  and  took  it  up.  When  he  touched  it  with  his  hand  he  found  it 
softer  and  nicer  than  his  whip,  at  which  he  was  pleased,  and  mounted  his 


^  M'arifat  signifies  here,  and  yery  frequently  elsewhere,  'knowledge  of  holy  things.' 
3  The  Hum&  is  a  bird  which  the  Persians  say,  flies  without  eyer  touching  the  ground. 
Tet  it  is  said  to  feed  on  bones. 

3  Shabgir  I  take  to  be  *  starting  on  a  journey  between  midnight  and  dawn.' 

P 
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horse,  and  forgot  the  whip  he  had  lost.  However,  when  the  day  had  dawned^ 
his  companion,  who  could  se^,  looked  and  saw  a  snake  in  the  hand  of  the 
blind  man.  Hereupon  he  shouted  out,  '  Comrade !  what  thou  tookest  for  a 
whip  is  a  poisonous  snake.  Fling  it  away  before  it  makes  a  wound  on  thy 
hand.'  The  blind  man  fimcied  that  his  companion  coveted  the  whip,  and 
replied,  '  0  friend ! 

HBKIBTICH. 

What  can  I  do?    'Tig  owing  to  my  luck. 

I  lost  my  whip  and  Gbd  has  given  me  a  better  one.  Thou  too,  if  fortune 
beMend  thee,  will  find  a  nice  whip.  But  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  would 
allow  my  whip  to  be  wheedled  out  of  my  hand  by  imaginary  tales.'  He 
that  could  see  laughed  and  said,  '  0  brother !  my  duty  as  thy  companion 
demands  that  I  should  acquaint  thee  with  this  danger.  Listen  to  what  I 
say,  and  throw  down  that  snake.'    The  blind  man  frowned  and  said, 

OOUPLET. 

'Why,  0  Boitor!  thus  excessive  and  beyond  all  limits  plead? 
Hear  this  saying: — Each  da3r'8  fortunes  are  by  destiny  decreed. 

Thou  hast  taken  a  longing  for  my  whip  and  thou  pressest  me  beyond  all 
bounds  to  throw  it  away,  in  the  greedy  hope  that  when  I  throw  it  down, 
thou  mayest  pick  it  up.  Do  not  indulge  a  vain  idea,  and  give  up  a  desire 
which  is  nought,  for  this  is  a  whip  which  has  come  into  my  hands  from  the 
unseen  world. 

HEKIBTXCH. 

One  must  not  by  a  foe's  deceit  be  led.' 

However  much  the  man  that  could  see  urged  his  point,  and  confirmed  what 
he  said  by  oaths  loud  and  strong,  it  was  of  no  use  whatever,  and  the  blind 
man  gave  no  heed  to  him.  So  when  the  air  became  warm  and  the  snake's 
body  got  rid  of  its  chill,  it  wound  itself  back,  and  in  its  progress^  wounded 
the  blind  man  in  the  hand  and  killed  him. 

And  I  have  adduced  this  story  that  thou  too  may  not  trust  in  the  world, 
nor  be  &scinated  by  its  appearance,  which  is  painted  like  the  body  of  a 
snake ;  nor  be  fond  of  its  softness  and  delicacy,  for  its  wound  is  deadly  and 
its  poison  &tal. 

YEBSE. 

Think  not  sweet  sharbat  from  the  world  to  drink ; 

Honey  with  poison  is  commingled  there. 
That  which  thou  fondly  dost  sweet  honey  think, 

Is  but  the  deadly  potion  of  despair.' 

The  recluse  having  listened  to  this  discourse,  called  to  mind  the  times  of 


>  Sarakat  may  apply  to  the  snake  or  to  the  movements  of  the  blind  man.    I  have  chosen 
the  former  application  with  much  doubt  as  to  its  accuracy. 
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his  solitude  and  abstraction  from  the  world,  and  beheld  the  stain  of  worldly 
interests,  which  had  not  suffered  the  skirt  of  his  heart  to  remain  in  its 
original  purity.  He  felt  that  what  his  Mend  had  said  was  out  of  pure  kind- 
ness and  friendship.  Thus  be  began  to  let  fall  the  tears  of  repentance  fr^m 
his  eyes,  and  to  heave  boming  sighs  from  his  breast,  which  was  consumed  by 
the  fire  of  regret. 

OOUPLBT. 

I  bare  a  heart  worn  down  with  gpief,  then  why  not  weep  and  sigh }  ^ 
I  hare  a  weary  *  fortune  too,  then  why  not  wail  and  cry  ? 

AH  night  long,  like  a  lighted  taper,  he  wept,  while  his  heart  was  consuming ; 
and,  like  a  moth  longing  for  the  flame,  he  fluttered  in  eager  desire  after  the 
divine  excellence ; '  until  the  time  when  the  white-robed  votary  of  the  true 
mom^  spread  the  prayer-carpet  of  the  sun  before  the  shrine,  '  And  when  the 
morn  breathed  forth^^  and  the  black-appareled  ascetic  of  the  night  lodged  itself 
in  the  private  closet  of  '  TVhen  the  night  draws  in.* 

OOUPLBT. 

While  o'er  heaven's  breast  mom  drew  her  robe  of  light, 
Earth  did  her  fiiee  nnveil  from  gloomy  night. 

Again  men  pressed  in  crowds  to  the  cell  of  the  recluse,  and  the  gales  of  pride 
beginning  to  blow,  gave  the  com  of  his  nightly  repentance  to  the  wind  of 
indifference. 

COITPLET. 

Each  night  I  say,  '  To-morrow  I  these  wishes  will  forego ; ' 
But  CTcry  mom  again  I  feel  fresh  longings  for  them  grow. 

In  short,  the  recluse,  having  taken  up  the  affairs  of  the  state,  deposed  the 
nobles  and  ministers  from  their  ofOlces,  and  began,  too,  to  indulge  in  a  devia- 
tion from  the  path  of  eqtdty  in  the  adjudication  of  matters.  One  day  he  gave 
orders  to  put  to  death  one  of  the  people,  whose  death  was  not  permitted  by 
the  law,  and  after  the  punishment  was  over,  he  turned  in  quest  of  a  remedy 
and  amends.  The  heirs  of  the  man  that  had  been  executed  demanded  justice 
of  the  king  against  the  recluse.  The  nature  of  the  complaint  was  made 
known,  and  their  case  was  referred  to  the  tribunal  of  the  law.  The  decree 
of  the  judge  was  forthwith  issued  to  the  effect  that,  by  way  of  retaliation, 
they  should  put  the  recluse  to  death,  and  although  he  got  persons  to  intercede 
for  him,  and  promised  money  and  valuables,  he  failed  of  his  object,  and,  as  a 
disastrous  consequence  of  sacrificing  the  worship  of  the  Creator  for  the 


1  Here,  with  what  will  appear  to  ns  considerable  bad  taste,  dh  dh  is  made  to  rhyme  with 
tdrzdr. 

3  Lit.:  *  drowsy,'  J^iodb  dliidah. 

3  I  make  »haukmi-januil  refer  to  the  Deity,  as  in  the  case  of  the  moth,  it  does  to  the 
brightness  of  the  taper. 

«  The  niM-t  iddik  is  '  the  tme  dawn,'  opposed  to  ntbh-i  kd^ib  '  the  twilight,'  but  the 
epithet  is  clioscn  here' with  reference  to  zdhid. 

p2 
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service  of  the  creature,  lie  was  overtaken  in  the  whiripool  of  destraction. 
Thus  he  lost^  the  pleasures  of  the  world  and  fsdled  to  gain  the  happiness  of 
the  world  to  come. 

And  I  have  framed  this  story  to  show  that  as  I,  too,  turned  away  my  £ace 
from  the  shrine  of  GK)d's  worship,  and  hurried  to  the  imperial  court,  and 
withdrew  my  head  from  the  line  of  obedience  to  the  AU-Provid^,  and 
placed  it  on  the  threshold  of  the  princess  service, 

HSMIBTICH. 

I  merit  all  imaginable  woe.' 

When  Damnah  had  finished  this  discourse,  the  attendants  of  the  royal 
throne  were  astonished  at  his  eloquence,  and  the  Lion,  with  his  head  bent,  as 
before,  in  meditation,  could  not  think  how  to  enter  upon  the  affair  or  how 
to  reply  to  Damnah.  A  lynx  who,  of  all  the  courtiers,  was  honored  with 
the  nearest  access  to  the  king,  when  he  observed  the  amazement  of  those 
who  were  present  in  the  assembly,  turned  his  face  to  Damnah  and  said,  '  All 
these  reproaches  that  thou  hast  heaped  on  the  service  of  kings,  whose  head, 
reaching  to  the  polar  star,  is  crowned  with  the  diadem,  '  Ajttst  king  is  God^s 
shadow  upon  earthy*  befit  thee  not.'  But  hast  thou  not  heard  that  a  single 
hour  of  a  king's  life  which  is  passed  in  the  dispensation  of  justice  and  in 
taking  care  of  his  people,  b  taken  to  be  an  equivalent  for  sixty  years  of  piety 
and  devotion ;  and  many  of  the  worshipers '  at  the  shrine  of  devotion  and 
the  priestly  ofOlce,  and  of  the  crowned  heads  of  the  kingdom  of  spiritual 
enlightenment  and  miraculous  gifts,  have  voluntarily  chosen  the  service  of 
kings,  according  to  the  saying,  '  The  service  of  kings  is  half  the  road  [to 
heavenj  with  a  view  to  assisting  the  oppressed  and  lightening  the  burthens  of 
the  distressed :  and  among  the  number  of  such  cases,  the  story  of  the  Saint  of 
radiant  mind,  testifies  to  the  justice  of  this  matter.'  Damnah  asked,  '  How 
was  that  ? ' 

STOEY  VI. 

The  lynx  said,  *  They  have  related  that  in  a  city  of  Edrs  there  was  a 
venerable  old  man  who  had  carried  off  the  reed  of  superiority  from  the  horse- 
men  of  the  circus  of  sanctity,^  while  the  peak  of  his  crown  of  abnegation  of 
worldly  pleasures  touched  the  summit  of  the  celestial  sphere. 


^  Bar  dmadan  is  here  idiomatically  luscd  to  signify  '  emerging  from,'  in  the  sense  of 
*  letting  slip/  *  losing/ 

'  Nah  hadd-i  tu  bavad  '  is  not  in  thy  limits/  i.e.,  is  onsnited  to  thee.  A  common  phrase 
at  the  end  of  letters  is  tiyddah  hadd-i  adab,  ^  more  would  be  beyond  the  bounds  of  respect/ 
So  adab  might  be  understood  here  with  hadd. 

'  Lit. :  '  the  sitters  on  the  carpet  of  prayer.' 

^  I  take  wildyat  here  as  used  equivocally,  signifying  both  '  a  country '  and  also  '  the  state 
of  a  wall  or  saint' ;  so  too  in  the  first  line  oi  the  verses  following,  kasaim  *a'»abk  I  ima^e  to 
be  *  ihet'etrid  of  superiority' ; — as  horsemen  catch  the  Jar  id,  and  wus  outdo  others,  so  this  saint 
snatched  away  from  others  the  superiority. 
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▼BBSE. 

In  saintohip's  realm  imperial  state  had  he, 

He  crowned  himself,  while  he  abandoned  all. 
The  circni  of  his  steed — eternity : 

And  with  the  Infinite  he  played  at  balL^ 

They  used  to  call  him  the  Saint  of  radiant  mind.  The  echoing  romour  of  his 
miracnlous  gifts  pervaded  the  provinces  of  Bum  and  the  countries  of  the 
west,  and  the  hubhub'  of  his  stances  reached  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt  and 
Syria  and  Arabia  Petrsea  and  Felix.  The  wise  men  of  'Irak,  as  well  as  the 
refined  of  Khurasan,  placed  their  heads  on  the  line  of  attachment  to  him;  and 
the  pious  people  of  Tiurkistan,  as  well  as  those  transported  with  divine  love  in 
Hindustan,  laid  the.  hands  of  sincerity  on  the  skirt  of  discipleship  to  him. 
One  day  a  darvesh  from  Transoxiana,  resolved  on  going  as  a  pilgrim  to  the 
holy  shrine  of  that  Saint,  and,  with  many  toils,  conveyed  himself  from  the 
environs  of  Samarkand  to  the  capital  of  Ears :  and  truly  until  one  has  wounded 
the  foot  of  search  in  the  thorny  brake  of  trouble,  the  hand  of  attainment 
will  not  reach  the  collar  of  the  rose  of  desire. 

COUPLET. 

The  nightingale,  that  cannot  bear  the  woes 
Of  the  sharp  thorn,  must  speak  not  of  the  rose. 

The  darvesh  who  had  thus  traveled,  after  crossing  the  waste  of  despond,' 
alighted  at  the  K'abah  of  peace  and  safety,  and  having  made  the  dust  of  the 
threshold  of  the  Saint  a  kissing-place  for  the  lips  of  respect,  put  in  motion 
the  knocker  of  eagerness.  The  attendant  of  the  monastery,  after  inquiring 
into  his  case  and  informing  himself  of  the  circumstances  of  his  fatiguing 
journey,  pronounced  these  words,  '  0  darvesh  !  rest  a  little,  for  his  highness 
the  shekh  has  gone  to  wait  on  the  reigning  monarch,  and  the  hour  for  his 
return  is  by-and-bye.'  When  the  darvesh  heard  talk  of  waiting  on  the  king, 
he  exclaimed,  *  Fie  on  the  toilsome  journey  and  the  wasting  of  my  time  !  A 
shekh  who  goes  to  wait  on  a  king  and  finds  pleasure  in  visiting  and  dis- 
coursing with  him,  what  can  he  do  to  aid  me  ?  or  how  point  out  to  me  the 
right  way  ? 

1  The  literal  translation  of  these  exceedingly  difficult  lines,  is/  He  in  the  countnr  [or  in 
the  state  of  a  wolf]  has  become  a  sultfrn  in  majesty.  He  made  a  tiara  from  the  abandonment 
of  the  two  worlds.  He  galloped  his  Kakhsh  from  eternity  without  beginning,  and  pUyed  at 
ball  in  the  horso-tcnms  of  eternity  without  end.'  Here  note  that  tultdn  pandh  is  a  phrase 
simiLir  to  ddrd  pandh  in  p.  12, 1.  18  of  the  Persian  text,  and  that  Eakhsh  was  the  name  of 
Bttstam's  celebrated  steeds  These  lines  may  be  taken  as  a  specimen  of  what  the  transktor  of 
Persian  verses  has  to  encounter.  The  late  well-known  Persian  scholar,  Mr.  Swinton,  wrote 
to  recommend  that  I  should  inquire  the  m«*<»"^"g  of  some  phrases  here  of  the  Persian 
ambassador,  so  difficult  did  he  consider  them. 

*  I  hare  chosen  this  uncouth  word  as  corresponding,  in  sound  as  well  as  sense,  to  ^*^'^ 
dabdabah, 

*  I  hare  no  doubt  that  an  allusion  to  the  Hajj  is  intended  here  as  ^J^j^  niay  be 
▼owel-nointod  so  as  to  bo  hirmdn  *  disappointment,'  or  haramdni  *  the  two  saored  cities  of 
Makkaii  and  Madinah.' 
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COUBLET. 

Dog-like,  to  perish  at  his  feet  was  once  mj  wish,  my  trust : 
Alas !  those  hopes  all  suddenly  have  crumbled  into  dust.' 

He  then  came  forth  from  the  monastery,  and  took  his  way  to  the  hiz&r, 
and  through  the  impurity  of  his  deceitful  heart,  which  had  not  heen  tempered 
in  the  fiimace  of  austerity,  he  impressed  on  the  coin  of  the  shekh's  career 
the  stamp  of  short  measure;  and  ignorant  of  his  true  condition,  gave  yent  to 
unreasonable  censures. 

COVPLBT. 

Boaster !  thou  walkest  by  the  water's  brink, 
How  canst  thou  know  the  state  of  us  who  sink ! 

Suddenly  the  police-magistrate  of  the  city  caught  sight  of  him,  and  it  hap- 
pened that  a  thief,  who  resembled  him  in  appearance,  had,  on  the  previoun 
night,  escaped  from  prison,  and  the  king  had  severely  reprimanded  the  magistrate 
and  the  watch,  and  had  given  the  strictest  injunctions  to  catch  the  thief  and 
to  cut  off  his  hands.  The  magistrate  saw  the  darvesh,  and  imagining  him  to 
be  the  runaway  thief,  had  him  straightway  conveyed  to  the  place  of  punish- 
ment. In  vain  the  darvesh  showed  his  safe-conduct^  and  gave  a  true  account 
of  himself,  he  gained  nothing  thereby,  and  there  was  nothing  at  hand  for 
him  but  to  have  his  hand'  cut  off.  At  the  instant  that  the  pitiless  execu- 
tioner had  placed  a  sharp  knife  on  the  hand  of  the  darvesh,  and  was  about 
to  sever  it,  there  arose  the  shouts  of  the  retinue  of  the  Saint  of  radiant  mind, 
as  they  called  out  to  clear  the  way ;  and  the  shekb  with  a  grand  cavalcade,' 
arrived  where  that  crowd  was  assembled,  and  having  inquired  into  the 
circumstances,  was  informed  of  the  position  in  which  the  darvesh  was  placed. 
He  told  the  magistrate,  '  This  is  one  of  the  darveshes  belonging  to  my  place, 
and  the  suspicion  thrown  upon  him  is  contrary  to  the  facts — ^release  him.' 
The  magistrate  kissed  the  shekb^s  horse's  hoof,  and  expressed  himself  under 
a  vital  obligation ;  he  then  apologized  to  the  darvesh  and  went  about  his 
business.  The  poor  darvesh  finding  himself  set  free  from  the  snare  of 
destruction  and  from  the  merciless  hands  of  the  executioner,  proceeded  with 
the  shekh's  retinue  as  one  of  his  attendants,  and  as  they  were  going,  the 
shekh  laid  his  hand  on  the  shoulder  of  the  darvesh  and  whispered  to  him, 
'  Brother !  to  forswear  fellowship  with  darveshes  is  not  right,  for  did  we  not 
wait  upon  the  king,  ill-used  persons  like  thyself  would  find  no  escape  from 
the  hands  of  their  oppressors.'  The  darvesh  perceived  that  his  repudiation 
of  the  shekh  had  sprung  from  ignorance  and  folly,  and  that  whatever  is  done 


^  Bardt'i  simnuU — our  'passport.' 

'  1  have  designedly  used  this  phrase  to  represent  the  play  upon  words  in  the  text 

'  Mankib  I  take  to  be  'a  cavalcade,'  markab^  which  occurs  two  lines  further  on,  'a  horse, 

or  whatever  serves  as  vehicle  to  a  man.'    Yet  if  this  be  right,  I  would  rather  read  bd  than 

dar  with  the  former  word. 
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by  the  thoroughly  righteous  is  sure  not  to  bo  wrong;  because  the  intentions 
of  a  perfect  saint  melt  into  unison  with  those  of  God  himself,  wherefore  not 
a  single  action  will  spring  from  him  which  will  not  be  in  accordance  with 
the  divine  will,  nor  will  anything  he  does,  though  apparently  unreasonable 
and  improper,  be  in  reality  unadvisable. 

Dunous. 
The  child  whofe  throat  is  cut  by  Suzr'B  knife,^ 
A  people  could  not  render  back  to  Ufe. 
And  Bhonld  his  sbip  be  wrecked  in  open  sea, 
A  hundred  hopes  in  KMsr's  wreck  will  be. 
Be  sure  that  where  his  healing  hands  restore 
The  breach,  it  will  be  there  perceived  no  more. 
And  should  he  one  decapitate,  e'en  then 
He'd  give  a  hundred  thousand  heads  again. 

Earth  that  the  true  saint  touches  turns  to  gold, 
And  this  to  ashes  in  the  trifler's  hold. 

And  the  moral  of  this  story  is  that  eminently  holy  men  have  voluntarily 

taken  upon  themselves  the  service  of  kings  and  have  thought  it  no  harm  to 

frequent  royal  courts. 

BsmBnou. 

Who  then  art  thou,  to  be  aooounted  off* 

Damnah  said,  '  With  regard  to  what  thou  hast  said,  that  the  excellent 
have  sought  eminence  in  the  service  of  kings,  it  is  true  they  have  done  so, 
but  with  a  view  to  an  advantage  of  the  highest  consequence,  and  they  have 
not  entered  upon  this  measure  without  divine  inspiration,  nor  have  they 
suffered  the  smallest  worldly  or  carnal  motive  to  blend  itself  therewith ;  and 
whoever  has  such  a  bent  as  this,  whatever  he  may  do  or  say,  none  may  be  so 
bold  as  to  blame  him ;  but  when  will  the  like  of  us  reach  this  dignity  ?  or 
how  can  we  justify  our  pretension  to  a  rank  so  high  ?  And  as  to  what  thou 
hast  further  said,  that  a  king  is  the  shadow  of  God,  I  admit  that  too;  but  it 
is  the  temper  of  true  kings  to  make  their  actions  run  parallel  to  the  right 
way  and  keep  them  far  removed  from  the  path  of  wrong ;  not  to  patronise  one 
for  a  temporary  selfish  motive,  and,  then,  without  just  occasion,  order  him  to 
be  punished :  and  the  most  praiseworthy  of  all  royal  qualities  is  to  hold  dear 
those  of  their  servants  who  exhibit  commendable  dispositions,  and  to  degrade 
their  faithless  and  perfidious  ministers. 


^  I  hare  taken  some  liberties  with  these  most  unpoetical  and  tiresome  verses.    Thwe  is 
no  word 
find  his 

the  last  line  means  *imperfe..   '       '  s    v.   * 

the  seventh  and  eight  hues,  which,  if  retained,  should  follow  the  second,  'or  zaman  I  would 
gladly  read  zimn  and  translate  it  '  guarantee/  On  the  whole  a  more  wretdied  attempt  at 
poetiy  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  ^  Anv&r-i  Suhaili '  than  this. 
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tTAMXA. 

The  roee-plant  of  the  righteous  man's  estate. 

With  mercy's  rain  he  does  inyigorate. 

The  wicked,  like  the  wonnd-inflicting  thorn, 

Are  by  his  terror  from  the  roots  nptom.' 
The  lioness  said,  '  What  thou  sayest  is  trae,  but  thy  case  appears  the 
very  opposite  of  this,  since  the  collectiye  voice  of  this  assembly  pronounces 
that  Shanzabah  was  a  worthy  minister  of  the  king,  and  of  an  amiable  temper, 
and  the  common  report  is,  that  the  harvest  of  his  promise  was  consumed  by 
the  fire  of  thy  calumny,  and  that  the  pedestal  of  the  king's  Mth  was  over- 
turned by  the  disastrous  influence  of  thy  mischievous  meddling. 

oovFurr. 
Thy  enty  has  a  conflagration  Ut,  And  a  whole  nniTerse  oonsomes  in  it.' 

Damnah  said,  '  It  is  not  concealed  from  the  irradiated  mind  of  the  king, 
and  all  who  are  present  know,  that  between  me  and  the  ox  none  of  the 
materials  of  contention  and  enmity  existed,  how  then  can  hostility  as  anciently 
entertained  by  us,  be  thought  of?  And  he  too,  although  he  had  the  power 
to  attack  me,  and  the  opportunity  of  injuring  me,  and  strength  to  get  rid  of 
me,  nevertheless  observed  towards  me  only  the  path  of  kindness  and  bene- 
volence ;  and  I  too  was  not  contemptible  and  unimportant  in  the  king's  sight, 
that  I  should  exert  myself  to  get  rid  of  the  ox  through  envy  and  hatred,  but 
I  gave  the  king  a  piece  of  advice  and  disinterestedly  conveyed  to  his  ears 
a  speech  that  I  had  heard  and  the  traces  of  which  I  had  observed ;  and  it 
was  my  duty  to  be  grateM  for  the  king's  kindness,  and  to  exhibit  with 
truthfulness  the  apparent  treachery  and  dangerous  intentions  of  the  ox ;  and 
as  to  what  I  said,  the  king  too,  himself,  made  investigation,  and  discovered 
that  which  verified  my  words  and  confirmed  the  charge  I  brought,  and,  at  the 
call  of  his  own  judgment,  carried  out  the  measure ;  and  now  there  are  many 
persons,  who  were  in  league  with  8hanzabah,  and  partners  of  his  perfidy  and 
hostile  intentions,  who  are  afraid  of  me  since  I  have  adopted  the  habit  of 
telling  the  truth.    It  is  a  true  and  just  saying,  that  *  Thdh  U  bitter.* 

oommsT. 
All  to  whom  I  truth  have  spoken  have  become  my  enemies. 
Since  the  truth  may  not  be  said,  the  best  course  in  silence  lies. 

And,  assuredly,  a  party  of  hypocrites  will  exert  themselves  to  get  me  put  to 
death,  and  I  did  not  suspect  that  the  recompense  of  my  advice  and  the  result 
of  my  service  wonld  be  this,  that  my  continuing  to  live  should  be  a  cause  of 
anxiety  and  disturbance  to  the  king.'  When  Damnah  had  spoken  thus  far 
and  the  day  had  waned,  the  Lion  said,  '  He  must  be  delivered  over  to  the 
judges,  in  order  that  they  may  inquire  into  his  case,  since  in  penal  sentences 
and  judicial  proceedings,  without  adducing  clear  evidence  and  conviction  on 
certain  proof, 
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huostich.. 
It  18  not  right  commands  to  «zecate/ 

Damnah  said,  *  What  judge  is  more  righteous  than  the  reason  of  the  prince, 
and  what  magistrate  more  equitahle  than  the  fair  justice  of  the  fortunate 
king  ?  and,  praise  be  to  God !  the  luminous  mind  of  the  sult&n  is  a  clear 
mirror,  or  rather  a  world-displaying  goblet,  and  th6  condition  of  eveiy  one  of 
his  attendants  is  therein  clearly  di^layed. 

C0T7PLET. 

Be,  and  it  was !  ^  thy  wiadom  said  to  the  mysterious  scroll ; 
And  at  thy  word  e'en  fate's  decrees  their  destinies  unrolL 

And  I  know  of  a  certainty  that  in  removing  the  yeH  of  doubt,  and  undoing 
the  wimple  of  uncertainty  and  surmise,  nought  equals  the  sagacity  of  the  king 
and  his  discernment,  and,  assuredly,  when  the  mirror  of  his  command  is 
purified  from  the  rust  of  self-interest  and  bias,  I  am  convinced  that  if  proper 
investigation  is  made  my  immunity'  will  in  all  respects  be  established,  and 
the  honesty  of  my  mind,  like  the  dawning  of  the  light  of  the  real  morning, 
will  shine  luminously  to  all.' 

HZXIBTICH. 

No  secret  's  hidden  'neath  thy  wisdom's  light' 
The  lion  said,  '0  Bamnah!  this  matter  shall  be  investigated  to  the 
utmost  possible  extent,  and  this  affair  shall  be  inquired  into  with  all  imagi- 
nable caie. 

BTAlfZA. 

In  sifting  this  affair  I'll  laboor  so, 

That  forth  I'll  drag  it  as  a  hair  from  dough. 

Thyself  dost  know  that  every  hidden  thing 

Of  heaven  itself  my  mind's  light  jforth  can  hring  ? 

Damnah  said,  '  I  am  the  more  anxious  for  this  excessive  strictness^  by 
reason  of  my  innocence,  for  I  know  that  in  this  scrutiny  my  loyalty  will  be 
more  abundantly  evident,  and  had  I  been  g^ty  in  this  affair,  I  should  not 
have  continued  in  attendance  at  the  king's  court,  nor  sat  tamely  waiting  for 
misfortune ;  but  I  should  have  repeated  to  myself  the  purport  [of  this  injunc- 
tion] '  Oo  through  the  earth,^^  and  have  gone  to  another  region. 


^  This  expression,  intimating  God's  omnipotence,  like  the  '  Let  there  he  light  and  there 
was  light'  of  Scripture,  occurs  with  a  shade  of  variation  in  the  Kur'&n,  as  at  ch.  xvi.  40 ; 
Sale  p.  200, 1.  39  :  *  Verily  our  speech  unto  anything,  when  we  will  the  same,  is,  that  we  only 
say  unto  it,  *  Be,'  and  it  is.' 

'  Bardt'i  zimmat  in  a  somewhat  different  sense  from  that  in  p.  180  of  the  Fetsian  text, 
last  line  but  three. 

>  ^Alamiydn  *  men,' '  mankind.' 

^  Lit  ^itt  excess  and  straining  to  the  utmost.' 

*  Kur'fui,  Fl.  ch.  xvi.  38;  Mar.  36;  Sale  n.  200, 1.  29:  'Wherefore  go  throueh  the 
earth,*  0  tribe  of  Koreish !  and  see  what  hath  been  the  end  of  those  who  accused  their 
apostles  of  imposture ;"  and,  Kur'&n,  Fl.  ii.  131,  Mar.  137;  Sale  p.  47, 1.  26  :  *  There  have 
already  been  before  you  examples  of  punishment  of  infidels,  therefore  go  through  the  earth, 
and  behold  what  hatii  been  the  end  of  those  who  accuse  God's  apostles  of  imposture.' 
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HBHIBTXOH* 

For  wide  and  ample  is  Uie  plain  of  eartli.' 

The  lioness  said,  '  0  Damnah !  thy  Tehement  desire  for  inquiry  appears 
to  be  not  devoid  of  mental  alarm,  but  thou  hopest  by  cunning  to  bring 
thyself  out  innocent ;  but  to  look  for  escape  from  this  strait  without  thy  case 
being  investigated  is  an  impossible  thought  and  a  vain  desire/  Damnah 
replied,  *  I  have  many  enemies,  and  those  who  bear  malice  towards  me  are 
infinitely  numerous.  What  I  look  for  is  that  my  case  may  be  entrusted  to  a 
judge  who  may  be  dear  from  interested  feelings  and  from  suspicion,  and  who 
will  truthfully  convey  to  the  royal  ears  whatever  is  said  or  heard ;  and  that 
the  king  will  refer  this  to  his  world-adorning  judgment,  which  is  the  mirror 
of  victory  and  triumph,  so  that  I  may  not  be  put  to  death  on  a  mere 
su^icion  and  that  in  the  day  of  retribution  no  blame  may  accrue  on  account 
of  that  innocent  blood. 

COlTPZtBT. 

I  fear  not  death, — ^but  may  it  never  be: 
My  blood  [accosing]  should  entangle  thee.* 

The  lion  said,  '  I  have  never  in  any  command  deviated  from  the  path  of 
justice,  and,  save  in  the  way  of  equity,  is  is  impossible  for  me  to  tread ;  and 
if  this  perfidious  act  has  proceeded  from  thee,  thou  shalt  meet  the  punishment 
which  is  thy  due. 

HEMISTICH. 

What  in  life's  field  thou  sowest,  thou  shalt  reap  ? ' 

Damnah  replied,  '  Why  should  I  imagine  such  treason  ?  and  by  what 
means  suffer  the  desire  of  high  affairs  and  the  longing  for  offices  of  dignity  to 
pass  through  my  mind  ?  and  for  my  part  I  know  well  the  king's  justice,  and 
have  surveyed  the  tokens  of  his  righteous  dealing,  and  I  feel  certain  that  he 
will  not  prevent  my  participating  in  his  world-adorning  justice,  nor  cut  off 
from  me  the  hope  of  the  blessings  of  the  due  which  he  dispenses  to  all. 

COUPLET. 

For  justice  God  did  thee  create,  0  king  I 
From  a  just  Lord,  no  unjust  act  can  spring.' 

One  of  the  by-standers  said,  '  What  Damnah  says  is  not  intended  in  honor 
of  the  king,  but  by  these  words  he  hopes  to  avert  calamity  from  himself.' 
Damnah  rejoined,  *  Who  is  more  tender  of  me  than  I  myself  am,  and  who  my 
truer  friend  than  myself?  and  whoever  permits  himself  to  remain  in  a 
difficulty,  and  takes  no  thought  for  his  own  preservation,  what  hope  can 
others  place  in  him  ? 

COUPLET. 

Since  thou  neglectest  e'en  thine  own  affair. 
How  canst  thou  for  another's  business  care? 


^  Lit. :  *  Should  seize  thy  skirt' 
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Thy  speech  is  a  proof  of  a  want  of  understanding  and  judgment,  and  of 
an  abundance  of  ignorance  and  error ;  and  think  not  that  this  circumstance 
will  remain  hid  from  the  king's  sagacity,  [not  so !]  but  after  due  reflection 
he  will  distinguish  between  thy  reproach  and  salutary  advice,  since  his 
luminous  mind  can  deliberate  in  a  single  night  on  the  affiBurs  of  a  whole  life, 
and  subdue  vast  armies  by  a  thought 

OOUPLET. 

In  one  short  breath  his  thought — ^fEur-sightod,  world-snbduing  too — 
Can  things  effect,  which  none  beside  could  in  a  life-time  do  ? ' 

The  lynx  said,  '  I  am  not  so  much  astonished  at  thy  former  tricks  and 
perfidiousness,  as  at  thy  declamation  in  thy  present  condition,  and  thy  display 
of  ^laxims,  and  quaint  sayings,  and  saws.'  Damnah  rejoined,  '  Aye !  it  is  the 
place  for  admonition  if  it  alights  in  the  spot  of  acceptance,  and  it  is  the 
season  for  uttering  maxims  if  they  gain  a  hearing  from  the  ear  of  under- 
standing.' The  lioness  said,  '  0  traitor !  art  thou  still  in  hopes  of  escaping 
by  thy  juggles  and  deceit  ? '  Damnah  answered,  '  If  one  return  eyil  for 
good,  and  think  injury  a  just  recompence  for  benefit,  [I  am,  then,  indeed, 
without  hope].  Yet  I,  at  least,  have  fiilly  discharged  my  engagements  as  a 
servant,  and  have  been  faithful  to  my  duty  as  a  counsellor.  The  king  well 
knows  that  no  false  accuser  would  dare  to  utter  his  calumnies  before  him, 
and  if  he  think  fit  to  deal  cruelly  with  me,  the  infamy  thereof  will  recoil  on 
himself,  and  if  he  act  precipitately  with  regard  to  me,  and  neglect  the 
advantages  of  deliberation  and  the  blessings  of  proof  and  patient  investigation, 
he  will  repent  in  the  end ;  as  they  have  said, 

OOUFLBT. 

They  who  in  action  too  great  rashness  show, 
Will  their  own  reason's  structure  oTerthrow. 

And  whoever  deprives  himself  of  the  excellent  quality  of  patience  by  acting 
precipitately,  meets  with  what  that  woman  met  with,  who,  displaying  over- 
haste  in  her  proceedings,  could  not  discriminate  between  her  £ricnd  and  the 
slave.'  The  Lion,  who  was  listening  to  what  Damnah  said,  when  he  heard 
this  shrewd  remark,  asked,  '  How  was  that  ?' 

STORY  VII. 

Damnah  said,  '  They  have  related  that  in  the  city  of  Kashmir  there  was 
a  merchant  possessed  of  great  wealth  and  opulence,  and  many  servants,  and 
a  great  establishment.  He  had  a  wife  of  moon-like  &ce  and  musky  ringlets, 
such  that  heaven's  eye  had  never  beheld  a  luminary  like  her,  nor  had  so  fidr 
a  figure  ever  come  into  the  hand  of  Time.  Her  check  was  bright  and  radiant 
like  the  day  when  lovers  meet,  and  her  tresses  dark,  and  long  as  the  day  of 
separation. 


!ftiM<^p^w<eji.  r  ■■;■.  ""OijiW'jf.'  «■ 
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VBBflB. 

Her  beauty  like  the  mid-day  ^oriouB  sun, 

Like  the  narciasiu,  half  in  sleep,  her  eye. 
Her  cheek  the  rose  and  rose-jnice,  blent  in  one, 

Her  waist  was  slender  and  her  bosom  high. 
Sweeter  than  honey  or  rose-conserves  taste, 
Softer  than  budding  roees  when  embraced. 

And  in  close  yicinity  lived  a  painter,  who,  by  his  expeitness,  had  acquired 
a  world-wide  notoriety,^  and  was  admired  by  all  for  his  pictures.  The  souls 
of  the  painters  of  China  wandered  distracted  in  the  desert  of  jealousy  at  the 
brush  of  his  portraiture,  and  the  heart  of  the  artists  of  Cathay  were  bewildered 
in  the  waste  of  envy  at  the  skill  of  his  delineation. 

TBBJBB. 

That  skilful  master  could,  with  science  rare. 

His  paintings,  like  the  wind,*  on  water  trace. 
And  when  the  checks  and  tresses  of  the  fair — 

The  heart  consuming  with  their  magic  grace — 
He  showed ;  it  raemed  as  though  he  did  pourtray 
The  hue  of  night  upon  the  board  of  day.' 
When  he  hu  reed  upon  the  tablet  drew. 
Reason,  like  pictured  things,  insensate  grew. 

In  short  there  arose  between  him  and  the  wife  of  the  merchant  a  mutual 
attachment,  and  the  painter  began  to  feel  a  blind  and  uncontrollable  love  for 
that  graceful  form,  and  the  monarch,  Love,  overcame  the  teiritory  of  hi&  heart, 
the  metropolis  of  the  affections ;  and  the  forces  of  desire  commenced  their 
ravages  over  the  seven  regions  of  his  body. 

HEMISTICH. 

King  LoTO  his  heart,  his  faith's  domain,  subdued. 

The  visual  organs  of  the  young  lover,  like  the  heart  of  the  pious,  became 
watchful,  and  the  eyes  of  his  vigils,  like  April  clouds,  began  to  rain  down 
tears. 

COUPLET. 

Taper-like  with  inward  burning,  nightly  where  my  love  doth  sleep, 
Now  from  scorching  pain  I  suffer,  now  from  sorrow  sadly  weep. 

The  merchant's  wife,  too,  had  beheld  the  youth  and  surrendered  her  heart 
to  him,  and  had  placed  the  volume  of  patience  and  forbearance  in  the  niche 
of  oblivion. 

OOUPLBT. 

My  heart  is  gone,  my  bosom,  too,  of  life  is  Toid  and  leer. 
Patience,  away !  for  now  for  thee  no  place  continues  here. 


^  Lit. :  *  Pointed  at  by  the  finger  of  the  world. ' 

'  The  wind  as  it  curls  the  waters  is  said  to  delineate  figures  upon  them. 

3  The  black  hair  on  the  white  check  looked  like  night  painted  on  day ! 
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The  attraction  of  love  exerting  its  influence  on  both  sides,  they  found  the 
means  of  meeting  without  the  intervention  of  a  go-between,  and  the  path  of 
intercourse  between  them  was  clear  from  the  dust  of  riyab.  The  woman 
said  to  her  lover,  'Thou  art  ever^  favoring  me  with  thy  presence  and 
adorning  and  shedding  light  upon  my  humble  dwelling,  and  no  doubt  delay 
takes  place  until  thou  caUest  out  and  castest  a  pebble.  K  by  thy  skill  in 
painting — ^in  which  thou  art  the  phoenix  of  the  age  and  the  leader  of  the 
time — ^thou  wouldest  take  thought  and  paint  something,  and  make  a  thing 
which  might  be  a  token  between  me  and  thee,  it  would  not  be  unwise,  and 
rather  conformable  to  judicious  counsel.' 

The  young  artist  replied,  '  I  will  make  a  mantle  of  two  colors,  which 
shall  be  white  on  one  side,  like  a  star  shining  in  the  water ;  and  black  on  the 
other,  like  an  ^thiop's  hair  gleaming  on  the  lobe  of  the  ear  of  a  fair  beauty. 
When  thou  beholdest  that  signal,  come  out  quickly.'  While  they  were 
making  this  agreement,  a  slave  of  that  painter  was  standing  behind  the  wall, 
and  overheard  them. 

OOUPLET. 

Ope  not  thy  lips,  if  thou  hast  joys  in  hand, 
For  many  a  listener  near  the  wall  may  stand. 

Several  days  passed  and  the  mantle  was  finished  and  the  visits  agreed 
upon  took  place.  One  day  the  painter  had  gone  out  on  important  business, 
and  stopped  away  late.  The  slave  borrowed  that  mantle  of  the  painter's 
daughter,  on  pretence  of  studying  the  manner  in  which  the  colors  were 
mixed,  and  having  put  it  on,  came  to  the  house  of  the  lady.  She,  without 
reflection,  from  the  excessive  transports  of  joy  which  she  felt  at  her  lover's 
visit,  did  not  distinguish  between  her  paramour  and  his  rival,  nor  observed 
the  difference  between  her  friend  and  this  stranger. 

COUPLET. 

Her  body  to  his  clasp  she  gave,  and  did  love's  writing  trace, 
The  slaye  beheld  the  fair  and  shared  her  kisses  and  embrace. 

The  slave,  by  means  of  this  robe  obtained  his  wish ;  and  after  he  had  done 
with  it,  gave  back  the  mantle.  It  happened  that  at  the  very  same  time,  the 
painter  returned,  and  having  rent  the  garment  of  patience,  from  desire  to 
behold  his  mistress,  he  threw  the  mantle  over  his  shoulders  and  went 
towards  the  merchant's  house,  and  the  lady  running  forth  to  him,  again 
said,  with  many  endearments,  *  Is  it  well  with  thee,  my  friend,  that  thou 
hast  in  this  same  instant  come  back  again  ? '  The  young  man  saw  how 
matters  stood,  and  having  made  some  excuse  for  coming,  returned  forthwith. 


1  I  omit  Jkih  after  wakt  as  do  the  MSS.    Either  that  or  the  ra  before  Id  shak  mmt 
evidently  be  dispensed  with. 
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and  finding  out  the  whole  affidr,  chastiBed  the  slATe  and  his  daughter 
severely,  burnt  the  mantle,  and  gave  up  the  connection  with  the  lady: 
and  if  she  had  not  acted  precipitately,  she  would  not  have  been  contaminated 
by  the  foul  embraces  of  the  slave,  nor  have  been  deprived  of  the  visits  of 
her  darling  lover  and  the  conversation  of  a  Mend  dear  to  her  as  her  life. 

OOTTPLET. 

When  thon  the  tree  of  haste  hast  planted,  know. 
That  on  it  the  sad  froit  of  grief  will  grow. 

And  I  have  brought  forward  this  example  that  the  king  may  perceive 
that  he  ought  not  to  act  precipitately  with  reference  to  me ;  and  the  real 
fact  is,  that  I  do  not  utter  these  words  from  fear  of  torture,  and  terror  of  his 
majesty ;  for  although  death  is  a  sleep  not  to  be  coveted,  and  a  rest  little  to  be 
desired,  nevertheless,  come  it  will,  and  many  mighty  ones,  driven  to 
extremity  at  its  hands,  have  learned  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to 
evade  the  circle  of  annihilation  and  extinction.  Whoever  sets  foot  in  the 
world  of  existence,  must  needs  quaff  the  potion  of  death  and  clothe  himself 
in  the  vestments  of  decay. 

STANZA* 

Ne'er  did  heaven  place  one  in  the  sunny  ray 
Of  safety,  but  at  the  last  it  made 
Him,  like  the  twilight  of  false  mom,  decay. 

And  when  the  sempstress,  Fortune,  has  overlaid 
One's  stature  with  the  coat  of  being,  she 
Uncloaks'  him  in  the  end,  assuredly. 

And  had  I  a  thousand  lives,  and  knew  that  in  expending  them  I  should 
benefit  the  king,  I  would  surrender  them  all  in  an  instant,  and  regard  that 
as  equivalent  to  perfect  happiness  in  both  worlds. 

COITFLET. 

Life  is  dear,  but  were  it  asked  by  one  dearer  far,  like  thee. 

Who  would  grudge  his  life,  since  love  more  precious  than  his  life  would  be ! 

But  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  king  to  look  to  the  end  of  this  matter, 
for  he  cannot  preserve  his  dominions  without  the  swords  [of  his  officers], 
and  he  must  not  assail  the  lives  of  his  usefdl  servants  on  a  vain  surmise. 

HEMISTICH. 

Thou  wilt  be  sole,  if  many  friends  thou  slay. 

And  it  is  not  possible  to  find  at  all  times  a  servant  who  will  show  himself 
equal  to  the  administration  of  affairs,  nor  to  lay  hands  upon  a  minister 
worthy  of  one's  confidence  and  deserving  of  promotion. 


1  Here  is  an  equivoque — habd  kardan  is  *  to  make  a  cloak,'  and  also  *  to  rend  a  garment 
by  tearing  open  the  bosom.' 
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OOITPLBT. 

The  ran  murt  gild  it  many  a  year,  ere  that  wMch  first  has  been  a  stone 
A  mby  turns,  in  Badal^h&n — in  Taman,  a  camelion. 

When  the  lioness  observed  that  the  speeches  of  Damnah  were  honored 
by  attention  from  the  ear  of  acceptance,  she  was  overcome  with  alarm  lest 
the  lion  should  give  his  belief  to  these  gold-waflhed,  counterfeit  coins,  and 
speciotiB  truth-resembling  pretences  and  insinuating  falsehoods  of  his ;  and 
lest  the  grace  of  his  language  and  oily  talk  should  cause  the  lion  to  neglect 
the  investigation  of  this  history.  She,  therefore,  turned  towards  the  Lion, 
and  said,  '  Thy  silence  would  indicate  that  what  Damnah  says  is  true,  and 
what  the  rest  say  is  false,  and  I  did  not  think  that  thou,  notwithstanding 
thy  sagacity  and  acuteness  and  understanding  and  intellect,  wouldest  be  deaf 
to  the  language  of  truth,  and  be  deceived  and  shaken  by  vain  and  delusive 
prating. 

COITFIiBT, 

How  can  the  Bulbnl  sweet  to  thee  appear? 
Thou  who  to  babbling  birds  dost  lend  thine  ear/ 

She  then  rose  in  wrath  and  went  to  her  own  abode.  The  Lion  commanded 
them  to  keep  Damnah  bound  in  prison,  till  the  judges  should  investigate  his 
case,  and  declare  what  was  right  to  be  done  with  him.  The  court  of  inquiry  ^ 
broke  up,  and  the  lioness  came  to  the  lion  and  said,  '  0  son !  I  have  long 
heard  of  the  marvelous  cleverness  of  Damnah,  and  now  I  know  to  demon- 
stration that  he  is  the  wonder  of  the  age  and  the  phoenix  of  the  time.  How, 
I  pray,  oould  he  utter  all  these  fisdse  sentiments  apparently  so  magnanimous, 
and  how  arrange  those  rare  excuses  and  honeyed  sayings  ?  So  fine  are  the  ex- 
tenuations which  he  chooses,  that  if  the  king  should  give  him  an  opportunity 
to  speak,  he  would,  by  a  single  word,  extricate  himself  from  this  calamity ; 
and,  at  the  present  moment,  both  the  king  and  the  army,  in  a  body,  would 
rqoice  exceedingly  at  his  being  put  to  death,  and,  therefore,  the  best  way  is 
to  relieve  thy  mind  at  once  with  regard  to  him,  and  not  to  give  him  oppor- 
tunity to  speak  nor  the  chance  of  a  reply. 

HstisncH. 
Haste  is  not  good  saye  in  a  good  affur.' 

The  Lion  said,  '  The  business  of  those  who  surround  monarchs  is  envy  and 
variance,  and  the  employment  of  the  high  officers  of  state,  malevolence'  and 
strife.  Day  and  night  they  pursue  each  other  and  search  out  one  another's 
merits  and  demerits,  and  whoever  has  most  of  the  former,  they  assail  him 
the  more  vehemently,  and  the  deserving  are  the  greatest  objects  of  envy  and 


^  So  I  venture  to  translate  nuylis'i  mazdlim, 

s  The  editions  have  dariiffh  giram,  of  which  I  can  make  no  sense.    I  read  with  a  MS. 
itariigh  karam. 


^ 


224  ajxyLr'I  suhaili;  or,  the  ughts  of  canopus. 

malice ;  and  they  never  feel  jealous  of  one  who  has  no  merit,  and  Damnah  is 
adorned  with  many  accomplishments,  and  possesses  my  most  intimate  fayonr. 
It  is  possible  that  the  envious  have  combined  and  wish  to  get  rid  of  him  by 
treachery.'  The  lioness  replied,  '  How  can  envy  be  carried  so  far  as  to  cast 
one  into  the  place  of  destruction?'^  The  Lion  answered,  'Envy  is  a  fire 
which,  once  kindled,  bums  up  the  green  and  the  dry,  and  when  carried  to 
excess,  it  impels  a  man  not  to  desire  good  even  to  himself,  as  was  the  case  in 
the  matter  of  those  three  envious  persons.'  The  lioness  asked,  *  How  was 
that?' 

STORY  vni. 

The  Lion  said,  *  They  have  related  that  three  persons  were  fellow  tra- 
velers, and  having  become  companions,  entered  on  their  journey  together. 
The  oldest  of  them  said  to  the  other  two,  'Why  have  you  left  your  city,  and 
how  ?  and  what  is  the  cause  of  your  expatriating  yourselves,  so  that  ye  have 
chosen  the  toil  of  travel  in  preference  to  the  ease  of  residing  with  your  neigh- 
bours?' One  of  them  said,  'Because  that  in  the  town  in  which  I  dwelt, 
things  occurred  that  I  could  not  endure  the  sight  o^  and  envy  overpowered 
me,  and  I  was  continually  consumed  by  the  flame  of  jealousy.  I,  therefore, 
thought  to  myself  that  I  would  leave  my  home  for  a  day  or  two,  and  thus, 
perchance,  avoid  the  sight  of  what  I  did  not  wish  to  see.'  The  other  com- 
panion said,  '  I,  too,  was  embarrassed  with  the  same  painful  feeling,  and  have, 
therefore,  chosen  to  leave  my  country.'  The  oldest  said,  '  Both  of  you  are 
partners  in  suffering  with  me,  and  I  too  have  set  out  for  the  desert,  owing  to 
the  same  indignant  feeling. 

OQUFLET. 

To  tell  the  trath,  that  sight  I  cannot  see,  That  others  eat,  and  I  spectator  be. 

On  finding  that  all  three  were  envious,  with  a  feeling  of  pleasure  at  their 
homogeneousness,  they  set  out.  One  day  there  lay  a  purse  of  gold  in  their 
road,  and  the  three  ran  simultaneously  to  the  spot  and  exclaimed, '  Gome  ! 
let  us  divide  this  gold,  and  returning  hence  to  our  own  homes,  p&ss  some  time 
pleasantly.'  Each,  however,  felt  his  envious  passions  excited,  so  that,  being 
unwilling  that  the  others  should  get  a  share,  they  remained  mute.  They 
neither  had  the  courage  to  leave  the  gold  lying  in  the  road,  nor  could 
they  endure  to  divide  it  with  one  another.  They  passed  a  whole  day 
and  night  hungry  and  thirsty  in  the  desert,  and  denying  themselves  food 
and  sleep,  quarreled  together,  without  finding  any  solution  of  their  strife. 


1  A  most  inapt  speech  of  the  lioness,  who  had  before  her  the  example  of  Damnah's 
destroying  Shanzabah  through  envy ;  but  the  remark  is  made  merely  as  a  peg  to  hang  the  next 
story  upon. 
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STANIA. 

The  world's  aSain  in  which  no  order  lies, 

Are  like  to  an  nnfathomable  sea. 
Hence  men  of  abject  mind  and  mean  emprise 

Succumb  to  pains  which  haye  no  remedy. 

The  next  morning,  the  king  of  that  territory,  who  had  come  forth  to  hunt, 
passed,  with  a  number  of  his  retinue,  by  that  spot,  and  beheld  those  three 
persons  seated  in  the  desert.  On  his  inquiring  into  their  circumstances,  they 
stated  the  &cts  as  they  really  were,  and  said,  'We  all  three  are  endued 
with  the  quality  of  envy,  and  for  this  reason  We  have  left  our  country  and  our 
homes,  and  wander  in  an  unsettled  state.  Here,  too,  the  same  feeling  has 
evinced  itself,  and  has  ended  in  our  trouble  and  distress.  We  want  a  judge 
to  issue  his  command  for  the  division  of  this  gold  among  us. 

HSMXBTICH. 

Thank  God!  that  which  we  sought  is  now  obtained.' 
The  king  said,  '  Do  you  each  set  forth  the  nature  of  his  own  envious 
feeling,  that  I  may  perceive  the  extent  of  the  deserts  of  each,  and  may  in 
accordance  therewith  divide  the  gold  among  you ! '     One  said,  '  My  envy  is 
so  great  that  I  never  wish  to  benefit  any  one,  nor  choose  to  be  kind  to  any, 
lest  that  person  should  become  happy  or  prosperous.'      The  next   said, 
'  Thou  wert  bom  a  good  man  and  hast  no  spice  of  envy.    The  degree  of  my 
envy  is  such  that  I  cannot  bear  to  see  any  one  do  a  benefit  to  another  or 
bestow  his  property  on  him.'     The  third  scud,  '  Both  of  you  have  no  part  in 
this  matter,  and  your  pretensions  are  vain.    I,  in  fine,  am  such  that  I  never 
wish  any  one  to  bestow  a  favour  on  me,  or  show  kindness  even  to  myself, 
judge  then  what  my  feelings  are  towards  another ! '  ^   The  king  bit  the  finger 
of  astonishment  with  the  tooth  of  refiection,  and  marveled  at  the  words  of  these 
wretches,  on  the  tablet  of  whose  qualities  was  displayed  the  writing  indicative 
of  malignity,  *  JDo  they  envy  other  men  ?' '    He  said,  *  By  your  own  words  this 
gold  is  a  forbidden  thing  for  you,  and  each  deserves  a  punishment  suited  to 
his  crime.      He  who  is  unwilling  that  he  himself  should  do  good  to  others^ 
his  recompense  is  none  other  than  that  he  should  fail  to  participate  in  the 
happiness  of  a  reward,  and  in  both  worlds  be  bankrupt  and  destitute.    And 
as  for  him  who  cannot  endure  that  any  man  should  benefit  another,  the  best 
course  is  to  release  him  with  all  speed  from  the  prison  of  existence,  and  to 
remove  the  weight  of  this  suffering  from  the  surface  of  his  soul.     And  as  for 
the  third,  who  envies  even  himself,  and  who  does  not  wish  to  have  himself  even 
benefited,  he  deserves  to  be  punished  by  a  variety  of  tortures  and  ignominious 


*  lit :  *  What  will  arrive  to  another  ? ' 

«  Kur'&n,  Fl.  iT.67;  Mar.iv.  62  ;  Sale  p.  62, 1.  16  :  'Theseare  the  men  whom  God  hath 
cursed,  and  unto  him  whom  God  shall  curse,  thou  shalt  surely  find  no  helpers.  Shall  .they 
hare  a  part  of  the  kin^om,  since  even  then  they  would  not  bestow  the  sinallest  matter  on 
men  ?    Do  they  envy  other  men  that  which  God,  of  his  bounty,  hath  given  them  ? ' 
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safferings,  and,  suspended  for  a  long  period  in  the  grasp  of  chastisement  and 
reprobation,  to  taste  the  flaror  of  torment,  till  the  time  when  the  bird  of  his 
spirit  is  caught  in  the  snare,  '  Say^  the  angel  of  death  who  is  set  over  you  [shM 
cause  you  to  die'].'  ^  He  then  commanded  that  they  should  let  the  first  person 
go  into  the  desert,  naked  from  head  to  foot,  and  without  food  or  provisions, 
and  all  that  he  had  they  took  £ix)m  him,  the  king  saying, 

STANZA. 

*Who  wishes  good  to  no  man,  why, 

We  must  ifot  wish  aught  good  for  him. 
And  trees  that  do  no  fruit  supply; 

We  with  the  axe  must  sharply  trim/ 

And  with  respect  to  the  second  envious  person,  he  gave  orders  for  his 
decapitation  with  the  pitiless  scymitar,  which  having  been  done,  they  released 
him  from  the  pangs  of  envy :  while  on  the  third  they  rubbed  pitch,  and  left  him 
in  the  sun,  so  that  he  perished  after  cruel  and  protracted  sufferings.  Thus 
the  king  conveyed  the  disgraceful  envy  of  those  three  persons  to  its  just 
recompense :  and  the  perfectly  wise  have  said, 

QUATBAXN. 

Where  envy's  cruel  tortures  are,  no  remedy  is  there; 
It  is  a  hateful  feeling  which  wild  beasts  and  deTils  share. 
They  say  the  envious  person  is  the  enemy  of  man, 
For  he  is  his  own  enemy  if  well  his  thoughts  you  scan. 

There  is  no  pain  greater  than  that  of  envy,  because  the  envious  man  is 
alwayB  in  grief  at  the  joy  of  others,  and  in  travail  at  their  delight. 

OOUPLET. 

In  this  distress  the  wretched  sufferer  dies; 
Do  what  he  will,  there,  too  this  torment  lies.* 

And  this  story  is  for  this  purpose— that  it  may  be  shown  that  envy  may  be 
canied  to  such  a  length,  that  a  man  may  not  wish  well  even  to  himself,  and 
hence  we  may  infer  how  he  will  stand  with  reference  to  another ;  and  I 
suspect  that  the  tale  about  Damnah  may  have  been  set  afloat  by  envious 
persons.'  The  lioness  said,  '  I  have  not  observed  in  the  ministers  of  this 
court  the  habit  of  envying^  nor  have  I  the  slightest  suspicion  that  any  one  of 
them  is  tainted  with  this  blameable  quality ;  and  the  probability  is  that  the 
unanimous  vote  of  all  for  his  execution  is  with  a  view  to  the  king's 
advantage,  and  if  not,  these  circumstances  are  not  required  to  get  rid  of 


1  Kur'fcn,  Fl.  xxzii.  11 ;  Mar.  zzzii.  12 ;  Sale  p.  310,  L  12 :  <  And  they  say,  when  we  shall 
lie  hidden  in  the  earth,  shall  we  be  raised  thence  a  new  creature  ?  Tea !  they  deny  the 
meeting  of  their  Lord  at  the  resurrection.  Say,  the  angel  of  death,  who  is  set  over  you  shall 
cause  you  to  die;  then  shall  ye  be  brought  back  unto  your  Lord.'  Fliigel  reads  a^U^j 
for  the  J^^  of  Maracci  and  the  *  Anvfrr-i.'  ' 

'  The  only  sense  I  can  extract  from  this  difficult  couplet. 
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him.'  The  Lion  replied,  '  I  entertain  douhts  in  this  matter,  and  in  order 
that  they  may  be  removed  I  will  not  act,  as  regards  Damnah,  precipitately, 
lest  it  should  tnm  out  that  I  bring  loss  on  myself  in  seeking  the  advantage 
of  others,  and,  in  pleasing  the  creature,  anger  the  Creator.  Until  I  have 
most  narrowly  scmtimsed  the  afflEur,  I  shall  not  think  it  allowable  for  me  to 
put  him  to  death,  since  I  have  been  compelled  to  endure  all  these  regrets 
from  acting  with  too  great  haste  in  the  matter  of  Shanzabah.  The  right 
plan  is  not  to  sacrifice  the  meritorious  and  able  on  a  mere  suspicion,  and 
not  to  carry  out  any  mandate  till  the  beauty  of  certainty  shews  its 
countenance  from  behind  the  curtain  of  doubt ;  nor  transgress  the  purport  of 
this  saying,  which  has  issued  from  the  exalted  mind,  and  sprung  from  the 
pure  intellect  of  one  of  the  greatest  sages : 


When  a  traiugreflBion  may  haye  met  thine  eje, 
Pause  long  ere  thon  the  punishment  apply. 
With  ease  thoa  may'et  Badakhsh&n'a  ruby  break, 
Onoe  crushed,  again  a  gem  thou  canst  not  make. 
They  who  in  headlong  fiiry  draw  the  steel, 
ShaU  sharp  regrets  and  Tain  contrition  feeL^ 

Here  the  dialogue  between  the  Lion  and  his  mother  ended,  and  they  departed 
to  their  respective  couches.  When,  however,  they  had  conveyed  Damnah  to 
prison,  and  had  placed  heavy  fetters  on  his  feet  and  neck,  fraternal  tenderness 
and  friendly  sympathy  led  Kalflah  to  go  and  see  him.  As  soon  as  he  entered 
the  dungeon  and  his  eyes  fell  on  Damnah,  he  began  to  shower  down  the 
rain  of  his  tears  £ix)m  the  clouds  of  his  eye,  and  said,  '  0  brother !  how  can  I 
behold  thee  in  this  calamity  and  trouble,  and  what  pleasure  can  I  henceforth 
feel  in  life? 


Beft  of  thee,  my  spirif  s  solace !  can  thy  loyer  longer  live  ? 

Art  thou  from  my  bosom  banished,  what  can  joy  or  comfort  giye? 

<  Liye  without  me!'  couldst  thou  say  it?  *nor  let  parting  cloud  thy  brow!' 

I  hare  swayed  a  kingly  sceptre,  can  1  play  the  herdsman  now?' 

Damnah,  too,  began  to  weep,  and  exclaimed, 

COUPLET. 

From  my  much-loyed  Mends  to  part, 
Pangs  my  breast  and  breaks  my  heart 

And  all  this  travail  and  affliction,  and  the  grief  of  my  prison  and  my  heavy 
fetters  is  not  so  distressful  to  ma  as  to  be  compelled  to  submit  to  part  from 
thee  and  to  be  consumed  in  the  fire  of  separation. 


^  Lit. :  '  Shall, gnaw  the  back  of  his  hand  with  the  tooth  of  regret.' 

Q  2 
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STANZA. 

There's  not  a  night,  bat  parted  from  the  taper  of  thy  cheeky 
My  heart,  consuming  o'er  the  flame  of  grief,  is  wasted  not : 

Nor  moment,  but  ensangpiined  tears  my  pallid  Tisage  streak. 
While,  torn  from  thee,  I  melt  away,  and  weep  my  hapless  lot/ 

Kalflali  replied,  '  0  Damnah !  since  affairs  have  reached  this  point  and 
matters  have  culminated  in  this,  I  might  well  address  thee  in  severe 
langoage,  for  £ix)m  the  beginning  of  this  adventure  I  foresaw  it  all,  and 
used  the  most  strenuous  admonitions,  but  thou  didst  not  give  heed  to  them, 
but  leant  upon  thy  own  weak  judgment  and  erring  counsel,  and  at  the  last 
the  very  thing  has  happened  which  I  foretold  : 

OOVPLXT. 

I  bade  thee,  heart !  not  thither  go,  lest  thon  shonldst  be  made  captire  there. 
Thou  went'st  at  length  and  there  befell  thee  that  of  which  I  made  thee  'ware. 

And  had  I  fedled  to  advise  thee  at  the  commencement  of  this  business  and 
had  chosen  to  be  supine  in  dissuading  thee,  I  should  this  day  have  been  the 
partner  of  thy  perfidy,  and  I  could  not  have  addressed  to  thee  such  language 
as  I  do.  0  careless  one !  did  I  not  tell  thee  what  the  wise  implied  when 
they  said,  that  'The  slanderer  dies  before  his  predestined  time?'  The 
meaning  of  this  is,  not  the  being  cut  off  from  life  or  the  annihilation  of  the 
delights  of  existence,  but  that  a  grief  arises  which  makes  life  hateM  and 
makes  death  every  moment  wished  for,  as  has  happened  to  thee.  Assuredly 
death  is  pleasanter  than  this  life. 

COUPLET. 

A  thousand  times  'twere  better  not  to  be, 

Than  bear  the  rankling  ^  cares  which  harass  thee.' 

Bamnah  said,  *  0  brother !  thou  didst  ever  speak  the  truth  and  fulfil  all 
the  duties  of  a  monitor,  but  sensual  desire  and  covetousness  and  ambition 
impaired  my  judgment,  and  deprived  thy  admonitions  of  their  due  weight  in 
my  mind ;  and  although  I  knew  that  the  mischief  of  this  proceeding  was 
infinite,  and  the  danger  of  it  unbounded,  I  nevertheless  entered  upon  it  with 
the  utmost  enex^ — ^like  a  sick  man  who  is  overpowered  by  the  desire  of 
eating — though  he  knows  the  injurious  consequences,  he  heeds  them  not — eaid 
a  person  of  this  character,  who  cannot  refrain  from  obeying  his  appetite, 
must  submit  to  all  the  calamity  and  suffering  which  is  sure  to  occur  to  him, 
and  if  he  reproaches  any  one,  it  must  be  himself. 

COUPLET. 

I  must  not  'gainst  others  murmur  for  the  grief  that  rends  my  heart, 
I  have  caused  my  own  affliction,  'tis  a  self-inflicted  smart.' 

Kalflah  replied,  '  He  is  a  prudent  man,  who  in  the  beginning  of  every 


^  There  is  a  misprint  here  in  the  edition  of  1851,  which  might  cause  trouble  to  the 
student.     For  dilat  rdzi  it  should  be  dilat^rd  zi.    In  the  next  line  r^  noiihat  for  batihat. 

•     •  •     • 
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affair  casts  his  eyes  to  the  conclusion^  and  before  he  plants  the  shrub 
considers  its  fruit,  that  he  may  not  repent  of  the  deed  when  it  is  done,  nor 
regret  the  speech  when  it  is  spoken,  since  such  repentance  and  such  regrets 
yield  nothing  but  exultation  to  one's  enemies  and  despondency  to  one's 
friends. 

HElCXBnOH. 

Of  what  avail  thy  final  sorrow  when  thon  didst  go  wrong  at,  first  ? 

Damnah  responded,  '  0  brother !  to  have  no  enemies  is  the  charactenstic 
of  a  mean  spirit,  and  to  live  safe  and  secure  is  the  condition  of  every 
mean  wretch  and  simpleton.  Whereyer  there  is  a  man  of  high  spirit,  he 
cannot  be  quit  of  sharp  troubles  and  vast  dangers. 

COUPLET. 

'  When  wilt  thou  win  the  ball  of  hope  with  bat  of  fierce  desire  ? 
First  stake  thy.head,  and  then  to  this  high  contest-ground  aspire.' 

Kalflah  answered,  '  Fleeting  riches  and  uncertain  office  are  not  worth  all 
this  care  and  trouble. 

C0X7PLET. 

Look  thou  not  in  riches'  orchard  for  the  fruit  of  happiness, 
Change  is  all  the  fruit  it  beareth,  therefore  thy  fond  hopes  repress. 

Thou  oughtest  not  to  have  cast  the  ray  of  thy  regard  on  worldly  wealth  and 
station,  and  thou  wouldest  not  haye  fallen  into  the  pit  of  trouble  and 
difficulty ;  nor  shouldest  thou  haye  sown  the  plant  of  rancor  and  envy,  and 
to-day  thou  wouldest  not  have  gathered  the  frnit  of  calamity  and  disgrace.' 
Damnah  said,  '  I  know  that  I  have  scattered  the  seeds  of  this  woe,  and 
whoever  sows  anything  will  assuredly  reap  the  same. 

OOUPLBT. 

Oood  genders  good,  from  evils,  evils  grow: 

As  wheat-seeds,  wheat;  and  barley,  barley  show. 

And  I  have  sown  poisonous  herbs  and  cannot  therefore  look  for  rose-comfits, 
and  now  the  affidr  is  beyond  my  control  and  my  hand  is  unable  to  grasp  it. 
The  finger-tips  of  counsel  cannot  loose  the  knot  of  destiny,  nor  does  the 
coimtenance  of  successfril  deliberation  shew  itself  in  the  mirror  of  thought. 
I  have  erred  wittingly,  and  sinned  with  my  eyes  open,  and  in  spite  of 
knowing  that  the  royal  gem  was  not  worth  the  peril  of  the  whirlpool  of 
trouble. 

00T7FLET. 

Light  at  first  the  toil  of  ocean  seemed  in  hope  of  future  gain ; 
I  did  mistake,  a  hundred  jewels  are  not  worth  one  hurricane.' 

Kalflah  said,  *  Now  in  what  manner  hast  thou  devised  thy  release,  and 
by  what  passage  hast  thou  conceived  a  way  to  escape  ?'    Damnah  replied, 

COUPLET. 

*  A  way  to  flee  thy  love  were  hard  to  find, 
No  loop-hole  for  debate  is  left  behind. 
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It  appears  tiiat  the  yessel  of  life  will  be  submerged  in  this  whirlpool  of 
destraction,  and  that  the  son  of  existence  will  set  in  the  western  region  of 
annihilation  and  extinction.  Yet  will  I  in  no  wise  give  way  to  weakness, 
nor  will  I  spare  any  devioes  or  stratagems  that  can  be  made  available  for  my 
release.  But  my  grief  is  increased  by  the  apprehension  that  thou  mayest  be 
suspected  with  me ;  and,  owing  to  the  companionship  between  us,  which  had 
reached  the  bounds  of  complete  accord,  thou  too  mayest  fiedl  into  the  whirl- 
pool of  destruction,  and  if— which  God  forbid ! — ^they  should  inflict  pain  upon 
thee  to  make  thee  utter  what  thou  knowest  of  my  secrets,  my  distress  will 
then  be  doubled.  In  one  aspect  there  will  be  thy  personal  sufferings,  and  the 
shame  that  thou  shouldest  have  fiedlen  into  trouble  on  my  account:  in 
another,  no  hope  of  escape  will  be  left  to  me,  inasmuch  as  the  truth  of  thy 
word  is  known  to  all,  and  tiiere  can  be  no  opposing  truthftd  evidence  from 
one  like  thee,  who  hast  based  thy  conduct  on  sincerity  and  uprightness ;  and 
supposing  this  to  be  the  case,  we  shall  see  one  another  again  only  at  the 
day  of  resurrection,  and  we  cannot  hope  to  meet  save  at  the  time  of  the  last 
judgment.'  Kalflah  replied,  '  I  have  heard  what  thou  hast  said,  and  thou 
knowest  that  I  cannot  endure  the  torture,  nor  sustain  the  pangs  of  the  rack 
and  the  agony  of  punishment ;  nor  conceal  what  I  know ;  nor,  to  flatter  toy 
one,  can  I  speak  that  which  is  fedse  and  contrary  to  &ct ;  and  even  before 
they  put  the  question  I  shall  state  what  has  occurred.  Thy  advisable  course 
is  to  confess  thy  crime  and  to  avow  what  thou  hast  done,  and  thus,  by 
penitence  and  contrition,  save  thyself  from  suffering  in  the  flual  state.  Since 
thou  knowest  of  a  certainty  that  thy  end  in  the  present  case  will  be 
destruction;  at  least,  let  not  the  punishment  of  this  world  be  combined  with 
the  disgrace  and  chastisement  of  the  next;  and  if  thou  must  endure  the 
pangs  of  punishment  in  this  transitory  state,  at  least  thou  mayest  avoid 
tasting  the  bitter  waters  of  torment  in  the  city  of  eternal  existence.'  Damnah 
said,  '  I  win  consider  of  these  matters,,  and  advise  with  thee  on  the  course  I 
may  decide  upon.'  Kalflah,  pained  and  full  of  grief,  retired,  and  indulging 
his  heart  in  a  variety  of  distresses  and  anguish,  laid  himself  down  on  the 
bed  of  despondency  and  writhed  through  the  night,  and  as  morning  rose,  his 
spirit  sank. 

HBMtBTICH. 

It  passed,  and  mingled  all  these  hopes  with  dust. 

However,  at  the  time  that  these  words  were  exchanged  by  Damnah  and 
Kalflah,  a  thief,  who  was  confined  in  the  same  prison,  and  who  lay  sleeping 
near  them,  was  awakened  by  their  conversation,  and  having  heard  all  that  they 
said,  kept  it  in  mind,  and  preserved  the  recollection  of  it  that  he  might  make 
use  of  it  when  occasion  oflered. 

HEMISTICH. 

Each  speech  its  time,  each  saying  has  its  place. 
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The  next  day,  when  the  golden-clawed  lion  of  the  sun  pat  himself  in 
motion  in  the  azore-colored  waste  of  the  sky,  and  the  dark-visaged  hlack- 
Bcrolled  jackal  of  the  night  was  hidden  in  the  comer  of  the  prison  of 
concealment ; 

COUPLST. 

'  Day's  justice  o*er  the  niuTerse  outspread  its  golden  hue. 
And  night,  that  giyes  injustice  sway,  her  robes  around  her  drew. 

Again  the  court  of  grievances  was  formed  and  embodied.  The  lioness 
renewed  the  disquisition  as  to  Damnah,  and  said,  '  To  leave  tyrants  alive  is 
the  same  as  kUling  the  just,  and  to  treat  evil-disposed  persons  well,  is  like 
acting  ill  to  the  good. 

00T7PZJIT. 

Who  benefits  on  eyil  men  confer,  Upon  the  good  no  less  heap  injuries.^ 

And  he  who,  although  he  has  full  power  over  him,  suffdrs  the  profligate  to 
live,  or  assists  the  oppressor,  is  the  accomplice  of  their  debauchery  and 
injustice ;  and  the  threat  '  WTtow  aid*  th$  tyrant,  Ood  mil  gwe  that  tyrant 
ahiolute  power  over  Jum,*  comes  to  pass  in  his  case. 

COUPLBT. 

Sin  not,  nor  take  with  evil-doers  part.  Nor  suffer  eril  men  to  please  thy  heart' 

The  Lion  enjoined  the  judges  to  use  despatch  in  transacting  the  affair  of 
Damnah,  and  to  report  daily  what  transpired  as  to  his  treason  or  the  reverse. 
Wherefore  tLe  judges,  and  nobles,  and  notables,  and  ministers,  and  high  and 
low,  met  in  the  court  of  the  grandees  and  general  assembly,  and  the 
representative  of  the  kazi  turned  his  &ce  towards  those  present,  and  said, 
'  The  king  displays  the  utmost  urgency  as  to  the  inquiry  into  the  affair  of 
Damnah,  and  investigating  that  which  is  laid  to  his  charge ;  and  has  given 
command  that  until  the  face  of  his  affair  is  cleansed  from  the  dust  of  doubt^ 
the  judges  shall  not  occupy  themselves  with  any  other  matter,  and  enjoins 
that  the  sentence  which  is  passed  with  regard  to  him  shall  not  be  inconsistent 
with  the  requirements  of  justice,  nor  swerve  from  the  path  of  right 
towards  oppression  or  injustice.  It  behoves  each  of  you  to  declare 
what  he  knows,  for  such  declaration  comprises  three  advantages  of  high 
importance.  The  first  is  that  to  aid  the  right,  and  to  raise  the  banner  of 
truth  and  justice  is  of  great  weight  in  the  law  of  God,  and  of  ineffable  value 
in  the  code  of  courtesy  and  creed  of  magnanimity.  The  second  is,  that  to 
destroy  the  foundation  of  injustice,  and  lay  waste  the  basis  of  tyranny,  and  to 
rebuke  the  perfidious,  is  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  the  Creator,  and 
approved  by  mankinds  in  general.  The  third  is,  that  to  escape  frx>m  the 
deceitful  and  mischievous,  and  to  obtain  security  from  perfidious  and  wicked 
men,  is  absolute  gain,  and  relief  in  which  all  partake.'   When  the  speech  was 


I  These  lines  occur  in  the  fourth  story  of  the  first  Book  of  the  Gulist&n.      See  my 
translation,  p.  44, 1.  8. 
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endedy  all  those  who  were  present  kept  BUence,  and  from  no  quarter  was  any 
answer  retumed|*for  they  had  no  certainty  as  to  the  affiur  of  Danmah,  and 
they  did  not  wish  to  say  anything  on  mere  suspicion,  lest  a  command  should 
be  issued  upon  what  they  affirmed,  and  blood  should  be  spilled  at  their  word, 
though  they  might  deliyer  sentiments  not  in  agreement  with  the  facts.  Wlien 
Daomah  obsenred  this  state  of  things,  his  heart  was  refreshed  and  rejoiced,  like 
the  garden  of  Iram  by  the  breeze  of  spring.  He  contracted  his  features, 
however,  like  one  in  grief,  and  said,  '  0  leaders  of  the  £uth  and  of  the  state ! 
and  0  counsellors  of  the  realm  and  nation !  were  I  guilty,  I  should  be  glad 
to  keep  silence,  but  I  am  innocent,  and  no  one  can  lay  hands  on  him  who 
is  clear  of  guilt,  and  he  is  excusable  if  he  exert  himself  in  his  own 
afiair  to  the  extent  of  his  ability;  and  I  desire  that  every  one  who  is 
acquainted  with  aught  that  affects  my  case,  will  state  it  truthfully,  and 
observe  what  is  due  to  justice  therein.  For  hereafter  every  speech  will  have 
its  reward,  and  it  behoves  every  one — ^whose  word  is  equivalent  to  a  command 
in  setting  forth  the  right,  or  in  putting  an  individual  to  death— ^to  deliver  his, 
testimony  without  admixture  of  suspicion  or  conjecture,  and  moreover  with 
sincerity  and  firm  conviction,  and  whoever  on  mere  suspicion  or  doubt 
plunges  me  into  destruction  will  meet  with  what  befeU  that  physician,  who 
was  destitute  of  science  and  experience.'  The  judges  inquired,  'How  was 
that?' 

STORY  IX. 

Damnah  said,  'They  have  related  that  a  man  without  any  stock  of 
understanding  and  without  the  adornment  of  experience,  was  laying  claim  to 
be  a  physician.  He  had  neither  sufficient  science  nor  perfect  judgment.  8o 
ignorant  was  he  in  discriminating  drugs  that  he  could  not  tell  a  cocoa-nut 
from  Turkish  wormwood,^  and  he  was  so  unskilful  in  the  prognosiB  of 
diseases,  that  he  could  not  discern  between  ophthalmia  and  gout,  and  he  gave 
no  heed  to  the  qualities  and  quantities  of  medicine  in  judging  as  to  com- 
pounds, and  in  writing  his  prescriptions,  he  attended  not  to  the  kind  or 
amount  of  food  and  drink. 

OOVPLBT. 

A  soiry  leech !  whoe'er  Mb  yiaage  eyed,  Ne'er  life's  fair  lineaments  again  descried. 

And  in  the  city  in  which  this  person  had  opened  the  shop  of  ignorance,  and 
proclaimed  his  notification  for  the  destruction  of  men,  there  was  another 
doctor  celebrated  for  his  perfect  skill,  and  whose  visits'  were  renowned  for 
remedies  and  success.  His  breath  was  like  the  breath  of  Is'a,^  revivifying; 
and  his  step,  like  that  of  Shizr,  restoring  life. 


*  Or  hyssop. 

»  Lit.:  'step.' 

'  Or  Jesus.    The  cures  of  our  Saviour  arc  as  renowned  among  the  Muhammadans  as 
among  ChristianB. 
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STANZA. 

The  circling,  changefiil  yault  of  heayen— did  he  the  wiahTexpreas — 

Were  from  its  dizzinees  at  once  set  free : 
And  did  his  fortune-bringing  feet  the  blooming  garden  bless, 

The  aspen  of  its  tremors  cnred  would  be. 

Inasmuch,  howeyer,  as  it  is  the  custom  of  perfidious  fortune  that  men  of 
merit  ever  obtain  from  the  tray  of  its  harshness  only  the  morsel  of  toil,  and 
the  imdeserving  bear  away  from  the  tables  of  its  benefits  the  viands  of 
abundant  honor  and  distinction, 

OOUPLBT. 

These  times  lefiise  to  purchase  merit,  therefore  breaks  my  heart; 
For  gear  then  so  unyalued,  where  shall  I  go  seek  a  mart  ? 

the  affidrs  of  this  most  learned  man  of  the  age  and  phenomenon  of  the  time 
were  on  the  decHne,  and  the  star  of  the  light  of  his  vision  was  overtaken 
with  the  eclipse  of  debility.  By  degrees  the  light  of  the  world-surveying 
eye  of  that  dear  person — ^by  which  the  vision  of  the  wise  was  enlightened,  and 
the  survey  of  the  garden  of  whose  beauty  was  more  agreeable  to  the  pupil  of 
the  eye  of  those  gifted  with  sight  than  to  gaze  on  gardens  of  flowers — grew 
dim,  until  the  time  when  no  vestige  of  illumination  was  left  in  it.  The 
hapless  man  took  his  retired  seat  in  the  comer  of  his  humble  dwelling,  and 
that  public  impostor^  began  to  set  up  his  deceitful  pretensions  out  of  all 
reason. 

COUPLET. 

The  fairy  veils  her  visage,  the  fiend's  all  coquetry, 
Beason  consumes  with  wonder  things  so  nnthought  to  see. 

In  a  short  space  of  time  he  was  regarded  as  a  physician  certain  to  heal,  and 
the  fame  of  his  cures  was  spread  by  lying  rumour  from  tongue  to  tongue. 
The  king  of  that  city  had  a  daughter,  such,  that  from  the  horizon  of  beauty 
no  luminary  like  her  had  risen,  nor  had  the  perfrmier  of  the  morning  dis- 
played any  musk  to  equal  that  which  was  scattered  from  her  curling  tresses. 

COUPLET. 

Moon-Tisaged,  musk-diffusing,  hearts'  delight; 
life-giTing,  heart-enchanting,  heavenly  bright. 

Her  he  had  bestowed  on  his  brother's  son,  and  the  ceremonies  which 
accompany  the  marriage-knot  and  the  bridal  night,  had  been  performed  in  a 
manner  befitting  royalty  and  with  a  lustre  becoming  kings. 

COUPLET. 

The  moon  as  guest  was  welcomed  by  the  sun. 
And  Venus  joined  with  Mercury  in  one. 

And  from  the  conjunction  of  those  two  fortunate  luminaries  a  royal  gem  was 
formed  in  the  shell  of  her  womb.     It  happened,  however,  that  at  the  time  of 


^  A  peculiar  phrase,  Jdhil'i  *dm. 
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partoritioii  an  accident  occurred,  and  the  princess  was  seized  with  severe 
pain.  They  smnmoned  the  wise  physician  to  the  presence  and  informed  him 
of  the  nature  of  the  iUness.  The  skilful  leech,  having  learned  the  true  state 
of  the  case,  made  the  prognosis  of  the  disease  and  said,  '  The  cure  of  this 
disease  is  obtainable  by  a  medicine  which  they  call  Mihr&n.  Let  them  take 
a  fourth  part  of  a  dram  of  that  medicine,  and  pound  and  sift  it,  and  mix  it 
up  with  a  little  pure  musk  and  cinnamon,  and  sweeten  it  with  sugar-candy, 
and  give  it  to  the  patient,  and  her  sufferings  will  be  instantly  removed.' 
They  replied,  '  0  physician !  where  may  that  medicine  be  ?  and  whom  are  we 
to  ask  for  it  ?  He  answered,  '  I  have  seen  in  the  medicine-repository  of  the 
palace  a  little  of  this  medicine,  deposited  in  a  casket  of  virgin  silver,  on 
which  was  set  a  padlock  of  pure  gold,  but  now,  owing  to  my  want  of  sight, 
I  am  imable  to  find  it.'  In  the  midst  of  this  colloquy,  the  pretended 
physician  came  up  and  said,  '  I  take  upon  me  to  discover  that  medicine,  and 
I  well  now  how  to  compound  that  mixture.'  The  king  called  him  before 
him,  and  commanded  him  to  go  to  the  repository  of  medicine,  and  having 
brought  out  the  required  drug,  to  prepare  the  drink  which  the  physician 
had  ordered.  Hereupon  the  ignorant  doctor  entered  the  repository,  and 
looked  for  a  casket  of  the  description  which  the  true  physician  had  men- 
tioned, but  as  there  were  numerous  caskets  of  the  same  character,  he  failed 
to  discover  the  said  medicine,  and  without  discriminating  between  them,  he 
took  up  one  and  brought  it  out.  It  happened  not  to  be  the  drug  they  called 
Mihr&n,  but  a  small  quantity  of  deadly  poison,  which  having  been  deposited 
there  for  stete  purposes,  was  kept  in  that  casket.  This  he  opened  and  mixed 
the  poison  with  the  other  ingredients,  and  having  made  it  into  a  drink,  gave 
it  to  the  princess.  No  sooner  did  she  taste  it  than  she  expired.  When  the 
king  beheld  that  event,  consumed  with  regret  for  the  loss  of  his  daughter,  he 
raised  to  the  etherial  sky  the  torch  of  his  sighs,  and  he  commanded  them 
to  give  the  remaining  portion  to  that  ignorant  physician,  so  that  he  too 
fell  lifeless  on  the  spot,  and  the  recompense  of  that  unseemly  deed  reached 
him  immediately. 

OOUPLBT. 

This  is  a  wholesome  moral,  all  who  evil  do, 
Not  only  injure  others  but  harm  themselves  too. 

And  I  have  introduced  this  story  that  it  may  be  known  that  every  action 
that  men  do  through  ignorance  has  a  disastrous  result,  and  every  affair  that 
they  transact  in  doubt  and  on  mere  conjecture,  is  fraught  with  most  intense 
danger.'  One  of  those  present  said,  *  0  Damnah  !  thou  art  of  the  number  of 
those,  the  foulness  of  whose  mind  is  evident  to  the  higher  ranks,  and  the 
impurity  of  whose  morals  is  manifest  to  those  below,  and  the  perverseness  of 
thy  disposition  accords  with  thy  shape  and  form  and  appearance.' 

The  kaz{  asked,  '  Whence  does  thou  utter  this  speech  ?  and  what  proof 
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hast  thou  of  this  remark  ?  Thou  must  recount  the  proofs  of  it  and  declare  the 
az^g^uments  in  support  of  thy  obeenration.'  He  replied,  'Sages  skilled  in 
physiognomy  haye  pronounced  that  eyery  one  with  wide  eyebrows,  whose 
right  eye  is  smaller  than  his  left,  and  who  is  subject  to  a  perpetual  throbbing 
of  the  eye,  and  whose  nose  inclines  to  the  left,  and  whose  glance  is  oyer  cast 
down  to  the  ground,  his  ill-omened  nature  will  be  filled  with  mischief  and 
deceit,  and  be  replete  with  profligacy  and  perfidiousness,  and  these  signs  are 
to  be  found  in  him/  Damnah  answered,  'In  the  commands  of  Grod 
partiality  and  deception  are  impossible,  and  in  the  actions  of  that  holy 
Being,  error  and  neglect,  and  mistakes  and  faults,  are  not  to  be  supposed. 

COUPLET. 

MiBtakes  and  faults  may  spring  from  me  and  thee, 
In  earth's  Creator  error  cannot  be. 

K  these  tokens  which  thou  hast  mentioned  were  really  a  true  proof  and 
genuine  demonstration,  and  truth  could  thus  be  distinguished  from  Msehood, 
and  error  from  correctness,  and  right  from  wrong ;  mankind  would  then  be 
quit  of  eyidence  and  oaths;  and  judges  might  rest  from  pleadings  and 
citations,  and  henceforward  it  would  not  be  weU  to  praise  any  one  for  his 
good  deeds  or  to  reproach  him  for  his  ill-actions,  since  no  created  being  could 
diyest  himself  of  those  marks  which,  at  the  time  of  the  creation  of  his  nature, 
would  be  made  to  accompany  him.  Wherefore,  in  accordance  with  the 
directions  which  thou  hast  giyen,  the  reward  of  the  good  and  the  punishment 
of  the  bad,  would  be  obliterated  from  the  pages  of  the  ordinances  of  the  law 
and  of  justice,  and  had  I  done  this  thing — ^which  they  say  I  hAve— {Let  us 
take  refuse  with  God  from  it  J)  it  was  owing  to  these  marks  haying  impelled 
me  to  it,  and  since  it  was  impossible  to  put  them  away,  it  is  not  fitting 
that  I  should  be  oyertaken  with  punishment  for  them. 

COUPLET. 

Rebnke  us  not  that  we  grow  wildly  here, 
For  as  they  rear  us,  such  we  do  appear. 

Wherefore  by  thy  sentence  I  am  set  6*00  from  this  calamitous  imprisonment, 
and  thou  hast  giyen'  a  conyincing  proof  of  thy  ignorance  and  spurious 
pretensions  to  _be  a  judge,  and  hast  shewn  by  an  imfounded  speech  and  a 
baseless  semblance,  and  an  unluminous  charge  and  a  declaration  not  listened 
to,  that  thou  hast  made  an  incongruous  entrance  into  the  assembly  of 
the  wise. 

COUPLET. 

By  thy  discourse  the  old  and  wise  now  know, 
How  hr  the  branchings  of  thy  folly  go.' 

When  Damnah  had  deliyered  this  reply,  all  those  who  were  present, 
placed  the  seal  of  silence  on  the  casket  of  speech,  and  none  was  able  to  utter 
a  word  more.     The  kazf  commanded  him  to  be  conyeyed  back  to  prison,  and 
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they  made  a  detailed  representation  to  the  Lion  of  what  had  occurred. 
When  Damnah,  however,  had  re-entered  the  prison,  a  Mend  of  Kalflah, 
whom  they  called  Ruzbih,  passed  by.  Damnah  called  him,  and  said,  *  Since 
yesterday  I  have  no  tidings  of  Kalflah,  and  at  this  crisis  I  am  most  anxious 
for  his  visits. 

OOUFLBT. 

Trae  Mend  is  he  who  comes  thy  hand  to  press 
In  time  of  trouble  and  of  deep  distress. 

What  news  hast  thou  of  him  ?  and  what  excuse  hast  thou  brought  for  his 
not  coming  ?  '  As  soon  as  Ruzbih  heard  Kalflah  named,  he  drew  a  hot  sigh 
from  his  burning  heart,  and  showering  tears  of  blood  frt)m  the  clouds  of  his 
eyes,  said, 

COUPLET. 

My  heart  is  gone,  then  how  shall  I  my  loved  one  seek } 
Tongae-boond,  to  whom  shaU  I  my  sorrows  speak  ? ' 

Damnah  was  impatient  at  the  distress  of  Euzbih,  and  said,  *  Declare  the 
£Eu:t8  with  all  speed.'     Ruzbih  replied,  '  0  Damnah  !  how  shall  I  tell  them  ? 

YXBflE. 

To  leaye  my  lore  consumes  my  inmost  heart, 

My  breast  is  wounded  and  no  salve  have  I : 
Like  taper  bums  life's  thread  with  hidden  smart. 

And  my  soul's  anguish  stifles  e^en  a  sigh. 

0  Damnah !  that  dear  friend  has  migrated  from  this  transitory  abode  to  the 
enduring  city,  and  has  impressed  on  the  hearts  of  his  friends  and  companions 
the  wound  of  separation. 

COUPLET. 

Comrades,  alas !  that  of  our  friend  bereft,  Captive  to  parting  sorrows  we  are  left.' 

When  Damnah  heard  the  intelligence  of  Kalilah's  death,  he  swooned, 
and  when,  after  a  long  interval,  he  recovered  his  senses,  he  uttered  loud 
laments,  and  in  deepest  grief,  with  streaming  eyes,  exclaimed, 

STANZA. 

^  Alas !  the  root  of  joy's  &ir  plant  is  severed  now  in  twain, 

And  of  the  fruitftd  branch  of  mirth  no  tokens  now  remain : 

Sigh  then,  my  heart !  my  soul's  repose  is  all  now  swept  away, 

Eyes  rain  down  blood  for  him — now  gone — who  was  your  visual  ray.' 

When  Damnah  had  carried  his  lamentations  beyond  bounds,  and  had 
rent  the  garment  of  patience  with  the  hand  of  complaint,  while  each 
moment  he  rubbed  his  face  in  the  dust,  and  wept  in  a  manner  to  which  none 
could  endure  to  listen,  Ruzbih  began  to  exhort  him,  and  said,  *  0  Damnah  ! 
thou  thyself  knowest  that  the  kingly  and  eternal  writer  ^  has  written  the 
name  of  continuous  existence  on  the  paper  of  the  life  of  no  created  thing, 
and  the  pourtrayer  of  the  forms  of  creation  has  not  engraved  the  figure  of 


The  Tuffhrdnavis  is  the  person  who  appends  the  imperial  titles,  signature,  etc.,  to  a  paper. 
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life  on  the  pages  of  possibility,  save  with  the  pen  of  '  Everything  ahaU  perish 
except  Himself y  ^  nor  has  the  tailor  '  of  the  establishment  of  eternity  sewed 
the  garment  of  the  existence  of  any  living  being  without  the  fringe  of 
annihilation^  nor  has  the  carpet-spreader  of  the  pavilion  of  omnipotence 
lighted  the  taper  of  entertainment '  without  the  violent  wind  of  calamity. 

STANZA. 

Since  heaven  has  built  this  structure  without  the  thorn  of  woe, 
None  ever  in  life's  garden  did  the  rose  of  pleasure  know: 
Life's  flower-garden  none  in  Time's  meadow  e'er  could  find 
In  all  its  yemal  beauty,  safe  from  autumn's  chilling  wind. 

This  is  a  draught  which  all  must  taste,  and  a  burthen  which  all  must  bear. 
There  is  no  salve  for  this  wound  but  patience — no  remedy  for  this  disease  but 
compulsory  endurance. 

COUPLET. 

Patience  is  needful:  for  this  mental  pain. 
Save  patience,  aU  medicaments  are  yain.' 

By  these  words  Damnah  was  in  some  degree  consoled,  and  said,  'O 
Ruzbih !  right  is  on  my  side  in  this  lament,  for  Kalilah  was  to  me  an  attached 
friend  and  a  right-counselling  brother,  with  whom  I  found  refrige  in  time 
of  trouble,  and  from  whose  judgment  and  consideration  and  tenderness  and 
advice,  I  could  in  emergencies  derive  succour.  His  head  was  a  treasury, 
and  aU  the  coin  of  secrets  therein  deposited  remained  concealed  from  the 
world,  and  the  spy  of  Time  remained  in  despair  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
them.  Alas !  that  that  kind  friend  has  removed  his  auspicious  company  from 
my  head,  and  has  left  me  in  the  comer  of  the  world's  tenement  without 
comrade,  or  associate,  or  friend,  or  coiifidant. 

COUPLBT. 

To  whom  shall  I  my  secrets  tell,  since  I  can  in  none  confide  ? 
And  how  shaU  I,  of  friends  bereft,  for  my  future  course  provide  ? 

Hereafter  what  pleasure  can  I  find  in  life  ?  or  what  advantage  will  the  stock 
of  existence  supply  ?  And  were  it  not  that  at  this  crisis  various  suspicions 
[of  my  motives]  might  arise  in  the  minds  of  men,  I  could  kill  myself  with 
lamentation,^  and  free  myself  frt)m  the  pain  of  solitude  and  the  sufferings 
of  my  friendless  condition,  since  in  this  abyss  into  which  I  have  fallen,  no 
appearance  of  escape  is  visible,  without  the  aid  of  a  friend  and  the  help  of 
sympathisers. 

1  Knr'&n,  Fl.  xxviii.  88,  Mar.  xxrii.  87  :  Sale  p.  297, 1.  9 :  *  And  be  not  thou  an  idolater ; 
neither  invoke  any  other  god  together  with  the  true  God;  there  is  no  God  hut  He.  Eyerything 
shall  perish  except  Himself;  unto  Him  belongeth  judgment;  and  before  him  shall  ye  be 
assemoled  at  the  hist  day.' 

*  With  such  execrable  taste  do  the  Persians  ride  their  metaphors  into  the  lowest  bathos. 

s  One  MS.  omits  zardfatlj  which  in  fact  is  inserted  only  to  rhyme  with  d/ati.  The 
same  MS.  omits  the  text  Irom  the  Kur'&n  after  keUam,  and  reads  mamdt  *  death,'  instead. 

*  Or  *  in  a  piteous  manner.'    This  passage,  particularly  the  dnastiy  is  obscure. 
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OOVPLBT. 

From  hope's  city  I  must  wander  forth,  alone  and  friendlesBly, 
Now  despair  alone  is  left  us,  shorn  of  every  remedy. 

Euzbih  said,  *  If  Kalflah  has  &Ueii  firom  the  garden  of  life  into  the 
thorny  brake  of  extinction  and  annihilation,  the  plant  of  the  affection  of 
other  Mends  is  refreshed  and  rendered  verdant  by  the  drops  of  true  loye. 

OOUPLBT. 

Grieve  thou  not,  though  in  this  garden  branches  of  the  rose  are  dead, 
Still  the  hyacinth  cmrls  its  tresses,  still  the  Nasrln^  lifts  its  head. 

Damnah  said,  '  Thou  speakest  the  truth,  thy  existence  is  a  remedy  for  my 
trouble,  and  thy  life  the  alleviation  of  every  disaster,  and  to-day  thou  art  to 
me  the  very  same  Mend  and  brother  that  Kalflah  was  before.  Give  me  thy 
hand  and  accept  me  as  a  brother.'  RuzbOi  advanced  with  the  greatest 
alacrity  and  said,  '  By  this  favor  thou  hast  bound  me  to  thee,  and  hast  set 
up  the  banner  of  my  exaltation  on  the  pinnacle  of  the  highest  places. 
How  can  my  faithful  heart  discharge  its  gratitude  for  this  kindness  ?  and 
how  can  my  tongue,  though  lavish  in  praise,  express  its  thankfulness  for 
this  blessing?'  They  then  took  each  other's  hands  and  tied  the  knot  of 
brotherhood,  and  concluded  the  ties  of  companionship  and  agreement  as  is  the 
custom  of  such  covenants.  Damnah  then  said,  '  In  such  a  place  there  is  a 
hoard,  belonging  to  me  and  "Kalflah.  If  thou  wilt  take  the  trouble  to  bring 
it  here,  thy  labour  will  not  be  unrewarded.'  Euzbih,  by  the  direction  which 
Damnah  furnished,  brought  the  deposit.  Damnah  separated  his  own  share, 
and  gave  to  Euzbih  what  belonged  to  Kalflah,  and  besought  Edzbih  ever  to 
be  in  attendance  at  court,  and  to  leani  whatever  passed  with  reference  to 
him. 

HEKISTIOH. 

Duty  directs  a  promiae  be  fulfilled. 

The  next  day,  early  in  the  morning,  the  lioness  came  and  inquired  what 
had  passed  at  the  late  assembly.  The  Lion  repeated  the  particulars  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  manner  that  the  judges  had  reported  to  him.  The 
lioness,  having  learned  the  nature  of  the  report,  was  vexed,  and  said,  '  If  I 
speak  bluntly,  it  may  displease  the  king,  and  if  I  connive  at  this  I  shall  be 
acting  supinely  with  relation  to  my  duty  as  an  adviser  and  a  Mend.'  The 
lion  replied,  '  Eorbearance  and  too  great  tenderness  are  not  right  in  stating 
the  heads  of  salutary  counsel,  and  thy  words  are  certainly  clear  from  all 
mixture  of  doubt.  It  will  meet  with  speedy  approbation— offer  what  thou 
hast  to  say.'  The  lioness  said,  '  The  king  does  not  discriminate  between 
truth  and  falsehood,  and  discerns  not  his  own  advantage  from  what  would  be 


2  The  Dictionary  says  naarin  is  the  'name  of  a  flower,'  but  adds  no  more. 
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injurious  to  him ;  and  Damnah,  having  obtained  the  opportunity,  will  raise 
some  mischief,  such  that  the  clearest  intellects  will  fail  to  remedy  it  and  the 
sharpest  scymitars  prove  ineffectual  against  it."  The  Lion  responded,  *  Do, 
thou  not  go  away  to-day ;  the  affair  of  Damnah  may  perhaps  be  concluded.' 
The  high  command  was  then  issued  that  the  judges  should  assemble  again, 
and  should  re-open  the  case  of  Danmah  in  a  general  meeting.  In  accordance 
with  this  mandate,  high  and  low  came  together,  and  the  k4zf  s  deputy 
repeated  the  same  discourse  which  has  been  before  cited,  and  demanded 
evidence  with  respect  to  Damnah  from  those  present.  No  one  uttered  a 
word  regarding  him,  and  not  a  particle  of  information  was  adduced  with 
reference  to  him,  either  good  or  iU.  The  principal  judge  turned  to  Damnah 
and  said,  '  Though  the  audience  befriends  thee  by  its  silence,  yet  the  hearts 
of  all  are  unanimously  convinced  of  thy  treason,  and  inwardly  agree  as  to  thy 
death ;  such  being  the  case,  what  advantage  will  it  be  to  thee  to  live  among 
this  people  ?  it  would  be  more  suitable  to  thy  condition  and  be  better  for  the 
issue  of  thy  affairs,  that  thou  shouldest  confess  thy  crime,  and,  by  repentance 
and  contrition,  deliver  thyself  from  the  pumshmelits  of  a  friture  state ;  and  by 
dying  thou  wilt  secure  one  of  two  delights,  either  that  thou  wilt  emancipate 
others  or  thyself. 

8TAMZA. 

The  wise  declare,  in  death  some  pleasure  Hes, 

And  kindly  thus  the  explanation  g;iye : 
One  of  two  natures  must  be  his  who  dies. 

Or  bad,  whence  others  less  agreeably  live, 
Or  inoffensiye,  of  kind  sympathies. 

So  men  him  love,  and  in  their  bosoms  hive. 
If  good,  he  from  this  troublous  world  gets  free ! 
If  bad,  men  from  his  troubling  freed  will  be. 

O  Damnah !  if  thou  wilt  confess  thy  guilt,  thou  wilt  secure  two  excellent 
things,  the  remembrance  of  which  will  be  perpetuated  on  the  suifrtce  of  time. 
One  is,  the  acknowledgment  of  thy  crime  so  as  to  secure  salvation  in  the  world 
to  come,  and  the  choosing  the  realms  of  eternity  and  happiness  rather  than  the 
abode  of  fleeting  existence  and  affliction.  The  other  is,  that  the  renown  of 
thy  eloquence  and  oratory,  and  the  power  of  thy  rhetoric  and  speaking, 
in  these  fascinating  answers  that  thou  hast  given,  and  these  specious 
excuses  which  thou  hast  offered,  will  be  spread  by  the  tongues  of  high  and 
low,  and  thy  ability  and  boldness  are  known  to  all  thy  contemporaries,  and 
all  will  testify  to  thy  eminent  gifts  and  understanding.  Do  thou  take 
counsel  with  thy  sagacity,  and  be  wise  according  to  the  truth  of  this  saying, 
that '  death  with  honor  is  better  than  life  with  disgrace.' 

OOVPLET. 

Better  to  make  one's  exit  well  and  die, 
Than  live  dishonored  and  with  infamy.' 
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Danmah  replied,  '  The  kaz{  ought  not  to  pronounce  sentence  according  to 
his  own  suspicion  and  the  conjectures  of  others,  without  plain  proof  and  clear 
evidence,  nor  should  he  transgress  the  tenor  of  that  saying,  '  Verily  a  half- 
opinion  is  a  sin,*^  and  even  if  you  have  this  douht,  and  though  your 
minds  should  he  convinced  as  to  my  guilt,  I  know  my  own  affairs  hetter, 
and  to  hide  one's  own  certainty  hecause  of  another's  douht,  is  not  right  in 
judgment  nor  approved  hy  the  laws  of  religion.  And  notwithstanding  that 
you,  on  hare  suspicion  that  I  may  perhaps  have  exerted  myself  to  procure 
the  death  of  Shanzahah,  have  spoken  and  speak  all  this,  and  have  thus 
marred  my  credit,  yet  should  I  causelessly  aid  in  my  own  destruction,  and 
unjustly  accede  to  my  own  execution ;  on  what  explanation  of  the  matter 
should  I  he  excuseahle,  and  how  should  I  exonerate  myself  from  the  old 
monition, '  And  throw  not  yourselves  with  your  own  hands  into  perdition?^*  I  am 
fully  convinced,  too,  that  no  one  has  the  same  claims  on  me  that  I  have  on 
myself,  and  therefore  that  which  I  would  not  allow  with  respect  to  my 
inferior,  and  out  of  generous  spirit  not  permit  with  regard  to  him,  how  can  I 
consent  to  it  in  my  own  case  ?  * 

COUPLET. 

My  own  self  to  precipitate  I'm  free,  But  what  have  other  men  to  do  with  me  ? 

0  kaz{ !  cease  to  speak  thus ;  if  it  is  intended  for  advice,  hetter  is 
wanted ;  and  if  it  he  reproach,  it  is  hetter  that  a  kazf  should  not  utter  it,  for 
the  words  of  judges  are  orders,  and  it  is  requisite  for  them  to  avoid  mistake 
and  error,  and  jesting  and  light  talk ;  and  very  strange  is  it  that  thou  wast 
always  truthful  and  just,  and  yet,  owing  to  my  iU-fortune  and  calamity,  thou 
hast  in  this  matter  laid  caution  aside,  and  on  thy  own  suspicions  and  those 
of  interested  persons,  hast  afflicted  the  eye  of  truth  with  the  opthalmia  of 
neglect, 

STANZA. 

Each  heart,  a  glad  payilion,  is  pleniBhM  by  thee, 
To  my  expectant  heart,  then  canst  thou  a  torture  be  ? 
In  this  world's  vernal  season,  thou  bloomcst  like  a  rose. 
And  wilt  thou  to  me  nothing  but  thorn  on  thorn  oppose } 

The  judges  of  the  tribunal  of  wisdom,  hy  the  signet  of  whose  mandates  the 
bond  of  the  nurture  of  merit  is  sealed,  have  pronounced  the  following 
decision : — ^That  the  coin  of  my  testimony,  which  is  not  adorned  with  the 


>  This  Arabic  proverb  is  faultilj  given  in  both  editions.  The  printed  edition  has  dHmy 
'  a  sinner.'  The  hthographed  edition  has  wimunj  which  is  no  word  at  all.  The  proper 
reading  is  t«mi%  '  a  sin.' 

«  Kur'to,  Fl.  ii.  191 ;  Mar.  ii.  196;  Sale  p.  21,  L  17  •  « Contribute  out  of  your  substance 
towards  the  defence  of  the  religion  of  God,  and  throw  not  yourselves  with  your  own  hands 
into  perdition ;  and  do  good,  for  God  loveth  those  who  do  good.'  On  which  passage 
Sale  has  the  following  note ;  *  Be  not  accessory  to  your  own  destruction,  by  neglecting  your 
contribution  towards  the  wars  against  infidels,  and  tnereby  Buffering  them  to  gather  strength.' 

3  I  read  ddram  for  the  ddrad  of  the  printed  edition,  on  the  authority  of  the  lithographed 
edition  and  MSS. 


CHAPTBB    II.      SIORT    X.  241 

seal  of  certainty,  is  not  admitted  or  recognised  as  of  full  weight  in  the  mint 
of  acceptance,  and  whosoeyer  gives  evidence  in  a  matter  with  which  he  is  not 
acquainted,  will  meet  with  what  that  Ealconer  met  with.'  The  kazf  inquired, 
*  How  was  that  ? ' 

STOEY  X. 

Damnah  said,  '  They  have  related  that  there  was  a  lord  of  the  marches, 
renowned  for  his  eminent  qnalitieg,  and  famed  and  celebrated  for  his 
excellent  nature  and  admirable  gifts. 

COUPLET. 

His  maimers  please,  his  words  the  heart  delight, 
His  sense  unboimded  and  skill  infinite. 

And  this  lord  of  the  marches  had  a  wife,  who,  by  her  beauty,  was  a  calamity 
to  the  soul ;  and  by  her  grace,  a  source  of  mischief  to  the  world.  Her  Hp 
was  more  invigorating  than  the  waters  of  life,  and  her  mouth  more  sweet 
than  a  bundle^  of  sugar. 

YEBSB. 

Her  face  like  fire,  her  cheek  like  water,  hright, 
Than  sun  and  moon  more  dazzling  in  its  light : 
Her  brow  the  bow,  its  shaft  she  made  a  look, 
And  thus  a  hundred  hearts  she  captiye  took. 

She  combined  with  perfect  beauty  and  fascination,  the  grace  of  chastity  and 
continence,  and  she  adorned  her  mischief-exciting  cheek  with  the  mole  of 
devotion  and  abstinence. 

VEBBB. 

To  worldly  matters  she  had  closed  her  eye, 
Sate  curtained  by  the  veil  of  chastity ; 
£e'n  to  the  glass  her  form  would  not  display, 
And  from  her  shadow  shrank,  alarmed,  away. 

And  this  lord  of  the  marches  had  a  slave  from  Balkh,^  excessively  bold  and 
audacious,  who  forbade  not  the  pupil  of  his  eye  to  gaze  on  that  which  it  was 
unlawful  to  see,  nor  cleansed  the  desires  of  his  breast  from  the  dust  of 
debauchery  and  mischief.  Kow  this  slave  was  allotted  the  office  of  Ealconer 
in  the  service  of  the  lord-marcher,  and  was  appointed  to  capture  fowls. 
One  day  he  caught  sight  of  that  chaste  lady,  and  the  fowl  of  his  heart  was 
taken  captive  by  the  snare  of  her  love. 

COUPLET. 

The  falcon  of  thb  sorrowing  heart  amid  thy  snares  is  captiye  ta*en, 
Ah !  many  is  the  noble  bird  that  by  thy  glance's  dart  is  slain. 


'  Lit.,  '  OSS  load/ 

'  Balkhi  may  also  mean  *  proud,  arrogant.* 
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However  much  the  slave  who  had  lost  his  heart  shook  the  chain  of  union, 
she  was  not  drawn  into  a  meeting,  and,  in  spite  of  all  his  wishes,  she  hecame 
not  his  captiTe. 

OOUPLST. 

All  my  blandinhmentB  are  rain  with  my  fair  but  scornful  friend, 
Happy  they  whom  with  the  fair,  fortune's  favoring  smiles  attend. 

The  Ealconer  having  girt  the  waist  of  hope  in  the  desire  of  capturing  that 
peacock  of  the  garden  of  beauty,  let  fly^  the  hawk  of  contrivance  in  the  air  of 
the  desire  of  meeting,  but  however  much  he  did  so,  it  found  not  the  way  to 
the  wished-for  nest. 

OOVrLET. 

Oo!  for  some  other  bird  these  arts  apply. 
The  'Ank(i  has  its  lofty  nest  too  high. 

When  he  despaired  of  success,  as  is  the  wont  of  evil  men,  he  determined  to 
assail  her  reputation  and  employ  a  stratagem  to  secure  her  disgrace ;  he  then 
purchased  two  parrots  ^m  a  fowler,  and  taught  one  of  them  in  the 
language  of  Balth  to  say,  *  I  saw  the  porter  in  the  house  sleeping  with  my 
mistress : '  and  the  other  to  repeat,  *  I  for  my  part  say  nothing.'  In  the 
space  of  a  week,  they  had  learned  these  two  words.  One  day  the  lord  of 
the  marches  had  prepared  a  wine-party,  and  was  sitting  at  his  ease  on  the 
cushion  of  pleasure,  when  the  Falconer  entered,  and,  by  way  of  an  offering, 
presented  the  birds.  The  sweet-spoken  parrots  began  their  mellifluous 
discourse,  and,  in  accordance  with  their  custom,  repeated  tho  same  two 
sentences.  The  lord  of  the  marches  was  ignorant  of  the  language  of  Balkh. 
but  was  pleased  at  their  merry  prattle  and  the  similarity  of  their  words  [to 
those  of  men],  and  taking  a  liking  to  those  bewitching  sounds,  which  excited 
joy,  he  delivered  the  birds  to  his  wife,  in  order  that  she  should  attend  to 
them  and  exert  herself  to  cherish  them.  The  hapless  lady,  too,  was  ignorant 
of  the  language  the  birds  spoke.  She  took  care  of  them  and  caressed  her 
enemies  under  the  guise  of  friends. 

COUPLET. 

I  fed. my  lusts,  they  proved  my  overthrow, 
I  knew  not  I  was  cherishing  my  foe. 

In  short  the  lord  of  the  marches  became  so  accustomed  to  the  parrots  that 
he  would  never  sit  at  the  wine-feast  without  their  sweet  notes  and  their 
unrivaled  modulations ;  and  to  listen  to  their  exhilarating  trills  he  closed 
his  ears  to  the  touching  sounds  of  the  lute,  and  the  exciting  murmurs  of  the 
harp.  One  day  a  party  of  people  from  Bal^i,  came  as  guests  to  the  lord  of 
the  marches,  who  caused  the  parrots  to  be  brought  into  the  assembly  which 
he  prepared  for  his  visitors.  The  birds  began,  in  their  accustomed  manner, 
to  sing  the  same  two  sentences.    When  the  guests  heard  that,  they  looked  at 
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one  another,  and  at  last  holding  down  their  heads,  ashamed,  remained 
astonished  at  the  circumstance.  The  lord  of  the  marches  observed  that  the 
flame  of  his  companions'  mirth  was  quenched  and  that  the  pleasurable 
exeitement  of  his  guests  was  exchanged  for  amazement  and  reflection.  He 
asked  for  an  explanation  of  this  state  of  fbinga^  and  pressed  them  for  it 
beyond  measure,  and  however  much  his  guests  excused  themselves,  he  would 
not  admit  of  a  refusal.  One  of  them,  who  had  more  boldness  than  the  rest, 
said,  'Perhaps,  0  lord  of  the  marches!  thou  art  ignorant  of  what  these 
birds  say  ? '  He  replied,  '  I  do  not  understand  their  words,  but  I  feel  a 
gratification  and  pleasure  in  my  heart  at  their  delightfol  tones.  Do  ye 
acquaint  me  with  the  meaning  of  what  they  say. 

COUPLET. 

The  night  of  Sulaim&n  ne'er  met  my  cyes,^ 
That  I  should  understand  birds'  colloquies.' 

They  then  told  the  lord  of  the  marches  the  meaning  of  the  words  of  the 
parrots,  and  made  him  understand  the  purport  of  their  discourse.  Hereupon 
he  desisted  from  drinking,  and  said,  'My  friends!  excuse  me.  I  was 
ignorant  of  this  matter,  and  now  that  I  have  learned  the  true  state  of  the 
case,  no  other  excuse  is  needed.  In  our  city  it  is  not  the  custom  to  entertain 
in  a  house  where  there  is  a  profligate  and  unchaste  wife.'  In  the  midst  of 
this  colloquy,  the  slave  who  acted  as  Falconer,  cried  out,  '  I  have  seen  it 
repeatedly,  and  I  bear  witness  to  it.'  The  lord-marcher  started  up,  and 
gave  orders  to  put  his  wife  to  death.  The  lady  sent  a  person  to  him  with 
this  message,  '  0  fortunate  lord ! 

OOITPLBr. 

Wilt  thou  we  live,  or  takest  thou  life  away, 
Thy  will  is  law — a  law  that  all  obey. 

Nevertheless  reflect  in  this  affair,  and  act  not  precipitately. 

HEMISTICH. 

Haste  not  to  slay  me,  for  I  am  in  thy  power. 

The  wise  think  deliberation  requisite  in  aU  affairs,  especially  in  shedding 
blood,  since  if  it  be  necessary  to  take  life,  the  opportunity  of  doing  so  is  left ; 
and  if — ^which  God  forbid ! — they  should,  through  precipitation,  put  an 
innocent  person  to  death,  and  it  should  afterwards  be  known  that  he  did  not 
deserve  to  be  slain,  the  remedy  would  be  beyond  the  circle  of  possibility,  and 
the  punishment  thereof  would  hang  to  all  eternity  on  the  neck  of  the  guilty 
party. 


^  I  am  ignorant  of  the  allusion  here.     Sulaim&n  understood  the  language  of  birds,  but  I 
do  not  know  what  night  is  here  referred  to. 


k2 
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CXJUPLBT. 

Give  not  too  hastily  thine  anger  Tent,  Lest  in  the  end  it  cause  thee  to  repent.* 

The  lord  of  the  marches  commanded  that  they  should  bring  the  lady  to 
the  party  and  place  her  behind  a  curtain,  and  he  told  her  the  state  of  the 
case,  and  said,  '  Parrots  are  not  of  the  same  nature  as  men,  that  what  they 
say  should  be  tainted  with  interested  motives.  They  speak  what  they  have 
seen,  and  the  Falconer  too  adds  his  testimony  to  corroborate  their  charge,  and 
this  is  not  a  matter  that  any  eloquence  can  render  excusable. 

HEMISTICH. 

There  is  no  ahaolution  for  this  sin.' 
The  lady  replied,  *  It  is  a  religious  duty  to  take  the  proper  steps  in  my 
case,  and  whenever  the  circumstances  of  it  are  rightly  known,  if  I  be  worthy 
of  death,  thou  mayest  in  one  instant  set  thy  mind  at  rest  on  that  head.'  The 
lord  of  the  marches  answered,  '  How  can  this  affair  be  investigated  ? '  His 
wife  replied,  '  Inquire  of  the  men  of  Balkh  whether  the  birds  know  aught 
else  in  the  language  of  Balkh;  ^ve  these  two  sentences.  And  when 
it  is  discovered  that,  except  these  two  phrases,  they  utter  nothing,  it  will 
occur  to  thee  that  that  base  and  shameless  person,  whose  wish  I  did  not 
grant,  and  whose  vain  desii^  and  profligate  intentions  did  not  terminate  in 
success,  has  taught  them  these  two  speeches.  But  if  they  can  speak  anything 
else  in  that  language,  it  becomes  lawM  for  thee  to  shed  my  blood,  and  life  is 
to  me  a  thing  prohibited.'  The  lord  of  the  marches  proceeded  with  due 
circimispection,  and  for  three  days  the  guests  examined  into  the  matter. 
They  heard  nothing,  however,  from  the  tongue  of  the  parrots  except  those 
two  sentences,  and  as  soon  as  the  innocence  of  the  lady  waa  established,  her 
husband  abandoned  his  intention  of  putting  her  to  death,  and  commanded 
them  to  bring  in  the  Falconer.  He  entered  with  the  utmost  eagerness, 
saying  to  himself  that  he  should,  perhaps,  obtain  promotion.  The  lady 
asked  him,  *  0  cruel  and  treacherous  man !  didst  thou  behold  me  do  anything 
in  violation  of  God's  law.'  He  replied,  *Yes;  I  saw  thee.'  The  instant 
that  he  pronounced  these  words,  a  hawk,  which  he  had  in  his  hands,  attacked 
his  face  and  struck  its  beak  into  his  eye,  and  tore  it  out.  The  lady 
exclaimed,  *  Verily,  the  punishment  of  the  eye  which  pretends  to  have  seen 
what  it  has  not  seen,  is  no  other  than  this,  '  And  the  retaliation  of  evil  ought 
to  he  an  evil propwtionate  thereto,''^ 


^  Kur'fiji,  Fl.  ilii.  38,  Mar.  xlii.  39 ;  Sale,  p.  360, 1.  27  :  '  Whatever  things  are  given  you- 
they  are  the  provision  of  this  present  liife ;  hut  the  reward  which  is  with  G<kI  is  better  ana 
more  dnrahle  for  those  who  believe,  and  put  their  trust  in  their  Lord ;  and  who  avoid 
heinous  and  filthy  crimes ;  and,  when  they  are  angry,  forgive ;  and  who  hearken  unto  their 
Lord,  and  are  constant  at  prayer ;  and  whose  affairs  are  directed  hy  consultation  among 
themselves,  and  who  give  alms  out  of  what  we  have  hestowed  on  them ;  and  who,  when  an 
injury  is  done  them,  avenge  themselves :  (and  the  retaliation  of  an  evil  ought  to  he  an  evil  pro- 
portionate thereto :)  hut  he  who  forgiveth  and  is  reconciled  unto  his  enemy,  shall  receive 
bis  reward  from  God ;  for  he  loveth  not  the  unjust  doerH.' 
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COUPLET. 

To  pluck  the  eye  malignant  out  were  best, 
For  all  must  him  who  pries  for  ill  detest.* 

And  I  have  introduced  this  story  to  the  end  that  ye  may  know  that  to  be 
bold  in  calumniating,  and  to  bear  witness  to  what  has  not  been  seen,  is  the 
cause  of  shame  in  this  world  and  of  disgrace  in  the  next.' 

When  Damnah's  speech  was  finished,  they  wrote  it  all  down  on  the  spot,  and 
transmitted  it  to  the  Lion,  and  he  showed  what  had  passed  to  his  mother.  The 
lioness,  having  informed  herself  of  it  said, '  0  king !  all  my  efforts  in  this  matter 
have  been  no  ftirther  beneficial  than  to  cast  suspicion  on  this  execrable 
wretch,  and  hereafter  his  deceitful  artifices  will  be  occupied  with  compassing  ^ 
the  king's  destruction,  and  he  will  throw  the  affairs  of  both  king  and  people 
into  confusion,  and  he  will  accomplish  more  with  respect  to  all  the  Pillars  of 
the  state  than  he  ventured  on  with  regard  to  Shanzabah,  who  was  a  sincere, 
attached,  and  loyal  minister ;  for  from  a  bad  heart  will  spring  nothing  but 
bad  actions,  and  from  an  infirm  nature  arises  nought  but  mischief  and 
audacity. 

BTAlfZA. 

Hope  not  the  Hum&'s  blessings  from  the  owl 
ni-starred;  nor  that  the  sparrow  hawk-like  deeds 

WiLL  do.    Soon  as  the  feet  of  miscreant  foul 
Are  raised  on  high,  is*t  strange  if  he  proceeds 
To  scatter  all  around  him  mischiefs  seeds.* 

This  speech  made  a  great  impression'  on  the  heart  of  the  lion,  and  he  was 
oppressed  with  long  and  anxious  reflections.  At-  last  he  said,  '  0  mother ! 
teU  me  from  whom  thou  hast  heard  the  tale  of  Damnah,  that  I  may  have  a 
pretext  for  killing  him  ? '  She  replied,  '0  king  !  to  divulge  the  secret  of  one 
who  has  placed  confidence  in  me,  is  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  honor,  and  a 
secret  which  they  have  committed  to  me  as  a  deposit,  I  am  necessitated  by 
high  feeling  to  preserve.  I  can  go  so  far,  I  will  ask  that  person's  permission, 
and  if  he  concede  it,  I  will  then  teU  it  plainly.'  To  this  the  Lion  assented^ 
and  the  lioness  coming  out  from  his  presence,  honored  her  own  court  by 
proceeding  thither,  and  sending  for  the  leopard,  gratified  him  by  a  variety  of 
honorable  attentions,  and  said, 

COUPLBT. 

0  thou  whose  wrath  destructiTe  is  as  time ; 

Whose  fiEune  like  sun-light  spreads  through  every  clime! 

thou  knowest  the  honors  which  the  king  of  beasts  vouchsafes  to  thee,  and 
the  marks  of  the  royal  favor  and  support  towards  thee  are  written  in  the 


^  Maksiur  thudan  is  here  idiomatically  used  in  the  sense  of '  being  restricted  solely  to  one 
purpose.'    I  have  translated  it  somewhat  freely. 

'  Lit.,  *  if  he  extend  on  every  side  the  hand  of  mischief.' 
'  The  phrase  is  somewhat  unusuf>i  .«,..m  • »     • 
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Yolume  of  manifestation,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  incumbent  on  thee  to  shew 
ihy  gratitude,  in  order  that,  according  to  the  promise,  ^  If  ye  he  thankful^  I 
will  surely  xncreaee  my  fa/ooure  towards  you,*^ — ^the  "bounty  of  Ihe  king  may  be 
duly  enlarged.*  The  leopard  replied,  *  0  queen !  the  imperial  favour  and 
kingly  bounty  which  the  ruler  of  this  age  has  lavished  and  still  lavishes  on 
his  humble  servant  cannot  be  sufficiently  acknowledged  by  me,  whatever  I 
might  call  in  to  aid  me  in  the  task ;  nor  have  I  the  power  to  evince  my  thanks 
for  a  thousandth  part  of  his  kindness,  nor  for  a  particle  of  their  amplitude. 

COUPLET. 

Grant  that  the  lily's  tongues  all  met  in  me,       Ne'er  from  the  praises  due  should  I  get  free. 

And  I  have  oft  traversed  the  plain  of  loyalty  with  the  step  of  praise,  and 
now  too,  in  whatever  the  empress  of  the  time  may  be  pleased  to  indicate, 
she  will  observe  nought  but  submission  and  devotion.'    The  lioness  said, 

COUPLET. 

'Thy  work  is  founded  with  a  manly  soul, 

Be  generous  now  and  thus  complete  the  whole. 

HEMUTXCH. 

A  favor  is  no  favor  till  complete. 

The  lion  at  the  first  communicated  to  thee  the  state  of  his  thoughts,  and 
thou  didst  undertake  the  duty  of  endeavoring,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  thy 
power,  to  exact  from  his  perfidious  foe  vengeance  for  Shanzabah. 

HEMISTICH. 

To-day  thou  must  this  covenant  fulfil. 

The  advisable  course  is  that  thou  shouldest  proceed  to  the  Lion,  and  truth- 
foUy  recount  what  thou  hast  seen  and  heard;  otherwise  the  artifices  of 
Damnah  have-  reached  that  height  that  the  Lion  will  forego  the  intention  of 
putting  him  to  death,  and  in  that  case  no  one  will  be  safe  frrom  his  malice  at 
the  Lion's  court,  and  in  a  short  space  he  will,  by  his  wily  machinations 
bring  destruction  on  the  nobles  and  officers,  and  will  contrive,  by  his 
calumnies  and  misrepresentations,  the  ruin  of  everyone  concerned  in  his 
case  and  who  strove  to  secure  his  death.'  The  leopard  replied,  '  0  queen ! 
I  take  upon  me  the  carrying  through  of  this  matter.'  And  I  hitherto  kept 
back  my  evidence  and  withheld  this  true  testimony,  in  order  that  the  king 
might  get  a  specimen  of  Damnah's  nature,  and  become  acquainted  with  his 


1  Kur'&n,  Fl.  xiv.,  7 ;  Mar.  li?.,  8  ;  Sale,  p.  190, 1. 11 :  *  And  when  your  Lord  declared, 
by  the  mouth  of  Moses,  saying,  If  ye  be  thankful,  I  will  surely  increase  my  favours  towards 
you ;  but  if  ye  be  ungrateful,  verily  my  punishment  shall  be  severe.' 

»  The  text  appears  to  me  corrupt  here,  in  both  the  printed  and  lith.  editions.  One  MS. 
inserts  va  after  Savadj  and  I  transkte  accordingly,  though  I  would  rather  suppress  the  kih 
after  ghdyat,  did  the  M8S.  allow  it,  or  make  the  first  sentence  end  at  td  ghdyat^  and  sub- 
stitute va  for  ^-1  A,  which  would  be  better  still. 
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subtle  artifices  and  fraud,  and  had  I,  previous  to  this,  plunged  into  the 
matter  and  meddled  in  the  management  of  it,  (as  the  king  was  unacquainted 
with  the  tricks  of  Damnah  and  the  baseness  of  his  nature,  and  the  wicked- 
ness of  his  disposition,)  it  is  probable  that  he  would  have  imputed  my  words 
to  selfish  motives,  and  entertained  evil  suspicions  of  me.  But  now  that  the 
affiEiir  has  reached  this  point,  I  will  not  neglect  the  public  weal,  and  if  I  had 
a  thousand  lives,  and  could  devote  them  to  secure  the  king  a  moment's  ease 
of  mind,  I  should  stUl  be  unable  to  discharge  one  of  all  the  duties  of 
thank^ilness,  which  I  owe  him  for  his  favours,  and  should  still  regard  myself 
as  fiklling  short  of  what  loyalty  imposes  on  me. 

COUPLET. 

Both  worlds  for  his  one  hair  I'd  give,  but  yet, 
Must  in  both  worlds  still  blushing  own  my  debt.' 

The  lioness  then  went  to  the  Lion,:  and  recounted  what  had  passed 
between  Kalflah  and  Damnah,  as  she  had  heard  it,  and  delivered  this 
testimony  in  the  assembly  of  the  beasts.  These  tidings  being  bruited  abroad, 
the  thief  also,^  who  had  overheard  their  coUoquy,  sent  some  one  to  say  that 
he,  too,  had  evidence  to  give.  The  Lion  issued  his  orders  that  he  should 
attend ;  and  he  duly  bore  witness  to  what  had  passed  between  them  in  the 
prison.  They  asked  him  why  he  had  not  made  a  representation  of  it  on  the 
first  day.  He  replied,  *  No  sentence  is  pronounced  on  the  evidence  of  only 
one  person,  and  I  thought  it  not  right  to  bring  punishment,  uselessly,  on  an 
animal.'  ^  The  Lion  approved  of  what  he  said ;  and  on  the  evidence  of  these 
two,  it  became  incumbent  to  sentence  Damnah  to  be  punished,  and  the 
signatures  of  the  judges  having  been  affixed,  all  the  beasts  agreed  in 
pronouncing  for  his  execution  in  retaliation  for  that  of  the  Ox. 

OOVPLBT. 

Each  fool  who  sows  the  seed  of  others'  pain, 
WiU,  for  his  harrest,  punishment  obtain. 

The  Lion  commanded  that  they  should  find  and  keep  him  carefully  in  ward, 
and  that  they  should  withhold  his  food  and  torture  him  with  various 
severities  and  threats,  so  that  he  at  last  expired  of  hunger  and  thirst  in  the 
prison,  and  the  retributive  disgrace  of  his  fraud  and  perfidy  reaching  him, 
he  passed  from  the  hell  of  imprisonment  to  the  incarceration  of  hell  [according 
to  the  saying]  '  And  the  utmost  part  of  the  people,  which  had  acted  wickedly , 


>  See  p.  196,  1.  2,  of  the  printed  edition  of  the  Persian  text,  whence  it  is  evident  that 
the  reading  of  the  editions  here  and  of  some  MSS.  is  a  gross  mistake,  and  that  for  du  digar 
we  should  read  duzd  digar^  as  the  best  MSS.  have  it,  or,  were  the  word  admissible,  dutdigar, 
'  thief^'  which  would  seem  justified  by  karigar  and  similar  forms. 

2  The  sense  seems  obscure  here.  If  no  sentence  would  be  pronounced,  how  could  the 
punishment  be  iiflicted  ? 
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iffoi  cut  off;  praise  he  unto  God,  the  Lord  of  aU  creatures,^  in  order  that  it 
might  be  known  that  SEach  is  the  end  of  deceiverB  and  the  termination 
of  traitors. 

DISTICHS. 

Whoever  places  in  man's  path  a  snare, 
Himself  will,  in  the  sequel,  stumble  there. 
Joy's  fruit  upon  the  branch  of  kindness  grows : 
Who  sows  the  bramble  will  not  pluck  the  rose. 
Since  loss  or  gain  are  to  our  acts  assigned, 
Bo  good,  for  'tis  far  better  good  to  find. 


1  Kur'&n,  Fl.  yi.  45 ;  Mar.  vi.,  44  ;  Sale,  p.  95, 1.  25  :  *  And  when  they  had  foi^gotten 
that  concerning  which  they  had  been  admonished,  we  opened  unto  them  the  gates  of  all 
thines ;  until  while  they  were  rejoicing  for  that  which  had  been  given  them,  we  suddenly 
laid  hold  on  them  ;  and  behold,  tney  were  seized  with  despair ;  and  the  utmost  part  of  the 
people,  which  had  acted  wickedly,  was  cut  off,  praise  be  unto  God,  the  Lord  of  all  creatures !' 
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CHAFTER  III. 

* 

ON  THE  AGREEMENT  OF  FRIENDS  AND  THE  ADVANTAGES  OF  THEIR 

MUTUALLY  AIDING  ONE  ANOTHER. 

IiniBODTJCnON. 

The  King  said  to  the  Biihrnan,  'I  have  heard  the  story  of  friends 
whose  relations,  owing  to  the  endeavors  of  mischievous  calumniators, 
terminated  in  enmity,  and  thus  the  innocent  party  was  put  to  death,  and 
how  God  Most  High  brought  on  that  perfidious  disturber  the  retribution 
due.  Now,  if  the  time  calls  for  it,  be  pleased  to  explain  the  state  of  Mends, 
one  in  heart  and  of  one  accord,  and  the  way  in  which  they  enjoy  fruit 
from  the  plant  of  friendship  and  amity,  and  their  placing  back  to  back  and 
standing  fetce  to  face  in  repulsing  their  foes,  and  their  giving  each  other's 
inclination  precedence  over  their  own.*    The  Brahman  replied, 

STANZA. 

0  Khusrau  of  the  age !  whose  throne  is  set 

By  justice  on  the  azure  arched  sky, 
Heaven's  piebald  courser  *  does,  for  thee,  forget 

His  rage :  since,  tokens  of  thy  victory, 

Scars  on  the  sun  and  moon  inflicted  lie. 

Know  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  perfectly  wise  and  of  people  of  merit  and 
approved  qualities,  there  is  no  coin  more  valuable  than  the  existence  of 
sincere  friends,  and  no  rank  more  lofty  than  the  attainment  of  attached 
companions. 

COUPLBT. 

For  young  and  old,  fiur  as  earth's  climes  extend, 
Must  in  some  exigence  require  a  friend. 

And  assuredly  those  persons,  the  coin  of  whose  friendship  has  been  adorned 
with  the  stamp  of  sincerity  in  the  mint  of  attachment ;  and  the  shrub  of 
whose  amity  has  been  watered  in  the  garden  of  speciality  by  th^  drops  of 
unanimity  and  obligingness,  are  a  delight  to  the  soul  and  the  means  of 
abundance  and  success;  and  the  advantage  of  friends  is  great,  and  their 
benefits  incalculable.  And  in  the  number  of  them  is  to  be  included,  that  in 
proeperouB  times  they  increase  the  amount  of  pleasure  and  happy  converse, 
and  in  disasters  they  tread  the  path  of  assistance  and  are  accompanied  by 
companionship  and  support. 


1  Bdd  signifies  both  *  the  wind,'  and  '  a  steed,'  hence  the  equiyoque  in  the  original,  which 
I  have  been  unable  to  preserrc. 
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BTAMZA. 

Get  thee  a  Mend — he  truly  stands  alone^ 
Who  in  this  worldly  pageant  friend  has  none : 
.  Of  goods  that  on  man  in  this  life  attend, 
Not  one  can  equal  an  enduring  friend. 

And  among  the  number  of  the  stories  which  they  have  written  on  the  pages  of 
narration  concerning  attached  companions  and  united  Mends,  the  story  of  the 
Grow  and  the  Mouse,  and  the  Pigeon,  and  the  Tortoise,  and  the  Stag,  is  a 
lucid  narrative  and  sweet  tale.'     The  King  inquired,  '  How  was  that  ?  * 

STORY  I. 

The  Erahman  said,  '  They  have  related  that  in  the  country  of  Kashmir 
there  was  a  delightful  spot  and  an  incomparable  mead,  the  surface  of  whose 
ground — ^£rom  the  profusion  of  its  flowers — ^wos  adorned  like  the  expanse  of 
heaven,  and  by  the  reflection  of  its  perfume-shedding  plants,  the  wings  of  a 
crow  showed  like  a  peacock's  tail. 

VBBSB. 

Founts  like  life's  waters  there  on  all  sides  spring. 

The  tulip  kindles,  too,  its  lamp  of  light ; 
Upstarts  the  violet  with  enameling 

Of  grass ;  and  mom's  young  breath  reyeals  to  sight 
The  rose's  bosom ;  and  there  wind-flowers  shine 
Like  emerald  branches  holding  cups  of  wine.^ 

And  inasmuch  as  there  was  much  game  in  that  green  plain,  huntsmen  visited 
it  the  more  frequently  and  everywhere  set  their  snares  for  the  capture  of 
animals  and  the  imprisonment  of  birds ;  and  in  the  vicinity  of  that  plain,  a 
Grow  hod  made  its  nest  on  a  large  tree,  and  read  from  the  pages  of  its 
leaves  the  maxim,  ^Love  of  country  is  apart  of  religion,^  One  day,  seated 
on  the  top  of  the  tree,  it  was  looking  down  and  up  and  to  the  right  and  left, 
when,  on  a  sudden,  it  beheld  a  fowler,  who,  with  a  net  on  Ms  neck,  a  pouch 
at  his  back,  and  a  stick  in  his  hand,  was  coming  towards  the  tree.  The  Crow 
was  alarmed,  and  said  to  itself, 

BTAVZA. 

0  God !  what  can  the  occurrence  be, 

Him  hither  in  such  haste  to  lead? 
Nought  know  I  of  the  cause  why  he 

Comes  this  way,  hurrying  with  such  speed. 

And  it  is  probable  that  he  may  have  girded  himself  to  attack  me  and  have 
placed  the  arrow  of  deliberation  in  the  bow  of  stratagem  to  make  me  his 
prey ;  hence  caution  requires  that  I  keep  my  place  and  watch, 


*  The  original  has  ^  standing  on  one  leg '  as  an  epithet  of  the  uucmone  or  wind-flower  in 
this  Tcrsc,  but  as  the  idea  is  simply  ludicrous  to  our  taste,  I  have  omitted  it. 
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HBMIBTICH. 

Till  from  the  curtain  what  prooeeda  I  see. 

The  Crow,  hidden  by  the  leaves  of  the  tree,  employed  the  eye  of 
expectancy ;  and  the  fowler  coming  to  the  foot  of  the  tree  spread  his  net 
and  having  scattered  some  grain  over  it,  seated  himself  in  ambush.  After 
some  time  had  elapsed,  a  flock  of  pigeons  arrived,  whose  chief  was  called 
Eing-dove,  of  clear  intellect  and  the  utmost  sagacity,  and  perfect  in- 
telligence and  strong  judgment;  and  these  pigeons  agreed  in  submitting 
to  him,  and  gloried  in  obeying  and  ministering  to  him,  and  spent  not  their 
time  save  in  his  service,  which  was  to  them  the  service  of  safety  and  the 
adornment  of  their  successful  and  happy  state.  As  soon  as  the  eyes  of  the 
pigeons  fell  upon  the  grain,  the  Arc  of  hunger  began  to  blaze  and  the  reins 
of  choice  dropped  from  the  hands  of  power.  King-dove,  according  to  the 
tenderness  which  is  due  from  superiors  to  inferiors,  endeavoured  to  induce 
them  to  reflect  and  pause,  saying, 

COUPLBT. 

Not  to  the  grain,  through  greed,  impetuous  fly. 
Beware!  for  snares  beneath  each  seed  may  lie.' 

They  replied,  *  Prince !  matters  with  us  have  reached  the  pitch  of  urgency, 
and  our  affairs  have  issued  in  extreme  distress.  When  our  crops  are  empty 
of  grain,  and  our  hearts  are  full  of  anxiety,  we  have  not  the  power  to  listen 
to  advice,  nor  time  to  watch  the  consequences ;  and  the  wise  have  said, 

COUPLET. 

Hunger  meets  peril  hardily,  The  sate  of  life  dread  not  to  die.' 

Eing-dove  perceived  that  he  could  not  restrain  with  the  noose  of  counsel 
those  greedy  grain-seekers,  nor  draw  them  out  with  the  rope  of  reproach 
from  the  pit  of  incaution  and  ignorance. 

COUPLBT. 

He  who  becomes  enslayed  by  g^eed,  Can  hardly  from  those  bonds  be  freed. 

He  wished  to  withdraw  from  them  and  to  escape  on  one  side,  but  the  power  ^ 
of  the  divine  decree  bound  his  neck  with  the  chain  of  fette,  and  dragged  him 
towards  the  snare. 

KHBOBTIOH. 

I  blindly  follow,  as  he  draws  the  hook. 

In  short  the  whole  flock  of  pigeons,  at  once  laying  aside  caution,  alighted. 
The  instant  that  they  began  to  pick  up  the  grain  they  were  caught  in  the 
fowler's  net.  Bing-dove  exclaimed,  '  Did  I  not  tell  you  that  the  consequences 
of  precipitation  are  not  commendable,  and  that  to  enter  upon  affairs  without 
reflection,  Is  not  to  be  approved  ? 


1  In  the  original  kditij  *  leader.' 
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OpUPLBT. 

The  path  of  love  u  full,  my  heart !  of  terror  and  diamay ; 
He  stumbles  who,  too  hastily,  would  hurry  on  this  way. 

The  pigeons  were  quite  overcome  with  shame  and  alarm,  and  the  fowler, 
issuing  from  his  place  of  concealment,  was  running  with  the  utmost  delight 
towards  them,  in  order  that,  having  seized  and  secured  them,  he  might  return 
home.  As  soon  as  the  pigeons  heheld  the  fowler  they  were  distracted  with 
fear,  and  each  flapped  its  wings  and  struggled  to  free  itself.  Bing-dove 
exclaimed,  '0  comrades!  you  are  exerting  yourselves  each  for  his  own 
release,  while  you  are  all  careless  of  your  companions*  safety, 

KSMIBTICH. 

And  acts  like  these  ill  suit  fraternity. 

Among  friends,  it  has  been  declared  that  they  ought  to  think  of  their  com- 
panions' safety  before  their  own,  as  once  on  a  time  two  comrades  were  sitting 
in  a  vessel,  when,  suddenly,  near  the  shore,  the  vessel  foundered,  and  both 
fell  into  the  water.  A  boatman  on  the  shore  plunged  into  the  water,  and 
tried  to  save  one  of  them,  but  whichever  he  wanted  to  rescue,  called  out, 

COUPLET. 

In  this  dread  troublous  vortex,  0  my  friend! 
Leave  me,  and  first  to  him  thy  arm  extend.' 

And  if  you  have  not  sufficient  firmness  to  prefer  your  comrade's  life  to  your 
own,  and  to  esteem  his  safety  more  precious  than  yours,  at  least,  let  all  of 
you,  with  mutual  consent  and  co-operation,  put  out  your  strength,  so  that, 
perhaps,  by  the  fortunate  influence  of  this  unanimity  and  agreement,  the  net 
may  be  raised  from  its  place  and  we  may  all  obtain  deliverance.'  The 
pigeons  did  as  they  were  directed  and  all  made  a  common  eflbrt,  and  by  this 
manoeuvre,  tore  up  the  net  and  made  off.  The  fowler,  notwithstanding  this 
circumstance,  followed  on  their  traces,  and  hoping  that  they  would  at  last 
get  weary  and  fisdl,  went  on  with  his  eyes  flxed  in  the  air.  The  crow 
thought  to  himself.  '  It  will  take  a  vast  interval  of  time  before  a  similar 
strange  occurrence  comes  from  the  womb  of  nonentity  into  the  expanse  of 
existence,  and  I,  myself,  am  not  safe  from  an  accident  of  this  nature.  It 
will  be  better  to  follow  them  with  speed  that  I  may  learn  how  their  affair 
terminates,  and  storing  up  that  experience  for  my  future  life,  make  use  of  it 
in  the  time  of  need. 

COUPLBT. 

Share  of  experience  do  not  then  refuse,  That  thou  in  time  of  trouble  may  it  use. 

The  Grow  flew  after  them,  and  Ring-dove  with  his  flock  flew  on,  bearing 
the  net,  and  the  greedy  and  audacious  fowler,  fixing  his  eyes  upon  them 
traveled  onward.  When  Bing-dove  observed  that  the  fowler  still  followed  them 
and  that  his  appetite  being  stimulated  urged  him  not  to  rest  until  he  had 
laid  hands  upon  them,  he  turned  to  his  companions  and  said,  *  This  hostile 
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person  has  prepared  with  the  utmost  diligence  to  pursue  us  and  is  bent  upon 
killing  us,  and  until  we  disappear  from  his  sight  he  will  not  give  us  up. 
Our  best  course  is  to  make  for  inhabited  places  and  to  fly  towards  orchards 
and  trees,  that  his  view  of  us  may  be  intercepted  and  that  he  may  turn  back 
in  despair  and  ashamed.'  The  pigeons,  in  accordance  with  his  direction, 
sped  on  and  hastened  from  the  wild  waste  and  desert  towards  buildings. 
When  the  fowler  lost  sight  of  them,  he  turned  back  with  extreme  r^;ret,  and 
the  Crow  flew  on  as  before,  in  order  to  learn  the  circumstances  of  the  pigeons* 
release,  and  treasure  them  up  as  a  means  of  averting  a  siinilar  danger, 
and  as  a  remedy  for  an  occurrence  of  the  same  nature,  in  accordance  with 
the  maxim,  *  Sappy  is  he  who  is  taught  hy  the  lesson  of  others,* 

STANZA. 

The  wise  is  be  who,  testing  loss  and  gain, 

Attentiye  shares  the  lessons  of  his  friend, 
Takes  that  from  which  his  comrades  good  obtain, 

Shnns  what  to  them  proves  hurtful  in  the  end. 

The  pigeons,  freed  from  the  terror  of  the  fowler,  referred  to  Bing-dove  as 
to  the  means  of  liberating  themselves  from  the  net,  and  that  wise  and 
prudent  bird,  after  long  reflection  and  consideration,  replied,  'I  am 
constrained  to  think  that  there  is  no  escape  from  this  perilous  position 
without  the  help  of  a  faithfrd  friend  : 

HEMISTICH. 

None  unattended  can  this  road  conclude. 

In  this  neighbourhood  there  is  a  mouse,  Zfrak  by  name,  distinguished  among 
my  friends  by  his  superior  faithfrdness,  and  pre-eminent  among  all  my 
comrades  and  those  who  have  a  regard  for  me  in  the  code  of  friendship. 

COUPLET. 

A  true  companion  and  a  friend  sincere, 
LoTC  in  his  acts  and  faith  alone  appear. 

It  is  probable  that  by  his  aid  some  means  of  escape  from  these  fetters  will  be 
found  and  a  plan  ofler  itself  for  our  release.'  They  then  alighted  at  a  ruin 
where  the  mouse  dwelt,  and,  approaching  his  hole,  rapped  with  the  knocker 
of  the  door  of  eagerness.  When  the  voice  of  Ring-dove  reached  the  ear  of 
Zfrak,  he  came  out,  and  when  he  beheld  his  friend  bound  in  the  fetters  of 
calamity,  he  caused  tears  of  blood  from  the  fountain  of  his  eyes  to  flood  the 
expanse  of  his  cheek,  and  raised  to  heaven  sighs  of  grief  from  his  consuming 
heart,  and  said, 

YEBSB. 

'What  state  is  this  I  see,  what  state  is  it? 

In  such  a  state  I  cannot  patient  be: 
How  can  I,  comrades,  here  inactive  sit, 

When  a  dear  friend  imprisoned  thus  I  see? 
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0  beloved  friend !  and  0  companion  suited  to  my  mind !  by  what  stratagem 
didst  thou  fall  into  this  net,  and  from  what  cause  wast  thou  overtaken  in  this 
distress  ? '  Eing-dove  replied,  '  A  variety  of  good  and  ill,  and  divers  gains 
and  losses,  have  been  bound  up  with  the  decrees  of  fate.  Whatever  the 
writer  of  the  supreme  will  inscribes  with  the  pen  of  predestination  iiL  the 
tribunal  of  eternity  on  the  pages  of  the  affiEora  of  ereated  things  will 
assuredly  come  forward  into  the  field  of  existence,  and  to  endeavdur  to  avoid 
or  shun  it  is  altogether  unsndliiig. 

Bitter  and  sweet  the  pen  has  traced,  my  son! 
What  does  fate  reck,  thongh  thou  look  somrly  on  ? 

And  the  divine  will  and  Gbd's  decree  have  plunged  me  into  this  vortex  of 

destruction,  and  diq>layed  to  me  and  my  companions  the  grain,  and  although 

1  dissuaded  them  from  acting  with  levity  and  precipitation,  and  rebuked 
them  for  their  haste  and  neglect  of  caution,  the  hand  of  destiny  drew  down 
before  the  eye  of  my  vision  also  the  curtain  of  carelessness;  and  clear- 
sighted reason,  and  far-seeing  prudence  kept  me  behind  the  dark  screen  of 
ignorance  and  folly,  and  thus  the  whole  of  us  were  all  at  once  overtaken 
with  the  hand  of  trouble  and  the  claw  of  calamity.'  The  Mouse  replied^ 
'  Oh  strange !  that  one  like  thee,  with  all  this  shrewdness  and  sagacity,  could 
not  resist  the  disastrous  influence  of  fate,  nor  avert  with  the  shield  of 
stratagem  and  counsel  the  shaft  of  destiny.'  Eing-dove  answered,  '  O  Zirak ! 
cease  these  words,  for  those  who,  in  strength  and  power,  and  reason  and 
foresight,  are  superior  to  me ;  and  in  dignity  and  wealth,  and  excellence  and 
perfection  are  before  me ;  cannot  contend  with  the  eternal  decrees  nor  withdraw 
their  heads  frt)m  the  mandate  of  Him  who  has  no  decline,  '  There  f>  none  who 
eon  avert  Em  decree,  and  there  is  none  to  reverse  his  Judgment,*  ^  When  the 
ruler  whose  commands  all  obey,  moves  the  chain  of  His  purpose,  he 
transports  the  fish  from  the  bottom  of  the  ocean  into  the  expanse  of  air,  and 
the  bird  from  its  aerial  height,  he  brings  down  into  the  centre  of  the  earth ; 
and  there  is  no  resource  for  any  creature  in  the  decrees  of  destiny  and 
providence  but  to  acquiesce  and  be  resigned. 

DIBTICHS. 

Though  all  earth's  atoms  struggled  to  be  free, 
They  could  do  nothing  against  God's  decree. 
When  fate's  dark  features  from  the  mantle'  rise, 
Of  sight  and  hearing  both  they  roh  the  wise. 


^  Kur'&n,  Fl.  xiii.,  41 ;  Mar.  43  ;  Sale,  p.  189,  1.  13 :  *  Do  they  not  see  that  we  come 
into  their  land,  and  straiten  the  borders  thereof,  by  the  conquest  of  the  true  believers  ?  When 
God  judgcth,  there  is  none  to  reverse  His  judgment ;  and  He  will  be  swit  in  taking  an 
account.'  1  have  been  unable,  however,  to  find  tnc  first  half  of  the  saying  in  the  Ku'r&n ; 
it  is  probably  therefore  proverbial. 

'  Okar/^  has  several  very  different  meanings.  It  may  signify  *  the  skv,'  or  '  the  collar  of 
a  coat.'  This  latter  sense,  I  think,  it  bears  in  the  present  passage ;  thougn  I  have  translated 
it  *  mantle,'  as  being  somewhat  more  poetical. 
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Fish  on  the  shore  from  ocean's  breast  arc  tost, 
And  soaring  birds  in  earth-set  snares  are  lost. 
Fate  like  an  angry  tempest  is;  mankind 
The  feeble  straw  swept  headlong  by  the  wind. 

And  thou  must  know  that  in  the  matter  of  the  issue  of  the  mandate  of  fate, 
the  wise  and  the  fool  are  alike,  and  in  the  whirlpool  of  destiny  the  poor 
peasant  and  the  world-conquering  king  are  on  the  same  footiag. 

COUPLBT. 

Thou  mayst  have  gold  or  mayst  be  strong,  thou  canst  not  change  fate's  mandates  therefore. 
Nor  is  it  fit  to  God's  decree  to  answer  with  a  *  Why  ?  *  or  *  Wherefore  ? ' 

Zfrak  replied,  *  0  Eing-dove !  be  of  good  cheer,  for  every  garment  that  the 
habit-maker  of  the  Divine  Will  prepares  for  the  person  of  any  individual 
attendant  of  the  court  of  God's  worship,  whether  its  coUar  be  adorned  with 
the  button  of  wealth,  or  its  skirt  worked  with  the  border  of  distress,  is 
indubitably  a  pure  favor  and  absolute  beneficence.  And  the  climax  of  this 
bounty  is  that  the  creature  remains  ignorant  of  its  nature,  nor  sees  the 
recondite  mercy  involved  in  it,^  and  with  reference  to  this  they  have  said, 

COUPLET. 

Lees  or  pure,  to  thee  'tis  nothing,  thou  hast  drunk  the  beverage  up,' 
All  the  Filler  gives  is  kindness,  with  whatever  He  fill  the  cup. 

And  if  thou  dost  well  consider  it,  what  has  befallen  thee  was  for  thy  good ; 
and  the  wise  have  said,  *  The  pure  honey  is  not  found  without  the  cruel 
sting,  nor  does  the  rose  of  joy  grow  up  without  the  thorn  of  trouble.' 

HZMISTICH. 

Full  many  a  wish  in  disappointment  Ues.' 
And  when  Zirak  had  finished  this  discourse  and  began  to  busy  himself  in 
severing  the  meshes  which  confined  Eing-dove,  the  latter  exclaimed,  '  Kind 
friend !  first  undo  the  fetters  of  my  companions,  and  after  thou  hast  satisfied 
thyself  of  their  release,  come  to  me.'  The  mouse,  paying  no  attention  to 
these  words,  went  on  with  his  work.  Eing-dove  said  again,  and  with 
greater  emphasis,  '  0  Zirak !  if  thou  desirest  to  please  me  and  act  true  to  thy 
obligations  as  a  friend,  it  is  requisite  for  thee  first  to  release  my  friends,  and 
by  this  favour,  thou  wilt  place  the  chain  of  obligation  on  my  neck.'  The 
Mouse  answered,  '  Thou  hast  reiterated  this  remark,  and  hast  laid  excessive 
stress  upon  it.  But  carest  thou  not  for  thine  own  life  ?  and  dost  thou  not 
admit  the  duty  of  self-preservation  or  neglcctest  thou  the  maxim, '  Begin  tcith 
thine  oum  %elfJ^  Eing-dove  replied,  '  Thou  shouldest  not  reproach  me,  for  they 
have  written  out  for  my  name  the  diploma  of  the  chieftainship  of  these 


^  The  hidin^^  from  man  his  future  (which,  be  it  what  it  may,  is  for  the  best)  is  the 
greatest  of  mercies. 

^  The  MSS.  and  the  editions  vary  much  in  this  line.    The  lithographed  edition  reads 
dam  darkath  *kecp  silence,'  for  iheMiwuahdarkeuh  Mriuk  pleasantly'  of  the  printed  edition. 
'  A  proverb  similar  to  our  '  Charity  begins  at  home.' 
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pigeons,  and  I  have  made  myself  responsible  for  superintending  their  affairs. 
Inasmuch  as  they  are  my  subjects,  they  have  just  claims  upon  me,  and  I  too 
have  claims  upon  them,  because  I  am  their  prince,  and  now  that  they  hare 
faithfully  discharged  their  duty  to  me,  and  that  by  their  aid  and  assistance 
I  have  escaped  from  the  hands  of  the  fowler,  I  too  ought  to  acquit  myself 
of  the  duties  which  belong  to  me,  and  perform  the  functions  of  a  leader ;  and 
every  king  who  seeks  his  own  ease,  and  leaves  his  people  entangled  in  the 
bonds  of  trouble,  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  draught  of  his  happiness  is 
discolored,  and  the  eye  of  his  fortune  darkened. 

OOUPLBT. 

In  thy  dominions  will  be  rest  for  none, 

If  thou  Bhould'st  seek  for  thine  own  ease  alone.' 

The  Mouse  answered,  '  The  king  is  to  his  people  what  life  is  to  the  frame, 
or  the  heart  to  the  body ;  wherefore,  the  first  thing  will  be  to  take  care  of  his 
condition,  since,  if  the  heart  is  whole,  there  cannot  result  so  much  detriment 
from  the  ill-state  of  the  members,  but  if — ^which  Grod  forbid ! — ^the  heart  be 
injured,  the  safety  of  the  limbs  is  of  no  use  whatever. 

COUPLBT. 

What  harm  though  Benrants  be  diminish^ 
If  a  hair  fall  not  from  the  monarch's  head.' 

Bing-dove  rejoined,  *  I  fear  lest,  if  thou  shouldst  begin  to  remove  my 
bonds,  thou  mightest  become  weary,  and  some  of  my  companions  might  be  left 
imprisoned ;  while,  as  long  as  I  am  bound,  though  thou  be  utterly  tired,  thou 
wilt  not  forsake  me,  nor  will  thy  feelings  suffer  thee  to  neglect  to  set  me 
free,  and,  moreover,  we  have  been  partners  in  calamity,  and  honor  demands 
that  our  release  and  freedom  too  should  be  simultaneous. 

YBBSB. 

Dost  boast  of  friends  ?  then  boast  his  friendship,  who 
Acts  like  a  friend  in  joy  and  sorrow  too. 
They  who  in  joy  alone  their  friendship  shew, 
Speak  not  of  them,  they  but  augment  thy  woe.' 

The  Mouse  answered,  '  This  is  the  custom  of  the  magnanimous  and  the 
fundamental  principle  of  the  generous ;  and  by  this  laudable  disposition  and 
amiable  temperament,  the  confidence  of  people  in  thy  friendship  becomes 
more  unclouded,  and  the  reliance  of  thy  subjects  on  thy  beneficence  and  high- 
mindedness  is  increased. 

COUPLBT. 

Thy  hopes  of  friendship  on  the  man  deyoWe, 
Who  can  things  adverse  and  entangled  soWe.' 

Then  Zirak,  with  the  utmost  energy  and  ineffable  zeal,  severed  the  meshes 
of  Bing-dove*s  companions,  and,  last  of  all,  released  the  neck  of  Bing-dove 
himself  from  the  chain  of  calamity.     The  pigeons  bade  him  farewell,  and, 
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safe  and  secure^  returned  to  their  own  nests,  and  the  Moose  retreated  into 
his  hole.  When  the  Grow  beheld  the  Mouse's  assistance,  and  how  he  undid 
the  meshes,  he  longed  to  secure  his  friendship  and  alliance,  and  viewing  his 
fidelity  and  fraternity  as  a  rare  blessing,  said  to  himself,  '  I  can  never  be 
secure  from  the  adventure  which  befel  the  pigeons,  and,  consequently,  I  can 
never  be  indifferent  to  the  friendship  of  such  a  person  as  this,  who  renders 
help  in  adversity. 

YBBSB. 

Of  mere  companions  both  the  east  and  west 
Are  fiill;  but  those  one  really  wants,  are  few. 

Many  hang  round  thee  from  self-interest, 
To  those  who  help,  the  name  of  'friend'  ia  due. 

The  crow  then  flew  lightly  down  to  the  door  of  the  mouse's  hole,  and 
called  out.  The  Mouse  asked,  *  Who  art  thou  ? '  The  Crow  replied,  '  It  is 
I,  the  Crow,  and  I  have  urgent  business  with  thee.  Zfrak  was  a  mouse  of 
prudence,  who  had  experienced  many  vicissitudes  and  seen  both  good  and 
ill  fortune,  and  he  had  in  that  place  prepared  many  holes  for  places  of 
refuge,  and  had  cut  passages  from  one  to  the  other,  and  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  making  ready  for  emergencies  before  they  occurred,  and  of  providing  for 
all  things  wisely  and  prudently.  When  he  heard  the  Crow's  voice,  he 
recoiled,  and  said,  '  What  hast  thou  to  do  with  me  or  what  connection  have 
I  with  thee  ? '  The  Crow  recounted  the  case  from  beginning  to  end,  and 
informed  him  of  his  acquaintance  with  his  fidelity  and  excessive  truthfulness 
in  the  matter  of  the  pigeons,  and  said,  *  I  have  discovered  thy  perfect  honor 
and  loyalty,  and  goodly  generosity  and  discharge  of  duty,  and  know  how  those 
pigeons  reaped  the  fruits  of  thy  friendship,  and  the  consequences  of  thy  amity ; 
and  how  they  obtained  deliverance  from  that  whirlpool  of  destruction  by  the 
blessing  of  thy  constancy  and  attachment.  I  have  bent  all  my  energies  to 
secure  thy  friendship,  and  am  here  to  go  through  the  preliminaries  for 
commencing  our  intimacy. 

OOUPLBT. 

To  thee  our  hearts  expectant  look.    Lo !  now 
Our  wish  is  told,  the  arbiter  art  thou.' 

The  Mouse  replied,  *  The  path  of  companionship  between  me  and  thee 
is  closed,  and  the  road  of  intercourse  shut. 

COVFLXT. 

No  profit  in  the  mart  with  thee,  but  deadly  peril  meets  my  eyes, 

For  in  our  friendship's  path  a  gulf^  than  east  and  west  more  distant,  lies. 

Go !  cease  attempting  to  weld  iron  that  has  not  been  heated,  nor  take  steps 
in  pursuit  of  a  thing,  the  attainment  of  which  is  every  way  surrounded  with 
difficulties;  for  the  pursuit  of  that  which  comes  not  within  the  range  of 
possibility,  is  like  trying  to  impel  a  ship  on  dry  ground  or  to  gallop  a  horse 
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on  the  sorfiaoe  f  the  sea;  and  whoever  labors  in  search  of  impossibilities 
makes  himself  an  object  of  ridicnle,  and  does  bnt  display  his  own  ignorance 
to  the  wise. 

00T7FLBT. 

Eemoye  thy  net  and  other  gome  pursue, 

Thy  nooBe  tt  yain  for  that  thou  hast  in  yiew/ 

The  Crow  replied,  *  Forbear  to  speak  thus,  for  the  generous  leave  not  the 
needy  unsatisfied,  nor  do  the  rich  strike  the  back  of  their  hands  on  the 
supplicating  foreheads  of  those— whoever  they  may  be — ^who  seek  their 
portals ;  and  I  have  taken  refdge,  at  this  threshold,  from  the  vicissitudes  of 
fortune,  and  have  made  these  doors  my  asylum  and  retreat  from  the  chances 
of  revolving  time. 

OOXTFLBT. 

Thy  sheltering  door  alone  I  safe  can  tread,    ' 
And  at  thy  threshold  only  rest  my  head. 

Now  that  I  have  made  the  dust  of  this  thorough£EU«  the  place  of  my 
attendance,  and  consider  my  honor  pledged  to  the  service  of  this  sanctuary, 
no  ill-treatment  will  make  me  turn  back,  nor  any  contumely  drive  me 
elsewhere. 

COUPLET. 

Smite  me  with  thy  Tengeful  sabre,  sovereign  power  rests  with  thee, 
Or  I  bow  in  willing  serrice,  if  this  honor  thou  decree/ 

The  Mouse  rejoined,  *  0  Crow !  desist  fix)m  those  artifices,  nor  scatter  the 
grain  of  deceit  before  the  net  of  dissimulation,  for  I  well  know  the  disposition 
of  those  of  thy  race,  and  sinoe  our  natures  are  different,  I  shrink  from  thy 
society 

HXMIBTTCH. 

'Tis  anguish  to  the  spirit  with  a  diffesent  race  to  dweU. 

Nothing  can  now  make  me  secure  with  thee,  and  whoever  chooses  the 
companionship  of  one  with  whom  he  can  never  be  secure,  will  meet  with 
what  the  Partridge  met  with.'    The  Crow  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  n. 

The  Mouse  replied,  '  They  have  related  that  on  the  skirt  of  a  mountain  a 
Partridge*  was  proudly  walking,  and  the  echoing  sound  of  its  merry  cry  pealed 
through  the  vault  of  heaven.  It  happened  that  a  bird  of  prey,  a  hawk,  was 
flying  there.  When  its  sight  fell  on  the  graceful  movements  of  the  Partridge, 
and  the  sound  of  its  glee  caught  its  ear,  it  longed  in  heart  to  .associate 
with  it,  and  began  to  inscribe  on  the  tablet  of  its  imagination  the  traces  of  its 


^  The  kabk-i  dari  is  said,  in  the  dictionary,  to  be  *  a  beautiful  sort  of  partrid^.'  Hence, 
and,  because  its  note  is  described  as  so  pleasing,  I  take  it  to  be  ^  the  black  partridge,'  which 
is  not  only  a  very  beautiful  bird,  but  has  the  most  joyous  enticing  cry  imaginable. 
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Mendship.  It  reflected  that  in  this  world  every  creature  stands  in  need  of 
a  suitable  companion,  and  cannot  do  without  an  agreeable  friend  and  kind 
associate,  and  that  it  has  passed  into  a  proverb  that '  where  Mends  are  failing 
there  is  ever  ailing : '  ^ 

0OT7PLBT. 

He  whose  delights  no  friendly  comrade  shares, 
His  tree  of  joy  on  earth  no  produce  bears. 

and  that  this  Partridge  would  be  a  Mend  of  comely  countenance  and  smiling 
aspect,  light-hearted  and  graceful,  and  that  in  the  society  of  such  a  com- 
panion, the  mind  would  be  refreshed  and  gratified,  and  the  bosom  cheered 
and  soothed  by  the  Mendship  of  such  an  ally. 

QUATBADT. 

I  want  a  friend,  say  who  that  friend  should  be  ? 
One  who  my  progress  from  all  knots  will  free, 
No  dust  of  pain  will  on  the  glass  remain 
Of  my  clear  spirit,  when  his  form  I  see/ 

He  then  softly  inclined  towards  the  Partridge,  who,  when  it  saw  him, 
cautiously  ensconced  itself  in  the  fissure  of  a  rock.  The  hawk,  descending 
from  the  air,  alighted  in  front  of  that  cleft,  and  stated  what  had 
occurred,  saying,  *  0  Partridge !  hitherto  I  have  been  blind  to  thy 
perfections,  and  thy  excellence  and  transcendant  merit  have  been  hid  from 
me.  To-day  thy  mirthful  cry  has  occasioned  such  joyous  emotions  in  my 
heart,  and  thy  bewitching  movements  have  so  captivated  me,  as  to  make  me 
trust  that  thou  wilt  not  henceforth  stand  in  dread  or  awe  of  me,  and  that 
thou  wilt  be  disposed  to  become  my  Mend  and  associate,  since  where 
friendship  precedes,  happy  results  follow,  and  the  tree  of  amity  bears  for  its 
frnit  the  object  of  one's  wishes. 

COUPLET. 

Such  fruit  grows  on  the  tree  of  amity, 

The  more  we  pluck,  the  more  its  boughs  supply. 

The  Partridge  replied,  *  0  conquering  hero !  suffer  this  helpless  afflicted 
one  to  escape,  and  be  pleased  to  devour  some  other  partridge,  and  deem 

OOXTFUST. 

That  I  on  thee  should  tranquil  look,  alas !  this  were  but  idle  scheming. 

That  union  grow  'twist  thee  and  me,  forgive  me,  God !  'tis  nought  but  dreaming. 

Whenever  water  and  fire  consent  to  blend  together,  then  one  may  conceive 
that  Mendship  might  arise  between  thee  and  me,  and  when  sun  and  shade 
can  be  associated,  it  will  be  supposable  that  we  can  become  companions. 

HEMISTICH. 

Cease  from  this  fancy,  which  can  ne'er  take  place.' 


_  ^  I  have  made  a  feeble  attempt  to  retain  the  play  on  words  in  the  original,  where  bi  ydr 
'friendless'  chimes  with  bimdr  *sick.' 


8  2 
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The  hawk  replied,  '0  friend!  reflect  that  it  can  be  nothing  but 
friendship  which  could  lead  me  to  speak  Idndly  to  one  like  thee.  My  claws 
are  not  grown  weak,  that  I  should  fiEol  in  making  prey  of  such  as  thou  art, 
nor  has  my  beak  become  powerless  or  debilitated  that  I  should  fSedl  to  secure 
any  food.  There  is  no  more  in  it  than  this,  that  the  desire  of  fellowship  and 
fraternity  with  thee,  and  the  wish  for  propinquity  and  attachment  to  thee, 
induces  me  to  agitate  the  chain  of  friendship  ;  and  thou  mayest  anticipate 
many  advantages  from  associating  with  me.  And  among  these  the  first  will 
be  that  when  birds  of  the  same  species  with  myself  observe  that  I  foster 
thee  under  the  shadow  of  the  wings  of  my  protection,  they  will  withdraw 
the  hand  of  violence  from  thy  skirt  and  will  survey  thee  with  respect ;  and 
thou,  with  mind  at  ease,  mayest  wander  over  mountain  and  plain.  Another 
advantage  will  be  that  I  wiU  convey  thee  to  my  own  nest,  so  that  thou  wilt 
be  elevated  to  a  superior  station  and  a  lofty  abode,  and  wilt  be  advanced  in 
dignity  above  thy  fellows.  Moreover,  I  will  bring  thee  a  partner  of  thy 
own  kind,  gentle  and  beautiful,  whom  thou  mayest  in  real  truth  desire  to 
espouse,  so  that  embracing  her  with  the  hands  of  enjoyment  thou  mayest 
pass  thy  time  to  the  wish  of  thy  heart. 

OOUFLET. 

Time  shall  not  wrong,  nor  heaven  distress  thee  more, 
Thy  hopes  all  won,  thy  joy-cup  brimming  o'er.* 

The  Partridge  answered,  *  Thou  art  the  ruler  of  the  birds  and  the  reins  of 
dominion  over  them  are  in  the  grasp  of  thy  option,  and  I  am  one  of  thy 
subjects  and  of  those  who  pay  thee  tribute,  and  the  like  of  me  are  not 
devoid  of  weaknesses  and  infirmities,  and  at  the  time  when  I  am  aided  by 
thy  favor  and  hope  for  thy  support,  it  is  possible  that  I  may  do  something 
which  may  displease  thy  august  mind,  and  the  talons  of  my  lord's  anger  may 
destroy  me.  It  cannot  but  be  best  that  I  should  content  myself  with 
retirement  and  not  lift  up  the  banner  of  service  in  thy  command,  which  is 
fraught  with  danger  to  me. 

OOUFLET. 

To  gaze  upon  the  sun's  bright  face  1  in  myself  no  fitness  see, 
Better  that,  like  the  shadow,  meek  behind  the  wall  I  prostrate  be.' 

The  hawk  replied,  *  0  brother !  hast  thou  not  heard  and  learned  that  the 
eye  of  friendship  Ib  blind  in  discovering  faults,  and  that  everything  that 
proceeds  from  a  friend,  though  it  be  the  greatest  of  blemishes,  seems  the 
chiefest  of  beauties. 

OOUFLET. 

Poison  from  thee  thy  friend  would  sugar  deem,  And  of  his  praises  make  thy  f&ults  the  theme. 
And  since  I  survey  thy  actions  with  the  eye  of  friendship,  and  inscribe  the 
writing  of  thy  words  and  adventures  on  the  volume  of  attachment,  how 
could  I  trace  the  character  of  error  in  thy  discourse  ?  or  how  interpret  amiss 
aught  that  thou  couldst  say  or  do  ? 
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HSXIBTICH. 

The  eye  of  fricndsliip  ne'er  can  see  a  hvlV 

Although  the  Partridge  repeated  many  excuses  worthy  of  heing  approved,  the 
hawk  rejoined  to  them  with  satisfiEictory  answers,  and  at  last,  by  promises  and 
a  solemn  covenant,  lie  drew  the  Partridge  out  of  the  hole,  and  they  then 
embraced  one  another,  and  ratified  their  agreement  by  oaths ;  and  the  hawk, 
taking  him  up,  conveyed  him  to  his  own  nest,  and  mutually  pleased  with 
each  other,  they  passed  their  time  in  amusement  and  mirth.  When  two  or 
three  days  had  passed  in  this  manner,  and  the  Partridge  felt  safe  with  the 
hawk,  he  began  to  adopt  an  insolent  tone,  to  speak  with  too  great  freedom, 
and  without  any  reason,  burst  into  laughter  in  the  midst  of  conversation ; 
while  the  hawk  magnanimously  appeared  not  to  hear  it,  and  forbore  to 
punish  it.  Nevertheless,  resentment  found  room  in  his  breast,  until  one  day 
he  suddenly  became  slightly  indisposed,  so  that  he  was  unable  to  stir 
in  search  of  food.  He  passed  the  whole  day  in  his  nest,  and  when 
night  came  and  his  crop  was  emptied  of  the  food  it  contained,  the  fire  of 
hunger  blazed  up  and  set  his  savage  nature  in  motion,  and  the  feelings  of 
irritation  against  the  Partridge,  which  he  had  stored  up  in  the  course  of  time, 
made  him  furious.  In  vain  the  monitor  reason  presented  to  his  eyes  his 
promise  and  compact,  he  did  not  glance  at  it  with  the  eye  of  consent,  and 
was  seeking  for  a  pretence  to  break  his  agreement  and  devour  the  Partridge. 
The  latter  observed  the  signs  of  wrath  in  his  countenance,  and  with  the  sight 
of  his  eyes  perceived  that  his  destruction  was  at  hand.  Drawing  a  cold  sigh 
from  his  afflicted  heart,  he  said, 

COUPLET. 

*  like  lover  blessed,  I  cried,  rejoicing,  '  I  kaye  won  my  wishes'  pearl,' 
But  little  knew  what  giant  surges  this  deceitful  sea  could  hurL 

Alas !  that  at  the  beginning  of  this  adventure,  I  did  not  cast  my  eyes  to  the 
conclusion,  but  associated  with  one  of  a  different  race,  and  forgot  the  precept 
of  the  wise. 

HEMISTICH. 

A  comrade  of  a  different  race  avoid. 

C!onsequently,  this  day  the  vessel  of  my  life  has  fallen  into  a  whirlpool,  such 
that  the  mariner  of  deliberation  is  unable  to  set  me  free ;  and  the  cord  of  my 
existence  is  broken  in  such  wise,  that  the  finger-tip  of  thought  is  baffled  in 
attempting  to  unite  it. 

COUPLBT. 

My  Mend  unfaithful  and  my  life  despair, 

Heaven  grants  no  tidings,  nor  fate  hears  my  prayer.' 

Thus  was  he  soUliquizing,  and  meantime  the  hawk  was  unfolding  his  cruel 
talons  and  whetting  his  blood-shedding  beak  with  the  venom  of  tynmny,  and 
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as  his  first  measure,  sought  a  pretext^  against  the  Partridge.  The  latter, 
cautiously  observant,  took  care  to  be  thoroughly  respectM,  so  that  the  hawk 
found  no  excuse  for  attacking  him.  At  length,  losing  patience,  he  called  out 
angrily  to  the  Partridge,  '  Is  it  fitting  that  I  should  be  in  the  sun  and  thou 
pass  thy  time  in  the  shade?'  The  Partridge  replied,  '0  world-subduing 
prince !  now  it  is  night,  and  the  shades  of  darkness  have  enveloped  the  whole 
world.  By  the  heat  of  what  sun  are  you  distressed  ?  and  what  thing  is  it 
that  affords  me  the  convenience  of  shade  ? '  The  hawk  replied,  '  0  thou 
insolent  one !  dost  thou  make  me  out  a  liar,  and  deny  my  assertion  ?  I  will 
give  thee  thy  punishment.'  He  had  no  sooner  uttered  these  words,  than  he 
tore  the  Partridge  in  pieces. 

And  I  have  adduced  this  story  that  thou  mayest  know,  that  whoever 
associates  with  those  of  a  different  race,  and  passes  his  time  with  one 
from  whose  injuries  be  cannot  be  safe,  his  life,  like  that  of  the 
mountain-partridge,  is  sacrificed  to  his  companionship,'  and  lost.  In 
the  same  manner  I  am  thy  food,  and  I  can  never  live  secure  firom  thy 
appetite.  Wherefore,  how  can  the  road  of  amity  between  me  and  thee 
be  opened  ?  or  in  what  manner  can  the  requisites  for  an  alliance  be  pro- 
curable ?'  The  Crow  answered,  '  0  Zfrak !  refer  the  matter  to  the  decision  of 
thy  own  judgment,  and  perpend  it  well,  and  reflect ;  What  advantage  could  I 
gain  by  injuring  thee,  and  were  I  to  devour  thee,  how  far  would  it  satisfy' 
me  ?  while,  in  thy  personal  existence  and  the  acquisition  of  thy  Mendship 
there  are  a  thousand  advantages,  and  a  hundred  thousand  benefits  discemable. 
Besides  it  is  not  seemly  that  I  should  have  traversed  a  long  and  distant 
journey  to  seek  thee,  and  thou  avert  thy  face  from  me,  and  smite  the  breast  of 
my  hope  with  the  hand  of  discouragement ;  nor  is  it  fitting  that  thou,  possessed 
of  the  kindly  disposition  and  serene  mind  that  thou  hast,  should  slight  my 
claims  as  a  stranger,  or  that  the  poor  should  retire  from  thy  threshold 
discomfited. 

COUPLET. 

Praise  by  the  care  of  poorer  men  is  earned, 
Why  has  yonr  city  not  this  canon  learned  ? 

And  from  the  excellent  qualities  that  I  have  observed  in  thee,  I  do  not 
suppose  that  thou  wilt  altogether  refuse  to  suffer  me  to  partake  of  thy  bene- 
ficence, and  to  perfume  with  the  exhilarating  odor  of  thy  courtesy,  the 
nostrils  of  my  expectation. 

HElkllSTICU. 

Thyself  art  poor,  then  when  wilt  thou  to  poor  men  favour  shew  }* 


^  Lit :  '  Made  the  seeking  pretences  his  yan-measore.' 

^  1  feci  considerable  doubt  as  to  this  passage.  I  take  the  kardah  in  the  sense  of 
Jidd  kardah. 

^  Hence  1  conclude  that  miuh  in  this  story  signifies  *  a  mouse/  and  not  a  rot,  which  could 
hardly  be  considered  a  small  repast  for  a  crow.  It  is  8tran<^  that  there  is  not  a  distinct 
word  for  each  animal  in  Persian. 
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The  Mouse  answered,  '  There  is  no  kind  of  enmity  so  grave  in  its  effects  as 
tiiat  implanted  by  nature.  For  if  an  accidental  hostility  should  arise  between 
two  persons,  slight  measures  may  suffice  to  remove  it,  and  a  trifling  cause 
may  dispel  it.  But  if  enmity  has  sprung  up  in  the  original  nature,  and  its 
consequences  have  implanted  themselves  in  the  minds  of  both  parties,  and  if 
to  that  hereditary  hostility  be  added  new  reasons  for  hate,  and  former  dislike 
be  combined  with  subsequent  quarrels,  the  removal  thereof  can  in  no  wise  enter 
the  circle  of  possibility,  and  the  getting  rid  of  it  is  altogether  beyond  the  limits 
of  human  power,  and  its  extinction  involves  the  annihilation  of  both  parties. 

HEMISTICH. 

Tin  the  head  goes,  that  thought  the  head  leaves  not. 

And  the  wise  have  said,  '  ^Natural  enmity  is  of  two  kinds.  The  first  is 
when  the  injury  resulting  from  it  is  not  confined  to  one  of  the  two  parties. 
Now  the  one  is  vexed  by  the  other,  and  now  the  injury  is  reversed,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  elephant  and  the  Hon,  who  cannot  meet  without  a  contest.  Yet  it 
does  not  follow  that  the  victory  is  always  on  one  side,  and  that  the  other  will 
as  constantly  be  put  to  flight.  But  on  some  occ£isions  the  raging  lion  is 
triumphant,  and  on  others  the  furious  elephant  is  the  conqueror.  Now  this 
kind  of  enmity  is  not  so  intense  that  its  wounds  cannot  be  salved,  because  the 
party  with  which  the  victory  remains,  his  heart  wiU  imdoubtedly  be  pacified. 
The  other  kind  is  where  the  injury  is  always  on  one  side,  and  the  advantage 
on  the  other,  like  that  of  the  mouse  and  the  cat,  and  of  the  wolf  and  the 
sheep ;  and  where  the  pain  is  restricted  to  one  party,  and  the  pleasure  to  the 
other ;  and  this  enmity  is  so  powerM  that  not  the  revolution  of  the  sky  can 
change  it,  nor  the  vicissitudes  of  time  undo  its  knot :  and  where  it  is  known 
that  one  party  aims  at  the  life  of  the  other,  without  there  having  been  a 
previous  attempt  in  time  past  from  that  other  party,  or  the  possibility 
of  injury  from  him  in  the  friture,  how  can  a  reconcilliation  take  place  there  ? 
or,  how  can  intercourse  there  be  carried  on  ? 

VERSE. 

When  day  and  night  together  meet, 

And  shade  with  sunshine  blends, 
Then  I  with  thee  wiU  take  my  seat; 
Tet,  even  then. 
Discerning  men 
Would  ridicule  such  friends.' 

Tlio  Crow  replied,  *  Praise  be  to  God !  no  hostility  from  me  to  thee  was 
mixed  up  in  my  original  composition,  and  if  in  those  of  my  race  a  fortuitous 
enmity  has  sprung  up  to  thee,  the  mirror  of  my  heart,  at  least,  is  free  from 
the  dust  of  malignity,  and  the  glass  of  my  mind  is  prepared  to  receive  the 
refraction  of  the  rays  of  love  and  affection ;  and  assuredly  as  the  maxim, 
IVom  heart  to  heart  there  is  a  window ^  is  true,  I  am  in  hopes  that  the 
sincere  heart  of  that  dear  friend  will  testify  to  the  truth  of  my  friendship. 


i 
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HBMI8TXCH. 

Think  not  thy  loved  one  cannot  read  thy  heart  ? ' 

The  Mouse  answered,  'Thou  art  beyond  measure  importunate,  and 
troublest  me  by  thus  pressing  on  me  thy  friendship ;  and  should  I  accept  it 
and  thou,  too,  stand  to  thy  purpose,  it  is  probable  that  on  some  trifling 
cause  thou  wilt  break  the  chain  of  amity  and  return  to  thy  former  original 
habits  and  natural  hostility — ^like  water,  which  though  it  be  kept  long  in  one 
place  so  as  to  alter  its  smell  and  taste,  yet  retains  its  primitive  properties, 
and  if  they  pour  it  on  flre,  does  not  fail  to  quench  it.  And  to  consort  with 
an  enemy  is  like  mixing  with  snakes  and  vipers,  which  is  not  safe ;  and 
friendship  with  foes  resembles  associating  with  tigers  of  sharp  claws,  which 
deserves  not  to  be  tried :  and  the  wise  have  said,  '  We  must  not  be  beguiled 
by  the  assurances  of  our  enemies,  although  they  pretend  to  be  friendly,  nor 
must  we  conflde  in  their  words  though  they  prepare  the  way  to  an  agreement 
most  assiduously. 

OOUPUST. 

To  hope  new  ^  friends  will  spring  from  ancient  foes, 
Is  from  a  furnace  ^  to  expect  a  rose. 

And  whoever,  relying  on  an  enemy,  is  elated  by  his  civilities  and  listens  to 

his  cajolements  with  the  ear  of  approval,  will  meet  with  what  befell  that 

Camel-rider.'      The  Crow  inquired,  *  How  was  that  ?  ' 

STORY  III. 

The  Mouse  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  Camel-rider,  as  he  was 
journeying,  arrived  at  a  place  where  the  people  of  a  caravan  had  made  a  fire, 
and  after  their  departure  the  fan  of  the  wind  stirred  it  and  set  it  in  a  blaze, 
and  the  sparks  leaping  forth  from  it,  fell  among  the  wood  in  all  parts,  and  in 
every  comer  of  the  desert  a  dreadful  conflagration '  arose,  and  in  the  midst 
of  those  flames  a  large  snake-^a  huge  venomous  serpent  was  left,  and  being 
intercepted  could  not  And  a  way  to  escape  in  any  direction,  nor  any  path  to 
get  free.  He  was  on  the  point  of  being  fried  like  a  fish  in  a  frying-pan,  and 
like  a  roasted  partridge  on  the  fire,  his  blood  was  about  to  drop  frx>m  his  poison- 
scattering  eyes — ^when  he  beheld  that  rider,  and  calling  for  help,  exclaimed, 

OOTJPLBT. 

*  What  if  thou  should'st  take  pity  on  my  lot, 
And  of  these  difficulties  solye  the  knot  ?' 

The  Camel-rider  was  a  merciful  and  kind  man.  When  ho  heard  the 
snake's  supplication  and  beheld  its  distress  and  trouble,   he  thought  to 


1  The  editions  here  have  a  misprint,  td  for  nau  *  new.' 

'  This  line  loses  all  its  point  in  English.     In  the  original  there  is  an  equivoque  on  fful 
'  a  rose/  and  gulkhan,  *  a  furnace  for  heating  baths/ 

3  Lit., '  a  tulip-bed,'  the  brilliant  colour  of  which  flower  resembles  that  of  a  conflagration. 
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himself,  'It  is  true  that  snakes  are  the  enemies  of  men,  but. he  is  now 
helpless  and  dismayed.  My  best  course  is  to  take  pity  on  him  and  sow  in 
the  soil  of  action  the  seed  of  kindness,  which  can  bear  no  other  fruit  than 
happiness  in  this  world  and  exaltation  in  that  to  come.'  He  then  fixed  the 
huntsman' 8-bag  ^  that  he  had  with  him  to  the  point  of  a  spear  and  reached  it 
thither.  The  snake,  too  happy  to  avail  himself  of  it,  crept  into  the  bag,  and 
the  rider  thinking  it  a  good  act  drew  him  out  from  the  midst  of  the  fire. 
He  then  opened  the  mouth  of  the  bag  and  said  to  the  snake,  'Gro 
whithersoever  thou  wilt,  and  in  gratitude  for  thy  escape  from  this  calamity, 
withdraw  into  solitude  nor  hereafter  put  thyself  into  a  position  to  injure  man; 
for  he  that  injures  God's  creatures,  is  disgraced  in  this  world  and  miserable  ' 
in  that  to  come. 

OOUPLBT. 

Fear  God,  nor  any  living  thing  distress. 
This  is  the  one  sole  road  to  happiness.' 

The  snake  replied,  '  Cease  from  these  words,  young  man !  for  I  will  not 
depart  till  I  have  bitten  thee  and  thy  camel.'  The  rider  answered,  '  Have  I 
not  done  thee  a  kindness  and  brought  thee  out  of  the  fire  ?  is  this  my 
recompense,  and  such  the  reward  I  am  to  receive  ? 

COUPLET. 

On  my  part  is  the  kindly  deed,  From  thee  shall  cruel  acts  proceed  ? ' 

The  snake  rejoined,  '  True !  thou  hast  done  a  kind  action,  but  it  was 
shown  to  an  undeserving  object ;  and  thou  hast  been  clement,  but  thy  clemency 
was  mis-placed.  Thou  knowest  that  I  am  a  vehicle  of  mischief  and  that  no 
benefit  to  men  can  be  anticipated  from  me.  Wherefore  when  thou  didst 
exert  thyself  to  release  me  and  showedst  kindness  to  one  with  whom  thou 
oughtedst  to  have  dealt  roughly ;  of  course  it  is  necessary,  in  requital,  to 
cause  thee  distress,  for  showing  kindness  to  the  bad  is  equivalent  to  injuring 
the  good. 


The  canons  of  the  law  and  prudence  too, 

Bid  us  not  harm  the  good  and  pure. 
And  so  we  should  not  kindly  actions  do 

To  those  from  whom  men  wrongs  endure. 

And  moreover  in  accordance  with  that  verse  of  the  Eur'dn,  *  The  one  of  you 
ihaH  he  [an  enemy  unto  the  other,'  ^  an  ancient  enmity  exists  between  us  and 
you,  and  prudence  requires  that  we  should  bruise  the  head  of  an  enemy,  and 


'  TUbrdK  may  he  either  *■  a  huntsman's  bag,'  or  '  a  nosebag  for  a  horse.' 

'  The  epithet  duahman-i  kdm  'miserahle,'  is  worth  remarking.  It  properly  signifies 
'  foe's  wish,'  •'.«.,  miserahle  as  even  one's  enemies  could  desire. 

'  Kur'&n,  Ch.  xx.  121 ;  Sale  p.  242, 1.  17:  'And  thus  Adam  became  disobedient  unto 
his  Lord  and  was  seduced.  Afterwords  his  Lord  accepted  him  on  his  repentance,  and  was 
turned  unto  him  and  directed  him.  And  God  said,  *  Get  ye  down  henco  aU  of  you ;  the  one 
of  you  shall  be  an  enemy  unto  the  other.' 
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agreeably  to  the  command,  *  Kill  ye  the  two  Uaek  things,  ^  you  ought  to  get 
rid  of  us,  and  while  it  is  decreed  that  man  should  not  permit  us  to  go 
unscathed,  thou  hast  in  this  matter  abandoned  the  lawful  and  prudent  course 
and  chosen  to  be  merciM,  and  I  will  assuredly  inflict  a  wound  on  thee  for  a 
warning  to  others.'  The  rider  said,  '  0  snake !  let  justice  be  appealed  to,  for 
in  what  creed  is  it  deemed  right  to  requite  good  with  evil  ?  and  in  what  sect 
is  it  admissible  to  give  the  foulness  of  wrong  in  exchange  for  the  purity  of 
advantage  ? '  The  snake  replied,  '  Such  is  the  custom  of  you  men,  and  I, 
too,  do  but  practice  what  you  pronounce ;  and  I  sell  to  you  what  I  have 
bought  from  you  in  the  mart  of  recompense. 

HEMISTICH. 

Buy  for  one  instant  what  whole  years  you  sell/ 

In  vain  the  man  protested,  the  snake  exclaimed,  '  Decide  with  all  speed 
whether  I  shall  wound  thee  first,  or  commence  with  the  camel.'  The 
young  man  replied,  '  Desist  from  this  idea,  for  it  is  not  fortunate  to  requite 
good  with  evil.'  The  snake  answered,  '  This  is  the  custom  of  men,  and  I 
do  but  act  in  the  same  manner  as  they.'  The  rider  denied  this  accusation^ 
and  said,  '  K  thou  canst  prove  this  by  clear  testimony,  and  wilt  bring  evidence 
to  establish  tby  charge  that  men  are  wont  to  requite  actions  in  this  manner, 
I  will  purchase  thy  wound  with  my  life,  and  will  acquiesce  in  my  own. 
destruction.'  The  snake  looked  about  him  and  saw  at  a  distance  a  bufBdoi 
which  was  feeding  in  the  plain.  *  Come,'  he  said,  'let  us  ask  the  truth  of 
my  assertion  from  this  buffSedo.'  The  man  and  the  snake  then  approached  the 
buffalo,  and  the  snake  addressed  it  saying,  '  0  buffalo !  what  is  the  reward  of 
good?'  The  buffalo  replied,  '  If  thou  inquirest  what  it  is  among  men,  [I 
answer]  the  reward  of  good  is  evil.  Lo !  I  was  for  a  long  time  with  one  of 
them,  and  every  year  I  brought  forth  a  young  one,  and  filled  his  house  with 
milk  and  butter,  and  supplied  the  means  on  which  his  marriage  and  his 
subsistence  were  based.  Wben  I  grew  old,  and  became  unable  to  bear  young, 
he  gave  up  attending  to  me,  and  turning  me  out  of  his  house  set  me  loose  in 
the  plain.  After  that  I  grazed  for  a  long  dme  here,  and  passed  my  time 
without  work,  according  to  my  own  wish.  I  began  to  grow  somewhat  fat, 
and  yesterday  my  master  came  by  here,  and  thought  I  looked  fat.  Hereupon 
he  brought  a  butcher,  and  sold  me  to  him ;  and  to-day  they  are  going  to  take 
me  to  the  slaughter-house,  and  mean  to  kill  me.  Behold !  such  is  the  reward 
of  all  the  good  that  I  have  recounted. 

HEMISTICH. 

Such,  friends,  my  state !  to  whom  can  I  it  tell  ? ' 
The  snake  replied  '  Lo !  thou  hast  heard.    Prepare  thyself  quickly  for  the 


*  What  the  two  hlack  things  referred  to  in  the  maxim  may  be,  I  know  not;  probably 
the  scorpion  and  the  snake. 
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wound.'  The  Camel-rider  replied,  '  In  legal  trials  they  do  not  pronounce 
sentence  upon  the  evidence  of  one  witness.  Ering  another,  and  do  what  thou 
wilt.'  The  snake  looked  ahout  him,  and  seeing  a  tree  said,  '  Come,  and  I 
will  ask  this  tree.'  They  then  came  together  to  the  foot  of  the  tree,  and  the 
snake  inquired  of  it,  *  What  is  the  reward  of  good  ? '  It  replied,  *  Among 
men  the  reward  of  good  is  evil,  and  the  return  for  henefit,  injury ;  and  the 
proof  is  this :  I  am  a  tree  that  have  sprung  up  in  this  wilderness,  and  I  stand 
on  one  leg  in  the  service  of  every  comer  and  goer.  When  a  child  of  Adam 
comes  here  oppressed  with  heat,  and  weary  from  the  desert,  he  rests  for  an 
hour  under  my  shade,  and  for  a  time  indulges  in  repose.  When  he  opens  his 
eyes  he  says,  *  Such  a  hough  will  do  for  the  handle  of  an  axe,  and  such  a  hit 
is  fit  and  proper  for  a  spade.  One  might  cut  some  good  planks  out  of  its 
trunk,  and  of  them  make  some  fine  doors ; '  and  if  they  had  saws  or  hatchets 
they  would  cut  out  of  my  branches  and  trunk  whatever  they  fancied,  and  in 
spite  of  the  enjojrment  derived  £rom  me,  would  think  fit  to  inflict  aU  this 
suffering  on  me. 

OOUPLBT. 

I  thinking  how  he  best  might  shaded  be, 
He  pondering  how  to  mar  and  uproot  me.' 

The  snake  said,  'Lo!  two  witnesses  have  been  brought;  yield  up  thy 
body,  that  I  may  wound  it.'  The  man  replied,  *  life  is  very  dear,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  tear  away  the  heart  from  the  things  of  life,  as  long  as  it  is  possible 
to  retain  it.  K  one  other  person  testifies  in  this  matter,  I  will,  without  scruple, 
yield  my  body  to  this  calamity,  and  acquiesce  in  God's  decree.'  I^ow,  through 
a  strange  coincidence,  a  fox  was  standing  by,  observing  their  proceedings, 
and  listening  to  their  words  with  the  ear  of  attention.  The  snake  exclaimed, 
*  See  there !  Ask  this  fox  what  answer  he  would  give.'  Before  the  rider 
could  put  the  question  to  him,  the  fox  bawled  out  to  the  man,  '  Dost  thou  not 
know  that  the  return  for  good  is  evil  ?  What  good  hast  thou  done  to  this 
snake,  that  has  made  thee  worthy  of  being  punished  in  requital  ?'  The  young 
man  recounted  the  particulars ;  whereupon  the  fox  said,  *  Thou  appearest  to 
be  a  sensible  man,  how  is  it  that  thou  speakest  what  is  contrary  to  the  truth  ? 

C0X7TLET. 

When  will  a  man  of  sense  himself  to  speak  imtniths  permit  ? 
For  wise  men  to  belie  the  fact,  in  truth,  can  ne'er  be  fit.' 

The  snake  said,  '  He  speaks  the  truth,  and  behold !  here,  hanging  to  the 
saddle-strap,  is  the  bag  in  which  he  brought  me  out  of  the  fire ! '  The  fox 
expressed  his  surprise,  saying,  '  How  can  one  believe  this  story,  that  a  snake 
of  this  size  could  be  contained  in  a  bag  so  small  ? '  The  snake  answered,  '  If 
thou  dost  not  ciedit  it,  I  will  go  again  into  the  bag,  that  thou  mayst  see 
it  with  thine  own  eyes.'  The  fox  rejoined,  *  If  I  behold  the  thing,  and  have 
ocular  demonstration  of  it,  and  find  that  these  words  are  true,  I  will  pronounce 
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R^itenco  botweeu  yon  in  eucti  wise  as  not  to  infrmge  j  oetice,  and  to  be  vholly 
void  of  fraud  and  eelf-iutereat.'  The  man  opened  the  month  of  the  bag,  and 
the  enalie,  conMing  in  what  tiie  fox  had  said,  entered  tlie  hag.  The  fox 
then  cried  out,  '0  young  man!  when  thouhast  got  thy  enemy  fitst,  shew  him 
no  mercy. 

COUFLVT. 

Is  Ihy  foe  captJ»o  and  o'ercome  by  ttiee? 

Keasan  commiuiili  thou  ahouldrt  not  eet  him  &ce.' 
The  man  tied  the  mouth  of  the  hag  and  dashed  it  against  the  ground  till  the 
snake  was  killed  and  the  malice  of  his  evil  nature  was  extingui^ed,  so  that 
creation  was  emancipated  from  his  power  of  injury. 


One  oho  «o  bndl;  livM  i«  better  aluD. 
And  the  moral  of  this  story  is,  that  it  behoves  a  wise  man  not  to  abandoii 
the  path  of  caution  nor  to  rely  on  the  humble  words  of  an  enemy,  and  never 
to  be  led  to  trust  in  him,  so  as  not  to  he  oTerwhelmed  by  his  attack. 


Whoe'er  npoD  a  foemaa'a  word  rcliei. 
The  lamp  of  sense  ^Cb  him  bae  loet  ita  light. 

Then  will  tnie  Menda  from  former  foca  arise, 
When  darkncai  aeparating  lesTO  the  night.' 
The  Ctow  repUed,  '  These  words  which  thou  with  perfect  wisdom  hast 
uttered,  I  have  heard,  and  I  have  irradiated  my  mental  vision  with  these 
bright  gems  which  thou  hast  hrought  fbitJi  from  Qia  mines  of  sense,  and  it 
would  be  more  in  accordance  with  fhy  beneficence  and  generosity,  and 
magnanimity  and  courtesy,  to  forego  these  excessive  scruples,  and,  believing 
my  words,  throw  open  the  path  of  friendship.  And  the  wise  have  said,  '  Fly 
to  the  beneficent  and  shun  the  nig^^ardly,  for  the  beneficent  is  willing,  npon 
the  acquaintance  of  an  hour,  to  impart  a  variety  of  Mndnesses  and  good 
offices,  and  putting  off  the  coldness  of  a  stranger,  to  assume,  with  the  utmost 
cordiality,  the  part  of  a  friend  and  a  companion.  While  the  ni^^iard, 
foi^tting  the  obligationB  of  ancient  communion,  will  efiiice  from  his 
memory,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  the  friendship  of  a  hundred  years.  And 
hence  it  is  that  the  pious  who  have  shaken  themselves  tree  from  the  world, 
are  prone  to  friendship  and  slow  to  enmity — like  a  vessel  of  gold,  which  it 
takes  long  to  break  and  but  a  short  time  to  mend ;  while  the  base  are  slow 
to  become  friends  and  thefr  friendship  is  soon  om nuiin  .1 — h'.iu  a  var^ixl  of 
earth,  which  is  easily  broken  and  can  never  be  menili.d ;  iiiid  husv  finely 
they  said. 


Seek  inch  a  Iricndabip  for  tbjself  to  giiii 
As  may  through  endlew  yean  endjn-. 

HoDsea  of  unbaked  bricks,  a  few  days  r.i: 
Will  Icvfl  with  (be  earth  ;  be  ai 


■ly  have 


f 


/ 
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And  I  am  of  the  number  of  those  whose  Mendship  may  be  depended  upon 
and  moreover,  I  am  in  want  of  thy  companionship,  and  now  that  I  have 
planted  myself  in  waiting  at  this  court,  I  will  go  back  to  no  other  door,  and 
I  will  assuredly  not  taste  food  nor  take  rest  until  thou  admit  me  as  a  Mend 
into  thy  intimacy. 

OOUFLST. 

From  the  skirt  of  one  so  fair  as  thou  I'll  ne'er  consent  to  part, 

For  with  many  a  flood  of  tears  thou  hast  been  purchased  by  this  heart. 

The  Mouse  responded,  'I  am  willing  to  purchase  with  my  life  thy 
affection  and  regard,  and  all  this  denial  is  simply  that  I  may  be  excusable 
in  the  sight  of  reason,  shouldest  thou  intend  perfidy ;  and  that  thou  mayest 
not  say,  that  thou  hast  obtained  a  dull  and  facile  ^  friendship ;  else  from 
the  beginning  of  our  discourse  I  have  foimd  my  heart  pre-disposed  to 
intimacy  with  thee,  and  my  mind  intensely  inclined  to  communion  with  thee. 

TEB8B. 

Since  friendship's  love-Ught  in  thii  heart  has  beamed, 
Enow  that  that  heart  too  is  with  friendship  fraught. 

For  lover  ne'er,  unsought,  for  union  schemed, 
But  by  his  loved  one's  seeking  love  was  taught.' 

He  then  came  forth  and  stood  before  his  hole.  The  Crow  said,  'What 
prerents  thee  from  advancing  still  farther,  and  in  my  presence  seeking  to 
become  intimate  with  me  ?  but  thou  still  feelest  a  trembling  in  thy  soul.' 
The  Mouse  replied,  '  Whenever  one  grudges  not  his  own  life  for  his  friend, 
and  devotes  his  own  dear  self  for  his  comrade,  he  may  be  called  a  true  friend 
and  a  brother  to  one's  mind.  And  if  one  displays  the  same  cordiality  in 
worldly  matters  and  does  not  neglect  to  aid  bis  friend  with  the  wealth  he 
possesses,  he  is  a  mediocre  friend  inclining  to  the  mean  [between  warmth 
and  indifference].  And  they  have  said,  '  He  who  is  pledged'  to  his  friend  on 
account  of  his  temporary  requirements  as  to  money  and  station,  is  like  a 
fowler  who  scatters  grain  to  benefit  himself  not  to  feed  the  birds ; '  and  since 
this  friendship  is  mixed  up  with  interested  motives,  it  is  probable  it  will 
terminate  in  enmity. 

COrPLBT. 

When  selfish  motives  lead  to  friendship's  tie. 
That  friend  will  soon  become  an  enemy. 

But  he  who  in  the  path  of  amity  withholds  not  his  life  and  is  ready  to 
sacrifice  his  own  existence,  is  an  incomparable  friend;  and  the  rank  of  a 
friend  who  bestows  his  life  is  far  higher  than  that  of  him  who  expends  only 
his  wealth. 


^  Lit. :  '  Slow-reined  and  soft  in  the  withers,'  i.e.,  soft-paced. 

>  I  have  ventmed  so  to  translate  dor  miydn,  but  the  passage  is  altogether  very  difficult 
and  obscure. 
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HBaOSTXCH. 

LifC'^eneroM  ^  it  most  ffenerous  of  all, 

OOUFLBT. 

Those,  who  arc  generous  with  coin,  are  rife. 
'Tis  hard  to  find  the  lihcral  of  life. 

And  let  it  not  be  coneealed  that  in  accepting  thy  overtures  of  friendship  and 
in  opening  the  way  to  our  meeting,  I  risk  my  life,  and  notwithstanding  that 
in  the  path  of  amity  this  point  has  been  reached,  that, 

HSBOSTICH. 

Though  life  be  risked  I  would  e'en  life  resign. 

And  had  I  entertained  suspicion,  I  should  never  have  shown  this  eagerness 
nor  have  come  forth  from  the  comer  of  my  humble  dwelling,  but  I  confide  in 
thy  friendship  and  the  sincerity  of  thy  desire  to  be  my  companion  has 
passed  the  limits  of  doubt  and  distrust ;  and  on  my  side,  also,  regard  and 
attachment  has  been  produced  to  a  two-fold  and  multifold  extent.  Thou 
hast,  however,  friends  who  differ  from  thee  in  being  hostile  to  me,  and  do 
not  accord  with  thee  in  thy  kindly  feeling  towards  me.  I  fear  lest  one  of 
these  should  see  me  and  attack  me.'  The  Crow  answered,  'I  have  a 
compact  with  my  friends  that  they  shall  be  the  friends  of  my  friend  and  the 
foes  of  my  foe.'  The  Mouse  rejoined,  ^Undoubtedly,  whoever  contracts 
alliance  with  the  friend  of  one's  enemy,  or  unites  himself  with  the  enemy  of 
one's  friend,  is  most  fitly  enumerated  among  one's  foes. 

OOUFLlBlr. 

From  these  two  ranks  the  heart  aside  should  wend^ 
Who  love  our  foes,  and  those  who  hate  our  Mend. 

And  hence  it  is  that  the  wise  have  said,  '  Frienda  are  of  three  kinds : 
genuine  friends,  friends  of  our  friend,  and  foes  of  our  foe.  And  enemies  too 
are  of  three  sorts :  avowed  enemies,  enemies  of  our  friend,  and  friends  of  our 
enemy.' 

OOUPLBT. 

Of  my  own  foe  my  fears  are  not  so  great, 

Ab  of  foes'  friends  and  those  who  my  friends  hate.' 

The  Crow  replied,  *  I  understand  the  drift  of  thy  discourse,  and,  praise 
be  to  God !  the  ground  of  friendship  and  rules  of  amity  have  this  day  been 
so  disposed  between  me  and  thee,  and  have  been  so  ratified,  that  I  shall 
regard  as  my  friend  whoever  is  friendly  to  thee,  and  esteem  as  my  ally  all 
who  endeavour  to  conciliate  thee,  and  whoever  unites  himself  with  thee,  it  is 
right  that  I  too  should  unite  with  him,  though  he  should  be  altogether 
hostile  to  me ;  and  whoever  separates  from  thee  it  behoves  me  to  part  from 
him,  though  he  were  altogether  akin  to  me. 


8  I  have  been  obliged  to  coin  the  word  Mife-generous,'  i,e.  *one  who  grudges  not  his  life 
for  his  friend.* 
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COUPLET. 

He  on  whose  cheek  there  is  no  mark  of  servitude  to  thee^ 
Were  he  my  sire,  yet  still  would  seem  my  foe  and  enemy. 

And  my  eager  desire  for  sincere  amity  and  my  resolve  to  prove  a  fEiithful 
friend  is  such,  that  should  I  find  any  opposition  to  thee  even  in  my  eyes  and 
tongue,  which  are  the  sentinels  of  the  body  and  the  interpreters  of  the  heart, 
I  would,  with  an  instantaneous  motion,  hurl  both  from  the  shore  of  existence 
into  the  whirlpool  of  destruction. 

00X7TLKT. 

Should  of  thy  limhs  a  single  one  he  leaguing  with  thy  foe, 

Then  think  him  douhled,  draw  two  swords  and  strike  a  double  blow.'  ^ 

The  Mouse,  emboldened  by  these  words,  advanced,  and  cordially  accosted 
the  Crow,  and  after  embracing  one  another,  they  spread  out  the  carpet  of 
rejoicing. 

HEXISTICH. 

For  pleasant  converse  now  prepare,  thy  friend  in  thy  embrace  is  fast. 
After  some  days  had  passed  in  this  manner,  and  the  Mouse,  to  the  extent  of 
his  power,  had  performed  the  rites  of  entertainment  and  the  duties  of 
hospitality,  he  said,  *  0  brother !  if  thou  wouldst  prepare  to  reside  here  and 
transport  thy  wife  and  children  to  this  place  it  would  be  an  extreme  favour, 
and  the  obligation  which  I  feel  in  my  soul  for  the  blessing  of  meeting  with 
thee  would  be  doubled,  for  this  region  in  which  my  dwelling  is,  is  a  cheerM 
spot  and  An  exhilarating  abode.'  The  Crow  replied,  '  There  is  no  question 
as  to  the  excellence  of  this  place,  the  extent  of  its  plain,  and  the  refreshing 
air.  It  is,  however,  near  the  highway,  and  close  to  the  public  road.  There 
is  ever  reason  to  expect  some  calamity  from  the  coming  and  going  of 
passengers,  and  to  anticipate  something  odious  from  the  attacks  of  travelers. 
Kow,  in  such  a  place  there  is  a  meadow,  frt)m  its  exceeding  brightness,  full  of 
light  as  the  garden  of  Paradise ;  and  from  the  clearness  of  its  atmosphere,  a 
place  of  delight  and  goodness,  like  the  orchard  of  Iram. 

VBBSB. 

Fresh  grass  npsprang  the  streamlet's  bank  beside, 
The  morning  hreese  brought  odors  from  each  bower. 

And  hyacinths  the  captive  violets  tied, 
And  lassoed  with  their  locks  each  humbler  flower. 

There  a  Tortoise,  who  is  one  of  my  friends,  has  his  home,  and  in  that  neigh- 
borhood food  is  procurable  for  me  in  abundance,  and  little  mischief  is  to  bo 
apprehended.  If  thou  art  inclined,  I  will  go  there  with  thee,  and  pass  the 
rest  of  my  life  in  ease  and  enjoyment. 

COUPLET. 

Till  round  me  buried  they  the  shroud  shall  fold, 
Think  not  that  of  thy  skirt  I'll  loose  my  hold. 

-  -      -  -  I  —  • 

^  That  is, '  Kill  your  foe,  and  cut  off  the  limb  that  sides  with  him.' 
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I  know  no  wish  equal  to  the  honor  of  having  thee  for  a  neighbor,  nor  any 
hope  brighter  than  the  happiness  of  being  with  thee.  Wherever  thou 
advancest,  like  the  sun  I  follow  thee  shadow-like,  and  through  whatever 
land  thou  passest,  shedding  thy  favors,^  I  hang  at  thy  feet  like  a  skirt,  and 
80  long  as  the  collar  of  life  does  not  fall  into  the  grasp  [of  death]  tiie 
destroyer  of  delights,  I  will  not  draw  back  my  hand  from  the  hem  of  thy 
society. 

OOTTPLBT. 

The  border  of  nnchanging  fortune  and  the  collar  too  of  hope, 

•Twere  shame  indeed  if  I  ahonld  seize  them,  and  again  should  let  them  drop. 

And  this  region  where  I  am  now  abiding  is  not  my  original  fisitherland,  but 
I  was  led  hither  without  my  willing  it;  and  my  story,  although  long, 
comprises  many  extraordinary  things,  and  whenever  our  resting-place  is 
fixed,  if  thy  illustriojos  mind  desires  it, 

HEMISTICH. 

I  mU  of  much  some  little  part  reconnt.' 

The  conversation  here  ended,  and  the  Crow  took  hold  of  the  tail  of  the  Mouse 
and  turned  in  the  desired  direction.  By  chance  a  Tortoise  was  wandering 
round  the  margin  of  the  fountain  which  was  to  be  their  permanent  residence. 
When  he  beheld  from  a  distance  the  blackness  of  the  Crow,  fear  overcame 
him,  and  he  plunged  down  in  the  water.  The  Crow  softly  deposited  the 
Mouse  frx)m  the  air  upon  the  ground,  and  called  out  to  the  Tortoise,  who, 
when  he  heard  the  familiar  voice,  came  up  from  the  water,  and  beholding 
the  tBuoe  of  his  valued  friend,  raised  to  heaven  the  exclamations  of  his  joy. 

STANZA. 

My  friend  long-lost  has  come  in  peace  again. 
And  wayward  fortune  has  its  promise  crowned. 

How  long  sit  angmshed  by  the  thorn  of  pain  ? 
To  hail  this  smiUng  rose,  let  joy  abound.' 

They  then  warmly  accosted  one  another,  and  the  Tortoise  inquired, 
Where  hast  thou  been  this  long  time  ?  and  how  earnest  thou  to  pass  this  way 
now  ?  '  '  The  Crow  then  detailed  at  length  his  own  history  from  tiie  time 
when  the  pigeons  fell  into  the  net  to  the  period  of  their  release,  and  his 
desire  to  obtain  the  friendship  of  the  Mouse,  and  his  ratifying  the  bonds  of 
amity  with  him,  down  to  his  arrival  at  his  familiar  abode.'  The  Tortoise 
having  learned  the  particulars  of  the  case,  showed  the  utmost  pleasure  at 
seeing  the  Mouse,  and  said. 


^  Lit.,  '  shaking  thy  sleeve.' 

'  Sdi  bar  ehih  muwdi  guumhtah  might,  perhaps,  also  mean  '  in  what  manner  has  thy 
time  passed?' 
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OOVPLEI. 

To  this  glad-omenod  place  thou  hast  arriyed  auspiciously. 
Well  hast  thou  come,  and  on  thee  peace  and  benediction  be ! 

My  happy  fate  drew  thee  to  these  precincts,  and  the  strength  of  my  fortnne 
raised  the  star  of  thy  heanty  above  the  horizon  of  this  neighborhood.'  The 
Mouse  said,  '  How  can  I  sufficiently  acknowledge  these  kindnesses  which 
thou  shewest  to  me  ?  and  with  what  tongue  can  I  repeat  thanks  for  the 
gracious  manner  in  which  thou  condescendest  to  encourage  me.  It  is  from 
the  burning  heat  of  the  sun  of  accidents,  that  I  have  sought  re^ige  in  the 
^flBde  of  thy  clemency,  estimating  the  acquisition  of  the  happiness  of 
communion  with  thee  as  the  goal  of  my  wishes  and  desires. 

OOUFLBT. 

It  was  fiiYor  firom  above  made  me  ask  my  way  of  thee. 
And  by  the  eternal  guidance  I  was  led  thy  face  to  see.' 

After  they  had  rested  from  the  toils  of  the  way  and  had  reposed  themselves 
in  that  abode,  which  was  a  place  of  perfect  safety : — secure  from  the  assaults 
of  the  army  of  mischief,  and  unsullied  by  the  dust  of  perturbation  of  rivals ; 
the  Crow,  turning  his  face  towards  Zfrak,  requested  that,  if  he  thought  good, 
he  would  narrate  to  the  Tortoise  the  tales  and  adventures  which  he  had 
promised  the  Crow  to  recount,  in  order  to  strengthen  the  friendship  between 
them,  and  that  they  might  derive  all  imaginable  gratification  from  the  recital. 

OOUFLBT. 

Open  thy  lips,  thy  pleasant  story  tell, 

And  our  heart's  mouth  with  sugar  fill  as  well.' 

The  Mouse,  commencing  his  story,  said  to  the  Tortoise,^  '0  brother!  my^ 
birth-place  and  native  country  was  in  a  city  of  the  country  of  Hind,  which 
they  call  I^adut ;  and  in  that  city  I  had  taken  up  my  abode  in  the  cell  of  a 
solitary  recluse,  and  in  the  comer  of  his  hermitage  had  made  a  cell  for  myself, 
and  I  had  several  mice  as  attendants,  and  every  day  the  numbers  of  my 
dependants  increased.  Now,  a  devoted  disciple  brought  every  morning  for 
the  holy  man  a  tray  of  viands,  a  small  portion  of  which  the  recluse  used  to 
take  for  his  breakfast,  and  store  up  the  rest  for  the  evening ;  while  I  used  to 
be  on  the  watch  for  his  going  out  of  the  house,  in  order  that  I  might 
immediately  leap  on  the  table,  and  after  eating  such  dainty  bits  as  I  liked, 
scatter  the  rest  among  the  other  mice.  The  holy  man  employed  many 
stratagems  to  get  rid  of  me,  but  in  vain ;  and  devised  various  schemes  to  kill 
me,  but  they  were  all  to  no  purpose ;  until  one  day  a  friend  came  as  guest  to 
the  abode  of  the  recluse.    After  they  had  finished  the  usual  salutations  and 


'  This  is  the  fifth  story  of  the  Ist.  Book  of  the  Hitopadesha,  where  the  town  is  called 
Champaka,  and  the  recluse  ChCir&-kama.  The  relator  is  there  said  to  be  Miuhika-rtllfdy 
*  king  of  mice  or  rats,'  for  the  word  miuhika  too  may  mean  either  a  mouse  or  a  rat. 
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the  requisite  repast,  and  had  spread  out  the  beneficial  table  of  discourse,  the 
recluse  inquired  of  his  guest  the  news  at  home,  and  his  destination,  and  the 
cause  of  his  journey,  and  motive  for  Ids  change  of  place.  Now,  the  stranger 
was  a  man  of  experience,  who  had  tasted  thg  sweets  and  bitters  of  fortune, 

OOVPLET. 

One  who  for  yean  had  ranged  o'er  land  and  sea, 
And  proved  the  change  of  varied  destiny. 

He  replied  to  the  recluse  in  a  pleasing  manner,  and  recounted  with  capti- 

vatrng  eloquence  what  strange  cities  and  marrelous  countries  he  had  beheld, 

and,  during  his  discourse,  the  recluse  kept  every  moment  clapping  his  hands^ 

in  order  that  the  mice  might  be  scared  by  the  sound.      The  guest  was 

annoyed  at  this  circumstance,  which  bore  tiie  appearance  of  an  indignity, 

and  enraged  at  an  action  which  was  so  removed  from  due  respect,   and 

said,  'O  zseluae !  to  clap  the  hands  when  one  is  speaking  appears  like  turning 

the  speaker  into  ridicule,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the  character  of  a  jester 

or  the  part  of  a  mocker  accords  with  thy  position,  nor  that  it  is  consistent 

with  thy  profession  to  deviate  from  the  highway  of  good  manners  towards 

Barcaum  and  jokes. 

•TAinu. 

Incline  not  then  to  mockery  and  jeers, 

For  ill  do  these  the  pious  man  befit. 
Who  always  as  a  vain  buffoon  appears, 

Will  reap  dishonor  for  his  scurril  wit.' 

The  holy  man  replied,  *  Heaven  forbid  that  the  thorn  of  jesting  should 
ever  be  fastened  in  the  skirt  of  my  condition,  and  that  the  dust  of  raillery 
should  be  mingled  with  the  atmosphere  of  the  purity  of  my  heart !  This 
action  which  thou  noticest,  is  to  drive  away  a  host  of  mice,  who  have  over- 
run the  realm  of  my  board  and  table,  and  extending  the  hand  of  plunder  and 
spoliation  to  all  that  I  store  up,  leave  not  even  a  crust  on  my  table  safe 
from  their  assaults,  nor  permit  me  to  preserve  from  their  injuries  any  food 
in  my  house. 

OOUPLST. 

Like  me  a  hundred  could  not  drive  away, 
Their  bands  descending  to  bear  off  the  prey.* 

The  g^est  asked,  '  Are  they  all  bold  and  blindly  audacious,  or  do  some 
show  more  temerity  than  others  ? '  The  recluse  answered,  '  One  of  them  is 
so  hardy  that  in  my  presence  he  will  carry  off  a  thing  from  the  board,  and 
before  my  very  eyes  will  display  his  audacity  in  plundering  my  viands.' 
The  guest  replied,  *  There  must  be  some  reason  for  his  boldness,  and  his  story 
has  a  similar  complexion  to  that  of  the  man  who  insisted  to  the  wife  of  the 
host,  that  there  must  surely  be  some  cause  why  she  should  barter  husked 
Bpsamum  on  equal  terms  for  unhusked.'  The  recluse  said,  *  If  thou  seest  fit, 
tell  me,  how  was  that  ? ' 
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STORY  IV. 

The  guest  said,  '  In  this  road^hat  I  came,  I  arrived  at  night  at  a  certain 
village  and  alighted  at  the  house  of  an  acquaintance,  and  after  supper  was 
oyer  and  we  had  done  talking,  they  spread  a  garment  for  me  to  sleep  on,  and 
I  put  on  it  a  pillow,  but  I  did  not  go  to  sleep.  My  host  went  to  his  wife, 
and  there  being  no  other  screen  between  me  and  them  than  a  mat,  I  over- 
heard their  conversation,  and  what  they  said  on  both  sides  from,  first  to  last 
reached  my  ears.  The  man  said,  '  0  wife !  I  wish  to  invite  a  party  of  the 
heads  of  the  village  to-morrow,  and  seat  them  in  the  presence  of  this  my 
respected  guest,  who  is  a  present  to  us  from  the  invisible  world,  and  prepare 
an  entertainment  for  them  suitable  to  my  position.'  The  wife  rejoined,  '  I 
am  astonished,  that  when  thou  hast  not  sufficient  in  the  house  for  the  wants 
of  thy  fEunily,  and  hast  not  the  means  of  procuring  a  diram^  to  purchase 
greens  and  salt,  thou  shouldst  still,  with  such  powerful  resources  and  ample 
means,  entertain  the  notion  of  receiving  guests !  Well,  at  least,  to-day  that 
thou  hast  the  power  to  lay  up,  make  a  store  for  the  morrow,  and  leave 
something  behind  thee  for  thy  wife  and  children,  that  after  thy  decease,  they 
may  not  be  dependant  on  any  one.'    The  husband  replied, 

00X7FLET. 

Blind  is  the  man,  who  nought  enjoying,  yet  hoards  up  hia  useless  pelf. 
But  blest  Ib  he,  who  much  bestowing,  stiU  can  expend  tua  gold  on  self. 

If  the  power  of  doing  a  kindness  and  the  ability  to  benefit  others  be 
attainable,  we  must  not  shrink  from  it,  since,  in  fact,  that  will  be  a  store  for 
the  next  world ;  and  whoever  lays  up  a  store  for  himself  in  this  world  will, 
in  the  next,  be  punished  with  the  loss  of  his  soul,  for  to  amass  and  hoard  up 
wealth  is  unblest,  and  its  consequences  disastrous,  as  was  the  case  with  that 
Wolf.'    The  wife  asked,  'How  was  that?' 

STORY  V. « 

The  man  said,  *  They  have  related  that  a  sldlM  hunter  (such  that  through 
fear  of  his  net  the  deer  was  not  stepping  forth  into  the  plain,  and  the 
mountain-goat,  through  dread  of  his  artifices  and  stratagems,  would  not  leave 
its  lair, 

OOUl^LET. 

Sharp-sighted,  fuU  of  quickness  and  address, 
Acute,  not  mild  of  heart,  but  merciless). 


'  A  sQyer  coin,  in  value  about  two  pence. 

>  This  is  the  7th.  story  of  the  Ist.  Book  of  the  Hitopadesha. 

T  2 
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had  set  a  snare,  and  a  deer  had  been  caught  in  the  net.  On  his  issuing  from 
his  place  of  concealment  and  coming  towards  the  net,  the  stag,  in  fear  for  its 
Ufe,  made  an  effort,  tore  up  the  net,  and  started  off  in  the  plain.  The 
hunter  was  ashamed,  and  fixing  an  arrow  to  his  bow,  shot  at  the  deer, 
which  fell,  and  the  hunter,  coming  up,  took  it  on  its  back  and  set  off  home. 
On  the  way  a  wild  boar  met  and  charged  the  hunter,  who  discharged 
an  arrow  at  him.  It  so  happened  that  the  deadly  arrow  transfixed  the  hog 
as  he  came  on,  and,  infuriated  by  the  pain  of  the  wound,  he  ripped  up  the 
breast  of  the  hunter  with  his  lacerating  tusk,  and  both  fell  down  dead  on  the 
spot.  In  the  midst  of  this  a  hungry  wolf  came  there,  and  saw  the  man  and 
the  hog  and  the  deer  slain.  Pleased  at  the  sight,  he  felt  himself  supplied  with 
an  abundance  of  delicacies  and  ample  means  of  support,  and  said  to  himself, 

OOUFLBT. 

'  Time  enow  must  pass  ere  we,  Such  good  cheer  again  can  see. 

This  is  the  time  for  reflection  and  consideration,  and  the  season  for  amassing 
and  laying  up  a  store,  for  to  be  remiss  here  would  be  opposed  to  all 
prudence  and  forethought,  while  if  I  am  profuse,  I  should  be  censurable  for 
folly  and  carelessness.  I  consider  my  advisable  course  and  that  mo6t 
beneficial  to  be  this,  that  I  should  consume  for  to-day's  meal,  the  bow- 
string, and  not  string  the  bow  of  wasteful  expenditure  and  impropriety,  and 
placing  this  fresh  meat  in  a  retired  spot,  each  day  impel  the  arrow  of  desire 
to  the  target  of  my  wish,  and  conveying  these  treasures  to  a  comer,  make  a 
magazine  for  hardness  of  times  and  times  of  hardship.   For  the  wise  have  said, 

VS&BE. 

Consume  not  all,  or  thon  mayest,  long,  for  more 
Stand  waiting  ;  want  ill  suits  the  hoary  head. 

Part  use,  and,  of  thy  goods,  part  place  in  store, 
Nor  at  one  swoop  let  all  be  lavished.' 

The  Wolf  from  excessive  greediness  turned  towards  the  bow-string  and  began 
to  gnaw  it,  and  at  a  single  motion  of  his  teeth  it  broke  asunder.  The  moment 
the  string  snapped,  the  horns  of  the  bow  struck  him  on  the  heart,  and  he 
instantaneously  gave  up  the  ghost. 

HEKISTICR. 

Untasted,  all'were  left,  and  he,  too,  died. 

And  the  moral  of  this  story  is,  that  greediness  in  amassing  wealth  and 
the  being  swayed  by  distant  hopes  to  lay  up  stores,  has  disastrous  results 
and  fatal  consequences. 

OOUPLBT. 

Eat  what  thou  hast  to  day,  nor  for  the  coming  future  vainly  care, 

For  when  the  morrow  comes,  he  sure  the  morrow*s  bread  will,  too,  be  there. 
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All !  what  a  hapless  band  are  they  who,  from  their  earliest  years  painfully 
aecumulate  worldly  gear  and  resign  it  at  the  close  of  life  with  infinite 
anguish. 

STANZA. 

How  long  wilt  thou  amass  ?  good  sir,  reflect ! 

Thou  wilt  be  soon  of  all  by  death  bereft. 
Though  K&rtin'B  riches  e'en  thon  couldst  collect, 

Thy  greedy  pangs  would  stiU  the  same  be  left : 
Light  not  then  flames  from  which  none  can  themselyes  protect.' 

When  the  wife  of  the  host  heard  these  words,  which  bore  the  stamp  of 
wisdom,  and  a  happy  inspiration  had  whispered  in  her  listening  ear  the 
glad  tidings  that,  *  Sustenance  is  with  Ood,  she  adopted  a  gentle  tone,  and 
said,  '  0  dear  one !  I  have  stored  up  in  the  house  a  little  rice  sesamum  for 
the  children ;  and  now  that  it  has  been  disclosed  to  me  that  storing  up  is 
unlucky,  I  will,  to-morrow  morning,  prepare  a  meal  sufficient  for  ten 
persons.  Do  thou  invite  whom  thou  wilt,  and  make  whomsoever  thou 
desirest,  thy  guests.' 

C0T7TLBT. 

Next  morning,  when  the  glittering  orb  of  day 
Washed  from  its  eyes  the  dust  of  sleep  away. 

The  wife  husked  the  sesamum  and  placed  it  in  the  sun,  and  enjoined  her 
husband  to  keep  a  good  watch  till  the  grain  was  dry,  lest  the  birds  should 
carry  away  some  of  it ;  and  she  herself  turned  to  some  other  business.  Sleep 
overcame  the  husband ;  and  a  dog  came  up  and  touched  the  grain  with  his 
mouth.  The  wife  observing  this,  was  too  disgusted  to  think  of  preparing  a 
dish  from  it,  and  therefore  taking  it  up,  set  off  for  the  baz4r.  I,  too,  having 
some  necessary  business  in  the  b4z4r,  was  going  along  behind  her.  I  saw  her 
go  to  the  shop  of  one  that  sold  grain,  and  she  wanted  to  barter  her  sesamum  for 
unhusked  grain  of  the  same  description,  measure  for  measure.^  The  man 
made  a  great  outcry,  saying,  *  0  woman !  surely  there  is  some  trick  here, 
that  thou  shouldest  wish  to  barter  on  equal  terms  sesamum  which  has  been 
cleaned  from  the  husk  for  that  which  is  still  in  the  husk.' 

And  I  have  told  this  story  because  that  I,  too,  am  of  opinion  that  the  said 
bold  mouse  has  so  much  strength  and  hardihood,  and  courage,  from  the  place  of 
its  abode ;  and  the  probability  is  that  it  has  a  treasure  of  coin  in  its  house, 
sustained  by  which  it  exhibits  all  this  prowess;  and  if  the  plant  of  its 
condition  should  meet  with  the  autumn  of  poverty,  this  freshness  and  vigor 
would  not  be  evinced  in  the  coppice  of  its  actions.  For  they  have  said,  '  He 
who  is  moneyless  is  like  a  bird  that  is  wingless  and  featherless.' 


*  Lit.  Ud^a  for  »d*a*     The  «a"a  is  a  dry  measure  of  the  largest  description,  containing 
4  mudds,  and  each  mudd  =  1^  ritl. 


278  AirYA.B-1  SUHAIIii;     or,    the  lights  of  CAirOFUB. 

QUATRAIN. 

Sit  not  sapine,  deToid  of  gold — ^the  quest  of  gold  u  gloriouB  pleasure : 
Gold  has  a  worth,  which  high  and  low  and  all  admit,  but  none  can  measure. 
'  Better,'  they  say,  *  to  haye  firee  choice  than  to  possess  a  golden  treasure ; 
But  hearken  not,  for  gold  bestows  an  unconstraint,  which  none  can  measure.^ 

And  I  feel  convinced  that  the  strength  of  this  mouse  springs  from  gold. 
Bring  a  mattock  that  I  may  demolish  his  hole,  and  see  how  the  matter  ends.' 
The  recluse  immediately  brought  a  mattock,  and  I  at  that  moment  was  in 
another  hole  and  heard  what  they  were  doing.  I^ow  in  my  abode  there 
were  a  thousand  gold  dinars,  on  which  I  used  to  roll«  and  my  mind  rose 
from  one  ecstacy  to  another  at  the  sight  of  them.  In  short,  the  cheerMness 
of  my  heart  and  my  peace  of  mind  were  dependant  on  that  gold.  Whenever  I 
called  it  to  remembrance,  I  experienced  a  gush  of  pleasure  in  my  bosom,  and 
exultation  and  delight  made  themselves  felt  in  my  heart.  The  stranger  dug 
up  the  ground  untU.  he  reached  the  gold,  and  what  saw  he  then  ? 

VERSE. 

Coins  gaily  smiling  with  their  sunny  fanceB  fisdr, 

Than  Jamshid's  lustrous  cup  they  seemed  more  bright : 
So  handsome  they,  and  florid,  with  an  impress  rare ; 

Dear — ^not  to  be  rejected,  nor  too  light. 
He  breathed  on  them  and  bound  his  breath  of  silver  there. 

Anon  his  fingers  poised  their  loveliness : 
They  the  true  key  to  ope  time's  difficulties  were. 

And  cheer  at  once  the  bosom  of  distress. 

'  This,'  said  he  to  the  recluse,  '  is  the  source  of  the  courage  of  that  Mouse 
and  that  which  adorns  his  vigor;  for  wealth  polishes  the  intellect  and 
supports  the  strength,  and  hereaJPter  he  wiU  not  venture  on  thy  table  nor 
attack  thy  loaf  and  viands.'  I  overheard  these  words  and  perceived  the 
tokens  of  debility  and  feebleness,  and  the  marks  of  amazement  and  pusilla- 
nimity in  myself,  and  felt  compelled  to  desert  that  hole.  The  instant,  too, 
that  tlds  unforeseen  calamity  overtook  me,  and  this  frightful  accident 
descended  on  my  dwelling,  I  beheld  that  my  dignity  waned  in  the  minds  of 
the  mice,  and  that  a  prodigious  change  took  place  in  their  wonted  respect  and 
reverence.  The  flame  of  my  friends'  sympathies  was  quenched,  and  the  pure 
fountain  of  their  allegiance  and  submission  was  discolored  with  the  dust  of 
denial  and  disobedience. 


^  The  literal  translation  of  these  very  difficult  lines  is  as  follows : — 

'  Without  gold  sit  not,  for  the  busiuess  of  gold  has  gold 
Before  all  the  credit  of  «)ld  has  gold. 
They  say  that  choice  is  oetter  than  gold ; 
Hearken  not  thou,  for  the  choice  of  gold  has  g^ld.' 

If  any  one  dislikes  my  firee  translation  he  is  welcome  to  the  above. 
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QUATRAIN. 

Fidelity  and  loye  desert  each  heart, 

The  heliotrope  is  from  my  garden  reft. 
Gold  did  a  hundred  means  of  life  impart, 

The  gold  is  gone,  nor  means,  nor  life,  is  left. 

The  mice  who  suhsisted  on  my  leavings,  and  devoured  the  scraps  from  the 
table  of  my  bounty,  and  gleaned  the  harvest  of  my  gifts,  still  expected  my 
favors,  and  longed  for  my  entertainments  as  before.  When  they  failed  to 
realize  from  me  their  wishes,  they  desisted  from  obeying  and  following  me, 
and  disavowing  all  feelings  of  loyalty  and  submission,  loosed  their  tongues 
to  censure  and  upbraid  me ;  and  deserting  my  society  went  over  to  my 
enemies  and  those  who  rebelled  against  my  authority. 

YBBSB. 

From  heaven  when  blindness  darUy  on  me  fell, 
I  found  foU  many  a  knaye  then  meet  my  sight. 

'Twas  they  who  used  my  retinae  to  swell, 
To  dog  my  steps  and  play  the  parasite. 

And  it  is  a  well-known  proverb,  '  When  the  finances  decrease,  dignity  is 
lowered,^ — ^when  our  wealth  ends,  we  lose  our  friends.  And  the  man  who 
19  empty-handed  and  poor  will  be  sure  to  fail,  seek  what  he  wiU,  and 
the  wish  which  springs  up  from  his  heart's  core  wiU  not  be  attained ;  like 
rain-water  which  collects  in  summer  and  cannot  reach  the  sea  nor  unite 
with  the  streams,  but,  destitute  of  support,  is  frittered  away  in  the  valleys,  and 
arrives  nowhere.  And  the  wise  have  said,  '  He  who  has  no  brother  is  poor 
wherever  he  happen  to  be ;  and  he  who  has  no  child,  his  memory  is  obliterated 
from  the  page  of  time :  and  whoever  is  indolent  and  without  supplies  will 
receive  no  sympathies  from  his  friends — or  rather  the  empty-handed  have  no 
friends  at  all :  for  whenever  a  man  has  himself  come  to  want,  the  parties  who, 
like  the  Pleiades,  formed  the  group  of  his  society,  wOl,  like  the  daughters  of 
the  Bier  ^  become  scattered,  inasmuch  as  the  friendship  of  the  base  and  sordid 
is  controlled  by  sensual  motives  and  worldly  advantages. 

YEBSB. 

Long  as  the  cheer  which  they  consume,  will  last, 

Like  wasps  they  hover  round  with  busy  hum. 
But  once  thy  mansion  has  to  ruin  past, 

Empty  as  rebec-case  thy  purse  become. 
Aside  thy  friendship  and  thy  love  they  cast. 

In  truth  that  friendship  was  an  idle  dream. 
Not  friends  in  them  but  market  curs  thou  hast, 

Who  than  their  friend  a  bone  more  precious  deem. 


*  The  stars  in  the  constellation  of  the  Bear  are  so  called.  What  we  have  chosen  to 
compare  to  a  bear,  the  Orientals  compare  with  a  coffin.  From  the  scattered  appearance  of 
these  stars  they  are  contrasted  with  the  I'leiadcs,  which  appear  to  form  a  compact  cluster. 
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It  is  related  that  they  asked  a  g^reat  personage,  how  many  friends  he  had  ? 
He  replied,  '  I  know  not,  for  I  have  a  fortunate  destiny,  and  an  abnndanoe  of 
wealth  and  property,  and  every  one  professes  to  be  my  Mend,  and  makes  a 
boast  of  his  regard  and  attachment.  If,  which  Gbd  forbid !  the  dust  of 
adversity  should  blind  the  eye  of  fortune,  I  should  presently  know  who  is 
my  Mend,  and  who  my  enemy.'  An  ally  may  be  known  in  the  time  of 
disaster,  and  a  Mend  may  be  distinguished  from  a  foe  in  a  period  of  trouble. 

OOUPLBT. 

When  fickle  fortune  does  a  man  forsake, 

Wife,  friends,  and  children  too,  their  leaye  will  take.' 

And  it  is  also  recorded  in  the  elegant  pages  of  the  wise,  that  they  asked  an 
eminent  personage,  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  avidity  which  people 
showed  for  the  Mendship  of  one  possessed  of  wealth.  He  replied,  '  Biches 
are  men's  idol ;  whoever  has  them,  men  respect  him,  and  as  soon  as  he  loses 
them,  they  cease  to  congregate  about  him.' 

QUATRAIN. 

When  the  rose  her  skirt  of  gold  showed  in  the  parterre, 

With  a  thousand  songs  the  nightingale  her  praises  did  proclaim. 

But,  alas !  her  leayes  were  soon  scattered  to  the  air, 

And  then  no  more  did  any  hear  from  the  nightingale  her  name. 

At  this  crisis  one  of  the  mice  who  used  to  glory  in  my  service,  and  to  esteem 
one  moment  of  my  company  as  a  fund  of  eternal  happiness,  and  who  was 
perpetually  setting  forth  his  fidelity  and  sincerity  in  the  path  of  Mendship, 
in  the  following  strain, 

OOUPLET. 

So  constant  is  my  love,  that  if  a  sword  my  head  should  smite. 
Unmoved,  I'd  like  a  taper  stand,  which  bums  ^  with  steady  light, 

passed  me  by  as  if  I  were  a  stranger,  and  took  not  the  slightest  notice  of  me. 
I  called  him  to  me  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

'  Passing,  thou  payest  no  regard  to  me. 
Ne'er  was  the  unpropped  cypress  half  so  free.' 

What,  I  pray,  has  come  to  thee,  and  whither  is  all  that  affection  and  tender 
feeling,  of  which,  thou  didst  make  such  a  display,  gone  ? '  The  mouse 
M)wned,  and  said  with  the  utmost  possible  rudeness,  'What  a  simpleton 
thou  art!  men  don't  serve  one  for  nothing,  nor  do  they  wait  on  any  one 
without  a  motive.  At  the  time  when  thou  hadst  money  and  wast  generous, 
we  were  all  thy  servants.  Now  thou  hast  become  indigent,  and  the  wise 
say  that  just  as  an  indigent  man  has  no  share  in  the  pleasures  of  this  world, 


^  *  That  is,  'after  it  is  cut  or  snuffed.'    Such  is,  I  suppose,  the  point  of  resemblance  in 
this  very  forced  and  meaningless  comparison. 

'^  The  cypress  is  always  called  the  free,  as  being  free  from  curvature,  or  too  straight  to 
require  a  prop. 
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SO  it  is  not  improbable  that  he  may  be  excluded  from  the  rewards  of  the 
next  [according  as  it  is  said],  *  Poverty  falls  very  little  short  of  heeoming^ 
infidelity,^  The  reason  is^that  a  man  rendered  desperate  on  accoant  of  food 
for  himself  and  the  maintenance  of  his  family,  may  seek  to  support  himself 
by  unlawM  means,  and  the  consequence  may  be  his  disgrace  and  punish- 
ment in  the  next  world;  and  as  in  this  life  he  succumbs  to  the  distress  of 
penury,  so  hereafter  he  may  be  shut  up  and  incarcerated  in  the  prison  of 
eternal  woe. 

HHIOBTICH. 

like  a  fidae  dfuresk,  worldless,  fidthletB  he ! 

'  The  lose  of  this  world  and  of  the  next,  that  ia  a  lose  indeed.^  ^  Wherefore  if 
we  forbear  to  associate  with,  and  shun  the  converse  o^  one  who  has  lost  his 
worldly  wealth,  and  whose  reward  in  the  next  world  is  doubtful,  we  may  be 
held  excusable.'  I  said,  '  Cease  talking  thus,  for  the  fakir  is  a  king,  since 
they  have  placed  on  the  head  of  his  excellence,  the  crown,  '  Poverty  is  my 
ghryy^  and  have  spread  over  the  shoulders  of  his  nobility,  the  scarf,  '  The 
fMr  hoe  no  wants,* 

^  DISnCHS. 

AboTe  thy  ken  the  darresh-caQin^  lies, 
Look  not  on  danreshes  with  careless  eyes. 
Their  calling  is  life's  loftiest  story ;  they 
From  all  mankind  ha^e  hone  the  palm  away. 

C0X7PLBT. 

AU  else  4s  accident    Poverty  is 

Essence,    Disease  aU  slss  :  ksaUh  nought  sans  this,  * 

Wherefore,  why  dost  thou  decry  poverty  ?  and  with  what  reason  dost  thou 
shew  aversion  to  the  darvesh  ? '  The  mouse  replied,  '  Alack !  what  relation 
has  this  penury  and  distress  of  thine  with  the  poverty  extoUed  by  the 
prophets  and  lauded  by  the  saints.  That  poverty  implies  that  the  traveler  on 
the  road  of  truth  refuses  to  accept  any  particle  of  the  wealth  of  this  world  or 
of  a  future  state.^    He  abnegates  all  to  secure  all,  *  None  arrives  at  the  total 


^  Literally,  '  that  it  should  hecome.'  The  same  proverb  is  quoted  in  the  *  GuUst&n,' 
p.  250  of  the  translation,  ch.  vii.,  st.  zix.,  where  1  have  rendered  it  somewhat  more  freely. 

2  Litendly,  *  a  palpable  loss.' 

3  This  sayinff  of  the  Prophet  is  likewise  quoted  in  the  passage  of  the  '  6ulist6n '  cited 
aboTe :  p.  249  of  my  Translation. 

^  Jauhar  is  the  logical  term  for  '  essence/  'arz^  for  '  accident.'  Man's  original  state  is 
that  of  the  naked  savage  .  civilization  famishes  him  with  raiment,  etc.,  but  wese  are  mere 
'  accidents,'  of  which  he  is  despoiled  hy  death. 

'  I  should  be  glad  to  strike  out  the  words  sarmdyah-i  dJkhiratf  did  the  MSS.  allow  it. 
They  completely  mar  the  sense.  Pious  men  do  not  decline  the  means  of  happiness  iu  the 
next  world ;  on  the  contrary,  they  refuse  to  be  rich,  because  riches  impede  their  prospect  of 
happiness  in  the  next  world.  This  is  so  obvious,  that  it  is  a  wonder  how  these  words 
couM  have  heen  foisted  in.  Tet  some  will  perhaps  think  that  an  exaggerated  spirituality 
is  here  intended,  in  which  even  the  rewards  of  heaven  are  slighted,  and  the  pilgrim  so 
entirely  abnegates  self,  that  he  does  not  even  think  of  his  condition  in  the  world  to  come ! 
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90/0$  he  who  has  severed  himself  from  the  total,*    That  poverty  is  displayed  in 

the  darvesh;  this  of  thine  in  the  beggar.    A  beggar  is  one  thing  and  a 

•  

darvesh  another.  The  darvesh  is  he  who  voluntarily  forsakes  the  world, 
and  the  beggar  he  whom  the  world  forsakes. 

DISTICH8. 

A  land^fiflk  is  tbe  begging  darTesk.    He, 
In  shape  of  fish,  yet  skudders  at  the  sea. 
The  true  fakir  is  not  on  morsels  fed, 
GiTe  not  thy  incense-offering  to  the  dead.* 

The  saying,  *  Poverty  is  a  treasure  of  the  treasures  of  Gody  is  one  of  the 
mysteries  of  the  true  Unitarian  faith,  and  the  very  essence  of  spirituality  and 
of  the  glorification  of  God,  and  the  water  of  the  fountain  of  the  abnegation 
of  self,  which  washes  off  the  dust  of  worldly  entanglements  from  the  face  of 
the  pure  soul ;  and  it  is  a  robe  of  honor  from  the  treasury  of  solitary  devotion 
with  which  the  hand  of  omnipotence  arrays  the  purified  spirit.  The  true 
poverty  is  the  divine  alchymy,'  and  its  mystery  is  not  to  be  comprehended 
in  the  circle  of  description  either  by  the  lips  or  the  pen. 

QVAT&AIN.  . 

Forsake  Ms  life,  this  must  the  darresh  do 

As  his  first  step,  and  then  sorrender  all. 
With  life  forsaken,  all  things  yielded  too ; 

Thus  freed,  he  must  again  himself  enthral. 

But  darveshes,  who  are  so  in  mere  outward  appearance  and  want,  are  the 
roots  of  all  evil,  and  the  means  of  incurring  the  enmity  of  mankind,  and  of 
removing  all  modesty  and  shame.  They  subvert  the  foundation  of  courtesy 
and  are  the  sum  of  evil  and  calamity,  and  cut  off  all  strength  and  honor, 
and  originate  meanness  and  disgrace.  And  whoever  is  a  prisoner  in  the 
circle  of  want  must  necessarily  tear  off  the  veil  of  modesty;  and  when 
the  inscription,  '  Modesty  is  a  part  of  faith,*  is  erased  frt)m  the  page  of  his 
condition,  life  becomes  disgusting  to  him,  and  he  is  overtaken  by  trouble  and 
distress,  and  the  guest  of  comfort  removes  his  effects  from  the  area  of  his 
breast,  and  the  army  of  grief  overruns  the  territory  of  his  nature.  The  taper 
of  his  intellect  continues  without  light,  and  his  understanding  and  ingenuity 
and  memory  and  sagacity  begin  to  decline.  The  advantages  of  right  counsel 
yield  in  his  case  injurious  results.  In  spite  of  his  uprightness  he  becomes 
exposed  to  the  calumnious  imputation  of  treason.     The  good  opinion  which 


1  The  dartesh-i  ndn  is  he  who  is  a  danresh  for  the  sake  of  the  «a«,  *the  loaf,' — as  wc  say. 
*  for  the  loaves  and  fishes.'  The  meaning  of  the  last  two  lines  is :  *  Tlierc  is  a  poverty 
which  feeds  on  scraps  and  aims  at  nothing  else.  The  true  poverty  disregards  everything  but 
pious  contemplation.  Yet  the  worldly  man  can  as  little  understand  these  spiritual  things  as 
a  corpse  can  inhale  incense.' 

*  Lit.,  *  The  ])hilosopher'8  stone  of  *  Bo '  and  it  was.'  This  latter  phrase  is  applied  to  the 
Deity,  as  dcscriptiye  of  .His  Omnipotent  power. 
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his  Mends  have  of  him  is  reversed,  and  if  another  commits  a  crime  the  guilt 
19  transferred  to  him.  Whatever  he  does  or  says  is  harmM  to  him,  and 
every  quality  for  which  they  laud  and  panegyrize  a  rich  man  is  a  cause  of 
reproach  and  rebuke  to  a  poor  man.  Thus,  for  example,  if  a  poor  man  shew 
boldness,  they  ascribe  it  to  rashness ;  and  if  he  choose  to  be  liberal,  they  call 
it  extravagance;  and  if  he  try  to  be  mild,  they  accoimt  it  weakness  and 
want  of  spirit ;  and  if  he  adopt  a  grave  demeanour,  they  call  hirn  sluggish 
and  torpid;  while,  if  he  display  eloquence  and  oratorical  powers,  they 
designate  him  as  loquacious;  or  if  he  betake  himself  to  the  security  of 
silence,  they  speak  of  him  as  a  painting  in  a  bagnio ;  and  if  he  make  choice 
of  the  comer  of  retirement,  they  find  that  it  is  owing  to  madness;  but 
should  he  meet  them  with  hilarity  and  sociability,  they  think  it  akin  to  low 
humor  and  bufifoonery.  If  he  be  careful  in  his  food  and  dress,  they  call  him 
self-indulgent;  and  if  he  content  himself  with  a  rag  and  a  scrap,  they 
regard  him  as  a  miserable,  poverty-stricken  wretch.  If  he  reside  in  one 
place,  he  is  raw  and  ignorant  of  the  world ;  and  if  he  desire  to  travel,  he  is 
then  a  vagabond  and  ill-starred.  If  he  pass  his  life  in  celibacy,  he  is  one 
who  neglects  the  injunctions  of  the  law ;  and  if  he  marry,  they  term  him 
sensual  and  a  slave  to  his  appetites.  In  short,  an  indigent  man  is  repudiated 
and  utterly  vile  in  the  opinion  of  people  of  the  world;  and  if,  together 
with  this  condition  of  penury,  they  observe  him  trying  for  anything,  then, 
merciful  Heaven !  hatred  of  him  takes  fast^hold  of  their  minds,  and  without 
aiding  any  of  his  necessities,  they  are  all  annoyed  with  him.  And  every 
distress  which  befalls  men  has  its  origin  in  desire  [according  to  the  saying], 
*  Whoever  desires  becomes  vile.* 

HEMISTICH. 

From  want  springs  baseness,  honor  from  content/ 

When  my  Mend  had  recited  tlus  discourse,  I  said,  '  Thou  speakest  the  truth, 
and  I  had  heard  that  if  any  one  be  overtaken  by  sickness  to  such  a  degree 
that  all  hope  of  convalescence  is  cut  off;  or  be  involved  in  calamitous  separation 
of  such  a  nature  that  it  is  a  vain  idea  to  anticipate  re-union,  or  ML  into 
exile  which  admits  not  of  return  nor  affords  the  means  of  residence,  even 
these  are  more  easy  to  bear  than  penury  and  indigence ;  and  I  now  see  with 
my  own  eyes  that  tlus  saying  proceeded  from  the  fountain  of  wisdom,  and 
that  the  speaker  of  it  delivered  his  sentiments  from  experience. 

QUATRAIN. 

The  world  no  greater  ill  than  want  can  show ; 

The  needy  wins  no  solace  for  his  grief: 
The  victim  of  distressful  want  and  woe 

Must  die  ;  for  poverty  finds  no  relief. 

And  of  the  evils  of  want,  this  is  sufficient, — ^the  being  compelled  to  ask  men  for 
anything,  and  to  b^  for  subsistence  from  such  a  one  as  oneself;  and  death  is  in 
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every  way  preferable  to  poverty  and  mendicity,  since  to  put  one's  hand  into 
the  mouth  of  a  venomous  serpent,  and  to  take  deadly  poison  for  one's  food, 
and  to  snatch  away  his  mouthful  from  a  hungry  lion,  and  to  lodge  with  a 
furious  tiger,  is  less  grievous  than  to  carry  one's  distresses  to  the  stingy,  and 
to  endure  the  disgrace  of  begging ;  for  they  have  said,  '  The  pleasure  of  a  gift 
does  not  compensate  for  the  pain  of  asking,  and  the  sweets  of  office  do  not 
pay  for  the  distress  of  removal ; '  and  an  eminent  personage  has  said, 

VBBSB. 

Four  things  at  first  to  great  adyantage  tend, 
Tet  are  not  worth  four  others  in  the  end. 
life  is  not  worth  the  woe  of  dying ;  nor 
Will  office  make  thee  compensation  for 
The  shame  of  thy  displacement ;  sin  weighs  not 
Bemorse ;  nor  can  alms  gUd  the  beggar's  lot.' 

I  then  turned  away  from  that  mouse  and  hastened  again  to  the  mouth  of  my 
hole.  There  I  beheld  the  recluse  and  his  guest  dividing  the  gold,  and  the  former 
having  put  his  share  into  a  purse,  placed  it  under  his  pillow.  An  unlucky 
covetousness  began  to  tempt  me,  while  I  reflected  that,  '  Could  I  regain  a 
portion  of  that  gold,  my  stout-heartedness  and  cheerfulness  would  return  a 
second  time,  and  my  friends  and  brethren  would  seek  my  service  with 
eagerness,  and  my  court  would  be  restored  and  my  assembly  adorned.' 
Busied  with  these  thoughts  I  waited  only  till  they  lay  down  for  the  night. 
I  then  stealthily  approached  the  pillow  of  the  recluse.  Now  his  guest  was  a 
man  of  experience,  and  keeping  awake  employed  his  eyes  in  watching  at  that 
crisis,  and  was  in  expectation  of  what  I  was  going  to  do.  He  gave  me  such 
a  blow  on  my  foot  with  his  stick,  that  I  turned  back  stricken  down  with  the 
pain  of  it,  and,  trailing  my  leg,  crept  into  my  hole.  I  waited  just  long 
enough  to  let  the  pain  subside  a  littie  and  I  came  out  a  second  time  with  the 
same  covetous  intent.  This  time  the  guest  smote  me  such  a  blow  on  the 
crown  of  my  head  that  I  was  stupifled  and  was  compelled  to  employ  all  my 
invention  to  throw  myself  into  my  hole,  where  I  lay  senseless,  and  the  pain 
of  that  woimd  gave  me  a  disgust  to  worldly  wealth,  and  I  forgot  my  poverty 
and  hunger. 

COUPLET. 

Why  should  one  wail  the  want  of  wealth } 
Since  there  is  treasure  infinite  in  health. 

And  I  now  learned  of  a  certainty  that  covetousness  is  the  vanguard  of  all 
calamities  and  the  vidette  of  all  distresses.  Until  the  bird  of  greediness 
carries  off  the  grain,  its  neck  is  not  encompassed  by  the  collar  of  the  net,  and 
until  man  binds  up  the  waist  of  covetousness,  the  robe  of  his  honor  is  not 
exchanged  for  the  sack-cloth  of  disgrace.  Whoever  undertakes  a  journey  by 
sea  or  submits  to  any  imnecessary  risk,  is  guided  by  covetousness,  and  from 
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the  d&rkness  of  greed,  the  dost  of  abasement  settlee  on  the  page  of  the 
countenance  of  the  pious,  and  the  levity  of  covetous  desires  reduces  the 
weight  of  the  eminent  in  the  scale  of  respect. 

STANZA. 

0  brother !  be  not  coTetous,  for  this 

The  cause  of  man's  disgrace  and  rain  is. 

List  to  this  short  adrice,  if  thou  wonld'st  fiun 

From  life  its  vintage  of  delights  obtain. 

'  O'er  thine  own  feet  contentment's  border  fold, 

And  thy  desire  from  others'  wealth  withhold.' 

Strangely  do  they  act  who  seek  for  happiness  in  abundance  of  wealth  and 
know  not  that  a  little  of  it  affords  comfort ;  and  who  look  for  enjoyment  in 
amassing  riches,  and  do  not  perceive  that  by  giving  it  all  up  they  might 
arrive  at  a  higher  pre-eminence. 

OOUFLST. 

Who  tear  their  hearts  from  worldly  things  the  sole  tnie  honor  find. 
And  they  have  peace  who  from  its  gauds  and  show  withdraw  their  mind. 

Wherefore,  from  this  event,  my  state  came  to  this,  that  I  tore  up  by  the 
roots  the  plant  of  desire  from  the  soil  of  my  heart,  and  culled  the  fruits  of 
contentment  from  the  orchard  of  acquiescence,  and  cheerfrdly  submitted  to 
the  Divine  WOl,  and  bowed  down  my  head  to  the  writing  of  destiny,  and 
said  to  mywlf,  'The  world,  by  the  contents  of  these  calamities  and  dis- 
tresses, supplies  a  sample  of  its  qualities  and  defects.  There  is  no  mansion 
in  which  the  mark  of  its  deceit  and  perfidy  is  not  found,  nor  is  there  a  palace 
on  the  inscription  of  which  the  sign  of  its  assault  is  not  impressed.  Whom 
did  it  ever  elevate  that  it  did  not  afterwards  cast  down  ?  and  where  did  it 
plant  a  sapling  which  it  did  not  afterwards  tear  up  ?  to  whom  did  it  shew 
favor  and  not  in  the  end  drink  his  blood }  or  to  whom  did  it  open  the  door 
of  fortune  and  not  subsequently  bring  up  a  thousand  troubles  ? 

STANZA. 

This  world,  like  to  a  spouse  unchaste  and  base, 

Bid  ne'er  yield  joy  to  those  who  with  her  wed ; 
None  on  her  throne's  ascent  their  footsteps  place. 

But  feel  her  trenchant  sabre  on  their  head. 

Such  fidthlessness  deserves  not  that  we  toil  for  it,  or  grieve  for  its  presence  or 
absence,  or  for  its  loss  or  gain. 

OOTTPLET. 

Upon  this  world  the  value  of  our  tears  we  should  not  set, 
Nor  for  its  losses  or  its  gains  should  suffer  vain  regret.' 

After  these  reflections  I  migrated  from  the  house  of  the  recluse  to  the 
waste,  and  there  was  a  pigeon  which  had  a  friendship  for  me,  and  through 
its  love  and  attachment  arose  my  companionship  with  the  Crow,  and  the 
latter  related  to  me  the  account  of  thy  courtesy  and  kindness,  and  so  the 
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zephyr  of  thy  good  qtialitieB  reached  me  from  the  flower-garden  of  his 
conversation ;  and  the  mention  of  thy  virtnes  and  high  endowments  led  me 
to  seek  thee  with  earnestness  and  sincerity;  and  I  formed  the  wish  of 
obtaining,  by  the  happiness  of  a  meetings  the  advantage  of  thy  friendship. 
And  I  shrink  fr^m  the  horror  of  loneliness,  for  solitude  is  a  hard  thing,  and 
the  terror  of  friendlessness  a  difficult  matter,  and  there  is  no  pleasure  in  the 
world  like  the  companionship  of  friends,  nor  can  any  grief  compare  with 
separation  from  one's  allies  and  removal  from  those  who  sympathise  with  us. 
And,  thanks  be  to  God  Most  High!  the  rose  of  happiness  has  begun  to 
bloom  from  the  heart-rending  thorn  of  adversity,  and  the  dark-visaged  night 
of  distress  has  been  exchanged  for  the  serene  world-adorning  morning  of 
repose. 

VBBfiB. 

The  day  of  parting  and  the  night  of  absence  now  is  paat ; 
'T  is  o'er,  my  eril  star  has  set,  for  well  the  lot  I  cast ; 
The  mom  of  hope  which  did  behind  the  future's  cnrtain  at ; 
Bid  it  come  forth,  for  gloomy  night  at  length  its  place  must  quit. 

This  is  my  history  which  I  have  fully  recounted,  and  now  I  have  come  to  be 

thy  neighbour,  and  hope  for  thy  friendship  and  alliance. 

00X7PLBT. 

It  would  befit  thee  with  the  file  of  thy  kind  gentleness, 

To  free  the  mirror  of  my  mind  from  the  rust-stains  of  distress.' 

When  the  Tortoise  had  heard  this  narrative,  he  spread  the  carpet  of 
courtesy,  and  laying  the  foundation-stone  of  afiGEibility,  said, 

0017PLBT. 

'  The  house  that  opes  its  gate  to  guests  like  thee. 
The  nest  of  HeaTen's  phoenix  there  will  be. 

What  happiness  can  be  weighed  against  the  honor  of  having  thee  for  a 
neighbor  ?  and  what  gladness  can  compare  with  the  joy  of  thy  ^  society  ?  and 
even  as  thou  art  hoping  for  my  aid  and  amity,  so  I  too  look  to  and  plume 
myself  upon  thy  love  and  companionship  ;  and  as  long  as  the  lamp  of  life  bums 
on  I  will,  moth-like,  sport  round  the  taper  of  thy  beauty. 

COUPLET. 

Mote-like,  I  sun  myself  in  thy  loye's  ray, 

No  sword  from  thee  could  smite  my  arms  away. 

And  in  this  true  history  which  thou  hast  recounted,  a  variety  of  experiences 
and  abundant  lessons  are  contained,  and  by  means  of  those  experiments  it 
is  made  clear  that  the  man  of  sense  should  be  satisfied  with  a  very  little  of 
the  rubbish  of  this  world,  and  ought  to  be  content  with  just  enough  to 
obviate  the  necessity  of   begging;   for  whoever  longs  for  aught  beyond 


*  The  printed  edition  here  repeats  mtffdwarai  from  the  preceding  sentence,  by  a  mistake 
for  muwdsalat. 
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requisite  lodging  and  food,  steps  beyond  the  limits  of  justice,  and  this 
injustice  plunges  him  bewildered  into  the  labyrinth  of  calamity  and  the 
wilderness  of  peril ;  and  he  meets  with  what  befell  that  greedy  Cat.'  The 
Mouse  inquired,  '  How  was  that  ?' 

STOEY  VI. 

The  Tortoise  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  person  had  a  Cat,  and 
assigned  to  it  as  its  daily  portion  just  so  much  flesh  as  might  quench  the  flame 
of  hunger ;  but  from  the  animal  propensities  which  prevailed  over  the  temper 
of  that  inconsiderate  creature,  it  failed  to  be  content  with  its  lot. 

COUPLET. 

Friend !  let  thy  life  in  cheerM  want  be  spent. 
From  greed  spring  troubles — honors  from  content. 

One  day  the  Cat  passed  near  a  dove-cot,  and  its  appetite  being  excited  by  the 
fascinating  voices  of  the  pigeons  and  their  harmonious  treble  and  bass 
notes,  it  sprang  into  that  citadel.  The  keeper  of  that  castle,  however,  and 
the  warder  of  the  place  immediately  seized  it,  and  conveyed  it  from  the 
rose-garden  of  existence  to  the  furnace  of  annihilation.  Before  it  could 
perfiime  the  head  of  appetite  with  the  brains  of  the  pigeons,  he  stripped  off 
its  skin,  and  having  filled  it  with  straw,  hung  it  up  over  the  door  of  the 
dove-cot.  It  happened  that  the  owner  of  the  Cat  passed  that  way,  and  on 
seeing  the  plight  of  his  Cat,  said,  '  0  greedy  wanton !  hadst  thou  been 
contented  with  the  portion  of  flesh  which  fell  to  thy  lot,  they  would  not 
have  stripped  off  thy  skin.' 

TERSE. 

0  soul !  be  with  a  little  satisfied, 
For  sure  destruction  will  from  greed  betide. 
K&r^n,  Toluptuons  K&r6n,  pondered  not, 
That  safety  bideth  with  the  lowly  lot. 
The  lusts  unchecked  bring  eril  destinies, 
Then  do  not  foster  them,  if  thou  be  wise. 
Wild  beast  and  deer,  and  bird  that  ¥rings  the  air. 
Caught  in  the  net,  by  greed  are  prisoned  there. 
*  Tigers,  that  all  the  savage  tribe  oppress, 

like  the  poor  mouse,  are  caged  through  greediness. 

And  the  moral  of  this  story  is  that  thou  shouldest  hereafter  be  contented 
with  as  much  food  as  will  suffice  to  keep  in  the  breath  of  life,  and  with  a 
hole  just  enough  to  afford  protection  from  the  heat  and  cold,  and  not  affiict 
thyself  for  wealth  that  is  lost. 

COUPLET. 

My  life !  though  riches  pass  away,  let  not  thy  heart  be  sad ; 
This  carrion  is  not  worth  our  tears  :  then  for  its  loss  be  gbid. 

And  know  that  every  man's  nobility  is  from  his  virtue,  not  from  his  wealth ; 
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and  eyery  one  whose  mind  is  adorned  with  accomplishments,  though  his 
stock  of  wealth  he  small,  is  always  heloved  and  honored.  So  the  lion, 
though  he  may  he  hound  with  chains,  yet  his  awfulness  is  not  diminished. 
But  a  wealthy  ignorant  man  is  always  despised  and  destitute  of  weight,  like 
a  dog,  which,  though  adorned  with  a  collar  and  rings,  still  remains  vile  and 
contemptible  as  before. 


He  thftt  in  folly's  priaon  fettered  is, 
E'en  though  a  hundred  jan  of  gold  be  his, 
Is  but  a  beggar ;  while  the  skill-rich  man 
TTill  gold  or  jewels  neTer  deign  to  scan. 

Dismiss,  moreover,  from  thy  heart,  grief  for  thy  exile,  and  attach  no 
importance  to  separation  from  thy  native  land  and  home ;  for  let  the  wise 
man  go  where  he  will  he  will  be  befriended  by  his  own  good  sense,  while 
the  fool  will  be  friendless  and  a  stranger  in  his  own  country  and  the  place 
that  gives  him  birth. 

HSCIBTICB. 

The  man  of  sense  nowhere  a  stranger  is. 

And  be  not  sad  as  to  what  thou  sayest,  that,  '  I  possessed  a  treasure  and  it 
has  been  dissipated,'  for  worldly  wealth  and  possessions  are  liable  to  decay, 
and  their  increase  or  decline  are  beyond  the  circle  of  reliance ;  and  the  wise 
have  said,  '  Permanence  and  continuance  cannot  be  expected  from  six  things. 
The  first  is  the  shadow  of  a  cloud,  which,  even  as  thou  lookest  on,  passes 
away.  The  second  is  interested  friendship,  which  is  extinct  in  a  short  time, 
like  the  lightning's  flash.  The  third  is  the  love  of  women,  which  is 
quenched  by  a  slight  matter.  The  fourth  is  the  comeliness  of  the  beautiful, 
which  changes  in  the  end.  The  fifth  is  the  praise  of  the  fSedse,  which  is 
devoid  of  continuous  lustre.  The  sixth  is  worldly  wealth,  which  in  the  end 
arrives  at  the  place  of  exposure  to  annihilation,  and  does  not  carry  out  to  the 
endLthe  line  of  fidelity  to  its  owner. 

COUFLBT. 

By  this  Tile  world's  adornments,  its  wealth  or  triumphs  won. 
Be  not  elate,  for  these  will  shew  fidelity  to  none. 

And  it  beseems  not  a  man  of  sense  to  rejoice  at  ^e  greatness  of  his  wealtU, 
nor  to  grieve  for  his  want  of  riches,  since,  in  the  opinion  of  the  magnanimous, 
the  whole  world,  with  its  goods  and  gear,  is  not  worth  a  straw.'  Wherefore 
it  is  not  right  to  waste  the  harvest  of  dear  life  in  acquiring  this ;  nor  ought 
one  to  suffer  a  grain  of  disquietude  at  its  loss  or  non-attendance,  and  those 
who,  having  become  acquainted  with  that  wise  saying,  *  Zest  ye  immoderately 
yrievefor  the  good  which  escapeth  you,  or  rejoice  for  that  which  happeneth  unto 


^  Kdhhargi  is  not  given  in  the  Dictionary,  but  I  presume  it  to  mean  the  flag  or  leaf 
which  projects  from  the  stalk  of  com  and  of  some  grasses. 
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yauy  '  give  reins  to  the  steed  of  high-mindediieBs  in  the  plain  of  content,  and 
who,  staking  the  coin  of  life  in  order  to  acquire  the  things  of  solitary  devotion 
and  abandonment  of  earthly  connections ;  are  neither  led  by  worldly  riches  to 
open  to  their  heart's  countenance  the  portals  of  rejoicing,  nor  evince  regret 
and  despondency  at  the  loss  of  them. 

STANZA. 

Though  from  thy  grasp  aU  worldly  things  should  flee, 
GricTB  not  for  them,  since  they  are  nothing  worth : 

And  though  a  world  in  thy  possession  be, 
Joy  not,  for  worthless  are  the  things  of  earth. 

Since  to  that  better  world  't  is  given  to  thee 
To  pass ;  speed  on,  for  this  is  nothing  worth. 

And,  in  truth,  men  ought  to  consider  their  wealth  to  be  that  which  they  send 
on  before,  and  to  regard  that  as  their  property  which  they  store  up  for 
themselves  in  the  final  state ;  and  righteous  acts  and  words  of  probity  are  a 
possession  which  cannot  be  snatched  away  from  any  one,  nor  dissipated  by 
the  accidents  of  fortune,  nor  the  revolutions  of  night  and  day.  And  the 
advantage  of  worldly  goods  is  to  make  ready  a  provision  for  the  world  to 
come,  and  to  prepare  the  means  of  threading  the  path  of  that  world  to  which 
all  must  return ;  since,  in  accordance  with  the  saying,  '  We  took  vengeance  an 
them  suddenly f^^  death  comes  imawares  and  there  is  no  fixed  time  nor  any 
appointed  period  [known  to  man]  for  restoring  the  deposit  of  life. 

OOUPLBT. 

That  £ur  narcissus  '  from  its  slumber  wake,  for  life  is  gliding  on ; 

Not  e'en  the  roses  fade  so  quick ;  ere  thou  canst  close  thine  eyes,  't  is  gone. 

And  although  thou  art  not  in  need  of  my  counsel,  and  canst  well  distinguish 
between  what  is  for  thy  advantage  and  what  is  detrimental ;  nevertheless,  I 
wished  to  discharge  the  duty  of  a  Mend,  and  to  aid  thee  to  praiseworthy 
feelings  and  laudable  dispositions;  and  to-day  thou  art  my  Mend  and 
brother,  and  all  the  assistance  that  it  is  possible  to  render  thee,  and  all  courtesy 
that  can  be  imagined,  will  in  every  respect  be  realised ;  and  ev^en  under  the 
impossible  supposition  that  thou  shouldst  evince  unkindness,  on  my  part 
nothing  but  the  blessed  influence  of  true  attachment  and  the  usages  of  cordial 
Mendship  will  be  displayed. 


>  Kur*&n,  ch.  Ivii.  23;  Sale,  p.  398, 1.  43:  *No  accident  happeneth  in  the  earth,  nor  in  your 
persons,  but  the  same  was  entered  in  the  hook  of  our  decrees,  before  we  created  it :  yerily, 
this  is  easy  with  God :  and  this  is  written  lest  ye  immoderately  grieye  for  the  good  which 
escapeth  you,  or  rejoice  for  that  which  happeneth  unto  you ;  for  God  loveth  no  proud  or 
yain-glonous  person,  or  those  who  are  coyetous,  and  command  men  coyetousneas.' 

»  Kur'fin,  Fl.  yii.  93;  Mar,  vii.  96;  Sale,  p.  118,  1.  8 :  Then  we  gaye  them  in 
exchange  good  in  lieu  of  eyil,  until  they  ahounded  and  said,  '  Adyersity  and  prosperity 
formerly  happened  unto  our  fathers  as  unto  us.'  Therefore  we  took  yengeance  on  them 
suddenly,  ana  they  perceiyed  it  not  beforehand.' 

^  A  beauty  is  compared  to  a  slumbering,  and  sometimes  to  an  intoxicated,  narcissus. 
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OOUPLBT. 

I  neyer  will  thy  side  abandon,  though  thou  shouldst  abandon  me, 

And  though  thou  break  my  heart,  I'll  neyer  break  my  plighted  troth  to  thee' 

When  the  TortoiBe  had  finished  these  words  and  the  Crow  had  heard  his 

kindness  with  regard  to  the  Mouse,  his  heart  was  refreshed,  and  his  delight 

became  unbounded,  and  he  said,  '  0  brother !  thou  hast  made  me  glad,  and 

doubled  the  amount  of  my  joy  and  pleasure,  and  hast  manifested  somewhat 

of  thy  virtues.      Now,  the  best  of  friends  is  he,  in  the  shade  of  whose 

kindnesses  and  favor,  and  in  the  shelter  of  whose  care  and  protection,  a 

number  of  those  attached  to  him  at  all  times  pass  their  life,  while  he  keeps 

open  for  them  the  doors  of  his  bounty,  and  considers  it  obligatory  upon  his 

soul  to  accept  their  requests  and  expedite  their  requirements;  and  whoever 

fails  in  any  part  of  Mendship  to  his  ally,  is  not  fit  for  a  friend.     Moreover, 

it  has  been  related  that  an  eminent  personage  had  a  friend.     One  night  this 

friend  came  to  the  door  of  his  house  and  knocked,   and  that  personage 

discovered  that  it  was  his  friend.     Thereupon  he  fell  into   a  lengthened 

meditation,  saying,  '  Ah  me !  what  can  be  the  cause  of  his  coming  at  this 

unseasonable   time?'     After  long  reflection,   he  took  up   a  purse  frdl  of 

dirams,  belted  on  his  scymitar,  and  bade  a  female  slave  light  a  lamp,  and  go 

before  him.     When  he  had  opened  the  door  and  had  greeted  his  friend  by 

clasping  his  hand  and  embracing  him,  he  said,  '  0  brother !  I  have  imagined 

three  causes  for  thy  coming  at  this  unusual  hour.     Pirst,  that  some  accident 

has  happened  and  that  thou  art  in  want  of  money.     Secondly,  that  an  enemy 

has  risen  up  to  assail  thee,  and  that  thou  requirest  an  ally  and  helper  to 

repel  him.     Thirdly,  that  thou  art  sad  at  being  alone  and  requirest  some  one 

to  minister  to  thee,  and  I  have  made  ready  for  all  three  contingencies,  and 

have  come  out  to  thee.     If  thou  hast  need  of  money,  lo  !  here  is  a  purse  of 

dirams;    and  if  thou   seekest  help,  behold  here  am  I  with  a  trenchant 

scymitar ;  and  if  thou  lookest  for  a  servant,  here  is  a  suitable  handmaid. 

HEMISTICH. 

Whatever  thou  wiliest,  thy  commands  prevail.' 

His  friend  excused  himself  [for  coming  so  late],  and  by  that  fair  procedure 
the  bond  of  reliance  on  his  attachment  and  love  was  strengthened. 

STANZA. 

Art  thou  sincere  in  friendship  ?  then  beware 

That  thy  friend  find  a  kind  ally  in  thee ! 
And  of  his  wishes  have  a  watchful  care, 

And  grant  them  ere  he  long  expectant  be. 

And  when  a  benevolent  person  falls  into  the  whirlpool  of  disaster,  none  can 
befriend  him  but  those  of  a  like  disposition ;  just  as  if  an  elephant  should  fall 
into  a  quagmire,  other  elephants  alone  can  extricate  him;  and  if  in 
befriending  the  Mouse  thou  shouldest  meet  with  hardships,  thou  must  not 
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grieve ;  and  keeping  thine  eyes  on  thy  reputation  and  the  maintenance  of 
thine  honor,  must  disregard  the  inconvenience,  for  the  wise  man  ever  labors 
for  distinction  and  to  leave  behind  him  a  fair  repute ;  and  if,  for  example, 
he  be  compelled,  in  his  pursuit  of  an  honorable  name,  to  risk  his  life,  he 
will  not  shrink  from  it,  because  he  will  thus  have  purchased  the  imperishable 
with  the  perishable,  and  have  sold  a  little  for  much. 

OOUPLET. 

Does  the  world  smile  on  thee  ? — secure  a  name, 
For  all  the  world  can  offer  is  fair  fame. 

And  whoever  excludes  the  necessitous  from  his  good  things  is  not  to  be 
reckoned  among  the  really  rich ;  and  he  whose  life  is  passed  in  dishonor  and 
disaster  such  as  his  foes  would  wish,  his  name  is  not  inserted  in  the  roll  of 
the  living. 

COUPLET. 

S^  !  he  whose  fame  liyes  can  ne'er  be  dead, 
He  dies  whose  good  name  is  dishonorkL' 

The  Crow  was  discoursing  thus,  when  a  Deer  appeared  in  the  distance  running 
fast.  They  suspected  that  somebody  was  pursuing  him,  whereupon  the 
Tortoise  leapt  into  the  water,  the  Crow  took  his  seat  in  a  tree,  and  the 
Mouse  ran  down  a  hole.  When  the  Deer  reached  the  edge  of  the  water,  it 
stood  like  one  stupified,  and  the  Crow  cast  its  eyes  around  to  see  if  any 
one  was  on  its  traces.  Though  it  looked  to  the  left  and  right  it  saw 
no  one.  It  called  therefore  to  the  Tortoise,  who  emerged  from  the  water . 
and  the  Mouse  joined  them.  The  Tortoise,  observing  that  the  Deer  was 
scared  and  kept  looking  in  the  water  without  drinking,  said,  '  If  thou  art 
thirsty,  drink!  and  be  not  alarmed,  for  there  is  no  cause  for  fear.'  The 
Deer  came  forward,  and  the  Tortoise  uttered  an  exclamation  of  joyftil 
welcome,  saying, 

COUPLET. 

*  Beloyed  comrade !  from  whence  art  thou  come } 
Feel  not  strange  here,  for  here  thou  art  at  home.' 

The  Deer  said,  '  I  have  been  used  to  dwell  in  this  plain  alone,   and 

mingle  not  with  those  of  my  race ;  and  the  archers,  ever  stringing  the  bow 

of  murderous  intention,  have  driven  me  from  this  comer  to  that.     To-day  I 

observed  an  old  man  lying  in  wait  for  me,  who  watched  me  wherever 

I  went.     I  conceived  the  idea  that  it  was  a  hunter  and  that  the  snare 

of  his  craftiness  would  presently  catch  my  feet ;  and,  running-  away,   I 

reached  this  spot.'     The  Tortoise  said,  '  Fear  not !  for  hunters  never  come  to 

the  environs  of  this  place,  and  if  thou  wishest  to  associate  with  us,  we  will 

introduce  thee  into  the  circle  of  our  friendship ;  and  the  pedestal  of  the 

association  of  us  three  wiU  be  supported  with  a  fourth  pillar,  viz.,  thyself: 

for  the  wise  have  said,  *  The  more  numerous  friends  are,  the  less  wiU  they  be 

exposed  to  the  assaults  of  calamity.' 

V  2 
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OOUTLBT. 

Where'er  I  come,  loTe  and  good  fJEiith  increaae, 
Joy  spreads  with  cabn  serenity  and  peace. 

And  it  is  certain  that  if  there  be  a  thousand  friends,  they  most  be  regarded  as 
one ;  and  if  there  be  but  one  enemy  he  must  be  looked  upon  as  many. 

OOTJPLBT. 

In  friendship  well  a  thousand  may  agree.  But  all  too  many  is  one  enemy.' 

The  Mouse  also  took  up  the  discourse,  and  the  Crow  uttered  some 
beneyolent  words.  The  Deer  percieived  that  they  were  amiable  friends  and 
pure-minded  companions.  He  mingled  with  them  and  sought  their  society 
with  his  heart  and  bzvI, 


With  a  fit  friend  how  sweet  is  intercourse. 

The  Deer  took  up  his  abode  in  that  meadow ;  and  his  friends  admonished 
him  not  to  set  his  foot  beyond  the  grazing-ground  in  their  vicinity,  nor  to 
elongate  himself  from  the  neighborhood  of  the  fountain  which  was  their 
castle  of  security  and  peace.  The  Deer  agreed  to  act  in  conformity  with 
their  advice.  They  were  passing  their  time  together,  and  there  was  a 
bambu  thicket  ^  where  they  used  always  to  assemble,  and  sporting,  recount 
their  adventures.  One  day  the  Crow,  the  Mouse,  and  the  Tortoise, 
assembled  at  the  trysting-place,  and  waited  some  time  for  the  Deer.  It  did 
not  come,  and  this  circumstance  making  them  sad,  as  is  the  wont  of 
attached  friends,  a  depression  of  spirits  overcame  them.  They  requested  the 
Crow  that  he  would  take  the  trouble  to  fly  up  into  the  air  and  inform  them 
of  their  lost  friend's  condition. 

OOUPLBT. 

Pass,  Zephyr !  o'er  my  loye's  abode,  this  boon  refuse  me  not ; 
And  0 !  refuse  not  wretched  me  news  of  my  loyed  one's  lot. 

The  Crow  in  a  short  time  brought  them  intelligence  that  he  had  seen  the 
Deer  prisoned  in  the  net  of  calamity.  The  Tortoise  then  said  to  the  Mouse, 
'  In  this  unhappy  conjuncture  our  only  hope  is  in  thee,  and  by  thy  help 
alone  can  the  banner  of  the  Deer's  safety  be  set  up. 

HBMIflTIOH. 

Haste !  for  the  time  of  action  fleets  away.' 

The  Crow  then  showed  the  way,  and  the  Mouse,  running  off,'  came  to  the 
Deer  and  said,  *  0  kind  brother  !  how  hast  thou  fallen  into  this  difficulty  ? 
and  with  all  thy  good  sense  and  sagacity  how  hast  thou  yielded  thy  neck  to 


^  Nai  batti  does  not  occur  in  the  Dictionary,  but  is  doubtless  equivalent  to  nai  tdr.  One 
MS.  howeyer  reads  toali  batti,  which  might  mean,  '  but  there  was  a  thicket,'  or,  '  hut  there 
was  an  agreement.' 

'  Dar  tag  Utddah,  to  use  a  Tulgarism,  *  setting-to  to  run,'  Ittddan  has  frequently  this 
sense ;  thus  p.  251, 1.  10  of  the  Persian  text,  bi-talab-i  vai  iatddj '  set-to  to  pursue  him.' 
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the  fetters  of  deceit  ? '  The  Deer  replied,  '  Opposed  to  the  divine  decree,  of 
what  avail  is  shrewdness  ?  and  of  what  use  is  acuteness  and  sagacity,  if  it 
controvert  the  mandate  of  the  Supreme  Euler  ?  From  the  desert  of 
deliberation  to  the  resting-place  of  destiny,  the  way  is  endless;  and  from 
the  plain  of  stratagem  to  the  confines  of  fate,  the  distance  is  iofinite. 

COUPLET. 

Proud  of  a  hundred  wiles  I  stood  without, 
But  knew  not  what,  within,  they  were  about' 

The  Mouse  replied,  '  Thou  speakest  truly, 

00X7FLBT. 

Where  fate  sets  up  the  tent  of  destiny, 
None  can  the  assault  by  wise-laid  plans  defy.' 

He  then  occupied  himself  with  severing  the  bonds  of  the  Deer,  and  in  the 
meantime  the  Tortoise  having  come  up,  made  known  his  grief  and  dejection 
at  the  imprisonment  of  his  friend.  The  Deer  said,  '  0  kind  friend !  thy 
coming  to  this  spot  is  jet  more  perilous  than  what  has  befallen  me ;  for  if 
the  hunter  should  come  and  the  Mouse  have  severed  my  bonds,  I  with  a 
single  step  can  save  my  life,  and  the  Crow  will  fly  away,  and  the  Mouse  will 
conceal  itself  in  the  recess  of  a  hole.  But  thou  hast  neither  the  hand  to 
fight  nor  the  means  of  opposition,  nor  the  front  to  resist  nor  the  foot  to  fiy. 
Why  hast  thou  ventured  thus  gratuitously  ?  and  wherefore  hast  thou  been  so 
rash  ? '  The  Tortoise  replied,  '  Dear  comrade  ?  how  was  it  possible  for  me 
not  to  come  ?  and  with  what  color  could  I  delay  or  allow  of  hesitation  ? 
what  pleasure  has  life  which  is  passed  in  absence  from  friends  ?  and  how  can 
existence  be  valued  which  is  spent  in  separation  from  those  we  love. 

OOUPLXT. 

lifeless  I  lived.    Let  this  thee  not  surprise ; 
Bereft  of  friends  our  life,  uncounted,  Ues. 

And  I  am  excusable  for  coming  here,  since  the  desire  of  beholding  thy 
beauty  drew  me  hither  whether  I  would  or  not,  and  the  wish  of  beholding 
thee  deprived  me  of  all  patience ;  and  with  reference  to  this  trifling  distance 
and  necessary  journey  which  has  presented  itself,  the  companion  of  patience 
has  set  his  foot  in  the  road  of  annihilation.  ^ 

COUPLBT. 

Too  sad  without  thee,  God  knows !  my  distress ;        The  parting  day  and  night  of  loneliness. 

And  be  thou  not  pensive,  for  this  instant  thou  wilt  obtain  thy  release,  and 
these  knots  being  loosed,  thou  wilt  with  imconcem  hasten  home ;  and  on  all 
accounts  it  is  requisite  for  thee  to  offer  due  thanksgiving,  and  incumbent  on 
thee  to  render  thy  grateful  acknowledgments  that  thy  body  is  unwounded  and 


'  Plainly,  '  I  could  nut  bear  UQt  to  take  so  trifling  a  journey.' 
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thy  life  uninjured ;  else  the  remedy  would  have  been  beyond  the  reach  of 
imagination,  and  the  cure  would  have  passed  the  bounds  of  possibility.' 
They  were  engaged  in  this  conversation  when  the  hunter  appeared  at  a 
distance,  and  the  Mouse  finished  dividing  the  meshes.  The  Deer  leapt 
forth,  the  Crow  flew  away,  the  Mouse  went  down  into  a  hole,  but  the 
Tortoise  remained  where  it  was.  When  the  hunter  came  up  and  found  the 
net  which  held  the  deer  severed,  he  bit  the  finger  of  amazement  with  the 
tooth  of  reflection,  aad  began  to  look  to  the  left  and  right,  saying,  'Ah! 
by  whom  has  this  deed  been  done  and  whose  hand  has  effected  this?'  ffis 
eyes  lighted  on  the  Tortoise,  and  he  said  to  himself,  *  Although  this  con- 
temptible piece  of  goods  cannot  soothe  my  sorrow  for  the  escape  of  the  Deer, 
and  the  rupture  of  the  net,  yet  to  return  empty-handed  is  discreditable  to  the 
character  of  a  hunter.'  He  then  forthwith  seized  him  and  tossed  him  into 
his  bag,  and  having  tied  him  on  his  back,  set  off  towards  the  city.  As  soon 
as  the  hunter  had  departed,  the  friends  assembled,  and  discovered  that  the 
Tortoise  had  been  taken  by  the  hunter.  Their  hearts  poured  forth  lamenta- 
tions, and  they  raised  their  cries  and  complaints  to  the  summit  of  the  blue 
sky,  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

*  The  daj  our  ejes  thy  beaut j  cease  to  view, 
Look  where  they  will,  tears  will  those  eyes  bedew. 

What  pain  can  equal  separation  from  friends  ?  and  what  calamity  can  parallel 
the  absence  of  our  comrades.  Whoever  is  excluded  from  beholding  his 
companion,  and  is  parted  from  communion  with  his  rosy-cheeked  [favorite], 
knows  that  the  wanderers  in  the  plain  of  separation  have  the  foot  of  bewilder- 
ment in  the  mire,  and  that  the  recluses  of  the  cell  of  affection  keep  the  hands 
of  regret  upon  their  heart. 

COUPLBT. 

How  canst  thou,  painless,  estimate  the  cruel  pang  of  our  regret  ? 
How  tell  what  those  athirst  must  feel,  while  by  thee  flows  the  rivulet?' 

Each  of  the  brotherhood  uttered  a  separate  moan,  and  composed  a  clamorous 

and  piteous  lament  suited  to  his  condition,  and  the  tenor  of  their  words  had 

reference  to  one  and  the  same  subject. 

COUPLBT. 

Without  our  loved  one's  sugared  lips  our  hearts  exult  no  more. 
Reft  of  our  friends,  the  joy  of  life,  and  life  itself  is  o'er. 
At  length  the  Deer  said  to  the  Crow,  '0  brother !  although  our  words  are 
extremely  eloquent,  and  the  effrisions  which  we  utter  excessively  sweet,  yet 
they  do  not  benefit  the  Tortoise  in  the  least;  and  our  lamentations  and 
weepings,  and  bemoanings  and  disquietude,  will  not  satisfy^  him.  It  is 
more  in  accordance  with  good  Mth  that  we  devise  some  stratagem,  and 
employ  some  device  which  may  embrace  his  release  and  ensure  his  escape ; 


Dar  hawilah-i  u  nah  nUhinady  a  remarkable  phrase. 
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and  the  wise  hare  said,  '  The  test  of  four  kinds  of  persons  is  at  four  seasons^ 
The  courage  of  the  valiant  may  be  known  in  the  day  of  battle,  and  the 
honesty  of  the  upright  in  the  time  of  lending  and  borrowing,  and  the  love  and, 
fidelity  of  wife  and  child  may  be  discerned  in  the  hour  of  fSamine,  and  the 
truth  of  Mends  may  be  learned  in  the  season  of  adversity  and  distress. 

COUPLBT. 

Let  me  a  comrade  find  in  time  of  woe ;  I  lacknot  friends  in  happy  times,  I  trow.' 

The  Mouse  said,  *  0  Deer  !  I  have  thought  of  a  trick.  The  advisable 
course  is  that  thou  shouldcst  shew  thyself  to  the  hunter,  and  appear  like  one 
fatigued  and  wounded,  and  let  the  Crow  alight  on  thy  back  and  make  it 
seem  as  if  he  were  attacking  thee,  and  assuredly,  when  the  eyes  of  the 
hunter  Ml  upon  thee,  he  will  plume  himself  with  the  idea  of  catching  thee, 
and  will  put  down  the  Tortoise  with  his  gear  on  the  ground  and  mak^  towards 
thee.  As  soon  as  he  comes  near  thee,  run  limping  away  from  him,  but  not  to 
such  a  distance  as  to  cast  off  his  hope  of  catching  thee.  Then  keep  him  a 
good  while  employed  in  chasing  thee,,  and  do  not  fail  to  encourage  him  and 
to  regulate  thy  movements.  It  may  happen  that  I  may  release  the  Tortoise 
and  let  him  run  away.'  The  friends  expressed  their  admiration  of  his  plan, 
and  the  Deer  and  the  Crow  shewed  themselves  to  the  hunter  as  had  been 
agreed.  When  the  too  credulous  hunter  beheld  the  Deer  limping  along,  and 
the  Crow  hovering  round  him  and  pecking  at  his  eyes,  he  fancied  he  should 
be  successful  in  capturing  the  deer,  and  putting  down  his  bag  from  his  back 
set  to  work  to  pursue  him.  The  Mouse  forthwith  severed  the  ties  of  the 
bag  and  released  the  Tortoise,  and  after  an  interval,  when  the  hunter  was 
well  wearied  in  pursuing  the  Deer,  and,  despairing  of  success,  came  back  to 
the  bag,  he  could  not  see  the  Tortoise,  and  found  the  ties  of  the  bag  severed. 
He  was  overcome  with  astonishment,  and  thought  to  himself,  '  No  one  would 
credit  these  extraordinary  circumstances  which  I  have  witnessed.  First, 
there  was  the  severing  of  the  Deer's  fastenings,  and  his  pretending  to  be 
wounded,  and  the  Crow's  sitting  upon  him,  and  the  making  a  hole  in  the 
bag,  and  the  escape  of  the  Tortoise  !  How  are  we  to  explain  these  acts  ? ' 
In  the  midst  of  these  reflections,  being  overcome  with  terror,  he  said, 
'  Most  likely  this  is  the  haunt  of  fairies  and  the  abode  of  df vs ;  I  must  get 
back  with  speed,  and  break  off  all  desire  for  the  beasts  of  this  plain.  The 
hunter  took  up  the  fragments  of  his  bag  and  his  broken  net,  and  taking 
to  flight,  vowed  that  if  he  could  escape  from  those  wilds,  for  the  rest  of  his 
life  he  would  not  suffer  himself  to  think  of  that  plain ;  and  he  would,  out 
of  kindness,  warn  other  hunters  not  to  enter  that  wilderness. 

HEMISTICH. 

*  For  there  the  net  secures  nought  but  the  wind.* 

And  when  the  hunter  had  gone  away,  the  friends  re-assembled  and  returned 
to  their  dwelling-place  free  from  cai'e  and  safe,  and  content  and  peacefuL; 
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and  thenceforward  neither  did  the  hand  of  calamity  reach  the  skirt  of  their 
affairs,  nor  the  nail  of  trouble  lacerate  the  cheek  of  their  condition  or  pro- 
ceedings ;  and  by  the  happy  influence  of  their  agreement  and  the  beauty  of 
their  unanimity,  the  knot  of  their  Mendly  intercourse  was  secured^  and  the 
bond  of  their  society  strengthened. 

BTAirZA. 

The  single  thread  an  old  dame's  strength  might  break. 

But  Z&l^  were  weak  to  rend  its  twisted  ply. 
Sugar,  alone,  the  heart  to  bum  will  make, 

The  roses'  unmixed  scent  the  bndn  will  dry. 
Rose-sugar,  sugaxed-rose,  is  best  to  take 

For  Tigor,  useless  if  imbibed  diyidedly. 

This  is  the  story  of  the  agreement  of  Mends  and  the  nairative  of  the 
reciprocal  aid  and  support  of  companions,  and  of  sincerity  of  attachment 
in  prosperity  and  adversity,  and  of  the  maintenance  of  regard  in  the  time  of 
tranquillity  and  of  trouble,  and  of  the  discharging  social  obligations  in  the 
season  of  enjoyment  and  of  hardship,  and  how  these  Mends  displayed  steadiness 
in  perfect  devotion  during  the  mishaps  of  time  and  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune ; 
and,  consequently,  by  the  blessing  of  unanimity  and  mutual  aid,  they 
obtained  release  from  such  mortal  perils ;  and,  casting  disasters  and  calamities 
behind  them,  were  securely  seated,  happy  and  unruffled,  on  the  throne  of 
Mendly  converse  and  the  cushion  of  mirth.  Now,  it  behoves  a  man  of  sense 
to  feel  it  incumbent  on  him  to  give  proper  consideration  to  these  tales  with 
the  light  of  his  reason  and  the  clearness  of  his  judgment;  for  since  the 
Mendship  of  feeble  n-niniiiU  yields  such  admirable  Miits  and  choice  results, 
if  a  body  of  wise  men,  who  are  the  cream  of  mankind  and  the  ilite  of  the 
buman  race,  pursue  a  similar  sincere  unanimity,  and  lay  the  base  of  Mendship 
on  these  rules,  and  conduct  to  the  end  this  faithfulness  of  intention  and 
inward  purity;  how  will  not  the  advantages  thereof  extend  to  high  and  low? 
and' the  beneficial  effects  being  manifested  on  the  pages  of  the  circumstances 
of  each  individual,  to  what  extent  wiU  not  the  blessing  of  such  a  proceeding 
accrue  to  the  fortunes  of  great  and  small  ? 


They  who  the  laws  of  social  converse  know, 

Guided  by  them  alone  tbeir  life  will  lead. 
All  that  we  do  without  a  friend  is  woe, 

'Tis  rare  if  friendless  we  in  aught  succeed. 
Whose  conyerse  is  sincere,  and  free  frt)m  wile, 
Grasp  thou  bis  skirt,  for  he  will  faithful  be, 
And  seek  the  man  whose  acts  are  Toid  of  guile, 
Who  against  fortune's  arrow  would  shield  thee 
With  life.    Friends  who  at  core  devoted  are. 
Their  love  than  life  itself  is  dearer  far. 

*  Zdl  signifies  *  an  old  woman,'  and  is  also  the  name  of  a  famous  hero,  the  father  of 
Ruistam.    'rho  equivoque  cannot  be  rctuiucd  in  English. 
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CHAPTEE  IV. 

IN  EXPLANATION  OF  ATTENTIVELY  REGARDING  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES 

OF  OUR  ENEMIES,  AND  NOT  BEING  SECURE  AS  TO  THEIR 

STRATAGEMS  AND  MACHINATIONS. 

ISTBODITCJTION. 

The  King  said  to  the  Brdhmaiiy  'I  have  heard  the  narratiye  of  mutually- 
agreeing  friends,  and  companions  fitted  for  each  other  and  sincere,  and  I  have 
learned  the  result  of  their  concord  and  unanimity,  and  have  hecome 
acquainted  with  the  fact  that, 

C0X7FLST. 

He  feels  no  grief  -who  has  a  faithfiil  friend, 
And  one  unfriended  no  delights  attend. 

Now  if  you  would  he  pleased  to  recount  the  story  of  an  enemy,  and  how  one 
ought  not  to  be  deceived  by  him,  nor  to  rely  on  his  pretended  courtesy  and 
submission.  For  the  purport  of  the  fourth  precept  is  this,  that  it  behoves  a 
wise  man,  jfrom  motives  of  prudence,  not  to  place  any  confidence  in  a  foe;  since 
friendship  will  never  spring  from  an  enemy. 

COX7FLBT. 

In  one  now  hostile  to  expect  a  friend,  Is  fire  and  water  in  one  spot  to  blend.' 

Bidpif  said,  '  Of  course  a  wise  man  will  give  no  heed  to  the  speech  of  a 
foe,  nor  will  purchase  the  hypocritical  wares  of  his  deceit  and  imposture ;  for 
a  sagacious  enemy,  for  his  own  purposes,  displays  the  utmost  gentleness,  and 
gives  his  outward  conduct  a  specious  appearance  at  variance  with  his  inward 
feelings ;  and  employs  all  the  refinements  of  dissimulation  and  the  arts  of 
deceit,  and  under  cover  of  them,  disposes  deep  plans  and  surprising  devices. 
Wherefore  it  behoves  a  man  of  sense  and  prudence,  the  more  he  observes  a 
frtwning  and  obliging  demeanor  on  the  part  of  his  foe,  to  maintain  the 
greater  suspicion  and  watchfrilness ;  and  the  more  his  enemy  advances  the 
foot  of  suavity,  the  closer  to  draw  in  the  skirt  of  acceptance;  for  if  he 
choose  to  be  supine  and  leave  a  crevice  open,  his  adversary,  who  is  always 
on  the  watch  for  this  state  of  things,  wiU  suddenly  open  his  ambuscade  and 
shoot  the  shaft  of  machination  at  the  target  of  his  wish.  And  in  this  case, 
the  opportunity  for  applying  a  remedy  being  lost,  his  regret  and  repentance 
will  be  unavailing;  and  *  i£*  and  'would  that,'  wiU  be  in  vain;  and  that  will 
befall  >iiTn  which  happened  to  the  Owl  from  the  Crow.'  DabishKm  inquired, 
*  How  was  that  ? ' 
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STORY  I.» 

The  Brahman  said,  '  They  have  related  that  somewhere  in  the  country  of 
China  there  was  a  moimtain  so  high  that  the  sense  of  vision,  in  order  to 
reach  its  top,  was  wont  to  halt  several  times ;  and  the  watchman  of  thought 
had  never  scaled  the  platform  of  its  summit  save  with  the  ladder  of  fancy. 

COUPLET. 

Nought  to  its  height,  save  mental  vision,  went; 
Nought  save  conjecture  measured  its  descent. 

And  on  that  mountain,  from  whose  exceeding  loftiness  and  from  the  breadth 
of  whose  area, 

COUPLET. 

Heaven's  loftiest  summit  seemed  to  be  its  crest 

And  earth's  expanse  seemed  stretched  out  in  its  breast, 

•  

the  gardener  of  Divine  Wisdom,  purely  by  His  omnipotence,  had  caused  a 
tree  to  grow,  such  that  its  branches  passed  beyond  the  Pleiades,  and  its  root 
had  fastened  themselves  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth. 

VEBSB. 

Each  mighty  branch  of  that  gigantic  tree, 
Rivaled  the  lote  '  of  Heaven's  boundary. 
Reason  among  its  praises  did  descry 
'  Roots  deeply  fixed,  and  branches  in  the  sky.' 

And  on  that  many-branched  tree  there  were  a  thousand  nests  of  crows,  and 
these  crows  had  a  king,  by  name  Piruz  [Fortunate],  in  allegiance  to  whom 
all  continued,  and  showed  submission  to  his  commands  and  prohibitions  in 
opening  and  contracting  all  matters.  One  night  the  king  of  the  owls,  whom 
they  called  Shabahang  [Moving-by-night],  in  consequence  of  the  ancient 
enmity  which  exists  between  the  crow  and  the  owl,  made  a  night-attack  on 
the  crows  with  an  innumerable  army  and  a  blood-thirsty  host,  and  destroyed 
a  number  of  them.^ 

COUPLET. 

With  vaUant  arm  he  raised  his  hand  on  high. 
And  low  as  dust  he  made  his  foemen  lie. 


*  This  chapter  corresponds  to  the  Third  Book  of  the  Hitopadesha,  the  Yigraha,  where 
the  story,  however,  is  very  differently  told. 

*  Ou  this  sidraiu  *l'muntahq^  liOtr-tree  of  Paradise,  sits  Gabriel  perched.  It  is  called 
al-muntahq  as  being  on  the  verge  of  Eden. 

3  After  much  consideration  of  this  difficult  couplet  I  can  make  no  other  sense  of  it  but 
what  I  have  given.  The  roots  were  too  deep  and  the  branches  too  lofty  for  anything 
but  the  intellect  to  discover  their  whereabouts.  Such  an  idea  strictly  accords  with 
Persian  taste. 

*  Damdr  az  ruzgdr  bar  dvardan  is  a  common  phrase,  but  it  is  difficult  to  explain  it. 
Literally  it  is  *  to  bring  out  perdition  from  the  life  of  any  one.' 
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In  that  dark  night  he  consumed  with  the  flames  of  war  many  of  the  black- 
actioned  crows,  and  sketched  on  the  collar  of  the  condition  of  those  gloomy- 
fortuned  ones  the  writings  '  Kill  them  wherever  you  find  themy  ^  and  returned 
from  that  battle  victorious  and  triumphant  and  strengthened  and  glad.  The 
next  day  when  the  dark-pinioned  crow  of  night  turned  its  face  towards  its 
nest  in  the  west ;  and  the  host  of  stars,  like  a  flock  of  owls,  were  concealed  in 
the  comer  of  retirement, 

COUPLET. 

The  world-adorning  snn  its  eabre  drew, 

And,  from  the  day,  night's  hosts  in  terror  flew, 

Plruz  assembled  his  forces,  and  introduced  the  story  of  the  onslaught  of  the  army 
of  the  owls,  and  said,  *  Ye  witnessed  the  night-attack  of  the  owls,  and  saw 
with  your  own  eyes  their  courage,  and  to-day  some  among  you  have  been 
slain,  and  others  stripped  of  their  feathers,  wounded  and  with  their  plumage 
ruffled.  And  worse  than  this  is  their  hardihood  and  intrepidity,  and  their 
eagerness  to  harass  and  annoy  us  crows,  and  their  discovery  of  our  abode 
and  residence,  and  their  becoming  acquainted  with  our  resting-places  and  our 
nests ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  success  and  victory  which  they  have 
won  over  this  division  will  embolden  them,  and  next  time  they  will  return 
more  quickly,  and  on  the  next  occasion  will  obtain  a  more  eflectual  advantage 
than  at  the  first,  and  will  cause  those  who  are  already  sick  of  the  disease  of 
panic  to  drink  of  the  same  beverage,  and  it  is  probable  that  if  they  make  a 
night-attack  again  in  this  manner,  they  will  not  leave  one  of  our  army. alive. 
Deliberate  on  this  matter,  and  having  stated  the  nature  of  your  advice,  devise 
with  one  consent  how  to  repel  them. 

VERSE. 

As  yet  'tis  the  first  onset  of  onr  foes, 

Again  new  arts,  new  counsels,  they  devise. 
Stop  then  this  current  ere  it  onward  flows, 

Lest  many  a  mischief  from  its  progress  rise. 
Strongly  to-day  oppose  disaster's  tide, 
Lest  next  day*s  eflbrts  should  in  vain  he  tried.' 

When  Pfruz  had  finished  speaking,  five  crows  from  among  the  leaders  of 
the  forces  approached  the  king,  and  oflered  the  customary  prayers  and 
becoming  praises.  Now  these  were  celebrated  among  the  crows  for  the 
excellence  of  their  judgment  and  their  abundant  good  sense ;  and  renowned 
for  the  soundness  of  their  coimsels  and  the  justice  of  their  plans.     In  all 


1  Kur'ta,  Fl.  ii.  187;  Mar.  ii.  192;  Sale,  p.  21, 1.  4  :  *  Therefore  enter  your  houses  hy 
their  doors ;  and  fear  God,  that  you  may  be  nappy.  And  fight  for  the  reli&:ion  of  God 
against  those  who  fight  against  you ;  hut  transgress  not  by  attacking  them  first,  for  God 
loTcth  not  the  transmssors.  And  kill  them  wherever  ye  find  them,  and  turn  them  out  of 
that  whereof  they  naye  dispossessed  you ;  for  temptation  to  idolatry  is  more  grievous  than 
slaughter :  yet  fight  not  against  them  in  the  holy  temple,  until  they  attack  you  therein ; 
but  if  they  attack  you,  slay  them  there.    This  shall  be  the  reward  of  tne  infidels.' 
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they  were  wont  to  pronounce,  the  secrets  of  victory  and  success  were  included^ 
and  in  every  way,  which  they  pointed  out,  the  tokens  of  prosperity  and  good 
were  apparent 

STANZA. 

Thej  with  clear  judgment  and  troe  wiBdom's  aid, 
Time*8  mirrored  surface  cleauBed  from  trouble's  stain. 

Their  perfect  reason  and  just  counsel  made, 
The  thousand  knots  of  fortune  loose  again. 

The  crows  were  used  to  rely  in  all  affiairs  on  their  advice,  and  under 
their  guidance  undertook  measures  for  repelling  disasters;  and  the  king 
looked  upon  their  judgment  as  auspicious,  and  in  the  matter  of  counsel 
did  not  transgress  their  sentence.  When  the  eyes  of  Pfruz  fell  upon  them 
he  honored  each  with  his  royal .  condescension,  promised  them  robes  of 
honor  and  gifts  befitting  their  condition,  and  said,  '  To-day  is  the  day  of 
trying  your  intellect  and  eminent  qualities ;  place  on  the  string  of  explana- 
tion every  jewel  that  you  have  treasured  up  in  the  casket  of  your  mind  and 
set  it  on  the  salver  of  representation ;  and  every  coin  i^t  you  have  struck 
in  the  mint  of  your  lofty  minds  on  the  touchstone  of  credit  you  must  bring 
forth  from  the  coining-house  of  examination  to  the  mart  of  manifestation.' 
The  crows  loosed  the  tongue  of  eulogy,  and  said, 

YBBSB. 

'King!  may  the  world  in  thy  safe-keeping  be. 
And  earth  and  time  still  friendly  prove  to  thee! 
Hold  thou  the  key  that  leads  to  victory, 
And  may  thy  foemen  'neath  thy  footsteps  lie! 

Thine  own  high  judgment  will  be  the  most  right-counseling,  and  that  which 
passes  through  thy  luminous  mind  will  be  best  and  most  proper.  What  can 
we,  thy  slaves,  utter  that  is  not  a  thousand-fold  more  visible  in  the  mirror  of 
the  imperial  intellect  ?  and  what  can  we  know  that  is  not  many  times  more 
inscribed  on  the  tablet  of  the  royal  wisdom  ?  However,  in  accordance  with 
the  saying,  *  Me  that  is  commanded  is  exctuable,^  in  whatever  we  may  be 
interrogated,  that,  to  the  extent  of  our  capacity,  and  the  faHl  limit  of  our 
ability  and  power,  shall  be  set  forth. 

HEMISTICH. 

That  which  we  speak  is  known  to  thy  high  mind.* 

The  king  asked  one  of  them,  'What  dost  thou  say  on  this  head,  and 
how  dost  thou  propose  to  meet  this  difficulty  ? '  He  replied,  '  0  king !  tjie 
wise  who  lived  before  us  have  pointed  out  to  us  the  stratagem  requisite  for 
this  kind  of  occun'cnce ;  and  said  that  when  any  one  is  too  weak  to  oppose  a 
powerful  enemy  he  must  assuredly  bid  farewell  to  his  property  and  effects, 
and  birth-place  and  fatherland ;  and  must  avert  his  face  from  his  wonted 
dwelling-place  and  well-known  abode :  since  to  wage  war  is  very  perilous, 
and  to  step  into  the  plain  of  battle  is  a  great  calamity ;   especially  when  a 
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defeat  has  been  suffered  from  an  enemy,  and  it  has  been  reckoned  a  piece  of 
good  fortune  to  escape  from  him.  And  whoever — ^inconsiderately  advancing 
to  avenge  himself,  pretends  to  attack  foes,  the  impression  of  whose  arms  and 
hostility  he  has  experienced,  is  like  one  who  slumbers  in  the  bed  of  a  toirent 
and  who  has  built  in  the  face  of  a  flood ;  and  to  rely  on  one's  own  strength,  and 
to  be  intoxicated  with  one's  own  prowess  and  valour,  is  far  removed  from 
prudence,  since  the  sword  has  two  edges,  and  the  gale  of  victory  can  blow 
from  both  sides. 

VSHBB. 

From  strife  with  e'en  a  weaker  man  refrain, 
For  torrents  grow  from  single  drops  of  rain. 
Nor  with  more  valiant  warriors  meet  in  strife, 
Thou  canst  not  smite  thy  finger  'gainst  a  knife.'  ^ 

The  King  turned  to  another  and  said,  *  What  have  been  thy  reflections, 
and  in  what  manner  dost  thou  foresee  a  prosperous  issue  to  this  matter.^ '  He 
replied,  '  My  sentiments  do  not  accord  with  what  the  former  minister  has 
said  with  respect  to  flight  and  the  desertion  of  our  abodes.  Nay,  that 
counsel  beseems  not  men  of  imderstanding,  since,  at  the  first  onset  and  attack 
to  suffer  one's  self  to  be  so  abased,  and  to  bid  fiEureweU  to  one'i^  home  and 
fatherland,  is  a  cause  of  disgrace  and  dishonor. 

HEMISTICH. 

At  every  wound  brave  men  must  not  give  way. 

It  is  more  advisable  that  we  should  make  preparations  for  battle,  and  enter 
upon  the  war  with  all  possible  dignity,  and  on  the  most  imposing  scale. 


Unless  we  draw  the  sabre  from  its  sheath, 

None  will  onr  name  as  that  of  brave  men  breathe. 

Ourselveft  will  be  on  honor's  road  the  guide,* 

And  meet  the  boastings  of  the  proud  with  pride. 

So,  aided  by  the  world-creating  Lord, 

On  foes  we^  wreak  our  yengeance  with  the  sword. 

The  fortunate  king  may  then  fondle  with  the  hand  of  enjoyment  the  chaste  bride 
of  empire,  when  the  water '  of  his  fire-dropping  scymitar  has  washed  out  the 
name  of  the  malignant  foe  from  the  tablet  of  life ;  and  the  renowned  emperor 
can  at  that  time  raise  to  the  lip  of  his  wishes  the  cup  of  blissful  repose,  when 
he*  has  crushed  with  the  stone  of  victory  the  goblet  of  the  desire  of  the 
insolent-eyed  foe.  The  advisable  course  at  present  is  that  we  establish 
videttes  and  keep  watch  on  every  side  whence  danger  can  be  expected,  and 


^  Lit.,  *  a  lancet.' 

'  I  give  this  translation  because  of  the  equiyocal  meanings  of  nang  and  tabitn,  though  it 
is  more  Ukely  that  the  real  signification  is,  *  We  shall  ourselyes  shew  the  way  to  our 
dishonor,  inasmuch  as  before  the  weak  we  shall  play  the  recreant.' 

>  The  word  db  siniifies  also  *  the  lustre  of  steeV  *  the  water  of  a  sword.'  Hence  its  use 
here,  when  associatM  with  the  epithet  *  fire-dropping,'  it  is  exactly  suited  to  the  Persian 
taste,  which  is  the  farthest  possible  remoyed  frx)m  tnat  of  HcUcon. 
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if  the  foe  assail  us,  meet  him  prepared  and  upon  our  guard,  and  keep  our 
ground  manfully  in  the  battle  until  the  face  of  victory  shews  itself  to  the 
eye  of  hope  through  the  dust  of  the  conflict,  or  our  blood  be  mingled  with 
the  mire  of  the  battle-ground  in  the  field  of  honor  and  renown. 

HSMISTICH. 

Let  me  bat  fall  with  honor,  and  'tis  well. 
And  it  behoves  kings  on  the  day  of  battle,  and  at  a  crisis  when  their  honor 
is  concerned,  not  to  regard  consequences ;  and,  in  the  time  of  war,  to  look 
upon  life  and  property  as  valueless. 

STANZA. 

Step  thon  into  the  hattle-fleld  prepared  to  die,  and  see 

In  the  hollow  of  attainment's  hat  the  ball  of  thy  deore. 
Wooldst  thou  that  fortune  shew  her  face  as  thou  wouldst  wish  to  thee  r 

Then  meet  thy  foeman  front  to  front,  nor  from  his  fiice  retire.' 

The  King  turned  the  face  of  attention  towards  another,  asking,  '  What 
does  thy  judgment  point  out  and  what  writing  does  thy  counsel  inscribe  on  the 
board  of  representation  ? '  He  replied,  *  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  what 
the  others  say.  I  think  it  will  be  best  to  despatch  spies  and  employ  clever 
emissaries,  and  having  thoroughly  reconnoitred  the  position  of  our  enemies, 
to  discover  whether  they  show  any  inclination  to  make  terms  or  not.  If 
they  are  content  to  receive  tribute  and  subsidy  from  us,  and  will  meet  our 
Mendly  advances  with  the  favor  of  acceptance ;  we,  too,  will  base  our  a£Qurs 
on  peace,  and  to  the  extent  of  our  power  and  the  limit  of  possibility,  we  will 
undertake  to  pay  tribute,  and  thus  relieved  from  the  hardships  of  war  and  the 
affliction  of  their  night-attacks,  we  will  rest  in  our  own  country. 

TZB8B. 

.  Till  with  success  by  prudent  plans  we  meet. 

Better  be  humble  than  resist  our  foes. 
When  force  cannot  the  enemy  defeat. 

Better  with  gifts  the  door  of  mischief  dose. 
Wouldst  thou  by  foeman's  malice  not  be  stung  ? 
With  talismanic  kindness  bind  his  tongue. 

And  one  fitting  policy  and  wholesome  counsel  for  kings,  is — ^that  when  the 
preponderant  power  of  their  enemy  is  apparent,  and  there  is  cause  to  dread 
that  his  injuries  and  influence  will  spread  throughout  the  realm,  and  that  the 
people  will  be  exposed  to  destruction  and  fall  into  the  vortex  of  perdition — to 
try  the  throw  ^  of  stratagem  and  to  meet  the  doubles^  of  his  foe  with 
gentleness ;  and  having  released  his  subjects  from  the  check ^  of  adversity,  to 
make  his  wealth  the  shield  of  the  state  and  realm — since  to  challenge  the 
throw,  though  the  cast'  of  the  enemy  may  be  on  the  carpet'  of  overbearing 
power  and  haughtiness,  and  to  play  the  piece '  of  opposition  madly,  in  spite  of 


1  It  will  be  seen  that  all  the  terms  that  follow  are  taken  from  the  game  of  backgammon. 
'  Chess,  dice,  etc.,  are  played  by  the  Orientals  on  a  carpet  as  by  us  on  a  board. 


r 
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the  adversary's  superior  strength^  is  far  removed  from  the  decrees  of  reason 
and  diverse  from  the  adornments  of  experience. 

HXKISTICH. 

When  times  are  adyerse,  then  yield  thou  to  time.' 

The  King  called  np  another  vazfr,  and  said,  *  Do  thou,  too,  point  out  fhy  views 
and  explain  vrhat  enters  thy  mind.'  He  said,  *  0  King !  in  my  opinion,  to 
leave  our  country  and  undergo  the  pain  of  parting  and  the  affliction  of  exile, 
is  more  to  be  commended  than  to  break  the  thread  of  our  hereditary  honor, 
and  condescend  to  a  foe  who  can  never  be  aught  but  our  inferior. 

COUPLET. 

When  will  the  hawk  the  punj  quail  obey? 
When  savage  lions  arc  of  deer  the  prey. 

If  we  place  ourselves  in  a  position  to  assent  to  give  tribute,  and  supply 
provisions  to  the  owls,  they  will  not  be  satisfied  with  that,  and  will  exert 
themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  to  extirpate  and  cut  us  off.  And  they 
have  said,  *  It  is  right  so  far  to  show  deference  to  an  enemy,  as  to  enable  us 
to  obtain  our  object  of  him,  and  not  to  carry  this  feeling  to  such  an  excess  as 
that  our  minds  should  be  degraded  and  our  enemy  emboldened.'  And  they 
will  never  be  content  with  a  trifling  tribute  from  us ;  wherefore  our  remedy 
IB  patience  and  cautious  procedure ;  and  if  the  exigency  arise  there  is  nothing 
to  render  war  inadmissible,  inasmuch  as  the  distresses  of  war  are  preferable 
to  the  obliteration  of  fame  and  honor. 

COUPLET. 

Better  to  lie  entombed  beneath  the  stone, 
Than,  living,  under  vile  opprobrium  groan.' 

The  king  then  called  forward  the  fifth  vazfr,  whose  name  was  Karshinis 
[Experienced],  and  said,  '  I  have  much  reliance  on  thy  understanding,  which 
is  capable  of  solving  difficulties — and  infinite  confidence  in  thy  world- 
illuminating  wisdom. 

STANZA. 

None  e'er  beheld  a  solver  of  the  knots  of  church  and  state 
In  straits,  like  to  the  counsels  of  thy  penetrating  mind : 

From  these  alone  men  gain  their  wish,  are  rendered  fortunate, 
And  by  thy  spirit's  influence  the  Hum&'s  glories  find. 

What  opinion  dost  thou  give  in  this  matter ;  and  of  war,  and  peace  and 
expatriation,  which  dost  thou  select  ? '  Karshinas  replied,  '  My  counsel  is, 
not  to  choose  war  with  the  owls  save  on  compulsion,  and  so  long  as  we  can 
see  some  other  issue  for  our  affairs  with  them,  not  to  base  our  proceeding  on 
strife,  because  they  are  bold  in  fighting  with  us,  and  we  feeble  against  them. 
They  are  both  stronger  and  more  terrible  than  we  are,  and  to  despise  a  foe 
occasions  one  to  be  elated  with  pride,  and  pride  borders  on  a  fall ;  and  before 
this  I  was  in  dread  of  their  attacks,  and  I  have  now  witnessed  with  my  eyes 
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that  which  I  feared;  and  they  now  will  not  give  ns  trouble,  because 
among  them  are  cautions  people,  and  a  cautious  man  never  feels  himself 
safe  from  his  foe,  because  when  he  is  near,  it  is  possible  i^t  he  may  make  a 
sudden  attack ;  and  when  the  distance  between  them  is  great,  it  may  be  that 
he  will  tmn  back  upon  him ;  and  when  he  takes  to  flight,  an  ambuscade  may 
be  expected ;  and  when  alone  one  may  suppose  that  he  has  devised  some 
stratagem  and  treason.  And,  according  to  this  way  of  arguing,  war  is  now  in 
the  knot  of  suspense  on  their  part,  and,  supposing  that  they  have  the 
intention  of  making  war,  it  is  not  advisable  for  us  to  engage  them,  for  he  is 
the  wisest  of  creatures  who  abstains  from  war ;  for  that  which  is  lost  in  war 
is  the  coin  of  life,  and  there  ia  no  equivalent  for  that. 

COUFLBT. 

Hast  thou  the  strength  of  elephants,  the  claws 
Of  lions;  jet  'tis  best  from  war  to  pause.' 

The  king  said,  '  If  thou  loathest  war,  then  what  dost  thou  propose  ?'  He 
replied,  '  Deliberation  is  requisite  in  this  matter,  and  the  heights  and  depths 
of  it  must  be  measured  with  the  step  of  debate ;  for  kings  obtain  by  just 
counsels  and  right  deliberation  those  objects  which  are  not  attainable  with 
much  treasure,  and  a  coimtless  band  of  ministers  and  attendants. 

COUFLBT. 

The  sword  may  one,  perhaps  a  hundred,  slay :        By  prudence  a  whole  host  dissolves  away.^ 

And  the  main  thing  in  such  matters  is  the  luminous  judgment  of  the  king ; 
and  the  counsel  of  judicious  ministers  is  a  cause  of  increasing  the  lustre  of 
intellect,  whence  arises  the  perfection  of  light,  as  the  water  of  the  sea  is 
augmented  by  the  volume  of  the  rivers ;  and,  therefore,  whoever  does  not 
seek  assistance  from  the  opinions  of  upright  councillors  whose  words  are 
worthy  of  approval,  will,  in  a  short  time,  lose  all  he  may  have  gained  from 
the  assistance  of  fortune  and  the  support  of  successM  coincidence ;  while  he 
who  fortunately  participates  in  the  blessings  of  reason,  and  makes  attention 
to  the  words  of  those  in  whom  confidence  can  be  placed  his  outer  and  inner 
garment,  his  happy  destiny  will  be  permanent  and  his  fortane  secure.  And 
toHlay — ^thanks  be  to  God ! — the  kii^g  is  adorned  with  perfect  wisdom  and 
arrayed  with  the  beauty  of  right  counsel. 

VEB8B. 

0  Thou !  whose  reason  guards  the  realm  of  worth, 
Whose  wisdom  2  to  the  eastern  orb  gave  birth; 
Whose  counsels  true  with  right  opinion's  aid, 
The  rules  of  justice  on  firm  hasis  laid. 
What  my  thoughts'  value  gauged  hy  thy  clear  view  ? 
What  price  for  heads  from  jewelers  is  due  ? 


1  Lit.,  '  thou  mayst  break  an  army's  back.' 

'  Jidy  signifies  *  the  kindling  of  fire  by  the  stick  zand,*  as  well  as  *  wisdom,*  hence  an 
equivoque  here,  no  trace  of  whicn  can  be  preserved  in  the  translation. 
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But  since  the  king  .has  honored  me  by  consulting  me  in  this  affair,  and  hsts 
bestowed  on  me  the  dignity  of  a  counsellor,  I  wish  to  say  some  things  in 
answer  privately,  while  I  will  declare  a  part  of  my  opinion  in  public.  And 
just  as  I  am  averse  to  war,  so  I  feel  repugnant  to  yield  unqualified  sub- 
mission and  degrading  compliance,  and  I  will  not  bow  my  neck  to  tribute 
and  the  endurance  of  reproach  to  which  our  ancestors  refused  their  consent. 

COUPLET. 

A  weak  sahmissioii  brings  foul  obloquy, 
Than  life  dishonored  better  'tis  to  die. 

A  man  of  a  lofty  spirit  desires  a  long  life  that  his  memory  may  survive,  and 
his  name  be  perpetuated,  and  if — ^which  God  forbid ! — ^infamy  should  attach 
to  him,  he  would  prefer  a  brief  career  to  that. 

HEMISTICH. 

Good  fame  without  reproach  be  mine !  for  death  is  better  far  than  shame. 

And  I  do  not  think  it  expedient  for  the  king  to  make  a  declaration  of  his 
own  weakness ;  for  whoever  yields  to  self-abasement,  the  doors  of  calamity 
are  opened  upon  him,  and  the  path  of  remedy  closed  against  him. 

C0X7FLBT. 

Keep  a  firm  heart,  nor  yield  to  weak  despair; 
Where  man  is  weakest  Heayen  grows  darkest  there. 

And  for  the  other  segments  of  my  discourse  privacy  is  required  in  order  that 
they  may  be  represented  to  the  view  of  the  realm-adorning  judgment  of  the 
king.'  One  of  the  courtiers  in  the  assembly  said,  '0  Kdrshinas!  the 
advantage  of  consultation  is  this,  that  every  one  of  those  possessed  of 
sagacity  may  say  his  say.  Thus  it  may  chance  that  the  shaft  of  the  thoughts 
of  one  of  them  may  strike  the  target  of  the  desired  object ;  and  the  wise 
have  said,  '  A  counsel  is  an  assembly  of  wise  men,  and  wherever  a  body  of 
men  of  sense  enter  upon  an  affair,  the  beginnings  and  issues  thereof  will  be 
in  the  best  possible  way  brought  under  their  examination,  and  the  issue 
of  that  matter  will  be  combined  with  victory  and  success.  Thus  a  sage  has 
said, 

TERSE. 

'  Place  not  thy  hopes  on  treasure,  sword  or  host ; 

But  from  the  wise  for  plans  and  counsel  call : 
For  prudent  counsel  will  befriend  thee  most, 

Where  sword  and  arrow  ineffectual  fall.' 

Wherefore  what  can  be  the  advantage  of  thy  proposing  to  defer  thy  speech 
to  a  private  audience  ? '  Kdrshinas  repKed,  '  Not  every  one  consulted 
is  worthy  of  confidence,  and  state-secrets  are  not  like  affairs  of  ordinary 
occurrence  and  common  transactions  on  which  advice  may  be  asked 
from  any  one.  And  they  have  said,  *  King's  secrets  are  disclosed  by  those 
consulted,  or  by  ambassadors  and  emissaries.'     And  how  knowest  thou  that 

X 
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there  is  no  emissary  present  here  at  this  time,  who  is  listening  to  our  words 
in  order  that  he  may  with  all  speed  transmit  to  the  enemy  intelligence  of  all 
he  hears  ?  So  they  after  due  consideration  of  the  beginnings  and  endings 
thereof,  will  close  up  their  dangerous  apertures,  and  th^  arrow  of  our 
schemes  will  fiail  to  reach  the  desired  mark.  And  on  the  supposition  that  an 
enemy  is  present  not  being  allowed;  perhaps,  each  one  of  the  bystanders 
may  have  a  Mend  and  companion,  and  it  is  possible  that  these  friends  may 
demand  of  them  the  particulars  of  this  meeting,  and  a  statement  of  what  has 
been  said,  and  in  a  very  short  time  the  exact  nature  of  our  deliberations  wiU 
pass  current  in  the  mouths  and  on  the  tongues  of  all,  and  thus  reach  the  ear 
of  both  friends  and  enemies;  and  hence  it  is  that  they  have  urged  so 
strenuously  the  concealment  of  secrets. 

00X7FLBT. 

How  trathfblly  that  man  of  prudence  said ! 

*  Guard  well  thy  secret,  wonldst  thou  g^uard  thy  head.'^ 

And  whoever  divulges  his  secret  to  another  who  bears  not  the  stamp  of 
confidence,  will  repent  in  the  end  when  regret  is  unavailing.  And  no  person 
needs  to  conceal  his  secret  with  such  strenuous  care  as  a  king,  for  if  any  one 
but  he,  who  is  truly  a  confidant  of  the  king,  becomes  acquainted  with  his 
secrets,  the  greatest  troubles  may  be  expected  to  arise  from  it. 

OOVPLBT. 

If  one  beside  thyself  thy  counsel  know, 

Then  for  thy  counsel  soon  thy  tears  must  flow. 

And  there  have  been  many,  who  have  lost  possession  of  realm  and  royalty, 
yea,  of  life  and  existence,  through  the  disclosure  of  a  secret,  just  as  the  King 
of  Kashmir,  through  revealing  his  purpose  to  his  vazfr,  fell  in  a  short  time 
frx>m  the  pinnacle  of  princely  power  into  the  abyss  of  helplessness,  and  the 
sun  of  his  existence  set  below  the  horizon  of  nonentity.'  Pfruz  inquired, 
'  How  was  that  ?  ' 

STORY  II. 

K&rshinds  said,  '  They  have  related  that  in  the  city  of  Kashmir  there  was 
a  King,  who  had  placed  the  reins  of  subjugation  upon  the  head  of  tiie  bay 
courser  of  the  sky,  and  had  cast  the  lasso  of  possession  over  the  neck  of 
refractory  fortune.  From  fear  of  the  gleam  of  his  lightning-like  scymitar, 
the  wind  had  not  the  boldness  to  blow  contrary  to  the  straight  direction,  and 
through  dread  of  his  life-ravishing  shafts,  whose  effects  resembled  those  of 
the  thunderbolt,  water  had  not  the  power  to  flow  tortuously  on  the  earth. 


1  Sirr  sig^nifies  '  a  secret,'  and  aar  *  the  head.'    Hence  arises  an  equivoque  in  the  original 
muretainable  id  English. 
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VER8B. 

He  o'er  the  world  a  robe  of  safety  threw, 
That  freed  the  sword  from  shameful  nudity. 

His  justice  such, — oppressed  spirits  grew 
Forgetful  of  their  groans'  sad  archery.* 

And  tHs  potent  King  had  in  the  unviolated  sanctuary  of  his  Haram  and 
behind  the  curtain  of  enjoyment,'  a  beautiful  mistress,  whose  dark  ringlets 
lent  assistance  to  the  longest  winter-night,  and  whose  life-bestowing 
countenance  outvied  the  ftdl  moon  in  perfect  loveliness.  If  the  vigil- 
keeping  recluse  had  beheld  in  a  dream  the  image  of  her  beauty,  he  would 
— ^like  the  chaste-skirted  mom — ^from  attachment  to  her  features,  have  rent 
the  collar  of  his  religious  garb. 

VERSE. 

Of  stately  aspect  and  of  stature  tall, 
Her  eyebrows  arched,  her  locks  in  nooses  &11. 
Just  so  the  cypress  finds  in  the  parterre. 
Jasmines  for  cheeks,  and  violets  for  hair. 

The  king's  heart  was  bound  to  that  delicate  fair  one,  so  that  he  regarded  the 
survey  of  her  beauty  as  the  sum  of  existence,  and  counted  gazing  on  her 
ringlets  and  mole  as  the  principal  of  life.  Every  moment  the  attraction  of 
the  love  of  his  mistress  drew  his  soul  towards  herself,  and  the  curl  of  her 
heart-delighting  ringlets  snatched  away  the  coin  of  patience  from  the  pocket 
of  his  heart. 

OOUFLSr. 

It  is  not  of  my  own  free  choice  I  follow  her  pursuing  still, 
But  lasso-like  her  ringlets  draw  me  on  and  on  against  my  will. 

And  that  playful  and  mischief-exciting  fair  one,  wheh  she  saw  the  bird  of 
the  King's  heart  prisoned  in  the  snare  of  her  fascinating  locks,  drew  the 
bow  of  her  eye-brow  to  behind  her  ear,  and  let  fly  the  shaft  of  her  glances 
at  the  target  of  his  breast ;  and  each  hour,  vnth  her  wily  coquetry  and  sweet 
blandishments,  she  tried  a  new  trip'  against  the  foot  of  his  heart. 

C0T7FLBT. 

The  art  of  winning^  lovers,  and  the  wont  of  causing  feud, 
"Were  like  a  robe  that  o'er  her  form  by  nature  had  been  sewed. 

And  through  the  capricious  haughtiness  inseparable  from  beauty,  she  was  not 
content  simply  with  the  attentions  of  the  King,  but  made  other  conquests  in 


*  He  made  the  world  so  safe  that  there  was  no  need  to  bare  the  sword.  Sighs  are  said 
to  bo  the  arrows  of  the  oppressed,  and  his  justice  was  such  that  those  who  suffer^  forgot  to 
discharffe  them  aahar-^dhf  *  at  dawn,'  that  is,  '  at  morning-prayer,'  which  two  words  I  have 
omitte£ 

'  A  MS.  in  my  possession  has  the  infinitelv  better  reading  of  pardah-i  *mmat  *in  the 
curtain  of  chastity,'  for  the  pardah-i  *ishrat  oi  the  editions,  which  should  decidedly  be 
expunged. 

3  The  band  is  here  *  a  throw  in  wrestling.' 

*  Or  it  may  be  kmhi  *  slaying.' 

X  2 
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all  directionB,  and  cast  the  lasso  of  her  fascinations  over  the  neck  of  the 
unfortunate  wanderers  in  the  deserts  of  passion;  and  finally  commenced 
operations  with  a  youth  of  graceful  form,  who  was  one  of  the  attendants 
on  the  king,  and  a  stripling  of  kind  disposition,  one  of  the  court 
fJBLYoiites,  whose  tender  beard  had  airived,  like  Xhizr,  on  the  brink  of  the 
water  of  life,  and  the  down  of  whose  cheek  shewed  itself  like  a  hyacinth  of 
Paradise  on  the  margin  of  the  river  Kausar. 

00X7PLBT. 

The  downy  hain  by  coral  Ups  appear, 
Like  heliotropes  that  grow  life's  water  near. 

And  the  youth  too  was  overpowered  by  love,  so  that  on  the  scroll  of  his 
feeling  there  remained  not  a  character  from  the  volume  of  patience,  nor  was 
there  a  breath  of  life's  impression  left  on  the  page  of  his  fortunes. 

0OT7FLXT. 

He  that  becomes  with  loye  acquainted  nought  will  chase  his  pain  away. 
He  feeds  his  grief,  nor  leech  nor  physic  e'er  can  make  his  loye  decay.' 

The  lover  and  the  lady  continually  carried  on  question  and  answer  with  their 
eyes  and  brows,  and  conversed  by  gestures  and  nods.  One  day  the  ying 
was  seated  on  the  cushion  of  enjoyment,  and  had  fixed  his  heart  on  union 
with  his  fascinating  mistress,  and  the  youth  was  standing  in  attendance,  and 
all  the  requisites  for  entertainment  were  at  hand.  The  King  gazed  on  the 
bewitching  beauty  of  his  fair  one,  and  perused  on  the  page  of  her  cheek  the 
writing,  '  In  the  most  perfect  eymmetry,^  The  lady,  careless  of  the  King's 
regards,  cast  her  eyes  upon  the  youth,  and  displayed  on  her  lips  a  smile 
which  filled  Time's  lap  with  sugar. 

HBMISTICH. 

Smile,  and  the  lap  of  pleasure  fill  with  sweets  ! 

The  youth  too,  from  the  comer  of  his  enchanting  eye,  responded  with  a 
glance,  which  would  have  excited  in  the  world  a  thousand  troubles. 

C0X7PLBT. 

Half-oped  the  gay  narcissus  of  his  eye. 

And  half  looked  forth,  and  half  was  coquetry. 

When  the  King  observed  that  circumstance,  the  fire  of  jealousy  began  to 
blaze  in  his  heart,  and  now  that  he  had  discovered  their  attachment,  he  at 
once  withdrew  his  affections  from  association  with  his  mistress. 

OOU^LBT. 

'  Touch  not  the  tree,'  such  rule  the  wise  hare  made. 
Which  o'er  another  garden  casts  its  shade. 

He  then  thought  to  himself,  '  To  be  precipitate  in  this  matter  seems  far  from 


*  A  MS.  in  my  possession  reads  dard  parwarad  u  muhMaUi  ydr  bar  na  tdfty  which  I 
prefer  to  that  of  the  editions,  of  which  I  find  it  difficult  to  make  sense. 
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the  path  of  reason,  and  to  be  over  hasty  in  removing  these  two  persons,  who, 
in  point  of  tact,  are  my  enemies,  is  not  agreeable  to  prudence,  and  a  due 
regard  for  consequences. 

HEBOSTIOH. 

Patience,  for  man,  tranacends  all  things  that  are. 

He  then  passed  over  that  thing  as  if  he  had  not  observed  it,  and  finished  his 
interview  according  to  his  established  custom,  and  passed  the  night  until  day 
with  the  light  of  the  taper  of  the  beauty  of  his  beloved,  but  his  heart  burned 
moth-like  in  the  flame  of  the  fire  of  inquietude.  « 

COUPLBT. 

King,  loYcr,  drunken  and  a  loye  so  fair, 
'  How  could 'he  see  her  mark  another  there? 

In  short,  the  next  day,  when  the  Jamshfd  of  the  sun  set  up  on  the  dome  of 
the  turquoise-coloured  heaven  the  banner  of  victory  and  triumph,  and  the 
monarch  of  the  planets  removed  from  before  the  portico  of  the  reclining  place 
of  the  blue  sky  the  curtain  of  darkness. 


When  at  the  teU-tale  morning's  chilly  spell  ^ 
The  golden  hason  from  the  terrace  feU. 
The  fair-cheeked  bride,  the  sun,  with  maiden  grace, 
From  the  sky's  purple  curtain  shewed  her  fiaoe. 

The  Mng  came  forth  [and  seated  himself]  on  the  throne  of  his  glory,  and 
having  proclaimed  a  summons  to  appellants,  himself  decided  their  suits. 

COUPLET. 

Kings,  who  to  justice  fayoringly  incline. 
Of  God's  own  mercy  are  the  shade  divine. 

And  after  he  had  finished  transacting  business  and  giving  sentence  on  the 
suits,  he  held  a  private  council  with  the  vazfr  who  was  his  prime,  minister. 
The  executioner.  Anger,  importuned  him  to  state  to  the  vazfr  the  occurrence 
of  the  night,  and,  with  his  advice,  to  make  the  offenders  taste  of  the  beverage 
of  punishment;  and  the  president,  Eeason,  bade  him  conceal  his  secret, 
and  put  in  execution  the  command  which  his  heart  required.  In  the  end 
anger  prevailed,  and  he  imparted  some  hints  of  what  lay  hid  in  his  heart  to 
the  vazfr,  and  asked  advice  of  him  on  that  head.  The  vazfr  too  gave 
sentence  for  putting  them  to  death,  and  agreed  with  the  opinion  of  the  king, 
whereupon  the  destruction  of  those  two  persons  was  determined,  and  it  was 
resolved  to  make  each  of  them  drink  deadly  poison,  and  so  plunge  them  from 
the  shore  of  existence  into  the  whirlpool  of  annihilation,  and  in  a  way 


^  Dam  means  both  the  'light  breeze'  which  arises  at  mom,  and  also  the  'breath  of 
detraction.'  Sunrise  is  compared  to  a  golden  basin  falling  from  a  terrace.  I  shiUl  be  glad  if 
any  critic  will  throw  more  hght  on  this  strange  expression. 
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known  only  to  the  king  and  the  vozix,  carry  the  affair  to  its  conclusion ;  so 
that  the  curtain  of  dishonor^  should  not  be  rent,  nor  the  thread  of  reputation 
severed. 

00X7PLET. 

Such  things  as  these  'tis  better  to  conceal, 
Thon  wilt  repent  if  thon  shouldst  them  reveal. 

The  yaz(r  came  home  from  the  presence  of  the  king  and  found  his  daughter 
very  sad  and  discomfited.  On  asking  her  the  reason,  he  learned  that  his 
daughter  had  been  that  day  in  the  seraglio  of  the  king,  and  that  she  had 
been  treated  by  the  royal  lady  discourteously  in  a  variety  of  ways,  and  had 
received  from  her  much  indignity  in  the  midst  of  her  equals  and  associates. 
The  vazfr  was  vexed  at  this  circumstance,  and  said,  to  soothe  his  daughter, 

OOVPLET. 

*  The  messenger,  the  morning-breeze,  last  night  did  whispering  say 
That  the  day  of  trouble  and  of  grief  was  fleeting  fast  away. 

Grieve  not,  for  in  these  two  or  three  days  the  lamp  of  her  life  will  be  extinct, 
and  the  flower  of  her  existence  will  be  withered.*  The  girl  in  order  to 
ascertain  this  circumstance,  made  inquiries  into  the  facts  of  the  case.  The 
vazfr  recounted  somewhat^  of  what  had  passed  between  him  and  the  king, 
and  enjoined  her  most  strictly  to  keep  it  secret.  The  girl,  pleased  at  this 
good  news,  came  out  from  her  father's  presence,  and  shortly  after,  one  of  the 
attendants  of  the  seraglio  and  servants  of  the  Haram  came  to  apologise  to 
her  and  comfort  her.  When  the  preliminary  excuses  had  been  made,  the 
vazfr's  daughter  said,  '  It  matters  not.  If  the  king's  lady  ha6  for  no  reason 
given  me  pain,  she  will  nevertheless  soon  get  her  punishment  and  reward. 

HEMISTICH. 

Soon  will  my  foe  be  taken  from  my  sight.' 

The  attendant,  too,  displayed  much  gratification  and  delight  at  this,  and 
asked,  '  Whence  dost  thou  say  this  ?  and  when  will  it  be  that  we  shall  be 
released  from  her  tyranny  and  cruelty  ? '  The  vazir's  daughter  said,  *  If  thou 
art  able  to  keep  my  secret,  I  will  disclose  to  thee  this  matter  and  will  not- 
conceal  a  particle  from  thee.'  The  attendant  swore  an  oath  to  her,  and  the 
vazlr's  daughter  detailed  the  whole  affair  exactly  as  it  stood.  Hereupon  the 
attendant  hurried  back  and  acquainted  the  royal  lady  with  the  circumstance, 
and  the  latter  sending  for  the  youth  to  a  private  consultation,  informed  him 
of  the  secret,  and  they  together  induced  others  to  become  their  accomplices ; 
and  before  the  King  could  hear  of  it,  they  came  to  his  pillow  and  plunged 
the  bark  of  his  life  into  the  whirlpool  of  destruction.     Thus  by  disclosing  his 


*  I  confess  I  should  have  preferred  nik  ndmi  here,  as  it  would  have  corresponded  better 
than  bad  ndmi  to  ndmus ;  and  besides,  to  rend  the  curtain  of  dUfumor  seems  to  give  a 
false  idea. 

2  Lit. :  *  a  whiir.' 
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secret  to  the  y&zir,  he  fell  from  the  post  of  successful  fortune ;  nay,  also 
^m  the  place  of  existence,  to  the  narrow  strait  of  ruin  and  the  prison  of 
extinction. 

And  the  moral  of  this  story  is,  that  if  kings  consult  with  vazfrs,  and  reap 
the  advantage  of  their  experience  and  sagacity ;  nevertheless,  it  behoves  them 
not  to  acquaint  any  one  with  the  secret  of  their  heart,  since  when  they 
themselves — notwithstanding  their  divine  rank  and  aid  from  heaven,  and  their 
lofty  spirit  and  noble  character — are  unable  to  keep  their  secrets,  how  can 
others  who  are  lower  in  position  and  inferior  in  reason  and  understanding, 
preserve  it  ? 

00T7PLET. 

When  thine  own  secret  thon  canst  not  conceal, 
Why  art  thon  yexed  if  others  it  reyeal  ?  * 

When  Karshinas  had  recoimted  this  story  and  had  perforated  a  gem  of 
this  beauty  with  the  diamond  of  fiEiscinating  style,  another  of  those  present  in 
the  assembly,  loosed  the  tongue  of  objection,  saying,  '  According  to  what 
thou  hast  said,  we  must  throw  up  the  practice  of  taking  advice,  and 
content  ourselves  with  our  own  plans  and  judgment ;  yet  to  abandon  counsel 
is  not  approved  by  reason  and  wisdom,  and  the  wise  saying,  '  And  eonttdt 
them  in  the  affair  [of  wary  ^  proves  that  an  affair  ought  not  to  be  undertaken 
without  consultation. 

C0T7PLBT. 

Unless  on  counsel  thou  thy  actions  hase, 
Nor  law  nor  reason  find  in  them  their  place.^ 

And  the  verse  of  God's  word  which  enjoins  his  own  Chosen  one,  the  Prophet, 
to  take  cotmsel  with  the  attendants  of  the  court  of  the  prophetical  ofiice,  is  a 
proof  that  consultation  is  a  divine  command,  nay,  rather  an  absolute  decree. 

COUPLET. 

Since  counsel  is  the  Prophet's  high  behoof; 
Why  from  that  method  dost  thou  keep  aloof?' 

Karshinas  said,  *  God  Most  High  commanded  the  Prophet  (on  whom  be  the 
divine  blessing !)  to  consult  with  others — ^not  that  his  judgment  might  be 
aided  by  theirs,  since  the  luminous  mind  of  the  Lord  of  Prophecy,  (may 
benedictions  and  peace  be  upon  him  !)  which  was  assisted  by  the  inspiration 
of  God  and  was  adorned  vrith  the  help  of  the  supreme  favor,  is  a  world- 
displaying  mirror,  such  that  the  true  state  of  things  appears  evident  and 
distinct  in  it — ^but  [the  command  was  given]  to  attest  the  advantages  of 
counsel,  and  to  corroborate  its  benefits,  in  order  that  mankind  might  airay 
themselves  with  this  admirable    quality,   and  turn  from  self-deceit    and 


*  Kur'to,  Fl.  iii.  153 ;  Mar.  iii.  160;  Sale,  p.  50, 1.  16 :  *  Therefore  forgiye  them  and 
ask  pardon  for  them :  and  consult  them  in  the  affair  of  war ;  and,  after  thou  hast  deliberated, 
trust  in.  God ;  for  God  loveth  those  who  trust  in  Him.' 

^  Lit. :  *■  Thou  dischar^st  not  the  duties  of  the  law,  nor  givest  to  reason  its  just  claims.' 
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opinionatedness  towards  askiiig  advice  of  others  and  sober  deliberation ;  and 
support  their  own  weak  judgment  with  the  aid  of  that  of  others ;  like  the 
light  of  a  lampy  which  is  augmented  by  the  substance  of  grease;  and  the  rays 
of  fire,  which  are  increased  by  the  help  of  wood.  Now  my  words  did  not 
imply  that  we  ought  to  give  up  consultation,  but  the  meaning  which  they 
developed  was,  that  we  must  conceal  the  'conclusion  which  we  come  to  from 
consultation,  and  keep  close  our  resolve.  For  the  concealment  of  secrets  and 
the  withholding  our  intentions,  contain  two  most  important  advantages: — 
the  first  is,  that  it  has  been  proved  by  experience,  that  every  affair  which  is 
kept  concealed,  is  most  quickly  brought  to  a  successful  issue,  and  the 
direction,  '  Seek  ye  help  in  your  momentoua  affaira,*  alludes  to  this.  The 
second  is,  that  if  that  plan  should  not  be  in  accordance  with  destiny,  and 
the  mind  should  be  unable  to  perform  its  purpose,  at  least  the  rejoicing 
of  enemies  and  the  mischief-making  remarks  of  detractors  will  not  follow. 

OOVPLST. 

That  I  iail  to  win  thee  does  not  on  my  soul  so  darkly  weigh, 
Ab  the  sarcasms  of  my  riyals,  who  against  me  aye  inyeigh.' 

Piruz  said,  '0  kind  counsellor!  I  have  perfect  confidence  in  thy 
excessive  attachment  and  loyalty,  and  of  all  the  vazfrs  and  ministers  who 
wait  at  this  court,  I  know  thee  to  excel  in  ability  and  judgment ;  whatever 
then,  enters  thy  mind,  of  the  nature  of  advice  and  loyal  reconmiendation, 
allow  not  thyself  to  fajl  in  declaring  it.'  Earshinds  made  obeisance, 
and  said, 

0OT7FLBT. 

*  0  thou !  beneath  whose  sheltering  justice  hearts  and  hirds  in  safety  liye, 
Whose  wisdom's  rays  to  man  sweet  rest,  and  to  the  race  prinuBml  ^  giye. 

It  is  incumbent  on  every  servant,  when  he  sees  his  master  devising  a 
measure,  to  declare  that  which  he  sees  to  approximate  nearest  to  the  right; 
and  if  he  find  the  royal  purpose  associated  with  error,  to  display  the 
way  in  which  mischief  will  result  from  it ;  and  to  speak  with  respectful 
gentleness ;  and  until  he  observes  his  plans  and  counsels  to  be  thoroughly 
sound,  not  to  desist.  And  every  counsellor  who  neglects  his  benefactor  and 
does  not  observe  what  is  due  from  an  adviser,  nor  discharge  the  requirements 
of  uprightness  and  confidence,  must  be  regarded  as  an  enemy;  and  the 
custom  of  asking  advice  of  him  must  be  abandoned ;  and  whenever  a  king 
thus  values  and  conceals  his  secrets,  and  secures  a  competent  minister  and  an 
upright  counsellor  in  whom  reliance  can  be  placed ;  and  considers  the  remu- 
neration of  those  who  are  serviceable  as  an  obligation  according  to  the  laws 
of  princely  rule ;  and  recognizes  the  rebuking  and  chastisement  of  offenders 
as  an  intimate  part  of  king-craft ;  it  is  most  probable  that  his  kingdom 


JdH  is  the  name  of  a  Prc-adamitc  race,  according  to  Muslim  tradition. 
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will  remain  permanent  and  bis  fortunes  imshakeny  and  the  hand  of  the 
vicissitudes  of  time  will  not  quickly  snatch  from  him  the  gifts  of  favorable 
destiny. 


On  faith  and  justice  that  thy  throne  may  rest, 

Be  all  thy  lahor  in  their  culture  spent : 
And  let  the  world  be  with  thy  riches  blest, 

That  thou  be  glad,  and  God  with  thee  content.' 

The  King  asked,  'How  must  secrets  be  kept  hid  and  from  whom?' 
Kdrshinas  replied,  '  The  secrets  of  kings  are  of  different  degrees.  Some  are  of 
such  a  nature  that  the  king  must  keep  Ihem  concealed — even  from  himself;  that 
is  to  say,  he  must  carry  his  concealment  of  them  to  such  excess  that,  as  one 
might  say,  he  himself  is  not  to  be  the  confidant  of  them,  how  then  could  he 
give  even  a  hint  of  them  to  others  ?  And  a  sage  has  said,  on  this  head, 

STANZA. 

'That  which  should  not  be  mentioned,  in  thy  mind 

Keep  hidden,  and  that  so  rigidly. 
That  should  thy  heart  long  seek  the  thought  to  find. 

The  search  may  yain  and  unsuccessful  be.' 

And  there  are  a  few  other  secret  matters  in  which  the  position  of  confidant 
may  be  imparted  to  two  persons,  and  in  others  it  may  be  extended  to  three, 
and  it  is  allowable  to  go  as  far  as  four  and  five  persons.  But  a  secret  which 
the  mind  may  have  conceived  in  the  matter  of  the  owls,  admits  not  of  being 
confided  to  more  than  four  ears  and  two  heads.'  After  the  King  had  heard 
these  words  he  turned  his  tace  towards  his  cabinet,  and  having  sent  for  his 
vazir  Karshinas,  introduced  the  subject,  and  inquired,  first,  '  What  has  been 
the  cause  of  the  hostility  and  what  the  reason  of  the  enmity  and  spirit  of  rivalry 
between  us  and  the  owls  ? '  He  replied,  '  In  ancient  times  a  crow  uttered  a 
speech,  and  the  owls  nourished  a  spite  in  their  hearts  on  that  account,  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  hostility,  and  that  quarrel  and  feud  have  continued  to 
this  day.'    The  King  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  in. 

He  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  flock  of  birds  assembled  and  came  to 
an  agreement,  saying,  'We  must  have  a  chief  and  leader,  to  whom  we* can 
have  recourse  in  troublous  affairs,  that  if  an  enemy  come  to  make  war  upon 
us,  we  may  exert  ourselves  to  repulse  and  get  rid  of  him  with  this  chief's 
assistance.'  Hereupon  each  of  them  designated  one  of  the  birds  as  chief,  and 
another  exerted  himself  to  bring  proo&  and  arguments  to  make  the  nomina- 
tion abortive,  until  the  turn  came  to  the  owl.  A  party  were  unanimous  to 
make  him  chief,  and  to  give  the  reins  of  authority  into  the  hand  of  his 
management.     When  they  entered  upon  the  consideration  of  this  subject, 


314  AJYVAB-I   SUHAILi;     OB,    THE  LIGHTS  OF  CANOFUS. 

and  commenced  arguing  as  to -the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  him,  the  fire  of 
mischief  blazed  up  between  them,  and  the  discussion  passed  ^m  the  limits 
of  moderation  to  hostility  and  contention.  Some,  through  partiality  to  the 
owl,  set  up  the  banner  of  prejudice,  and  others  threw  the  stone  of  discord 
into  the  field  of  agreement.  In  brief,  it  was  resolved  that  they  should  make 
another  arbiter,  who  was  not  a  member  of  that  assembly,  and  that  both 
parties  should  consent  to  whatever  he  directed,  and  that  they  should  thus 
terminate  their  dispute.  It  befell  that  they  saw  at  a  distance  a  crow,  and 
they  said,  '  Lo !  there  is  one  who  does  not  belong  to  this  assembly,  we  will 
ask  counsel  of  him;  and  another  thing  is,  he  is  of  our  race;  and  until  the 
nobles  and  grandees  of  every  particular  kind  of  birds  are  not  agreed, 
unanimity  is  unattainable,  and  without  unanimity,  this  plan  that  we  propose 
is  impracticable.*  Wherefore,  when  the  crow  had  joined  them,  they  told 
him  the  state  of  the  case,  and  asked  him  for  direction  in  the  matter.  The 
crow  replied,  *  What  vain  thought  and  impossible  longing  is  this  ?  What 
has  the  iU-omened  owl  to  do  with  the  office  of  ruler  and  governor  ?  and  what 
business  has  that  iU-feivoured  creature  with  the  dignity  of  absolute  power 
and  authority  ? 

COUPLET. 

0  Fly !  the  Simurgh's  moyement-groond  is  not  for  thy  manceuyres  made, 
Much  thou  troublest  iu  while  boastful  thy  puny  force  thou  dost  parade. 

What  has  happened  to  the  high-soaring  falcon,  which  boasts  equality  of  place 
with  the  eagle  of  the  sky  ?  and  what  has  befallen  the  beautiful  peacock  of 
graceful  form,  by  the  ornament  of  whose  feathers  and  wings  the  garden  of 
beauty  and  elegance  is  adorned  ?  Where  is  the  Huma  of  fortunate  omen, 
the  shadow  of  whose  auspiciousness  sets  the  crown  of  exaltation  on  the  head 
of  renowned  kings  ?  And  the  glorious  eagle,^  at  the  clang  of  whose  victorious 
pinions  and  triumphant  wings  the  summits  of  the  mountains  quake,  why  is 
he  absent  ?  If  all  the  birds  of  no^le  race  were  to  perish,  and  the  weak  and 
feeble  too  were  lost  without  a  trace,  it  would  be  better  that  the  birds  should 
exist  without  a  king,  and  not  consent  to  the  dishonor  of  being  subjects  to  the 
owl,  and  the  disgrace  of  being  ruled  by  him.  For  he,  together  with '  his  foul 
aspect,  has  a  base  intellect ;  and,  at  the  same  time  that  he  is  a  slave  to  his 
angvy  passions,  does  not  refrain  from  feelings  of  arrogance ;  and,  besides  all 
this,  he  is  shut  out  from  the  beauty  of  the  world-illuminating  day,  which, 
according  to   the  sacred  verse,  *  And   destined  tlie  day  to  the  gaining  your 


*  *  Ukdb  is  *  an  eagle,'  *akabdt  *  mountain-summits,'  whence  arises  a  play  on  words  by  the 
figure  called  Tajnis,  of  which  Orientals  are  passionately  fond,  and  of  which  so  many  examples 
have  already  hcen  cited. 

*  The  common  meaning  of  hd  wt^iid  *  notwithstanding,*  will  hardly  apply  here,  for  there 
is  no  reason  why  ugly  men  should  not  be  foolish  as  well  as  hideous.  1  have  therefore  taken 
the  first  original  meaning  of  the  words,  'with  the  existence  of  'co-existent  with,'  or 
*  together  with.' 
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liveUhood,*  ^  is  the  stock  of  the  market  of  sabsistence ;  and  he  is  excluded 
from  the  light  of  the  creation-adormng  sun,  which,  as  declared'  by  the  text, 
*Atid  placed  therein  a  huming  lamp/^  is  the  imi verse-irradiating  lamp  and 
taper  that  gilds  the  earth.  And  what  is  still  worse,  passion  and  levity  have 
got  the  better  of  him,  and  vehemence  and  absurdity  are  manifest  in  all  his 
actions.  Abandon  this  unwholesome  project,  and  base  your  affairs  on 
wisdom  and  ability,  and  control  your  transactions  by  the  rules  of  wisdom, 
and  consider  it  incumbent  on  you  to  manage  every  matter  in  accordance  with 
sound  views,  so  that  ye  may  always  live  tranquil  and  free  frx)m  anxiety.  And 
your  first  care  must  be  to  appoint  among  yourselves  a  president,  in  whose 
intelligence  and  sagacity  and  good  sense  and  ability  you  may  have  perfect 
confidence  and  complete  reliance.  So  that  whatever  circumstances  may  arise, 
and  whatever  momentous  affair  or  accident  may  take  place,  he  may  be  equal 
to  the  management  of  it  with  his  judicious  mind,  like  that  Hare  which 
pretended  to  be  an  ambassador  from  the  moon,  and,  by  skilfril  management, 
averted  a  terrible  calamity  from  his  race.'  The  birds  inquired,  *  How  was 
that?' 

STORY  IV. 

He  said,  '  They  have  related  that  one  year,  in  the  country  of  elephants, 
in  one  of  the  islands  of  Zirbdd,^  it  happened  that  no  rain  fell,  and  the  mother- 
clouds,  from  the  teat  of  maternal  affection,  did  not  distil  a  drop  into  the 
mouth  of  the  thirsty-lipped  ones  of  the  cradle  of  the  earth.  The  fire  of 
drought  made  the  fountains*  moistureless  as  the  eye  of  the  hard-hearted;  and 
the  springs  of  water  became  dry,  like  the  mouth  of  the  longing  of  the  poor. 
The  elephants,  impatient  of  their  sufferings  frx>m  thirst,  complained  to  their 
king,  who  commanded  that  they  should  hasten  in  all  directions  to  procure 
water,  and  should  carry  on  the  search  with  a  diligence  that  could  not 
be  exceeded.  The  elephants,  having  tt^versed  all  the  coasts  and  borders  of 
that  country  with  the  step  of  investigation,  arrived  at  a  fountain,  which 
they  called  the  fountain  of  the  moon,^  and  which  by  the  Persians  was  named  the 


1  Kur'an,  Fl.  Ixxviii.  10;  Mar.  Ixxviii.  11 ;  Sale,  p.  433, 1.  7:  'Have  we  not  made  the 
earth  for  a  bed,  and  the  mountains  for  stakes  to  fix  the  same  ?  And  have  we  not  created 
you  of  two  sexes ;  and  appointed  your  sleep  for  rest ;  and  made  the  night  a  garment  to  cover 
Tou ;  and  destined  the  day  to  the  gaining  your  liyclihood ;  and  buut  over  you  seven  solid 
heavens  :  and  placed  therein  a  burning  lamp  ? ' 

>  An  excellent  MS.  in  my  possession  reads  bih  pancdnah  'by  the  decree';  which  is 
infinitely  preferable  to  the  unmeaning  pirdyah-i  of  the  editions,  which  b  not  only  devoid 
of  sense,  but  destroys  the  symmetry  of  the  corresponding  sentences. 

'  Eur'&u,  ch.  Ixxviii.,  12,  as  quoted  in  note  2,  above. 

*  The  modem  Burmah. 

*  Chashmah  *  fountain,'  ehaahm  *  eye,*  the  figure  Tajnis  again. 

*  The  words  rendered  '  fountain  of  the  moon,'  are  Arabic,  and  the  Persian  translation  of 
them,  as  will  be  seen,  follows. 


316  ANYAS-I  SITHAIli;     0&,    THS  UGHT8  OF  CAK0FU8. 

'  Chashmah-i-mih.'  It  was  a  deep  pool,  and  contained  an  inezhaustible  supply 
of  water.  The  elephant-king,  with  all  his  retinue  and  warriors,  proceeded 
towards  the  fountain  to  drink  water,  and  around  it  certain  hares  had  located 
themselves,  and  of  course  some  of  them  were  injured  by  the  elephants. 
£ach  one  on  whom  an  elephant  set  his  foot,  received  such  punishment  ^ 
that  he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  stage  of  life ;  and  met  with  such 
chastisement  as  it  is  impossible  to  expound  the  result,  except  by  referring 
to  the  area  of  non-existence. 

0OX7PLBT. 

Not  to  the  plain  in  such  wild  fury  nuh, 

Lest  heads  beneath  thy  Conner's  hoof  thou  crush. 

By  one  visit  of  the  elephants  many  of  the  hares  were  squeezed  and  trampled 
to  death. 

HSMIBTICH. 

Who'll  liye,  if  thou  thus  comest  twice  or  thrice  ? 

The  next  day  they  went  together  to  their  king  and  said,  '  A  just  king  is  the 
protection  of  the  oppressed,  and  the  aid  of  the  destitute.  Every  one  who 
occupies  a  throne  sits  there  for  the  administration  of  justice,  not  to  lead  a  life 
of  pleasure. 

OOrPLBT. 

Therefore  thou  didst  this  throne  ascend, 
That  thou  the  helpless  mightst  befriend. 

Give  us  justice  and  exact  satisfaction  for  us  from  the  elephants,  and 
graciously  remedy  the  sufferings  we  experience  from  them ;  for  every  moment 
they  may  return  and,  this  time,  trample  under  their  feet  some  poor  wretches 
who  escaped  half  dead  from  their  tread. 

OOUPLET. 

When  first  thou  didst  thy  face  display ;  my  heart,  my  reason,  senses,  fled, 
Now  take  my  life,  with  life  alone  this  tenement  is  plenishM.' 

The  King  said,  'This  is  no  trifling  matter,  that  we  should  enter 
carelessly  upon  it.  Let  every  one  of  you  who  is  possessed  of  ability, 
attend,  that  we  may  hold  a  consultation ;  for  the  execution  of  a  resolve  before 
ooimsel  has  been  taken,  is  not  among  the  happy  qualities  of  the  wise. 

COUFLBT. 

The  mind  with  wisdom  richly  fraught  Will,  unadriscd,  resolve  on  nought.' 

Now  among  the  hares  there  was  one  of  sharp  intellect,  whom  they  called 
Bihruz,'  and  men  relied  on  him  for  the  abundance  of  his  good  sense,  and 


>  The  figure  Tajnls  is  here  again  emplojred ;  gushmdli^  lit.   *  rubbing  of  the  ears,'  is 
followed  by  giuhah  *  comer :'  and  miiiah  '  chastisement,'  by  fna-dl '  result.' 

*  *  Fortunate  day.*    To  say  that  mm  relied  on  this  hare  seems  absurd  enough. 
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his  perfect  understanding  and  clearness  of  mind  and  excellent  judgment. 
When  he  perceived  that  the  king  was  distressed  by  this  matter,  he  advanced 
saying, 


*  Thy  helplefls  subjects,  aye  regard,  0  king !  with  pitying  loye, 

For  this  the  rule  and  custom  is  of  those  who  justly  reign. 
Noi  eyer  from  the  destitute  thy  fayoring  glance  remoye, 

That  thus  thou  mayest  from  crown,  throne,  wealth,  and  rank,  enjoyment  gain. 

If  the  King  think  it  advisable,  let  him  send  me  on  an  embassy  to  the 
elephants,  and  having  appointed  a  commissioner,  despatch  him  with  me,  that 
he  may  see  and  hear  what  I  do  and  say.'  The  King  said,  *  I  have  no  doubt 
of  thy  rectitude  and  good-&ith,  and  truth  and  honesty,  nor  shall  I  ever 
doubt  of  it;  and  I  have  ofb  witnessed  and  heard  of  thy  speech  and  actions. 

OOUPLET. 

For  thy  deeds'  coin  it  is  enough  that  them  I  oft  haye  tried, 
And  on  the  stone  of  trial  found  that  they  no  alloy  hide. 

Go  with  good-fortune,  and  that  which  thou  deemest  to  be  advisable  for  the 
present  crisis  and  adapted  to  the  circumstances,  do !  And  thou  knowest  that 
the  messenger  of  a  king  is  his  tongue ;  and  whoever  wishes  to  know  the 
title-page  of  the  writing  of  any  one's  mind  and  the  interpretation  ^  of  the 
secret  of  his  heart,  may  leam  it  from  the  words  and  actions  of  his  envoy. 
For  if  virtue  and  excellence  be  visible  in  the  latter,  and  laudable  impressions 
and  praiseworthy  conduct  discernible  in  him ;  they  may  regard  this  as  a  proof 
of  the  worthy  selection  and  perfect  appreciation  of  character  -in  the  king : 
while  as  regards  the  messenger  who  is  guilty  of  errors  and  remissness,  the 
tongue  of  cavilers  will  be  put  in  motion,  and  find  occasion  for  reproach  and 
disparagement.  Moreover,  the  wise  have  given  strict  injunctions,  and  insisted 
beyond  measure,  that  whoever  sends  an  envoy  to  a  place,  must  take  care  that 
he  is  the  wisest  of  his  tribe,  the  most  eloquent  of  them  ia  speech,  and  the 
most  perfect  in  action.  And  former  kings  used  for  the  most  part,  to  send 
sages  on  embassies;  and  Iskandar  Zu'1-kamain'  went  even  beyond  them 
in  this,  for  he  disguised*  himself,  and  used  to  go  la  his  own  person  as 
ambassador,  and  say, 

COUPLET. 

'  Great  heroes,  like  the  lion-king,  With  their  own  feet  their  message  bring.' 

And  an  eminent  person  has  said,  with  reference  to  the  despatch  of  envoys, 


^  For  tarfumdn  'interpreter,'  I  would  gladly  read  taiyumah  'interpretation/  did  theMSS. 
allow  it. 

'  'Alexander  with  the  two  horns,'  or  the  elder  Alexander,  of  whom  many  fabulous  stories 
are  related  by  Orientals.  The  real  Alexander  is  called  in  distinction, '  R(iml '  or  '  bin  FiUkiiB ' 
(son  of  PhihpV  The  two  horns  are  said  to  allude  to  the  conquest  of  east  and  west ;  but,  in 
my  opinion,  tney  owe  their  origin  to  a  corruption  of  the  tale  of  Alexander's  claiming  descent 
from  Jupiter  Ammon,  who  appeared  to  him  under  the  form  of  a  ram.  Horns  in  general  are 
symbolical  of  strength,  as  in  I)aniel  and  the  Psalms.  For  an  account  of  this  Alexander,  see 
Bale,  pp.  226,  227,  and  the  note  there  marked  *f.* 
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*  Wise  most  he  be  by  monarchs  aenty 
And  bold  in  speech  and  eloquent. 
He  must  reply  to  all  they  ask, 
So  as  to  best  fiilfil  his  task. 
In  speaking;  it  must  be  his  aim 
For  those  who  hear,  his  speech  to  frame. 
Oft  haa  a  word  too  roughly  said, 
The  world  embroiled  and  heaped  with  dead. 
And  oft  another,  soft  and  mild, 
Two  nations'  hate  has  reconciled.' 

Bihruz  said,  '  0  king !  although  I  have  such  share  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  rules  of  an  amhassador's  duty  as  I  have,  yet  if  the  king,  the  asylum  of 
the  world  would  condescend  to  arrange  on  the  string  of  favor,  some  precious 
jewels  from  the  casket  of  wisdom,  I  will  make  them  the  ornament  of  my 
career ;  and  regarding  them  as  the  decoration  of  my  character  and  the  capital 
upon  which  I  am  to  draw, .will  never  seek  to  swerve  in  all  I  do  or  engage  in 
from  that  canon;  and  will  carry  out  to  the  end,  my  transactions  in 
accordance  with  that  rule  of  procedure.'  The  King  said,  '  0  Bihruz  !  the 
best  direction  to  an  envoy  and  the  most  useful  rule  for  the  discharge  of  his 
frinctions,  is  this,  that  his  tongue  should  be  employed  like  a  keen  scymitar — 
vigorously  and  sharply,  but  the  jewel  of  courtesy  and  gentleness  should 
be  manifest  and  displayed  on  his  pages ;  and  the  light  of  benignity  and 
politeness  evident  and  conspicuous  on  all  sides  of  him.  Every  speech  frt)m 
the  exordium  of  which  roughness  is  apparent,  must  be  terminated  at  its 
close  ^  with  softness  and  mildness,  and  if,  at  the  commencement  of  his 
discourse,  he  enter  upon  his  subject  spiritedly,  with  words  inspiring  terror, 
he  should  finish  his  harangue  kindly  and  soothingly,  with  amiable 
expressions  and  a  bewitching  suavity. 

COUPLET. 

The  seeds  of  hate  are  from  the  breast  rcmoyed  by  words  that  soothe. 
And  gentle  tongues  can  all  the  folds  of  frowning  eyebrows  smooth. 

In  short  the  words  of  an  envoy  should  be  based  on  the  rule  of  courtesy  and 
rigor,  of  anger  and  mildness,  of  love  and  violence,  of  equity  and  opposition ; 
and  he  ought  to  observe  Hhe  path  of  binding  and  loosing,  of  taking  and 
giving,  of  rending  and  binding  up,  of  making  and  burning,'  so  that  he  may 
have  a  due  regard  to  the  honor  of  his  king  and  the  glory  of  his  prince,  and 
at  the  same  time  may  discover  the  intention  of  his  foes  and  their  hidden 
mind.  And  the  essence  of  all  directions  on  the  subject  of  an  ambassador-ship 
is  contained  in  this, 

^  The  matPa  is  the  beginning  of  a  poem,  the  mdkfa  is  the  caesura  or  pause  in  reading 
yerses. 

*  These  words  seem  meaningless  enough  in  English,  and  in  Persian  are  only  recommended 
by  alliteration  and  similarity  of  sound. 
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HEMISTICH. 

Send  one  thafe  vnse,  nor  him  icith  rules  reetrict,' 

Then  Bihruz  made  his  obeisance  and  came  .fortli  from  the  court  of  the  king 
and  tarried  until  Kight,  clothed  in  sable  garb,  drew  down  the  curtain  of 
darkness  before  the  palace  of  the  blue  sky ;  and  after  a  time  the  table-decker  of 
omnipotence  publicly  ^displayed  the  sHver  salver  of  the  moon  on  the  table  of 
heaven. 

COUPLET. 

When  Eye  her  musky  ringlets  did  untie, 

The  moon  moyed  proudly  o'er  the  terraced  sky. 

At  the  time  when  the  centre  of  the  moon  had  nearly  reached  the  circle  of 
the  mid-sky  and  the  beams  of  the  lesser  luminary  were  spread  over  the 
dusty  surface  of  the  earth,  whose  smiace  was  iUimiinated  by  the  world- 
adorning  beauty  of  that  taper  of  the  cell  of  the  destitute ;  Bihruz  set  off  for  the 
isle  of  elephants,  and  having  reached  their  abode,  reflected,  '  In  the  vicinity 
of  these  oppressors,  there  is  risk  of  losing  my  life,  and  danger  of  destruction ; 
and,  even  though  they  should  not  assail  me,  yet  foresight  demands  that  one 
should  not  encounter  the  terrible  and  the  oppressive ;  since  they,  from  their 
excessive  haughtiness  and  pride,  care  not  for  the  poor  and  broken,  and  if  a 
thousand  helpless  ones  perish  beneath  the  tramp  of  their  pow^,  the  dust  of 
that  trampling  would  not  reach  the  countenance  of  their  pride. 

COUPLET. 

For  our  lorn  state  what  cares  the  tranquil  sky !  ^ 
What  cares  the  morning,  though  the  taper  die! 

The  advisable  course  is  for  me  to  ascend  an  eminence,  and  deliver  the 
message  I  have  in  charge,  from  a  distance.  If  it  be  accepted,  then  my  object 
is  gained,  and  if  my  stratagem  succeed  not  with  them,  at  least  I  shall 
escape  with  life.'  He  then  ascended  a  height  and  called  out  to  the  king  of 
the  elephants,  saying,  *  I  am  the  envoy  of  the  moon,  and  no  fault  attaches 
to  a  messenger  whatever  he  may  say  or  hear,  '  And  the  delivery  of  h%s 
mesBoge  is  all  that  is  incumbent  on  one  sent^^  and  although  a  speech  may 
appear  disrespectful  and  rough,  it  should  nevertheless  receive  a  hearing ;  for 
whatever  message  the  moon  has  given,  I  cannot  use  my  own  discretion 
either  in  enlarging  or  contracting  it.  And  thou  knowest  that  the  world- 
traversing  moon  presides  over  the  b4z&r  of  the  night,  and  is  the  deputy  of 
the  lord  of  day,  and  if  any  one  imagine  ought  against  him,  and  listen 


^  Turd  ehih  ddrad  is  bad  grammar,  and,  eyen  in  Persian,  bad  grammar  is  inadmissible.  I 
was  much  pleased,  therefore  to  find  in  a  MS.  I  haye  recently  purchased,  faUtk  ehih  ddrad, 
for  which  the  reading  of  the  editions  ought  to  make  way. 

'  Kur'P.n,  xxix.  17 ;  Sale,  p.  298, 1.  24  :  *  If  ye  charge  me  with  imposture,  yerily  sundry 
nations  before  you  likewise  charged  their  prophets  with  imposture :  but  public  preaching  only 
is  incumbent  on  an  apostle.'  This  sentence  occurs  in  seyeral  other  passages  of  the  S^&n, 
e.ff,  at  ch.  xxiy.  53.  It  will  be  seen  that  I  haye  rendered  the  sentence  more  literally  than 
Sale,  as  the  context  here  requires,  and  as  al-mubin  is  omitted  in  the  present  quotation. 
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not  to  his  message  with  the  ear  of  attention^  he  will  have  stmck  an  axe 
against  his  own  foot,  and  striven  with  his  own  hand  for  his  own  destruction.' 
The  king  of  the  elephants  was  startled  at  this  address,  and  asked,  '  What 
is  the  purport  of  thy  embassy?'  Bihruz  replied,  'The  moon  says, 
'Whoever  sees  himself  superior  to  the  weak  in  power  and  majesty,  and 
becomes  inflated  by  his  own  might,  and  spirit,  and  strength,  and  prowess,  and 
desires  cruelly  and  tyrannically  to  overthrow  the  feeble,  this  circumstance 
betokens  his  own  fall,  and  these  feelings  plunge  him  into  the  whirlpool  of 
destruction. 

TERSE. 

Sow  not  the  seeds  of  pride  within  thy  breast, 
Nor  suffer  malice  in  thy  heart  to  rest. 
How  long  wilt  saddle  fiiry's  steed?  for  know 
If  thou  spurr'st  on,  he'll  not  continue  so. 
Soon  o'er  thy  head  these  troublous  wayes  will  rise, 
And  heayen's  shaft  pierce  thy  buckler  from  the  skies. 
In  other  sceses  must  end  this  course  of  pride, 
And  thy  powers  fail  thy  onward  steps  to  guide. 

And  from  this  haughtiness,  through  which  thou  regardest  thyself  as  excelling 
other  animals,  and  valuest  thyself  on  thy  strength  and  teiribleness,  both 
of  which  are  on  the  point  of  waning,  things  have  come  to  this  pass,  and  affairs 
have  reached  this  climax,  that  thou  hast  invaded  my  fountain  and  marched 
thy  army  to  that  spot,  and,  from  excess  of  blind  hostility,  hast  troubled  that 
water !  What !  dost  thou  not  know  that  if  the  swift-winged  eagle  fly  over 
my  foimtain,  the  lightning  of  my  wrath  consumes  her  offending  pinions ;  and 
if  the  eye  of  Taurus,^  from  the  meadow  of  the  sky,  look  thereon  with  the 
glance  of  appropriation,  Arcturus,  with  his  terrible  javelin,  will  transfix  that 
eye.* 

YERBE. 

A  demon  coming  there  must  bow  his  head, 
A  bird  that  flies  there  too  must  droop  his  wing. 

Nor  e'en  the  sky,  saye  by  some  guidance  led, 
Could  from  that  air,  those  confines,  itself  bring. 

And  I,  from  excess  of  compassion,  have  thought  fit  to  warn  thee  by  this 
embassy.  If  thou  followest  up  thine  own  interests  and  repentest  of  this 
temerity,  it  is  well !  Else  I  will  come  in  my  own  person  and  will  slay  thee 
terribly,  and  if  thou  doubtest  of  this  message,  come  this  moment  and  I  will 
present  myself  in  the  fountain  that  thou  mayest  see  me  with  thine  own  eyes. 


'  Name  of  a  yery  brilliant  star. 

*  *  Simdka^r-rdmih*  and  *  timdlnfU^dsal*  are  the  names  of  two  stars  called  also  *■  the  feet  of 
the  lion.'  The  former  {^  nmdlu^r-rdmih')  is  Arcturus,  the  latter  (^  timdhif^Udsal*)  is  Spica 
Yirginis ;  aimdk  means  'fish,'  rdmihmeaji&  'armed  with  a  spear/  and  *dzai  signifies  'unarmed.' 
Thus  the  name  of  Arcturus  would  be  '  The  spear-armed  fish.'  In  speaking  of  the  fountain 
{ehashmah)^  therefore,  there  is  that  kind  of  equiyoque  in  the  name  of  Arcturus  {viz,,  *  the 
spear-armed  fish')  which  is  so  pleasing  to  Persian  taite. 
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and  henceforward  forbear  to  dwell  near  this  spring.'  The  king  of  the 
elephants  was  astonished  at  this  address,  and  having  gone  to  the  fountain, 
beheld  the  appearance  of  the  moon  in  the  water.  Bihruz  said  to  him,  '  0 
long !  take  up  a  little  water,  and  having  washed  thy  face,  prostrate  thyself. 
Perchance  the  moon,  feeling  commiseration,  will  incline  favourably  to  thee.' 
The  elephant  stretched  out  its  trunk,  and  when  it  struck  the  water 
and  agitated  it,  it  seemed  to  the  elephant  that  the  moon  made  a  movement. 
Hereupon  the  elephant  called  out,  '  0  envoy  of  the  Moon !  it  was,  perhaps, 
because  of  my  putting  my  trunk  in  the  water  that  the  moon  moved.'  Bihruz 
exclaimed,  'Heavens!  on  thy  knees  with  speed!  that  he  may  be  tran- 
quilized.'  The  elephant  bent  down  and  did  homage,  and  promised  that 
henceforward  he  would  not  come  there,  nor  bring  the  elephants  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  that  fountain.  Bihruz  conveyed  this  news  to  his  king,  and  the 
hares  reposed  in  peace;  and  by  that  stratagem  he  averted  from  them  so 
terrible  a  calamity. 

And  I  have  used  this  story  to  show  that  a  clever  person  is  required 
among  you  to  be  your  leader,  in  meeting  emergencies  and  in  exerting  himself 
for  the  repulse  of  foes.  And  if  at  this  time  a  clever  and  intelligent  person 
had  been  consulted  by  you,  he  would  never  have  suffered  the  title  of  king  to 
be  inscribed  on  the  name  of  the  owl,  and  would  have  put  you  on  your  guard 
against  bringing  on  yourselves  the  disastrous  disgrace  of  his  leadership,  for 
together  with  the  numerous  bad  qualities  that  he  has,  fraud  and  artifice  and 
deceit  and  craft  are  also  bound  up  with  his  disposition.  And  there  is  no  fault 
in  kings  so  great  as  perfidy  and  bad  Mth  and  trickery  and  insincerity. 


He  who  to  loYO  and  faith  a  stranger  is, 

Not  e'en  a  trace  of  friendship  can  be  his. 

The  breast  which  traitorous  fiilsehood  steeps  in  night, 

There,  dwells  not  e^en  the  feeblest  ray  of  light. 

Be  not  unfaithful,  for  amid  mankind, 

No  &alt  like  want  of  faith  deforms  the  mind. 

And  kings  are  the  shadow  of  the  Creator — ^may  His  glory  be  magnified ! — 
and  without  the  sun  of  their  justice,  the  world's  surface  is  not  illuminated; 
and  save  under  the  shadows  of  their  beneficence  and  equity,  mankind  cannot 
repose  in  the  cradle  of  security  and  peace.  Nay,  the  pavilion  of  heaven  is 
supported  only  by  the  pillar  of  justice ;  as  it  is  said,  '  By  jmtiee  stand  the 
heavens,* 

OOUPLBT. 

If  justice  measurement  did  not  snpply, 
Ne'er  could,  uprear^  stand  the  aznze  sky. 

Since  the  cord  of  the  security  of  mankind  is  bound  up  with  the  existence 
of  a  just  king,  and  the  tent-cords  of  heaven,  without  the  aid  of  justice  and 

T 
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beneficence,  the  manifestors  of  which  are  the  sovereigns  of  the  age,  would  be 
rent  asunder,  and  since  the  command  of  kings  has  free  course  with  respect 
to  the  life  and  property  of  men ;  and  their  mandate,  like  descending  fate, 
pervades  and  penetrates  in  the  currents  of  the  loosing  and  binding  of  affairs ; 
it  therefore  behoves  a  king  to  be  faithful  and  not  tyrannical,  and  to  make 
choice  of  tenderness  towards  his  subjects  and  not  violence ;  and  to  keep  the 
minor  of  his  breast  untarnished  by  malice ;  and  not  to  admit  on  the  tablet  of 
his  heart  the  writing  of  perfidy  and  deceit :  for  those  unfortunates,  who  are 
afflicted  by  the  tyranny  of  a  perfidious  king  and  the  cruelty  of  a  false  ruler, 
meet  with  what  befell  that  Partridge  and  Quail,  from  the  cat  that  fasted.' 
The  birds  asked,  *  How  was  that?' 

STORY  V. 

The  Crow  said,  '  I  had  my  nest  on  a  tree  in  the  skirt  of  a  mountain,  and 
in  my  neighborhood  there  was  a  Partridge.  In  consequence  of  our 
proximity,  the  feelings  of  Mendship  between  us  were  strengthened  to  the 
utmost,  and  from  constantly  seeing  him  I  had  become  familiar  with  him,  and 
at  our  leisure-seasons  a  conversation  would  spring  up  between  us.  All  of  a 
sudden  he  disappeared,  and  the  time  of  his  absence  was  protracted,  so  that  I 
began  to  suspect  he  had  perished,  and  after  a  long  interval  a  Quail  came  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  Partridge's  abode.  Since,  however,  I  was 
uncertain  as  to  the  fate  of  the  Partridge,  I  did  not  quarrel  ^nth  the  Quail  for 
what  he  did ;  and  I  said, 

HEMISTICH. 

'  One  goes  and  straight  another  fills  his  place.' 

Some  time  elapsed  after  this  circumstance,  and  the  circling  heavens  made 
several  revolutions,  when  the  Partridge  returned,  and  seeing  another  in  his 
abode,  began  to  quarrel,  sa3ring,  *  Give  up  my  place  and  vacate  my  lodging.' 
The  Quail  replied,  '  The  house  is  now  in  my  occupancy  and  I  am  the 
possessor ;  if  thou  hast  the  right  to  it,  thou  must  exert  thyself  to  prove  it.' 
The  Partridge  replied,  *  Thy  possession  is  by  violence  and  usurpation,  and  I 
hold  proofs  and  documents  as  to  this  matter.'  In  short,  a  downright  quarrel 
arose  between  them,  and  the  fire  of  mischief  blazed  higher  every  instant,  and 
the  flag  of  obstinacy  and  strife  was  each  moment  held  more  aloft;  and 
however  much  I  tried,  by  artifice,  to  reconcile  them,  it  was  all  in  vain,  and 
it  was  decided  that  reference  should  be  made  to  the  judge,  that  he  might 
hear  what  both  parties  had  to  say,  and  having  issued  his  commands  as  justice 
should  require,  might  terminate  their  dispute.  The  Partridge  said,  'Hard 
by  there  is  a  cat,  pious  and  abstemious,  devout  and  uninjurious.  Always 
during  the  day  he  fasts,  and  passes  the  night-hours  in  devotion;  and  from  the 
time  when  they  beat  the  kettle-drum  of  the  golden-throned  Jamshfd  of  the 
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son,  in  the  vestibule  of  the  palace,  '  The  heaven  we  have  built, ^  till  the  time 
when  they  spread  the  carpet  of  the  sable- vested  sovereign  of  the  night  in  the 
expanse,  '  And  toe  have  stretched  forth  the  earth,*  ^  he  melts  his  precious  soul 
into  the  crucible  of  abstemiousness  with  the  fire  of  hunger.  And  from  the 
hour  when  the  calvacade  of  the  stars  and  the  host  of  the  fixed  stars  come 
rushing  into  the  plain  of  the  sky ;  and  the  period  when  the  chamberlains  of 
onmipotence,  with  the  candle  of  the  world-beautifying  dawn  which  gleams 
from  the  ascending-place  of  the  horizon,  display  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  regions 
of  the  earth  the  tokens  of  the  outposts  of  the  sun,  (which  warns  the  world  that 
this  ascetical  cat  stands  taper-like  on  the  foot  of  devotion  and  melting  witii  the 
heat  of  religious  fervor  and  the  blaze  of  heavenly  love,  showers  down  tears, 

VBRSE. 

His  tears  wash  oat  all  creature-sympaihies, 
And  in  want's  cell  he  seeks  a  heayenly  prize ; 
On  both  worlds  turns  his  heel,  does  all  disown, 
Strange  to  himself  and  bound  to  God  alone.) 

the  breaking  t)f  his  fast  is  limited  to  water  and  herbs,  and  the  injuring  any 
living  thing  and  spilling  its  blood  is  far  removed  from  his  habits.  No  kdzl 
can  be  more  just  than  he,  nor  can  we  secure  any  better  arbiter  to  give  a 
rightful  decision  between  us.  Let  us  go  to  him,  that  he  may  settle  our  case.' 
Both  parties  consented,  and  proceeded  to  the  house  of  the  judge.  I,  too, 
following  their  footsteps,  set  out — ^being  desirous  of  seeing  this  fast-keeping 
cat,  (which,  thought  I,  is  surely  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world),  and  of 
observing  his  justice  in  deciding  between  the  litigants.  No  sooner  did  that 
perpetual  faster  set  eyes  on  them,  than  he  stood  upon  his  right  foot  and 
turned  his  face  towards  the  sanctuary,  and  aaBuming  the  air  of  a  pilgrim 
engaged  in  the  performance  of  the  ceremonies  of  devotion,  entered  upon 
a  prayer  of  prodigious  length,  and  with  the  most  intense  deliberation 
persevered  in  Ti^aking  genuflexions  with  the  most  scrupulous  exactness. 

VSRSB. 

The  key  of  hell's  gate  is  that  prayer,  I  trow. 

Which  thou  protractest  in  the  gaze  of  men : 
Since  none  is  worse,  more  vile  within,  than  thou, 

Why  honor's  gilding  for  thy  outside  then? 

The  Quail  was  astonished  at  his  demeanor,  and  the  Partridge  seriously 
contemplated  his  proceedings.  They  waited  till  he  had  finished  his  prayer, 
and  having  humbly  offered  their  respectful  salutation,  requested  that  he 
would  be  judge  between  them,  and  settle  their  lawsuit  about  the  house. 


1  Kur'&n,  li.,  47;  Sale,  p.  885, 1.  9 :  *  We  haye  built  the  heayen  with  mi^ht :  and  we 
haye  giyen  it  a  large  extent :  and  we  have  stretched  forth  the  earth  beneam ;  and  how 
cyenly  haye  we  spreiul  the  same !' 

T  2 
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according  to  the  decrees  of  justice.  The  cat,  after  they  had  importuned  him 
and  pressed  him  excessively,  bade  them  state  their  case.  The  Partridge  and 
Quail  then  represented  the  circiunstances.  '  Young  people/  quoth  the  Cat, 
*  old  age  has  made  a  great  change  in  me,  and  my  external  senses  have  sufPered 
a  complete  decline.  The  revolution  of  the  mill-stone  of  the  circling  heavens  has 
sprinkled  the  dust  of  decrepitude  upon  my  head,  and  the  wintry  hand  of  the 
cruel  autumn  of  life  has  taken  away  the  moisture  of  j&eshness  and  vigor 
from  the  plant  of  the  garden  of  existence ;  and  the  night  ^  of  youth,  which  is 
the  cause  of  all  strength  and  energy,  has  been  exchanged  for  the  morning  of 
hoary  age,  which  is  an  accumulation  of  all  defects. 


Alas!  yoath'8  Beaaon  has  gone  by;  and  set, 
For  aye,  life's  joyous  son.    Thou  knowest  how 

Hopes,  lessening,  fieule ;  and  still  augments  regret; 
And  all  my  buoyancy  has  left  me  now. 

Come  nearer  and  speak  louder,  and  tell  me  your  pretensions  again,  in  order 
that  I  may  become  acquainted  with  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff  and  the  reply  of 
the  defendant,  and  may  be  able  to  pass  sentence,  and  before  I  proceed  to  do 
so,  I  may  fistvor  you  with  some  friendly  advice,  and  may  deliver  some 
admonition  comprising  your  welfare  in  the  things  of  faith  and  of  this  world. 

OOUPIiBT. 

If  my  adyice  to-day  in  Tain  is  spent, 

God  grant  to-morrow  thou  may'st  not  repent! 

If  you  will  listen  to  my  words  with  the  ear  of  the  heart,  and  bring  them  into 
the  place  of  acceptance,  you  will  reap  the  fruits  thereof,  both  in  this  world 
and  in  that  which  is  to  come ;  and  if  you  are  refractory  and  violate  its  tenor, 
at  least,  I  am  absolved  as  regards  my  own  conscience  and  honor. 

OOTTPUST. 

I  will  perform  the  adviser's  duty :  what  Bemains  is  thy  concern,  to  do  or  not 

The  best  thing  is,  that  both  of  you  should  seek  the  path  of  right  and  not 
choose  to  swerve  from  the  way  of  uprightness,  nor  be  deluded  by  the  wealth 
and  effects  of  the  world,  which  incline  towards  the  place  of  annihilation  and 
decay.  !N^or,  owing  to  the  acquisition  of  some  trifle  frx)m  the  rubbish  of  this 
transitory  world  by  wrong  appropriation,  deprive  yourselves  of  the  final 
reward  and  enduring  bliss.*  The  Partridge  said,  *  0  righteous  judge !  if  men 
restricted  their  endeavors  to  the  pursuit  of  what  is  right,  and  if  every  one 
made  the  quality  of  conscientiousness  and  uprightness  his  habit,  there  would 
be  no  need  of  tribunals  nor  of  troubling  judges,  and  the  custom  of  plea  and 


^  Touth  is  here  compared  to  night,  and  old  age  to  dawn,  on  account  of  the  black  locks  of 
the  young  and  the  silver  hair  of  the  old.  Otherwise,  surely  youth  more  resembles  morning, 
find  old  age  the  declining  day. 
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rejoinder,  and  of  swearing  and  giving  evidence,  would  be  erased  from  tlie 
surface  of  the  book  of  Time.  But  when  the  eyes  of  each  of  the  two — 
plaintiff  and  defendant— is  afflicted  with  the  ophthalmia  of  selfish  motives, 
truth  is  not  visible  to  them,  and,  consequently  they  stand  in  need  of  some 
one  whose  eyes  are  brightened  with  the  jeweled  collyrium  of  truth,  and 
around  the  mirror  of  whose  vision  the  dust  of  self-interest  has  not  settled ;  in 
order  that  he  may  display  to  them  the  loveliness  of  wliat  is  right,  and  bring  it 
beautifully  forth  to  the  eye  of  their  heart;  and  this  very  subject  has  been 
elucidated  in  a  metrical  story  by  one  of  the  eminent  persons  in  the  faith.' 
The  cat  asked,  'How  was  that?' 

STORY  VI, 
The  Partridge  said, 

DISTIOHS. 

^  Two  parties  chose  a  judge,  who  shed- 
Tears  on  election.    'Wherefore,'  said 
One,  *  these  tears  ?  'tis  rather  fit, 
Since  thou  art  judge,  to  joy  at  it.' 
'  Alas ! '  quoth  he,  *  can  I,  untaught, 
Decide  where  both  know  all,  I,  nought? 
Those  two  that  striye,  in  all*  iostructed  stand. 
While  the  poor  judge  sees  nought  of  either  hand. 
Thus,  uninformed  and  blind  to  either  state, 
Gould  he  proceed  to  slay  and  confiscate  ? ' 
*  True !  thou  art  blind,'  the  litigant  replies, 
'Thou  uninstructed,  and  the  parties  wise, 
Tet  faith  to  thee  the  needful  light  supplies,* 
In  that  thou  hast  no  bias:  this 
The  strengthening  of  thy  Tision  is. 
While  selfish  ends,  those  wiser  twain 
BUnd,  and  inter  their  wits  again. 
Merit  is  hid  where  interest  assails. 
And  o'er  the  vision  casts  a  hundred  veils. 
Art  thou  unbribed,  thy  sight  remains ; 
But  greed  brings  slavery  and  chains. 
The  judge  whom  justice  once  has  dared  to  sell, 
Ne'er  can  the  tyrant  from  his  victim  tell.' 

And,  thanks  be  to  God !  the  rust  of  interest  has  not  darkened  the  mirror  of 
thy  pure  heart,  and  the  eye  of  thy  conscience  has  not  been  dimmed  by  the 
rays  of  the  fire  of  bribery ;  and  for  this  reason  it  is  thoroughly  certain  that 
thou  wilt  exhibit  to  our  sight  what  is  right,  and  wilt  appoint  the  minister  of 
punishment  to  act  against  him  who  draws  back  his  neck  from  the  law. 


1  The  literal  translation  of  this  feeble  and  obscure  line  is,  'Ignorant  art  thou,  but  the 
light  of  the  religious  party.' 
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HBHIBTICH. 

Who  from  thy  will  draws  hrawi  hack  his  neck,  hehead!' 

The  cat  said,  *  Thoii  hast  spoken  well,  and  truth  demands  that  yon  both 
should  pluck  up  the  plant  of  interest  from  the  ground  of  your  heart,  and  know 
that  he  who  has  right  on  his  side  is  in  truth  victor,  though  his  claim  be  not 
to  outward  experience  gained ;  while  the  wrongful  appellant  is  spirituaUy 
baffled  and  defeated,  though  practically  a  decree  be  passed  in  accordance  with 
his  wish ;  for  *  Verily  faUehaod  is  of  short  continuance  J  ^  And  how  well  it 
has  been  said, 

DIBTXCH8. 

If  thou  to-day  thy  reiiu  too  much  dost  loose, 
How  shalt  thou  break  to-morrow  from  my  noose  ?' 

And  I  say  to  you.  Store  up  good  actions  as  a  treasure  for  the  final  state, 
and  trust  not  in  life,  which  is  like  a  summer  cloud;  and,  Hke,  the  rose- 
garden's  bloom,  swiftly  fleets  away ;  and  regarding  mankind  both  high  and 
low,  ioT  and  near,  as  your  own  soul,  suffer  not  yourselves  to  do  anything 
to  them  that  ye  would  not  like  for  yourselves. 

HEMISTICH. 

Do  not  to  others  what  would  grieve  thyself.' 

In  this  manner  he  breathed  his  spells  upon  them,  until  they  became  Mendly 
with  him,  and  advanced  securely  and  unconcerned,  without  shunning  him  or 
puttifig  themselves  on  their  guard.  Then  with  one  spring  he  seized  them 
both  and  supplied  the  kitchen  of  his  stomach  with  the  food  of  their  delicious 
flesh ;  and  such  was  the  upshot  of  all  his  show  of  prayers  and  fasting  and 
advice  and  abstinence,  that  is  to  say,  it  all  ended  in  the  gratification  of  his 
own  foul  appetites  and  impure  passions. 

And  I  have  adduced  this  story  in  order  that  it  may  be  known  that  one 
ought  not  to  place  confidence  in  an  unprincipled  and  perfidious  person.  And 
the  conduct  of  the  deceitful  and  hypocritical  owl  bears  this  complexion,  and 
his  faults  are  infinite,  and  his  vices  innumerable,  and  this  portion,  which  I 
have  repeated,  is  but  a  drop  from  a  boimdless  ocean,  and  a  mere  atom  in 
comparison  with  the  nine  revolving  heavens. 

COUPLET, 

Did  I  my  voice  a  million  decades  raise,       Of  hundred  thousands  I  but  one  could  praise.' 


1  Kur'&n,  Fl.  xvii.  83,  Mar.  82;  Sale,  p.  216,  1.  16:  *And  say,  0  Lord!  cause  me 
to  enter  with  a  favorable  entry ;  and  cause  me  to  come  forth  with  a  favourable  coming 
forth  ;  and  grant  me  from  Thee  an  assisting  power.  And  say,  truth  is  come,  and  falsehood 
is  vanished :  for  falsehood  is  of  short  continuance.'  Sale's  note  on  this  passage  is,  '  These 
words  Muhammad  repeated  when  he  entered  the  temple  of  Mecca,  after  the  tSdng  of  that 
city,  and  cleansed  it  of  the  idols.' 

'  That  is :  *  If  thou  weariest  thy  steed  to-day,  how  shalt  thou  escape  my  lasso  to-morrow  ?  • 

3  My  best  MS.  reads  adl  for  kam.     As  the  reading  stands  in  the  edition  the  literal 

rendering  is,  *  If  I  should  praise  for  a  hundred  thousand  centuries,  without  doubt,  of  a 

hundred  thousand,  only  one  would  be  mentioned.' 
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And  God  forbid !  that  you  should  choose  to  act  thus,  and  place  him  on  the 
throne  of  soyereignty :  for  as  soon  as  the  royal  diadem  rests  on  his  ill-omened 
head,  without  doubt  the  stubborn  heayens  wiU  smite  it  with  the  stone 
of  calamity,  and  whenever  the  throne-step  of  dominion  is  pressed  by  his 
inauspicious  foot,  the  etherial  vault  will  wrathfully  rain  down  the  fire  of 
disaster  upon  it;  and  inasmuch  as  his  nature  is  impure  and  his  essence 
imperfect,  the  effect  of  your  encouragement  of  him  will  be  lost 

COUPLBT. 

Our  faTor  should  to  natures  pure  be  shewn, 
Pearls,  ooral,  spring  not  from  the  clod  or  stone.' 

After  hearing  these  words,  the  birds  at  once  desisted  from  the  affair,  and 
abandoned  their  intention  of  becoming  the  subjects  of  the  owl ;  and  that 
unhappy  wretch,  remaining  stupified  and  sad  in  the  comer  of  dejection,  said 
to  the  Crow,  *0  black-faced,  impudent  one!  after  removing  from  before  thyself 
the  curtain  of  modesty,  thou  hast  indulged  in  these  insults  against  me,  and  by 
hurting  my  feelings,  hast  brought  me  to  harbor  resentment  and  hostility,  and 
raised  a  dust  of  terror  that  the  revolution  of  Time  will  not  be  able  to  remove 
in  a  hundred  thousand  centuries,  and  hast  kindled  a  fire  of  mischief  whose 
fire  cannot  be  quenched  with  the  water  surroimding  the  heaven ! 

HBMI8TI0H. 

My  heart  may  die,  but  ne'er  will  fade  the  impress  of  thy  wrong. 

I  know  not  whether  the  first  advances  came  from  my  side,  that  thou  hast 
displayed  all  this  affection  and  friendship ;  or  whether  thou  hast  thought  fit 
to  come  forward  by  way  of  commencement  with  so  much  courtesy  and 
kindness !  Learn,  however,  that  if  they  fell  a  tree,  a  branch  will  spring  from 
its  root,  and,  increasing  in  vegetation,  it  will  return  to  its  former  state ;  but 
when  the  plant  of  friendship  has  been  severed  by  the  saw  of  ill-treatment,  the 
springing  up  of  the  shoot  of  sincere  regard  is  altogether  out  of  the  question ; 
and  if  a  woimd  be  inflicted  with  a  sword,  it  may  be  healed,  and  admits  of 
cure  with  a  plaster,  but  the  wound  which  words  inflict  can  never  be  cured, 
and  the  gash  they  make  no  ointment  can  salve. 

HEMISTICH. 

That  which  the  tongue  hat  wounded,  never  heals. 

STANZA. 

The  wound  the  tongue  inflicts  upon  the  heart, 

No  soothing  ointment  ever  can  close  up. 
And  thou,  and  they  who  from  thy  sarcasms  smart, 

Will  be  such  comrades  as  the  stone  and  cup. 

It  is  possible  to  exti^act  the  point  of  an  arrow  which  is  fixed  in  the  breast,  but 
the  shaft  which  the  tongue  infixes  in  the  heart  can  never  be  drawn  out. 

HEMISTICH. 

The  shaft  tJuit  launches  at  the  heart— its  point  no  skill  can  e'er  extract. 
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And  eyerything  firom  which  injiuy  can  be  anticipated  finds  an  antidote  in 
something  else,  except  malice,  which  cannot  be  obviated  by  anything. 
For  example  fire, — ^which,  though  it  bums,  may  be  quenched  with  water; 
but  the  flame  of  rancor  cannot  be  extinguished  with  the  water  of  the 
seven  seas.  Poison,  too,  though  deadly,  may  have  its  injurious  effects 
removed  from  the  body  by  theriaca ;  but  no  such  antidote  can  expel  the  poison 
of  malice  firom  the  heart.  And  from  this  time  forth  between  my  race  and  thine 
a  tree  of  enmity  has  been  planted,  whose  root  reaches  to  the  bottom  of  the 
earth,  and  whose  boughs  stretch  out  beyond  the  height  of  the  Pleiades. 

STANZA. 

When  in  the  breast  the  plant  of  maUoe  lies, 

'Tis  clear  and  certain  what  the  fruit  will  be. 
And  rancor's  tree  such  produce  still  supplies, 

Its  flavor  will  with  no  one's  taste  agree.' 

The  Owl  having  uttered  this  speech,  departed  vexed  and  distressed ;  and 
the  Crow,  repenting  what  he  had  said,  fell  into  a  long  train  of  thought,  and 
said  to  himself^  '  It  is  a  strange  thing  that  I  have  entered  upon,  and  stirred 
up  agaiost  my  tribe  fierce  enemies  and  cruel  foes.  What  had  I  to  do  with 
advising  the  birds  ?  and  it  did  not  become  me  to  deliver  these  sentiments 
more  than  other  parties,  who  are  greater  and  stronger  than  I  am.  Surely 
these  sagacious  birds  knew  the  faults  of  the  owl  better  than  I,  and  better 
understood  what  measures  were  advisable  in  this  matter;  but  they  wisely 
dreaded  the  termination  of  this  matter  and  the  issue  of  this  debate ;  and 
acted  in  accordance  with  the  purport  of  the  saying,  ^  Se  who  holds  hit 
peace  if  safe.'  The  tongue  has  been  created  in  the  shape  of  a  sword  that  men 
may  not  use  it  in  play ;  and  sword-play  is  the  practice  of  merry-andrews, 
while  men  of  the  sword  exercise  that  weapon  only  in  the  ranks  of  war. 
Without  absolute  necessity,  to  bare  the  sword  of  the  tongue  from  the  sheath 
of  the  palate,  is  the  same  thing  as  cutting  one's  throat  and  risking  one's  life. 

TBBSB. 

When  once  the  tongue  adopts  loquacity. 
What  mairel  that  the  soul  from  fear  should  shake ! 

Since  tongues  were  formed  a  deadly  trade  to  ply, 
'Twas  right  them  in  the  shape  of  swords  to  make. 

And  worse  than  that, — these  words  were  spoken  in  the  owl's  very  presence ; 
and,  doubtiess,  this  increased  his  friry  and  resentment,  and  the  heariug^ 
abusive  words  piles  wrath  on  wrath.  And  they  have  said  that  a  wise  man, 
though  he  have  perfect  confidence  in  his  own  strength  and  might,  must  not 
allow  himself  to  make  belligerent  advances,  and  to  commence  a  quarrel ;  but, 
rely  on  his  own  preparations  and  majesty,   and  not  stir  up  strife.     For, 


*  That  is,  *  in  propriA  persima* 
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whosoever  has  a  tried  antidote,  and  a  yariety  of  drags  collected  in  his  posses- 
sion, ought  not,  trusting  therein,  to  volunteer  to  drink  deadly  poison. 

OOUPLBI. 

What  thongli  thou  hast  an  antidote !  yet  this  No  reason  to  drink  deadly  poison  is. 

And  sages  agree  that  the  effect  of  deeds  is  preferable  to  that  of  words,  and 
that  acting  is  proved  to  excel  speaking ;  and  the  effect  of  a  good  action  is 
apparent  in  the  issue  of  things,  and  associates  the  termination  of  matters 
with  good.  But  he  whose  words  preponderate  over  his  deeds,  and  who 
employs  himself  in  rhetorically  setting  off  to  advantage  what  ought  to  be 
done,  and  embellishes  it  in  men's  eyes  with  fine  talking  and  eloquence,  the 
end  of  his  proceedings  wiU,  iu  a  short  time,  be  disgrace  and  reproach.  And 
the  end  of  words  without  deeds  can  be  nothing  but  regret  and  remorse.  And 
I  am  that  great  talker  and  little  doer  that  did  not  use  salutary  reflection  as 
to  consequences,  nor  deliberate  sufficiently.  And  had  the  crown  of  prudence 
adorned  the  head  of  my  aJSGurs,  and  had  I  had  a  portion  from  the  boundless 
treasures  of  wisdom,  I  should  first  have  consulted  some  one;  and  after 
deciding  as  to  what  was  to  be  said,  I  should  have  uttered  a  discourse  innocent 
and  unblameable,  and  in  which  there  could  have  been  nothing  mischievous. 

OOUPLBT. 

The  words  I  spoke,  in  truth,  were  too  nnweighed, 
I  pierced  a  pearl  I  should  not  haye  assayed. 

Since,  however,  I  entered  upon  this  subject  without  the  direction  of  prudent 
advisers  and  the  counsel  of  the  perfectly  sagacious,  and  uttered  some  words 
impromptu  which  caused  disturbance  and  excited  enmity,  what  wonder  that 
I  have  been  reckoned  among  the  number  of  the  depraved ;  and  that  fatuity, 
ignorance,  and  absurdity  have  been  imputed  to  me?    And  it  has  become 

proverbial,  that  *  the  babbler  is  a  dotardf  in  other  words,  that  the  great 
talker  is  also  a  foolish  talker;  and  although,  in  externals,  the  power  of 
speech  is  that  which  discriminates  between  men  and  brutes,  still  sages 
account  the  utterer  of  evil  words  as  below  brutes  in  rank,  and  regard  the 
dumb  as  better  than  those  who  speak  foolishly. 

YBBfiB. 

Dumb  are  the  brutes,  and  man  has  power  to  speak ;' 

Yet  the  tongue-tied,  those  who  speak  ill,  excel. 
Let  men  to  utter  words  of  prudence  seek, 

Or,  are  they  brutish  ?  be  they  dumh  as  weU. 
Shun  then  the  fools,  who  for  ten  mortals  prate ; 
Thou,  to  speak  wisely,  first  excogitate/ 


^  There  is  a  clever  equivoque  in  the  original  here  which  cannot  he  preserved  in  English ; 
giiyd  bashar  is  *  man  has  the  power  of  speech,'  and  the  next  line,  ffuyd  batharr^  is  '  speaking 
wickedly.* 
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In  fihort,  the  Crow  vexed  himBelf  for  a  time,'  and  gave  vent  to  self-accusa- 
tions, sucli  as  these  and  then  flew  away.  Such  was  the  commencement  of 
the  feud  hetween  us  and  the  owls,  which  I  have  recounted/ 

The  King  said,  *  0  Karshin&s  !  I  have  heard  thy  words,  and  they  contain 
much  that  is  yaluable ;  and  to  associate  with  the  wise,  and  to  make  their 
words  the  guide  of  our  actions  and  procedure  is  a  presage  of  good  fortune  and 
success,  and  a  token  of  arriving  at  perfection. 

STANZA. 

Like  moflk  is  sweet  communion  with  the  wise ; 

It,  with  a  perfume  rare,  the  brain  affects. 
Each  act  a  hint  in  wisdom's  path  supplies, 

And  eyery  word  to  useful  ends  directs. 

And  now,  after  that  the  dwelling  of  my  heart  has  been  illuminated  by  the 
lamp  of  luminous  language,  which  alone  can  be  the  taper  of  the  cells  of  the 
recluses  of  the  monasteries  of  friendship;  explain  in  what  way  thou  hast 
devised  a  remedy  for  the  state  of  our  soldiers,  who,  like  moths,  are  consumed 
by  the  fire  of  the  violence  of  the  owls ;  and  what  counsel  thou  hast  taken  for 
removing  the  apprehensions  of  my  subjects  and  tranquilizing  the  hearts  of 
the  soldiery  ? 

OOUPLBI. 

The  thing,  where  thou  dost  use  thy  subtilty, 
Is,  from  a  hundred  knots,  at  once  set  free.' 

Earshinds  unloosed  the  tongue  of  gratitude,  and  said, 

OOUFLBT. 

'  0  Ejng !  may  earth  obey  thee,  heaven  befHend ! 
And  swift-borne  2  victory  in  thy  van  attend ! 

As  to  what  thy  vazfrs  of  luminous  mind  laid  before  thee  in  their  state- 
ments, with  respect  to  war  and  peace,  and  abiding  and  flight,  and  submitting 
to  tax  and  tribute ;  my  mind  is  satisfied  with  none  of  their  proposals;  and  my 
hope  is  that,  by  some  kind  of  stratagem,  we  shall  obtain  success  and  deliverance; 
for  many  persons  have  gained  their  wish  by  the  practice  of  artifice  and  humble 
bearing ;  and  have  effected,  by  stratagem  and  deceit,  what  they  could  not  have 
brought  about  by  war  and  measures  of  that  kind,  as  the  thieves  of  the 
country  of  Gurgan'  got  by  artifice,  a  sheep  from  the  hands  of  a  holy  man.* 
The  King  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 


^  I  prefer  the  reading  bdrah-i,  *for  a  time,'  which  I  find  in  one  MS.  to  that  of  the  editions 
pdrah-iy  of  which  I  cannot  make  any  sense. 

'  Lit.  *  having  two  steeds.' 

'  I  know  nothing  of  this  country.    As  gurgdn  signifies  '  wolves,'  and  the  story  is  about 
stealing  a  sheep  it  is,  probably,  a  name  given  merely  on  that  account. 
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STORY  Yn. 


He  said,  '  They  Ifttve  related  that  an  abstemious  devotee  purchased  a  fat 
sheep  ^  for  sacrifice,  aud  having  tied  a  string  round  its  neck,  was  leading  it 
towards  his  hermitage.  On  the  way  a  party  of  thieves,  observing  the  sheep, 
opened  the  eye  of  covetousness,  and  bound  the  loins'  of  trickery '  and  deceit, 
and  stood  in  the  recluse's  way.  The  Gurgdni  rogues  felt  their  hungry  appetites 
excited,  but  were  unable  to  rush  like  tigers  to  clutch  the  prey ;  consequently, 
they  had  recourse  to  fox-like  stratagem,  and  resolved  to  put  the  recluse  in  a 
hare's  sleep.'  After  much  consideration,  the  opinions  of  all  were  unanimously 
given  for  a  particular  kind  of  trick,  and  they  agreed  that  they  would,  by 
that  trick,  deceive  the  simple-minded  and  innocent  devotee,  and  so  get 
possession  of  the  sheep.  One  of  them  then  advanced  to  the  recluse,  and  said, 
'  0  shekh !  whence  bringest  thou  this  dog  ? '  And  another  passed  by  and  said, 
'  Whither  art  thou  taking  this  canine  animal  ? '  A  third  met  him  in  £K)nt  and 
exclaimed,  *  0  shekh !  what,  dost  thou  intend  to  go  hunting,  that  thou  hast 
got  a  dog  in  thy  hand }  '  Another  accomplice  came  up  behind  and  asked, 
'  0  shekh !  for  how  much  didst  thou  purchase  this  dog } '  In  the  same 
way  one  after  another,  from  every  quarter  and  direction, — ^they  came  up  to 
the  shekh,  and  aU  agreed  in  saying  the  same  words.  One  said,  '  This  is  a 
shepherd-dog.'  Another,  'This  is  a  herdsman's  dog.'  Another  sneeringly 
cried,  '  And  this  man  is  in  a  religious  garb ;  why  does  he  pollute  his  hands 
and  clothes  with  this  dog  ? '  And  another  rebuked  him,  saying,  *  The  holy 
man  is  leading  this  dog  to  educate  him  and  show  him  honor  for  the  sake  of 
God.'  In  this  manner  aU  the  rogues  uttered  their  wily  remarks  and  all 
harped  on  the  same  string.^ 

COUFLBT. 

His  eyes  they  closed  with  their  cajoUngs,  while  each  a  different  tale  repeats : 
Thus  of  his  heart  the  simple  lover  each  hy  a  different  method  cheats. 

From  the  multiplication  of  these  speeches  doubt  was  engendered  in  the  heart 
of  the  pious  man,  and  he  said,  *  Heaven  forbid  that  the  seller  of  this  animal 
was  a  sorcerer,  and  by  magic  made  a  dog  appear  to  me  like  a  sheep !  My 
best  course  is  to  let  this  dog  go,  and  run  after  the  seller  and  get  back  the 
money  which  I  gave  him  as  the  price  of  the  sheep.'  The  unfortunate 
recluse  then,,  from  excessive  simplicity,  let  go  the  sheep  and  started  off 
after  the  seller,  and  that  gang  seized  it  and  carried  it  off  to  their  house,  and 


^  Or  '  goat.*  In  the  Sanskrit  original  (the  Hitopadesha)  it  is  a  0oat  that  is  purchased. 
But  at  the  *Jd  it  is  proper  that  a  ram  should  be  sacrificed,  since  a  ram  was  the  substitute 
brought  by  Gabriel  for  Ishmael. 

2  Here  is  a  play  on  words :  kamar  is  '  loins,'  and  makar  *  deceit.* 

3  That  is,  *  in  a  state  of  carelessness.'  Hares  are  said  to  sleep  with  their  eyes  open.  So 
the  careless  man  is  asleep,  though  his  eyes  be  not  shut. 

*  lit.,  *  In  the  same  arrangement  uttered  a  letter.' 
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without  loss  of  time,  forthwith  slaughtered  it.  Thus,  by  means  of  that  trick, 
the  poor  recluse  lost  the  sheep  and  did  not  recover  his  money. 

And  I  have  brought  forward  this  story,  to  show  that  we,  too,  should 
employ  stratagem,  since  it  is  only  by  deceit  and  arti£ce  that  we  can  get  the 
better  of  them. 

STANZA. 

When  thon  canst  not  in  prowess  match  thy  foe, 

Do  not  aside,  then,  craft  and  shrewdneA  fling : 
For  if  too  strong  for  thee  the  mighty  bow, 
Thou  mayest  at  least,  by  cunning,  snap  the  string.' 
King  Pituz  said,  '  Bring  forward  what  thou  hast  to  suggest.'  Karahlnas 
replied,  '  I  will  devote  myself  to  this  enterprise.  And  they  have  decided  that 
the  destruction  of  one  individual,  which  secures  the  existence  and  survival  of 
a  large  number,  is  in  accordance  with  reason  and  precept.'  I  think  it 
advisable  that  the  king,  in  the  general  assembly  and  meeting  in  which  both 
high  and  low  are  convened,  should  be  wroth  with  me  and  command  them  to 
pluck  out  my  feathers  and  to  cast  me,  smeared  with  blood  and  wounded, 
beneath  that  same  tree,  on  the  boughs  of  which  are  our  nests.  And  let  the 
king  go  with  his  whole  army  and  encamp  in  such  a  place,  and  await  my 
coming,  in  order  that  I  may  spread  the  net  of  deceit  in  their  way,  and 
having  arranged  my  stratagem,  may  come  and  unfold  whatever  the  crisis  may 
require  to  be  done.'  The  king  then  issued  from  his  cabinet,  filled  with 
wrath,  and  all  his  courtiers  were  in  expectation  as  to  what  announcement 
would  proceed  from  the  private  consultation  of  the  king  and  the  vazlr,  and  to 
what  initiatory  measures  their  coimsel  and  deliberation  would  give  rise. 
When  they  found  the  king  wrathful,  they  hung  down  their  heads  and 
pondered ;  and  king  Firuz  commanded  that  they  should  pluck  out  the  feathers 
and  tail  of  Karshlnas,  and  stain  his  head  and  feet  with  blood,  and  cast  him 
underneath  the  tree.  And  the  king  himself  with  his  army  and  retinue, 
set  off  for  the  place  which  had  been  appointed  and  agreed  upon.  By  the 
time  these  things  were  done,  the  sun  had  set  and  the  tire- woman  of  omni- 
potence had  brought  forward  and  displayed  the  brides  of  the  stars  upon  the 
platform  of  the  gem-ornamented  heavens. 

COUPLET. 

When  the  bright  sun  had  yamshed  from  the  eye, 
Dark  night  her  squadrons  marshaled  in  the  sky.  » 

Shabahang,  the  king  of  the  owls,  was  all  day  consulting  with  his  vazfr^  to  the 
effect  that,  '  Since  we  have  become  acquainted  with  the  crows'  abode,  and 
have  wounded  and  overthrown  many  of  them,  if  this  night  another  night- 
attack  be  made  upon  them,  the  day  of  their  existence  will  be  exchanged  for 
the  evening  of  death,  and  we  shall  pass  two  or  three  days  in  the  comer  of  our 
cots  in  peace. 

^  Nakl  is  here  used  for  its  similarity  of  sound  to  'akl.    It  means  *  tradition.' 
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HBXIBTICH. 

When  foes  are  dead,  one  can  live  sweetly  then. 

But  when  night,  which  is  the  day  of  the  market  of  the  power  and  might  of 
the  owls,  had  robed  itself  with  the  garment  of  darkness  and  the  apparel  of 
sable  hue,  and  had  gained  possession  of  the  throne  of  dominion  over  the 
world,  and  the  leader  of  the  hosts  of  Zanzab&r,^  set  up  his  black  banner  with 
the  purpose  of  making  an  onslaught,  by  night,  on  the  horsemen  and  tribe  of 
the  Tatars, 

COUPLST. 

An  amber'  mist  was  o'er  earth's  surface  spread. 
And  all  Heaven's  cells  with  smoke  were  tenanted, 

the  king  of  the  owls,  with  all  his  troops  and  followers,  put  to  the  vote  the 
matter  of  the  night-attack,  and,  as  the  assembly  were  unanimous  for  it,  they 
marched  towards  the  abode  of  the  crows. 


A  conflict-seeking,  mischief-stirTing  band, 

All  cruel,  fearless,  and  athirst  for  blood ; 
Girding  the  loins  of  malice,  fierce  they  stand. 

And  turn  their  hearts  to  stone  in  martial  mood. 

And  when  the  army  of  the  owls  reached  the  abode  of  the  crows,  there  was  no 
trace  to  be  found,  nor  intelligence  got  of  them.  The  owls  moved  about  in  all 
directions  in  perplexity,  and  Kirshinas  writhed  beneath  the  tree,  and  uttered 
fidnt  groans.  An  owl,  hearing  his  voice,  informed  the  king,  and  Shabahang, 
with  some  owls  who  were  his  feivorite  courtiers,  and  the  confidants  of  the 
secrets  of  the  king,  came  to  where  he  lay,  and  asked,  '  Who  art  thou  ?  and 
what  has  befallen  thee?'  X4rshin4s  declared  his  name,  and  that  of  his 
father,'  and  announced  his  office  as  vazfr,  and  the  nature  of  his  abilities. 
The  King  said,  '  I  know  and  have  often  heard  accounts  of  thee.  Now  inform 
us  where  the  crows  are  ?'  He  replied,  *  My  state  is  a  proof  that  I  cannot 
possibly  be  in  their  secrets.'  Shabahang  demanded,  '  Since  thou  wast  the 
vazir  of  the  king  of  the  crows,  and  master  of  his  secrets,  and  consulted  and 
confided  in  by  him,  through  what  perfidy  has  this  disgrace  been  inflicted  on 
thee  }  and  by  what  crime  hast  thou  deserved  this  pimishment?'  Karshinds 
replied,  'My  master  became  suspicious  of  me,  and  the  envious  found  an 
opportimity  of  slandering  me,  until  that  happened  to  me  which  has  happened 
and  my  former  services  and  previous  devotion  passed  all  at  once  into  the 
expanse  of  annihilation. 


^  That  is,  Zanzibar  in  Africa.  Darkness  is  here  compared  to  the  sable  sons  of 
Abyssinia,  and  the  day  to  the  fair-faced  T&t&rs. 

'  Night  is  compared  to  ambergris  as  being  of  an  ash  colour.  Amber,  on  the  contrary,  is 
yellow  and  semi-p^ucid. 

'  Ohsenre  the  idiom,  az  dn-ipidar. 
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OOUPLBT. 

For  all  my  senioe,  no  reward,  no  thanks,  were  giren  to  me, 
0  God !  may  nerer  one  beneath  a  thanVleaa  master  be !' 

Sbabihang  mquired,  'What  was  the  cause  of  the  king's  suspicion  ?'  He 
answered,  '  King  Pfruz,  after  your  night-attack,  summoned  his  ministers  and 
demanded  counsel  of  each  one  of  them  as  to  this  event  which  had  happened, 
and  the  turn  came  to  me.  He  said,  *  Point  out  a  remedy  for  these 
circumstances  which  have  happened,  and  devise  some  stratagem  for  averting 
this  misfortune.'  I  replied,  '  We  have  not  strength  to  encounter  the  owls, 
for  their  valor  in  war  exceeds  that  of  ourselves,  and  their  might  and 
terrihleness  is  greater  than  our  prowess  and  the  awe  which  we  inspire. 
Moreover  the  reins  of  the  steed  of  fortune  are  in  the  hands  of  the  will  of 
the  owl-king,  and  the  step  of  the  throne  of  success  is  adorned  with  the  star- 
reaching  foot  of  their  monarch,  and  to  grapple  in  war  with  the  possessor  of 
happy  auspices  betokens  disaster ;  and  to  boast  of  encountering  the  lord  of 
prosperity  which  daily  augments,  forebodes  an  approaching  downMl. 

VEBSE. 

He  who  would  battle  to  the  prosperoiu  gire, 

Strikes  his  own  head  oflf,  as  one  fells  a  tree. 
Elks  that  would  in  the  haunt  of  lions  lire, 
Will  in  their  homes  soon  make  a  racancy. 
The  advisable  course  is  to  despatch  an  envoy.     If  they  light  the  torch  of 
war,  wo  must  consume  our  houses  with  the  flames  of  dispersion,  and  wander 
scattered  in  the  comers  of  the  world ;  and  if  they  make  peaceful  advances,  we 
will  agree  to  any  tax  or  tribute  they  may  claim  from  us,  and  be  grateful  to 
them. 

OOUPLST. 

Woold'st  keep  thy  head  from  tribute,  turn  not  back. 
Else  thou  wilt  both  thy  head  and  crown  too  lack.' 

Our  king  was  troubled  and  said,  *  What  word  is  this  that  thou  speakest  ?  and 
how  dost  thou  display  all  this  boldness  ?  Thou  wouldest  frighten  me  frx>m 
making  war  upon  the  owls,  and  thou  representest  my  army  as  of  no  weight 
compared  with  his  followers ! 

VBRBB. 

Does  the  foe  wish  to  draw  the  glittering  steel  ? 

Sharp  will  he  find  the  point  too  of  my  dart. 
If  I  the  burning  thirst  for  battle  feel, 

ril  wring  with  anguish  every  foeman's  heart.' 

I  again  loosed  the  tongue  of  advice  and  loyally  and  faithfully  urged  my 
remonstrances,  saying,  *  0  king !  swerve  not  frx>m  the  right  path,  nor  plunge 
inconsiderately  and  without  reflection  into  an  affidr,  led  on  by  the  passions  of 
thine  own  heart.  Adopt  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  for  a  powerful  enemy  may 
be  soothed  by  courtesy  and  submission,  and  a  refractory  quarry  may  be 
netted  by  suavity  and  gentleness. 
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OOUFLBT. 

Fair  words  ensure  in  either  world  a  peaceful  blest  repose, 

Be  kind  and  courteous  to  your  friends  and  humble  to  your  foes.^ 

And  in  accordance  with  this  sentiment  is  the  operation  of  a  furious  wind, 
from  which  the  feeble  grass  escapes  safely  on  account  of  its  humiHty,  while 
the  tree  of  many  branches,  on  account  of  its  roughness  and  obstinacy  is  torn 
up  by  the  roots. 

COUPLET. 

Strive  not,  for  heaTcn  with  stubbornness  is  rife, 
And  to  the  stubborn  stops  the  road  of  strife. 

The  crows  were  incensed  at  my  admonitions,  and  accused  me  of  cherishing  a 
partiality  for  the  owls,  and  of  deserting  my  own  race.  The  king,  led  by  the 
words  of  my  enemies,  turned  aside  from  my  counsel  and  wounded  me  in  the 
manner  ye  behold,  and  I  observed  that  their  purpose  was  war,  and  in 
preparing  a  stratagem  to  repel  you.'  When  the  king  of  the  owls  had  heard 
the  words  of  Karshinas,  he  asked  one  of  his  vazfrs,  saying,  *  What  thinkest 
thou  should  be  done  with  this  crow  ?  *  He  replied,  *  There  is  no  occasion  to 
think  about  it.  We  must  clear  the  face  of  the  earth  as  soon  as  possible  from 
the  foulness  of  his  principles,'  and  consider  it  a  vast  pleasure  and  complete 
gain,  and  we  must  not  let  slip  the  opportunity  of  slaying  him,  viewing  it 
as  a  blessing  than  which  we  shall  obtain  no  greater ;  and  in  these  half-extinct 
embers  I  see  a  fire  whose  flame  it  would  be  impossible  to  quench. 

HEMISTICH. 

God  save  us  from  this  flame  if  it  should  once  more  gather  strength. 

And  whoever  lets  slip  an  opportunity ;  after  he  has  once  lost  the  power,  never 
recovers  it  again,  and  it  is  most  probable  that  his  regrets  will  be  afterwards 
unavailing.  And  he  who  finds  his  enemy  weak  and  alone,  will  do  well  to 
free  himself  of  him ;  for  if  his  foe  escape  from  that  peril,  he  will  gather 
strength  and  provide  means,  and  lie  in  wait  for  vengeance. 

QUATRAIN. 

If  thy  foe  scape  thee,  thou  art  lost,  be  sure ; 

His  freedom  from  thy  chain  will  thee  enthrall. 
Would'st  thou  from  his  annoyance  be  secure. 

Then  spare  him  not,  if  in  thy  power  he  fall. 

Forbid  it  Heaven !  that  the  king  should  heed  his  words  or  listen  to  his  soul- 
consuming  spell,  for  the  wise  have  said,  '  To  rely  on  an  imtxied  friend  is  frur 
removed  from  a  rational  procedure ;  what  confidence,  then,  should  be  placed 
in  a  deceitfdl  and  malicious  enemy  ? 


1  These  lines  are  quoted  from  the  3rd  Ode  of  H&fiz,  p.  34,  where  for  talattuf  the 
lithographed  edition  reads  tnurutvat,  which  is  preferable,  if  only  for  the  alliteration. 

2  *Akidah  does  not  seem  to  give  a  very  ^od  sense  here.      I  should  prefer  'akirah 
'  wounded,  maimed  person,'  did  the  MSS.  allow  it. 
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C0T7TLBT. 

Since  e'en  on  friends  we  cannot  here  depend, 
To  a  foe's  words  what  credit  can  we  lend ! ' 

Karshinds  having  overheard  somewhat  of  this  discourse,  wept  sadly,  and 
exclaimed, 

OOUPLBT. 

'  My  heart  e'en  now  is  sad  and  wounded  sore, 
Then  on  my  wound  make  not  one  puncture  more.' 

These  words  made  an  impression  on  the  heart  of  the  owl-king,  and  he 
tamed  away  his  flBU^  from  that  vazir  and  demanded  of  another,  '  What  sayest 
thou  ? '  He  replied,  '  I  cannot  give  my  sentence  for  his  execution,  for  a 
magnanimous  man,  when  he  finds  his  enemy  weak  and  helpless,  ought 
mercifully  to  alleviate  his  distress,  and  display  to  mankind  his  own  virtues 
by  the  manifestation  of  pardon  and  beneficence ;  and  quarter  ought  to  be 
shown  to  a  panic-stricken  suppliant,  and  the  hand  reached  out  to  a  miserable 
and  fallen  being. 

OOUPLBT. 

No  barrier  to  the  good  man's  path  oppose, 
And,  if  thou  standest,  raise  thy  fallen  foes. 

And  there  are  certain  things  which  soften  a  man  towards  his  enemy,  as  the 
fear  of  the  thief  made  the  Merchant's  Wife  kind  to  her  husband.'  The  king 
inquired,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STOEY  vni. 

He  said,  '  They  have  related  that  there  was  a  merchant  who  was  rich, 
but  very  bad-tempered  and  ill-favored,  and  withal  old  and  infirm,  and 
stingy  and  morose. 


A  hellish  demon  he  in  ugliness ; 

And,  like  a  jackdaw,^  senseless  in  his  prate. 
His  heart  was  stony,  steeled ;  and,  with  distress 

Like  loss  of  friends,  all  hearts  did  macerate. 

And  this  man  of  repulsive  appearance  had  a  wife  of  pure  manners  and 
pleasing  form,  such  that  the  moon  of  the  fourteenth  night,  by  the  help  of 
borrowing  the  glow  of  her  cheek,  could  make  the  dark  night  brighter  than 
the  shining  day ;  and  the  world-illuminating  lamp  of  the  sun,  which  is  the 
candle  before  the  portico  of  the  sky,  could  not  have  competed  with  the 
radiance  of  the  taper  of  her  heart-delighting  countenance.  The  tongue  of  the 
age,  in  praise  of  that  life  of  the  world,  warbled  these  words, 


1 1  am  ignorant  of  what  is  intended  by  the  zdah-i  ffuU^n,  |  the  crow  of  the  stove,'  unless 
it  be  a  tame  crow  or  jackdaw  kept  near  the  firesiae ;  or  some  noisy  apparatus  so  called. 


CHAPTEB  lY.      STOKY   VIII.  337 

CX>UFLET. 

Fair  ia  the  moon,  but  yet  more  fair  the  beauty  of  thy  &ce ; 
Graceful  the  cypress,  but  thy  form  displays  a  loftier  grace. 

And  the  jewel-scattering  pen  was  inscribing  on  the  pages  of  description  a 
particle  of  her  fascinations  in  this  manner, 

STANZA. 

Fancy  might  try,  in  vain,  to  paint  upon  the  page  of  thought 

Thy  image ;  for  thy  winning  form  with  lovelier  grace  is  fraught. 

Each  charm,  which  from  our  ken  was  hid,  in  unseen  worlds  concealed, 

Here,  gathered  in  thy  lovely  self^  is  to  our  eyes  revealed. 
Her  husband,  with  a  hundred  thousand  efforts,^  sought  her  favor,  and  she 
was  flying  from  his  approaches  to  a  hundred  thousand  removes,  and  was  not 
to  be  won  by  his  coaxings,  nor  deceived  by  his  cajolings.  And,  at  every 
fresh  instance  of  her  cruelty,  the  man  felt  his  attachment  renewed,  and  every 
moment  he  evinced  an  accession  of  love  in  return  for  her  dislike. 

HEMISTICH. 

Thy  spite  is  needed  to  renew  my  love. 
The  hand  of  his  desire  did  not  reach  the  lasso  of  her  locks  without  sore 
fatigue,  nor  did  the  flower  of  his  wish  bloom  in  the  rose-garden  of  her  beauty 
without  the  thorn-prickings  of  trouble. 

COUPLET. 

I  am  that  beauty's  slave,  which  they  refuse  to  let  me  see ; 

Those  ringlets  craze  my  sense  whose  touch  they  ne'er  vouchsafe  to  me. 
One  night  a  thief  came  to  the  house.  It  happened  that  the  merchant  was 
asleep,  and  the  wife  being  awake,  observed  the  entrance  of  the  thief. 
Alarmed  at  this,  she  clasped  her  husband  tightly  to  her  breast;  and  the 
merchant,  awaking  from  his  slumbers,  found  his  treasure  in  his  arms,  and, 
from  excessive  joy,  uttered  a  shout,  saying, 

COUPLET. 

*■  Surely  my  fortune  smiles,  that  thus  before  my  waking  eye, 
That  hce  I  see,  that  e'en  in  sleep  I  hoped  not  to  espy. 

What  compassion  is  this  which  has  been  shewn  me  frx>m  the  unseen  world  ? 

and  by  what  service  have  I  deserved  this  boon  ? 

HEMISTICH. 

Whence  has  this  love,  thou  knew'st  not,  sprung  ?  * 
On  looking  well  about  him  he  perceived  the  thief,  and  exclaimed,  *  0  my 
brave  fellow  of  auspicious  footstep  !  take  what  thou  wilt  of  my  goods,  and 
carry  it  away ;  for,  through  the  blessing  of  thy  arrival,  this  cruel,  fedthless 
one  has  become  kind  and  tender  to  me.' 

And  the  moral  of  this  fable  is,  that  there  are  some  emergencies,  the  sight 
of  which  renders  nought  proper  save  forgiveness  and  kindness  to  our  enemy ; 
and  the  condition  of  this  crow  is  of  the  number. 


^  Lit., '  with  a  hundred  thousand  hearts.' 
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HEMISTICH. 

Have  pity  when  thou  see'st  my  state,  for  pity  is  deseired  there.' 

The  King  asked  the  third  Tozir,  saying,  'What  does  thy  judgment 
pronounce  in  this  case  ?  '  He  replied,  '  It  is  best  that  the  king  should  not 
strip  him  of  the  garment  of  existence,  but  rather  invest  him  with  the  robe  of 
security,  and  not  withhold  from  him  the  tokens  of  encouragement  and  bene- 
volence, that  he,  too,  in  return  may  look  upon  the  king's  service  as  a  rich 
prize,  and  open  the  gates  of  sincere  counsel  and  loyalty.  Moreover,  the  wise 
have  always  labored  to  detach  a  party  from  their  enemies;  and  having 
thrown  the  stone  of  discord  among  them,  by  every  artifice  they  can  think  of, 
separate  them  into  two  bodies ;  since  the  disputing  of  enemies  is  a  cause  of 
encouragement  to  friends,  and  of  assisting  their  operations.  So  the  falling 
out  of  the  Thief  and  the  Demon  proved  the  source  of  tranquillity  to  the 
recluse.'     The  king  asked  him,  *  How  was  that  ?  ' 

STORY  IX. 

He  saidy  'They  have  related  that  a  devotee  of  pure  disposition, 
abstemious  and  virtuous,  had  made  .his  cell  in  one  of  che  environs  of 
Baghdad,  and  passed  his  morning  and  evening  hours  in  the  worship  of  the 
all-wise  King  t'Mdy  Mis  name  he  magnifiedjy  and  by  these  means  had  shaken 
his  skirt  clear  from  the  dust  of  worldly  affairs ;  and  had  perused,  from 
the  page  of  life,  the  description  of  its  treachery  and  faithlessness,  and  had 
learned  that  the  sweet  draught  of  joy  is  unattainable  without  the  sting  of 
injury,  and  that  the  coin  of  the  treasure  of  wealth  cannot  be  gained  without 
the  pain  of  the  burthen  of  toil. 

TSKSB. 

Kc'cr  in  that  garden  blooms  a  thomlcss  rose, 
Nor  spotless  tulips  there  their  charms  unfold : 

And  yet  thou  secst  sunbeams  in  its  blows, 
It  gilds  thy  visage  and  thou  callest  it  gold.^ 

He  had  bowed  his  head  in  the  comer  of  contentment  under  the  collar  of 
freedom  from  care,  and  rested  satisfied  with  the  portion  that  was  supplied 
to  him  fix)m  the  invisible  world. 

COUPLBT. 

'Tis  ours  to  be  content  and  acquiesce  With  our  Friend's  largess,  be  it  more  less. 

In  short,  one  of  his  sincere  disciples  got  knowledge  of  the  poverty  and 
fastings  of  the  holy  man,  and  by  way  of  offering,  brought  to  the  hermitage  of 
the  shekh,  a  she-buffalo,  joung  and  fat,   with  whose  delicious  milk  the 


♦v-j  V        *^  *'®'  ^  '^^^^  several  untranslateable  equivoques.    Thus,  in  the 

tnird  hue,  iigh  is  *  a  sword,'  and  also  *a  sunbeam,'  answering  to  khitfy  *the  sun:'  and 
sard  kunad  is  *to  make  yellow ' ;  answering  to  zar,  <  gold.' 
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palate  of  desire  was  oiled  and  sweetened.  A  thief  beheld  the  circumstance, 
and  his  hungry  appetite  was  excited;  and  he  set  off  for  the  cell  of  the 
recluse.  A  demon,  too,  joined  him  in  the  likeness  of  a  man.  The  thief 
asked  him,  '  Who  art  thou,  and  whither  goest  thou  ?  *  He  replied,  '  I  am  a 
demon,  who  have  assumed  this  shape,  and,  putting  on  this  guise,  am  going 
to  the  hermitage  of  the  recluse ;  for  many  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
through  the  blessing  of  his  instruction,  have  began  to  repent  and  to  be 
converted,  and  the  market  of  our  temptations  has  become  flat.  I  wish  to  get 
an  opportunity  and  kill  him.  This  is  my  story  which  thou  hast  heard :  now 
tell  me,  who  art  thou  and  what  is  thy  story  ? '  The  thief  replied,  '  I  am  a 
man  whose  trade  is  roguery,  and  I  am  occupied  night  and  day  with  fhinlnTig 
how  to  steal  some  one's  goods  and  impose  the  scar  of  affliction  on  his  heart. 
I  am  now  goiog,  as  the  recluse  has  got  a  fat  buifalo,  to  steal  it  and  use  it  for 
my  own  wants.'     The  demon  said, 

SESflSTICH* 

'  life  of  the  world !  my  bosom  friend  art  thou. 

Praise  be  to  God !  that  the  bond  of  homogeneousness  is  strong  between  us ; 

and  this  alone  is  sufficient  to  aUy  us,  since  the  object  of  both  is  to  assail  him.' 

They  then  proceeded  on  their  way,  and  at  night  reached  the  cell  of  the 

recluse.     The  latter  had  finished  the  performance  of  his  daily  worship,  and 

had  gone  to  sleep,  just  as  he  was,  on  his  prayer-carpet.     The  thief  bethought 

himself,  that  if  the  demon  attempted  to  kill  him  he  would  probably  awake  and 

make  an  outcry ;  and  the  other  people  who  were  his  neighbors,  would  be 

alarmed,  and  in  that  case  it  would  be  impossible  to  steal  the  buffalo.     The 

demon,  too,  reflected  that  if  the  thief  carried  off  the  buffalo  ^  from  the  house, 

he  must  of  course  open  the  door.     Then  the  noise  of  the  door  would  very 

likely  awaken  the  recluse,  and  he  should   have  to  postpone  killing  him. 

He  then  said  to  the  thief,  'Do  thou  wait  and  give  me  time  to  kill  the 

hermit,  and  then  do  thou  steal '  the  buffalo.'  ^    The  thief  rejoined,  *  Stop 

thou  till  I  steal  the  buffalo,^  and  then  kill  the  hermit.'     This  difference 

was  prolonged   between  them,   and  at  last  the  words  of  both  came  to 

wrangling.     The  thief  was  so  annoyed  that  he  called  out  to  the  recluse, 

'There   is  a  demon   here  who  wants   to   kill    thee.'      The  demon,   too, 

shouted,  *  Here  is  a  thief  who  wants  to  steal  thy  buffalo.'  *     The  hermit 

was  roused  by  the  uproar,   and  raised  a  cry,  whereupon,   the  neighbors 

came,   and   both  the   thief  and   the   demon   ran  away;  and  the  life  and 


1  The  printed  edition  here  should  read  gdonUsh  for^cto,  as  is  shown  by  what  precedes,  and 
by  the  reading  of  the  best  MSS. 

2  In  the  printed  edition,  for  j:  j  j:  J  ij  we  must  read  Jj  J  ^  bi-har  duzd,  as  the 
HSS.  prove.    The  first  duzd  is  evidently  a  slip. 

z  2 
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property  of  the  holy  man  Femained  safe  and  secure  through  the  quarrel  of 
his  enemies. 

COUPLST. 

When  the  two  hostile  armies  fiiU  to  strife, 

Then  from  its  sheath  what  need  to  draw  the  Imife } ' 

When  the  third  vazfr  had  finished  speaking,  the  first  vazfr  was  astonished, 
and  said,  *  I  see  that  this  crow  has  bewitched  you  with  his  wiles  and  deceit 
Beware  that  ye  wake  out  of  the  sleep  of  supineness,  and  take  the  cotton  of 
conceit  out  of  the  ear  of  vigilance,  and  see  the  necessity  of  pondering 
thoroughly  on  the  consequences  of  this  thing.  Por  wise  men  base  their 
actions  especially  in  guarding  against  the  stratagems  of  enemies  on  the  rule  of 
real  advantage,  and  are  not  seduced  by  fedse  speeches  and  inconclusive 
reasoning.  While  on  the  other  hand  the  incautious,  not  heeding  this  truth, 
adopt  a  gentle  behaviour  on  a  trifling  show  of  attachment ;  and,  forgetting 
ancient  grudges  and  hereditary  feuds,  are  pleased  to  become  reconciled,  and 
are  ignorant  that  though  a  foe  shew  himself  in  a  thousand  forms,  the  rust  of 
hatred  will  still  remain  in  the  tablet  of  his  heart. 

OOXTTLST. 

I  said  unto  thy  Indian  tresses,  *  These  will  plunder  hearts  no  more,' 
Tears  haye  flown,  and  still  they  practise  the  same  arts  they  did  before. 

And  still  more  strange  is  it  that  through  ignorance  a  Basrah  fringe^  appears  in 
your  sight  a  precious  work  from  Baghdad,  and  in  your  eyes  a  glass  bead 
seems  a  royal  gem.  And  your  circumstances  are  like  those  of  the  Carpenter 
who  was  deceived  by  the  words  of  his  profligate  wife.'  The  king  asked, 
'  How  was  that  ?  * 

STORY  X. 

He  said,  *  They  have  related'  that  in  the  city  of  Sarandlp  there  was  a 
Carpenter  who  had  reached  the  uttermost  limits  of  stolidity.  He  had  a  wife 
excessively  beautiful  and  extremely  lovely.  She  was  a  gazelle-eyed  charmer 
who  used  to  strike  down  the  savage  lion  with  her  glance  of  coquetry,  and 
imposed  by  her  fox-like  stratagems  a  hare's  sleep  on  the  knowing  ones  of  the 
world. 

TBKSE. 

A  mistress  heart-allaring,  soul-dissolving,  she ; 

An  idol,  loTe-rewarding,  fair  to  view. 
The  hyacinth  her  ringlets  writhed  to  see, 

And  her  cheeks  bathed  the  rose  in  jealous  dew. 

The  carpenter  was  in£situated  with  her,  and  could  never  rest  an  instant 
without  seeing  her.  The  wife,  compelled  by  necessity  granted  him  her 
favors,  but  drank  the  cup  of  desire  in  the  feast  of  pleasure  with  others  who 


^  I  follow  a  MS.  in  reading  Hrdz  for  the  tardr  and  tarrdr  of  the  editions. 
3  This  is  the  7th  story  in  the  3rd  book  of  the  Hitopadesha. 
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were  his  rivals.  In  the  vicinity  lived  a  youth,  in  stature  like  the  cypress 
that  grows  in  the  garden  of  the  living  spirit,  and  in  &ce  like  a  firesh  rose 
whose  cheeks  have  been  washed  in  the  water  of  life. 

OOUPLBT. 

Not  sun  and  moon  together  blending  could  produce  that  matchlefls  cheek; 
And  to  hiB  beard  thou  mightest  vainly  e*en  in  muak  a  lival  seek. 

The  fJEur  one's  eyes  fell  upon  him,  and  her  heart  was  bound  to  him  in  love 
and  affection.  Things  between  them  proceeded  from  correspondence  to 
intimacy,  and  from  letters  and  messages  to  unintermitting  enjoyment  and 
intercourse,  morning  and  evening.  A  party  of  envious  people,  with  whom 
the  very  idea  of  the  union  of  two  lovers  was  wont  to  turn  bright  day  into 
gloomy  night,  and  whom  the  thought  of  '  Why  should  the  lamp  of  converse 
be  kindled  between  two  persons  ?  would  consume  with  the  fire  of  envy  and 
jealousy, 

COUPLBT. 

Wealth  and  rank  did  never  make  envious  thoughts  arise  in  me ; 
But  I  grudge  that  any  lover  happy  with  his  love  should  be ; 

having  got  information  of  those  circumstances,  acquainted  the  Carpenter  with 
them.  The  poor  fellow,  though  he  had  not  much  jealousy,  wished  to  leam 
the  certainty  of  the  matter,  and  take  steps  to  remedy  it.  He  said  to  his 
wife,  '  Get  some  food  ready  for  a  journey,  for  I  am  going  to  a  village,  and 
though  the  distance  is  not  great,  nevertheless  my  stay  there  will  be  for 
some  days,  and  I  do  not  know  how  I  shall  endure  being  without  thee,  nor 
how  I  can  bear  to  be  melted  in  the  crucible  of  separation. 

CX>XJFLET. 

Thou,  from  whom  this  cruel  parting  is  unwished,  abhorred  by  me ; 
Who  of  his  free  choice  would  suffer  a  removal  far  from  thee } 

The  wife  too  simulated  affection,  and,  weeping  for  joy,  let  ML  some  tears  from 

her  eyes ;  and  forthwith  prepared  the  provisions,  and  dismissed  her  husband. 

The  Carpenter  as  he  was  going  gave  her  many  injunctions,  saying,  *  Thou 

must  securely  fasten  the  door,  and  take  good  care  of  the  household  stuffs, 

that  during  my  absence  thieves  may  not  find  an  opportunity,  and  we  suffer 

loss  in  our  property  and  goods.     The  wife  received  these  instructions  with 

good  will,  and  swore  to  observe  them,  and  directly  her  spouse  was  gone,  sent 

to  tell  her  lover. 

HEMIBTIOH. 

<  Come  into  my  garden  for  the  rose  is  blooming,  and  no  thorn  is  left/ 
Her  paramour  promised,  saying,  *  As  soon  as  a  watch  of  the  night  passes, 
expect  the  rising  of  the  mom  of  union.'     The  fair  one,  rejoicing  at  that 
promise,  made  preparations  to  entertain  him. 

OOUPLBT. 

Gramercy !  happy  fortune!  if  that  lovely  moon,  one  night, 
In  my  deserted  cottage  from  beauty's  heaven  alight. 
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The  Carpenter  returned  at  an  imBeasonable  hour  to  his  house  by  a  secret  way. 
It  happened  to  be  at  the  time  when  the  sun  and  moon  were  in  conjunction, 
and  the  lover  and  his  mistress  were  in  mutual  raptures  at  the  sight  of  one 
another.  At  one  time  the  beautiful  youth,  with  his  ravishing  glances,  threw 
the  fire  of  perturbation  into  the  harvest  of  her  patience.  At  another,  the 
fair  one,  like  a  silver  moon,  with  her  &scinating  coquetry,  made  havoc  of  the 
reason  and  senses  of  the  youth. 

▼EB8B, 

Two  graceful,  Bezue-begailing  idols  they, 

From  head  to  foot  in  love's  adornments  dressed. 
His  cheek  shed  lamplike  o'er  their  couch  its  ray. 

Her  Up  to  every  wine-cup  lent  new  zest. 

The  hapless  Carpenter  waited  until  they  betook  themselves  to  the  bed- 
chamber, and  then  very  softly  crept  under  the  bed,  that  he  might  observe 
what  they  were  doing  in  private.  Suddenly  his  wife's  eyes  fell  on  his  foot, 
and  she  perceived  that  the  departure  of  her  spouse  had  been  a  mere  pre- 
text to  discover  the  truth  of  this  affidr.  Whispering  to  her  lover,  she  said, 
'  Ask  of  me  in' a  loud  voice  whether  I  like  thee  or  my  husband  best.'  The 
youth  raised  lus  voice,  and  said,  '  0  pretty  one  !  I  want  to  know  whether  the 
love  thou  hast  in  thy  heart  for  me  is  greater  than  thy  attachment  to  thy 
husband  ? '  The  woman  replied,  *  How  camest  thou  to  ask  this  question,  and 
what  is  the  use  of  inquiring  ?  *  The  youth,  in  fear  of  his  life,  pressed  her 
for  an  answer,  and  took  her  hand.^  The  woman  answered,  '  If  I  am  to  speak 
the  truth,  these  accidents  happen  to  women  either  from  trifling  and  careless- 
ness, or  from  wantonness  and  lust ;  and  they  take  up  with  friends  without 
caring  about  their  worth  or  birth,  or  without  laying  stress  on  their  vices  or 
bad  habits.  And  when  their  sensual  wants  are  satisfied,  and  their  passion 
begins  to  wane,  they  soon  regard  them  as  mere  strangers. 

C0T7FLBT. 

They  cease  their  fondling,  and  their  lover  quit . 
Their  passion — ^not  a  thought  remains  of  it. 

But  their  husband  resembles  the  life  of  their  bosom,  and  is  precious  as  the 
light  of  their  eyes, 

HEUIBTICH. 

One  might  life  indeed  surrender,  but  not  e'er  relinquish  thee. 

May  she  never  reap  the  fruit  of  life  and  youth,  and  means  and  existence, 
who  does  not  value  her  husband  a  thousand  times  above  dear  life  itself,  and 
who  does  not  wish  for  the  capital  of  vitality  simply  to  increase  his  comfort 
and  his  happiness  here  and  hereafter ! 


^  The  printed  edition  reads  ilhdh  burd  va  dast  girift,  '  importuned  and  took  her  hand.' 
The  lithographed  edition  has  ilJidM  burd  va  dast'i  zan  girifi^  *  importuned  and  took  the 
woman's  hand ;'  and  the  hest  MS.  I  have  reads  Uhah  bar  diut  girifty  *■  took  in  hand,'  or 
*  commenced  importuning  her,'  which  I  much  prefer.' 
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COUPLET. 

Without  thee,  may  I  ne'er  my  hope  attain  ! 
And,  save  for  thcc,  I'd  e'en  from  life  refrain.' 

When  the  Carpenter  heard  this  speech,  tenderness  and  commiseration  arose 
in  his  heart,  and  emotion  and  pity  overpowered  him,  and  he  said,  *  It  had 
very  nearly  happened  that  I  had  wronged  this  woman,  and  had  become 
guilty  and  sinful  in  the  sight  of  God.  After  all,  what  was  this  evil  suspicion 
that  I  entertained  of  her,  while  the  poor  thing  was  all  the  time  pining  for 
me,  and  terribly  in  love  with  me  ,*  and,  in  the  creed  of  friendship  and  path 
of  love  one  ought  not  to  attach  much  weight  to  it  if,  with  all  this  attachment 
and  friendship  that  she  has  for  me,  she  make  a  littLe  slip ;  nor  ought  one  to 
reckon  too  strictly  with  her  for  follies  like  these  which  she  may  commit, 
for  no  creature  can  be  pure  from  errors  and  fkilings. 

HBMISTICH. 

Where  lives  there  one  whose  skirt  has  not  been  stained? 

And  I,  blockhead  that  I  am !  have  given  myself  all  this  trouble,  and  plunged 
myself  in  such  distress  gratuitously.  My  best  course  is  now^ot  to  embitter 
their  enjoyments,  and  not  to  disgrace  her  before  a  strange  man,  since  she 
acts  so  from  mere  playfulness  and  folly,  and  not  intentionally  and  of  set 
purpose.  I  ought  to  fix  my  eyes  on  her  merits,  and  close  my  eyes  to  her 
failings. 

OOUPLST. 

Hast  thou  one  virtue,  fiiults  threescore  and  ten ; 
Nought  hut  that  virtue  shines  in  friendship's  ken.' 

He  then  remained  sitting  in  silence  in  the  same  place  under  the  bed,  and 
did  not  utter  a  word  until  they  had  finished  their  toying,  and  the  flag  of 
gloomy  night  had  been  reversed. 

OOUPLBT. 

When  from  nighf  s  shade  sprang  up  the  charming  day, — 
Mom's  breath  from  heaven  made  creation  gay, 

the  stranger  departed,  and  the  Carpenter's  wife  pretended  to  be  asleep  on 
the  bed.  The  Carpenter  came  gently  out  from  under  the  bed,  and  sat  down 
upon  it  courteously  and  kindly,  and  was  wiping  off  the  dust  of  dejection  from 
his  wife's  face  with  the  sleeve  of  suavity,  and  stroked  her  limbs  gently  with 
his  hand,  until  the  wily  woman  opened  her  eyes,  and  fixing  her  eyes  upon 
her  husband  as  he  sate  at  her  pillow,  started  up  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

'  Welcome  the  mom  that  brings  my  loved  one  home ! 
Thanks  that  the  partner  of  my  cares  is  come.' 

She  then  asked,  *  When  didst  thou  safely  arrive  ? '  He  replied,  *  At  the 
time  when  thou  wast  pressing  the  hand  of  desire  in  the  bosom  of  union  with 
that  stranger.     However,  as  I  knew  that  necessity  was  the  cause  of  it,  I 
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pieserred  thy  credit,  and  did  nothing  to  annoy  him.  And  as  I  am  aware  of 
thy  kind  feelings  towards  me,  and  know  the  friendship  thou  entertainest  for 
me ;  and  am  quite  sure  that  thou  art  anxious  for  life  only  for  communion 
with  me,  and  wishest  for  sight  only  to  gaze  on  my  beauty ;  if  thou  art  guilty  of 
these  immoralities,  it  must,  of  course,  be  from  frailty.  Wherefore  I  felt  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  be  indulgent  to  thy  friend,  and  to  preserve  thy  honor. 
Be  of  good  cheer,  and  do  not  give  way  to  alarm  or  fear,  and  emancipate 
thyself  from  thy  terrors,  and  pardon  mo  for  thinking  ill  of  thee,  and  for 
entertaining  a  hundred  kinds  of  bad  suspicions  of  thee.  Praise  be  to  God  ! 
thou  hast  not  turned  out  to  be  what  I  supposed  thee. 

HEMISTICH. 

All  my  raspicion  was  indeed  mistake !' 

The  wife  made  use  of  deceitful  words ;  and  both  sides,  forgetting  their 
anger,  placed  the  arms  of  reconciliation  round  the  neck  of  satisfaction ;  and 
the  Carpenter,  loosing  the  tongue  of  apology,  was  expressing  this  sentiment. 

OOVPLET. 

•       '  In  no  grave  light  may  God  thy  error  see  ! 
Since  I'm  content,  may  He  forgiving  be !' 

And  I  have  introduced  this  story,  that  you  too,  like  the  carpenter,  who  was 
cajoled  by  the  words  of  a  profligate  woman,  may  not  be  deceived  by  the  talk 
of  this  deceitful  crow,  nor  seduced  by  his  hypocrisy  and  artifices,  which  smeU 
of  blood. 

COUPLBT. 

Let  not  the  foe  malignant  thee  beguile ; 
He  rues  it  in  the  end  who  heeds  his  wile. 

And  every  enemy  who,  by  means  of  his  distant  position,  cannot  make  an 
assault,  advances  closer  by  stratagem ;  and  assuming  the  part  of  an  adviser, 
brings  himself,  by  hypocrisy  and  fawning,  into  the  situation  of  confidential 
intercourse.  As  soon  as  he  has  learned  the  secrets  [of  his  dupe]  he  looks  out 
for  an  opportunity,  and,  with  perfect  insight,  commences  his  undertaking; 
and  not  a  blow  that  he  strikes,  but  like  the  fire-raining  thunderbolt, 
consumes  the  fire  of  life ;  and,  like  the  arrow  of  fate,  unerringly  reaches  the 
target  of  his  wish  and  the  mark  of  his  desire.'  The  crow  (K4rshinas)  said,  '  0 
cruel  friend !  what  is  the  use  of  aU  this  eloquence  ?  and  what  results  from  this 
useless  preamble  which  thou  art  linking  together  ?  After  aU,  what  connection 
has  this  cruelty,  which  has  been  practised  upon  me,  and  this  tyranny  which 
has  befallen  me,  with  deceit  and  stratagem  ?  No  sensible  person  is  willing  to 
suffer  pain  himself  to  give  comfort  to  another,  nor  have  I  voluntarily  taken 
upon  myself  this  disgrace  and  suffering.  And  every  one  knows  that  these 
tortures  were  nothing  but  the  requital  of  my  opposition  to  the  crows.'  The 
vazfr  said,  '  This  thing  that  thou  hast  done  is  the  spring  of  thy  deceit,  and 
tiiou  hast  willingly,  nay,  greedily,  submitted  to  these  sufferings;  and  the 
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sweetness  of  revenge  which  thou  hast  in  mind  has  made  the  bitter  draught 
of  this  pain  pleasant  to  the  palate  of  thy  hope ;  and  there  have  been  many 
who  have  been  willing  to  die  in  order  to  destroy  their  enemy,  and  who,  to  do 
their  patrons  and  benefactors  a  service,  have  cast  themselves  into  the  vortex 
of  annihilation,  to  leave  inscribed  on  the  page  of  their  life  the  character  of 
gratitude  and  loyalty.  So  that  Monkey  gave  himself  up  to  be  killed,  in 
order  that  he  might  avenge  his  friends.'  The  king  of  the  owls  asked,  '  How 
was  that  ? ' 

STORY  XI. 

He  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  troop  of  monkeys  had  their  abode  in 
an  island  where  were  fruits  fresh  and  dry  in  abimdance,  and  the  climate 
agreed  with  them  perfectly.  One  day  a  party  of  the  elders  of  the  tribe  were 
sitting  under  the  shade  of  a  tree,  and  were  talking  on  all  sorts  of  subjects. 
At  one  time,  with  laughing  lip  like  a  pistachio,  they  discoursed  of  the 
impervious  nut,  and  at  another  they  would  not  open  their  eyes,  which 
resembled  fresh  almonds,  save  to  gaze  on  the  beauty  of  the  dry  fig.  On  a 
sudden,  a  bear  passed  by  them,  and  was  excessively  chagrined  at  their 
composure.  He  said  to  himself,  '  Is  it  to  be  borne  that  I  should  pass  my 
time  in  the  midst  of  stony  mountains,  with  saddened  heart;  and  with  a 
hundred  thousand  efforts  get  possession  of  a  thorn-top  or  a  root  of  grass, 
while  these  monkeys  in  this  pleasant  spot  and  agreeable  station,  feast  on 
fresh  and  juicy  fruits  and  make  their  repasts  on  herbage  softer  than 
green  silk. 

COUPLET. 

My  riyalfl,  rose-like,  flourishing  in  the  fair  spring  of  converse,  see  ! 
Why  should,  in  autumnal  absence,  I,  all  leafless,  withered  be  ? ' 

He  then  resolved  to  enter  among  that  crowd  and  overthrow  with  the  axe  of 
cruelty,  the  pedestal  of  their  tranquillity.  The  monkeys,  accepting  battie, 
assembled  to  the  number  of  nearly  a  thousand,  and  making  a  rush, 
overthrew  ^  and  wounded  the  bear  with  their  blows.  The  imhappy  bear  of 
vain  schemes,  had  not  as  yet  tasted  the  fruit  of  his  wishes  from  the  plant  of 
desire,  when  he  found  the  tree  of  his  enjoyment  withered,  and  the  cell  of  his 
nature  not  being  illuminated  by  the  radiance  of  the  taper  of  repose,  the 
lamp  of  his  strength  went  out. 

COUPLBT. 

Before  I  from  the  bowl  of  gladness  one  short  draught  of  joy  could  sip, 
Cruel  fate  dashed  down  the  goblet  ere  it  yet  had  reached  my  Up. 

In  short,   the  bear  escaped  with  the  greatest  trouble  from  among    the 


omit. 


1  The  MSS.  supply  the  va  between  pardganda  and  mqjM^  which  the  editions  wrongly 

1^ 
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monkeys,  and  having  conveyed  himself  to  the  mountains,  raised  loud  cries 
and  a  vast  uproar.  A  great  number  of  his  species  came  round  him,  and 
seeing  him  in  that  state,  asked  him  as  to  the  circumstances  of  the  battle  and 
the  manner  of  the  contumely  and  blows  inflicted  on  him.  The  bear 
recounted  the  affair  as  it  had  happened,  and  said,  '  Bravo,  dishonor !  that  a 
powerful -framed  bear  should  endure  this  disgrace  from  feeble  monkeys ! 
never  in  by-gone  days  did  such  a  thing  befall  our  ancestors  and  progenitors, 
and  until  the  day  of  resurrection,  this  infamy  will  adhere  to  our  race.  Our 
advisable  course  is  that  we  should  join  together,  and  by  one  united  night- 
attack,  change  the  day  of  existence  for  them  into  the  night  of  extinction,  and 
blind  the  eye  of  their  hopes  with  the  dust  of  battle. 

▼BB8B. 

Let  us  but  be  by  fate  tmharaaaed. 

We'll  wreak  our  ^  yengeance  on  the  hated  foe ; 

And  in  the  battle  we'll  so  cnub  his  head, 
To  the  last  day  our  glory  down  shall  go.' 

The  bears'  feeling  of  pride  was  roused,  and  kindling  the  flame  of  implaca- 
bility, and  loosing  the  tongue  of  boasting  and  vain -glory,  they  raised  to 
heaven  their  fierce  and  martial  shouts. 

YSBSE. 

'Ants  are  our  foes, — a  giant  serpent  we, 
How  can  they  scape  the  clutches  of  the  strife  ? 

Tis  ours  to  shake  the  flag  of  battle  free, 
Theirs  to  relinquish  sovereignty  and  life.' 

They  then  agreed  that  that  night  they  would  engage  in  kindling  the  flames 
of  slaughter,  and  in  the  heat  of  battle  and  the  fire  of  war,  would  cast  an 
igneous  shower  into  the  harvest  of  the  life  of  the  monkeys ;  and  at  the  time 
when  the  golden-clawed  lion  of  the  sun  turned  from  the  waste  of  heaven 
to  that  place  of  fountains  [as  it  is  written]  *  in  a  spring  of  black  mttd,^  and 
the  Greater  and  Lesser  Bear  began  to  stalk  towards  the  confines  of  the 
Korthem  Pole, 

COUPLST. 

When  the  bright  sun  had  turned  his  back. 
Earth  darkened,'  and  the  air  grew  black, 

at  once,  the  bears  of  that  mountainous  region  set  out  for  the  island  of  the 
monkeys.  It  happened  that  the  monkey-king  with  a  number  of  his  nobles 
and  grandees,  had  made  a  party  to  hunt,  and  that  night  they  remained  in  the 


^  The  printed  edition  has  here  by  a  typographical  error — kamin  for  kin. 

«  Ku'rkn,  Fl.  xviii.,  84  ;  Mar.  87  ;  Sale,  p.  227,  1.  4 :  » And  he  (Dhu'l-kamein)  followed 
his  way,  until  he  came  to  the  place  where  the  sun  setteth  ;  and  he  found  it  to  set  in  a  spring 
of  black  mud :  and  he  found  near  the  same  a  certain  people' 

3  Duruahtj  lit.,  *  rough,'  i.e.,  hard  to  be  walked  over,  on  account  of  the  darkness. 
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waste,  and  the  other  monkeys,  nnpiepared  for  the  attack  of  their  foes,  were 
reposmg  each  in  his  own  place,  when  all  at  once, 

OOUFLBT. 

Like  ants  and  locusts,  countless  warriors  swarm, 

And  spread  through  earth  war's  world-conTolsing  storm. 

Before  the  monkeys  were  aware,  many  of  them  were  slain,  and  a  few,  crushed 
and  wounded,  escaped  with  life  from  that  sanguinary  struggle.  When  the 
bears  saw  that  flourishing  plain  and  populous  island  cleared  of  the  enemy, 
they  drew  the  foot  of  continuance  under  the  skirt  of  residence  in  that  very 
place,  and  made  the  bear  that  had  been  maltreated  and  injured,  their 
conunander ;  and  stretching  forth  the  hand  of  tyranny,  they  brought  within 
the  range  of  their  own  possession,  every  good  thing  which  the  monkeys  in 
the  lapse  of  time  had  stored  up  for  themselves. 

HSBCtBTICH. 

Who  wasted,  0  my  God !  and  who  amassed  ?  ^ 

The  next  day,  when  the  dark-hearted  world  became  brilliant  as  the  cheek  of 
the  beautiful,  and  the  Jamshfd  of  the  sun  came  forth  upon  the  throne  of 
the  sky, 

OOUFLET. 

When  morning's  host  upraised  its  banner,  then 
The  world  drew  through  the  word  of  night  its  pen,' 

the  king  of  the  monkeys,  unaware  of  what  had  happened,  was  returning  to 
the  island,  and  in  the  middle  of  his  journey  a  number  of  fugitives  who  had 
brought  themselves  semi-animate  from  the  whirlpool  of  calamity  to  the 
shore,  came  up,  and  began  to  call  for  redress.  The  king,  when  he  had  been 
informed  of  the  nature  of  those  events,  began  to  bite  the  finger  of  amazement 
with  the  tooth  of  regret,  and  said,  '  Alas !  for  my  hereditary  kingdom,  which 
has  been  torn  from  the  grasp  of  my  possession,  and  alack!  for  those  rich 
treasures  which  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  At  last,  fortune  has 
changed,  and  has  rained  down  the  dirt  of  adversity  on  my  head,  and,  at 
length,  she,  fickle  that  she  is,  has  averted  her  countenance. 

STANZA. 

Ne'er  in  this  world's  flower-garden  did  one  verdure  constant  see. 
Nor  upon  the  cheek  of  fortune  can  we  trace  a  changeless  hue. 

Earth  is  but  a  house  of  cheating,  credit  there  can  neyer  be, 
Because  than  it  a  place  of  mischief  more  disastrous  none  e'er  knew. 

The  others,  too,  who  attended  in  the  cavalcade  of  the  king,  beginning  to  be 
disquieted,  raised  lamentations  each  for  his  own  property  and  possessions,  and 


^  That  is,  *  one  hoards,  another  spends.' 
2  That  is,  *  renounced  allegiance  to  it.' 
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wife,  and  family,  and  among  them  was  one  named  Maimun,'  adorned  with  an 
excellent  understanding,  and  distinguished  from  the  rest  by  the  abundance  of 
his  sagacity ;  and  on  this  account  they  used  to  hold  him  in  supreme  honor, 
and  king  and  people  were  in  the  habit  of  availing  themselyes  of  the  benefits  of 
his  advice. 

VSBSB. 

So  bright  of  heart,  so  clear  in  wisdom  he, 
That  by  one  counsel  he  could  climes  ensUye ; 

Zuhal '  his  pupil  was  in  subtlety, 
And  to '  At6rid  '  be  pen-lessons  gave. 

When  Maimun  beheld  the  king  amazed  and  his  subjects  distressed,  he 
loosed  the  tongue  of  advice  and  said, 

STANZA. 

*  Be  not  contentious  in  disaster,  thou ! 

'TIb  doubly  faulty ;  for,  to  me  attend, 
First,  it  will  gild  with  joy  thy  foeman's  brow ; 

And  next  cast  down  and  stupify  thy  friend. 

To  be  stiff-necked  in  misfortunes  excludes  a  creature  from  the  rewards  of 
eternity,  and  makes  him  notorious  for  impatience  and  levity,  and  in 
occurrences  of  this  nature,  there  are  but  two  things  of  any  avail.  The  first  is, 
to  endure  and  to  increase  in  patience  and  fortitude ;  for  the  tree  of  patience 
produces  the  fruit  of  desire,  and  in  accordance  with  the  saying,  '  Patience  it 
the  key  of  joy,*  to  make  choice  of  patience  is  the  key  of  the  portals  of 
salvation. 

STANZA. 

Patience,  the  key  that  opes  the  treasury 
Of  wished-for  things,  unlocks  each  closcd-up  way ; 

And  clears  the  breast  from  pangs  of  tyranny, 
As  from  a  glass  the  dust  that  thereon  lay. 

The  second  is  to  make  use  of  just  judgment  and  right  counsel ;  for  when  the 
lightning  of  the  bright  mind  of  the  possessor  of  sagacity  flashes  in  the  night 
of  incident,  it  can  completely  efface  the  darkness  of  cruelty  from  the  page  of 
the  condition  of  the  tyrannously  oppressed ;  and  in  one  night  of  thought 
accomplish  things  which  have  occupied  a  thousand  years. 

COXTPItBT. 

With  the  salve  of  happy  counsel,  and  of  schemes  that  aim  aright. 
Be  the  heart  in  friigments  shivered,  there  Ib  healing  for  its  plight.' 

The  king  of  the  monkeys  was  comforted  by  the  words  of  Maimun,  and  asked 
*  How  can  this  be  remedied  ?  *  Maimun  requested  a  private  audience  and 
said,  *  0  renowned  king !    my  children  and  kinsmen  have  perished  by  the 


>  The  Dictionary  informs  us  this  word,  in  Persian,  means  '  monkey,'  in  Arabic '  fortunate.' 
3  Saturn  :  and  in  the  next  line  'At&rid  is  Mercury. 
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bands  of  this  remorseless  band ;  and,  deprived  of  the  sigbt  of  these  dear  ones 
life  will  afford  me  no  delight,  and  existence  no  happiness. 

COUPLET. 

Without  thy  face  I  might  survive, — ^yes,  I  might  linger  so ; 
But  yet  a  thousand  deaths,  methinks,  were  lighter  than  that  woe. 

And  since  in  the  end  the  goods  of  life  must  Ml  into  the  whirlpool  of 
annihilation,  I  desire  with  all  possible  speed  to  transport  myself  from  the 
narrow  strait  of  worldly  things  to  the  expanse  of  the  blissful  regions  of 
eternity ;  and,  sacrificing  my  life,  to  avenge  my  friends  and  beloved  ones  on 
those  blind  and  savage  monsters.'     The  King  said,  '  0  Maimun !  the  flavor 

• 

of  revenge  appears  sweet  to  the  palate  of  existence,  and  the  relish  of 
triumphing  over  one's  enemy  is  necessary  for  the  repose  of  life,  but  if  thou 
art  no  more,  [I  care  not]  whether  the.  world  be  populated  or  desolate.  And 
wherever  the  heart  is  set,  it  matters  not  whether  the  place  be  tranquil  or 
disturbed. 

OOVPLBT. 

Once  from  this  garden  he  thy  transit  made, 
I  care  not  if  the  roses  hloom  or  £ade.' 

Maimun  replied,  '  0  king !  in  my  present  circumstances  the  preference  may 
be  given  to  death  over  life,  and  one  might  choose  to  perish  rather  than  exist. 
For  the  light  of  the  eyes  is  in  gazing  on  the  beauty  of  one's  children,  and  they 
have  drawn  over  their  countenances  the  veil  of  the  earth ;  and  the  joy  of  the 
bosom  is  bound  up  in  beholding  one's  domestics  and  kinsfolk,  and  the  harvest 
of  their  peace  has  been  dispersed  by  the  tempest  of  fate ;  and  the  chief  pillar 
of  one's  maintenance  is  wealth  and  property,  and  the  hoardings  of  one's 
whole  life  have  been  dissipated  by  the  plundering  of  the  enemy.  I  now  wish 
to  show  my  gratitude  for  the  favors  of  the  king,  and  to  aid,  with  the  ointment 
of  cheerfulness,  my  brethren,  whose  hearts  are  sorrowful  and  whose  minds 
are  wounded ;  and  having  offered  up  the  coin  of  life,  to  leave  my  name  on  the 
page  of  Time. 

COUPLET. 

My  heart's  wish  is  to  perish  gloriously : 
Earth  yields  one  ohject, — ^"t  is  with  fame  to  die. 

And  the  king  must  not  mourn  for  my  death,  and  when  he  sits  with  his 
friends  at  the  mirthful  banquet  let  him  call  to  mind  my  faithful  service. 

COUPLET. 

With  the  hand  of  hope,  when  gathering  the  enjoyment  of  thy  hlias, 
Call  to  mind  our  social  converse,  and  bethink  thee  still  of  this.' 

The  king  said,  '  How  wilt  thou  prosecute  this  undertaking,  and  by  which 
of  the  doors  of  stratagem  will  thou  enter  upon  it  ? '  Maimun  answered,  '  I 
have  thought  of  a  plan  by  which  I  may  consume  them  with  the  flame  of  the 
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Samiirn  *  in  the  deserts  of  Mard-azmdi ; '  and  it  is  most  probably  to  be  expected 
that  my  prognostications  will  not  deviate  from  the  line  of  truth.     The 
advisable  course  is,  that  thou  command  them  to  tear  out  my  ears  with  their 
teeth,  and  fracture  my  hands  and  feet,  and  cast  me  at  night  in  a  comer  of 
that  waste  which  was  our  former  abode.     And  let  the   king,  with  his 
attendants  and  the  party  of  fugitives,  wander  at  will  through  all  parts  and 
directions  of  this  desert  until  two  days  have  passed,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  third  day  let  them  come  and  settle,  fr«e  from  care,  in  their  own  home. 
For  there  will  be  no  trace  of  their  enemies,  nor  afterwards  will  any  injury 
accrue  from    that  race.'      The  king,   in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 
Maimun,  commanded  them  to  tear  out  his  ears,  and,    after  breaking  his 
limbs,  to  cast  him  in  a  comer  of  that  region.    He  then  dispersed  his  forces, 
and  sate  awaiting  the  appointed  time.     Maimun,  through  the  whole  night, 
uttered   plaintive  wailings  after  a  fhshion  that  would  have  dissolved,  in 
sympathy,  a  heart  of  stone.     The  mountains  re-echoed  the  piteous  sound  of 
his  cries ;  and  the  king  of  the  bears  going  out  for  a  circuit  early  in  the 
morning,  heard  those  lamentations ;  and  following  the  sound,  beheld  Maimun 
in  that  plight.    Although  he  was  hard-hearted,  he  had  compassion  upon  him, 
and  in  spite  of  his  ferocity,  pity  arose  in  his  heart.     Busying  himself  with 
inquiry  into  his  circumstances,  and  examining  into  his  condition,  he  demanded 
of  him  a  detailed  explanation  of  what  had  happened.     Maimun  sagaciously 
discerned  that  he  was  the  king  of  that  race,  and  entered  upon  eulogiums  of 
him ;  and  after  acquitting  himself  of  the  usual  duties  of  panegyric,  which  is 
due  to  the  position  of  kings,  he  said, 

COUPLET. 

'  This  earthly  frame,  soul  and  shape  the  same,  in  flaming  fire  and  water  >  lies ; 
Look  with  thine  eyes  and  sympathize,  for  cruel  are  these  agonies. 

0  king !  I  am  the  vazir  of  the  monkey-king,  and  went  out  with  him  to 
hunt.  On  the  night  of  the  attack  I  was  not  present  in  the  field  of  battle. 
The  next  day  the  fugitives  reached  us,  and  I  received  intelligence  of  the 
descent  of  your  majesty  in  this  place.  The  king  of  the  monkeys,  frx)m 
the  confidence  which  he  had  in  my  judgment,  required  of  me  an  expedient  to 
remedy  this.  I,  from  sincere  regard  to  him,  pointed  out  the  service  of  your 
majesty,  and  said,  '  The  recommendable  course  is,  that  we  gird  up  the  waist 
of  attendance,  and  pass  the  rest  of  our  lives  in  waiting  on  the  king ;  and, 
under  the  shade  of  his  good-fortune,  in  security  from  the  reverses  of  fate, 
content  ourselves  with  a  comer  and  a  crust. 


^  In  the  English  dictionary  *  Simoom ;'  hut  the  first  vowel  should  be  a,  according  to  the 
Arahic. 

'  Lit.,  *  man-trying ;'  i.e.,  *  perilous.' 
'  That  is,  *  in  woe.' 
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TSR8B. 

He  that  is  wise,  will  ever  guide  his  way 

To  pious  shelter,  such  as  thou  art,  who, 
Oft  as  thy  feet  amid  the  garden  stray, 

Bear'st  off  the  roses  and  the  spikenard  too.' 

The  king  was  displeased  at  my  words,  and  vented  many  unseemly  reproaches 
on  the  parties  who  had, become  occupants  of  this  region;  and  when  a  second 
time  I  rebuked  him,  he  commanded  that  they  should  inflict  all  this 
contumely  upon  me ;  and  he  gave  orders,  saying,  '  Since  he  is  one  of  the 
fautors  of  that  monarch,  and  belongs  to  his  army,  the  best  thing  is  to  cast 
him  down  near  the  island,  so  that  I  may  see  how  they  will  protect  him.' 
Thus  they  brought  me  hither,  and  requited  my  former  loyal  services  with 
these  subsequent  distresses.'  He  said  this,  and  wept  so  piteously  that  the 
tear-drops  began  to  Ml  from  the  pitiless  eyes  of  the  king  of  the  bears. 

COUPLET. 

My  groans  would  make  a  stone  dissolve  in  blood ; 
And  from  my  weeping  eyes  pours  Jaihllin's  ^  flood.' 

The  king  said,  *  Where  are  the  monkeys  now  ? '  He  replied,  '  There  is  a 
forest,  which  they  caU  Mard-azmaf,  where  they  have  taken  reftige,  and  are 
collecting  forces  from  all  sides,  and  every  hour  they  may  be  expected  to 
come  with  a  fierce  and  numerous  army  to  make  a  night-attack.'  The  king  of 
the  bears  started  and  said,  '  0  Maimun !  what  is  thy  advice  ?  and  Heaven 
forfend  !  that  a  calamity  fall  upon  us  from  them.'  Maimun  replied,  *  Let  the 
king  be  tranquil  as  to  this,  and  had  I  but  feet,  I  would  conduct  a  force 
unexpectedly  against  them,  and  bring  destruction  on  those  perfidious 
ingrates.'  The  king  replied,  '  I  know  that  thou  hast  complete  acquaintance 
with  their  position,  and  if  thou  canst  conduct  us  to  them,  thou  wilt  cast  a 
chain  of  obligation  on  the  neck  of  the  condition  of  this  people;  and 
inasmuch,  too,  as  they  have  wronged  thee,  thou  wilt  obtain  thy  own  wish  of 
revenge.'  Maimun  said,  '  How  can  I  do  it  ?  for  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
go,  and  for  me  to  move  with  such  hands  and  feet  presents  insuperable 
difficulties.'  The  king  replied,  '  I  know  an  expedient  for  this,  and  can 
convey  thee  by  a  contrivance.'  He  then  called  aloud,  so  that  the  leaders  of 
his  army  and  the  courtiers  presented  themselves ;  and  having  stated  to  them 
how  matters  stood,  he  said,  *  Be  ready,  for  to-night  we  will  march  against  the 
enemy.'  AU  agreed  in  this  plan,  and  made  ready  the  weapons  of  war,  and, 
having  tied  Maimun  on  the  back  of  a  bear,  they  set  off.  Maimun  guided 
them  by  signs,  until  they  arrived  at  the  waste  Mard-azmdf,  which  was  a 
desert  full  of  fierce  heat  and  devoid  of  water,  such  that  the  spring-cloud  was 
burnt  up,  in  its  expanse,  from  excess  of  heat ;  and  the  swift  messenger  of  the 


1  The  river  Jaxartes. 
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moon,  from  the  dread  nature  of  that  waste,  lost  its  way  in  the  heaven ;  and 
the  world-measuring  intellect  was  unable  to  emerge  from  its  difficulties,  and 
the  creation-circling  imagination  knew  not  the  way  forth  frt)m  its  stages. 
A  Samum  used  to  blow  in  that  waste,  such  that  eyery  one  who  was  reached 
by  its  effects,  melted  away ;  and  it  made  the  sand  and  soil  bum  like  the 
furnace  of  iron-smiths ;  and  on  account  of  this  fiery  wind,  no  living  thing 
abode  in  that  desert,  and  no  herbage  sprang  up  in  that  salt  and  man- 
devouring  wilderness. 

VER8B. 

A  desert  vast  and  full  of  horror,  where. 

At  every  step,  a  hundred  risks  arose ; 
Its  air  was  flame,  its  fire  igneous  air. 

Magnets  its  stones,  and  stones  its  earth  compose. 

Maimun  said,  '  Make  haste ;  and,  before  the  white  dawn  lifts  away  the 
veil  from  the  face  of  the  transactions  of  the  world,  let  us  tear  away  the 
curtain  of  their  tranquillity  from  the  area  of  enjoyment ;  and,  ere  the  king 
of  the  Turkish  vestment^  can  lift  up  his  gold-embroidered  flag,  let  us 
subvert  the  banner  of  the  puissance  of  those  wretches  forsaken  by  fortune.' 
The  bears,  with  the  utmost  alacrity,  pressed  on  into  that  waste,  and  with 
their  own  feet  entered  into  the  plain  of  death  and  space  of  destruction. 
The  sun  rose,  and  no  trace  of  the  monkeys  was  to  be  found ;  and  Maimun 
still  urged  them  on  with  speed,  and  with  plausible  inventions  beguiled  them, 
until  the  time  when  the  sun  rose  high,  and,  with  the  warmth  of  his  rays, 
lit  up  the  quarters  and  districts  of  that*  region.  The  flame  of  his  taper 
was  then  kindled  to  that  degree,  that  whoever  looked  into  the  air  was 
consumed  like  a  moth,  and  .whoever  set  foot  on  earth  was  melted  like  wax. 

STANZA. 

The  frame  was  heated  by  the  warmth  intense. 

Till,  taper-like,  the  lip  did  radiate ; 
And  such  the  fiery  blast,  that  Providence, 

Thou  wouldst  suppose,  had  thought  good  to  create 

A  fiercer  hell  in  this,  man*s  earthly  state. 

The  rays  of  the  sun,  exerting  their  influence,  smote  the  bears  with  destruction, 
and  the  fiery  Samum,  beginning  to  blow,  appeared  like  a  smokeless  flame. 
Then  the  king  of  the  bears  turned  to  Maimun  [and  said],  *  Here  is  a  desert 
such  that  our  hearts  are  consumed  with  the  dread  of  it,  and  our  livers  are 
dried  up ;  and  what  is  this  which,  like  a  flame  of  fire,  comes,  fierce  and  hot, 
towards  us?'  Maimun  replied,  '0  cruel  tyrant!  this  is  the  wilderness  of 
death,  and  that  which  comes  towards  thee  is  the  messenger  of  fate.  Be  at 
ease,  for  didst  thou  possess  a  hundred  thousand  Uves,  thou  wouldst  not  save 
one.     And  now,  soon  as  the  Samum  reaches  you,  it  will  consume  all  to 


*  A  title  of  the  sun. 
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ashes,  and  thou  wilt  be  burned  in  the  fire  of  that  injustice  which  thou  didst 
inflict  on  the  persons  of  the  monkeys.'  They  were  talking  thus,  when  the 
flame  of  the  Samum  reached  them,  and  consumed  on  the  spot  Maimun, 
together  with  all  the  retinue  and  soldiers  of  the  bear-king,  and  not  one  of 
them  emerged  from  that  wilderness.  On  the  third  day,  as  had  been  agreed 
upon,  the  king  of  the  monkeys,  together  with  his  army;  came  to  the  island, 
and  found  the  region  unoccupied,  and  beheld  his  dominions  cleared  of  the 
gloomy  presence  of  his  foes. 

COUPLET. 

Disaster's  night  has  rolled  away,  the  mom  of  triumph  comes  at  last ; 
The  spring — the  joyfol  spring — is  here,  the  autumn  of  our  grief  is  past 

And  I  have  adduced  this  story  in  order  that  the  king  may  understand  that 
resentful  persons,  for  the  sake  of  vengeance,  will  relinquish  their  own  lives, 
and,  to  gratify  their  friends,  attach  no  weight  to  the  sacriflce.  And  I  under- 
stand the  baseness  of  Karshinas  from  his  deceitful  speeches,  and  I  know  the 
whole  train  of  the  story  which  has  been  related.^  And  I  have  had  experience 
of  the  crows  before,  and  know  the  extent  of  their  foresight  and  sagacity,  and 
the  greatness  of  their  deceit  and  artfulness ;  and  as  soon  as  I  beheld  £4rshinas  in 
this  state,  I  felt  convinced  that  their  cleverness  and  prudence  were  allied  to  some 
useful  end,  and  that  their  wisdom  and  penetration  is  beyond  what  were  supposed. 

COUPLET. 

Tes !  I  had  heard  thy  charms,  but  see,  indeed, 
Fact  does  the  tale  a  thousand  times  exceed. 

The  advisable  course  is,  that  befoiv  he  can  give  us  supper  we  should  supply 
him  vdth  breakfast ;  and  ere  he  can  spill  our  blood,  we  should  give  the  signal 
for  his  execution.'  When  the  king  of  the  owls  heard  this  speech  he  frx)wned 
and  said,  '  What  harshness  and  merciless  procedure  is  this !  that  when  a 
poor  wretch  has  undergone  a  variety  of  suflerings  and  torments  from  his 
attachment  to  us,  we  should  stand  forth  as  his  tormentors  and  destroyers, 
and  melt  again  in  the  crucible  of  trial  one  who  has  already  been  wofully 
stricken.    But,  perhaps,  thou  hast  not  heard  that  they  have  said, 

COUPLET. 

*  Make  glad  the  mourner's  bosom,  and  recall 
The  night  of  mourning,  which  may  thee  befall.' 

He  then  commanded,  and  they  took  Kdrshinds  with  the  utmost  reverence 
respect,  and  bore  him  along  with  the  owl-king.  The  vazfr  said,  '  0 
king]  since  thou  hast  not  heeded  my  counsel,  and  hast  averted  the  face  of 
acceptance  from  my  directions,  which  were  essentially  wise  and  purely 
beneficial ;  at  least  live  with  him  as  with  thy  foes,  and  be  not  off  thy  guard 

1  For  hilah  mi  ahindsam  my  best  MS.  reads  jumlah  mi  ahindiom.  The  sentence  is  obscure, 
but  probatly  means  that  ho  recognises  in  the  story  he  has  just  told  a  parallel  case  to  that  of 
Kkrsiiin&B. 

2    JL 
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for  the  twinUing  of  an  eye  as  to  his  artifices  and  treason.  For  his  coming 
can  have  no  other  object  save  injury  to  the  affairs  of  the  owls  and  the  pro- 
motion of  the  ends  usefiil  to  the  crows.'  The  king  refused  to  attend  to  this 
adyice,  and  despised  the  words  of  that  incomparable  Mend ;  and  the  Crow 
continued  to  Uve  in  his  service  with  the  utmost  honor,  and  he  omitted  no 
particular  of  the  homage  due,  nor  of  the  respectM  manners  suited  to  the  service 
of  princes ;  and  by  conciliating  each  of  the  feivorites  and  ministers  of  the 
king  in  some  way  or  other,  he  attached  them  to  himself.  Hence  his  rank 
was  each  day  advanced,  and  each  day  he  made  greater  progress  in  the 
affections  of  the  king  and  his  subjects,  until  he  became  the  depositary 
of  the  confidence,  and  the  confidant  of  the  secrets  of  the  king.  And  when 
his  thorough  sincerity  and  complete  probity  had  been  noticed,  he  rose  to  be 
the  State-referee  and  pivot  of  public  affairs  of  that  country.  And  in  com- 
mencing affairs  of  importance,  they  used  to  consult  with  him,  and  they 
formed  all  sorts  of  schemes  according  to  his  opinion  and  counsel.  One  day, 
in  the  public  assembly  and  general  meeting,  he  said  to  high  and  low,  '  The 
king  of  the  crows  has  causelessly  injured  me,  and  tortured  me,  though  I  am 
innocent.  Until,  then,  I  wreak  my  vengeance  on  him,  and  get  the  better  of 
him  like  a  man,  how  can  I  find  rest  or  repose  ?  and  how  relish  sleep  or  food  ? 
And  I  have  reflected  long,  and  spent  much  time  in  meditating  and  considering 
how  to  obtain  this  object  and  compass  this  end.  At  last  I  have  come  to  the 
firm  conclusion  that  so  long  as  I  am  in  the  guise  of  a  crow,  and  retain  their 
appearance,  I  cannot  arrive  at  this  my  wish,  nor  attain  my  object.  And  I 
have  heard  from  the  wise,  that  when  an  oppressed  and  unfortunate  person 
has  suffered  wrong  from  an  unjust  oppressor,  and  met  with  persecution  from 
a  haughty  tyrant,  and  seeks  death  and  consumes  himself  with  fire,  every 
prayer  that  he  utters  in  that  state  meets  with  acceptance.  If  the  king's 
wisdom  thinks  it  right,  let  him  command  them  to  bum  me.  Perhaps, 
at  the  moment  when  the  heat  reaches  me,  if  I  pray  to  God  (may  His  name 
be  magnified ! )  to  make  me  an  owl,  I  may,  by  that  means  get  the  advantage 
over  the  tyrant,  and  wreak  my  vengeance  on  him  ? '  Now,  the  owl  that 
had  been  so  urgent  for  the  laceration  of  Karshinas  was  present  in  that 
assembly,  and  said, 

COUPLKT. 

*  Art  thou  not  bold  as  the  narcissus  ?  like  the  tulip,  dark  of  heart  ? 
Then  ten-tongued  and  double-faced,  too,  cease  to  play  the  lily's  part.' 

The  king  asked,  '  What  sayest  thou  to  this  speech  ? '  The  vazfr  replied, 
'  This  again  is  another  artifice  which  is  put  forth,  and  a  pretence  colored 
with  hypocrisy. 

COUPLBT. 

From  hand  to  foot  he's  nought  but  juggleries ; 
At  his  deceit  astonished  stand  the  wise. 
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And  should  they  bum  again  and  again  his  foul  person  and  impure  body,  and 
moisten^  the  ashes  with  the  water  of  the  fountain  of  SalsabQ  and  the  wine 
of  purification,  his  unclean  nature  and  base  qualities  would  not  be  altered ; 
and  the  malignity  of  his  mind  and  obliquity  of  his  moral  principles  cannot 
be  cleansed  by  water  or  burnt  out  with  fire. 

OOUPLBT. 

Hope  not  that  eyil  natures  good  will  shew ; 

For  rust,  through  washing,  white  will  never  grow. 

And  if  (this  impossible  supposition  being  admitted),  his  impure  person  should 
put  on  the  appearance  of  the  peacock ;  or,  for  example,  his  unclean  limbs 
should  be  arrayed  in  the  garments  of  the  Sfmurgh,  he  would  remain  just  as 
before,  attached  to  the  society  of  the  crows,  and  Mendly  with  them.  Like 
that  Mouse,  which,  although  it  had  obtained  a  human  form,  relapsed  into 
the  inclinations  suited  to  its  former  state,  and  did  not  attach  itself  to  the 
world-illuminating  sun,  and  the  bounteous  cloud,  and  the  exhilarating  breeze, 
and  the  firm  mountain.'     The  king  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  XII. 

He  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  devotee,  whose  prayers  were  accepted, 
had  locate^liiniself  on  the  bank  of  a  stream,  and  had  washed  his  hands  with 
the  water  of  contentment  from  the  contamination  of  worldly  affidrs.  A  kite 
on  the  wing  arrived  there,  and  a  young  Mouse  dropped  from  its  beak  on  the 
ground  before  the  holy  man ;  who  had  compassion  on  it,  and  taking  it  up, 
and  rolling  it  in  his  patched  gabardine,  was  about  to  carry  it  home.  He  then 
reflected  that  he  had  better  not,  lest  it  should  annoy  his  domestics  and  do 
mischief.  He  prayed,  therefore,  that  God  Most  High  would  be  pleased  to 
[turn  the  mouse  into  a  damsel,  and  thus]  bestow  on  him  a  daughter.  The 
arrow  of  the  recluse's  prayer  struck  the  target  of  acceptance,  and  the  tire- 
woman of  Omnipotence  adorned  for  him  a  daughter  of  graceful  form  and 
straight  stature,  of  bright  countenance  and  curling  hair,  such  that  the  sun 
of  her  cheek  cast  the  fire  of  jealousy  into  the  harvest  of  the  moon,  and  her 
musky  ringlets  wrung  sighs  from  the  heart  of  black  night. 

OOtTPLBT. 

Her  graceful  form  derides  the  cypress :  she 
Writes  'gainst  the  moon  the  mark  of  contumely. 

The  recluse  looked  and  beheld  a  figure  composed  of  pure  grace,  and  found  a 
maiden  reared  in  perfect  elegance.  He  delivered  her  to  one  of  his  disciples 
to  treat  with  the  same  affection  as  his  children.  The  disciple,  receiving  with 
respect  the  charge  of  his  spiritual  instructor,  used  the  greatest  endeavors  in 


^  My  best  MS.  reads  kail  tdzand,  'should  loosen  or  moisten.'    The  editions  read  gU 
tdzandy  '  should  make  clay.'* 
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tending  the  girl.  In  a  short  time  she  reached  the  period  of  puberty,  and 
the  holy  man  addressing  her  said,  '  Bear  life !  thou  hast  grown  up,  and  there 
is  no  altematiye  but  to  unite  thy  pure  gem  with  another  jewel  on  the  string 
of  marriage.  I  leave  this  to  thy  own  choice,  and  whomsoever  among  men  or 
fSEories,  yea,  even  of  beings  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  rank  thou 
mayest  select,  to  him  I  will  give  thee.'  The  maid  replied,  '  I  wi:h  for  a 
husband  strong  and  powerful,  who  may  possess  multiform  might  and  majesty, 
and,  in  rank,  may  be  distinguished  by  his  exalted  dignity  and  high  position. 
The  recluse  answered,  '  The  sun  will  be  the  possessor  of  these  qualities  which 
thou  mentionest.'  The  girl  replied,  'Aye  !  I  am  of  opinion  that  he  succumbs 
to  none,  but  has  the  mastery  over  all  that  exist  beneath  the  sky.  Marry 
me  to  him.* 


The  next  day,  when  the  EaBt*8  Khusrau  anwe, 

And  stepped  forth  on  the  archM  purple  sky, 
Time  did  the  gates  of  light  again  unclose, 

And  earth  began  anew  its  rcTelry. 

In  the  morning,  when,  by  the  command  of  Him  who  makes  the  mom  break 
forth,  the  sun  ascended  from  the  eastern  horizon,  the  recluse  communicated  to 
him  tiie  circumstances,  and  said,  '  This  maiden  is  exceeding  beautiful  and 
amiable ;  I  would  have  her  be  thy  handmaid,  for  she  has  asked  of  me  a 
husband,  strong  and  mighty.'  The  sun  blushed  ^  at  hearing  this  tale,  and 
replied,  '  I  will  point  out  to  thee  one  stronger  than  myself,  which  is  a  cloud. 
For  this  conceals  my  light  and  excludes  all  living  creatures  from  the  rays  of 
my  beauty. 

OOUPLET. 

High  though  the  glorious  sun  does  ride, 
A  cloud-speck  can  his  radiance  hide.' 

The  recluse  came  to  the  cloud,  and  repeated  his  former  speech.  The  cloud, 
perspiring  at  this  address,  said,  'If  thou  choosest  me  for  strength  and 
superiority,  the  wind  is  my  superior,  since  it  carries  me  whithersoever  it  will, 
and  takes  me  along  with  it  in  whatever  direction  it  wishes.'  The  recluse, 
acquiescing  in  this  remark,  went  to  the  wind,  and  recited  the  story  of  what 
had  passed.  The  wind  writhed  from  shame,  and  said,  *  What  strength  and 
might  do  I  possess  ?  absolute  power  belongs  to  the  mountain,  since  it  has  drawn 
the  foot  of  endurance  under  the  skirt  of  majesty,  and  like  the  pole  reposes  in 
its  own  centre ;  and  my  influence  upon  it  is  no  more  than  that  of  a  low  sound 
in  the  ear  of  one  bom  deaf,  or  of  the  footfall  of  a  little  ant  on  the  surface  of 
the  solid  rock.- 


1  Bar  afrmtah,  lit.,  *  blazed  up,'  *  kindled.' 

'  The  printed  edition  has  here  a  mistake, — samdd  for  sammdy  *  hard  rock  that  returns  no 
echo/  which  is  the  reading  of  my  best  MS. '  The  Utiiographed  edition  reads  f(^  which 
is  meaningless. 
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COUPLET. 

The  cloud  may  scatter  at  the  tempest's  shock, 
Whose  rage  is  Tain  against  the  mountain-rock.' 

The  holy  man  then  proceeded  to  the  mountain,  and  recited  the  scroll  of  the 
affair.  The  mountain  uttered  a  deep  sound,  saying,  '  0  recluse !  the  force 
and  strength  of  the  mouse  exceed  mine,  for  it  pierces  my  side,  and  makes  its 
nest  in  my  heart.  My  breast  is  rent  in  a  thousand  places  by  its  life- 
exhausting  goad,  and  I  know  of  no  expedient  to  get  rid  of  it.'  The  maiden 
exclaimed,  '  He  speaks  the  truth.  The  mouse  is  his  conqueror,  and  deserves 
to  be  my  husband.'  The  recluse  then  offered  her  to  a  mouse,  and  he,  owing 
to  his  homogeneousness  (for  in  him  the  cord  of  affinity  of  the  girl  found  its 
limit),  felt  an  inclination  for  her  in  his  heart,  and  replied,  '  I  too  for  a  long 
time  have  been  wishing  for  a  charmer,  who  should  be  my  mate  for  life.  It 
is  necessary,  however,  that  my  spouse  should  be  of  the  same  race  with 
myself.'  The  girl  said,  '  This  is  an  easy  matter.  Let  the  holy  man  pray  that 
I  may  become  a  mouse,  and  embrace  thee  with  the  arms  of  love.'  The 
recluse  saw  that  there  was  an  evident  longing  on  both  sides  :  he  held  up  his 
hands  in  prayer,  and  prayed  to  the  Lord  Most  High  to  make  her  a  mouse. 
The  petition  of  the  saint  was  immediately  honored  with  acceptance,  and  the 
remarkable  truth,  '  JEverything  reverts  to  its  primitive  nature^  was  here 
manifested,  for  the  girl  became  a  mouse,  and  the  recluse  bestowed  her  on  that 
other  mouse,  and  went  his  way. 

COUPLBT. 

Each  thing  must  to  its  pristine  essence  back  revert  at  last,  my  friend ! 
Earthy  are  we,  and  we  must  mingle  with  the  earth,  too,  in  the  end. 

And  the  moral  of  this  story  is  that,  whatever  may  be  the  requirement  of 
the  original  nature,  although  other  accidental  circumstances  may  divert  it, 
will,  in  the  end,  relapse  to  that  same  character  of  its  origin.  And  an  eloquent 
sage  has  airanged  in  poetical  order  this  same  sentiment,  and  expresses  it  in 
this  beautiful  language,  and  with  this  graceful  turn  : 

YBBSE. 

The  tree  that  is  by  nature  sour. 
Though  thou  shouldst  it  to  Eden's  garden  bring. 

And  moisten,  at  the  watering  hour, 
Its  root  from  the  eternal,  heavenly  spring, 
With  purest  honey,  or  some  sweeter  thing, — 

Would  still  not  lose  the  memory  of  the  past, 

But  aye  put  forth  its  acrid  fruit  at  last.' 

The  king  of  the  owls,  as  is  the  wont  of  the  unlucky,  listened  not  to  these 
admonitions,  and  imputing  the  words  of  his  vazfr  to  envy,  paid  no  regard  to 
consequences.  The  crow,  on  the  other  hand,  each  day  adduced  some 
charming  tale,  and  every  night  some  incomparably  pleasing  narrative,  and 
recited  marvelous  stories  and  wonderful  anecdotes ;  until  he  became  the  chief 
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confidant ;  and  obtained  perfect  information  of  their  most  recondite  secrets 
and  hidden  affairs.  He  then  watched  his  opportunity  and  suddenly  set  off  to 
join  the  crows.  The  king  of  the  crows  seeing  him  approach,  began  to 
address  him  joyMly,  as  follows, 

COUPLET. 

*  Friends !  we  may  now  our  wiBh,  the  object  of  onr  heart,  enfold ; 
For  here,  the  solace  of  our  life,  our  soul,  our  Bpirits*  joy  behold !' 

Then  king  Pfrdz  asked  him,  saying,  0  Karshinis  !  what  hast  thou  effected?' 
He  replied,  *  By  the  king's  good  fortune,  I  have  effected  all  that  was  required, 
and  have  accomplished  the  object  I  had  in  view.  Be  ready  to  act !  for  it  is 
the  time  for  exacting  vengeance  and  for  seeing  our  enemies  as  our  Mends 
would  have  them.'  The  king  said,  *  Tell  me,  concisely,  the  nature  of  what 
thou  wouldest  advise,  in  order  that  we  may  follow  up  the  measures  of 
importance  with  a  right  understanding,  and  that  the  things  that  are  required 
may  be  made  ready.'  Kdrshinas  said,  *  In  a  certain  mountain  there  is  a 
cave,  and  during  the  day-time  the  owls  go  and  collect  in  that  cave ;  and  in 
the  vicinity,  much  dry  wood  is  found.  Let  the  king  command  the  crows  to 
transport  a  small  quantity  there  and  heap  it  at  the  door  of  the  cave,  and  I 
will  bring  a  Httle  fire  from  the  station  of  the  shepherds,  who  have  their 
houses  in  the  neighborhood,  and  cast  it  upon  the  wood.  Then  let  the  king 
command  the  crows  to  fan  it  with  their  wings  so  that  the  fire  may  be 
kindled.  Every  owl  that  attempts  to  come  forth  from  the  cave,  will  be 
burnt,  and  every  one  that  does  not  come  out  will  be  killed  by  the  smoke.' 
The  king  was  pleased  with  this  counsel,  and  he  undertook  the  enterprise  in 
the  way  the  vazfr  had  seen  good.  Thus  they  burned  all  the  owls :  and  the 
crows  having  won  a  great  victory,  were  all  glad  and  triumphant,  and  loosing 
the  tongue  of  congratulation,  they  raised  to  the  star  'Ayyuk  *  their  joyous 
shouts  at  this  splendid  triumph. 

VERSE. 

*•  Fortune,  at  last,  the  monarch's  wish  allows ; 

At  last  fulfils  the  promise  of  success. 
The  joys  sedition  held  back  from  our  tows, 

Now,  by  one  happy  stroke,  our  nation  bless.* 

The  king  and  the  army,  deeply  obliged  by  the  laudable  efforts  and  acceptable 
and  illustrious  acts  of  Karshinas,  were  lavish  in  the  honors  they  awarded 
him,  and  they  viewed  it  as  requisite  and  incumbent  on  them  to  go  to  excess 
and  profuseness  in  praising  him.  He,  in  his  turn,  invoked  benedictions  on 
the  king  and  lauded  the  others  suitably  to  their  respective  conditions.  In 
the  midst  of  this,  the  king  gave  utterance  to  these  words,  '  The  auspicious- 
ness  of  thy  counsel  and  thy  fine  judgment  in  overturning  our  foes  and 


A  bright  red  star,  which  follows  the  Pleiades. 
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Bmitbg  them  on  the  head,  and  in  gladdening  and  cheering  our  friends,  have 
been  evinced  in  a  peculiar  nianner.'  'Edrshin^s  said,  'AU  that  has 
succeeded  in  this  respect,  has  been  from  the  greatness  of  the  good-fortune  of 
the  king  and  his  auspicious  destiny.  I  beheld,  too,  the  token  of  this  yictory 
on  that  very  day  when  those  ill-fated  ones  displayed  such  designs  and 
permitted  themselves  to  practice  such  cruelty  upon  the  weak  and  helpless, 
and  formed  the  desire  of  appropriating  our  fatherland  and  ancient  country. 

OOUPLBT. 

In  lusting  for  thy  country  then,  red  grew  that  black-souled  traitor's  eyes ; 
But  yellow  soon  his  face  became,  and  earth  grew  dark ;  in  death  he  lies.' 

Again  the  king  asked,  '  How  couldst  thou  for  so  long  a  time  endure  the 
society  of  the  owls  ?  and  how  put  up  with  them  who  in  disposition  are  so 
opposite  to  thee  ?  For  I  know  that  the  good  cannot  endure  the  society  of 
the  wicked,  and  that  it  is  the  nature  of  the  generous  to  flee  the  very  sight  of 
the  sordid.  And  they  have  said  that  it  is  better  to  live  with  an  evil  serpent 
than  against  one's  will  to  gaze  upon  a  bad  companion. 

OOUPLST. 

Though  of  griefs  poison  thou  shouldst  die,  when  parted  from  a  comrade  sweet ; 
'Twere  better  far  than  with  a  stranger  purest  honey  e'en  to  eat.' 

Karshinas  said,  *  The  case  is  as  the  king  has  pronounced ;  and  there  is 
nought  mor6  galling  to  the  spirit  than  so  unsuitable  a  companion. 

HXMISnCH. 

'Tis  hell  to  view  a  mate  that  suits  us  not. 

But  a  wise  man,  to  please  his  master  and  relieve  his  care,  turns  not  away 
from  difficulties,  and  goes  forth  with  joy  to  meet  every  labor  that  occurs  to 
him,  and  willingly  accepts  it.  And  the  man  of  high  spirit  does  not  at  every 
disappointment  and  difficulty  plunge  himself  into  the  place  of  grief  and 
whirlpool  of  distress.  For  in  every  affair,  the  issues  of  which  are  combined 
Y^th  victory  and  triumph,  though  it  may  be  necessary  to  undergo  trouble  in 
the  cTommencement  and  endure  degradation,  the  effects  thereof  will  not  be  so 
great ;  since  no  treasure  can  be  won  without  pain,  and  no  rose  gathered 
without  the  annoyance  of  a  thorn. 

COUPLET. 

Give  not  vent  to  angry  wailings,  for  in  seeking  aught,  be  sure 
They  alone  attain  to  gladness,  who  can  sadness  first  endure.' 

The  king  said,  '  l^arrate  somewhat  of  the  sagacity  and  wisdom  of  the 
owls.'  He  replied,  '  I  did  not  see  a  single  man  of  quick  parts  among  them, 
save  that  one  person  who  advised  my  execution.  But  they  thought  his 
judgment  weak  and  did  not  give  ear  to  his  counsels  with  the  hearing  of 
acceptance ;  and  did  not  reflect  thus  far,  that  I  had  fallen  a  perfect  stranger 
among  them,  and  that  I  had  held  a  high  station  among  my  o^m  tribe  and 
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was  noted  for  my  intelligence  and  prudence,  and  that  I  might  be  deyising 
some  stratagem,  and  might  have  an  opportunity  of  playing  the  traitor. 
They  neither  from  their  own  good  sense  understood  thus  much,  nor  did  they 
make  any  account  of  the  words  of  their  counsellors,  nor  did  they  conceal 
their  secrets  from  me ;  m  consequence  they  suffered  what  they  did  suffer  and 
arrived  where  they  did  arrive.  And  they  have  said,  '  Kings  should  use  the 
utmost  caution  in  preserving  their  secrets,  specially  from  despairing  Mends 
and  alarmed  foes. 

STANZA. 

The  Mend,  who  has  lost  hope  in  thee, 

Ne'^r  to  thy  confidence  invite. 
Nor  to  the  fear-stmck  enemy, 

Is  it  to  tell  thy  secrets  right.' 

The  king  said,  *  It  appears  to  me,  that  oppression  was  the  cause  of  the 
destruction  of  the  owls.'  Karshinas  replied,  '  Even  so ;  every  king  who 
enters  upon  a  course  of  tyrannical  conduct,  it  quickly  happens  that  the 
foundations  of  his  fortunes  are  subverted.  Moreover,  kingly  rule  may 
continue  to  exist  with  infidelity,  but  not  with  tyranny  and  injustice, 
*J)atninum  endures  notwithstanding  infidelity j  hut  it  will  not  remain  with 
tyranny.^ 

*  YEB8B. 

Give  up  thy  course  of  tyranny  and  wrong 
At  once — for  ne'er  was  life  of  tyrant  long. 
Know,  when  a  king  perrerts  his  judgment,  he 
Does  that  which  for  himself,  too,  scath  will  he. 

And  they  have  said,  that  every  one  who  does  four  things  must  expect  four 
things.  Whoever  acts  tyrannously  must  look  with  certainty  for  his  own 
destruction ;  and  whoever  is  greedy  of  the  society  of  women,  must  be  prepared 
for  his  own  disgrace ;  and  he  that  is  gluttonous  in  eating  must  expect  to  be 
ill;  and  whoever  relies  on  imbecile  and  unwise  ministers,  must  bid  adieu  to 
his  Hngdom.  Moreover  it  has  been  recorded  amongst  the  sayings  of  the 
wise,  that  six  persons  must  retrench  their  longings  for  six  things,  and  cut  off 
the  hope  of  obtaining  them.  First,  an  oppressive  and  tyrannical  king  must 
cease  to  expect  the  permanence  of  empire,  and  continuance  of  good  fortune. 
Secondly,  a  haughty  and  arrogant  person  must  in  like  manner  abandon  the 
hope  of  men's  praise,  and  of  being  commemorated  with  honor.  Thirdly,  ill- 
humored  persons  must  not  hope  for  many  Mends.  Fourthly,  an  impudent 
and  disrespectful  man  is  not  to  look  for  high  rank.  Fifthly,  a  niggard  must 
not  expect  benefits.  Sixthly,  a  covetous  man  must  not  hope  for  innocence, 
for  covctousness  plunges  a  man  in  crime ;  and  wherever  it  and  avarice  set  up 
the  tent  of  permanence,  honor  and  truthM  dealing  remove  thence.  And  as 
the  king  of  the  owls  was  very  covetous  and  greedy  to  slay  the  crows  and 
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deyastate  their  country,  he  consequently  chose  to  swerve  from  the  path  of 
justice  and  uprightness,  and  became  lost  in  the  waste  of  disappointment,  and 
in  the  end  fell  himself  into  the  abyss  of  contempt  and  the  pit  which  he  had 
dug  for  others. 

STANZA. 

Deyise  not  evil  against  men, 
Lest  thou  bring  evil  down  on  thine  own  head. 

Dost  thou  not  see  what  toil  he  then 
Endores,  who  digs  a  pit  that  I  may  tread 

Therein  ?    But  when  'tis  ended — after  all, 

Not  I — the  digger  down  himself  will  fail' 

The  king  said,  '  How  can  any  one  fiilly  acquit  himself  of  the  gratitude  due 
for  this  obligation  ?  For  thou  hast  endured  infinite  labor,  and  waited  graciously 
on  thy  enemies  against  thy  will,  and  hast  undertaken  the  service  of  one  from 
whose  society  the  heart  shrank  with  abhorrence ;  and  had  thy  foes  listened  to 
the  words  of  their  monitor,  vast  danger  was  to  be  anticipated  to  thy  life.' 
£4rshin4s  answered,  *  He  may  truly  be  called  a  brave  man,  who  when  his 
resolve  is  firmly  taken  to  accomplish  a  thing,  first  washes  his  hands  of  life, 
and  detaching  his  heart  from  the  hope  of  surviving,  sets  foot  in  the  arena  of 
warriors. 

COUPLET. 

Brave  hearts,  who  erst  won  fortune's  hall  and  conquered  in  the  strife, 
Stepped  boldly  to  the  hattle-field  and  washed  their  hands  of  life. 

And  if  he  sees  it  advisable  at  present  to  submit  to  wait  on  another  inferior  to 
himself,  he  adopts  this  course  in  order  to  attain  his  object.  Thus  the  Snake 
seeing  his  own  interest  therein,  was  willing  to  serve  the  frog.'  The  king 
inquired,  'How  was  that?' 

STORY  xni. 

Karshinas  said,  *  They  have  related  that  the  infirmity  of  age  had  taken 
effect  on  a  Snake,  and  that  complete  debility  had  supervened  upon  him. 
Through  loss  of  strength,  he  was  unable  to  pursue  his  prey,  and  was  bewildered 
in  his  proceedings  how  to  obtain  food.  Life  was  impossible  without  food, 
and  to  hunt  for  that  which  was  wont  to  be  his  food,  had,  through  want  of 
strength,  become  impracticable.  Accordingly  he  thus  reflected,  '  Alas  !  for 
the  strength  of  my  youth,  and  woe  is  me  for  the  season  of  my  prosperity ;  and 
now  to  expect  the  return  of  the  days  of  my  juvenescence,  and  to  hope  for  the 
recurrence  of  my  animal  vigor  is  a  thing  of  the  same  complexion  as  to 
light  a  fire  from  water,  and  to  desire  to  remove  thirst  with  fire  ;  and, 
notwithstanding  all  this,  would  that  there  were  permanence  even  to  the 
season  of  old  age,  and  that  this  brief  period,  too,  could  be  relied  upon ! 
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BTANZA. 

The  time  of  youth  has  passed  away,  and  coming  age  has  shewn  its  sign : 
Alas !  for  days  when  we  were  yoang,  for  boyhood's  friends — a  happy  train ! 

E'en  age  itself  a  blessing  deem,  for  of  the  life  thou  callcst  thine, 
Each  moment  that  now  flies  thou  wilt — except  in  dreams — ne'er  see  again.' 

The  Snake  felt  that  what  was  passed  could  not  be  recalled,  and  he  therefore 
busied  himself  with  taking  thought  for  the  future,  which  is  the  most 
important  business,  and  said,  '  In  Hcu  of  the  strength  of  youth  I  have  a 
little  experience  which  I  have  acquired,  and  a  trifle  of  prudence,  the  clue  of 
which  I  have  during  a  long  life  laid  hold  of.  I  must  now  base  my  proceedings 
on  abstaining  from  injuring  others,  and  every  degradation  that  is  presented 
to  me  I  must  gratefully  accept  it.  I  must  begin,  too,  to  consider  how  I  may 
obtain,  for  the  remainder  of  my  life,  what  may  be  the  means  of  support.' 
He  then  went  to  the  brink  of  a  spring  of  water  in  which  there  were  a  number 
of  frogs,  who  had  a  potent  king,  and  one  who  was  obeyed  and  renowned. 
The  Snake  cast  himself  down  there  in  the  dust  of  the  road,  like  to  mourners 
with  their  bosoms  rent,  and  to  sufferers  on  whom  calamity  has  fallen.  A 
frog  speedily  made  up  to  him,  and  asked  him,  '  I  see  thou  art  very  sorrowful, 
what  is  the  cause  of  it  ? '  The  Snake  replied,  *  Who  deserves  more  to  grieve 
than  I,  whose  maintenance  was  from  hunting  frogs  ?  To-day  an  event  has 
happened  to  me  which  has  rendered  the  pursuit  of  them  imlawfrd  to  me, 
and  if  I  seriously  designed  to  seize  one,  I  could  not.'  The  frx>g  went  away 
and  told  the  king.  The  king  of  the  frogs  was  amazed  at  this  strange 
circumstance,  and  coming  to  the  Snake,  asked  him,  '  What  is  the  cause  of 
this  accident  that  has  befallen  thee?^  and  what  act  has  brought  down  this 
upon  thee  ? '     The  Snake  replied, 

COUPLET. 

'  I  heave  this  sigh  thus  soul-affiicting  from  a  heart  of  broken  troth, 
Self-cause,  indeed,  is  all  my  woe,  why  should  I  be  with  others  wroth. 

0  king !  audacious  greed  plunged  me  into  the  mesh  of  calamity,  and  mis- 
chievous covetousness  opened  upon  me  this  gate  of  trouble,  and  this  befell  as 
follows.  One  day  I  attempted  to  seize  a  frog,  which  fled  from  me  and  took 
refuge  in  the  house  of  a  holy  man.  My  appetite  led  me  to  follow  him  into 
the  house,  which  happened  to  be  dark.  The  son  of  the  holy  man  lay  there 
asleep,  and  his  great  toe  coming  against  me  I  fancied  it  was  the  frog.  From 
the  ardour  of  my  greediness  I  closed  my  teeth  upon  it,  and  the  child  died  on 
the  spot.  The  holy  man  discovered  the  fact,  and,  from  regret  for  his  son, 
attacked  me,  and  I,  turning  towards  the  open  country,  fled  with  speed,  and 
the  recluse  pursued  me  and  imprecated  a  curse  on  me,  and  said,  *  I  desire  of 
my  Creator  that  He  will  make  thee  base  and  powerless,  and  cause  thee  to  be 
the  vehicle  of  the  frog-king.     And,  verily,  thou  shalt  not  have  power  to  eat 


The  printed  edition,  by  a  typographical  error,  omits  bar  before  tu. 


CHAPTEB   17.      8T0HT  XIU.  363 

9 

firogs  save  what  their  king  shall  bestow  on  thee  as  alms.'  And  now,  of 
necessity,  I  have  come  hither  that  the  king  may  ride  upon  me,  and  I  have 
acquiesced  in  the  Eternal  command  and  the  will  of  God. 

HS1CI8TICH. 

To  fortune's  inBults  I  have  stooped  the  neck.' 

The  matter  pleased  the  king  of  the  frogs,  and  he  thought  that  it  would 
redound  to  his  honor  and  adrantage ;  and  he  always  seated  himself  upon  the 
Snake,  and  indulged  in  vain-glorious  airs  in  consequence,  and  sought  to  magnify 
himself  above  those  of  his  own  species.  Some  time  passed  in  this  way.  At 
last  the  Snake  said,  *  May  the  life  of  the  king  be  prolonged !  I  cannot  do 
without  food  and  sustenance,  that  I  may  support  life  thereon,  and  fulfil 
this  service.'  The  king  said,  *  The  case  is  as  thou  sayest ;  I  cannot^  do 
without  my  steed,  and  my  steed  cannot  have  strength  without  food.'  He 
then  fixed  two  frogs  as  his  daily  allowance,  that  he  might  use  as  his  regular 
supply  for  breakfast  and  dinner.  The  Snake  maintained  himself  on  that 
allowance ;  and  inasmuch  as  the  attention  he  paid  to  the  frog-king  involved 
a  benefit  to  himself,  he  did  not  find  fault  with  it. 

QUATRAIN. 

The  hand  that  elsewhere  thou  with  shame  wouldst  see, 
When  stem  occasion  presses,  thou  shouldst  kiss : 

And  what  chagrin  and  foul  reproach  wonld  he, 
In  time  of  want  thou  wilt  not  take  amiss. 

And  I  have  adduced  this  story  to  make  it  apparent  that  if  I,  too,  was 
patient,  and  endured  abasement  with  a  view  to  the  destruction  of  my  foes, 
and  the  welfare  of  my  friends,  which  were  involved  in  that  abasement,  I 
did  not  experience  such  a  sensation  of  disgust.  Moreover,  courtesy  and 
humility  are  readier  means  to  uproot  an  enemy  than  war  and  contest.  As 
when  fire  furiously  assails  a  tree,  all  that  it  is  possible  for  it  to  consume  is 
as  much  as  is  on  the  face  of  the  earth;  while  water  gently  and  softly 
undermines  the  roots  of  every  tree  (even  of  those  that  are'  larger  and 
stronger),  to  such  a  degree  that  there  is  no  farther  hope  of  its  abiding  in 
the  same  place. 

OOUPLBT. 

Be  mild,  for  things  though  hard  and  troublous  too. 
Thou  mayest  by  kindness  and  by  mildness  do. 

Hence  they  have  said  that  indulgence  and  counsel  are  better  than  valor, 
since,  however  brave  and  mighty  a  warrior  may  be,  he  can  but  match  ten 
persons,  or,  at  the  utmost,  twenty;  and  if  any  one  would  choose  to  exagge- 
rate, he  might  say  a  hundred,  and  a  thousand  would  be  the  climax.     But  a 
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wise  man,  by  a  aingle  right-aiming  scheme,  may  thrust  a  whole  country  into 
perplexity,  and  may,  by  one  plan,  overthrow  a  powerM  army,  and  embroil 
a  populous  kingdom. 

T£B£iE. 

By  one  wise  coonsel  thou  mayest  bring  about, 

That  which  a  mighty  army  could  not  gain. 
Thy  sword  may  let  a  foeman's  life-blood  out, 

But  plans  well-laid  a  conquered  clime  obtain/ 

The  king  said,  'Thou  hast  obtained  a  wonderM  triumph  over  our 
enemies,  and  thy  hand  has  won  a  marvelous  victory ! '  Xarshinas  answered, 
'  All  this  success  is  not  attributable  to  the  goodness  of  my  plans  and  the 
excellence  of  my  deliberations,  but  the  splendour  of  the  good  fortune  and 
the  felicitous  auspices  of  the  king  lent  their  aid  in  this  matter.  And  they 
have  said,  *  If  a  party  form  the  design  of  doing  a  thing,  and  a  body  of  people 
take  steps  in  any  enterprise,  that  one  will  attain  his  object  who  is  distin- 
guished by  a  high  sense  of  honor ;  for  it  is  the  peculiar  property  of  honor  that 
the  affair  of  its  possessor  progresses ;  and  if  all  are  equal  in  this  point,  he 
will  be  success^l  who  has  the  greatest  firmness  and  sincerity  of  purpose ; 
and  if  they  be  on  the  same  footing  in  this  respect  too,  that  one  will  win  the 
end  in  view,  whose  Mends  and  allies  are  most  numerous ;  and  if  here  also 
there  be  no  difference,  his  will  be  the  triumph,  who  is  aided  by  fortune  and 
befriended  by  destiny. 

YEBSK 

When  o'er  hope's  horizon  rises  fortune's  brightly-shining  star, 

How  swiftly  every  wish  is  won ! 
But  if  fortune  does  not  aid  thee,  it  will  all  thy  efforts  mar, 

Turn  to  the  sea,  'twill  from  thee  run.' 

The  king  said,  *  They  thought  not  so  much  of  us,  and  did  not  imagine 
that  we  could  be  designing  to  revenge  ourselves,  for  they  saw  that  we  were 
few,  and  they  accounted  us  weak.'  Karshinas  replied,  *  There  are  four 
things,  a  little  of  which  must  be  thought  a  great  deal.  The  first  is  fire, 
a  little  of  which  is  as  mischievous  in  burning  as  a  great  deal.  The  second 
is  debt,  since  the  shame  of  being  dunned  for  one  dirham  is  the  same  as  for 
a  thousand  dfnars.  The  third  is  sickness,  for,  though  the  health  may  be 
but  little  disturbed,  yet  its  concomitants  are  debility  and  want  of  spirits. 
The  fourth  is  an  enemy,  who,  though  he  may  be  weak  and  contemptible, 
will  in  the  end  effect  his  purpose.  And  I  have  heard  that  a  Sparrow  in 
spite  of  its  feeble  condition,  obtained  vengeance  on  a  powerful  snake.' 
The  king  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 
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STOKY  XIV. 

Kdrshinas  said,  '  They  have  related  that  two  sparrows  had  made  their 
nest  in  the  roof  of  a  house ;  and,  contenting  themselves  with  a  single  grain, 
so  HTed.  Once  on  a  time  they  had  young  ones,  and  hoth  the  mother  and 
father  used  to  go  out  in  search  of  food  for  their  support ;  and  what  they 
procured,  they  made  up  into  grains  and  dropped  into  their  crops.  One 
day,  the  male  Sparrow  had  gone  out  somewhere.  When  he  came  back, 
he  beheld  the  female  sparrow  fluttering  in  the  greatest  distress  around  the 
nest,  while  she  uttered  piteous  cries.  He  exclaimed,  *  Sweet  friend !  what 
movements  are  these,  which  I  behold  in  thee  ?'     She  replied, 

COUPLET. 

'  A  thorn,  my  bosom  piercing,  makes  me  rain  tears  from  my  eyes ; 
There's  a  grief,  my  heart  consuming,  that  forces  from  it  sighs. 

How  shall  I  not  lament,  since,  when  I  returned  after  a  moment's  absence, 
I  saw  a  huge  snake  come  and  prepare  to  devour  my  offspring,  though  I 
poured  forth  piteous  cries  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

Thoa  mayest  have  overwhelming  might,  yet  dread  thy  feeble  enemy ; 
For  eyer  on  the  target  lights  the  arrow  of  the  morning-sigh. 

It  was  all  in  vain,  for  the  snake  said,  '  Thy  sigh  will  have  no  effect  upon 
my  dark-mirrored  scales.'  I  replied,  'Dread  this,  that  I  and  the  father 
of  these  children  will  gird  up  the  waist  of  vengeance,  and  will  exert 
ourselves  to  the  utmost  for  thy  destruction.'     The  snake  laughed  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

'  He  that  does  o'er  the  lions's  self  prevail. 
When  will  such  foe  to  such  as  thou  art  quail  }* 

And  I,  since  I  have  been  in  nowise  able  to  oppose  him,  raise  these  cries, 
and  no  one  heeds  them. 

HEMISTICH. 

I  raise  much  clamor,  but  redress  there's  none. 

And  that  cruel  oppressor  has  devoured  my  yoimg,  and  has  also  taken  his 
rest  in  the  nest.'  When  the  male  Sparrrow  heard  this  story,  his  frame  was 
wrung  with  anguish ;  and  the  fire  of  regret  for  the  loss  of  his  offspring 
fell  on  his  soul.  At  this  moment,  the  master  of  the  house  was  engaged 
in  lighting  his  lamp;  and,  holding  in  his  hand  a  match,  dipped  in  grease 
and  lighted,  was  about  to  put  it  into  the  lamp-holder.  The  Sparrow  flew 
and  snatched  the  match  from  his  hand  and  threw  it  into  the  nest.  The 
master  of  the  house,  through  fear  that  the  fire  would  catch  to  the  roof, 
and  that  the  consequences  would  be  most  pernicious,  immediately  ran  up  on 
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the  terrace,  and  began  clearing  away  the  nest  from  beneath,  in  order 
to  put  out  the  fire.  Hie  snake  beheld  in  front  the  danger  of  the  fire, 
and  heard  above  the  sound  of  the  pickaxe.  It  put  out  its  head  from 
a  hole  which  it  had  near  the  roof,  and  no  sooner  did  it  do  so,  than  it 
received  a  blow  on  its  head  from  the  pickaxe. 

And  the  moral  of  this  fable  is,  that  the  snake  despised  its  enemy,  and 
made  no  account  of  him,  until  in  the  end  that  enemy  pounded  his  head 
with  the  stone  of  vengeance, 

COUPLBT. 

Weak  though  thy  foe  may  he,  for  prudence  sake, 
Esteem  him  strong,  and  due  proTision  make.' 

The  king  said,  'The  successful  management  of  this  afiair,  and  the 
downfall  of  our  foes,  was  through  the  blessing  of  thy  counsel,  and  the  happy 
influence  of  thy  loyalty.  And  in  every  afiair  in  which  I  have  relied  on 
thy  word  the  result  has  developed  itself  well  and  favorably.  Whoever 
commits  the  reins  of  the  management  of  important  afiairs  to  a  wise  vazir,  the 
hand  of  reverse  never  reaches  the  skirt  of  his  good-fortune  and  the  foot  of 
calamity  never  circles  round  the  region  of  his  happiness ;  and  thus  it  has 
happened  to  me  from  the  excellence  of  thy  judgment  and  wisdom. 

COUPLET. 

Where'er  I  turn,  where'er  direct  my  will, 
I  haye  strong  help,  for  thou  art  with  me  still. 

And  of  all  thy  good  qualities  this  is  the  most  perfect,  that  though  thou  hast 
remained  for  a  long  time  in  the  enemy's  dwelling ;  neither  did  thy  tongue 
utter  anything  at  which  they  could  take  offence,  nor  did  any  action  spring 
from  thee  which  could  occasion  aversion  in  them,  or  distrust.'  He  replied, 
'OKing! 

HEMISTICH. 

That  too  from  thy  good  auspices  arose. 

For  I  had  no  pattern  in  all  that  I  did,  save  the  king's  good  qualities  and 
virtuous  habits,  and  what  I  borrowed,  to  the  extent  of  my  abilities,  from  the 
imperial  virtues,  that  I  made  the  exemplar  of  my  own  actions,  and.  Praise 
be  to  God !  in  the  king  are  combined  excellence  of  judgment  and  correct- 
ness of  deliberation,  with  dignity,  and  majesty,  and  valor.  Kor  do  the 
minutest  parts  of  an  affair  remain  hid  from  him,  nor  is  the  place  for  haste  and 
delay,  nor  the  suitable  time  for  mildness  and  wrath,  concealed  from  him.  In 
the  commencement  of  every  undertaking,  the  measures  that  are  expedient 
for  to-day  and  to-morrow,  and  the  steps  requisite  for  the  present  and  future 
conjunctures,  are  perceived  by  him ;  and  he  is  cognizant  of  the  modes  of 
remedying  the  consequences  thereof;  and  at  no  time,  neglecting  to  be  cautious, 
does  he  let  slip  the  dignity  of  the  state  and  the  reputation  of  the  Government. 
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And  whoever  of  Iiis  own  choice  enters  upon  hostility  with  snch  a  king  draws 
with  a  thousand  cords  death  upon  himself,  and  repels  life  from  himself  by  a 
thousand  removes. 

STANZA. 

Fate  drags  the  foe  with  hurrying  steps  along, 

From  life's  fair  threshold  to  the  realms  of  death. 
Each  one  who  thee  with  hostile  thoughts  would  wrong, 

'Twere  strange  if  fate  should  spare  him  half  a  breath.' 

The  king  said,  *  During  this  long  interval  of  thy  absence,  I  have  neither 
tasted  sweetness  in  my  food  and  drink,  nor  have  I  enjoyed  my  sleep  or 
repose ;  and  now,  praise  be  to  God ! 

COUPLET. 

To  the  zenith  of  perfection  has  arisen  fortune's  sun. 

And  the  downfall  of  our  foeman's  baffled  fortunes  has  begun.' 

Karshinds  said,  '  Of  a  truth  whoever  suffers  from  the  calamity  of  a  powerful 
enemy  and  a  victorious  foe,  distinguishes  not  between  night  and  day,  and 
light  aad  darkness ;  nor  discerns  his  foot  from  his  head,  nor  his  slipper  frt)m 
his  turban,  until  he  is  liberated  from  him.  And  the  wise  have  said,  '  Until 
the  sick  man  is  completely  cured,  he  derives  no  pleasure  from  his  food,  nor 
does  the  porter  rest  until  he  has  set  down  the  heavy  burthen  from  his  back, 
nor  does  the  lover  find  ease  till  he  attains  to  the  happiness  of  union  with  his 
mistress,  nor  is  the  fatigue  of  the  traveler  abated  till  he  alights  at  the  station, 
nor  does  the  frightened  man  breathe  in  comfort  until  he  is  freed  from  his 
powerful  enemy. 

OOUPLBT. 

When  firom  his  foe  one  is  at  length  set  free, 
^  He  turns  his  rein  towards  tranquillity.' 

The  king  said,  'What  view  didst  thou  take  of  the  qualities  and 
character  of  their  king  in  the  battle  and  at  the  social  board  ? '  Kdrshinds 
replied,  *  His  actions  were  based  on  presumption  and  self-conceit,  and  pride 
and  indulgence.  He  neither  possessed  any  share  of  right  reflection  nor  did 
he  distinguish  right  judgment  from  erroneous  projects,  and  all  his  followers 
were  like  him,  save  one  person  who  strongly  urged  my  death.'  The  king 
asked,  *  What  wti.8  the  proof  of  his  understanding  and  wisdom  ? '  Karshinus 
replied,  *  In  that  his  settled  opinion  was  that  I  should  be  slain ;  and  in  truth 
that  opinion  was  combined  with  right  reasoning.  Secondly,  that  he  withheld 
not  his  advice  from  his  master,  though  he  knew  that  he  would  not  hear  him, 
and  in  offering  his  advice,  he  preserved  the  bounds  of  respect.'  The  king  asked, 
*  What  is  the  etiquette  to  be  observed  in  advising  kings? '  Karshinds  answered, 
'  Those  who  address  monarchs  should  speak  with  courtesy  and  himiiLity,  and 
should  incline  from  bluntness  and  roughness  towards  benignity  and  gentleness, 
and  having  shown  the  most  perfect  consideration  for  the  honor  of  their  lord. 
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should  not  exhibit  boldness  and  audacity ;  and  if  in  his  actions  or  words — 
any  fault  is  observable — should  employ  words  of  true  but  kind  admonition,  and 
use  sweet  illustrations  and  fascinating  stories,  and  recount  in  the  midst  of  the 
tale  the  faults  of  others — and  the  vazfr  of  the  king  of  the  owls  possessed  all 
these  qualities,  and  omitted  not  one  particle  in  this  respect ;  and  I  heard 
with  my  own  ears,  that  he  said  to  the  king,  *  Dominion  is  a  lofty  station  and 
eleyated  rank.  One  cannot  by  one's  own  endeavor  set  the  foot  of  desire  on  that 
step,  nor  can  one  reach  that  degree  save  by  the  aid  of  fortune  and  the 
assistance  of  destiny;  and  since  it  is  attainable  only  by  these  fortunate 
coincidences  we  ought  to  hold  it  dear,  and  show  strenuous  exertion  for 
retaining  its  laws  and  preserving  its  customs  by  justice  and  equity. 

QUATRAIN. 

0  thou  !  to  whom  an  empire's  sway  is  giycn, 

AVouldst  thou  be  blest,  eschew  then  tyranny. 
Not  by  a  hundred  swords  are  realms  so  riven, 

As  by,  if  just,  one  injured  victim's  sigh. 

And  now  it  is  more  in  accordance  with  a  right  course  to  avoid  carelessness  in 
action,  and  not  to  look  superciliously  on  measures  of  importance,  since  the  per- 
manence of  a  state  and  the  continuance  of  good-fortune  are  attainable  only  by 
four  things.  By  perfect  caution,  which  beholds  the  face  of  to-morrow  in  the 
mirror  of  to-day ;  and  by  a  universal  fortitude,  against  whose  resolve  weakness 
and  infirmity  make  no  way ;  and  a  right-aiming  judgment,  which  swerves  not 
from  the  path  of  moderation  towards  error ;  and  by  a  keen  sword,  which,  like 
the  world-consuming  lightning,  casts  fire  into  the  stacked  com  of  the  life  of 
its  opponent. 

OOUFLET. 

Ne'er  in  the  garden  of  the  state  will  justice  flourish  green, 
Save  it  be  watered  from  the  fount  of  the  sabre  flashing  keen.' 

He  said  all  this  and  no  one  heeded  his  words,  and  his  advice  was  not 
honored  with  acceptance. 

HBHISTXCH. 

Tin  things  from  right  and  left  all  topsy-turvy  turned. 

Neither  did  they  derive  any  benefit  fix>m  his  wisdom  and  sagacity,  nor  did  he 
himself  escape  from  that  calamity  by  his  own  intelligence  and  ability.  And 
here  the  truth  of  the  subtle  saying,  '  ITiere  is  no  caufuel  to  him  who  is  not 
obeyed,^  was  thoroughly  demonstrated. 

VERSB. 

How  can  his  counsel  advantageous  seem. 

From  whose  persuasions  all  men  turn  away  ? 
A  sage  has  said,    *  The  most  judicious  scheme 

Is  faulty,  if  its  author  none  obey.' 

This  \a  the  story  of  being  cautious  of  the  deceitful  snares  and  treacherous 
frauds  of  an  enemy.      For  although  he  may  be  extremely  humble,  and 


CHAFTGB    IV.      8T0KY    XIV.  369 

abase  himself  much;  nevertheless,  it  is  far  removed  from  the  path  of 
wisdom  to  be  deluded  thereby.  For  a  single  lone  crow,  in  spite  of  his 
weakness  and  feebleness,  in  that  manner  chastised  powerful  and  numerous 
enemies ;  and  this  happened  in  consequence  of  their  weakness  of  mind  and 
poverty  of  understanding.  Otherwise,  had  those  owls  possessed  a  particle 
of  prudence,  that  crow  would  never  have  attained  his  object,  nor  have  seen^ 
even  in  sleep,  the  face  of  that  triumph.  And  it  behoves  a  wise  man  to 
survey  this  history  with  the  eye  of  self-admonition;  and  to  hear  this 
ensample  with  the  ear  of  understanding;  and  to  know  of  a  truth  that  it 
is  not  right  to  place  confidence  in  an  enemy,  nor  to  despise  a  foe,  however 
contemptible  he  may  seem ;  and  however  much  he  may  hear  his  enemy 
boast  of  attachment,  or  perceive  him  adduce  causes  for  the  confirmation  of 
friendship,  not  to  be  elated  thereby. 

BTAMZA. 

Whate'er  his  boasted  friendBhip,  still  the  foe 

Will  ne'er  by  wise  men  be  believed  a  friend. 
The  venom  of  the  snake  is  changeless,  though 

By  casting  off  his  skin  he  seem  to  mend. 

And  there  is  a  second  moral  in  this  story  which  bids  us  to  secure  sincere 
friends  and  loyal  and  attached  companions,  since  that  may  be  regarded  as  the 
most  profitable  of  treasures  and  the  most  advantageous  of  transactions.  For 
the  friendship  of  Kdrshinas  and  his  aid  and  assistance  issued  in  such  results 
to  the  crows,  that  they  arrived  from  the  dangerous  place  of  terror  and  dismay 
at  the  station  of  security  and  peace.  And  if  any  one  show  himself  to  be 
equitable  and  amiable,  know  that  he  may  at  the  same  time  have  zealous 
friends,  and  may  also  pluck  away  the  skirt  of  avoidance  from  perfidious  foes. 
And  thus  he  will  arrive  at  all  he  could  desire  and  at  the  summit  of  his 
wishes,  *  And  Chd  is  the  Lord  of  sueeessfoU  assistance.* 

00I7PLBT. 

With  cordial  friends  in  glad  delights  repose ; 
And  pluck  the  skirt  of  conyerse  from  thy  foes.' 


2  B 
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CHAPTER  V. 

OF  THE  DETRIMENT  OF  GIVING  WAY  TO  NEGLIGENCE,  AND  OF  PEE- 
MITTING  THE  OBJECTS  OF  DESIRE  TO  ESCAPE  FROM  ONE'S 

HANDS. 

urTBOBxrcnoir. 

The  king  said  to  the  Br&hman,  *  Thou  hast  narrated  the  story  of  being 
cautioas  of  the  deceit  of  enemies,  and  not  being  begailed  by  their  words,  and 
of  guarding  oneself  from  the  injury  of  the  hypocrisy  and  fraud  of  foes,  and 
from  the  calamity  of  the  perfidious  and  insidious  schemes  of  enemies  although 
they  should  appear  in  the  guise  of  friends.  My  request  now  is,  that  thou 
wouldest  explain  the  story  of  one  who  exerted  himself  to  gain  a  thing,  and 
after  having  obtained  the  object  of  his  desire,  indulging  in  carelessness,  threw 
away  what  he  had  gained.'  The  Brdhman  opened  the  mouth  of  praise,  and 
recited  from  the  page  of  eulogy  these  panegyrical  verses. 

STANZA. 

'  0  Thou,  anspicioiui-footed  king  of  kiJigs  I 

Heaven's  stan  glad  power  firom  thy  aspect  gain. 
Blest  as  the  spot  waved  o'er  by  Phcenix'  wings, 

Become  the  countries  which  thy  shade  obtain : 
How  of  thy  might  shall  I  the  glorious  things 

Recount  ?  Laud  be  to  thee !  and,  yet  again, 

High  laud !  albeit  thou  art  aboye  our  praises  Tain. 

It  is  not  concealed  from  the  penetrating  mind  of  the  king,  which  is  the 
happy  site  of  infinite  benevolence,  that  it  is  easier  to  acquire  than  to 
preserve  a  thing.  For  many  precious  things  may  be  obtained  through  a 
happy  contingency  and  the  assistance  of  fortune,  and  the  aid  of  destiny ; 
without  the  woe  of  exertion  and  the  pain  of  labor.  The  retention  of  them, 
however,  save  by  clear  counsels  and  proper  measures,  is  impracticable;  and 
whoever  is  destitute  of  the  ornament  of  caution  and  foresight,  and  who  does 
not*  walk  vigorously  in  the  plain  of  good  sense  and  a  regard  for  consequences ; 
what  he  has  acquired  soon  falls  into  the  plain  of  spoliation  and  ruin,  and 
nothing  is  left  in  the  grasp  of  his  option  but  regret  and  contrition.  Just  in  this 
manner  the  friendship  of  one  so  attached  as  the  Monkey,  was  gained  without 
the  trouble  of  labor  and  exertion,  by  the  Tortoise,  and  through  folly  and 
ignorance  was  lost  by  him ;  and  the  wound  of  his  fatuity  and  stupidity  found 
no  healing-plaster.'    The  king  inquired,  *  How  was  that  ? ' 


*  I  can  nuike  no  sense  of  rdjil  hdahad.    It  appears  to  me  that  a  negatiye  is  absolutely 
required,  prefixed  to  the  yerb,  and  I  translate  accormngly,  though  no  MS.8upport8  the  reading. 
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STORY  I. 

The  Bdlhman  said,  '  They  have  related  that  in  one  of  the  islands  of  the 
Indian  Ocean  ^  there  were  many  monkeys,  and  they  had  a  Tfing  whose  name 
was  K&rdan.'  The  foundation  of  his  empire  was  raised  on  much  awe,  and  a 
perfect  administration  of  justice;  and  the  basis  of  his  grandeur  was 
strengthened  by  a  will  which  brooked  no  delay,  and  a  justioe  dealt  out  to  all. 
His  subjects,  through  the  glad  influence  of  his  benefloence,  placed  the  side 
of  happy  repose  on  the  couch  of  security  and  peace,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  that  country  loosed  the  tongue  of  benediction  and  propitiation  in  praise 
of  his  unlimited  liberality. 

OOUPLBT. 

Wrong  he  repressed,  and  aid  to  justice  lent ; 
God  was  well-pleased  and  man  with  him  content. 

He  lived  a  very  long  time  in  happiness  and  prosperity,  and  passed  from  the 
spring  of  youth  to  the  autumn  of  old  age  and  weakness.  Then  the  symptoms 
of  decrepitude  beginning  to  show  themselves  in  his  members,  cheerfulness 
began  to  pack  up  its  marching  equipage  to  leave  his  heart,  and  light  to  quit 
his  eye;  and  the  plant  of  vigor,  which  had  produced  the  fruits  of  desire, 
began,  under  the  Samum  of  debility  and  helplessness,  to  wither,  and  the  lamp 
of  mirth  was  extinguished  by  the  violent  blast  of  calamity  and  trouble,  and 
the  carpet  of  pleasure  was  folded  up  by  the  invasion  of  diseases  and  sufferings. 

YEBSB. 

Seek  not  the  ^igns  of  youth  in  aged  men ; 
For  to  their  source,  streams  ne'er  return  again. 
Age  must  all  passion  from  its  thoughts  remove, 
Since  with  old  age,  expires  the  reign  of  love. 
When  age  lets  fall  its  snow-dust  on  the  head, 
Know  that  all  hope  of  unmixed  joy  is  fled. 

And  the  custom  of  perfidious  fortune  is  no  other  than  this,  that  it  changes  the 
freshness  of  the  rose-garden  of  youth  into  the  dismal  thorn-thicket  of  old  age 
and  makes  turbid  the  sweet  water'  of  wealth  with  the  rubbish  of  the  abasement 
of  poverty.  The  happiness  of  its  day  is  not  separable  from  the  suffering  of  its 
gloomy  night;  and  its  atmosphere,  which  shows  at  first  so  clear,  is  not  without 
the  dust  of  damage  and  injuiy. 

STANZA. 

Life's  joys  with  sorrows  infinite  the  fates  together  weld ; 

Then  not  for  pleasant-tasted  wine  in  fortune's  goblet  seek. 
For  who  the  water-lily  in  the  garden  ere  beheld 

But  saw  the  tulip  spotted  with  the  tear-drops  from  its  cheek  ? 


'  Lit,  *the  green  sea.* 
*  *  Knowing  affairs,'  *  experienced.* 

3  I  haye  no  doubt  a  play  on  words  is  intended  here,  as  'azb  means  '  sweet  water,'  and 
'azalt,  *  water  covered  with  weeds.' 

2  B  2 
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This  old  husband-slaying  beldam,  which  they  call  the  world,  presents 
herself  to  mortals  in  the  apparel  of  a  young  bride,  and  with  her  fleeting 
jewels  and  untrustworthy  ornaments,  brings  the  heart  of  foolish  simpletons 
into  the  snare  of  her  love. 

OOITPLET. 

This  world's  gear  is  but  a  pastime,  to  beguile  poor  infants  fit ; 
Foolish  are  those  simple  mortals  who  are  led  astray  by  it. 

And  notwithstanding  that  she  makes  all  this  outward  adornment  a  means  of 
deceiving  the  victims  of  the  plain  of  supineness,  and  employs  this  false 
stock  of  allurements  for  the  demented  ones  of  the  bdzar  of  appetite  and  lust ; 
yet  none  of  those  who  have  bound  her  with  the  nuptial  knot  have  succeeded  in 
placing  the  hand  of  desire  in  the  bosom  of  their  wish,  and  not  one  of  all  who 
have  brought^  themselves  into  the  net  of  union  with  her  have  for  a  single 
night  reaped  enjoyment  according  to  the  wish  of  their  heart. 

OOITPLET. 

A  tail  bride  is  the  world ;  but  yet,  be  wise ! 
Foi  none  may  wed  this  coy  and  curtained  prize. 

The  puenle  ones  of  the  end  of  the  street,  '  Thia  present  life  is  no  other  than  a 
play,  and  a  vain  amusement,^  ^  lie  in  her  calamitous  net,  and  are  attached  to  her 
bewitching  person,  and  are  ignorant  of  the  foulness  of  her  interior,  and  the 
fedseness  of  her  promises,  and  the  baseness  of  her  nature,  and  the  impurity  of 
her  disposition. 

DISTICH8. 

This  world's  enjoyments,  like  a  serpent's  skin. 
Are  chequered,  soft,  and  yenom-foll  within. 
Rich  men  and  poor,  by  her  delusions  bound, 
Bejoice  like  one  who  dreams  of  treasure  found. 

And  a  wise  man,  the  eyes  of  whose  heart  have  been  enlightened  by  the 
jeweled  collyrium,  '  The  world  is  a  bridge,  pass  over  it,^  hut  do  not  repair  it^* 
gives  no  heed  to  its  fleeting  and  delusive  tales,  nor  sets  his  heart  on  the 
pursuit  of  its  vain  dignities  and  useless  riches,  and  since  he  knows  the 
instability  of  the  world,  and  the  uncertainty  of  its  possessions,  he  turns  his 
face  to  search  for  enduring  happiness. 

COUPLET. 

Plant  thou  a  root  whose  produce  blest,  eternal  joy  shall  be ; 
For  in  Ufe*s  garden  spring  fleets  by,  and  autumn  now  we  see. 


^  My  best  MS.  inserts  khwudrd  before  ddr  dvarad,  which  I  think  a  great  improTement 
on  the  reading  of  the  editions. 

2  Kur  kn,  Fl.  vi.,  32 ;  Mar.  31 ;  Sale,  p.  94,  1.  17.  *  This  present  life  is  no  other  than 
a  play,  and  a  vain  amusement ;  but  surely  the  future  mansion  shall  bo  better  for  those  who 
fear  God :  will  they  not,  therefore,  understand  ?' A  similar  expression  occurs  also  at  Ch.  xlvii, 
38,  Ivii.  19,  ofthe'Kur'&n. 

'  For  the  readin?  of  the  e^tion  fd'atabariihdy  I  would  suggest  fd^iibarkhdy  which  is  the 
reading  of  my  best  MS.,  and  is  evidently  the  correct  one. 
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In  short,  the  rumor  of  the  old  age  and  decrepitude  of  Kardan  being  spread 
abroad,  his  royal  dignity  and  kingly  awe  suffered  vast  diminution ;  and  a 
complete  infraction  and  absolute  weakening  found  way  to  the  pillars  of 
his  princely  majesty,  and  royal  power  and  renown. 

COUPLET. 

Thon  mayst  high  fortunes — such  as  Jamshid's — share, 
Tet  hoary  locks  will  bring  with  them  despair. 

It  happened  that  one  of  the  kinsmen  of  the  king,  a  blooming  youth,  arrived 
there,  on  whose  countenance  were  found  the  tokens  of  happy  fortune;  and  in 
whose  movements  and  attitudes  the  signs  of  auspicious  destiny  were  con- 
spicuous. When  the  nobles  beheld  in  him  suitableness  for  the  rank  of  king, 
and  merit  deserving  the  high  office  of  ruler;  and  observed  his  vigor  in 
promoting  a  rigid  administration  of  justice,  and  in  repressing  tyranny,  and  in 
perfectly  arranging  the  course  of  indulgence  and  protection  of  the  people, 

HEMISTICH. 

Thou,  whose  cheek  bears  the  stamp  of  kingly  sway ! 

they  suffered  his  Mendship  to  take  a  firm  hold  of  their  minds,  and  having 
brought  their  hearts  into  the'  bond  of  obedience  and  devotion  to  him,  they  said 
to  one  another, 

VEB8B. 

'  When  garden-wards  mom's  breath  begins  to  blow, 

'Tis  fitting  that  the  young  trees  bow  to  it 
When  the  musk-wiUow  blooms,  'tis  spring,  although 

Their  withered  leaves  the  old  trees'  boughs  then  quit. 

This  blooming  youth,  the  plant  of  whose  existence  has  obtained  its  growth  on 
the  margin  of  the  rivulet  of  courtesy,  possesses  all  the  qualifications^  to  make 
the  garden  of  the  kingdom,  through  his  means,  full  of  foHage  and  fruit. 

HEMISTICH. 

Behold  this  cypress,  proudly  stepping,  make  a  garden  of  the  world ! ' 

And  he,  too,  getting  round  the  soldiery  with  caresses,  and  the  people  with 
conciliatory  demeanor,  presented  each  with  a  dress  of  honor  suitable  to  his 
rank,  and  gratified  them  with  the  glad  announcement  of  his  munificent 
intentions,  and  with  promises  of  land,  and  the  good  tidings  of  office  and 
promotion;  so  that  by  a  simultaneous  movement  of  high  and  low  they 
removed  the  broken-down  old  king  from  his  office,  and  without  a  struggle  or 
difficulty  committed  the  reins  of  authority  over  the  kingdom  to  the  grasp  of 
the  sway  of  the  young  man. 

COUPLET. 

On  earth  the  throne  with  joy  at  this  wide  spread, 
And  o'er  the  sky  the  crown  upraised  its  head. 


1  One  MS.  reads  here  adzad  fur  the  adsand  of  the  edition,  and  I  should  much  prefer  the 
former  reading,  if  the  awkward  and  unnecessary  bi-daulat-i  it  could  be  got  rid  of. 
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The  hapless  Eirddn,  when  he  was  stripped  of  the  robe  of  royalty,  not  being 
able  to  endure  that  indignity,  made  choice,  through  hard  necessity,  of 
expatriation ;  and  withdrawing  himself  to  the  sea-shore  took  up  his  abode 
in  an  islet  which  possessed  abundance  of  trees  and  much  fruit,  and  contenting 
himself  with  the  fresh  and  dry  fruits  which  were  to  be  found  in  that 
wilderness,  consoled  himself,  saying, 

RSIOBTIOH. 

*  With  water  and  dry  food  content,  I'm  monarch  of  the  sea  and  land.' 

In  this  manner  in  that  wild  spot,  adopting  the  character  of  resignation,  he 
traversed  with  the  step  of  abstemiousness  the  paths  of  worship  and  devotion ; 
and  night  and  day  employed  himself  in  making  up  for  the  time  he  had  spent 
in  the  intoxication  of  sovereign  power;  and  prepared,  by  penitence  and 
contrition,  provision  for  the  road  to  a  friture  state,  and  made  ready  with  daily 
offerings  of  words  and  homage  to  God,  a  stock  for  his  final  journey ;  and 
rubbed  off  with  the  aid  of  the  dawning  light  of  old  age  the  dimness  which  is 
imparted  to  the  mirror  of  the  breast  by  the  darknefw  of  the  night  of  youth. 

COUPLET. 

Age  dawns  at  last ;  for  one  short  breath,  arise,  and  off  thy  sliunbers  shake ! 
At  morning-time  it  is  not  well  to  slumber  on — ^Awake !  awake ! 

One  day  having  ascended  a  ^  tree,  in  which  he  passed  most  of  his  time, 
he  was  gathering  figs.  Suddenly  one  of  them  slipped  from  his  paw  and  fell 
into  the  water,  and  the  noise  it  made  reaching  the  ear  of  the  Monkey-king 
his  frame  thrilled  with  pleasure,  and  delight  pervaded  him.^  Every  minute, 
to  gratify  himself  in  that  way,  he  kept  on  throwing  another  into  the  water, 
and  amused  himself  with  the  sound.  It  happened  that  a  Tortoise  had  come 
on  his  travels  from  the  other  side  of  the  water  to  that  island,  and  stopping 
under  that  tree,  was  wishing  to  repose  there  for  a  day  or  two,  and  afterwards 
return  to  his  wife  and  family.  In  short,  at  that  very  time  when  the  Monkey 
was  eating  the  figs,  the  Tortoise  was  in  the  water  under  the  tree.  Every 
time  that  a  fig  dropped  into  the  water  he  devoured  it  with  the  greatest 
avidity,  and  fimcied  that  the  Monkey  was  throwing  it  in  for  him,  and  that  he 
thought  fit  to  shew  this  winning  behaviour  and  kindness  for  his  sake.  Where- 
upon he  reflected  thus,  'Here  is  a  person  who,  without  previous  acquaintance, 
shews  this  beneficence  towards  me.  Now,  if  the  link  of  friendship  and  the 
bond  of  amity  should  be  established  between  us,  it  is  evident  what  a  vast 
amount  of  &vor  and  kindness  would  be  manifested  by  him.  And  putting  aside  ^ 
worldly  advantages,  the  companionship  of  such  a  person,  in  whose  nature 
such  virtues  and  admirable  qualities  are  bound  up,  and  on  the  pages  of  whose 
condition  the  pen  of  grace  has  written  the  verse  of  generosity  and  liberality, 


^  Observe  the  expression,  kattf-i  nazar,  which  is  here  used  adyerbially. 
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is  one  of  the  invaluable  prizes  of  fortune.  And  assuredly,  with  the  furbisher 
of  his  society,  the  dust  of  ennui  may  be  effiu^d  from  the  mirror  of  the  heart ; 
and  by  the  light  of  his  presence,  the  shades  of  disaster  may  be  removed  from 
the  atmosphere  of  the  bosom. 

OOUPLBT. 

When  the  heart*  s  royal  mirror  ^  dim  I  find, 
I  ask  from  God  a  friend  of  serene  mind. 

He  then  resolved  on  seeking  the  society  of  the  Monkey ;  and,  raising  his 
voice,  offered  the  customary  salutations,  as  is  prescribed.  'Next  he  repre- 
sented the  wishes  he  had  formed  for  his  friendship  and  companionship.  The 
Monkey  returned  a  favorable  answer,  and  evinced  the  utmost  rapture  and 
the  strongest  inclination  for  his  society,  saying,  '  To  shew  an  eagerness  for 
amicable  intercourse  with  comrades,  and  to  seek  strenuously  to  increase  the 
number  of  our  friends,  is  a  praiseworthy  quality  and  an  amiable  attribute ; 
and  whoever  has  a  real  friend  and  a  pious  brother  derives  exaltation  and 
success  in  both  worlds. 


They  who  the  friendship  of  the  pious  share, 
Haye  what  in  hoth  worlds  will  them  Instre  lend. 

Not  few  are  this  world's  blessings — true !  but  where 
Can  one  be  found,  so  precious  as  a  fiiend ! ' 

The  Tortoise  said,  'I  aim  at  thy  friendship  and  companionship,  but  I 
know  not  if  I  possess  the  requisite  fitness  for  it.'  The  Monkey  said,  '  The 
wise  have  fumnhed  scales  for  trying  friendship,  and  have  pronounced  that 
although  it  is  bad  to  be  friendless  altogether,  yet  it  is  not  every  one  who  is 
suited  to  be  a  friend ;  and  friendship  ought  to  be  formed  with  one  of  three  kinds 
of  persons.  The  first  kind  consists  of  men  of  learning  and  devotion,  since,  by 
the  blessing  of  their  society,  happiness  may  be  obtained  in  this  world  and  the 
next  Secondly,  people  of  amiable  qualities,  who  will  conceal  the  errors  of 
a  friend,  and  will  not  withhold  their  advice  from  a  comrade.  Thirdly,  such 
people  as  are  devoid  of  selfishness  and  greediness,  and  who  base  their  friend- 
ship on  sincerity  and  true  attachment.  And  it  is  a  divine  precept  to  shun 
the  friendship  of  three  classes.  The  first  is  the  profligate  and  debauched, 
whose  energies  are  expended  in  gratifying  their  carnal  appetites,  and  whose 
companionship  is  neither  a  cause  of  happiness  in  this  world,  nor  a  means  of 
obtaining  mercy  in  the  next.  The  second  class  is  the  false  and  traitorous, 
whose  society  is  an  excruciating  torment,  and  whose  converse  is  a  huge 
misfortune.  They  will  be  ever  speaking  untruths  of  thee  to  others,  and  will 
bring  from  others  to  thee  alarming  and  mischievous  messages  contrary  to  the 
truth.     The  third  class  is  the  fatuous  and  imbecile,  in  whom  no  confidence 


^  Lit.  *  The  heart,  that  is  a  royal  mirror,  has  dust ;  I  ask  of  God  the  society  of  the 
dear-minded.' 


376  ANVAR-I   SUHAILI  ;     OB,   THE  LIGHTS  OF  OANOPUS. 

can  be  placed  for  securing  advantage  and  in  repelling  injuries ;  and  it  often 
liappens  that  what  they  have  thought  to  be  essentially  good  and  advantageous, 
is  absolutely  bad  and  injurious. 

COUFLBT. 

How  from  his  friendship  canst  thou  aid  obtain, 
Who  knows  not  good  from  ill,  nor  loss  from  gain  ? 

And  the  apophthegm  which  they  have  uttered  on  this  subject,  viz.,  that '  A 
wise  enemy  is  better  than  an  ignorant  friend,'  may  signify  that  when  a  foe 
is  adorned  with  the  ornament  of  good  sense ;  he,  being  invested  with  fore- 
sight, does  not  inflict  a  wound  till  he  sees  a  fitting  opportunity ;  and  hence, 
by  observing  in  his  movements  and  posture,  the  symptoms  of  revenge,  it  is 
possible  to  guard  oneself  against  him.  But  a  Mend  who  is  destitute  of  any 
share  of  the  riches  of  wisdom,  although  he  may  attempt  to  make  himself 
useM  in  deliberating  on  the  measures  advisable  to  be  adopted,  will  render 
no  service.  And  it  is  probable  that  the  person  he  attempts  to  befriend  will 
be  caught  in  some  dangerous  strait  through  his  defective  judgment  and 
mistaken  opinions.  Just  as,  from  the  Monkey  that  stood  sentinel,  it  almost 
happened  that  the  vessel  of  the  life  of  the  king  of  Kashmir  fell  into  the 
whirlpool  of  destruction ;  and  if  the  Thief,  who  was  a  wise  enemy,  had  not 
cried  out,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  that  affair  to  have  been  remedied.' 
The  Tortoise  inquired,  *  How  was  that  ? ' 

STOKY  II.  # 

Kdrdan  said,  *■  1  have  heard  that  in  the  country  of  Kashmir  there  was  a 
great  king,  who  possessed  such  a  treasure  that  it  was  too  heavy  even  for 
mighty  mountains  to  support,  and  such  an  army  that  the  thought  of  reckoning 
its  numbers  never  entered  the  idea  of  the  intellect  which  observes  the  slightest 
minutise.  He  had  set  up  the  banners  of  empire  and  success  on  the  dome  of 
the  azure  sky,  and  had  inscribed  the  verses  of  his  justice  and  benevolence  to 
his  subjects  on  the  page  of  the  revolutions  of  night  and  day. 

VERSE. 

The  world  obeyed  hb  all-perrading  law, 

And  kings  his  threshold,  stooping,  kissed  with  awe. 

To  justice  he,  and  faith,  their  basis  gaye. 

And  teeming  realms  through  him  new  nations  have. 

And  this  king  had  a  Monkey  upon  whom  he  used  to  place  reliance  in  perilous 
circumstances,  and  there  was  no  point  of  royal  bounty  which  he  failed  to 
observe  in  rearing  him.  From  the  excessive  attachment  with  which  the 
Monkey  was  indued,  he  was  distinguished  by  the  king's  special  favor. 
Every  night  he  held  in  his  hand  a  dagger,  brilliant  as  a  drop  of  water,  and 
kept  guard  at  the  pillow  of  the  king,  nor  did  he  let  slip  from  his  hand  the 
clew  of  that  ser\'ice,  until  the  tumult  of  the  rise  of  the  true  mom  roused  irom 
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the  bed  of  sloth  the  careless  slumberers  on  the  couch  of  pride.*  It  so  happened 
that  a  clever  thief  firom  a  distant  city  came  into  that  country,  and  one  night 
determined  that  he  would  shew  his  skill  and  get  some  booty.  Putting  on  the 
dress  that  sharpers  wear,  he  traversed  the  streets  accordingly.  With  tha 
same  intentions,  another  thief,  who  knew  but  little  and  was  inexperienced,  had 
come  forth.  Owing  to  their  homogeneousness  they  joined  each  other,  and  he 
that  was  the  foreigner  asked,  by  way  of  taking  advice,  '  To  which  quarter 
should  I  go?  and  whose  house  should  I  undermine?''  The  unwise  thief 
ropHed,  '  In  the  stable  of  the  Ea'is '  of  the  city  there  is  a  fat  and  fleet  ass, 
and  he  values  him  exceedingly,  so  that  to  keep  him  safe  he  has  put  a  strong 
chain  on  his  fore  and  hind  legs,  and  has  set  two  slaves  over  him.  Our 
advisable  course  is  to  go  first  and  steal  that  ass,  and  at  the  comer  of  the 
market-place  of  the  city  there  is  the  shop  of  a  glass-blower,  into  which  we 
will  break,  and  bringing  out  new  and  valuable  glasses  will  lade  them  on 
that  ass,  and  come  back  with  our  wishes  accomplished.'  The  clever  thief 
stood  amazed  at  his  words,  and  was  about  to  cross  question  him  well  about 
the  matter,  when  all  of  a  sudden,  the  night-patrol  made  his  appearance.  The 
clever  thief  dexterously  concealed  himself  behind  a  wall,  and  the  fool  was 
taken.  The  watch  asked  him.  '  Where  wast  thou  going  ? '  He  replied,  I 
am  a  thief,  and  my  intention  was  to  steal  the  ass  of  the  Ra'is,  and  break  into 
the  shop  of  a  glass-blower,  take  his  glasses,  and  carry  them  off  home.'  The 
patrol  laughed  and  said,  '  Bravo !  this  is  the  sort  of  thief  we  want,  who  for  an 
ass  that  is  so  wfiftched  puts  his  life  in  the  balista  of  calamity,  and  who  thrusts 
himseK  into  danger  for  glasses,  ten  of  which  they  sell  for  a  dang.* 

HEMISTICH. 

Thou  didst  not  buy  thy  life  for  money,  hence  thou  dost  not  know  its  worth. 

If  thou  wert  to  undertake  such  perils  for  the  treasures  of  the  king,  then 
indeed  reason  would  hold  thee  excused. 

HEMISTICH. 

Let  him,  who  bears  the  burden,  carry  off  the  guerdon  ^  too.' 

With  these  words  he  tied  his  hands  and  dragged  him  away  to  prison.  The 
clever  thief  thus  received  a  warning  frem  the  intellect  of  the  foolish  one, 
and  deriving  some  experience  too  from  what  the  patrol  said,  soliloquized  as 
follows, '  This  thief  was  an  ignorant  friend  to  me,  and  the  patrol  was  a  wise 
enemy,  and  that  friend  by  his  folly  was  plunging  me  into  the  vortex  of 

*  Or  it  may  be,  gharur,  *  the  world.* 

'  Oriental  thieves  eiUer  houses  by  mining  under  the  waUs  which  are  generally  built  with 
little  or  no  foundation. 

3  The  Ra'is  is  the  chief  citizen,  a  sort  of  alderman. 

^  A  small  silver  coin. 

^  In  every  case  where,  as  in  this  line,  there  is  a  jingle  of  words  like  'burden'  and 
*  Buerdon,'  let  the  reader  remember  it  represents  a  similar  effect  in  Persian ;  and  has  been 
onen  arrived  at  with  considerable  trouble. 
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destniction,  and  but  for  this  wise  enemy,  the  affair  would  hare  passed  beyond 
my  control,  and  ended  in  my  being  put  to  death.  Now,  just  as  the  patrol 
said,  it  behoyes  me  to  make  for  the  treasury  of  the  king.  Perhaps  my  main 
object  and  my  fullest  wishes  may  then  be  gained  '  He  then  went  very  softly 
under  the  palace  of  the  king,  and  began  to  make  a  mine,  and  the  livelong 
night,  in  his  covetous  desire  for  gold  went  on  cutting  through  the  stone  with 
his  steel  instrument. 

00X7PLBT. 

So  on  the  stones  his  massiye  crowbar  rang, 
That  fire  and  water '  both  at  once  outsprang. 

As  yet  the  sharper  that  travels  by  night,  the  sun,  had  not  completed  boring  a 
passage  beneath  the  wall  of  the  horizon,  when  the  thief  s  mine  was  finished 
and  he  emerged  at  the  spot  where  was  the  bedchamber  of  the  king.  There 
he  beheld  the  monarch  sleeping  on  a  golden  throne,  and  a  variety  of  costly 
^imiture  around  the  royal  piUow,  and  divers  sorts  of  gems  scattered  over  the 
borders  of  the  imperial  carpets.  Wax  candles,  white  as  camphor^  were  lighted 
up  like  the  countenances  of  wealthy  men  of  rank,  and  were  consuming  the  poor 
moth,  as  the  hearts  of  fasting  darveshes  is  consumed  by  the  flame  of  despair. 

00X7FLBT. 

Betwixt  me  and  the  moth  this  difference  see,  the  flame  boms  both,  '  tis  true ; 
But,  while  its  wings  alone  are  scorched,  I  lose  my  heart  and  spirit  too. 

The  thief  looked  about  him  and  beheld  the  monkey  with  a  poniard  in  his 
hand,  standing  at  the  king's  pillow  and  casting  vigilant  glances  to  the  left 
and  right.  The  thief  was  astounded  at  this  sight  and  said,  '  How  has  a 
contemptible  creature  such  as  this,  to  whom  it  would  be  too  much  honor  to 
climb  up  a  lamp-post,  set  his  foot  on  the  carpet  of  the  prince  ?  and  whence 
has  a  sharp  sword,  with  which  is  bound  up  the  stability  of  the  realm  and 
nation,  fallen  into  the  hands  of  one  so  unstable  ? '  The  thief,  immersed  in 
the  ocean  of  these  meditations,  and  overwhelmed  in  the  vortex  of  these 
cogitations,  was  looking  on,  when,  on  a  sudden,  some  ants  fell  from  the 
ceiling  of  the  apartment  upon  the  breast  of  the  king,  which  was  the  mirror 
that  adorned  the  world,  and  began  to  crawl  about,  and  the  irritation  of  this, 
affected  the  heart  of  the  king.  The  monarch,  his  slumber  unbroken,  yet 
sensible  of  the  tickling  of  the  ants,  smote  his  hand  upon  his  bosom,  and  the 
Monkey  ran  to  that  side  and  perceived  the  ants  that  were  crawling  on  the 
king's  chest.  The  fire  of  wrath  was  kindled  in  his  breast,  and  he  exclaimed, 
'  Whence  comes  it  that  in  spite  of  a  guardian  such  as  I  am,  the  star  of  whose 
eye,  like  the  rolling  planets,  has  never,  any  night,  behead  the  face  of  sleep, 


*  The  word  db  signifies  not  only  *  water,*  but  also  *  the  polish  of  steel.*  Perhaps  therefore  this 
strange  expression  means  that  the  steel  was  polished  by  collision  with  the  stone  and  sparks 
of  fire  struck  out.  Or,  the  db  may  refer  to  the  perspiration  of  the  man,  and  the  dtiah  to  the 
sparks  struck  out  from  the  stone. 

'  Or,  *  perfumed  with  camphor,'  according  to  some. 


CHAFTEB  T.      STOBY  n.  379 

these  duaky  ants  have  the  audacity  to  set  foot  on  the  breast  of  my  lord  ? ' 
Then  stunnlated  by  his  ignorant  zeal,  and  enraged  at  the  ants/  he  drew  his 
dagger,  that  he  might  make  a  blow  at  the  king's  breast  and  slay  the  insects. 
The  thief  gave  a  shont^  calling  out,  'Bash  churl!  hold  thy  hand  or  thou 
wilt  overturn  a  world  from  its  foimdation.'  With  these  words  he  leaped 
forward  and  tightly  grasped  the  monkey's  hand  which  held  the  dagger. 
The  king  was  roused  from  his  slumbers  by  the  shout  Of  the  thief,  and 
beholding  this  posture  of.  affairs,  asked  the  thief  who  he  was  ?  The  latter 
replied,  '  I  am  thy  wise  enemy,  who  had  come  hither  in  quest  of  thy  wealth 
and  the  attainment  of  my  own  ends.  And  had  I  paused  for  a  moment  in 
defending  thee,  this  kind  ally  and  attached  friend  would  have  saturated  thy 
chamber  with  gore.'  When  the  king  had  learnt  the  state  of  the  case,  he 
prostrated  himself  in  gratitude  for  his  escape,  and  said,  '  Aye,  truly !  when 
infinite  grace  befriends  us,  the  thief  becomes  the  guardian  and  the  foe  a 
friend ! '  He  then  rewarded  the  thief  and  admitted  him  among  his  favorites, 
and  having  chained  the  monkey,  sent  him  to  the  stable.  Thus  a  thief,  who 
in  hope  of  a  treasure,  girt  up  his  waist  for  a  night  enterprise,  and  made  a 
breach  in  the  wall  of  the  treasury,  inasmuch  as  he  was  robed  in  the  vest  of 
wisdom,  had  the  crown  of  fortune  placed  upon  his  head ;  while  a  monkey 
who  thought  himself  the  friend  and  confidant  of  the  secrets  of  the  king,  in 
that  the  thorn  of  ignorance  adhered  to  his  skirt,  was  stripped  of  the  apparel 
of  honor. 

YXB8B. 

Wise  foes  though  deadly  evils  they  may  be, 

Excel  friends  who  are  ignorant. 
What  the  fool  does  is  all  calamity,     ' 

And  all  his  usefulness  is  scant 

And  the  moral  of  this  story  is,  that  it  behoves  a  wise  man  to  pave  the 
way  to  friendship  with  the  wise  and  to  flee  for  leagues  from  the  society  of 
ignorant  friends. 

YXB8B. 

Flee  not  a  prison  with  friends  to  thy  mind, 

But  those  unsuited  e'en  in  gardens  shun ; 
Thou  wilt  a  prudent  foeman  better  find, 

Than  with  a  fatuous  comrade  to  be  one.' 

When  the  Tortoise  had  heard  this  story,  which  comprised  much  usefril 
instruction,  he  said,  '  0  ocean  of  wisdom !  thou  hast  adorned  with  the 
princely  gem  of  knowledge  the  ear  of  my  heart.  Now  be  pleased  to  recount 
how  many  kinds  ef  friends  there  are.'  Kardan  said,  /The  wise  have 
pronounced  that  of  people  who  pretend  to  be  friends,  there  are  three  sorts. 
The  one  kind  are  like  food,  since  their  presence  is  indispensable,  and  without 

^  Headings  differ  here  very  considerably,  but  I  think  that  of  the  editions  as  good  as  any. 
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the  survey  of  the  brilliance  of  their  beauty  the  taper  of  social  intercourse 
gives  no  light. 

COUPLET. 

A  friend's  face  is  the  lamp  that  ^ds  the  mansion  of  the  heart, 
'Tis  this  alone  that  does  to  it  its  usefulness  impart. 

And  another  class  resemble  medicine,  being  such  as  are  occasionally  required ; 
while  a  third  sort  are  like  pain,  as  being  of  no  use  at  any  time.  And  these  last 
are  the  hypocrites  and  impostors,  who  have  a  face  and  a  tongue  for  thee, 
and  who  yet  do  not  quit  the  path  of  agreement  with  thy  enemies. 

VSBSE. 

Before  thee,  they  are  kindlier  than  light, 

And  yet  behind,  than  shadows  falser  far : 
Warm — ^but  in  inward  feeling  frigid  quite ; 

Quick — but  at  heart  they  dead  and  lifeless  are.^ 

Wherefore  it  behoves  a  wise  man  to  shun  this  kind  of  enemies  with 
Mendly  faces,  and  to  flee  for  refuge  to  sincere  Mends  and  cordial 
companions. 

HEMISTICH. 

Break  from  thy  foe  and  lay  hands  on  a  friend.' 
The  Tortoise  said,  *  "What  procedure  is  one  to  adopt  in  order  to  fulfil  all  the 
requirements  of  friendship  ? '  The  Monkey  answered,  '  Those  who  are  adorned 
with  six  qualities,  there  are  no  short-comings  in  their  friendship.  The  first 
is  he,  who,  when  he  discovers  a  fault,  does  not  try  to  divulge  it.  The  second  is, 
he  who,  if  he  becomes  acquainted  with  a  virtue,  magnifies  it  tenfold.  The 
third  is  he  who,  if  he  does  thee  a  favor,  does  not  always  bear  it  in  mind. 
The  fourth  is  he  who,  if  he  receives  a  benefit  from  thee,  does  not  forget  it. 
The  fifth  is  he  who,  if  he  sees  thee  commit  a  fault,  does  not  twit  thee  with 
it.  The  sixth  is  he  who,  if  thou  excusest  thyself,  accepts  the  excuse.  And 
whosoever  is  not  indued  with  these  qualities,  is  totally  unfit  for  friendship ; 
and  if  thou  choosest  to  become  his  friend,  repentance  will  come  at  last.  And 
most  people  are  devoid  of  these  qualities,  and  consequently  a  true  friend 
is  like  the  philosopher's  stone ;  and  attachment  without  a  flaw,  resembles  the 
'Ajika,  whose  flight  is  towards  the  nest  of  non-existence. 

QUATRAIN. 

He  that  can  not  the  lines  of  friendship  trace, 

With  him  in  unison  thou  canst  not  tread : 
The  glass  alone  displays  a  friendly  facc,^ 

Of  what  avail,  since  with  a  breath  'tis  fled  ^ ' 


*  I  have  freely  rendered  these  very  difficult  lines,  about  the  real  jneaning  of  which  I  am 
in  some  doubt.  The  last  two  lines  are,  perhaps,  literally ;  *  Warm,  but  more  melancholy 
than  the  liver :  Alive,  but  more  dead  than  the  heart  itself.'  But  the  az  dil  may  signify 
'  at  heart,'  as  I  have  translated  it. 

'  This  line  means,  either  that  a  mirror  is  the  only  unsullied  surface ;  all  human  breasts 
are  stained  with  some  selfish  or  evil  quality :  or,  that  a  mirror  shews  a  true  friend,  even 
oneself ;  yet  this  image  vanishes  if  one  breathe  on  it. 
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When  the  conversation  had  proceeded  thus  far,  the  Tortoise  said,  *■  I  opine 
that  I  shall  plant  my  foot  firmly  in  Mendship,  and  not  omit  a  single  particle 
of  the  rites  of  companionship.  If,  then,  thou  wilt  honor  me  with  the 
exaltation  of  thy  Mendship,  and  place  on  the  neck  of  my  heart  the  chain  of 
obligation,  which  will  abide  till  the  resurrection,  it  .will  not  be  alien  to  thy 
beneficent  character.'  The  Monkey,  with  courteous  demeanour,  descended 
from  the  tree,  and  the  Tortoise  likewise  stepped  eut  of  the  water  under  the 
tree,  and  they  embraced  one  another,  and  pledged  themselves  to  brotherhood. 
Thus  both  the  horror  of  his  solitary  life  was  removed  from  the  heart  of  the 
Monkey,  and  the  Tortoise,  too,  was  succored  by  his  amity.  Every  day 
the  plant  of  unity  sprouted  more  abundantly  between  them,  and  the  garden 
of  companionship  and  attachment  gained  an  increase  of  adornment  and 
freshness. '  So  that  the  Monkey  forgot  his  kingdom  and  sovereignty,  and  the 
Tortoise,  too,  failed  to  remember  his  family  and  home. 

COUPLBT. 

Our  firiend  is  with  ns,  wherefore,  then,  should  we  yet  seek  more  joy  than  this  ? 
The  treasure  of  his  conyerse  is  to  our  fond  hearts  sufficient  bliss. 

A  long  time  passed  thus,  and  the  period  of  the  absence  of  the  Tortoise  was 
protracted.  His  partner  became  anxious,  and  intense  anxiety  and  boundless 
solicitude  found  way  to  her,  and  life-consimiing  separation  burnt  up  her 
heart  with  the  fire  of  regret. 

COUPLET. 

Absence  is  such  a  wound,  that  with  it  were  a  mountain's  bosom  scarred. 
It  would  smite  stones  upon  its  breast,  and  raise  an  outcry  heavenwaid. 

At  length  she  introduced  the  subject  of  her  regret  for  the  absence  of  her 
spouse,  and  the  tale  of  her  love,  to  one  of  her  own  race. 

STANZA. 

'  My  friend  is  gone,  but  yet  my  heart  the  longing  for  his  face  retains : 
Like  the  sad  cypress  hence  my  foot  down-sunken  in  the  clay  is  left. 

I  with  his  beauty  wished  to  soothe  the  growing  torture  of  my  pains, 
He  hid  his  face,  and  as  before  the  story  of  my  grief  is  left. 

I  know  not  in  what  quarter  my  poor  spouse  has  been  stayed  in  the  mire,  or 
in  what  slough  the  foot  of  his  heart  has  sunk  down.  Would  that  by  the 
rising  of  the  moon  of  his  return  the  gloom  of  the  evening  of  separation 
were  dispersed !  and  that  by  the  manifestation  of  the  display  of  his  beauty, 
the  love-thoughts,  which  tend  to  madness,  were  banished ! 

COUPLST. 

How  blest  were  I,  did  that  fair  rose  return  once  more  to  the  parterre ! 
This  soul,  which  has  the  body  left,  if  it  again  were  harbored  there ! ' 

When  her  companion  beheld  all  this  distress  of  mind,  she  said,  '  0  sister ! 
if  thou  wilt  not  take  it  ill,  or  suspect  mc  of  evil  motives,  I  will  acquaint  thee 
with  his  condition.'     The  wife  of  the  Tortoise  replied,   *  Kind  friend,  and 


i 
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confidante  of  my  hidden  secrets !  how  can  I  possibly  suspect  thy  words,  (m: 
think  they  proceed  ftom  interested  motives?  and  how  could  I  meet  thy 
advice  with  evil  surmisings  and  opposition?  and  it  is  long  since  I  have 
tested  the  coin  of  thy  Mendiahip  on  the  touchstone  of  trial,  and  found  it 
unalloyed. 

HEMISTICH. 

I  know  thy  words  are  trae,  without  a  doubt/ 

The  Mend  rejoined,  '  I  have  heard  that  thy  husband  has  happened  to  form 
a  Mendship  and  good  imderstanding  with  a  monkey,  and  dedicating  his 
heart  and  soul  to  his  amity,  regards  his  society  as  surpassing  all  other 
blessings,  and  intercourse  with  him  as  superior  to  all  other  delights;  and 
allays  with  the  water  of  his  proximity  the  fire  of  regret  for  separation  £x)m 
thee,  and  solaces  his  time  with  the  beauty  of  this  friend  in  exchange,  for  thy 
image/  When  the  female  tortoise  heard  these  words,  the  fire  of  jealousy 
spread  through  her  brain,  and  she  exclaimed, 

OOVFLET. 

*  Blood  is  the  ocean  of  my  heart,  for  he  by  others  is  caressed ; 
And  while  my  lap  is  filled  with  tean,  he  in  another's  lap  is  hlessed. 

0  cruel  fortune !  thou  hast  given  to  the  wind  of  dispersion  the  harvest  of  my 
peace  of  mind,  and  hast  destroyed,  with  the  scorching  blast  of  sorrow,  the 
field  of  my  hopes.  Thou  hast  made  the  Mend,  who  was  the  companion  of 
my  sad  heart,  the  associate  of  others,  and  hast  thrown  into  their  embrace  the 
beloved  one,  with  joy  at  whose  sight  I  used  to  depict  on  the  carpet  of  pleasure 
the  painting  of  my  wish.  And  thou  wouldest  imagine  that  the  faithless  one 
had  never  read  fix>m  the  page  of  association  the  writing  of  love,  and  wouldest 
say  that  that  apparent  stranger  had  never  in  his  whole  life  inhaled  from  the 
garden  of  Mendship  the  scent  of  attachment. 

COUPLBT. 

That  firoward  one,  who  nothing  prized  the  value  of  a  wretch  like  me, 
Is  now  estranged,  nor  sees  in  what  his  better,  happier  course  would  be.' 

Her  Mend  rejoined^  '  Now  what  was  to  be,  has  been ;  it  is  useless  to  indulge 
in  vain  regrets.  A  plan  must  be  devised  which  shall  comprise  the  restoration 
of  thy  tranquillity.'  They  then  busied  themselves  with  perusing  the  book 
of  artifices,  an  account  of  the  measures  of  which  is  rendered  by  the  verse 
'  9urely  yowr  cunning  is  great/  ^  and  find  no  plan  better  than  the  destruction 
of  the  Monkey.  They  therefore  schemed  how  to  contrive  this;  and  the 
spouse  of  the  tortoise,  at  the  suggestion  of  her  intimate  Mend,  feigned 
herself  sick,  and  sent  one  to  the  Tortoise  with  this  message. 


1  Kur'&n,  Fl.  xii.  28;  Mar.  29;  Sale,  p,  176, 1.  22:  <  And  when  her  husband  saw  that 
his  garment  was  torn  behind,  he  said,  This  is  a  cunning  eontriyance  of  your  sex :  for  surely 
your  cunning  is  great.  0  Joseph,  take  no  further  notice  of  this  affair:  and  thou,  0 
woman !  ask  pardon  for  thy  crime ;  for  thou  art  a  guilty  person.' 
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COUPLBT. 

'  For  me,  sick,  yet  to  ask  lias  he  the  will  ? 
Bid  him  come  quickly,  for  I'm  breathing  stilL' 

The  Tortoise,  having  received  the  intelligence  of  the  indisposition  and 
sickness  of  his  spouse,  asked  permission  of  the  Monkey  to  go  home,  and 
renew  the  duty  of  visiting  his  wife  and  children.  The  Monkey  said, 
'  0  friend,  partner  of  my  cares !  thou  must  with  all  possible  speed  favor 
me  again  with  thy  society,  and  not  leave  poor  me  in  this  retired  solitude 
alone  and  friendless;  and,  indeed,  the  grief  of  being  parted  from  thee  will 
not  leave  me  alone,  nor  will  the  pain  of  separation  suffer  me  to  be  without 
a  companion. 

COUPLET. 

No  friend  for  many  a  lonely  night  have  I,  but  only  grief  for  thee : 
Alas !  for  him  to  whom  no  Mend  but  sorrow  yields  kind  sympathy,* 

The  Tortoise  replied,  *  "Kind  friend  and  solace  of  my  soul!  a  necessary 
journey  has  befallen  me,  and  an  event  has  occurred  which  leaves  me 
without  option ;  otherwise,  I  should  never  of  my  free  and  willing  choice 
remove  myself  from  thy  society,  nor  would  I  be  absent  for  a  single  moment 
frt>m  attending  on  thee  by  my  own  desire. 

OOVPLKT. 

Yes !  were  it  not  that  I  from  thee  must  go,  I'd  leave  thee  never. 
No  thing  that  lives  could  wish  its  frame  should  from  its  spirit  sever.' 

Then,  willing  or  not,  he  bade  farewell  to  the  Monkey,  and  turned  his  face 
homeward;  and,  when  the  familiar  fatherland  was  honored  and  adorned 
with  the  step  of  the  Tortoise,  friends  and  kinsfolk  came  round  and  raised 
their  shouts  of  welcome  to  the  star  'Ayyuk^;  and  the  Tortoise,  with  a 
party  of  his  intimate  friends,  entered  his  abode.  He  beheld  his  wife 
stretched  on  the  bed  of  death ;  and  on  the  garden  of  her  cheek,  instead  of 
a  nosegay  of  the  red  Arghawan-flowers,  the  yellow  rose  expanding. 

HEMISTICH. 

From  grief,  a  reed ;  from  weeping,  like  a  hair.  ^ 

Although  he  laid  before  her  the  offering  of  salutation,  he  was  not  honored 
with  the  boon  of  reciprocation ;  and  however  much  he  paved  the  way  with 
courtesy  and  tenderness,  he  discovered  no  sign  of  his  being  heeded;  nor 
did  his  blandishment  and  soft  address  reach  the  place  of  acceptance ;  nor 
his  kindness  and  caresses  yield  any  result. 

COUPLET. 

Take  from  her  street  thy  stock  of  grief,  thy  wailings,  0  my  heart ! 
These  unsought  goods  will  ne'er  find  there  a  sale-time  or  a  mart. 


1  A  certain  bright  red  star,  which  follows  the  Pleiades. 

^  There  is  a  very  good  play  on  words  here,  which  I  find  it  impossible  to  retain  in 
English.  The  Persian  has, — From  {ndlah)  'wailing,'  she  became  (ndli)  'a  reed;'  fr^m 
(miiyah)  *  weeping,'  she  became  {tnui)  *  a  hair.' 
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He  then  inquired  of  her  adopted  sister  who  had  appointed  herself  to  the 
attendance  on  her  sick  bed,  *  Why  does  the  suflferer  not  open  her  lips  to 
speak,  nor  disclose  to  me,  distracted  as  I  am,  what  she  has  on  her  mind : ' 
The  bosom-Mend  heaved  a  cold  sigh  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

*■  Doctor !  pain  thyself  no  longer,  for  thy  time  ib  yainly  spent, 
Love  is  not  Uke  other  ailings,  nor  admits  medicament. 

How  can  an  illness  which  is  irremediable,  and  sufferings  for  which  a  cure  is 
hopeless,  obtain  leave  from  the  heart  to  breathe  a  word?  And  by  what 
energies  could  it  be  ftimished  with  the  means  of  conversation  ? '  The 
Tortoise  began  to  weep,  and  was  excessively  distressed,  saying,  'What 
medicine  is  this  which  cannot  be  found  in  this  country,  and  which  we  cannot 
succeed  in  obtaining  by  contrivance  and  artifice  ?  Speak  with  all  despatch ! 
that  I  may  traverse  sea  and  land  in  search  of  it,  and  seek  for  it  from  far  and 
near,  and  from  friend  and  stranger.  If,  like  a  fish,  I  must  descend  to  the 
bottom  of  the  deep,  I  will  proceed  taking  steps  with  my  head ;  and  if,  like 
the  moon,  I  must  hasten  to  the  summit  of  the  sky,  I  will  moimt  by  the 
noose  of  contrivance  to  the  battlements  of  heaven.  I  will  freely  give  my  life 
and  heart  in  quest  of  this  remedy,  and  devote  this  essence  of  water  and  clay, 
(which  is  a  metaphor  for  the  continuance  of  existence),  in  order  to  gain  this  cure. 

OOXTPLFT. 

What  thing  is  life,  that  it  should  not  be  offered  for  thy  sake  ? 
My  heart  for  thee  I  could  devote — a  free-will  offering  make.' 

The  waitress  at  the  sick  bed  replied,  *  This  is  a  kind  of  pain  which  is  peculiar 
to  women,  and  which  takes  place  in  the  womb,  and  admits  of  no  cure  save 
the  heart  of  a  monkey.'  The  Tortoise  answered,  '  Whence  can  this  be  pro- 
cured, and  how  can  it  be  obtained  ? '  The  bosom-friend  who  originated  this 
guileful  device,  and  was  the  real  agent  in  proposing  the  remedy  for  the 
disease,  replied,  '  We,  too,  knew  that  the  procuring  of  this  sanative  would 
be  difficult,  and  the  toil  of  securing  this  remedy  which  resembles  the  elixir- 
vitae,  would  be  great,  nay,  immense.  We  therefore  sent  for  thee,  in  order, 
in  fact,  that  thou  mightest  take  the  last  sight  of  thy  fedthful  friend  and  say  thy 
last  farewell,  since  to  this  unfortunate  there  is  no  other  hope  of  her  pain 
being  alleviated,  nor  is  the  blessing  of  health  in  any  other  manner  recoverable. 

COtTLET. 

Save  hlood  I  see  no  sharhat  that  hefits  my  fell  disease, 
Through  liic's  rista  only  sorrow  seems  assigned  to  gire  me  ease.' 

The  Tortoise  was  grieved  and  agonised  be3rond  measure ;  and  howeyer 
much  he  revolved  the  means  of  securing  a  remedy,  he  saw  no  escape  save  in 
killing  the  monkey,  and  felt  himself  compelled  to  regard  his  friend  ^dth 
gnxxi.     Clear-coimsi'Uing  reason  loosed  the  tongue  of  admonition,  and  said, 
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*0  ungenerous  one!  with  perfidious  hand  to  destroy  the  former  basis  of 
friendship  and  unanimity  which  had  been  firmly  laid  down  between  thee 
and  the  Monkey,  is  far  removed  from  generosity  and  honor. 

COUPLET. 

Shame,  if  by  woman's  blandishment 
Thy  vest  should  he  with  falsehood  rent.'  ^ 

And  dark  passions  began  to  reproach  and  tempt  him,  saying,  *  To  abandon 
the  cause  of  a  wife,  on  whom  is  dependent  the  prosperity  of  the  house  and 
the  prop  of  maintenance,  and  the  means  of  living  and  the  safeguard  of 
treasure  and  property ;  and  thereby  to  observe  the  regard  due  to  a  friend 
who  has  no  homogeneousness  with  thee,  nor  affinity  to  thee,  appears  to  be 
removed  from  a  due  regard  to  the  transactions  of  life. 

COUPLET. 

I  swear  it  by  the  rights  of  friendship ! — dust  e'en  of  an  ancient  friend 
All  the  blood  of  new  companions  does  a  thousand  times  transcend.' 

At  last,  his  affection  for  his  wife  prevailing,  he  resolved  to  shatter  with  the 
stone  of  treachery  the  candle  of  good  faith,  and  to  make  the  scale  of  loyal 
attachment  kick  the  balance  through  fraud  and  deceit.  He,  unhappy  being 
that  he  was,  knew  not  that  the  mark  of  insincerity  is  the  brand  of  misery, 
the  impression  of  which  is  not  found  save  on  the  face  of  the  condition  of  the 
ill-starred,  and  the  quality  of  promise-breaking  is  a  character  of  infamy  which 
is  not  inscribed  except  on  the  tablet  of  the  forehead  of  the  vile.  And  who- 
ever has,  by  perfidy  and  hypocrisy,  reached  the  degree  of  notoriety,  no  man 
of  piety  desires  his  converse;  and  he  that  is  noted  for  faithlessness  and 
inconstancy  is  admitted  by  no  one  to  the  rank  of  acceptance ;  nay,  people 
consider  it  necessary  to  shun  meeting  him,  or  holding  conversation  with 
him,  and  regard  it  as  expedient  to  disown  his  actions  and  all  knowledge  of  his 
affairs.' 

COUPLET. 

The  old  man,  rest  his  soul !  who  drained  with  me  the  wine-cup  bright, 
Oft  bade  me  shun  their  converse,  who  of  promises  make  light. 

After  the  Tortoise  l\ad  formed  this  design  against  the  Monkey,  he  saw  that 
until  he  could  get  him  to  his  own  house,  it  would  be  impossible  to  secure 
his  object.  For  this  purpose  he  returned  to  the  Monkey,  whose  longing  to 
see  him  was  quite  overpowering,  and  whose  desire  to  behold  him  exceeded 
the  bounds  of  restraint.  As  soon  as  his  eyes  fell  on  the  beauty  of  his  friend, 
frx)m  the  excess  of  his  delight,  he  commenced,  in  joy-exciting  strains,  this 
song,  

*  *To  rend  the  Test,'  is  here  an  expression  for  acting  '  nnchastcly,*  *  dishonorably  ;*  in 
the  latter  sense  as  applied  to  the  tortoise. 

*  We  have  here  the  first  of  three  pages  of  excessively  obscure  and  difficult  Persian. 

2  c* 
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COUPLET. 

<  A  thousand  thanks  be  paid  to  God,  that  one  so  loved  as  thou. 
At  length,  and  after  dark  suspense,  to  me  hast  showed  thy  brow.' 

Then  after  warm  inquiries  concerning  the  welfare  of  the  Tortoise,  he  requested 
that  the  condition  of  his  children  and  relations  might  be  made  known  to  him. 
The  Tortoise  replied,  '  Pain  at  separation  from  thee  had  entirely  overpowered 
my  heart,  so  that  I  could  not  derive  pleasure  from  the  warmth'  of  my 
meeting  with  them,  and  gladness  and  mirth  displayed  not  themselves 
at  the  companionship  of  my  wife  and  fsimily.  Every  moment  that  I 
bethought  myself  of  thy  solitude,  and  the  separation  which  has  befallen  thee 
from  thy  followers  and  retainers,  and  that  I  reflected  on  thy  friendlessness, 
and  the  isolation  from  thy  kingdom  and  prosperous  fortune,  in  which  thou 
hast  been  involved;  my  pleasure  became  embittered,  and  the  clearness  of 
the  draught  of  happiness  was  discolored,  and  I  said  to  myself,  '  0  ungenerous 
one !  is  it  allowable  for  thee  to  sit  here  in  the  expanse  of  the  garden  of  ease 
on  the  cushion  of  enjoyment,  while  thy  faithful  friend,  in  the  thorny  brake 
of  exile,  makes  his  dark  couch  upon  the  earth  ? 

COUPLBT. 

Befits  it  that  thyself  shouldst  here,  rose-like,  be  gaily  blooming  ? 
While  fortune  thy  thom-wonnded  friend  to  lameness  there  is  dooming. 

Therefore  1  have  come  with  the  strong  hope  that  thou  wilt  think  it  right  to 
honor  me,  and  that  thou  wilt  adorn  and  gratify  my  house  and  children  with 
the  sight  of  thee,  in  order  that  my  kinsfolk  may  recognize  the  rank  I  hold  in 
thy  friendship,  and  that  my  friends  and  connections  may  be  proud  and  elated 
thereby.  Thus  both  my  heart  may  be  soothed  by  union  with  thee,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  my  position  may  derive  lustre  from  thy  beauty,  so  that,  by 
the  good  fortune  of  thy  footsteps,  my  dignity  may  be  elevated,  while  thou 
wilt  experience  no  abatement  of  estimation  in  accepting  my  invitation. 

OOTJPLET. 

What  lustre  wilt  thou  lose,  0  moon !  if  thou  shouldst  pass  before  me, 
Or  through  my  lattice  thou  shouldst  cast  a  beam  of  radiance  o'er  mo  ? 

Moreover  I  desire  to  seat  in  thy  presence  a  party  at  the  banqueting-table, 
and  thus,  perhaps,  I  may  in  some  degree  discharge  what  is  due  to  thy  virtues.' 
The  Monkey  said,  '  Forbear  these  ceremonies,  for  when  the  chain  of  friend- 
ship is  firmly  riveted,  and  the  knot  of  affection  and  companionship  is  rightly 
adjusted,  there  is  no  necessity  for  undergoing  the  trouble  of  entertainment 
and  the  ceremonial  usages  of  general  hospitality,  as  persons  of  formality  and 
etiquette  observe  them.     For  they  have  said,  '  He  is  the  worst  of  hrothers  for 


^  The  word  diish  seems  to  me  meaningless  here.     One  MS.  reads  for  farahiy  l^uraky 
which  may  mean,  '  the  fructifying  property  of  the  male  palm !' 


CHAPTER  ▼.      STORT  U,  387 

wham  ceremony  is  required.^  Yes !  truly  he  is  the  worst  of  Mends  and  of 
brethren  for  whom  ceremony  is  necessary,  and  for  whom  the  load  of  troublous 
etiquette  must  be  endured. 

HBMI8TICH. 

One  might  Utc  happy  did  forms  not  exist. 

And  with  regard  to  the  reciprocal  friendship  and  amity  which  exist  on  my 
part  towards  thee,  if  thou  observest  an  excess  with  reference  to  thee,  for  that 
too,  be  not  sorrowful,  since  the  pride  I  feel  in  thy  virtues  is  greater,  and  my 
need  of  thy  support  and  sympathy  more  urgent,  inasmuch  as  I  am  cast  far  from 
my  country  and  home,  and  kindred  and  dominions,  and  servants  and  retinue ; 
and  am  calamitously  involved  in  the  disgrace  of  exile  and  the  abasement 
of  a  solitary  life  and  loneliness.  Had  not  God  Most  High,  by  the  blessing  of 
thy  society,  conferred  a  fresh  favor  on  me  and  bestowed  on  me  the  boon  of 
thy  friendship  in  a  distressful  and  forlorn  state  such  as  mine  then  was,  who 
would  have  extricated  me  from  the  injurious  claws  of  fortune  ?  or  who 
would  have  plucked  me  from  the  hand  of  the  affliction  of  separation  fix>m  my 
friends? 

COUPLET. 

In  this  BoUtary  mansion,  in  this  trouble-peopled  state, 
'Tis  thy  sight  that  makes  us  glad,  and  our  spirit  thus  elate. 

"Wherefore  by  the  force  of  these  circumstances,  thy  claim  upon  me  is  greater 
and  thy  kindness  towards  me  more  abundant,  and  this  being  the  case  there  is 
no  occasion  for  this  trouble  and  irksome  ceremony ;  and  in  friendship  the  purity 
of  faith  is  the  thing  to  be  relied  on,  not  the  preparation  of  the  materials  for 
entertainment ;  and  the  offering  of  mental  gratification  is  what  is  looked  for, 
not  the  arrangement  of  substantial  fare. 

COUPLBT. 

A  friend  deroid  of  outwaid  shew  is  wanted :  have  we  such, 
What  if  in  forms  he  wanting  be !  that  does  not  matter  much.' 

The  Tortoise  said,  '0  companion  of  real  sympathy!  and  0  friend  and 
partaker  of  my  secrets !  my  object  in  inviting  thee  is  not  that  same  regard 
for  the  requisites  of  entertainment  and  the  preparation  of  eatables  and 
drinkables,  but  rather  that  separation  should  decamp  from  between  us,  and 
that  the  ennobling  privilege  of  unbroken  intercourse  should  be  secured. 

HEMISTICH. 

Distance  and  nearness  have  no  place  in  love. 

Should  the  distance  of  east  and  west  *  intervene  between  two  lovers,  even 
then,  inasmuch  as  their  solace  is  in  the  remembrance  of  each  other  and  the 


^  B'udu^l-mathrikai/njUt  *The  distance  between  the  two  Easts.'  It  seems  somewhat 
forced  to  suppose  that  the  West  is  to  be  reckoned  one  of  these.  Hence,  the  two  farthest 
points  at  wnich  the  sun  rises,  viz.,  the  tropics,  haye  been  suggested  in  lieu  of  the  above 
explanation. 

2  c  2 
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mutual  Irappiness  of  their  hearts  in  picturing  each  other's  beauty,  their 
actual  distance  will  not  prove  a  veil  in  the  road  of  their  spiritual  meeting, 
and  they  will  incessantly  gaze  on  the  incomparable  beauty  of  each  other, 
with  the  vision  of  their  mind  and  the  mind  of  their  vision. 

OOUFLET. 

Am  I  miited  with  my  friend  in  heart,  What  matters  if  our  place  be  wide  apart ! 

And  a  grave  authority  has  said  with  regard  to  this, 

QUATRAIN. 

*  What  though  our  hands  hold  not  the  coin  of  union ! 

Tet  in  our  souls  abides  each  other's  thought ; 
We  may  not  taste  in  outward  sense  communion, 

Our  spirits,  blending,  set  that  care  at  nought.' 

The  Tortoise  again  applied  the  arrow  of  entreaty  to  the  bow  of  supplication, 
and  began  to  launch  it  at  the  target  of  his  desire,  and,  at  length,  aided  by  the 
strength  of  his  good  fortune,  reached  the  goal  of  his  wishes.  The  Monkey 
[at  last]  said,  '  It  is  a  canon  in  the  cede  of  honor  to  seek  to  gratify  a  friend, 
and  I  will  not  remain  at  this  distance  from  mine,  but  regard  as  a  blessing 
this  pilgrimage  to  thy  brethren  and  connections.  However,  it  is  a  matter  of 
difficulty  for  me  to  pass  over  water,  and  to  cross  this  sea  which  intervenes 
between  the  wilderness,  where  I  am,  and  thy  island  is  for  me  an  impossibility.' 
The  Tortoise  replied,  *  Set  thy  mind  at  ease,  for  I  will  take  thee  on  my  back 
and  convey  thee  to  that  island,  in  which  are  found  both  security  and 
happiness,  and  plenty  and  peace'  In  short,  inasmuch  as  the  Tortoise 
employed  these  gentle  words,  the  Monkey  desisted  from  his  opposition, 
and,  tamed  by  the  lash  of  flattering  and  courteous  expressions,  surrendered 
to  him  the  reins  of  control.  So  the  Tortoise  taking  the  Monkey  on  his 
back,  set  out  homewards.  When  he  arrived  in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  the 
vessel  of  his  mind  sank  down  in  the  vortex  of  meditation,  and  he 
reflected,  *  What  thing  is  this  that  I  have  taken  in  hand  ?  and  what  result 
can  it  have  but  dishonor  ? 

COUPLET. 

Who  turns  obliquely  from  the  bowers  of  faith,        The  thorn  of  anguish  will  his  bosom  scath. 

Por  the  sake  of  weak-minded  women  to  adopt  perfldious  measures  towards 
friends  completely  wise,  is  not  the  wont  of  those  of  a  liberal  spirit ;  and  to 
let  the  clue  of  God's  favor  slip  from  the  hands  to  please  the  devil,  is  a  source 
of  damage  and  loss. 

HEMISTICH. 

Forbear  \  forbear !  for  good  men  act  not  thus.* 

In  this  manner  he  halted  in  the  midst  of  the  water,  and  disputed  with 
himself,  and  the  signs  of  irresolution  were  apparent  in  his  movements.  This 
gave  rise  to  suspicion  in  the  mind  of  the  Monkey,  and  he  asked,  '  What  is 
the  cause  of  thy  pondering  ?  Perchance  thou  beginnest  to  And  the  carrying  of 
me  difficult,  and  hence,  being  overloaded,  thou  proceedest  so  deliberately  ?  ' 
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The  Tortoise  answered,  '  Whence  sajest  thou  this,  and  &om  what  dost 
thou  draw  this  inference  ?  *  The  Monkey  replied,  '  The  marks  of  thy 
contest  with  thyself,  and  thy  emharrassed  purpose  are  evident.  Perhaps  if 
thou  wouldest  acquaint  me  and  bestow  on  me  the  honor  of  an  explanation, 
thou  mayest  by  the  aid  of  my  advice,  which  is  worthy  of  confidence,  emerge 
from  the  whirlpool  of  perplexity  to  the  shore  of  safety.*  The  Tortoise 
answered,  'Thou  sayest  truly — ^I  was  plunged  in  meditation,  and  all  my  doubt 
is,  that  as  this  is  the  first  time  that  thou  bestowest  on  my  abode  the  good 
fortune  of  thy  visit,  and  my  wife  is  sick,  as  a  natural  consequence  our 
domestic  arrangements  will  not  be  free  from  confrision,  and  the  due  rites  of 
hospitality  and  obligations  of  civility,  wiU  not  be  discharged,  and  this  will 
be  a  cause  of  shame  and  discredit. 

HEMISTICH. 

And  though  my  fkult  be  pardoned,  I  should  blush.' 

The  Monkey  said,  *  Since  the  sincerity  of  thy  purpose  is  certain,  and  thy 
eagerness  in  seeking  to  gratify  me,  well  ascertained,  if  thou  shouldest 
postpone  this  ceremony  and  omit  the  compliments  and  observances  which 
among  strangers  it  is  the  duty  of  hosts  to  pay,  it  would  certainly  seem  more 
agreeable  to  the  course  of  friendship  and  amity. 

COUPLET.  * 

Through  forms  a  stranger  men  to  friendship  lead ; 
Where  amity  exists,  of  forms  what  need  ? ' 

The  Tortoise  proceeded  a  little  further,  and  stopped  and  began  afresh  to 
ponder  the  same  thing,  and  said,  *  Women  urge  me  to  break  my  promise  and 
my  fjGuth,  and  I  know  that  sincerity  is  not  to  be  found  in  them,  and  that  to 
expect  truth  and  humanity  from  them  is  far  removed  from  the  procedure  of 
wise  men. 

COUPLBT. 

Forbid  it,  one  in  woman's  nature  should  for  gentle  feelings  look ! 
Ne'er  amid  the  brackish  desert,  roses  home  ungenial  took. 

Wherefore,  to  be  deceived  by  their  guile,  and  to  hurry  towards  unfaith- 
fulness and  ungenerous  conduct,  how  can  this  be  done  by  the  followers  of 
rectitude  and  uprightness  ?  or  how  can  this  be  practised  by  men  of  piety  and 
honesty  ? '  The  Tortoise,  busied  with  these  reflections,  stopped  where  he 
was.  This  increased  the  suspicions  of  the  Monkey,  and  becoming  uneasy, 
he  said  to  himself,  '  When  doubt  of  his  friend  arises  in  the  heart  of  any  one, 
he  must  have  recourse  to  the  asylum  of  counsel ;  and,  gathering  up  his  skirt, 
must  secure  himself  by  courtesy  and  gentle  demeanour.  And  should  that 
suspicion  turn  out  to  be  true,  he  wiU  have  preserved  himself  from  the  other's 
malice  and  perfidy ;  while,  should  it  prove  Mse,  he  will  not  expose  himself 
to  censure,  inasmuch  as  he  will  have  been  strict  in  observing  caution  and 
forbearance. 
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OOITPLBT. 

Is  he  thy  friend  ?  thou  rcstest  then  in  peace ; 
If  he  plays  false — thou  wilt  thyself  release.' 

He  then  called  out  to  the  Tortoise,  and  said,  '  What  is  the  reason  that  every 
moment  thou  givest  reins  to  the  courser  of  thy  imagination  in  the  plain  of 
reflection,  and  makest  the  diver  of  thy  thought  plunge  into  the  ocean  of 
bewilderment  ? '  The  Tortoise  replied,  '  0  brother !  pardon  me  that  the 
indisposition  and  illness  of  my  wife,  and  the  distressful  condition  of  my 
children,  owing  to  their  mother's  sickness,  keep  me  absorbed  in  thought' 
The  Monkey  rejoined,  '  I  knew  that  thy  affliction  was  on  account  of  the 
illness  of  thy  wife.  In  truth,  they  have  said  that,  '  To  be  ill  is  less  grievous 
than  to  see  illness/ 

HSmSTIOH. 

Count  not  him  well  who  suffers  for  his  friend. 

^ow  tell  me  what  her  disease  is,  and  what  is  the  method  of  cure  ?  Eor  every 
ailment  there  is  an  appointed  remedy,  and  for  every  kind  of  suffering  there 
is  a  means  of  cure  manifest  and  distinct.  It  is  necessary  that  reference 
be  made  to  physicians  of  auspicious  minds,  of  fortunate  breath  and  happy 
footstep,  and  in  whatever  way  they  may  direct,  exertion  must  be  made  for 
the  prescribed  remedy.'  The  Tortoise  replied,  '  For  the  cure  the  physicians 
have  pointed  out  a  medicine  which  is  not  to  be  obtained.'  The  Monkey 
inquired,  *  What  medicine  is  that  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  shops 
of  druggists,  or  in  the  repertories  of  medicine- vendors  ?  If  thou  wilt  tell 
me,  perhaps  I  may  have  knowledge  of  it,  and  may  furnish  a  clue  to  it.' 
The  Tortoise  candidly  answered,  '  That  rare  medicine  which  has  plunged  me 
in  the  vortex  of  bewilderment  is  the  heart  of  a  monkey.'  The  instant  that 
this  word  reached  the  ears  of  the  Monkey,  his  breast,  though  in  the  midst  of 
water,  was  on  flames ;  and  the  smoke  of  despondency  ascending  to  his  head, 
his  eyes  began  to  grow  dark.  By  a  strong  effort  of  his  mind,  however,  he 
supported  himself,  and  said,  '  0  soul !  seest  thou  not  that  through  a  shameful 
greediness  and  avidity,  thou  hast  fallen  into  this  dread  vortex  ?  and,  owing 
to  carelessness  and  incaution,  thou  art  overtaken  in  this  mighty  danger? 
And  I  am  not  the  first  that  has  been  deceived  by  the  hypocrisy  of  foes,  and 
has  given  heed  to  the  speeches  of  the  perfidious,  and  has  been  pierced  to  the 
heart  by  an  arrow  aimed  deceitftdly  by  those  who  pursue  their  own  selfish 
ends.^ 

HEMISTICH. 

This  furious  flame  full  many  a  one  has  humt. 

Now  I  know  of  no  help  save  stratagem  and  artifice,  nor  can  I  find  any  aid 
except  in  prudence  and  wise  coimsel.     If,  which  may  God  avert !  I  am  cast 


1  Lit.  *  From  the  thumbstall  of  the  deceit  of  the  lords  of  selfishness.' 
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on  the  ialaiid  of  the  tortoises,  there  will  be  a  knot  in  the  concatenation  of 
my  affairs,  which  the  hand  of  thought  will  be  weak  too  to  undo.  Por  if  I 
do  not  resign  to  them  my  heart,  I  shall  remain  a  prisoner,  and  perish  of 
hunger;  and  if  I  wish  to  fly,  I  must  throw  myself  into  the  water;  and 
that  plan,  too,  is  rife  with  destruction.  But  I  deserve  a  thousand-fold 
this  punishment  and  requital,  in  that  I  left  my  own  happy  and  secure 
wilderness  without  thought  of  the  consequences,  and  yielding  the  reins  of 
control  to  the  hands  of  the  tortoise,  set  my  heart  on  seeing  his  island. 

COUPLET. 

Mad  that  I  was  thy  ringlets  to  resign !     What  guilt  deserves  so  stem  a  chain  as  mine !' 

He  then  said  to  the  Tortoise,  'I  comprehend  the  means  of  curing  that 
virtuous  matron,  and  the  remedy  for  her  is  in  my  hands  an  easy  one. 
Give  thyself  no  anxiety,  for  our  women  suffer  much  from  these  disorders ; 
and  we  give  them  our  hearts  and  suffer  nothing  from  it,  but  And  it  quite 
easy  to  extract  our  hearts  from  within  our  breasts,  and  to  replace  them 
again.  Moreover,  we  are  able  to  live  without  them;  and  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  grudge  this  trifle  to  thee ;  for  the  wise  have  said,  'It  is  not  good 
to  be  niggardly  of  four  things  to  four  persons.  Eirst,  one  ought  not  to 
withhold  from  kings  that  which  they  require  for  the  public  weal. 
Secondly,  one  ought  not  to  deprive  meritorious  darveshes  of  that  which 
they  ask  in  God's  name,  for  the  performance  of  alms  and  the  providing 
good  deeds.  Thirdly,  needy  scholars,  who  would  desire  to  obtain  the 
wherewithal  for  acquiring  science,  and  who  advance  with  the  step  of 
sincerity  in  pursuit  thereof,  them  we  ought  to  assist  on  their  way. 
Fourthly,  we  ought  not  to  grudge,  or  require  to  be  importuned  for,  that 
which  may  be  the  means  of  tranquillizing  the  minds  of  cordial  friends, 
provided  it  lies  within  our  reach.* 

COUPLET. 

Is  then  the  heart  so  dear  a  thing  that  we  should  pause  to  offer  it. 

Or  shrink  to  pour  life's  golden  shower  where  those  we  hold  far  dearer  sit  ? 

And  hadst  thou  informed  me  in  my  own  abode,  I  would  have  brought  my 

heart  with  me,  and  it  would  have  been  a  goodly  thing  indeed  if,  on  my 

arrival,   thy  spouse  had  obtained   complete  restoration  to  health.      And 

I  have  become  so  weary  of  my  own  heart,  that  it  never  recurs  to  my 

thoughts  except  with  the  wish  to  part  from  it;    and,  inasmuch  as  grief 

and  melancholy  have  usurped  every  quarter  and  part  of  it,  and  a  throng  of 

troubles  have  over-run  its  limits,  there  is  nothing  more  hard  for  me  to  bear 

than  the  society  of  my  heart ;  and  I  long  to  sever  the  cord  of  connection 

with  it,  that  I  may  escape  from  the  thought  of  my  separation  from  my 

wife  and  family,  and  the  grief  of  the  abandonment  of  my  country  and 

wealth;    and  that  my    soul   may  bo    set  free    from   these    excruciating 

afflictions  and  consuming  horrors. 
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COUPLET. 

This  drop  of  blood  they  call  the  heart  [this  region  of  regrets  and  care], 
0  God !  how  long  shall  moon-faced  ones  injurioas  play  the  tyrant  there  ?' 

The  Tortoise  said,  '  Where  is  thy  heart  that  thou  didst  not  bring  it  with 
thee  ? '  The  Monkey  responded,  '  I  left  it  in  my  house,  since  it  is  the 
custom  of  my  kind,  that  when  they  go  to  visit  a  friend,  and  wish  the  day 
to  pass  pleasantly,  and  the  skirt  of  their  enjo3rment  and  mirth  to  be 
unreached  by  the  hand  of  grief,  not  to  take  their  hearts  with  them;  for 
that  is  a  gathering-place  of  pain  and  affliction,  and  a  source  of  grief  and 
annoyance.  Every  moment  it  stirs  up  thoughts  which  trouble  the  pure 
fount  of  enjoyment,  and  sour  the  season  of  mirth  and  happiness.  Thus, 
too,  from  its  vicissitudes,  they  have  named  the  heart  by  a  name  which 
signifies  change.^  Every  instant  its  inclinations  are  directed  to  somewhat 
new,  either  of  good  or  ill,  gainful  or  injurious. 

OOUFLET. 

Each  moment,  some  new  fancy  it  alluring.       It  speeds  away,  in  one  place  ne'er  enduring. 

And,  inasmuch  as  I  was  coming  to  thy  house,  so  much  did  I  wish  that  I  should 
be  thoroughly  and  perfectly  free  from  solicitude  in  seeing  thee  and  beholding 
thy  friends  and  connections  that  I  therefore  left  my  heart  there.  And  very 
unlucky  is  it,  that  I  should  hear  of  this  means  of  curing  thy  chaste  spouse, 
and  not  have  brought  my  heart  with  thee.  And  as  thou  knowest  how  I 
stand  in  respect  of  friendship  to  thee,  it  is  possible  that  thou  mightest  excuse 
me,  but  the  whole  body  of  thy  kinsmen  and  friends  will  suspect  that 
notwithstanding  such  previous  amicable  ties  and  friendly  antecedents  which 
have  existed  between  me  and  thee,  I  have  grudgingly  withheld  this  trifle,  and 
slight  thee  in  a  manner  in  which  no  injury  would  recoil  on  myself,  while 
benefit  would  accrue  to  those  connected  with  me.  If  thou  wouldest  return, 
that  we  may  come  again  ready  and  prepared,  it  would  be  better.*  The 
Tortoise  forthwith  turned  back,  and  in  the  fullest  confidence  of  obtaining  his 
object,  and  succeeding  swimmingly  in  his  hopes,  conveyed  the  Monkey  to  the 
shore.  The  latter  at  frdl  speed  ascended  a  tree,  and  having  oflered  the  thanks 
and  acknowledgments  [due  for  his  escape],  seated  himself  at  the  end  of  a 
bough.  The  Tortoise  waited  some  time,  and  then  called  out,  '0  friend 
beloved !  the  opportunity  for  going  is  fleeting  away, 

C0T7PLBT. 

Take  pity !  for  our  need  has  reached  its  bound ; 

Come  forth !  our  patience  has  its  limit  found.'  . 

The  Monkey  laughed,  and  said. 


1  Kalb  means  *  turning,'  as  well  as  *  heart.'  From  the  word  in  its  former  sense  comes 
inkUdbf  *  vicissitude.'  Our  word  *  heart,'  is  no  doubt  from  the  Sanskrit  hridy  which  is 
deriTed  from  *r*,  *to  take.'    The  equivoque,  therefore,  is  unretainable  in  English. 


CHAFTEK  T.       STORY  III.  393 

CX)T7PLBT. 

*  Bethink  thee  ever,  all  thou  didst  pretend 
Of  faithful  love,  proved  falsehood  in  the  end. 

I  have  passed  my  life  in  kingly  sway,  and  I  have  experienced  many  heats 
and  dulls  of  fortune.  Eortime  snatched  back  from  me  her  own  bestowings, 
and  heaven  required  of  me  that  which  it  had  conferred;  and  I  became 
numbered  with  the  wretched,  and  fell  into  the  circle  of  the  ill-starred.  Yet  I 
am  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to  have  remained  altogether  destitute  of  the  fruits 
of  experience ;  so  as  not  to  know  what  happens,  and  not  to  discern  a  quarter 
in  which  reliance  can  be  placed,  from  one  where  only  hypocrisy  is  to  be 
found.  Cease  these  words,  and  forbear  henceforth  to  take  thy  seat  among 
the  generous.  Leave  off  thy  boastings  of  fidelity,  nor  speak  of  sincerity  and 
honor. 

00X7PLBT. 

0  speak  not  thou  of  faithfulness  where  feast  the  frank  and  free ; 
For  not  an  atom  of  g^ood  faith  its  fragrance  sheds  on  thee. 

And  if  any  one  makes  an  initiatory  display  of  virtues,  whatever  they  may  be,^ 
and  talks  of  his  manliness  and  honor,  one  may  discover  his  real  metal  in  the 
time  of  trial,  and  test  his  coin  on  the  touchstone  of  experience. 

COUPLET. 

How  good,  if  trial  such  a  touchstone  were,  That  liars  would  a  hlackened  yisage  bear ! ' 
The  Tortoise  exclaimed  loudly  in  great  grief  and  said,  'What  suspicion 
is  this  that  thou  entertainest  of  me  ?  and  what  quality  is  this  that  thou 
imputest  to  me  ?  Heaven  forbid  that  anything  contrary  to  thy  good 
pleasure  should  ever  have  passed  through  my  mind !  or  that  any  ill- 
design  or  perfidious  scheme  with  reference  to  thee  should  have  crossed  my 
thoughts.  And  though  thou  shouldest  cast  a  hundred  thousand  stones 
of  despite  in  my  face,  I  will  not  remove  my  face  from  the  dirt  of  thy 
threshold;  and  though  thou  shouldest  pierce  my  breast  again  and  again 
with  the  sword  of  contumely,  I  will  not  remove  my  heart  from  thy  society.' 
The  Monkey  retorted,  *  Fool !  think  not  I  am  like  that  Ass  of  which  the 
fox  said,  that  it  had  neither  heart  nor  ears.'  The  Tortoise  said,  *  How  was 
that?' 

STORY  III. 

He  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  lion  had  become  afflicted  with  the 
mange.  Together  with  constant  fever,  he  was  worn  out  with  itchy  torments, 
and  at  last  by  reason  of  the  irritation,  the  numberless  thorns  of  disquietude 
pierced  his  heart  and  his  vigor  flagged,  and  abandoning  aU  motion,  he 
relinquished  the  pleasures  of  the  chase.     Now  in  this  lion's  service  was  a 


1  I  am  doubtful  of  this  rendering,  but  I  can  make  no  other  meaning  of  this  obscure 
sentence. 
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fox,  who  used  to  gatlier  up  the  scraps  £rom  his  table,  and  the  remnants  of 
his  repast,  and  who  gained  strength  and  food  from  the  blessing  of  his 
leavings.  When  the  lion  was  unable  to  pursue  the  chase,  the  affairs  of  the 
fox  came  to  distress.  One  day  from  the  meagreness  of  the  supplies  and  the 
overpowering  violence  of  hunger,  he  began  to  reproach  the  lion,  and  said, 
'  0  king  of  beasts !  anxiety  for  thy  indisposition,  has  made  the  beasts  of  this 
jungle  sad,  and  the  lassitude  of  thy  state  and  the  impression  of  thy 
despondency,  pervade  all  thy  attendants,  nay,  the  whole  body  of  thy 
subjects. 

OOVPLBT. 

A  hundred  thouBand  beings  tremble  for  thy  life, 
Shocked  at  thy  failing  strength,  a  world  with  care  is  rife. 

Wherefore  dost  thou  not  apply  some  remedy  to  this  disease,  and  direct 
attention  to  the  cure  of  this  heart-tormenting  pain  ?  *  The  Hon,  groaning 
with  pain,  said, 

COUPLET. 

*  A  thorn  lies  buried  in  my  heart,  no  needle  can  remove  it  thence ; 
And  lo  !  my  heart  is  changed  to  blood,  and  nought  can  dull  its  aching  sense.^ 

0  fox !  I  have  now  a  long  time  suffered  agonies  ^  from  this  cruel  disease, 
and   from  this  itching  I   waste  away  daily.      My  body  from  attenuation 
has  become  like  a  hair,  and  not  a  hair  is  lefr  upon  it ;  and  I  know  not  how 
to  cure  this  illness,  or  how  to  allay  these  sufferings.     A  physician,  in  whose 
words  I  have  complete  confidence,  has,   indeed,  lately  pronounced  that  I 
must  eat  the  ears  and  heart  of  an  Ass,  and  that  all  other  remedies  will  be 
unavailing.     Since  then  I  have  been  rendered  anxious  by  the  thought  how 
this  wish  can  be  accomplished,  and  by  what  stratagem  of  my  friends  I  can 
obtain  this  desired  object.'      The  fox  replied,    'If  the  royal  command  is 
condescendingly  uttered,  I  that  am  the  nearest  of  the  attendants  of  the  court 
will  gird  up  the  waist  of  inquiry  and  step  forward  on  the  road  of  search,  and 
my  hope  is  that  by  the  blessing  of  the  imperial  auspices  and  the  happy 
influence  of  the  perpetual  fortune  of  the  king,  what  is  desired  will  be  gained.' 
The  lion  asked,    'What  kind  of  artifice    hast  thou  imagined?   and  what 
device  hast  thou  read  from  the  volume  of  imposture  ? '     The  fox  answered, 
<  0  kiog !  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  is  impossible  for  you  to  issue  forth  from  this 
jungle ;  since,  after  your  body  has  been  denuded  of  hair,  and  the  gloriousness 
of  your  beauty,  and  the  majesty  of  your  appearance,  have  suffered  some 
deterioration;    to  move  out  and  exhibit  yourself  to  friends  and   strangers 
would  be  injurious  to  the  royal  dignity  and  kingly  awe.     Wherefore,  the 
advisable  course  appears  to  me  to  be  this,  that  I  should  bring  the  object  of 
your  desire  into  this  jungle,  in  order  that  the  king  of  the  beasts  may  tear 


^  Lit.  '  And  this  thorn  comes  not  forth  from  my  heart.* 
*  Lit.  *  I  drink  blood  from  this  anger.* 
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him  to  pieces,  and  at  pleasure  eat  that  which  he  may  desire/  The  lion 
replied,  *  Whence  wilt  thou  bring  him  ? '  The  fox  answered,  '  In  the 
vicinity  of  this  wilderness  there  is  a  spring  of  water,  which  fix)m  its 
abundance  resembles  the  sea  of  'Uman,^  and  by  its  sweetness  and  purity 
represents  the  fountain  of  life. 

COUPLET. 

Its  ripples  pure  as  beauty's  cheek,  Its  wares  of  life's  own  sweetness  speak. 

And  a  washerman  comes  there  every  day  to  wash  clothes,  and  an  Ass,  which 
carries  burthens  for  him,  grazes  daily  around  that  spring.  Perhaps  I  may, 
by  a  stratagem,  lead  him  to  this  jungle.  Let  the  king,  however,  vow  that, 
after  eating  his  heart  and  ears,  he  will  bestow  the  rest  as  alms  on  the  other 
beasts.'  The  lion  vowed  and  promised  accordingly,  and  confirmed  his  words 
with  an  oath ;  and  the  fox,  in  hopes  of  a  plentiful  feast,  directed  his  steps 
towards  the  spring  of  water,  and  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  Ass  at  a  distance  he 
performed  the  customary  salutations,  and  began  to  address  him  in  a  soft 
voice,  and  politely  opened  the  path  of  conversation. 

COUPLET. 

With  honied  tongue,  and  language  soft  and  fair, 
Thou  mayst  conduct  a  mammoth  ^  with  a  hair. 

He  then  asked,  *  What  is  the  cause  that  I  see  thee  suffering  and  lean?'  The 
Ass  replied,  'This  washerman  is  constantly  imposing  work  on  me,  and 
neglects  to  take  care  of  me ;  I  perish  of  distress  for  forage,  and  he  cares  not 
a  grain  for  it ;  and  the  harvest  of  my  life  is  almost  carried  away  by  the  wind 
of  extinction,  and  he  takes  not  so  much  account  of  it  as  of  a  blade  of  grass. 

VERSE. 

I've  got  no  kind  friend  to  supply  my  famine ; 

Of  hay  and  barley  I  ne'er  heard  the  name  e'en. 

Under  this  load  each  day  my  blood  dcTouring, 

I  with  my  tongue,  all  night,  the  walls  am  scouring. 

Reproach  me  not,  then,  if  I'm  lean  and  wasted. 

For  blood  and  dirt  are  all  the  food  I've  tasted.' 

The  fox  replied,  *  0  simpleton !  thou  hast  feet  and  the  power  of  moving ; 
why,  then,  d^st  thou  choose  this  drudgery,  and  why  tarry  thus  miserably 
beset  ? '  The  Ass  rejoined,  '  I  am  a  notorious  bundle-carrier,  and  go  where 
I  will  there  is  no  getting  free  of  this  toiL  Besides,  I  am  not  the  only  ass 
especially  devoted  to  this  labor :  all  my  brethren  are  overtaken  in  the  same 
troubles,  and  groan  under  the  like  burthens. 

COUPLET. 

Each  has  of  pain  his  fated  portion :  none        Can  by  free  passport  this  allotment  shun. 


^  The  sea  betwixt  Ethiopia  and  India. 

-  *  Elephant '  in  the  original,  a  word  never  intended  for  verse. 
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And  after  much  consideration  I  have  come  to  the  firm  conclusion  that  since 
the  cup  of  trouble  is  to  be  quaffed  everywhere,  and  the  garment  of  yexation 
and  endurance  of  suffering  to  be  put  on  in  all  places,  I  must  rest  quiet  in  the 
house  of  some  one,  and  not  endure  the  reproach  of  fickleness  for  a  life 
which,  as  it  passes,  disappoints  our  expectations. 

HEMISTICH. 

'Tu  naught  to  wander  on  from  door  to  door.' 
The  fox  said,  *  Thou  art  wrong, 

HBlCtBTICH. 

Thou  canst  not  die  of  famine,  for  I'm  here. 

In  accordance  with  the  text,  *  Verili/  God^s  earth  is  apacums,*  *  to  the  earth's 
plain  ample  space  has  been  given ;  and  the  royal  mandate,  '  Go  through  the 
earthy*^  was  sent  down  for  those  who  suffer  oppression  and  endure  tyranny. 

STANZA. 

Go !  travel,  should  thy  station  please  thee  not, 

Thither  to  more  from  hence  is  no  disgrace. 
And  if  too  narrow  be  on  earth  thy  lot, 

The  earth  God  made  is  no  contracted  space.* 

The  Ass  said,  *  Let  one  go  where  he  will,  he  will  obtain  no  more  than  what 
is  destined.  Wherefore,  to  choose  to  be  covetous,  and  on  the  top  of  other 
loads  to  undertake  voluntarily  the  hardships  of  travel,  is  far  removed  finom 
what  is  reasonable. 

DI8TICH8. 

The  allotted  portion  reaches  every  seeker.     So 

Our  own  impatience  is  our  trouble's  spring. 
God's  blessings  freely  to  all  creatures  flow ; 

His  hands  to  all  the  destined  bounty  bring.' 

The  fox  said,  '  These  words  have  reference  to  an  exalted  state  of  reliance  on 
God,  and  every  one  is  not  able  to  attain  this  rank.  The  command  of  the 
Lord  God  (may  His  name  be  glorified  !)  was  on  that  account  issued,  that  in 
this  world  of  causes,  subsistence  should  be  conveyed  to  each  by  the  inter- 
vention of  some  means,  and  the  Causer  of  Causes,  in  respect  to  each  one  of 
those  who  subsist  by  Him,  displays  in  a  different  manner  the  means  of 
supply. 

HEMISTICH. 

Strive  thou  to  earn — ^all  earners  are  God's  friends. 
And  if  thou  art  content  I  will  take  thee  to  a  meadow,  the  ground  of  which. 


1  Kur'&n,  ch.  xxix.  56  ;  Sale,  p.  301, 1.  1 :  *  0  my  servants,  who  have  believed,  verily  my 
earth  is  spacious ;  wherefore  serve  me.' 

>  Eur'&n,  ch.  vi.  11 ;  Sole,  p.  92, 1.  27 :  *  Say,  Go  through  the  earth,  and  behold  what 
hath  been  the  end  of  those  who  accused  our  prophets  of  imposture.'  Vide  also  Sale,  p.  298, 
1.  27,  where  the  same  expression  occurs ;  as  also  p.  44  of  this  book  where,  by  an  error, 
p.  82  of  Sale  is  quoted  for  p.  92. 
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like  the  houses  of  the  vendors  of  jewels,  is  adorned  and  lustrous  with  the 
radiance  of  a  variety  of  gems,  while  its  air,  like  the  tray  of  the  perfumer, 
is  aromatized  and  scented  by  its  fragrant  breeze  with  the  odor  of  the 
purest  musk.  ^ 

VEB8B. 

Its  air  delightsome,  and  its  plains  yride-spread, 
Its  trees  fruit'burthened,  and  their  branches  green : 

The  rose  breathes  fragrant,  and  the  dove  overhead, 
Murmurs  its  wooings  soft ; — as  when,  between 
Two  lovers,  vows  are  pledged,  where  parting  long  has  been. 

And  before  to-day  I  have  given  advice  to  another  ass,  and  led  him  to  that 
Eden-like  spot,  and  at  this  moment  he  walks  proudly,  at  perfect  ease,  in  the 
expanse  of  freedom  from  care,  and  feeds  in  happiness  and  health  in  the 
garden  of  security  and  peace.'  In  short,  the  fox,  employing  his  subtle 
language,  used  such  wheedlings,  and  uttered  such  cajolings,  that  the  bread 
of  his  deceit  was  baked  in  the  oven  of  imposture,  and  the  cauldron  of  the 
Ass's  desire  began  to  boil  with  vain  longing,  and  he  said,  *  It  is  not  right  to 
turn  aside  from  thy  directions,  which  spring  from  pure  friendship  and 
compassion,  nor  allowable  to  disregard  thy  injunctions,  which  are  the  essence 
of  kindness  and  commiseration. 

HBICIBTICH. 

Whatever  thou  biddest,  with  my  life  I'll  do.' 

The  fox  went  first,  and  brought  him  near  the  lion,  who,  from  excessive 
eagerness,  sprang  at  him  at  once,  and  inflicted  a  wound  on  him,  but  owing 
to  excessive  weakness,  failed  of  his  object.  The  Ass  turned  to  flight,  and  the 
fox,  astonished  at  the  feebleness  of  the  lion,  began  to  reproach  him,  saying, 
*  Well  now  !  what  was  the  advantage  of  uselessly  tormenting  an  animal?  and 
what  end  has  been  served  fix)m  being  hasty  in  a  matter,  the  opportunity  for 
commencing  which  was  not  fleeting  away?  Prudence  required  thee  to 
restrain  thyself,  and  firmness  of  purpose  pointed  out  to  thee  not  to  relinquish 
the  hold  on  the  reins  of  option,  so  as  not  to  repent  in  the  end.  • 

HEMISTICH. 

Of  what  avail  repentance  now,  when  things  have  passed  beyond  thy  power  ?' 

These  words  annoyed  the  lion,  and  he  thought  to  himself,  *  If  I  admit  that 
I  have  not  kept  a  guard  on  my  actions,  I  shall  lay  myself  open  to  the  charge 
of  unsteadiness  and  want  of  fixed  purpose ;  and  if  I  shall  have  recourse '  to 
the  temptations  of  appetite  as  my  apology,  I  shall  be  branded  with  greediness 
and  levity  and  rashness ;  and  if  I  acknowledge  my  want  of  strength,  the 
imputation  of  weakness  and  impotence  follows,  and  sundry  bad  consequences^ 


^  For  the  reading  of  the  editions  I  would  gladly  substitute  bih  nasim-i  'ambar  ihamUn-i 
k  mutayyab  va  nwfaUary  did  the  MSS.  allow  it. 

'  Observe  this  somewhat  uncommon  use  of  tama$Mtk  jwUm. 


398  ANVAB-i  stmAiLi ;  or,  tup.  LionTS  of  CAyorus. 

which  are  not  for  the  public  good,  will  result  therefrom.  My  advisable 
course  is  not  to  reply  to  the  fox,  save  roughly  and  with  asperity,  and  to 
prohibit  him  from  speaking  thus  in  friture.'  He  then  said,  'It  is  exces- 
sively disrespectful  for  subjects  to  inquire  into,  or  pry  after,  the  recondite 
intention  of  what  kings  do,  whatever  that  may  be. 

COUPLET. 

Sabmissive  bow  thy  head ;  why  meddle  thou  with  this  or  that  ? 
Wliat  has  the  poor  fakir  to  do  with  mandates  of  the  autocrat  ? 

And  the  real  circumstances  of  the  actions  of  kings  cannot  be  known  to  every 
one  of  their  servants.  The  capacity  of  subjects  is  unable  to  comprehend 
that  which  the  judgment  of  monarchs  requires,  [as  it  is  said]  '  N<me  hut 
their  beasts  carry  their  burthens.* 

HEMISTICH. 

Not  to  poor  quails  the  falcon's  craw  belongs. 

Cease  this  questioning,  and  employ  some  stratagem  that  the  Ass  may 
come  back,  and  thus  the  sinceiity  of  thy  faith  and  the  excess  of  thy 
friendship  will  be  manifest  to  me,  and  thou  wilt  be  distinguished  by  my 
favorable  notice  and  favor  above  thy  peers  and  fellows.'  Thereupon  the 
fox  went  again  to  the  Ass,  and  with  the  utmost  courtesy  went  through  the 
customary  benedictions  and  salutations.  The  Ass  turned  away  his  face 
and  said, 

COUPLET. 

*  'Twere  shame  to  suffer  for  a  friend  like  thee, 
Who,  fiedthless,  dost  but  aim  at  treachery. 

0  worthless  deceiver !  thou  didst  begin  by  promising  me  my  freedom ;  and 
in  the  end  thou  broughtest  me  into  the  claws  of  the  lion. 

HEMISTICH. 

This  action  could  arise  from  none  but  thee.' 

The  fox  replied,  *  0  simple  one !  what  fancy  hast  thou  formed,  and  what 
thought  hast  thou  suffered  to  pass  through  thy  mind?  The  instant  thou 
sawest  the  talisman,  thou  wast  scared  from  the  pursuit  of  the  treasure; 
and,  before  thou  didst  behold  the  asperity  of  the  thorn,  thou  didst  relinquish 
the  spectacle  of  the  garden.  Know  that  what  thou  sawest  is  a  talisman, 
which  sages  have  made  and  excogitated  by  way  of  caution,  on  account  of 
the  beasts  and  reptiles  which  repose  in  this  spot ;  because  this  meadow  is 
adorned  with  a  variety  of  delicious  viands,  and  a  diversity  of  exquisite 
fruits.  And  did  this  magic  spell  not  exist,  wherever  there  is  a  beast  in  the 
world,  it  would  come  to  this  place,  and  the  affairs  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  wilderness  would  become  embarrassed;  and  now,  on  account  of  this 
talisman,  a  great  variety  of  animals  do  not  resort  to  this  secluded  haunt ; 
but  each  one  that  comes  hither,  and  beholds  this  shape  and  appearance 
which    thou    sawest,   hovers    no  more  about    this    meadow.      Thus   the 
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inhabitants  of  this  wilderness  pass  their  time  in  freedom  from  care,  and 
in  happiness.  And  we  impart  to  every  one,  for  whom  we  have  a 
friendship,  the  mystery  of  this  talisman;  and  we  make  known  the  true 
state  of  this  enchantment,  which  is  nothing  but  mere  show,  to  him,  in 
order  that,  without  fear  of  distraction,  he  may  attain  to  these  incalculable 
blessings. 

DI8TICHS. 

*  What,*  quoth  the  Fox,  *  a  lion  seems  to  be, 
Is  but  a  talisman  and  witchery ; 
For  I,  of  weaker  frame  than  thou  art,  still 
There  night  and  day  feed  safely  at  my  will. 
And,  but  for  that  Tain  phantom's  groundless  fear, 
Each  suffering  wretch  would  fly  for  refuge  here. 

And  I  intended  to  warn  thee  beforehand,  that  if  thou  shouldest  see  any- 
thing of  the  kind  thou  shouldest  not  be  afraid.  But  I  was  so  transported  at 
meeting  thee  that  it  escaped  my  memory.  Now  that  thou  hast  full  know- 
ledge of  that  empty  form,  come  back,  since  my  directions  will  issue  only  in 
thy  honor.'  In  this  manner  he  tempted  and  cajoled  the  unfortunate  Ass  till 
he  trod  again  the  path  of  folly ;  and,  beguiled  by  his  seductive  persuasions, 
proceeded  towards  that  jungle.  The  fox  went  before  him,  and  having  con- 
veyed to  the  lion  the  good  tidings  of  the  Ass's  approach,  besought  him  not  to 
move  from  his  place,  and  not  to  step  beyond  the  circle  of  dignified  repose. 
Kay,  he  desired  him  not  to  heed  the  Ass  at  all,  however  near  he  might  pass 
by  him  until  he  should  get  full  power  and  a  good  opportunity  to  Eiccomplish 
his  purpose.  The  Hon  heartily  assented  to  the  fox's  advice,  which  was  so 
loyally  given,  and  stood  on  his  feet  in  a  comer  of  the  jungle  like  a  magical 
figure  without  life.  Then  the  fox  said  to  the  Ass,  '  Come  here  !  that  thou 
mayest  see  the  real  truth  of  this  enchantment,  and  mayest  know  that  it  is 
altogether  incapable  of  motion,  and  devoid  of  all  idea  of  doing  mischief.  The 
Ass  advanced  boldly,  and  however  near  he  grazed  to  the  lion  he  did  not  see 
him  move  in  the  least.  By  gentle  degrees  he  became  accustomed  to  him,  and 
gradually  grew  familiar  with  him ;  and  being  altogether  at  his  ease,  with 
reference  to  him,  fell  to  work  with  the  grass.  Then  the  luckless  Ass,  who  had 
sufibred  a  long  time  from  insatiable  hunger,  on  now  beholding  the  table  of 
invitation  spread  before  him,  and  on  finding  the  tray  of  dainties  ready,  began 
to  eat,  and  did  not  pull  the  rein  until  he  reached  the  boundary  of  repletion. 
When  he  was  quite  fuU  he  lay  down  before  the  enchanted  lion  in  the  middle 
of  the  meadow.  Thereupon  the  lion,  finding  him  off  his  guard,  made  a  spring 
and  tore  open  his  belly.  This  done,  he  said  to  the  fox,  *  Keep  watch !  till  I 
go  to  the  spring  of  water  and  perform  my  ablutions,  after  which  I  will  eat  the 
heart  and  ears  of  the  Ass,  since  the  physicians  have  prescribed  them  as  the 
remedy  of  this  disease.'     The  lion  accordingly  turned  in  the  direction  of  the 
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foantaiB,  and  tlie  fox  ate  up  the  heart  and  ears  of  ihe  Ass,  which  were  the 
daintiest  parts  of  him.  Wlicn  the  lion  had  finished  the  requisite  ablutions, 
and  had  returned,  however  much  he  searched  for  the  heart  and  ears,  he  could 
not  find  a  trace  of  them.  He  then  said  to  the  fox,  '  Where  are  these  two 
parts,  which  are  to  cure  me,  gone  ?  and  who  has  taken  them  away  ?  '  The 
fox  replied,  'May  the  king  live  for  ever!  this  Ass  had  neither  ears  nor 
heart,  for  had  he  had  a  heart,  which  is  the  place  of  the  reason,  he  would  not 
have  been  deceived  by  my  artifices ;  and  had  he  had  ears,  which  are  the  organs 
of  hearing,  he  would,  after  having  had  ocular  demonstration  of  the  terrors 
of  your  majesty,  have  distinguished  my  false  words  from  the  truth,  and 
would  not  have  come  with  his  own  feet  to  the  edge  of  the  grave.' 

And  I  have  adduced  this  story  in  order  that  thou  mayest  know  that  I  am 
not  without  heart  and  ears ;  and  thou  hast  not  omitted  any  refinement  of 
artifice,  but  by  my  own  penetration  and  sagacity  I  have  found  thee  out,  and  I 
have  exerted  myself  much,  so  that  when  afiairs  had  become  perilous,  they 
were  smoothed  again ;  and  life  which  had  reached  the  lip,  again  shed  the 
radiance  of  animation  over  my  frame. 

COUPLET. 

'Wounded,  'twas  not  my  fate  by  thee  to  die ; 
Else  thy  stem  heart  failed  nought  in  cruelty. 

And  hereafter  hope  not  for  companionship  with  me,  and  relinquish  the  idea  of 
my  return,  which  belongs  to  the  impossibilities,  and  rest  assured  that, 

QUATRAIN. 

Wert  thou  the  moon,  I'd  gaze  less  on  the  sky ; 

The  cypress  wert  thou,  I'd  the  garden  quit : 
Hung  it  on  thee,  I'd  life  itself  not  buy ; 

Thy  name  I'll  ne'er  recall,  nor  think  of  it.' 

The  Tortoise  answered,  '  Thou  sayest  the  truth,  and  it  is  all  one  whether 
I  protest  or  deny.  I  own  I  have  inflicted  on  thy  heart  a  wound,  which,  as 
long  as  existence  lasts,  cannot  be  salved.  And  the  brand  of  perfidy  and 
cruelty  has  so  set  its  stamp  on  my  countenance,  that  its  erasion  enters  not 
into  the  area  of  possibility.  I  feel  that  I  must  make  up  my  mind  to  quaff 
the  bitter  beverage  of  separation,  and  must  oppose  my  body  like  a  shield,  to 
the  poisoned  sword  of  parting. 

VERSE. 

'Twere  fit  that  I  in  bloody  tears  should  lie. 

That  I  so  true  a  friend  haye  cast  away ; 
Whoe'er  himself  so  wrecked  his  hopes  as  I  ? 

Who  thus  his  ruin  did  himself  assay } 
Though  all  my  life  I  would  forgiyeness  win, 
I  could  not  purchase  pardon  for  this  sin.' 

Thus  he  spake  and  downcast  and  shame-stricken  turned  back,  and  during  the 
rest  of  his  life  he  bewailed  his  separation  from  such  a  friend,  and  said, 
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CeUPLET. 

Fate  wrote  this  cruel  treatment  in  my  loYed  companion's  lot, 

Else,  heaven  forbid ! — the  thought  of  wrong  in  my  breast  harbored  not. 

This  is  the  history  of  one  who,  having  ax^qnired  wealtli  or  secured  a  friend, 
loses  him  through  folly  or  neglect,  and  so  falls  into  perpetual  remorse ;  and 
howeyer  much  he  heats  his  head  on  a  stone,  or  a  stone  on  his  head,  it  is  all 
in  vain.  It  hehoves  men  of  understanding  to  make  the  instructions  of  this 
story  the  g^de  of  their  conduct,  and  to  set  a  high  value  on  a  desired  object 
when  it  is  gained,  whether  it  be  worldly  substance  or  a  soul-bound  friend. 
Whatever  of  this  nature  is  let  slip  is  not  to  be  re-acquired  by  wishing,  and 
regret  and  chagrin  will  prove  unavailing. 

STANZA. 

Prize  high  a  wished-for  object,  when  'tis  won ; 

Nor  let  it  slip,  lest  thon  shouldst  feel  regret. 
Full  many  a  spendthrift,  when  his  gold  is  done. 

Must  under  want*  s  stem  trials,  cashless,  fret. 
For  by-gone  treasures  back  shall  ne'er  return. 
Though  clothes  be  rent  and  hearts  with  anguish  bum. 


2  n 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

ON  THE  CALAMITOUS  RESULTS  OF  PEECIPITATION,  AND  THE 

INJURIOUSNESS  OF  HASTE. 

nrTBODXJcnoK. 

The  world-conquering  king,  distingaishing  the  dear-minded  Brdhman  by 
the  honor  of  his  address,  said, 

OOUPXBT. 

*  Pnued  be  thy  soul !  in.  Ood'i^  own  Becrets  wise. 
Praised  be  thy  words !  nnyeilmg  mysteries. 

Thou  hast  narrated  the  story  of  one,  who  after  securing  the  object  of  his 
desire,  chose  to  be  careless  in  preserving  it,  and  hence  the  treasure  passed 
from  his  hands  and  he  was  plunged  in  regret,  and  though  panged  with 
distress  for  his  bereavement^'  obtained  nought  but  remorse  and  grief.  Now 
recount  the  tale  of  one  acting  precipitately  in  the  pursuit  of  his  desired 
object,  and  continuing  devoid  of  the  advantages  of  counsel  and  deliberation, 
and  point  out  in  what  such  conduct  and  procedure  finally  issued,  and  what 
fruit  men  reap  when  they  sow  in  the  field  of  action  the  seed  of  haste } ' 
The  Br&hman  loosed  his  to^igue  in  praise  of  the  great  king,  and  said, 

C0UPI2T. 

'King !  still  on  thee  may  earth's  enactments  rest, 
And  all  earth's  garden  with  thy  role  be  blest! 

Whoever  bases  not  his  actions  on  patience  and  steadiness,  and  does  not 
strengthen  the  foundation  of  his  proceedings  by  firmness  and  constancy,  the 
final  tendency  of  his  doings  is  towards  reproach,  and  the  conclusion  of  his 
affairs  will  issue  in  repentance.  And  the  most  praiseworthy  quality  with 
which  the  Most  High  God  has  adorned  men,  and  by  the  blessing  of  which  he 
has  bestowed  on  mankind  the  grade  of  a  dignified  position,  is,  that  graceful 
one,  long-sujSering ;  and  that  eminent  virtue,  constancy. 

C0X7FLET. 

Patience  is  reason's  treasury.    We  speak 

Of  brutes  and  deyils  when  we  name  the  unmeek. 

And  they  have  cleverly  said,  as  to  this,  *  That  if  thou  wilt  convert  Stlm  it 
becomes  Milh,*^  that  is,  meekness  is  the  salt  of  the  table  of  qualities.     Thus 


^  Xun  fokdn^  '  Be,  and  it  was ; '  a  title  of  the  Deity. 
'  Or,  more  literally,  *  amercement,'  *  mulct.' 

'  The  word  X^  hUm,  'meekness,'  read  backward  is  ^^^  miihy  'salt.'     Hence  the 

witticism  here.    ' 
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when  any  one  outstrips  his  peers  in  the  acquisition  of  various  ezoellencies, 
and  carries  off  the  ball  of  superiority  from  those  of  his  time  in  the  display 
of  numerous  Tirtues;  if  he  combine  therewith,  roughness  and  haste  and 
levity,  his  other  good  qualities,  like  insipid  food,  are  relished  by  none ;  nay, 
his  frivolity  and  want  of  steadiness  cause  him  to  be  regarded  with  aversion. 
Thus  it  has  been  said,  '  Bui  if  thou  hadst  hem  seoere  and  hard-heoHedy  they 
had  surely  eeparated  themselves  from  about  thee.*  ^  And  notwithstanding  all 
those  perfections  which  centred  in  his  Holiness  the  Lord  of  created  things,  (On 
whom  be  the  choicest  blessings  and  most  perfect  benedictions!)  he  was 
graciously  addressed  as  follows,  by  the  Lord  of  Lords,  saying,  '  0  Muhammad ! 
if  thou  hadst  been  rough-tempered  and  hard-hearted,  and  prone  to  anger  and 
resentfbl,  assuredly  the  legions  of  stars — as  it  is  said,  '  My  eompaniom  are 
like  the  starsj — ^which  are  now  assembled  round  thee  like  the  Pleiades,  would 
be  dispersed  like  the  daughters  of  the  Bier.'  Moreover,  the  possessor  of 
God's  friendship,  and  the  Full  Moon  of  Faith,  Abraham  the  friend  of  God,  (On 
our  Prophet  and  on  him  be  the  blessings  of  The  Merciftil !)  is  praised  for  this 
quality,  there,  where  he  says,  '  Verily  Abraham  was  pitiful  and  eom- 
passionate}  For  the  mild  person  is  beloved  of  all  hearts,  and  the  minds 
of  high  and  low  are  all  inclined  towards  him. 

00X7FLBT. 

In  patience  reaflon'i  prop  we  see,  And  man  disgraced  bj  lerity. 

Precipitation  is  altogether  alien  from  men  of  sense,  and  the  thoroughly  wise 
man  regards  it  as  a  temptation  of  the  devil ;  as  it  is  said,  '  PatieiMe  is  from 
God,  haste  from  the  devil,*  the  meaning  of  which  they  have  thus  explained, 

DX8TICHB. 

Hurry  and  rashness  from  the  devil  spring, 
But  patience,  meekness,  are  from  Heaven's  King. 
See  from  God's  hand  creation  slow  arise. 
And  six  days'  labor  claimed  by  earth  and  skies. 
Else  with  two  letters  *  He  possessed  the  might, 
Sudden  to  make  new  worldsf  upstart  to  light. 
Lo !  in  this  course  instruction  to  us  sent ; 
'Use  patience,  for  with  it  success  is  blent.' 


^  Eur'&n,  Fl.  iii.  153 ;  Sale,  p.  60, 1. 14.  The  same  quotation  occurs  at  p.  2  note  of 
(his  translation,  q.v.  Through  a  typographical  error  the  page  of  Sale  is  there  given  30 
instead  of  60. 

'  The  constellation  of  the  Bear.'    See  note  1,  page  279. 

9  Kur'&n,  Fl.  ix.  115 ;  Mar.  117;  Sale,  p.  152, 1  20 :  <Neitiier  did  Abraham  bA  for- 
giveness  for  his  father,  otherwise  than  in  pursuance  of  a  promise,  which  he  had  promised 
imto  him:  but  when  it  became  known  unto  him  that  he  was  an  enemy  unto  God,  he 
declared  himself  clear  of  him.    Verily  Abraham  was  pitiful  and  compassionate.' 

*  That  is,  with  the  k  and  n  in  kun,  'be,'  as  in  the  common  title  of  the  Deity,  'Be,  and 
it  was.'     See  the  preceding  page,  note  1. 

2  D  2 
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And  whoever  in  his  proceedings  surrenders  the  reins  of  choice  to  the  grasp  of 
precipitation,  assuredly  in  the  end  his  affairs  will  draw  towards  contrition, 
and  the  issue  of  his  doings  will  be  disappointment  and  regret. 

OOUPLET. 

Who  dares  to  act  without  due  thought  and  care, 
Will  sink  at  last  in  sorrow  and  despair. 

And  there  are  many  anecdotes  and  innumerable  stories  a-propos  of  this 
subject  which  are  written  and  commemorated  in  the  pages  of  nocturnal 
conversations  and  elegant  annals,  and  among  these  is  the  story  of  the  Holy 
Man,  who  rashly  stepped  into  the  plain  of  precipitate  action,  and,  staining  his 
hands  with  innocent  blood,  destroyed  '  the  unfortunate  Ichneumon ;  which 
displays  the  ill  effects  of  this  precipitation.'  The  kiag  asked,  'How  was 
that?' 

STORY  I. 

He  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  Devotee  after  long  celibacy'  desired  to 
put  in  practice  the  injunction,  '  Matrimony  %%  my  commandment,  therefore  he 
who  turns  away  from  my  commandment  is  none  of  mine f^  and  act  in  accordance 
with  the  mandate  deserving  of  obedience,  '  Marry  and  leget  children.^  He 
therefore  conferred  with  one  of  the  pious  men  of  the  time,  and  asked  his 
blessing  and  his  .permission.  The  devotee  [whom  he  addressed]  responded, 
'  Thou  hast  formed  a  very  praiseworthy  project,  since  matrimony  is  beneficial 
as  relates  to  subsistence  here,  and  is  perfectly  advantageous  and  protective  in 
matters  of  religion,  and  by  it  is  obtained  a  safeguard  to  household  chattels, 
and,  moreover  an  abundance  of  children,  from  which  results  a  continuance  of 
one's  name. 

STANZA. 

Ne'er  on  a  man  does  radiant  fortune  smile, 

Till  a  spouse  light  home's  cheering  lamp  for  him. 

Pass  not  thy  life  a  celibate,  the  while 
Thou  mightest,  bird-Uke,  those  glad  gardens  skim, 
Where  pleasures  reign,  and  joys  the  goblet  brim. 

Nevertheless  use  thy  endeavors  to  secure  a  tender  partner,  and  avoid  an 
unsuitable  companion.'  The  Devotee  asked,  '  What  sort  of  wife  ought  one  to 
make  choice  of?*  The  other  replied,  '  A  wife  that  is  affectionate,  and  prolific, 
and  sedate,  that  is  to  say,  one  that  holds  her  husband  dear,  and  brings  him 
many  children,  and  avoids  crime.  And  a  virtuous  wife  bestows  new  light  on 
eveiy  house  into  which  she  enters. 


^  Lit.  *  Gave  his  head  to  the  wind.' 

'  The  Dictionary  giyes  for  siydkat  only  '  driving,'  *  urging  onward.' 

^  This  meaning  of  tajarrud  has  been  omitted  in  the  Dictionary. 
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STANZA. 

Sweet  IB  the  conyerse  of  a  Tirtuous  wife ; 
Happy  his  fate  who  such  a  gpouBe  possesBes ; 

Who  aids  him  here  and  in  his  future  life. 
CompaniouBhip  man's  lot  here  truly  blesseB, 
When  fortune  grants  a  Mend,  our  trouble  less  is/ 

The  Devotee  asked,  '  The  society  of  what  wife  ought  we  to  shun  ?  *  The 
other  replied,  *  Three  kinds  of  wives  ought  to  be  avoided,  a  widow  anxious  to 
many  again ;  a  woman  who  places  her  husband  under  an  obligation ;  and  a 
complaining  woman,  l^ow  the  first  is  one  wbo  has  had  a  husband  before 
thee,  and  has  been  separated  from  him  by  death  or  divorce,  and  ever  remains 
longing  to  regain  his  society.  The  second  is  one  who  possesses  property,  and 
effects,  and  who,  by  her  wealth,  imposes  on  thee  an  obligation.  The  third  is 
a  wife  who,  when  she  sees  thee,  speaks  with  a  feeble  voice,  and  feigns  herself 
to  be  ill  when  she  is  not,  and  the  sight  of  such  a  wife  is  a  renewal  of  death 
every  hour. 

TSRSE. 

In  a  good  man's  house  an  evil  wife 
Is  his  hell  above  in  this  present  life. 
From  a  yixen  wife  protect  us  well ; 
Save  utf  0  God  I  from  the  paitu  of  hell,*  ^ 

Again  the  Devotee  who  wished  to  marry,  Eisked,  '  Of  what  age  shall  I 
choose  a  wife  ?  *  The  other  replied,  '  It  must  be  a  young  maiden  of  tender 
years,  since  old  women  steal  away  the  roses  from  the  cheek,  and  converse 
with  them  brings  on  debility  and  weakness. 

STANZA. 

The  wife,  whose  back  is  crooked  as  a  bow, 

Her  mind  is  like  an  arrow,  straight,  -  thou'lt  learn. 

Girls,  who,  while  young,  do  nought  but  joy  bestow, 
In  their  old  ago  to  deadly  poison  turn. 

And  wives,  from  ten  years  old  to  twenty  years,  are  places  of  security  and 
promise ;  and  from  twenty  to  thirty  years,  they  are  the  solace  of  the  hearts  of 
and  lovers,  and  the  delight  of  the  souls  of  those  who  eagerly  pursue  them ; 
their  from  thirty  to  forty  years,  controllers  of  the  property  and  the  children, 
and  displayers  also  of  high  feelings ;  and  from  forty  to  fifty  years  they  aim  at 
name  and  reputation,  and  employ  on  those  present,  artifices  and  finesse.  But 
after  they  have  passed  fifty  years,  they  become  dark  calamities,  and  the 
destruction  of  property  and  rank,  and  withered  gardens,  and  rain-penetrated 
mansions,  and  fallow  fields,  and  serpents  without  treasure,  and  mines  of 
trouble  and  annnoyance. 

^  These  lines  arc  quoted  from  the  *  Gulist&n,'  ch.  ii.,  story  32,  (p.  134  of  my  translation). 

2  *  Straight,'  is  here  an  adverb  to  *  thou'lt  learn,'  not  an  adjcctiTe  agreeing  with  *  arrow.' 
The  original  is  intentionally  ambiguous  hei-e,  thus  affording  a  play  on  words,  as  if,  while 
her  bacK  was  crooked  the  woman's  mind  was  .straight. 
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Wives,  that  on  that  fide  fifty  tread, 

'Twere  beit  to  ■hnn,  by  etepping  on  thia  tide : 
For,  though  one  may  fnm  fifty's  dawi  have  fled, 

'Tis  bnt,  at  larty  to  sixty  to  be  tied.'  ^ 

The  qnestioiiing  Devotee  again  asked,  '  Wliat  sayest  thoa  as  to  beauty  and 
good  looks?'  The  other  replied,  'The  best  thing  in  l^e  matter  of 
women  is  chastity  and  amiability.  If  to  these  be  added  the  bleesing  of 
beauty  it  is  like  adding  light  to  light. 

00X7PLBT. 

All  holy  spirits  will  that  form  surround, 
Where  beanty,  chastity,  and  worth  are  found. 

Bat  a  beaatifiil  and  comely  woman,  if  she  be  nnamiable,  is  a  mortal 
calamity  and  a  perpetual  source  of  annoyance ;  while  an  amiable  woman, 
although  she  be  plain-featured,  is  a  kind  companion  and  an  ornament  of 
the&mily. 

YBB8B. 

A  kindly  partner,  and  a  gentle  Mend, 

E'en  though  not  fair,— does  yet  the  eyes  illume : 
But  not  thy  heart  to  a  cross  mistress  lend. 

Though  flowers  beneath  her  footsteps  seem  to  bloom. 

And  two  or  three  couplets  from  the '  Besults  of  Meditation,'  composed  by 
that  illustrious  author,  which  relate  to  this  subject  ought  to  be  borne 
in  mind. 


A  modest,  chaste,  and  an  obedient  wife, 

lifts  her  poor  husband  to  a  kingly  throne : 
What  though  the  liyelong  day  with  toils  be  rife ! 

The  solace  of  his  cares  at  night 's  his  own. 
If  she  be  modest,  and  her  words  be  kind, 

Mark  not  her  beauty,  or  her  want  of  grace ; 
The  fkirest  woman,  if  deformed  in  mind, 

Will  in  thy  heart's  afiections  find  no  place : 
Bauling  as  Eden's  beauties  to  the  eye, 

In  outward  form;  foul  is  her  face  within. 
Better  in  dungeon,  bound  with  chains,  to  lie. 

Than  mark  at  home  a  wife  of  frowning  mien. 
Better  bare  feet  than  pinching  shoes.    The  woes 

Of  travel  are  less  hard  than  broils  at  home. 
Contentment's  door  upon  that  mansion  close, 

Whence  wrangling  women's  high-pitched  Yoices  come. 
Be  woman's  eye  to  strangers  blind ;  to  those 

Abroad,  let  it  be  dark  as  in  the  tomb.' 


>  That  is,  If  a  man  surviye  the  society  of  a  wife  who  has  reached  fifty,  his  fate  is  only 
the  more  deplorable,  for  she  will  grow  older  and  uglier  every  day. 
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In  short,  after  extensive  inquiry  and  infinite  pains,  the  Devotee,  through  the 
aid  of  his  lofty  fortune,  and  the  help  of  his  noble  spirit,  obtained  a  wife  of  a 
great  family  and  an  illustrious  stock.  The  reflection  of  her  countenance  gave 
radiance  to  the  mom,  and  the  hue  of  her  curling  ringlets  aided  the  perfumer 
of  evening  in  intensifying  his  gloom.  The  azure  sky  had  never  beheld  her 
equal,  save  in  the  mirror  of  the  sun ;  and  the  swift-sighted  limner  of  the 
imagination  had  ne'er  looked  on  the  like  of  her  lovely  semblance,  save  in  the 
world  of  dreams. 

YBBSE. 

The  glories  of  thy  sonny  cheek  the  world  of  beauty  warmly  kiss ; 

Like  the  foil  moon,  thou  hast  arisen  amid  the  sky  of  loyeliness ; 
Thy  countenance  the  brightest  rose,  thy  form  the  fidrest  cypress  is ; 

That  ever  grew  in  beauty's  bower,  or  'mid  the  flowers  of  comeliness. 

And,  together  with  this  beauty  of  form,  she  was  adorned  with  excellence  of 
disposition,  and  the  graces  of  her  body  were  set  off  by  those  of  her  mind. 
The  Devotee,  in  his  daily  prayers,  returned  thanks  for  such  a  blessing ;  and 
having  thus  commenced  his  intercourse  with  that  partner  whose  face 
resembled  the  beauties  of  Eden,  he  desired  to  beget  a  son.  And  no  wise 
person  bases  his  desire  for  children  on  mere  sensual  appetite,  nor  yields  his 
body  to  the  task  save  in  quest  of  a  virtuous  son,  who,  in  procuring  the 
blessings  asked  for  by  prayer,  is  equivalent  to  the  perpetual  offering  of  alms. 

OOUFLET. 

From  woman's  pain,  and  what  man's  toil  has  done, 
Is  formed  the  Udi  amusement  of  a  son. 

And  when  an  interval  had  passed,  and  the  desired  event  did  not  happen,  the 
Devotee,  losing  hope,  began  to  place  the  face  of  supplication  on  the  ground  of 
entreaty,  and  to  let  fly  the  arrow  of  prayer  from  the  bow  of  sincerity ;  and 
since  he  was  altogether  absorbed  in  the  path  of  prayer,  according  to  the 
sa3ring,  '  Who  heareth  the  afflicted  when  he  ealleth  upon  him,*  ^  the  shaft  of  hia 
supplication  reached  the  target  of  acceptance. 

DX8TICH8. 

The  man,  whose  heart  is  moderate  and  pure, 
His  prayer  will  reach  the  All-Glorious  One,  be  sure. 
Rapt  firom  himself^  the  prayer  is  not  his  own ; 
The  prayer  he  utters  is  from  God  alone : 
Vain  is  the  creature,  but  the  prayer  is  true ; 
Dirine  the  prayer,  and  the  acceptance  too. 

Then  after  his  despair  the  gates  of  the  heavenly  favor  were  opened  with 
the  keys  of  mercy,  and  the  wife  of  the  Devotee  became  pregnant.     Greatly 


1  Kur'&n,  xxyii.  63 ;  Sale,  p.  288,  1.  2 :  'Is  there  any  other  God  equal  with  the  true 
God }  yet  the  neater  part  of  them  know  it  not.  Is  not  he  more  worthy  who  heareth  the 
afflicted,  when  ne  calletn  upon  him,  and  taketh  off  the  evil,  which  distressed  him ;  and  who 
hath  made  you  the  successors  of  your  forefathers  in  the  earth? 
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did  the  holy  man  rejoice,  and  his  wish  was  all  day  long  to  renew  the  mention 
of  his  son,  and,  after  the  performance  of  his  daily  devotions,  his  tongue  did 
nought  but  utter  his  name.  One  day  he  said  to  his  wife,  '  0  partner  of  my 
life,  and  sympathizing  friend !  may  it  quickly  happen  that  the  princely  peail 
may  reach  the  shore  of  manifestation,  from  the  shell  of  thy  womb  :  and  that 
a  fair  son  may  step  gracefully  from  the  cabinet  of  tiie  unseen  to  the  plain  of 
evidence,  and  that  I  may  give  him  a  good  name  and  a  becoming  title.  Then, 
may  I  next  engage  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  in  his  education  and  instruc- 
tion, that  he  may  learn  the  precepts  of  the  law,  and  that  I  may  exert  myself 
fairly  in  correcting  and  improving  his  manners.  So  will  he  become  adorned 
with  the  demeanour  which  is  fitting  for  a  spiritual  walk  in  life ;  and  thus,  in 
a  short  time,  rise  to  M  an  eminent  station  in  the  fedth,  and  be  a  venerated 
•leader  possessed  of  miraculous  gifts.  I  will  then  wed  him  at  the  proper 
season  to  a  religious  lady,  and  from  them  will  spring  children  and  grand- 
children, and  through  this  blessed  channel  our  seed  will  be  perpetuated,  and 
our  name  will,  by  means  of  our  descendants,  endure  on  the  page  of  existence. 

STANZA. 

His  name,  with  rolling  time,  will  circle  on, 
Who  leaves  his  own  memorial  in  a  son. 
Hence  men  recall  the  memory  of  a  shell 
Through  the  rich  pearl,  once  tenant  of  its  cell.' 

The  wife  replied,  '  Sweet  friend  and  venerable  leader  of  the  faith !  these 
words  befit  not  a  posture  of  adoration  on  the  carpet  of  prayer,  nor  do  they 
demand  the  ejaculation  of  thanksgivings.  In  the  first  place,  thou  hast  set 
thy  mind  on  a  son,  and  it  is  possible  that  I  may  not  bear  a  child,  and  if  I 
should,  it  is  likewise  possible  that  it  may  not  be  a  male,  and  though  this 
should  be  the  case,  it  is  again  possible  that  it  may  not  survive  nor  be  blessed 
with  life.  In  short,  the  conclusion  of  this  affair  is  not  to  be  discerned,  and 
thou,  like  a  besotted  visionary,  hast  taken  thy  seat  on  the  steed  of  desire, 
and  galloped  the  courser  of  thy  hope— like  foolish  persons  infatuated  with 
their  own  longings — ^in  the  plain  of  expectation. 

STANZA. 

Thou  canst  not  speed  by  hope  and  mere  desire, 

Nor  by  loud  talk  and  boasting  aught  effect. 
Thousands,  consumed  with  longings  vain,  expire, 

And  fortune  grants  them  nought  their  hearts  expect. 

And  thy  words  resemble  the  conduct  of  tliat  Ecligious  Man,  who  besmeared 
his  own  face  and  hair  with  honey  and  oil.'  The  Devotee  inquired,  *  How 
was  that  ?' 
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STORY  II. 

She  said,  'They  have  related  that  a  pious  man  had  a  house  in  the  vicinity 
of  a  merchant,  and  lived  happily  through  favor  of  his  neighhorly  kindness. 
The  merchant  continually  sold  honey  and  oil,  and  made  his  profits  by  that 
traffic  in  unctuous  and  sweet  commodities.  Inasmuch  as  the  pious  man 
lived  a  blameless  Hfe,  and  ever  sowed  in  the  field  of  his  guileless  heart  the 
seed  of  the  love  of  God,  the  merchant  reposed  implicit  confidence  in  him, 
and  took  the  supply  of  his  wants  upon  himself.  And  in  this  very  thing 
is  the  use  of  riches, — to  win  over  the  hearts  of  the  poor,  and  to  raise  up  a 
perpetual  provision  from  perishable  wealth. 

OOUFLET. 

Win,  0  rich  man !  the  heart's  love  of  the  poor. 
For  golden  treasares  are  a  fleeting  store. 

The  merchant,  too,  considering  the  opportunity  of  doing  good  a  blessing, 
sent  every  day  somewhat  from  the  stock,  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  which  he 
was  occupied,  for  the  support  of  the  Devotee.  The  latter  used  somewhat  of 
this  and  stored  up  the  rest  in  a  comer.  In  a  short  time  a  jar  was  filled  by 
these  means.  One  day  the  pious  man  looked  into  that  jar,  and  thought 
thus  to  himself,  *  Well,  now !  what  quantity  of  honey  and  oil  is  collected  in 
this  vessel  ? '  At  last  he  conjectured  ten  mans  to  be  there,  and  said,  *  If  I 
can  sell  these  for  ten  dirams,  I  can  buy  for  that  sum  five  ewes,  and  these  five 
will  each  have  young  every  six  months,  and  each  will  have  two  lambs. 
Thus  in  a  year  there  will  be  twenty-five,  and  in  ten  years  from  their  progeny 
there  will  be  herds  upon  herds.  So  by  these  means  I  shall  have  an  abundant 
supply,  and  will  sell  some,  and  lay  in  a  handsome  stock  of  furniture,  and 
wed  a  wife  of  a  noble  family.  After  nine  months,  I  shall  have  a  son  bom 
to  me,  who  will  study  science  and  polite  manners.  However,  when  the 
weakness  of  infancy  is  exchanged  for  the  strength  of  youth,  and  that  graceful 
cypress  grows  up  in  the  garden  of  manhood,  it  is  probable  that  he  may 
transgress  my  orders,  and  begin  to  be  refractory,  and  in  that  case  it  will  be 
necessary  for  me  to  correct  him,  and  I  will  do  so  with  this  very  staff  which 
I  hold  in  my  hand.  He  then  lifted  up  his  staff,  and  was  so  immersed  in 
thought,  that,  fancying  the  head  and  neck  of  his  rebellious  son  before  him, 
he  brought  down  the  staff,  and  struck  it  on  the  jar  of  honey  and  oil.  It 
happened  that  the  jar  was  placed  on  a  shelf,  beneath  which  he  sate  with  it 
facing  him.  As  soon  as  his  staff  reached  the  jar,  it  broke  it,  and  let  out  the 
honey  and  oil  all  over  the  head  and  face  and  vest  and  hair  of  the  pious  man. 

HEMISTICH. 

Ami  all  tlirsr  sclumcs  at  once  difisolvcd  awav. 
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And  I  have  adduced  this  tale  in  order  that  thou  mayest  know  that  with- 
out positive  certainty  it  does  not  do  to  plunge  into  such  projects  as  these,  nor 
is  it  right  to  be  led  on  by  '  Would  that ! '  and  '  Perhaps/  and  '  Haply/  and  *  It 
may  be.'  They  have  said,  too,  that  when  any  one  takes  *  If,*  and  '  Perchance,' 
for  his  partner,  the  offspring  will  be  sure  to  be  '  Would  that  I  had  not !  * 

COUPLET. 

'  If,'  was  to  ^  It  may  be/  in  wedlock  given, 

The  child  that  spmng  from  them,  was,  ^  Would  to  heaven ! ' 

It  behoves  a  wise  man  not  to  base  his  proceedings  on  mere  imagination, 
nor  to  admit  into  his  heart  vain  thoughts,  which  resemble  the  ill-omened 
temptations  of  the  devil. 

STANZA. 

Long  years  we  schemed  that  in  time's  onward  coarse, 

Or  thuSf  or  thus,  should  be  the  issue — Then, 
Our  rule  in  such  a  region  should  have  force, 

Or  gold  or  silver  treasures  meet  our- ken ; 
At  length  we  learned  that  this  was  idle  thought, 
Grod's  will  alone  is  to  existence  brought.' 

The  Devotee  received  this  advice  with  the  ear  of  his  soul,  and  was  roused 
from  the  sleep  of  self-deceit,  and  abandoning  those  words,  no  longer  indulged 
in  unwarrantable  expectations.  JBut  when  the  time  of  gestation  was  con- 
cluded, and  the  period  of  the  imprisonment  of  the  fcetus  in  the  womb  was 
finished ;  a  son  of  fair  visage  and  lovely  form  was  bom,  such  that  the  tokens  of 
beauty  and  accomplishments  bespoke  his  perfection,  and  the  signs  of  admir- 
able gifts  shone  and  gleamed  on  the  forehead  of  his  condition.  The  Devotee 
beheld  the  mom  of  hope  begin  to  smile  &om  the  dawning-place  of  desire, 
and  the  nightingale  of  his  pleasure  commenced  singing  on  the  rose-shrub  of 

joy. 

COUPLET. 

A  fiEur  gem  from  the  boundless  sea  of  Grace,  was  brought  to  light, 
Upon  the  sky  of  Law  divine  a  new  star  glittered  bright. 

The  Devotee  indulged  in  raptures  at  the  beauty  of  his  son,  and  fulfilled  a 
variety  of  vows  which  he  had  made ;  and  girding  up  his  loins  in  attendance 
on  his  son's  cradle  night  and  day,  drew  through  other  matters  the  pen  of 
oblivion,  and  expended  all  his  energies  in  [promotingj  his  growth  and 
strength,  and  grace  and  freshness  and  vigor. 

COUFLST. 

How  long  shall  I  on  thee  bestow  my  breath  like  mom's  young  breeze  ? 
That  thou  mayest  blossom  like  a  rose,  to  gladden  and  to  please. 

One  day  the  mother  of  the  child  desiring  to  take  a  warm  bath  committed 
him,  with  many  injunctions,  to  the  care  of  his  father,  who,  besides,  had 
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nothing  else  then  to  do.  Some  time  passed,  and  a  confidential  person,  sent 
hy  the  king  of  the  country,  came  to  request  his  attendance,  and  there  was  no 
possihility  of  delay.  He  was,  of  necessity,  compelled  to  go  out  of  the  house. 
Now  they  had  an  Ichneumon,  in  whose  charge  they  left  the  house,  and 
through  him  their  minds  were  altogether  set  at  ease ;  and  he  used  to  display 
the  utmost  exertion  in  ridding  them  of  noxious  reptiles,  and  beasts  that  bite 
or  sting.  The  Devotee  came  out  and  left  the  Ichneumon  with  his  son.  To 
be  short,  no  sooner  had  he  left  tbe  house  than  a  large  snake  shewed  itself 
near  the  cradle.  When  the  Ichneumon  saw  that  dart-like,  armour-wearing 
snake,  and  that  malignant  creature  swift  to  wrath,  which,  when  quiescent, 
assumes  the  shape  of  circle-— that  arrowy-paced  reptile,  which  at  times,  like 
a  curved  bow,  joins  its  extremities,* — 

STANZA. 

Straight  as  a  dart,  anon,  like  buckler,  round  ; 
Anon  in  nooee-like  circles  flows  its  form  ^ ; 

No  cloud  within,  two  lightnings  forked  are  found,* 
No  sea,  but  wayes  roU  there — a  mimic  storm, 
making  for  the  cradle,  and  intending  to  kill  the  child,  it  leapt 
up,  and  seizing  his  throat,  imprisoned  him  in  the  ring  of  tbe  noose 
of  death;  and,  by  the  blessed  influence  of  its  defence,  the  boy  escaped 
from  that  whirlpool  of  destruction.  Shortly  after,  the  Devotee  returned, 
and  the  Ichneumon,  smeared  with  blood,  ran  to  meet  him,  in  exultation  at 
having  done  a  good  deed.  The  Devotee  imagined  that  it  had  killed  his 
son,  and  that  these  stains  were  from  his  blood.  The  fire  of  wrath  was 
kindled  in  the  stove  of  his  heart,  and  the  smoke  of  precipitation  entered 
the  aperture  of  his  brain;  and  his  reason,  through  the  murkiness  of  the 
fumes  of  rashness; — ^which  like  the  cloud  of  tyranny,  is  the  cause  of 
darkening  the  world, — covered  its  tace  with  the  veil  of  concealment.  Before 
inquiring  into  the  matter,  or  examining  into  the  real  state  of  the  case,  he 
smote  down  his  staff  on  the  Ichneumon,  and  broke  the  vertebrsB  of  its 
back,  and  knocked  its  head  into  the  casket  of  its  chest.  But  when  he 
entered  the  house  he  beheld  the  child  sleeping  in  safety  in  the  cradle,  and 
a  huge  serpent  lying  there  torn  in  pieces.  Then  the  smoke  of  remorse  ascended 
from  his  heart,  and  he  began  to  smite  his  breast  with  the  stone  of 
regret,  and  complaining  and  lamenting  said, 

COUFLET. 

Hereafter,  1  and  grief  are  one,  and  eyery  man  this  well  must  sec, 
For  me  to  haye  a  cheerful  heart,  impossible  and  strange  would  be. 


1  The  letter  \  alif  resembles  the  serpent  when  straight,  but  the  latter  when  coiled  up 

is  like  the  sign  ^  jazm,  which  denotes  that  the  letter  is  quieaeerU.    Such  is  the  meaning 
of  thii  frigid  metaphor. 

»  That  is,  ♦  the  tongue/ 
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Alas !  that  the  fire  of  this  distressing  accident  cannot  be  extingoished  by  the 
water  of  excuses,  and  that  the  dart  of  the  shame  of  this  troublous  transaction 
will  not  be  repelled  by  the  shield  of  extenuation.  What  unjust  action 
is  this  that  I  have  committed!  and  what  unsuitable  act  is  this  that  my 
hands  have  done ! 

OOUrLET. 

'TiB  right  that  I  my  blood  should  drink,  in  shame  for  this  distress, 
'Tis  fit  that  I  my  life  resign  for  this  a:ihappine88. 

Would  to  God  that  this  son  had  never  come  into  existence  from  nonentity, 
and  that  I  had  not  set  my  love  and  affections  upon  him!  so  that  this 
innocent  blood  would  not  have  been  shed  on  this  account,  and  I  should  not 
have  happened  to  embark  in  this  unholy  business.  And  what  answer  shall 
I  give  to  my  Creator  for  this,  that  I  have  causelessly  destroyed  one  that 
dwelt  in  the  same  house  with  me;  and  have  slain  the  guardian  of  my 
home,  and  the  protector  of  my  beloved  son,  without  reason  ?  And  what 
excuse  can  I  offer  to  my  fellow-creatures  for  this?  And,  hereafter,  the 
chain  of  censure  will  not  be  removed  from  my  neck,  and  the  writing  of 
infamy  will  never  be  obliterated  from  the  page  of  my  affairs. 

OOUFLET. 

My  name  an  ensign  is  for  all  reproach  and  calumny. 

Would  that  that  name  was  lost,  nor  sign  nor  trace  remained  of  me.' 

The  Devotee  writhed  under  these  thoughts,  and  wept  piteously  at  this 
distress  and  affliction ;  and  when  his  wife  returned  and  beheld  this  state  of 
things,  she  loosed  the  tongue  of  reproach  and  said, 

HEXISTICH. 

*  These  cruelties  I  never  knew  thee  use. 

Pray,  is  this  thy  thankfulness  for  the  divine  blessing  in  bestowing  on  thee 
thus,  by  an  unusual  mercy,  a  son  in  thine  old  age  ?  and  oughtest  thou  thus 
to  show  thy  gratitude  for  God*s  grace  in  delivcriDg  thy  darling  from  the 
deadly  wound  of  the  snake  ?  *  The  Devotee,  with  a  loud  exclamation  of 
sorrow,  replied,  *  Dear  friend !  speak  not  to  me  thus, 

HEMISTICH. 

For  questions  pang  me,  and  replies  abash. 

I,  too,  am  aware  that  I  have  been  neglectful  in  the  performance  of  the 
thanks  due  to  God,  and  in  the  recognition  of  the  value  of  His  inestimable 
benefits;  and  that  I  have  swerved  from  the  straight  path  of  patience, 
which  is  the  road  of  those  who  travel  in  the  way  of  *  Let  God  ahne  he  thy 
stay  r  And  now,  by  reason  of  my  impatience  and  unthankfulness,  I  am 
neither  named  in  the  register  of  the  enduring,  nor  inscribed  in  the  page 
of  the  grateful,  and  thy  reproach  at  the  present  moment  is  like  a  sting 
inflicted  on  a  part  tdready  wounded;  or  using  salt  as  the  ointrai^nt  for  a  sore. 
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OOtTFLET. 

When  lovers*  hearts  are  rent  in  pieces,  tauntings,  added  to  their  woe, 
Are  like  wounds  with  sahre  given,  which  with  the  needle's  point  they  sew.' 

The  wife  said,  'Thou  speakest  truth,  there  is  no  advantage,  now,  in 
reproaches,  and  from  this  action  that  thou  hast  done,  there  is  this  experience 
to  he  gleaned,  that  the  conclusion  of  rashness  is  repentance  and  shame ;  that 
levity  and  instability,  in  all  matters,  is  reprehensible ;  and  that  he  who  acts 
precipitately,  is  sure  to  be  excluded  from  his  object. 

COUPLET. 

From  Ahramon  ^  ill  deeds  and  rashness  came ; 
These  pang  the  spirit  and  afflict  the  frame. 

And  thou  art  not  the  only  one  that  has  fallen  into  this  snare  and  opened  this 
door  of  mischief  upon  himself;  for  ere  this,  many  such  occurrences  have 
happened,  and  innumerable  similar  incidents  have  taken  place.  Thus  I  have 
heard  that  a  King  put  his  xmoffending  Hawk  to  death,  and  for  years  his 
heart  was  consumed  with  the  fire  of  regret,  and  his  breast  inflamed  with 
the  burning  of  repentance.'     The  devotee  asked,  *  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  ni. 

She  said,  'They  have  related  that  in  ancient  times ^  there  was  a  King 
fond  of  hunting.  He  was  ever  giving  reins  to  the  courser  of  his  desire  in 
the  pursuit  of  game,  and  was  always  casting  the  lasso  of  gladness  over  the 
neck  of  sport.  Now  this  King  had  a  Hawk,  who  at  a  single  flight  could 
bring  down  the  Sfmurgh  from'  the  peak  of  Kif,'  and  in  terror  of  whose  claws 
the  constellation  Aquila  kept  himself  close  in  the  green  nest  of  the  sky. 

VBRSE. 

When  that  bold  falcon  stretched  his  pinions  wide, 
Heaven's  bosom  was  pierced  through  with  dread ; 

When  to  the  sky  with  upward  flight  he  hied, 
The  eagle  of  the  spheres  his  feathers  shed. 

And  the  King  had  a  prodigious  fondness  for  this  Hawk,  and  always  cared 
for  it  with  his  own  hands.  It  happened  that  one  day  the  Monarch,  holding 
the  Hawk  on  his  hand,  had  gone  to  the  chase.  A  stag  leapt  up  before  him 
and  he  galloped  after  it  with  the  utmost  eagerness.  But  he  did  not  succeed  in 
coming  up  with  it,  and  became  separated  from  his  retinue  and  servants ;  and 
though  some  of  them  followed  him,  the  king  rode  so  hotly  that  the  morning 
breeze— which  in  the  twinkling  of  the  eye  encircles  the  world— -could  not 
have  reached  the  dust  he  raised,  nor  could  the  north  wind  in  spite  of  its 
velocity,  attain  to  the  dust  of  his  horse's  hoo&. 


^  The  spirit  of  evil,  according  to  the  creed  of  the  fire-worshippers. 

>  The  heading  of  this  story  has  been  omitted  in  the  index  of  the  printed  edition. 

'  Mount  Caucasus. 
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OOUPLBT. 

Unmeasared  hta  thy  swiftness  been :  So  swift,  no  trace  of  thee  is  seen ! 

Meantime  the  fire  of  his  thirst  was  kindled,  and  the  intense  desire  to  drink 
overcame  the  King.  He  galloped  his  steed  in  every  direction,  and  traversed 
the  desert  and  the  waste  in  eearch  of  water,  imtil  he  reached  the  skirt  of  a 
mountain,  and  beheld  that  from  its  summit  limpid  water  was  trickling.  The 
King  drew  forth  a  cup  which  he  had  in  his  quiver,  and  riding  under  the 
mountain  filled  the  cup  with  that  water,  which  fell  drop  by  drop,  and  was  about 
to  take  a  draught,  when  the  Hawk  made  a  blow  with  his  wing,  and  spilled  all 
the  water  in  the  goblet.  The  King  was  vexed  at  that  action,  but  held  the  cup 
a  second  time  under  the  rock  until  it  was  brimful.  He  then  raised  it  to  his 
lips  again,  and  again  the  Hawk  made  a  movement  and  overthrew  the  cup. 

HSMIBTICH. 

Brought  to  the  lip  they  then  forbid  the  drsoght. 

The  King,  rendered  impatient  by  thirst,  dashed  the  Hawk  on  the  ground,  and 
killed  it.  Shortly  after  a  stiirup-holder  ^  of  the  King  came  up  and  saw  the 
Hawk  dead,  and  the  King  athirst.  He  then  undid  a  water-vessel '  from  his 
saddle-cord,  and  washed  the  cup  clean,  and  was  about  to  give  the  King  to 
drink.  The  latter  bade  him  ascend  the  mountain,  as  he  had  the  strongest 
inclination  for  the  pure  water  which  trickled  from  the  rock ;  and  could  not 
wait  to  collect  it  in  the  cup,  drop  by  drop,  and  therefore  he  desired  the 
attendant  to  fill  a  cup  with  it,  and  come  down.  The  stirrup-holder  ascended 
the  mountain  and  beheld  a  spring  like  the  eye  of  hard-hearted  misers,  giving 
out  a  drop  at  a  time  with  a  hundred  stintings ;  and  a  huge  serpent  lay  dead 
on  the  margin  of  the  fountain ;  and  as  the  heat  of  the  sun  had  taken  e£fect 
upon  it,  the  poisonous  saliva  mixed  with  the  water  of  that  mountain,  and  it 
trickled  drop  by  drop  down  the  rock.  The  stirrup-holder  was  overcome  with 
horror,  and  came  down  from  the  mountain  bewildered,  and  represented  the 
state  of  the  case,  and  gave  the  king  a  cup  of  cold  water  from  his  ewer.  The 
latter  raised  the  cup  to  his  lips,  and  his  eyes  overflowed  with  tears. 

COUPLET. 

A  little  water  then  he  drank ;  the  burnings  of  his  heart  were  stopped ; 
The  fluid  that  his  lips  imbibed,  back  firom  his  flooding  eyelids  dropped. 

The  attendant  asked  the  reason  of  his  weeping.  The  king  drew  a  cold  sigh 
from  his  anguished  heart,  and  said, 

OOUPLET. 

'  So  deep  my  grief,  that  I  to  none  can  tell  the  secret  of  my  woes ; 
And  yet  my  tale  is  such,  that  I  must  still  my  lips  perforce  undose.' 


^  The  rikdhddr  is  a  running  footman,  who  sometimes  assists  himself  when  the  pace  is 
great,  or  the  journey  long,  by  holding  the  stirrup  of  tiie  grandee  whom  he  attends. 

>  The  miiharah  is  a  yessel  with  a  spout  from  which  they  pour  water  in  makiBg  their 
ablutions. 
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He  tkcn  related  in  full  (ihe  story  of  the  Hawk  and  the  spilling  of  the  water 
in  the  cup,  and  said,  '  I  grieve  for  the  death  of  the  Hawk,  and  bemoan  my 
own  deed  in  that  without  inquiry  I  have  deprived  a  creature,  so  dear  to  me, 
of  life.'  The  attendant  replied,  '  This  Hawk  protected  thee  from  a  great  peril, 
and  has  established  a  claim  to  the  gratitude  of  all  the  people  of  this  country. 
It  would  have  been  better  if  the  King  had  not  been  precipitate  in  slaying  it, 
and  had  quenched  the  fire  of  wrath  with  the  water  of  mildness,  and  had 
turned  back  the  reins  of  the  courser  of  his  passions  with  the  vigor  of 
endurance,  and  had  not  transgressed  the  monition  of  the  wise,  who  have  said, 

OOUPLKT. 

Do  not  the  courser  of  thyself  so  strain, 

That  thou  canst  not,  at  will,  draw  in  the  rein/ 

The  King  replied,  *  I  repent  of  this  unseemly  action,  but  my  repentance  is 
now  unavailing,  and  the  wound  of  this  sorrow  cannot  be  healed  by  any 
salve ;  and  as  long  as  I  live  I  shall  retain  on  my  bosom  the  scar  of  this 
regret,  and  lacerate  the  visage  of  my  feelings  with  the  nail  of  remorse. 

HEMISTICH. 

What  can  I  do  ?  the  deed  was  mine :  for  self-made  ills  there  is  no  cure.' 

And  I  have  adduced  this  story  in  order  that  it  may  be  known  that  many 
such  incidents  have  occurred,  where,  through  the  disastrous  resulte  of  pre- 
cipitetion,  men  have  fallen  into  the  whirlpool  of  repentance ;  and,  owing  to 
their  ■  abandonment  of  deliberate  and  cautious  procedure,  have  sunk  in  the 
vortex  of  calamity. 

VXBBB. 

Men  without  gravity  soon  pass  away. 

Man's  nature  should  be  stable  as  a  rock. 
Soon  does  the  lightning's  sudden  flash  decay ; 

And  base  minds  only  cannot  bear  a  shock. 
And  he  who  acts  in  haste  unthinkingly, 
Crushed  by  disaster's  stone  his  glory's  base  shall  be.' 

The  Devotee  replied,  *  0  partner  of  my  Hfe,  and  ornament  of  my  exist- 
ence !  thou  hast  consoled  me  with  this  story,  and  salved  my  wounded  heart. 
And  I  know  that  I  have  many  to  share  with  me  this  guilt ;  and  just  as  their 
stories  have  been  recorded  on  the  page  of  time,  so  shall  my  tale  also  be 
narrated.  So  that,  whoever  is  incautious  in  his  actions,  and  participates  not 
in  the  advantages  of  gravity  and  placidity,  may  be  warned  by  this  narrative, 
and  derive  a  salutary^  lesson  from  this  history. 

This  is  the  story  of  one  who,  without  deliberation,  carries  the  intention 
of  doing  anything  into  execution,  and  engages  in  a  matter  without  thought. 
And  it  behoves  a  man  of  xmderstanding  to  make  experience  his  guide,  and  to 


1  Observe  this  somewhat  unusual  sense  of  Utibdr, 
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furbish  the  mirror  of  his  judgment  with  the  directions  of  sages  and  the 
admonitions  of  the  wise;  and  on  all  occasions  to  incline  towards  reflection  and 
counsel,  and  to  turn  away  from  the  path  of  rashness  and  levity,  in  order 
that  good  fortune  and  prosperity  may,  in  abundant  and  successiye  waves, 
reach  the  shore  of  his  happiness,  and  the  help  of  wel£EU«  and  good  gifts  may 
be  added  to  his  virtues  and  courage. 

STANZA. 

Wouldst  thou  bear  off  the  ball  of  joy  with  efforts  crooked  hot, 

Then  to  the  hand  of  patience  thou  thy  heart's  reins  yield. 
Urge  not  the  courser  of  neglect  on  hurry's  plain,  for  that 

Will  hurl  thee  down  at  last,  disgraced  upon  the  field. 
Haste  thee  will  into  peril  plunge — ^that,  though  a  century 

Thou  strugglest  on,  thou  never  wilt  thyself  thence  free. 
Then  he  not  rash,  nor  from  the  glass  of  calmness  turn  thine  eye. 

For  wisdom  can  in  calm  and  patience  only  he.' 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

OF  VIGILANCE  AND  DELIBERATION,  AND  OF  ESCAPING  FROM 

THE  INJURIES  OF  FOES.i 

INTBODUCTION. 

The  king  said,  '  I  have  heard  the  story  of  a  person  who  thoughtlessly  and 
unreflectingly  threw  himself  into  the  sea  of  regret  and  repentance,  and 
through  impatience  and  want  of  endurance,  was  caught  in  the  snare  of 
penitence  and  remorse.  N'ow,  if  convenient,  detail  to  me  the  purport  of  the 
Seventh  Precept ;  and  narrate  the  story  of  a  person  captured  by  his  enemies ; 
and  explain  the  history  of  one  surrounded  by  powerful  foes,  both  on  the  left 
and  on  the  right,  and  before  and  behind,  and  against  whom  many  opponents 
have  risen  up,  who,  rushing  upon  him,  cut  him  off  on  all  sides.  Thus 
he  beholds  himself  in  the  claws  of  destruction  and  the  grasp  of  ruin,  and 
deems  it  requisite  to  form  a  connection  and  Mendship  with  one  of  them ; 
nay,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  and  agreement  with  him,  in  order  to  escape  safely. 
Say  how  shall  he  advance  in  this  matter?  and  when,  by  the  aid  and 
assistance  of  one  of  his  enemies,  he  obtains  liberation  from  that  calamity, 
how  is  he  to  fulfil  his  promise  ?  And  after  having  made  the  first  courteous 
overtures,  by  what  contrivance  is  he  to  keep  open  the  path  of  concord?' 
The  Brdhman  replied,  'In  general,  Mendship  and  enmity  are  not  durable, 
because  they  are  for  the  most  part  accidental,  and  that  which  is  accidental 
quickly  perishes.  Consequently  many  friendships  decrease  with  the  lapse 
of  time ;  nay,  become  entirely  annihilated.  In  the  same  manner  enmities, 
too,  change  and  become  erased  from  the  tablet  of  the  breast.  The  affection 
and  animosity  of  the  people  of  this  world  are  like  the  clouds  of  spring, 
which  sometimes  pour  down,  and  at  other  times  withhold  their  showers; 
they  have,  therefore,  no  permanence  nor  stability. 

QUATRAIN. 

Whene'er  my  heart  to  friendship  turned,  on  near 

Inspection  the  sought  friend  an  enemy 
Was  found.    So  worldly  hate  is  changeful  here 

Nor  on  our  worldly  friends  can  we  rely. 

There  is  as  little  dependence  to  be  placed  on  the  love  and  hatred  of  man- 
kind, as  on  the  partiality  of  a  prince,  the  beauty  of  the  fair,  the  voices  of 


2  £ 
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yonng  smgers,  the  fidelity  of  women,  the  fiiyor  of  the  deranged,  ^  the 
generosity  of  the  drunken,  the  attachment  of  the  populace,  or  the  flattery 
of  foes;  for  in  none  of  these  can  you  place  any  reliance,  nor  can  you  set 
your  heart  upon  their  duration. 

COXTFLBT. 

'Tifl  pleasant,  promises  of  love  with  Mends  to  alternate. 
But  what  arails  it  ?  for  to  them  is  no  abiding  state. 

For  there  have  been  many  Mendships  which,  after  reaching  the  very  extreme 
of  imion  and  attachment,  and,  after  being  founded  in  sincere  and  pure 
attachment,  and  mounting  in  the  course  of  time  to  the  very  pinnacle  of  heaven, 
have  been,  by  some  fatal  misfortune,'  changed  from  the  most  unalloyed 
affection  to  the  extreme  of  hate,  while  their  moisture  was  dried  up  by  the 
scorching  wind  of  separation.  Again,  long  animosities  and  hereditary  quanels 
may  be  annihilated  by  a  little  kindness,  and  a  foundation  of  friendship  laid 
and  strengthened  in  an  excellent  manner.  Hence  it  is  that  men  of  under- 
standing do  not  give  up  treating  an  enemy  with  courtesy,  nor  at  once  cut 
off  all  hopes  of  reconciliation.  Neither  do  they  place  implicit  reliance  upon 
every  friendship,  nor  feel  perfect  security  and  confidence  therein.  And  of  the 
perfect  sayings,  which  have  flowed  from  the  source  of  the  Great  Prophecy, 
this  significatory  sentence  is  one  that  has  been  honored  by  manifestation, 
*  Lwe  thy  friend  moderately^  not  to  the  very  extreme.^ 

STANZA. 

Friendship  should  ne'er  be  so  exactly  true, 

That  not  a  hair  could  find  its  way  betwixt. 
So  hatred,  too  intense,  we  should  eschew. 

Keeping  it  with  a  dash  of  kindness  mixed. 
He  that  is  equable  in  mind  will  move 
Justly  between  extremes  of  hate  and  lore. 

Wherefore,  as  it  is  well  known  that  small  confidence  is  to  be  placed  in  the 
friendship  or  animosity  of  mankind,  it  behoves  a  wise  and  prudent  man  not 
to  reject  the  overtures  of  an  enemy  to  reconciliation  and  friendship,  which 
may  be  the  means  of  averting  evils  and  of  attracting  benefits ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  he  should  make  use  of  every  means  in  his  power,  as  the  exigencies 
of  the  moment  may  require,  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  purpose — ^in  order 
that  by  happy  influence  of  foresight  and  reflection,  the  door  of  good-fortune 
may  be  opened  and  the  moon  of  prosperity  dawn  from  the  horizon  of  success. 
And  of  the  various  examples  which  have  been  quoted  on  this  subject,  that  of 
the  Bat  and  Cat  is  one.'     The  king  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 


^  Stewart  translates, '  the  favor  of  ministers/    He  must,  therefare  have  read  dhoih^dn  for 
the  dkodnagdn  of  the  editions  and  of  the  MSS.  in  my  possession. 

*  lit.,  *  wounded  eye.' 
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STORY  I. 

He  said,  '  They  have  related  that  in  the  wildemess  of  Bard'a,  there  was  a 
tree,  which  in  height  snipassed  all  trees,  and  was  pre-eminent  in  the  forest 
by  its  size  and  firmness. 

OOTTFLBT. 

Trees  that  bear  froit  best  decorate  The  garden,  and  enrich  its  state. 

And  under  the  tree  was  the  hole  of  a  Bat  of  greedy  nature  and  subtle 
disposition,  sagacious  and  sharp-witted,  who  by  a  single  deliberation  could 
loose  a  thousand  knots  of  difficulty,  >  and  in  a  half-instant  could  devise  a 
himdred  yaiious  artifices. 

COUFLBT. 

Rich  in  expedients  and  in  joggling  lore, 

That  rat  saw  schemes  a  hundred  years  before. 

And  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  tree,  a  Cat,  too,  had  its  abode,  and 
sportsmen  used  very  frequently  to  resort  thither  and  spread  their  nets  in  the 
vicinity.  One  day  a  hunter  spread  his  net  close  to  that  tree,  and  &stened  a 
little  flesh  in  the  front  of  it.  The  greedy  Cat,  unaware  of  that  circumstance, 
came  on  the  scent  towards  the  flesh,  and,  before  its  teeth  could  reach  it,  its 
neck  was  caught  in  the  meshes  of  the  net. 

QUATRAIN. 

'Tis  greed  that  does  enmesh  all  living ;  greed 
That  makes  ns  follow  most  unrighteons  gain ; 

Greed  robs  all  creatures  of  the  rest  they  need, 
And  steeps  their  being  in  perpetual  pain. 

In  short,  the  Bat,  too,  in  quest  of  food,  came  from  its  hole,  and  cast  its  eyes 
cautiously  all  around,  and  looked  to  the  right  and  left,  and  down  and  up. 
Suddenly  its  eyes  lighted  on  the  Cat ;  but  although  its  sight  waxed  dim  on 
beholding  it  and  its  hope  of  old  age  and  continued  existence  was  attenuated, 
it  was  nevertheless  not  dismayed,^  and  looked  well  in  that  direction.  It 
then  observed  that  the  Cat  was  entangled  in  the  bonds  of  calamity,  and 
returned  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  sportsman,  and  expressed  its  gratitude  for 
the  captivity  of  the  Cat.  All  at  once  it  perceived  an  ichneumon  crouching 
in  ambush,  and  with  the  arrow  of  attack  fitted  to  the  bow  of  preparation. 
It  then  turned  towards  a  tree  and  beheld  a  raven,  which  from  the  top  of  the 
tree  meditated  pouncing  upon  it.  So  the  Eat  was  overpowered  with  terror 
and  fear,  and  dismay  and  dread  got  the  mastery  over  it. 

COXTFLET. 

Ah !  for  my  hapless  fortune !  onward,  still,  It  leads  me  where  I  find  a  greater '  iU. 

The  Eat  bethought  himself,  '  If  I  advance,  the  Cat  will  seize  me,  and  if  I  go 


^  Obserre  the  phrase  dil  mjd  burdanj  *  to  be  dismayed.' 

>  I  read  with  the  MSB.  and  Stewart  biahtar  for  the  pishtar  of  the  editions. 

2  E  2 
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back  the  idmeumoii  will  fasten  on  me,  and  if  I  stop  where  I  am,  the  raven 
will  pounce  on  me.  What  shall  I  do,  then,  in  this  calamitous  position  ?  and 
by  what  stratagem  avert  this  danger  ?  To  whom  shall  I  tcU  my  distressfdl 
story  ?  and  from  whom  seek  a  medicine  for  my  irremediable  woe  ? 

COUPLET. 

I  have  no  confidant  from  whom  to  ask  advice  in  my  affairs, 
No  sympathiser  whom  to  tell  my  weary  bosom's  cares. 

Now  the  doors  of  calamity  are  open,  and  the  road  to  the  halting-place  of 
safety  very  fkr  and  distant.  Yarious  perils  have  unveiled  their  face,  and  the 
path  of  retreat  is  closed.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  I  must  keep  up  my 
heart  and  fix  my  eyes  on  the  road  of  liberation,  for  the  cup-bearer,  fortune,  if 
he  sometimes  gives  us  to  taste  a  draught  of  the  beverage  of  our  desire,  at 
other  times  mixes  the  poison  of  his  wrath  with  the  sharbat  of  happiness. 

COUPLET. 

Fate*8  cup-bearer  changes  often,  thou  thy  sorrows  then  assuage, 
Now  he  gives  the  wine  of  favor,  now  the  bitter  dregs  of  rage. 

A  man  of  firm  courage  is  he  who  does  not  suffer  his  lip  to  laugh  with  joy 
when  arraying  himself  in  the  robe  of  good-fortune,  nor  permits  the  eye  of 
grief  to  shed  the  tear  of  regret  at  drinking  the  draught  of  trouble. 

COUPLET. 

Grieve  not,  nor  let  thy  heart  be  glad  at  this  world's  joy  or  sorrow, 
For  know !  the  scene  that  now  seems  fixed,  aye  changes  on  the  morrow. 

Now,  there  is  no  better  refuge  for  me  in  this  whirlpool  of  calamity,  than  the 
shade  of  good  sense,  nor  any  kinder  friend  than  the  teacher  of  wisdom.  And 
whoever  possesses  a  strong  mind,  does  not  allow  terror  to  £nd  ^cees  to 
it,  nor  suffers  dread  and  alarm  to  encompass  his  heart.  And  from  the 
saying  of  the  sages,  it  is  to  be  learned  that  the  minds  of  men  of  understanding 
should  be  like  the  sea,  the  measure  of  the  depth  of  which  cannot  be  known, 
and  whose  bottom  can  only  be  reached  by  divers  of  experience.  And  whatever 
secret  or  confidential  things  fall  into  it,  they  never  reappear,  and,  however 
vast  the  torrent  of  calamity  and  disaster  which  flows  into  it,  its  capacity  is 
sufficient  to  contain  it,  and  the  signs  of  discoloration  are  not  perceptible  in  it. 
For  if  trouble  reach  such  a  point  as  to  obscure  the  understanding,  and 
despondency  affect  the  mind  to  siich  a  degree  that  the  intellect  is  overpowered, 
men  become  incapable  of  deliberation,  and  the  advantaf!;eous  influences  of 
experience  and  sagacity  fail  them. 

STANZA. 

Tha^  man  is  firm  whoso  will  no  shocks  can  break. 

Though  round  the  earth  he  wander  like  the  sky. 
Him,  like  the  Simurgh,  tempests  cannot  shake, 

His  stubborn  thoughts  the  hurricane  defy. 
Nor  like  the  sparrow  at  the  feeble  breath 
Of  pimy  blow-pipe  will  he  sink  to  death. 
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'  But  whoever  permits  a  variety  of  doubts  to  find  way  to  him,  and  suffers  the 
suggestions  of  '  Perhaps'  and  '  Perchance'  to  agitate  his  bosom,  the  basis  of  his 
counsel  is  ruined,  and  the  market  of  his  deliberations  and  reflections  is  marred. 
Let  him  look  as  much  as  he  will  into  the  mirror  of  his  heart,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  disturbed  and  darkened  by  the  rust  of  doubt,  he  cannot  see  in  it  the  face  of 
his  desired  object,  and  however  much  he  peruses  the  tablet  of  reflection,  as 
the  eye  of  his  vision  is  dimmed  by  the  ophthalmia  of  vain  femcies,  he  cannot 
read  from  it  the  writing  of  his  wish.  And  on  this  head  an  eminent  authority 
has  said, 

STANZA. 

*  Striye  to  be  resolute ;  half  measures  shun : 

For  from  weak  doubts,  a  hundred  dangers  rise. 
A  firm  mind  mirrors  clear  what's  to  be  done, 

But  troubled  waters  cheat  the  gazers*  eyes.' 

"No  measure  will  suit  me  better  than  to  make  peace  with  the  Cat,  for  in  the 
extremity  of  danger  he  stands  in  need  of  my  assistance;  and  just  as  I  see  a 
prospect  of  being  delivered  from  these  perils  by  his  aid,  so  he,  too,  will  be 
rescued  from  that  imprisonment  by  my  help  and  friendly  offices.  Now  if 
the  Cat  will  listen  to  my  words  with  the  ear  of  understanding,  and  will 
make  use  of  a  wise  discrimination,  and  place  confidence  in  the  sincerity  of 
what  I  say,  and  not  impute  it  to  cunning  hypocrisy  and  deceit,  and  believe 
it  pure  of  the  evil  mixture  of  wiliness  and  imposture,  and  the  disgrace  of 
dissimulation  and  interested  motives,  we  may  both  effect  our  escape  through 
the  blessing  of  uprightness  and  unanimity,  and  my  other  enemies,  being 
disappointed  of  their  expectations,  will  go,  each  of  them,  about  his  business.^ 

HEMISTICH. 

When  friends  are  with  us,  bid  our  foemen  wait.' 

Then,,  after  these  reflections,  the  Eat  approached  the  Cat,  and  asked  him  what 
was  the  matter  }    The  Cat  answered  in  a  doleful  voice, 

COUPLET. 

*  We  grieve, — bear  witness  to  our  inward  pangs, 
Parched  lip,  and  drop  that  from  our  eyelid  hangs. 

I  have  a  body  imprisoned  in  the  fetters  of  distress,  and  a  heart  consumed 
with  the  flame  of  suffering  and  affiction.'     The  Rat  replied, 

COUPLET. 

'  I  have  a  secret,  but  to  tell  thee  it,^  Time  presses,  and  I  find  no  season  fit.' 


J  Obserre  the  phrase  pai-i  kdri  ffiriftan,  *  to  go  about  one's  business ;'  and  a  little  lower 
in  the  hemistich,  pai-i  kdri  nishastan,  which,  according  to  Stewart,  signifies  '  to  wait  one's 
leisure.' 

'  Stewart  translates,  *  I  am  acquainted  with  a  secret,  unknown  to  thy  mouth.'  He  takes 
bd  dihdn  with  nihdnij  and  is  thus  compelled  to  give  an  unusual  meaning  to  bd.  In  any  case, 
the  bd  dihdn  comes  in  very  awkwardly,  unless  we  suppose  that  a  lover  is  speaking,  and  the 
secret  message  is  a  kiss. 
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The  Cat  said,  with  the  ntmoBt  humility, '  Utter  without  ceremony  whatever 
occurs  to  thy  mind,  and  it  behoves  thee  not  to  admit  of  any  delay  by  sap- 
pressing  it.'  The  Eat  answered,  *  Never  did  any  hearer  hear  aught  from  me 
but  the  truth,  and  falsehoods  meet  with  no  acceptance  in  men's  hearts.' 
£now,  therefore,  that  I  have  always  rejoiced  at  thy  distress,  and  have  ever 
regarded  thy  disappointment  as  the  source  of  my  own  happiness ;  and  my 
prayers  have  always  been  expended  for  thy  loss  and  ruin.  To-day,  however, 
I  ani  thy  partner  in  misfortune,  and  I  have  projected  a  means  of  escape  for 
myself,  which  involves  thy  release  also ;  and  for  this  cause  I  am  now  thy 
friend,  and  knock  at  the  door  of  reconciliation. 

OOUPLBT. 

This  friendship  mingles  selfish  ends,  'tis  true ; 
Tet  ends  that  good  to  thee,  not  haim,  will  do. 

And  it  cannot  remain  hidden  from  thy  understanding  and  sagacity  that  I  am 
now  speaking  the  truth,  and  that  in  speaking  thus  I  can  have  no  feeling  of 
treachery,  nor  any  bad  intention.  Moreover  I  will  produce  two  witnesses  to 
the  sincerity  of  my  purpose ;  one  is  the  ichneumon,  which  is  crouching  in 
ambush  behind  me,  and  the  other  the  raven,  which  is  on  the  look-out  for  me 
at  the  top  of  the  tree,  and  both  of  them  have  the  same  object,  that  is  my 
destruction.'  As  soon,  however,  as  I  draw  nigh  to  thee  their  hopes  will  be 
averted  from  me,  and  the  desire  of  each  of  them  will  be  altogether  cut  off. 
If  thou  wilt  set  my  mind  at  ease,  and  give  me  a  solemn  promise  sufficient  to 
tranquilize  my  heart,  I  will  escape  under  the  shadow  of  thy  good-fortune. 
Thus  both  my  object  will  be  attained  and  thy  bonds  too  will  be  severed. 

HEICISTICH. 

This  fact  will  benefit  both  me  and  thee.' 

The  Gat,  after  hearing  these  words,  fell  into  thought,  and  was  immersed 
in  a  sea  of  reflection,  wishing  to  measure  all  the  sides  and  parts  of  this 
discourse  with  the  step  of  consideration,  and  to  test  the  purity  of  this  pro- 
position with  the  touchstone  of  deliberation.  The  Eat  saw  that  time  pressed 
excessively,  and  that  the  Cat  was  busying  himself  with  prudential  con- 
siderations. He  therefore  called  out,  '  Listen  to  my  words,  and  rely  on  the 
goodness  of  my  disposition,  and  the  purity  of  my  intentions,  and, 
accepting  my  kindness,  no  longer  delay.  Por  a  wise  man  does  not  suffer 
himself  to  hesitate  in  action,  and  regards  procrastination  in  important 
matters  as  inadmissible. 

HEICISTICH. 

Be  not  remiss,  but  prize  the  time  to  act. 


1  Stewart  renders,  'Falsehood  possesses  no  estimation  in  my  breast;'  bnt  as  dUhd  is 
plural^  I  have  rendered  it  as  aboTe.  Literally  the  sentence  is,  *  To  a  fialse  word  in  hearts 
there  is  no  illumination. 

'  Damdr  az  nihad-i  man  bar  dvardan,  lit. :  *  To  bring  ruin  out  of  my  nature.' 
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Just  as  I  rejoice  in  thy  fidelity,  do  thou  also  be  pleased  [at  the  opportunity 
of]  prolonging  my  existence ;  for  the  deliyerance  of  each  of  us  is  dependant 
on  the  surviying  of  the  other ;  and  my  case  and  thine  is  exactly  like  that  of 
the  boat  and  the  boatman,  for  the  boat  reaches  the  shore  by  the  exertions 
of  the  boatman,  and  the  boatman  performs  his  business  with  the  aid  of  the 
boat  Now,  my  sincerity  will  be  shewn  by  trying  it,  and  my  haste  is 
simply  lest  the  opportunity  be  lost. 

HEMISTICH. 

I  fear  that  f&te  will  give  no  respite  more. 

And  I  think  that  it  is  clear  to  thy  heart  that  my  words  are  not  wanting  in 
corresponding  deeds,  and  that  my  actions  preponderate  over  my  promises. 
Kow  I  have  given  a  promise  of  Mendship,  and  I  will  faithfully  perform  it,  and 
do  thou  also  nod  thy  head  in  assent,  and  declare  thy  compliance. 

Sign,  for  our  eyes  attend  expectant  now,       Upon  the  comers  of  that  archkl  brow.' 

The  Cat  hearkened  to  the  words  of  the  Eat,  and  beholding  the  beauty  of 
truth  on  the  pages  of  his  condition,  rejoiced,  and  said  to  the  Bat,  'Thy 
words  seem  true,  and  &om  the  tenor  of  thy  discourse  comes  the  odor  of 
sincerity.  I  therefore  accept  this  compact,  and  listen  with  the  ear  of  my 
soul  to  the  word  of  God,  (may  His  Name  be  glorified !)  who  said,  *  Peace  U 
goad,^  and  I  will  not  overstep  the  purport  of  this  saying, 

aUATRADT. 

'  While  peace  is  possible,  so  long,  knock  not 

Upon  war's  door,  and  while  thou  mayest  seek 
For  honor,  shun  an  ignominious  lot. 

Break  not  love's  ewer,  but  to  all  be  meek.' 

And  I  hope  that  by  the  auspicious  influence  of  sincere  friendship  both 
parties  will  be  liberated,  and  I  take  upon  myself  the  duty  of  requiting  and 
recompensing  this  favour,  and  accept  the  obligation  of  being  thankful  to  all 
time  for  this  kindness.  And  I,  too,  after  the  same  fiishion  that  thou  hast 
promised,  plight  my  troth,  and  my  hope  is, 

HBIOSTICH. 

To  quite  fulfil  this  promise  I  haye  made. 

Now,  say  what  I  must  do,  and  how  I  must  conduct  myself  towards  thee  ?' 
The  Bat  replied,  '  When  I  approach  thee  thou  must  observe  towards  me  the 
utmost  reverence  ai^d  becoming  respect,  that  my  foes,  by  observing  that,  may 
be  acquainted  with  the  confirmation  of  the  ties  of  social  converse  and  sincere 
friendship  between  us,  and  may  so  retire  baffled  and  discomfited.  Then  I, 
with  my  mind  free  from  care,  will  remove  the  bonds  from  thy  feet.'  The 
Cat  assented  to  this  arrangement,  and  the  Bat  advanced  with  the  utmost 
confidence.     Then  the  Cat  displayed  all  the  forms  of  friendly  and  respectful 
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salutation,  and  addressed  him  most  cordially,  and  observed  towards  liim  a 
variety  of  courtesies  and  iiigratiating  and  flattering  ceremonies.  When  the 
ichneumon  and  raven  beheld  this  state  of  things,  they  abandoned  all  thoughts 
of  making  prey  of  the  Eat  and  departed.  As  soon  as  the  Bat,  owing  to  the 
protection  of  the  Cat,  was  delivered  from  those  two  perilous  enemies,  he 
began  to  sever  the  bonds,  and  fell  into  reflection  how  to  escape  fix)m  the  mesh 
of  a  third  calamity,  and  he  commenced  his  work  slowly.  The  Cat  sagaciously 
discerned  that  the  Bat  had  fallen  into  long  and  protracted  thought.  He 
feared  lest  he  should  make  off  without  severing  the  meshes,  and  leave  him 
tied  by  the  leg.  He  therefore  began  to  expostulate  with  him  in  a  friendly 
manner,  and  said,  *  Thou  hast  soon  become  weary,  and  my  confldence  in  the 
fervor  of  thy  professions  and  the  goodness  of  thy  disposition  was  very  opposite 
to  this.  Kow  that  thou  hast  gained  thy  object,  and  hast  been  successfdl  in 
the  wish  of  thy  heart,  thou  seemest  to  be  lax  in  fulfilling  thy  engagements, 
and  art  meditating  some  means  of  evading  the  discharge  of  thy  obligations. 
Por  my  part,  I  have  long  known  that  fidelity  is  a  medicine  not  to  be  found 
in  the  shop  of  the  druggists  of  this  age ;  and  that  sincerity  is  a  gain  not  to  be 
met  with  in  the  treasures  of  the  present  time ;  and  that  good  faith  is  a  second 
Sfmurgh,  of  which  but  the  name  exists ;  and  that  gratitude  resembles  the 
philosopher's  stone,  the  truth  of  which  no  one  has  ever  ascertained. 

OOUPLBT. 

Seek  not  fidelity.    From  none  thou  wilt  now  hear  its  name  : 
To  search  for  the  elixir  or  the  Slmurgh  were  the  same.' 

The  Bat  answered,  '  God  forbid  that  I  should  mark  the  face  of  my  con- 
dition with  the  brand  of  infidelity,  and  enter  the  good  name,  which  I  have 
through  so  long  an  interval  acquired,  in  the  volume  of  the  breakers  of 
promises.  I  well  know  that  fidelity  is  the  ladder  of  ambition,  and  the 
provision  for  the  road  of  happiness.  It  is  an  elixir  which  transmutes  black 
earth  into  gold,  and  a  coUyrium  which  imparts  sight  to  the  eye  of  the  blind. 
The  nostril  of  every  soul  which  has  not  snuffed  up  the  scent  of  faithfulness 
has  no  share  in  the  perfumes  of  the  odoriferous  plants  of  good  qualities,  and 
the  eye  of  every  heart  which  has  not  beheld  sincerity,  is  devoid  of  participating 
in  the  sight  of  the  rays  of  amiable  natures. 

,  HEMISTICH. 

Dirt  fill  the  head,  void  of  the  brain  of  faith ! ' 

The  Cat  said, '  As  thou  art  thus  sensible  that  good  faith  is  the  tire-woman 
of  the  bride  of  affection,  and  the  mole  of  the  cheek  of  beauty  and  comeliness, 
it  behoves  thee,  too,  to  adorn  the  cheek  of  thy  condition  with  this  cosmetic. 
For  no  bird  of  the  heart  will  warble  among  the  branches  of  the  affection  of 
that  garden,  in  which  the  plant  of  fidelity  does  not  grow,  and  no  cheek 
which  is  destitute  of  the  mole  of  good  faith  will  receive  a  single  glance 
from  any  intelligent  person.  And  hence  they  have  said. 
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CX>UFLBfI. 

'  She  who  combines  not  love  with  constancy, 
Delights  me  not,  though  Eden's  nymph  she  be.' 

And  whoever  is  not  clothed  with  the  garment  of  fidelity,  and  does  not  fulfil 
the  promise  which  he  plights,  will  meet  with  what  that  Farmer's  Wife  met 
with ! '     The  Eat  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  II.1 

The  Cat  said,  *  They  have  related  that  in  one  of  the  villages  of  Fars  there 
was  a  Farmer  of  the  utmost  experience  and  the  most  ahundant  good  sense. 
He  had  often  tasted  the  hitters  and  sweets  from  the  cup  of  fortune,  and  had 
experienced  many  hardships  and  pleasures  in  the  stru^les  of  life. 

00T7PLET. 

A  world-wide  trayeler,  a  man  of  sense,         Gifted  with  shrewdness,  wit,  and  eloquence. 

Now  this  farmer  had  a  wife  whose  countenance  was  the  taper  of  his  bed- 
chamber,  and  whose  sweet  and  ruby  lips  were  as  olives'  to  the  drinkers  of 
wine.  She  blended  a  hundred  colors  like  the  early  spring,  and,  like  fortune, 
indulged  in  a  thousand  coquettish  artifices. 

OOUPLET. 

Some  blessed  spirit,  it  may  be,  her  body  did  compose ; 

Such  grace  and  beauty  could  not  spring  from  water  and  the  rose. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  skill  that  the  old  Farmer  possessed,  he  passed  his  time 
in  want  and  poverty,  and  sowed  the  seed  of  reliance  on  God  in  the  field  of 
*  Consign  the  affair  to  the  Almighty  * ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  always  the  habit  of 
perfidious  fortune  to  exclude  the  deserving  and  meritorious  from  her  favors, 
and  to  exalt  to  the  summit  of  success  and  honor  the  worthless  and  undeserving. 

YEBSB. 

The  devious  meet  with  ample  measures, 

Straight-goers  get  but  blades  of  grass. 
Flies  feast  on  sweets  and  candied  treasures, 

And  glorious  Hum&s  filthy  bones  amass. 

Thus  the  old  Farmer,  though  famous  for  his  perfect  skill  in  agriculture,  not 
having  the  implements  for  following  the  business,  passed  his  life  in  want  of 
employment  and  penury.  One  day  his  "Wife,  from  excessive  distress,  loosed 
the  tongue  of  reproach,  saying,  *  How  long  is  this  abiding  in  the  comer  of 
our  hovel  to  continue,  and  how  long  is  precious  life  to  be  wasted  ia  want 
and  scarcity  of  means.  Surely  from  motion  comes  promotion;  *  and  although, 
from  the  tribunal  of  bounty,  they  have  written  the  free  passport,  '  Sustenance 


^  This  story  is  not  in  the  Arabic,  but  has  been  introduced  by  Husain  V&'iz. 

*  This  is  Stewart's  rendering  of  nukl.  The  Dictionary  only  says  that  it  signifies  *  fruits  or 
sweetmeats  sent  roimd  at  entertainments.' 

^  I  have  chosen  those  words  to  preserve  the  jingle  in  the  original  between  harakat  and 
barakat. 
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is  /ram  Ood^  ^  yet  the  signature  which  they  have  impressed  on  the  comer 
thereof  is  also  '  The  indiutriaus  m  the  friend  of  God.*  Wherefore  industry 
must  be  regarded  as  the  means  of  support,  but  we  must  recognise  the  Lord 
Qod  as  the  true  provider. 

C0T7PLBT. 

'TiB  true  the  came  whence  comes  thy  food  is  industry,  but  yet 
We  mnst  not  Him,  the  Source  of  Food,  Causer  of  Cause,  forget. 

It  therefore  appears  to  me  advisable  that  thou  shouldest  step  forward  in  the 
path  of  industry  and  acquire  supplies  by  every  means  in  thy  power.'  The 
Parmer  replied,  'My  dear  life!  what  thou  hast  said  approxinmtes  to  the 
truth,  nay,  is  beyond  all  manner  of  doubt  or  imputation  of  selfishness.  But 
I  have  for  a  long  time  acted  as  master  in  this  village,  and  most  of  the 
fEumers  of  this  place  have  been  at  some  time  my  laborers.  Now  that  my 
estate  is  ruined,  and  that  I  have  parted  with  the  implements  of  agriculture, 
there  Ib  no  resource  left  me  but  to  work  as  a  common  laborer,  but  I  cannot 
bring  myself'  to  endure  the  disgrace  of  working  for  those  who  were  once  my 
own  laborers. 

COXTPLBT. 

I  cannot  eat  the  crumbs  of  those  who  once  upon  my  leavings  fed, 

Nor  bear  their  burthens  who  for  me  once  toiling  gained  their  hireling  bread. 

But  if  I  must  needs  make  choice  of  some  profession,  it  is  best  to  pack  up  and 
depart  from  this  place. 

HEMISTICH* 

O'er  us  in  foreign  lands  no  foes  exult. 

Gome !  let  us  emigrate  to  some  other  place  and  there  support  ourselves  as 
best  we  can.'  The  Wife  was  driven  to  extremity  by  poverty  and  destitution, 
and  consented  to  the  hardships  of  exile.  Joining,  therefore,  in  the  purpose 
of  her  spouse,  they  set  their  faces  thence  towards  the  neighborhood  of 
Baghd&d.  One  day,  in  the  midst  of  their  journey,  tired  and  weary,  they 
took  re^ige  under  the  shade  of  a  tree,  and,  to  dispel  their  fatigue,  conversed 
on  a  vadety  of  subjects.  The  Farmer  said,  *  Dear  Mend !  we  have  chosen 
the  pains  of  exile,  and  are  proceeding  towards  a  country  where  no  one  is 
acquainted  with  us,  and  where  we  are  acquainted  with  no  one.  And  it  is 
possible  that  the  men  of  that  country  may  be  oppressive,  and  tyrannical, 
treacherous  and  deceitful,  and  God  Most  Holy  and  Most  High  has  adorned 
the  tablet  of  thy  incomparable  beauty  with  the  inscription,  *In  the  most 
perfect  symmetry,*  Heaven  avert  that  by  craft  and  subtlety,  or  by  force  and 
violence,  they  should  assail  thee ;  and  thou,  too,  through  the  pride  of  youth 
and  the  hope  of  conquest,  should  incline  to  them  and  turn  away  from  this 
poor  old  man,  and  consume  my  aged  head  in  the  flame  of  absence ;  and  if. 


*  Stewart  affirms  this  to  be  a  quotation  from  the  Kur'&n.    I  am  unable  to  find  it  there. 

*  Obeerve  the  phrase,  bd  khiid  rdst  nami  tawdnam  dvard. 
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which  God  forbid !  things  should  torn  out  in  this  manner,  it  would  be  no 
longer  possible  for  me  to  survive. 

00T7PLBT. 

I  fear  not  death,  but  when  Pm  dead,  I  fear, 
That  thou  shooldst  be  the  life  of  others  here.* 

The  Wife  replied,  '  What  words  are  these  which  pass  thy  lips  ?  and  what 
is  this  thought  which  has  entered  thy  heart  ? 

COTTPLET. 

Long  as  I  liye  Til  be  thy  willing  slave, 

And  prove  thy  handmaid  e'en  beyond  the  grave. 

Had  I  entertained  such  thoughts  as  these  I  would  not  have  undertaken  the 
fatigues  of  the  journey,  nor  would  I  have  impressed  on  my  suffering  heart 
the  brand  of  separation  from  my  country.  And  my  desire  is  to  preserve 
[inviolate]  till  the  day  of  resurrection,  the  vow  of  the  first  night  when  I 
placed  my  foot  in  the  chamber  of  thy  society. 

COUPLBfl. 

Till  the  last  day  I  will  my  troth  fulfil, 

Lest  thou  shottldst  say  I  kept  that  promise  ill. 

And  if  thou  wishest  it  I  will  pledge  my  faith  anew,  and  promise  that  so  long 
as  the  peacock  of  life  adorns  the  garden  of  my  body,  the  parrot  of  my  tongue 
shall  not  sweeten  its  palate  save  with  the  sugar  of  gratitude  to  thee ;  and 
while  the  Hum4  of  vitality  continues  to  canopy  my  head  with  the  shade  of 
prosperity,  I  will  never  suffer  the  bird  of  my  heart  to  be  caught  in  the  net 
of  any  one.  Should  I  precede  thee  in  traveling  the  last  journey,  I  shall 
then  have  fulfilled  my  engagements,  and  if  my  fate  should  be  to  linger  some 
days  after  thee,  my  promise  is  unaltered  and  my  faith  unchanged. 

C0X7PLBT. 

If  fate  a  few  days'  respite  should  allow, 
Stedfast  my  word,  unchanged  will  be  my  vow.' 

The  Farmer  was  tranquilized  by  these  words,  and  his  Wife  having  plighted 
her  faith  in  the  manner  that  has  been  related,  confirmed  her  promise  with 
oaths;  and  the  old  man  laid  his  head  contentedly  on  the  knee  of  his 
beloved  spouse,  and  fell  asleep.  Shortly  after  this,  a  cavalier  arrived  there, 
mounted  on  a  horse  of  Arabian  breed,  and  clad  in  princely  appaiel.  The 
Parmer's  Wife  looked  up  and  beheld  a  youth,  such  that  if  the  pupil  of  the 
eye  had  beheld  his  countenance  in  the  darkest  night,  it  would  have  supposed 
that  the  true  mom  had  arisen  &om  the  curtain  of  the  eastern  horizon ;  and 
if  the  human  sight  had  cast  a  glance,  through  the  veil  of  darkness,  on  his 
beautiful  cheek,  it  would  have  imagined  that  the  world-iUumiaating  sun  had 
displayed  itself  glittering  from  behind  the  veil  [of  the  clouds].    His  cheeks 
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were  like  the  damask  ^  rose,  and  his  beard  like  the  twisted  hyacinth.  One 
would  say  that  the  limner  of  divine  wisdom  had  drawn,  on  the  page  of  his 
cheek,  a  circle  of  liquid  amber  with  the  compasses  of  invention,  or  that 
through  the  culture  of  the  husbandman  of  nature,  a  delightful  verdure  had 
grown  up  round  the  fountain  of  his  life. 

VERSE. 

O'er  the  bright  moon  of  thy  yisage  thou  hast  drawn  a  clnb  of  mnak,' 
And  in  the  hollow  of  the  club  hast  caught  that  fair  moon,  like  a  ball. 

Round  the  margin  of  thy  spring  of  life  grows  up  a  herbage  dusk, 
That  is  the  young  down  of  thy  cheek,  which  we  may  well,  then,  Khizr  calL 

With  thy  black  ringlets  thou  hast  made  a  canopy  of  loyeliness, 

And  o*er  thy  face's  glittering  sun  hast  drawn  this  ebon-colored  dress/ 

When  the  Farmer's  Wife  beheld  the  perfect  beauty  of  that  cavalier,  the 
sovereign  of  love  occupied  with  his  conquering  forces  the  kingdom  of  her 
heart,  and  reason,  which  is  the  lord  of  the  mansion  of  the  body,  packed  up  its 
goods  to  depart ;  and  the  tongue  of  her  condition  began  to  warble  this  couplet, 

COUPLET. 

*  Thou  hast  a  mounted  hunter  come,  and  of  my  soul  and  frame  made  prey, 
The  reins  of  patience  thou  hast  snapped,  and  led  the  steeds  of  sense  astray/ 

On  the  other  side  the  youth  looked  and  beheld  a  beautiful  woman,  such  that 
the  tire- woman  of  the  Divine  skill  had  adorned  her  enchanting  face  with  the 
cosmetic  of  grace,  and  the  polisher  of  the  decree  of  the  Holy  One  had  lent 
illumination  to  her  cheeks  through  the  light  of  beauty.  Her  countenance 
was  such  that  the  radiant  sun  was  consumed '  with  envy  at  it,  and  so  dark 
were  her  locks  that  the  musk  of  Cathay  was  tortured  with  jealousy  at  them. 

YEBSE. 

Silver  her  breast,  fir-like  her  stature  tall, 

Her  every  limb  seemed  lovelier  than  the  rest. 
Both  eyes  with  arrows  pierced  the  hearts  of  all. 

And  sugar  ^m  her  lips  acquired  new  zest. 
With  extracts  of  the  cone  those  lips  were  rife, 
Say  rather,  sweetened  from  the  spring  of  life. 


^  I  find  no  authority  for  this  version  of  sirdb,  except  Stewart's  translation :  sirdb  pit>- 
perly  means  '  moist,'  *  bathed  in  raindrops  or  dew.' 

2  I  beseech  the  candid  reader  who  would  judge  of  the  difficulties  of  a  translator  from 
the  Persian,  to  examine  these  lines.  Well  may  Stewart  say.  that  is  is  impossible  to 
translate  them  literally,  or  to  understand  them,  without  reference  to  a  dictionary.  The 
round  face  of  the  youth  is  compared  to  the  moon ;  and  his  black  ringlets  to  a  bat  'used  at 
the  game  of  chaugdn.  These  bats  have  a  hollow  in  them  to  catch  the  ball  more  readily : 
so  the  ringlets  are  said  to  have  caught  in  the  space  between  them  the  moon  of  Ms  &ce. 
The  down  of  his  beard  is  compared  to  herbage  growing  near  the  water  of  life ;  and  as 
Khizr  or  Elias  is  said  to  have  drunk  of  the  water  of  life,  occasion  is  taken  for  an  equivoque 
upon  his  name,  and  khazar  *  verdure.' 

3  Tdftah.  Stewart  translates  this  '  eclipsed,'  a  meaning  it  could  hardly  bear,  but  he 
may  have  had  a  different  reading. 
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The  neck  of  his  soul  became  instantly  bound  with  the  chain  of  love,  and 
the  foot  of  his  heart  entangled  with  the  noose  of  desire. 

COUPLBT, 

When  love  led  on  its  forces  my  heart  life's  banner  furled, 
And  patience,  back  retreating  y  took  refuge  in  the  world. 

Kow  that  youth  was  the  son  of  the  king  of  that  country,  who  had  come 
out  with  the  intention  of  hunting,  and  had  got  to  a  distance  from  his  retinue. 
When  his  eyes  fell  upon  the  two  captivating  gazelles'  of  that  disturber 
of  cities,  a  piercing  shaft  from  the  bow  of  her  eyebrows  reached 
the  target  of  his  breast.  Thus,  though  himself  pursuing  the  chase,  he  was 
caught  in  the  snare  of  love.    Hereupon  he  exclaimed,  '  0  envy  of  fairies !  tind 

0  point  of  adoration  to  the  idols  of  'Azur !  *  who  art  thou  ?  and  by  what 
chance  camest  thou  hither  ? 

COUPLET. 

0  thou  fruit  thus  fairly  ripened  !  from  whose  garden  mayest  thou  be  ? 
0  thou  verse  3  anew  descended !  on  whom  bestowcst  thou  dignity  ? ' 

The  Farmer's  "Wife  heaved  a  cold  sigh  from  her  afflicted  heart,  and  said, 
'  0  wakeM  Fortune !  dost  thou  inquire  after  the  state  of  one  whose  happiness 
slumbers,  or  dost  thou  ask  the  story  of  these  sleepless  eyes? 

COUPLET. 

A  secret,  cureless  grief  have  I,  A  heart's  pang  without  remedy. 

The  partner  of  my  fortunes  is  this  infirm  old  man,  and  my  distracted  heart  is 
linked  with  sorrow  and  melancholy.  The  origin  of  my  distress  ^  is  this  that 
thou  beholdest,  and  the  conclusion  of  my  career  must  be  such  as  thou  seest. 

1  pass  my  time  in  hardships,  and  have  no  enjoyment  in  life.'  The  youth 
replied, '  0  desire  of  the  hearts  of  the  afflicted !  and  solace  of  the  minds  of 
distracted  lovers ! 

HEMISTICH. 

Fie !  that  such  hawk  as  thou  should  thus  be  caged. 

Is  it  to  be  tolerated  that  thou  with  this  enchanting  countenance  shouldst  choose 
to  be  the  companion  of  a  used-up  old  dotard ;  and  possessed  as  thou  art  of  such 
a  stock  of  loveHness  and  beauty,  shouldst  pass  thy  time  in  poverty  and  want  ? 
Come  with  me  !  that  I  may  seat  thee  on  the  throne  of  honor,  and  make  thee 
the  queen  of  this  country,  and  set  up  the  banner  of  thy  glory  and  greatness 
throughout  the  confines  of  this  realm. 


1  That  is,  'eyes.* 

^  Abraham's  Father,  who  is  said  to  have  made  idols  of  exquisite  beauty. 

'  The  dyat  is  a  verse  of  the  Kur'&n.  The  lady  is  compared  to  a  new  verse  of  that  book 
fr^hly  revealed. 

^  Zibds  signifies  generally  'apparel,'  but  also  'spouse.'  Thus  an  equivoque  may  be 
intended.  Stewart  translates  it  here  '  wretched  state,'  and  I  have  followed  him,  but  I  know 
of  no  authority  for  such  a  rendering. 
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VSB8S. 

To  days  gone  by,  now  bid  adieu ! 
Fortune  and  life  begin  anew. 
Enter  the  door  of  bliss  with  me, 
Fate  smiles :  let  us,  too,  mirthful  be. 
Be  gay !  my  life,  my  soul,  iB  thine. 
Fill  thou  the  cup,  I'll  drink  the  wine.' 

As  soon  as  the  Fanner's  Wife  heard  the  happy  tidings  of  union  with  her 
lover,  she  forgot  the  promise  she  had  that  moment  made ;  and  shattered  the 
cup  of  compact  with  the  stone  of  inconstancy  and  untnithAilness.  When  the 
youth  saw  that  she  was  inclined  to  him,  he  said,  '  Life  of  the  world  !  look  on 
this  opportunity  as  a  blessing,  and  nse  and  come  to  me,  that  I  may  mount 
thee  [on  my  steed] ;  and  before  the  farmer  awakes  we  shall  haye  trayersed 
a  considerable  distance.'  The  Farmer's  Wife  lifted  her  husband's  head 
from  her  knee,  and  rested  it  on  the  ground ;  and,  mounting  nimbly  behind 
the  youth,  clasped  the  girdle  of  his  alSection  with  the  hand  of  reliance. 
At  this  moment,  the  Farmer  awoke,  and  beheld  the  youth  mounted  and 
standing  there,  and  his  wife  clasping  with  the  hand  of  union  the  waist 
of  his  desire.     A  sigh  issued  from  his  breast,  and  he  said, 

00T7PLBT. 

'  My  loTe  has  torn  her  heart  away,  the  heart  that  to  her  friend  was  given : 
The  ties,  the  ties  of  former  days  are  all,  alas !  asunder  riyen. 

Prithee,  Mthless  one !  what  plot  is  this  that  thou  hast  devised,  and  what 
stratagem  is  this  that  thou  hast  ungratefully  concocted  ? '  His  Wife 
answered,  'Cease  thy  persuasions  and  waste  not  thy  breath  in  trying  to 
lure  me  from  my  purpose.  For  to  expect  fidelity  from  the  fair,  is  like 
attempting  to  unite  the  star  Canopus  with  the  Pleiades;  and  to  look  for 
constancy  from  those  who  make  a  practice  of  dealing  cruelly,  is  like 
planting  a  rose-bush  in  the  fire  of  a  lime-kiln.  But,  perhaps,  thou  hast 
never  heard  what  they  have  said, 

00T7FLET. 

*  Learn  constancy,'  I  cried,  *  from  loYers.'    *  Nay !' 
Said  she,  '  'tis  not  the  moon-faced  fair  one's  way.' 

The  old  man  rejoined,  *  Thou  hast  stepped  beyond  the  limits  of  right 
dealing,  and  hast  opened  the  door  of  cruelty  with  the  key  of  injurious 
conduct.  Fear  lest  thou  shouldest  be  overtaken  with  the  retribution  of 
thy  broken  vows,  and  the  disastrous  consequences  of  thy  breach  of  promise 
should  descend  upon  thee. 

HSMIBTICH. 

Forbear !  lest  thou  repent  at  last,  when  penitence  is  vain.' 
His  wife,  paying  no  attention  to  his  words,  said  to  the  youth, '  Make  haste ! 
that  having  escaped  from  the  tortures  of  the  desert  of  separation,  we  may 
convey  ourselves  to  the  halting-place  of  union.'    The  prince  then  began  to 
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gallop  through  the  waste  his  fleet,  desert-crossing,  river-passing  steed,  which 
was  such,  that  the  fierce  northern  blast  was  unable  to  keep  up  with  it,  nor 
could  swift- winged  fancy  arrive  at  its  traces. 

YJSBSE, 

Rose-hued  *  like  lovers'  tears,  it,  swift  of  pace, 
More  fleet  tlian  Khusrau's  Shabdiz,^  sped  along. 

Like  lightning-flash,  its  one  bound  could  efface 
The  limits  that  to  cast  and  west  belong. 

In  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  they  were  lost  to  the  Farmer's  sight,  yet  the 
hapless  old  man,  in  spite  of  the  anguish  of  exile  and  the  pangs  of  separation, 
set  ofl^  after  them.  * 

HEMISTICH. 

The  afliicted  ask  the  road,  and  follow  on. 

And  he  thought  to  himself,  '  The  promises  of  women  are  devoid  of  faith, 
and  their  faith  of  continuance. 

HEMISTICH. 

Forget  their  memory/,  for  they  faithleaa  are. 

And  I,  relying  on  her  words,  have  abandoned  my  well-known  country  and 
my  familiar  fatherland,  and  now  I  have  not  the  face  to  return,  nor  the  power 
to  pursue  them.  What,  then,  is  to  be  the  conclusion  of  my  career,  and  what 
the  end  of  my  unhappy  state  ? 

COUPLET. 

Without  or  head  or  foot  I  seek  my  heart  the  wide  world  round,' 
What  shall  I  do  ?  for  my  affairs  nor  head  nor  foot  is  found.' 

However,  after  the  lovers  had  gone  to  the  distance  of  three  farsakhs,  ^  they 
came  to  a  fountain  and  a  shady  tree.  The  lady  was  tired,  and  the  youth, 
too,  felt  fatigued.  They  said,  '  Let  us  rest  here  a  moment,  and,  after  we  are 
refreshed,  let  us  begin  our  journey  again.'  They  then  dismounted  from  the 
horse,  and  took  refrige  under  the  shade  of  the  tree,  and  sate  some  time  at 
the  brink  of  the  water,  and  talked  of  various  matters.  The  youth  gazed 
with  expanding  eyes  on  the  lovely  countenance  and  musky  ringlets  of  that 
enchanting  fair  one,  and  beholding  the  curls  of  perfrmied  hair  Mling  on  the 
roseate  cheeks  of  his  mistress,  like  the  braid  of  the  hyacinth  on  the  leaf  of 
the  jasmine,  he  exclaimed. 


^  Stewart  translates  gtUgim  *  beautiful  and  of  Tarious  hues.'  Orientals,  howeyer,  repre- 
sent loyers  as  weeping  tears  of  blood.  The  courser,  therefore,  may  haye  been  of  a  rose  or 
roan  color. 

3  Shabdiz  signifies  '  Night-color.' 

3  Stewart  justly  says  of  this  impracticable  couplet,  '  This  verse  cannot  be  literally  trans- 


travel  round  the  world,  although  destitute  of  the  means,  in  pursuit  of  my  loye ;  but  how  can 
I  succeed,  who  haye  neither  head  to  direct  me,  nor  feet  to  carry  me.' 

*  The  faraal^^  of  which  the  Greeks  made  '  paraeang,'  is  about  three  miles. 
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OOUFLSr. 

*  Those  musky  tresses  on  thy  cheek,  a  resting-place  of  roses  find, 

I  know  not  how  thos  wondrously  they  night  with  day  have  thus  combined.' 

On  the  other  hand,   that  enchanting  beauty,  casting  her  eyes  on  the 

fascinating  stature  of  that  stripling — ^who  was  a  plant  in  the  garden  of 

loveliness,  more  luxuriant  than  the  branch  of  the  Tuba-tree,  and  surveying 

the  loftiness  of  that  graceful  cypress  and  the  attractions  of  that  branch  of  joy, 

uttered  this  verse, 

COUPLBT. 

'  How  have  they  thus  symmetrical  the  date-tree  of  thy  stature  made ! 
How  to  one  spot  thus  dextrously  a  hundred  thousand  charms  conveyed ! 

In  the  midst  of  these  speeches  the  importunities  of  nature  seizing  the  collar 
of  the  Farmer's  Wife — she  wished  to  renew  her  ablutions,  and,  through  delicacy, 
she  went  some  distance  from  under  the  tree,  and  proceeded  to  the  side  of  a 
jungle  which  was  near  the  fountain;  but  before  she  could  get  there,  a 
ferocious  lion — ^&om  dread  of  which  the  celestial  Hon  dared  not  to  move  a 
step  in  the  heavenly  mead,  and  Taurus  in  the  pasture-ground  of  the  sky,  was 
afraid  to  breathe,  through  terror  of  his  claws, 

YEBSE. 

Onward  advanced  with  savage  roar  and  rush. 

Through  fear  of  him  the  heavenly  lion  fled. 
Beneath  his  talons  poisoned  torrents  gush ; 

His  sword-Hke  teeth  a  gory  deluge  shed. 

No  sooner  did  the  lion  get  sight  of  her,  than  he  carried  her  off  and  bore  her 
into  the  jungle.  When  the  youth  heard  the  terrible  roaring  of  the  Ifon,  and 
beheld  his  mistress  carried  off  into  the  jungle,  he  threw  himself,  with  all 
haste,  upon  his  swift  steed,  and  galloped  into  the  desert, 

HEMISTICH. 

He  saw  the  danger,  and  forsook  his  love. 
In  terror  of  his  Hfe,  the  prince  sped  on,  nor  looked  behind  him ;  and  the 
fair  one,  a  prisoner  in  the  claws  of  the  lion,  reaped  the  seed  which  she  had 
sown  in  the  field  of  infidelity. 

HEMISTICH. 

AU  reap  at  last  the  actions  they  have  sown. 

Meanwhile,  the  old  Farmer,  who  was  following  them,  came  up  limping 
and  halting ;  and  having  reached  the  edge  of  the  fountain,  and  finding  no 
trace  of  them,  uttered  a  cry  of  distress  and  said, 

OOUFLBT. 

*  Alas !  my  love  has  gone  away,  nor  calmed  my  bosom's  storm, 
A  hundred  promises  she  gave,  nor  yet  did  one  perform.' 

He  then  bethought  himself  of  the  time  when  they  were  united,  and  called 
to  mind  the  feelings  of  their  early  wedded  life;  and,  weeping  bitterly^ 
steeped  his  cheeks  in  the  tears  of  regret. 


CHAPTSB     ?U.      8T0BT    U.  433 

OOUPLVr. 

How  fair  the  day  when  first  we  met  in  union's  flowery  ground ; 
And  Rose  and  Bulbul-like  the  power  of  laughing  converse  found. 

Alas!  that  the  rays  of  the  brightness  of  union  hare  been  exchanged  for 
the  gloomy  impressions  of  separation ;  and  that  the  spring  of  mirth  and 
happiness  has  &ded  under  the  scorching  blast  of  the  autumn  of  inconstancy 
and  affliction. 

YHR8B. 

But  yesterday  a  union  with  such  blissful  transports  rife, 

A  parting  that  the  world  consumes  to-day. 
Alas !  that  fate  did  enter  in  the  volume  of  my  life, 

These  joys  one  day  should  bloom,  the  next,  decay. 

After  much  weeping  and  infinite  lamentation,  he  observed  the  footsteps  of 
his  beloved  leading  towards  the  desert.  Instantly  he  fearlessly  followed  the 
track,  and  arrived  at  the  moment  ^  when,  the  lion  having  torn  open  her  belly 
and  devoured  part  of  her  entrails,  had  departed.  The  old  man  at  this  sight 
was  distracted  with  grief,  and  perceived  that  the  disastrous  results  of  her 
infidelity  had  reached  her  and  that  she  had  been  overtaken  with  retribution 
for  her  perfidy  and  with  punishment  for  her  breach  of  faith.  For  a  whUe  he 
looked  at  her  and  wept  over  their  attachment  and  his  own  forlorn  state. 

00T7PLBT. 

From  his  lips  his  sighs  arose  to  the  starry  Pleiades, 

From  the  lashes  of  his  eyes  tears  flowed  streaming  to  the  seas. 

And  the  moral  of  this  story  is,  that  whoever  lets  sHp  from  his  hand  the 
thread  of  good  faith,  places  on  his  own  feet  the  fetters  of  punishment,  and 
puts  the  chain  of  calamity  round  his  neck. 

COUPLET. 

When  to  a  spot  ingratitude  has  passed, 
It  makes  a  dreary  desert  there  at  last ! ' 

The  Eat  said,  '  I  am  aware  that  hypocrisy  and  deceit  are  altogether  at 
variance  with  the  sincere  disposition  of  the  benevolent  and  the  practice  of  the 
good.  Moreover,  the  advantages  of  thy  friendship  and  the  benefits  of  thy 
amity,  have  this  very  moment  accrued  to  me,  and  the  desires  of  my  enemies, 
by  the  salutary  influence  of  thy  friendship,  have  just  now  been  averted  from 
me.  Therefore  it  is  most  in  accordance  with  honorable  feeling,  that  I 
should  look  upon  it  as  a  duty,  to  requite  this  and  loose  thy  bonds.  But  a 
difficulty  has  occurred  to  me  and  a  doubt  has  risen  up  before  me ;  and,  until 
the  dust  of  this  anxiety  is  removed  from  the  eye  of  my  deliberation,  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  loose  all  thy  bonds.'  The  Cat  rejoined,  '  It  appears, 
then,  that  thou  hast  still  some  apprehension  of  me ;  and  yet  the  fact  is,  that 


^  Stewart  translates  mahalli  here  *  spot,'  which  meaning  also  it  may  bear. 

2  F 
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I  have  pledged  myself  to  good  fellowship  with  thee,  and  have  recited  to 
thee  a  yolume  of  reproaches  against  breach  of  faith ;  be  assured,  then,  that  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  act  contrary  to  my  promises  and  engagements.  And 
relinquish  the  distrust  that  formerly  existed  between  us ;  for  the  obligation 
of  this  new  alliance  has  removed  the  principle  of  our  former  enmity,  and  my 
expectation  of  thy  sincerity  and  anticipations  of  thy  gratitude,  are  confirmed. 
Do  not  approach,  therefore,  to  the  ruinous  practice  of  deceit  and  frand, 
nor  impair  and  deform  the  beauty  of  thy  virtues  and  the  mirror  of  thy  good 
qualities  with  the  rust  of  fraud  and  perfidy. 

COUPLET. 

Keep  pure  the  mirror  of  thy  heart,  for  nought  can  rival  purity, 

Break  not  thy  plig^hted  word,  for  nought  with  truthful  principles  can  vie. 

A  man  of  upright  nature  and  good  disposition,  on  receiving  so  much  as  a 
single  gracious  look  from  any  one,  steps  forward  in,  the  plain  of  sincere 
attachment,  and  raises  the  foundation  of  friendship  and  special  regard  to  the 
pinnacle  of  the  sky,  and  moistens  and  refreshes  the  plant  of  courtesy  with 
the  drops  of  sincere  kindness.  If  by  chance  any  suspicion  or  alarm  should 
spring  up  in  his  mind,  and  the  rankling  of  doubt  develope  itself  in  his  heart, 
he  immediately  effaces  it  and  does  not  suffer  the  thought  of  it  again  to 
approach  the  area  of  his  imagination.  Especially,  too,  when  a  compact  has 
been  ratified  between  him  and  his  friend,  and  confirmed  by  solemn  oaths. 
And  it  should  be  understood  that  the  end  of  the  faithless  is  infamous,  and 
punishment  soon  descends  on  the  perfidious ;  and  a  false  oath  lays  waste  the 
foundation  of  life,  and  to  act  contrary  to  promises  speedily  overthrows  the 
sub -structure  of  existence. 

DI8TICHS. 

Man's  promise  is  the  root,  himself  the  tree, 

The  root  with  carefulness  must  cherished  he. 

A  broken  promise  is  a  rotten  root, 

Struck  from  the  list  of  gracious  trees  its  shoot.  ^ 

UnfiEiithful  dealing  is  an  idiot's  act, 

The  pious  keep  their  oaths^  and  guard  their  pact. 

And  I  am  in  hopes  that  thou,  with  a  right  feeling  of  gratitude,  wilt  forget 
former  injuries,  and  wilt  not  exert  thyself  to  break  the  promise  which  thou 
hast  made.'     The  Rat  replied, 

COUPLET. 

*  Whoever  breaks  his  oath  of  faith  to  thee, 
His  heart  and  soul  by  mishaps  wounded  be  ! 


J  Stewart  translates  this  obscure  line,  *  And  the  tree  is  cut  down  from  the  number  of 
the  sound,'  which  on  first  reading  is  rather  difficult  to  understand.  I  have  no  doubt  an 
equivoque  is  intended  on  ahumdr  *  number,'  and  shitndr^  *■  a  hard  wood  of  which  the  handles 
01  axes  are  made.' 

'  I  notice,  for  the  benefit  of  the  student,  two  misprints  in  this  page  in  the  printed 
edition.  Here  wc  have  mafsdk  for  mf»dk,  and  at  line  3  of  the  same  page  (370),  mankazat 
for  ff*a«A*a«flf*  loss.* 
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Jiut  the  mental  Bcraples,  which  I  have  before  mentioned  to  thee,  cause  me 
to  ponder  and  hesitate ;  otherwise,  God  forbid !  that  I  should  not  fulfil  my 
promise,  or  fsdl  to  release  thee  from  these  bonds.'  The  Cat  rejoined,  *  Explain 
to  me  the  purport  of  thy  thoughts,  that  I,  too,  may  look  into  the  matter 
with  the  eye  of  deliberation,  and  be  able  to  judge  of  the  solidity  of  thy 
reasoning,  and  the  extent  of  thy  wisdom.'  The  Eat  answered,  *  My  doubts 
arise  from  this,  that  friends  are  of  two  kinds.  First,  there  are  those  who 
contract  friendship  with  perfect  sincerity,  and  the  utmost  ardor  and  eager- 
ness, without  any  admixture  of  self-interest  or  cupidity,  or  the  debasement 
of  hypocritical  or  feigned  intentions.  Secondly,  there  are  those  who  make 
advances  in  some  emergency  with  a  view  to  some  object  they  covet  or  are 
interested  in.  Now,  the  first  class,  who  with  pure  faith  and  sincere  intentions 
open  the  doors  of  friendly  intercoiftse,  are  in  every  respect  worthy  of 
confidence,  and  at  all  times  one  may  feel  secure  of  them,  and  to  whatever 
gratification  they  may  point,  there  will  be  no  swerving  from  the  path  of 
wisdom. 

DI8TICH8. 

Like  soothing,  grateful  ointment,  is  a  friend ; 
Bnt  to  the  worthless  no  attention  lend, 
A  friend  thy  venom  wiQ  as  sugar  prize. 
And  in  thy  failings  merit  recognize. 

But  as  for  those  who  in  some  exigency  make  friendship  a  shield  to  repel 
injury,  or  the  means  of  attracting  and  drawing  to  themselves  advantage, 
their  feelings  will  not  preserve  an  even  tenor.  At  one  time  in  the  season 
of  enjoyment  they  wiU  spread  the  carpet  of  pleasure,  and  anon  at  a  critical 
moment,  when  their  wishes  are  thwarted,  they  will  look  askance  at  their 
friend. 

COUPLET. 

Like  milk  and  sugar  now  they  friendship  shew. 
Anon  more  cruel  than  the  axe  or  bow. 

A  sagacious  man,  therefore,  should  delay  the  accomplishment  of  some  of  the 
wishes  of  such  persons,  and  not  all  at  once  surrender  to  the  grasp  of  their 
power  the  reins  of  his  own  option.  But  in  the  execution  of  their  affairs  he 
ought  to  hang  back  under  some  plausible  pretexts,  and  bring  them  to  a  close 
by  slow  degrees.  He  is  bound  also  to  look  to  his  own  safety,  for  self- 
preservation  is  a  duty.  And  provided  he  acts  in  this  maimer,  he  will  both 
be  celebrated  for  the  lustre  of  his  kind  deeds,  and  will  also  be  conspicuous 
for  the  excellence  of  his  judgment  and  prudence.  Now,  I  shall  act  towards 
thee  in  the  manner  that  has  been  pointed  out.  I  will  in  no  wise  hold  back 
from  releasing  thee,  to  which  I  have  pledged  myself;  but  I  shall  employ  the 
utmost  caution  in  taking  care  of  my  own  person,  and  in  guarding  myself; 
for  the  enmity  between  me  and  thee  exceeds  even  that  of  the  parties  from 
whose  assaults  I  have  been  preserved  by  thy  favor.     My  object  in  making 
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peace  with  thee  was  to  get  rid  of  them,  and  I  regarded  it  as  a  duty ;  and  the 
gentleness  which  thon,  too,  didst  display,  arose  from  the  exigency  of  the 
moment,  and  to  avert  evil.  It  is  now,  therefore,  indispensable  for  me  to  look 
to  the  issue  of  the  matter,  and  not  all  at  once  to  neglect  caution  and  foresight : 
for  they  have  said, 

OOUFLST. 

*  Be  carefdl,  aye,  to  make  thyself  secure, 

And  ne'er  aside  the  roles  of  prudence  fling. 
Who  rears  hu  actions  on  a  basis  sure, 
Wni  reason's  structore  to  perfection  bring.' 

The  Cat  said,  '  0  Bat !  thou  art  ^  exceedingly  sagacious  and  wise,  and  up 
to  this  time  I  was  ignorant  of  the  extent  of  thy  intelligence,  nor  did  I  know 
that  the  amount  of  thy  knowledge  and  skill  was  of  such  a  degree.  I  have 
derived  advantage  from  these  words  of  thine,  and  thou  hast  given  into  my 
hand  the  keys  of  the  doors  of  experience  and  wisdom.  I  wish,  now,  that 
thou  wouldest  disclose  to  me  in  what  manner  both  my  bonds  may  be  loosed 
and  thou,  too,  mayest  remain  safe.  Tell  me  how  it  is  possible  that  this  can 
be  effected  ? '    The  Bat  laughed  and  said, 

HBKtBTICH. 

*  For  every  pain  they  have  a  cure  too  fixed. 

My  idea  is  to  sever  thy  bonds,  but  to  retain  as  a  security  for  my  own  life  the 
principal  knot,  and  to  look  out  for  an  opportunity  when  thou  hast  something 
in  hand  of  more  importance  than  an  attack  upon  me,  and  when  thou  art  not  able 
to  attend  to  me,  and  hast  no  leisure  to  do  me  an  injury.  I  will  then  sever 
that  knot  also,  in  order  that  thou  mayest  be  delivered  from  confinement^  and 
I  may  escape  from  harm.'  The  Cat  perceived  that  the  Eat  was  perfect 
master  of  his  own  affairs,  and  would  not  be  moved  from  his  course  by  flattery 
or  deceit.  He  therefore  unwillingly  consented  to  that  arrangement.  So  the 
Eat  severed  the  knots,  but  one  that  was  the  principal  one  he  left  as  it  was. 
Thus  they  brought  that  night  to  an  end  with  conversation.  As  soon  as  the 
'ank&  of  the  morning  came  flying  forth  in  the  eastern  horizon,'  and  spread  its 
light-bestowing  pinions  over  the  regions  of  the  world, 

ooupLvr. 
The  sky  its  sword,  the  sun,  from  scabbard  drew. 
Night  gathered  in  her  skirt  of  sable  hue, 

and  the  hunter  appeared  in  the  distance.  Then  the  Eat  said,  'The  time 
is  come  to  release  myself  from  my  promise,  and  to  fulfil  completely  what  I 
had  engaged  to  do.'   The  Cat,  too,  when  his  eyes  lighted  on  the  hunter,  made 


*  Bitdah-iy '  thou  hast  been  ;*  •'.e.,  during  the  time  of  our  acquaintance  without  my 
knowing  of  it. 

'  This  appears  more  accurate  than  Stewart's  version,  *  As  soon  as  the  Phoenix  of  the 
morning  had  bent  his  flight  to  the  eastern  horizon.* 
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sure  of  his  own  destruction,  and  expected  to  be  put  to  death,  when  at  that 
moment  the  Bat  divided  Qie  remaining  knot.  The  Cat,  in  terror  for  his  life, 
forgot  the  Bat ;  and  running  ofF,^  mounted  to  the  top  of  a  tree ;  and  the  Bat, 
having  escaped  from  such  a  danger,  crept  into  a  hole.  The  hunter  beheld  the 
meshes  of  the  net  broken  and  the  knots  severed,  and  was  overpowered  with 
astonishment.  He  took  up  the  remains,  and  went  away  disappointed.  After 
some  time  had  passed  the  Bat  put  his  head  out  of  the  hole,  and  seeing  the 
Cat  at  a  distance,  was  afraid  to  go  near  him.     The  Cat  called  out  to  him, 

HEMISTICH. 

*  Since  thou  hast  seen  me,  feign  not  the  reyene.' 

Wherefore  dost  thou  fly  me  ?  and  why  dost  thou  think  flt  to  shun  me  ?  Art 
thou  not  sensible  that  tbou  hast  acquired  a  dear  friend,  and  hast  gained  a 
valuable  store  for  thy  children  and  descendants,  and  companions  and  friends  ? 
Come  forward,  that  I  may  requite  thy  goodness  by  my  kind  behaviour,  and 
that  thou  mayest  experience  in  the  most  approved  fashion  the  recompense  of 
thy  courage  and  humanity.  For  my  part,  I  know  not  with  what  tongue 
to  express  my  acknowledgments  of  thy  fiivors,  or  in  what  words  to  discharge 
my  thanks  for  thy  compassionate  kindness. 

OOVPLET. 

I  smile,  anon  I  blush  ;  am  glad,  yet  in  a  pensive  mood ; 
For  for  thy  gifts  I  cannot  pay  my  debt  of  gratitude.' 

The  Bat,  however,  just  as  before,  kept  to  the  border  of  the  carpet  of 
separation,  and,  avoiding  the  court  of  companionship,  turned  his  countenance 
towards  solitude  and  timidity,  and  inscribed  the  legend  of  this  proverb  on 
the  register  of  his  mind,  '  This  is  an  age  of  refractarinesSf  not  a  season  of 
gratitude ;'  and  repeated  in  a  mournful  voice,  '  How  beautifiilly  have  they 
said, 

STANZA. 

'  Such  is  the  age,  that  from  excess  of  wrong, 

The  Ufe  or  goods  of  none  secure  can  be. 
To  whom  can  we  attribute  kindness  mid  a  throng 

Who  think  they  do  a  &yor  not  to  injure  thee?' 

It  appears  to  me  that  this  is  a  season  for  retirement  and  a  time  for  divesting 
oneself  of  business,  and  after  this  I  will  have  no  intercourse  with  any  one, 
but  relinquish  all  converse  with  my  contemporaries. 

HBMISTICH. 

"Would  my  friend  me  as  comrade  have  ?    No !  let  him  be  his  own.' 
The  Cat  replied,   'Act  not  so,   nor  withhold  from  me  thy  presence. 


*  I  am  doubtful  of  the  exact  sense  of  pdi  kaahdn  here.    Stewart  omits  it. 

»  I  follow  Stewart  in  translating  thus.  I  am  jpersuaded,  however,  that  an  equivoque  is 
intended,  as  the  Persian  may  equally  well  mean,  *  Pretend  not  not  to  have  seen  me  as  thou 
art  my  sight ;'  t.f .,  dear  to  mc  as  sight. 
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Neither  destroy  the  claims  of  friendship  and  the  respect  of  old  acquaintance. 
For  whoever,  by  much  exertion,  has  acquired  a  Mend,  and,  without  cause, 
supinely  permits  him  to  pass  beyond  the  circle  of  friendship,  will  remain 
excluded  from  the  happy  results  of  companionship,  and  his  other  friends, 
having  lost  all  hope  in  him,  will  abandon  his  alliance. 

COUPLET. 

Think  poorly  of  the  man  who  friends  has  none, 
But  worse  of  him  who  loses  those  he  won. 

Now  thou  hast  conferred  on  me  a  vital  obligation,  and  I  owe  to  thy  kindnens 
the  blessing  of  life.  The  vow,  therefore,  of  friendship  which  I  have  pledged 
to  thee  is  safe  from  the  incidents  of  change,  and  the  amicable  compact  which 
I  have  formed  is  secure  frx)m  the  damage  of  being  broken. 

OOUPLET. 

Thou  mayst  scent  the  gale  of  faithfiilness  and  of  tniih  without  decay 
Till  the  final  judgment,  from  each  flower  that  blossoms  from  my  day. 

And  as  long  as  my  life  lasts  I  shall  not  forget  thy  claims,  and  I  will  use  all 
possible  efforts  to  shew  thee  kindness  and  honor  in  requital  of  what  thou 
hast  done  for  me. 

OOUFLST. 

Thanks  for  thy  fiHrors,  clustering  roselike,  which  upon  thee  rest  so  well : 
And  am  I  not  a  lily,  too,  them  with  a  hundred  tongues  to  tell  ? ' 

Although  the  Gat  made  use  of  speeches  of  this  description,  and  confirmed 
what  he  said  by  the  most  solemn  oaths,  wishing  to  raise  the  curtain  of 
separation  frx)m  between  them,  and  to  open  the  path  of  intercourse,  it  was 
all,  in  fact,  of  no  avail,  and  the  Rat  replied, '  Whenever  enmity  arises  frt»m 
accident,  it  may  be  removed  simply  by  intercourse  and  urbanity  manifested 
by  both  parties.  In  such  cases  there  is  no  fault  to  find  with  persons  wiiTriTig 
cheerfully  together.  But  when  there  is  an  inherent  hostility,  though  they 
may,  to  outward  appearance,  lay  the  foundation  of  friendship,  there  is  no 
reliance  to  be  placed  thereon,  and  caution  and  circumspection  must  not  be 
a  jot  abated,  for  the  harm  thereof  is  great  and  the  result  disastrous.  Where- 
fore it  is  best  that  as  the  connection  of  homogeneousness  does  not  exist 
between  us,  thou  shouldest  wean  thy  heart  frx)m  my  society,  for  I  naturally 
flee  from  thy  society  with  all  my  soul.  And  whoever  associates  with 
those  of  a  different  species  will  meet  with  what  befell  the  Frog.'  The  Cat 
asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 
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STORY  ni.* 

The  Rat  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  mouse  had  taken  up  its  abode  on 
the  brink  of  a  fountain,  and  had  fixed  its  residence  at  the  foot  of  a  tree. 
A  Prog,  too,  passed  his  time  in  the  water  there,  and  sometimes  came  to  the 
margin  of  the  pool  to  take  the  air.  One  day  coming  to  the  edge  of  the  water 
he  continued  uttering  his  voice  in  a  heart-rending  cadence,  and  assuming 
himself  to  be  a  nightingale  of  a  thousand  melodies,  he  set  free  with  his 
distressing  tones  the  birds  of  the  hearts  [of  his  audience]  from  the  cages  of 
their  bodies. 

COUPLET. 

'Tis  true  his  execrable  Toice  was  harsh  and  bad  enough, 
But  tone  and  execution  joined  made  him  completely  rough. 

At  that  time  the  mouse  was  engaged  in  chanting  in  a  comer  of  his  cell* 
Directly  he  heard  the  uproarious  yelling  of  the  Prog  he  was  astounded,  and 
came  out  with  the  intention  of  taking  a  look  at  the  reciter;  and  while 
occupied  with  listening  to  him,  kept  smiting  his  hands  together  and  shaking 
his  head.  These  gestures,  which  seemed  to  display  approbation,  pleased 
the  Prog,  and  he  made  advances  towards  acquaintance  with  him.  The 
tongue  of  imderstanding  was  warning  him  not  to  associate  with  one  of  a 
di£ferent  species,  but  the  vanity  of  his  disposition  was  inclining  him  towards 
the  mouse.  In  short,  being  mutually  pleased  with  each  other,  they  became 
inseparable  companions,  and  used  to  narrate  to  each  other  entertaining  stories 
and  tales. 

DI8TICH8. 

With  hearts,  as  at  a  game  of  draughts,  they  played, 
Nor  suffered  doubt  their  bosoms  to  invade. 
Oft  to  the  mouse  the  joyful  Frog  would  hie, 
And  tell  the  tale  of  fiye  years'  life  gone  by. 
An  eager  tongue  denotes  a  friendly  mind, 
Ill-will  is  tokened  by  a  tongue  confined. 

One  day  the  mouse  said  to  the  Prog,  'I  am  oftentimes  desirous  of 
disclosing  to  thee  a  secret,  and  recounting  to  thee  a  grief  which  I  have  at 
heart,  and  at  that  moment  thou  art  abiding  under  the  water. 

COUPLET. 

'Tis  hard  for  me  where  thou  art  to  repair. 
And  where  I  am  my  heart  is  filled  with  care. 

However  much  I  shout  thou  hearest  me  not,  owing  to  the  noise  of  the  water, 
and  in  spite  of  my  crying  to  thee,  the  sound  cannot  reach  thee,  because  of  the 
cleunor  of  the  other  frogs.     We  must  devise  some  artifice  by  which  thou 
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mayeet  know  when  I  come  to  the  brink  of  the  water,  and  thus  m&jeet  be 
informed  of  my  arrival  without  my  shouting  to  thee.'     The  frog  said,  '  Thou 
speakest  the  truth.     I,  too,  have  often  pondered  uneasily,  thinking,  should 
my  Mend  come  to  the  brink  of  the  water,  how  shall  I,  at  the  bottom  of  this 
foimtain,  learn  his  arrival  ?  and  how  absolve  myself  of  the  anxiety  which  he 
will  be  enduring  to  gain  sight  of  me  ?    And  it  sometimes  happens  that  I,  too, 
come  to  the  mouth  of  thy  hole,  and  thou  hast  gone  out  from  another  side, 
and  I  have  to  wait  long.     I  had  intended  to  have  touched  somewhat  on  this 
subject  to  thee,  but  thou  thyself,  with  the  kindness  thou  possessest,  has  set 
forth  the  circumstance,  and  with  candor  of  heart  hast  made  known  the 
hidden  feelings  of  my  own  mind.    Now  the  arrangement  of  this  matter  rests, 
too,  with  thee. 

HBXIBTIOH. 

Thy  judgment  fair  lays  erexy  project  weU.' 

The  mouse  replied,  'I  have  got  hold  of  the  thread  of  a  plan,  and  it  appears 
to  me  the  best  thing  to  get  a  long  string,  and  to  fasten  one  end  to  thy  foot,  and 
tie  the  other  tight  round  my  own,  in  order  that  when  I  come  to  the  water's 
edge  and  shake  the  string,  thou  maycat  know  what  I  want ;  and  if  thou  too 
art  so  kind  as  to  come  to  the  door  of  my  cell,  I  may  also  get  information  of 
this  by  your  jerking  the  string.'  Both  parties  agreed  to  this,  and  the  knot  of 
Mendship  was  in  this  manner  firmly  secured,  and  they  were  also  kept 
informed  of  one  another's  condition.  One  day,  the  mouse  came  to  the  water's 
edge  to  seek  the  Frog,  in  order  to  renew  their  Mendly  converse.  All  of  a 
sudden  a  crow,  like  an  unforeseen  calamity,  flew  down  from  the  air,  and 
snatching  up  the  mouse,  soared  up  with  him.  The  string  which  was  tied  to 
the  leg  of  the  mouse  drew  forth  the  ftog  frx)m  the  bottom  of  the  water,  and, 
as  the  other  leg  was  fastened  to  the  Frog's  leg,  he  was  suspended  head  down- 
wards in  the  air.  The  crow  flew  on,  holding  the  mouse  in  its  beak,  and  lower 
down  the  Frog  hanging  head  downwards.  People  witnessing  that  extra- 
ordinary sight,  were  uttering  in  the  road  various  jokes  and  sarcasms,  '  A 
strange  thing  this,  that  contrary  to  his  wont  a  crow  has  made  prey  of  a  frx)g/ 
and  *  Never  before  was  a  frog  the  prey  of  a  crow.'  The  Frog  was  howling  out 
in  reply,  '  Now,  too,  a  frog  is  not  the  prey  of  a  crow,  but  from  the  bad  luck  of 
associating  with  a  mouse,  I  have  been  caught  in  this  calamity,  and  he  who 
associates  with  those  of  a  different  species  deserves  a  thousand  times  as  much. 

OOUPIiET. 

Woe  worth  the  friend  of  different  race !  'twere  best 
To  seek  a  well-matched  comrade — 0  my  guest ! ' 

And  the  citation  of  this  story  carries  with  it  this  beneficial  advice,  that  no 
one  ought  to  associate  with  one  of  a  diflerent  race,  in  order  that  like  the 
frog,  he  may  not  be  suspended  on  the  string  of  calamity.     And  for  my  own 


CHAPTER   Til.      8T0RT   III.  441 

part  I  have  no  desire  to  mingle  with  those  of  my  own  race,  then  what  must 
I  feel  towards  those  of  anoilier  ? 

Leaye  the  gay  crowd,  thou !  who  wouldst  be  alone, 

And  thy  own  self  thy  own  companion  be. 
The  Simnrgh  won  by  this  the  bird-king^s  throne, 

And  IB  called  thirty  ^  though  bat  one  is  he.' 

The  Gat  rejoined,  '  Since  thou  hadst  no  wish  for  society,  why  didst  thou 
show,  in  the  commencement,  all  that  courtesy  ?  By  thy  friendly  and  polite 
manner,  thou  capturedst  me,  and  when  I  have  become  foot-bound  in  the 
snare  of  friendship,  thou  severest  the  cord  of  union  and  b^innest  to  separate. 

QUATBAIN. 

With  truth,  0  cup-bearer !  at  first,  thou  to  me  the  £ur  goblet  didst  offer, 
But  soon  I  grew  drunken,  and  thou  from  thy  hand  didst  that  goblet  resign. 

Since  at  last  thou  intendedst  the  lees  of  sorrowful  parting  to  proffer. 
Say,  why  at  commencing  present  to  my  lips  the  sweet  draught  of  pure  wine  ? ' 

The  Bat  replied,  '  At  that  time  I  stood  in  need  of  thee ;  and  a  wise  man, 
if  he  &11  into  a  difficulty  ttom  which  he  may  hope  to  extricate  himself  by 
the  aid  of  an  enemy,  will  undoubtedly  have  recourse  to  conciliatory  measures 
and  exert  himself  to  display  the  proofs  of  his  regard.  Afterwards  if  he 
should  foresee  any  injury  to  himself,  he  will  shun  his  society,  not  through 
enmity  or  perversity,  nor  from  aversion  or  arrogance,  but  just  as  the  young 
of  animals  follow  their  mothers  for  the  sake  of  the  milk,  and  when  they  are 
independent  of  that  nature,  abandon  their  society  without  any  previous 
distrust.  Not  does  any  intelligent  person  impute  that  conduct  to  enmity ; 
but  when  advantage  is  withheld,  it  appears  more  reasonable  that  the 
connection  should  cease. 

VEBSB. 

He  by  whose  aid  we  can  secure  our  ends, 
His  presence  joy  to  heart  and  soul  will  bring. 
But  he,  whose  converse  nothing  good  attends, 
From  meeting  him  some  mischiefs  swift  will  spring. 

Moreover  my  nature  and  thine  have  in  their  origin  been  predisposed  to 
hostility,  and  the  fame  of  our  enmity  has  reached  the  hearing  of  all,  and  it 
is  imbedded  in  our  dispositions ;  and  no  great  dependance  can  be  placed  on  a 
friendship  which  has  arisen  of  necessity,  in  order  to  expedite  something 
imperatively  required,  nor  can  much  weight  be  attached  to  it.  For  when 
the  necessity  is  removed  things  will  assuredly  return  to  their  original  state. 
Thus  water,  so  long  as  it  is  set  over  the  fire,  will  keep  warm,  but  when  it  is 
taken  off  will  become  cold  as  before.     And  eveiT  one  knows  that  the  rat  has 


*  There  is  an  absurd  pun  here  on  the  word  ahturffh,  which,  if  written  separately,  si  murgh 
signifies,  '  thirty  birds.* 
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no  more  flazigerous  enemy  tiian  the  cat,  and  I  am  convinced  that  thou  hast  no 
inclination  towards  me,  save  that  iliou  wishest  to  prepare  a  draught  for  iky 
breakfast  of  my  blood,  and  to  nse  my  flesh  to  supply  thy  morning  meal. 
And  no  sophistry  will  avail  to  allure  me  to  thee,  or  to  make  me  rely  or 
confide  in  thy  Mendship. 

HmOSTICH. 

When  did  cats  feel  maternal  love  for  rats  ?  * 

The  Cat  said,   '  Bost  thou  speak  these  words  in  earnest,  or,  in  point  of 
fact,  dost  thou  merely  jest  and  banter  ?'     The  Rat  replied, 

HBMIBTICH. 

*'  With  life  at  stake  what  room  is  there  for  play  ? 

I  speak  this  in  solemn  seriousness,  and  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  safer  for  a 

weak  creature  like  me  to  shun  the  society  of  a  powerful  one  like  thee,  and 

for  a  weak  man  to  abstain  from  a  contest  with  a  strong  one.  For  if  he  happen 

to  act  at  variance  with  this  rule,  he  will  receive  a  wound  which  will  not  be 

curable  with  any  plaster. 

coupLn. 

The  weak  man  who  a  strong  defies,  Will  fcdl  so  as  no  more  to  rise. 

I  am  now  of  opinion  that  it  is  advisable  for  me  at  present  to  be  fully  on  my 
guard  towards  thee,  and  that  thou  shouldest  be  wary  of  the  himter,  and  then 
between  me  and  thee  there  will  be  a  purity  of  faith  which  can  be  relied  on. 
For  the  best  foimdation  for  a  sincere  friendship  is  coincidence  of  sentiment 
and  mental  acquaintance.  ^ 

C0T7FLET. 

If  I  and  thou  in  soul  approximate,  It  matters  not  if  place  us  separate.' 

We  must  confine  om  selves  to  this,  for  closer  union  is  impossible,  and  the 
point  of  conjunction  is  quite  beyond  the  circle  of  discussion.'  The  Cat  began 
to  be  much  agitated,  and  uttered  lamentations  mingled  with  tears,  and 
outcries  fraught  with  anguish  of  heart,  and  said, 

STAKZA. 

*  'Tis  fortune's  wont,  with  disappointment's  steel, 

To  separate  companions.    I  can,  then,  do  nought. 
When  soul  from  body  parts,  see !  what  all  feel ; 
And  yet  to  part  with  friends  with  fiercer  pain  is  fraught.' 

With  these  declarations  they  took  leave  of  each  other,  and  turned  to  their 
respective  homes.  Now,  a  wise  man  of  clear  intellect  will  draw  the 
following  lesson  frx)m  this  story.  In  time  of  emergency  he  will  not  let  slip 
an  opportunity  of  making  truce  with  an  enemy,  and  when  his  object  is 
attained,  he  will  not  neglect  to  observe  the  requisite  caution.  Praise  be  to 
God !  the  Rat,  notwithstanding  his  weakness  and  helplessness  when  encom- 


^  That  is,  according  to  Stewart,  *  distant  intercourse.' 


CHAPTER    Vn.      STOST    HI.  443 

passed  by  a  variety  of  perils,  and  stuTonnded  by  powerM  foes  anJ  migbty 
enemies,  by  baying  reconrse  to  ingenious  stratagems  drew  one  of  tbem  into 
the  net  of  amity,  and  by  means  of  his  Mendship  escaped  from  the  toirent  of 
calamity,  and  having  found  an  opportunity,  discharged  his  promises,  and 
fulfilled  the  duties  of  caution  and  foresight.  If  persons  of  wisdom  and 
understanding,  and  people  of  sagacity  and  penetration,  will  make  these 
experiences  a  pattern  for  their  own  undertakings,  and  take  these  directions 
as  their  guide  in  performing  the  important  business  of  life,  both  the  com- 
mencements and  the  conclusions  of  their  affairs  will  be  linked  and  attended 
with  abundant  success ;  and  happiness  in  this  world  and  blessiiig  in  the  next 
will  accompany  them  in  their  fortunate  career. 

STANZA. 

They  who  the  guidance  of  the  wise  obey ; 

Danger  will  ne'er  their  happy  state  come  nigh. 
The  waters  of  experience  allay, 

For  them  the  dust  of  troubles ;  so  that  it 
Will  never  rest  upon  their  fortunes  high. 

And  who  their  greatness  prudently  commit 
To  cautious  keeping — in  their  dignity 

No  eyil  influence  will  work  decay. 
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CHAPTER  Vni. 

ON  AVOIDING  THE  MALEVOLENT,  AND  NOT  RELYING  ON  THEIR 

PROFESSIONS  OF  ATTACHMENT. 

DTTBODUCnOir. 

The  world-adorning  King  said  to  tlie  Sage  of  fortunate  judgment, 

OOUPLBT. 

*  0  Thou !  who  like  the  latter  morn,  from  head  to  foot,  art  pure  and  true ; 
And,  like  to  Wisdom's  primal  ray,  art  wholly  wiae  and  learned  too. 

Thou  hast  with  discourse  free  from  the  reproach  of  fault,  and  arrangement 
clear  of  the  brand  of  doubt  and  suspicion,  related  the  story  of  one  who,  when 
overpowering  enemies  and  triumphant  foes  assailed  him,  and  there  was  no 
way  for  flight  on  any  side,  and  a  safe  egress  was  not  to  be  imagined ;  yet 
sought  assistance  from  one  of  those  foes  and  arranged  a  peace,  and  by  the  aid 
of  his  alliance  escaped  from  the  injuries  of  the  others,  and  remained  secure 
from  danger,  and  peril,  and  mischief,  and  calamity,  and  having  faithfully 
performed  his  promise  made  at  that  crisis  to  his  foe,  yet  preserved  his  own 
person  frx>m  him,  and,  by  the  blessing  of  caution  and  the  happy  influence  of 
sagacity,  arrived  frx>m  the  whirlpool  of  calamity  on  the  shore  of  safety  and 
salvation.  Now,  I  respectfully  request  thee  to  recite  the  story  of  the 
rancorous  and  malignant,  whether  it  is  better  to  shim  and  avoid  them,  or  to 
miT  with  them  and  join  in  their  mirth.  If  one  of  them  should  make  con- 
ciliatory advances,  and  manifest  a  desire  to  be  courteous,  ought  one  to  listen 
to  him,  or  altogether  deny  to  his  offers  a  place  in  one's  consideration  ?'  The 
Brdhman  said, 

OOUPLKT. 

0  thou !  far-seeing  like  the  mind,  from  wisdom's  early  rise ; 
Like  reason,  from  commencement  of  creation  skilled  and  wise. 

Whoever  is  assisted  by  the  grace  of  the  holy  spirit,  or  is  supported  by  the 
aid  of  perfect  reason,  will  undoubtedly  see  that  it  is  incumbent  to  practise 
in  all  his  affairs  the  utmost  caution,  and  will  well  discern  the  divisions  of 
good  and  ill,  and  the  positions  of  gain  and  detriment;  nor  will  it  be 
concealed  from  him  that  it  is  more  safe  to  withdraw  from  friends  who  are 
displeased,  and  from  companions  who  have  been  injured.  And  to  avoid  the 
ambushed  wiles  of  the  malicious  and  the  perils  of  the  treachery  of  those  who 
pretend  to  sell  wheat,  while  they  are  vendors  of  barley,  is  a  cause  of  security 
frt)m  danger.  And  this  especially  is  the  case,  when  one  sees  with  the  eye  of 
understanding  a  change  in  his  friend's  internal  sentiments  and  an  alteration 


CHAPTEfi  YIU.      9T0RT  I.  445 

in  his  confidence,  and  surveys  with  clearness  the  donbtings  of  [his  former 
Mends']  mind  and  the  suspicions  of  his  heart. 

TEBSB. 

Is  thy  foe  rezed  and  injiired  ^  then,  beware ! 

Who  has  heen  hurt  will  striye  to  wonnd  again : 
His  first  adyances  may  be  kind  and  fair, 

At  last  he'll  make  thee  suffer  ruefid  pain. 

And  whoever  discerns  in  the  resentful  the  signs  of  hostility,  must  take 
care  not  to  give  them  a  good  opportunity*;  nor  to  be  deceived  by  their 
oily  language  and  shew  of  courtesy.  Kor  must  he  neglect  caution  and 
vigilance,  and  foresight ;  for  if  he  act  contrary  to  this  principle,  he  will 
make  a  target  of  his  life  for  the  arrow  of  calamity,  and  kindle  the  fire 
of  anguish  in  the  area  of  his  breast. 

00T7FLBT. 

To  foel  secure  from  enemies,  is  fraught  with  many  an  ill ; 
Who  sows  neglect,  his  gamer  must  with  heart's  affliction  fill. 

And  of  the  number  of  stories,  which  have  been  inscribed  on  the  volume 
of  the  minds  of  the  venerable,  that  of  Ibn-i  Madfn  and  the  Lark  possesses 
great  beauty  and  perfect  excellence.'     The  king  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY   I. 

The  Brdhman  said,  'They  have  related  that  there  was  a  king,  whose 
name  was  Ibn-i  Madfn,  possessed  of  a  lofty  spirit,  and  clear  intellect.  He 
had  raised  the  lofty  edifice  of  his  kingdom  by  the  exertions  of  power  to 
the  dome  of  Arcturus ;  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  geometrician,  grandeur,  had 
carried  the  extensive  pedestal  of  his  glory  beyond  the  pinnacle  of  the 
heaven  of  heavens. 

00T7FLBT. 

A  king  with  angcl-retinue ;  as  Jamshld  fortunate ; 

Throned  on  the  moon  and  sun ;  and  like  the  sky  in  lofty  state. 

And  he  had  an  attachment  of  the  strongest  kind  for  a  Lark.  Now  this 
Lark  was  a  bird  of  perfect  beauty,  and  enchanting  voice,  and  pleasing  form, 
and  graceful  shape.  The  king  was  always  talking  to  it,  and  was  delighted 
with  its  sweet  answers  and  pleasant  tales. 

VEB8B. 

Sweet  are  winning  words  and  fair. 

And  honeyed  tales  the  heart  rejoice. 
And  he,  who  does  these  rich  gifts  share, 

Will  be  the  nobles',  princes'  choice. 


*  The  editions  read  muhmil-i  niku ;  but  I  would  suhetitute  the  reading  of  the  MSS., 
fHohaU-i  nikUf  which  appears  to  me  to  be  undoubtedly  the  true  reading. 
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It  happened  that  the  Lark  laid  an  egg,  and  brought  forth  a  young  one 
in  the  palace  of  the  king.  The  latter,  from  excess  of  fondness  [for  the 
bird]  ordered  it  to  be  brought  into  the  seraglio  and  the  attendants  of  that 
part  of  the  palace  were  commanded  to  take  the  greatest  care  in  cherishing 
it  and  its  young.  Now  that  very  day  a  son  was  bom  to  the  king,  on 
whose  forehead  shone  the  rays  of  nobleness,  and  on  the  pages  of  whose 
condition  gleamed  the  lustre  of  happy  fortune. 

STANZA. 

He  was  a  moon,  that  in  perfection's  sky 

Arose ;  and  ne'er  through  countless  years  was  such 
Beheld ; — clear-hearted,  of  bright  destiny. 

And  radiant  footsteps,  gilding  aU  they  touch ; 
Of  form  angelical,  well-starred,  august ; 

That  noble  seedling  did  fresh  life  impart 
To  the  rose-garden  of  the  empire  :  just 

As  the  fresh  north  wind  stirs  the  foliage  of  the  heart. 

As  the  young  one  of  the  Lark  grew  up,  the  prince  too  advanced,  and  a 
vast  attachment  arose  between  them ;  and  the  royal  child  was  ever  playing 
with  that  young  bird,  and  every  day  the  Lark  used  to  fly  to  the  mountains 
and  plains,  and  to  bring  two  fruits  of  a  kind  imknown  to  men ;  or,  if 
known,  unprocurable  by  them.  One  fruit  it  gave  to  the  prince,  and  with 
the  other  it  fed  its  own  young  one,  and  both  relishing  what  was  thus  given 
them,  ate  it  with  enjoyment  and  eagerness,  and  the  beneficial  effects 
thereof  were  most  rapidly  visible  in  invigorating  their  bodies  and  strength- 
ening their  frames.     Accordingly,  in  a  short  time  they  grew  much. 

OOUPLBT. 

They  sprang  up  taU  in  stature ;  flourishing        Like  the  fresh  grass  in  time  of  early  spring. 

And  through  those  services  the  Lark  was  daily  more  honored  and  esteemed ; 
and  its  place  in  the  king's  fsivor  and  regard  advanced  every  hour.  Some 
time  passed  in  this  way,  and  time  wrote  many  leaves — white  and  black — ^the 
leaves  of  day  and  night.  One  day  the  Lark  had  gone  away  and  its  young 
one  leapt  on  the  young  prince's  bosom,  and,  with  the  claw  of  violence, 
inflicted  a  woimd  in  his  hand.  The  fire  of  wrath  blazed  up  in  the  prince, 
and  plunged  him  into  the  whirlpool  of  inconsiderate  action  and  violence,  so 
that  he  cast  dirt  into  the  eyes  of  honorable  feeling,  and  magnanimity,  and, 
giving  to  the  winds  the  ties  of  friendship  and  long  acquaintance,  seized  the 
bird  by  the  leg  and,  whirling  it  round  his  head,  dashed  it  with  such  force 
against  the  ground,  that  it  was  instantly  crushed  ^  and  perished  on  the  rack 
of  destruction. 


Lit.,  'became  equal  with  the  ground.' 
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OOUPLBT. 

Alas !  the  rose's  tender  branch,  which  did  bnt  now  its  blossoms  spread, 
Too  soon,  before  the  chilly  breath  of  autonm,  has  those  blossoms  shed. 

When  the  Lark  returned,  it  beheld  its  young  one  killed.  There  was  cause 
to  fear  that  the  bird  of  its  life  would  take  wing  from  the  cage  of  its  body. 
Prom  horror  at  that  circumstance,  a  mourning  arose  in  its  heart — the  type  of 
the  lamentation  at  the  last  judgment.  And  from  the  occurrence  of  that 
catastrophe,  grief  took  up  its  place  within  the  Lark's  bosom  as  ineffaceable  as 
characters  on  stone.  It  raised  its  lamentations  and  outcries  to  the  height  of 
the  moon  and  the  planet  Mercury. 

COUPLET. 

'  Ah  me  !  the  light  that  did  anoint  my  eyes'  far  seeing  gaze  ia  lost, 
The  leaf  of  joy  in  my  sad  heart,  is  gone,  and  all  my  hopes  are  crossed.' 

After  much  lamentation  and  infinite  regrets,  the  Lark  thought  to  itself, 
'  Thou  hast  kindled  this  flame  of  calamity,  and  it  is  thou  that  hast  sold  the 
goods  of  tranquillity  for  the  uproar  of  distress.  Humble  ^  as  thy  state  is, 
thou  shouldest  have  made  thy  nest  on  the  top  of  a  wall.  What  hadst  thou 
to  do  with  the  seraglio  of  the  sultan  ?  and  when  thou  oughtest  to  have  been 
engaged  in  rearing  thy  young,  why  didst  thou  employ  thyself  in  the  tutelage 
of  the  king's  son  ?  Hadst  thou  been  satisfied  with  thy  comer  and  thy  morsel, 
thou  wouldest  not  this  day  have  been  involved  in  this  calamity,  and 
wouldest  not  have  suffered  grief  from  these  circumstances.  And  sages  have 
said,  *  Hapless  is  any  one  who  is  thrown  upon  the  society  of  the  tyrannical, 
for  the  rein  of  their  good  faith  is  very  relaxed,  and  the  basis  of  their  fidelity 
is  very  weak.  They  have  always  the  cheek  of  honor  lacerated  by  the  injuries 
of  oppression,  and  they  fill  up  the  foimtain  of  generosity  with  the  dirt  of 
insincerity  and  injustice.  Neither  has  former  companionship  any  weight 
with  them,  nor  do  they  regard  previous  services  and  the  ties  of  attendance. 

COUPLET. 

In  the  service  of  a  person  quite  devoid  of  grateful  sense, 

Must  thou  not  thy  time  let  perish,  without  thanks  or  recompense. 

In  the  school  of  the  revengeful  they  regard  the  forgiveness  of  offences,  which 
is  the  attribute  of  liberal  men,  as  inadmissible  and  prohibited.  And  in- 
gratitude, which  brands  the  impious,  they  think  allowable  and  admissible  in 
the  law  of  pride.  Pray,  then,  what  advantage  can  one  derive  jfrom  associat- 
ing with  parties  who  forget  the  previous  services  of  their  sincere  Mends  ?  or 
what  benefits  can  result  from  attendance  on  a  class  who  allow  the  friendly 
connection  of  interested  associates  to  pass  from  their  memory  ? 


^  The  printed  edition  has  here  khdri  for  khtodri;  and  in  the  next  line  mashghid  thud  for 
fMuhghid  bdyad  thud* 
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COUPLET. 

One  who  is  blind  to  firiendship's  rights,  'twere  shame 
To  mention,  in  the  rank  of  men,  his  name. 

And  I  have  associated  myself  with  a  tribe  who  make  no  account  of  the 
perpetration  of  things  of  great  magnitude,  where  themselves  are  the  offenders, 
while  they  regard  a  trifling  fault  on  the  part  of  others  as  excessive. 

OOUPLBT. 

Hare  they  a  fiuling  of  their  own  ?  they  call 't 
Yirtae ;  and  name  thy  virtne  a  huge  fiiult. 

And  I,  in  fine,  will  not  let  slip  the  opportunity  of  revenge  and  the  hour  of 
requital,  and  I  will  not  rest  nor  allow  myself  to  repose  until  I  have  exacted 
vengeance  for  my  young  one  ^m  this  merciless  tyrant  and  cruel  oppressor, 
who,  without  just  grounds,  has  slain  one  bom  at  the  same  time,  his  play- 
mate, and  companion  and  friend,  and  without  a  cause  has  destroyed  the 
sharer  of  his  house  and  bed. 

OOTJPLBT. 

I'll  set  all  loTe,  all  pity,  too,  aside.         And  fdel  for  my  burning  hate  provide. 

He  then  sprang  remorselessly  in  the  face  of  the  prince,  and  tore  out  the 
world-surveying  eyes  of  that  refresher  of  the  visual  organs  of  the  empire, 
and,  flying  away,  settied  on  a  pinnacle  of  the  castie.  Intelligence  of  this 
was  conveyed  to  the  king.  He  wept  for  the  eyesight  of  his  son,  and  wished 
to  entice  the  bird  into  the  net  of  deceit,  and  having  imprisoned  it  in  the  cage 
of  calamity,  to  command  that  the  punishment  due  to  its  offence  should  be 
carried  into  execution.  He  then  came  under  the  castie-wall,  and  standing 
opposite  the  Lark,  said,  'Friend  of  my  existence!  come  down  frx)m  this 
height  for  thy  life  is  safe. 

HBXXSTICH. 

What  though  thy  musky  tresses  erred }    'Tis  past. 

Now  destroy  not  our  intercourse,  nor  cause  the  plant  of  my  enjoyment  to 
wither.'  The  Lark  replied,  '  0  king !  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  all  to  obey 
thy  command.  After  wandering  for  a  long  time  in  the  desert  of  reflection  I 
had  arrived  at  the  confines  of  this  thought,  that  for  the  remainder  of  my  life 
I  should  regard  the  royal  palace  as  the  sanctuary  of  my  wishes,  and  the  shrine 
of  my  prosperity,  and  not  gallop  the  steed  of  my  energies,  save  in  the  court  of 
this  lord.  My  idea  was  that  I  might  be  happy  and  tranquil  under  the  shade  of 
thy  favor,  like  the  doves  in  the  temple  of  Makkah ;  and,  exerting  myself  in  the 
path  ^  of  honourable  and  kindly  feeling,  I  might  arrive  at  the  elevation  of  a 
pure  unruffled  content.  Now,  however,  that  they  have  thought  fit  to  slay  my 
young  one  in  the  seraglio  like  a  sacrifice  offered  by  pilgrims,  how  can  I  have 


^  For  the  martpat-i  maruwat  of  the  editions^  I  feel  inclined  to  read,  with  some  MSS., 
tarikah-i  maruwat^  and  I  have  translated  accordingly.  However,  some  may  prefer  marwafy 
as  referring  to  the  temple  of  Makkah  mentioned  just  before. 
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any  desire  left  to  circumambulate  ^  this  house.  And  yet,  notwithstanding  all 
this,  if  I  were  aware  of  anything  equivalent  to  sweet  life,  I  would  acquiesce 
and  take  service  with  the  ladies  of  the  sacred  precincts  of  the  seraglio,  but, 

C0T7FLET. 

The  bird  once  scared  that  has  escaped  the  net, 
Will  for  no  grain  its  terror  then  forget. 

And  moreover  the  traditionary  saying,  *The  believer  mU  not  he  stung  from  one 
hole  twieey  is  proved  correct :  and  it  behoves  an  acute  person  not  to  try  the  same 
thing  twice,  nor  to  suffer  a  second  time  from  the  wound  of  the  same  animal. 

COnPLXT. 

Hast  thou  e*er  heard  the  saying  of  the  wise  } 
'  He  will  repent  who  the  once  tested  tries.* 

And,  again,  it  is  dear  to  the  luminous  mind  of  the  king  that  an  offender 
cannot  live  secure.  For  if  his  punishment  in  this  temporary  state  be  delayed, 
yet  that  of  the  eternal  world  is  still  to  be  expected  by  him.  And  if,  by  the 
aid  of  lofty  good-fortune  he  escape  the  former,  he  must  taste  the  bitterness  of 
chastisement  through  the  sufferings  of  his  children  and  grandchildren ;  and 
he  must  in  this  way  experience  the  abasement  of  the  tortures  and  disastrous 
results  which  his  crime  entails.  For  the  temper  of  the  world  is  a  security  for 
the  quality  of  requital,  and  the  disposition  of  fortune  guarantees  the  character 
of  proportionate  rewards.  Accordingly  the  king's  son  devised  treachery 
against  my  young  one ;  and  from  me,  without  my  option,  but  in  the  way  of 
requital,  affliction  fell  upon  him.  And  it  is  impossible  that  any  one  should 
drink  a  draught  from  the  cup  of  oppression,  and  not  suffer  frx)m  the 
intoxication  of  calamity ;  or  plant  the  seedling  of  injustice  in  the  garden  of 
action,  and  not  reap  the  fruit  of  torture  and  anguish. 

OOTJFLBT. 

Fools  that  sow  seeds  of  colocynth,  must  not 
Expect  to  reap  sweet  cane  will  be  their  lot. 

But,  perhaps,  the  king  has  not  heard  the  story  of  D4n4dil'  and  the 
thieves,  and  the  retribution  which  befell  the  latter  has  not  reached  the  royal 
ear  ? '    The  king  asked,  'How  was  that? ' 

STORY  n. 

The  Lark  said,  '  They  have  related  that  in  the  city  of  Bakkah  there 
was  a  darvesh,  adorned  with  estimable  qualities  and  commendable  manners, 
and  the  plant  of  his  actions  was  beautified  with  the  flowers  of  virtuous 
feelings  and  excellent  habits.    Inasmuch  as  he  possessed  a  heart  rendered 


^  The  word  tawdf  signifies  the  dbrcumambulation  of  the  K'abah  by  pilgrims,  which  they 
are  enjoined  to  do  seven  times. 
«  That  is,  *  Wise-heart.' 

2  o 
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wise  by  a  knowledge  of  spiritual  truth,  they  used  to  call  him  Danadil  and 
the  people  of  that  city  entertained  a  strong  regard  for  him. 

COUPLBT. 

He  to  whom  wisdom  docs  all  truths  impart, 
Is  the  soul's  friend,  the  ointment  of  the  heart. 

At  one  time  in  his  life  he  set  out  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Sacred  House, ^ 
and  entered  on  his  journey  without  a  friend  or  companion.  A  party  of 
thieves  came  up  with  him ;  and,  suspecting  that  he  had  considerable  wealth, 
formed  the  desire  of  slaying  hhn.  D&nadil  said,  '  The  worldly  wealth  that 
I  have  with  me  is  no  great  matter,  beyond  what  will  suffice  as  provision 
for  the  way  on  my  pilgrimage.  If  your  wishes  are  satisfied  by  that  amount, 
it  is  of  no  consequence,  take  the  things  and  leave  me  alone  to  bring  this 
journey  to  an  end  in  reliance  on  God  and  destitute  of  other  support ;  and 
to  make  of  the  dust  of  the  temple's  threshold  a  collyrium  for  the  eye 
of  my  expectation. 

COUFLST. 

I'll  to  his  dweUing  go,  my  head  upon  his  threshold  lay. 
And  make  collyrium  for  my  eyes  of  dust  from  his  doorway.' 

The  merdlesB  robbers,  giving  no  heed  to  these  words,  drew  their  swords 
to  put  him  to  death.  The  hapless  darvesh  looked  in  every  direction  like 
one  aghast ;  and,  as  is  the  wont  of  those  in  distress,  sought  for  aid  and 
deliverance.  In  that  terrible  desert  and  fearful  and  alarming  wilderness, 
not  a  living  creature  met  his  sight ;  save  that  at  that  time  a  flock  of  cranes 
was  flying  above  their  heads.  Ddniidil  called  out,  '  0  cranes !  I  have  fallen 
captive  in  this  desert  into  the  hands  of  cruel  men,  and,  save  the  Lord  of 
the  unseen  world,  no  one  is  acquainted  with  my  condition.  Do  ye  exact 
vengeance  for  me  from  this  gang,  and  require  my  blood  at  their  hands?' 
The  robbers  laughed  and  said,  '  What  is  thy  name  ? '  He  replied,  '  Danadil.' 
'Marry,'  quoth  they,  'thy  heart  has  not  a  particle  of  wisdom.  We  are 
sure  that  thou  art  a  fool.  And  whoever  is  devoid  of  reason  there  will 
ensue  nothing  very  bad  from  kilting  him.'  Danadil  replied,  '  Surefy  thou 
wilt  see  when  the  dust  is  cleared  atoai/,*  I  will  here  recite  in  your  ear  somewhat 
as  to  retribution,  and  I  will  bring  under  your  observation  a  trifle  with 
respect  to  the  requital  of  actions;  but  yet  a  class  of  whose  nature  the 
characteristic  is,  '  They  are  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind,  therefore  will  they  not 
repent,* '  what  knowledge  have  they  of  this  matter  ? 


^  The  templo  at  Makkah. 

>  Kur'&n,  Fl.  ii.  17;  Mar.  18;  Sale,  p.  3,  1.  7 :  'These  are  the  men,  who  have  pur- 
chasecl  error  at  the  price  of  true  direction :  but  their  traffic  hath  not  been  gainful,  neither 
hare  they  been  rif  htly  directed.  They  are  like  unto  one  who  kindleth  a  fire,  and  when  it 
hath  enlightened  afl  around  him ;  God  taketh  away  their  light  and  leareth  them  in  Hfti-Vn^^ffr^ 
they  shall  not  see ;  they  are  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind,  therefore  will  they  not  repent.' 
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OOUPLBT. 

If  one  with  prudence,  too,  possessed  an  ear, 

He  would  these  sayings  with  deep  pleasure  hear/ 

However  much  D4n&dil  addressed  them,  the  ear  of  their  understanding 
was  insensible  to  his  truthfiil  discourse,  and  the  visual  faculty  of  their  sight 
did  not  behold  the  manifestation  of  the  beauty  of  reality.  They  killed  him 
and  took  his  effects.  When  the  news  of  his  murder  reached  the  people  of  the 
city,  they  were  sad  and  felt  much  regret  for  his  loss,  and  were  ever  on  the 
look-out  to  catch  his  murderers.  At  last,  after  a  considerable  interval  most 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  had  assembled  on  the  day  of  'Id  in  worship, 
and  the  murderers  of  Ddn&dil  also  had  taken  their  places  in  one  comer  in 
that  meeting.  In  the  midst  of  the  prayers,  a  number  of  cranes  passing 
through  the  air  flew  over  the  heads  of  the  robbers,  and  uttered  such  plaintive 
cries,  that  from  their  wailing  the  people  stopped  reading  the  daily  lessons, 
and  the  repetition  of  the  names  of  GK>d.  One  of  the  robbers  laughed,  and 
said  sneeringly  to  a  comrade,  'They  are  certainly  requiring  the  blood  of 
Ddn&diL'  It  happened  that  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  overheard 
this  speech,  and  told  it  to  another.  In  a  short  time  they  informed  the 
governor  of  it.  They  were  then  seized,  and  after  a  short  inquiry  they  con- 
fessed, and  the  retribution  for  the  innocent  blood  [they  had  shed]  having 
reached  them,  they  met  with  the  suitable  retaliation. 

STANZA. 

Throughout  this  world,  who  did  e'er  string  the  how 

Of  wrong,  that  on  him  was  not  swiftly  hurled 
Etenal  curses,  shaft-like,  and  he  so 

Became  a  butt  for  vengeance  ?    In  this  world 
Who  thinks  to  play  the  tyrant,  will  ere  long 
A  warning  prove  to  those  he  fain  would  wrong. 

And  I  have  adduced  this  story  in  order  that  the  king  may  know  that  my 
boldness  in  woundiog  the  prince  was  inspired  by  retributive  justice  and  the 
requirements  of  retaliation.  Else  whence  could  a  feeble  bird  have  strength 
for  such  a  deed  ?  And  since  this  action  has  been  perpetrated  by  me,  the 
command  of  reason,  the  controller,  is,  that  I  should  not  obey  thy  mandate ; 
nor,  relying  upon  thee,  be  led  by  the  cord  of  treachery  and  deceit  into  a  pit. 

HElflSTIOH. 

'Tis  best  I  shun  the  service  of  the  king.' 

The  king  replied,  'What  thou  hast  said  is  allied  to  truthfulness  and 
prudence,  and  fraught  with  the  advantages  of  wisdom  and  the  beneficial 
results  of  good  sense,  and  I  know  that,  in  accordance  with  the  saying,  '  The 
beginner  is  the  most  in  the  wrongy  the  fault  was  my  son's,  since  wi^ut  any 
previous  offence  on  its  part  he  killed  thy  young  one.  Thus,  then,  by  way  of 
retribution,  as  it  is  said,  '  The  retaliatum  of  evil  tmght  to  he  an  evil  propoT' 

2  o  2 
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tionate  thereto,^ '  thou  hast  exacted  a  rightful  quittance.  'Noj  more,  I  am 
thankM  that  thou  didst  not  proceed  to  skty  him,  and  wast  satisfied  with 
destroying  his  sight.  Now,  neither  hast  thou  any  rancor  left,  nor  have  I 
any  wish  to  injure  thee.  Believe  my  word,  and  do  not  foolishly  persevere 
in  withdrawing  and  separating  thyself,  and  know  that  I  regard  revenge  as  a 
fJEoling  in  man,  and  look  upon  forgiveness  as  one  of  the  virtues  of  noble 
minds.  I  will  never  smite  the  hand  of  rejection  upon  the  forehead  of  virtue, 
nor  turn  the  face  of  acceptance  towards  vice.  Kay,  my  desire  is  to  do  good 
in  return  for  evil,  and  if  an  injury  befEdl  me  from  any  one,  to  recompence 
him  with  a  benefit. 

QUATBADT. 

'Tib  not  onr  practice  to  be  pretexts  seeking, 

Good- will  and  trathful  speaking  are  our  mood. 

And  those  who  wrath  upon  us  have  been  wreaking, 

Hare  we  the  power,  to  them  we  aye  do  good.' 

The  Lark  replied,    'My  return  b  altogether  impossible;  for  the  wise 

renounce  the  companionship  of  a  friend  who  has  been  alienated;  and  it  is 

recorded  among  the  maxims  of  sages,  that  although  men  may  shew  an 

increase  of  courtesy  and  conciliation  to  persons  whose  feelings  have  been 

wounded,  and  regard  it  as  incumbent  on  them  to  treat  such  persons  with 

respect  and  kindliness,  still  their  suspicions  and  aversion  will  augment,  and 

this  being  the  case,  it  becomes  necessary  to  avoid  them. 

8TAKZA. 

My  friend !  when  thou  hast  any  one  offended, 

Be  not  on  soothing  him  intent : 
The  more  he  sees  thy  services  extended, 

The  more  his  doubts  of  thee  augment.' 

The  king  rgoined,  '  0  Lark !  cease  these  words,  for  thou  art  as  a  son  to 
me,  nay,  even  dearer  still,  and  I  have  not  the  same  affection  for  any  of  my 
kinsmen  or  connections,  that  I  have  for  thee.  No  one  ever  plans  mischief 
against  his  own  kin,  or  entertains  vengefrd  or  hostile  feelings  towards  his 
intimates.'  The  Lark  answered,  *  The  wise  have  delivered  their  sentence  as 
to  relations,  and  have  spoken  in  detail  as  to  the  circumstances  of  each ;  and 
have  thus  pronounced,  '  Mother  and  father  are  real  friends ;  ^  and  brothers 
are  as  comrades  and  attached  companions ;  and  a  wife  is  in  the  position  of 
one  who  shares  in  social  intercourse;  and  daughters  are  equivalent  to 
antagonists,  and  all  other  kinsfolk  are  no  better  than  strangers.     But  men 


1  Eur'iai,  Fl.  xlii.  38;  Mar.  39;  Sale,  p.  360,  1.  27,  *But  the  reward,  which  is  with 
God  is  better,  and  more  durable  for  those  who  believe,  and  put  their  trust  in  their  Lord ; 

and  who,  when  an  injury  is  done  them,  avenge  themselves,  (and  the  re- 
taliation of  evil  ought  to  be  an  evil  proportionate  thereto ;)  but  he  who  forgiveth,  and  is 
reconciled  unto  his  enemy,  shall  receive  his  reward  from  God ;  for  He  loveth  not  the  unjust 
doers.' 

'  From  these  lines  we  mav  learn  the.  distinction  between  cUut  and  rafiky  and  jfdr  and 
MaJtnd;  these  words  being  in  fact  a  descending  series. 
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wish  for  a  son  to  perpetoate  their  name,  and  regard  him  as  the  same  as  soul 
and  hody,  nor  do  they  allot  to  any  one  a  share  in  the  value  and  regard  they 
set  upon  him.  Thus  I  can  never  be  to  thee  in  the  place  of  a  son ;  and  even 
supposing  that  thou  shouldest  hold  me  as  a  son,  yet  when  calamity  comes 
upon  thee,  and  misfortune  and  disaster  assaQ  thee,  thou  wilt  cease  to  regard 
me,  for  however  dear  one  may  hold  another,  and  however  much  he  may 
say,  *  I  prefer  thee  to  myself  and  would  not  withhold  my  life  for  thee ; 

REUISnCH. 

What  then  is  life,  that  it  for  thee  I  should  forbear  to  sacrifice  ? ' 

when  trouble  arises  and  things  come  to  such  a  point  that  Hfe  must  be 
renounced,  a  person  will  undoubtedly  convey  himself  from  the  strait  of  that 
peril  to  the  open  expanse  of  safety,  and  will  in  no  wise  sacrifice  the  ready 
coin  of  existence  for  another. 

OOUPLBT.* 

A  man  should  from  no  risk  or  peril  fly,  Nor  for  the  sake  of  others  fear  to  die. 

But  perhaps  the  king  has  not  heard  the  story  of  the  Old  Woman  and 
Muhastf,  and  has  not  been  informed  of  what  happened  to  them  ? '  The  king 
said,  '  Explain  to  me  how  that  was.' 

STORY  ni. 

The  Lark  said,  '  They  have  related  that  an  indigent  Old  Woman  had  a 
daughter,  by  name  Muhastf,  such  that  the  fiilL  moon  envied  the  brightness  of 
her  lustrous  cheek ;  and  the  world-illuminating  sun,  from  the  reflection  of 
her  enchanting  countenance,  sate  down  perspiring  with  shame. 

YBSBS. 

Maid  of  soft  words,  that  stole  the  sense  away, 

And  robbed  the  sweetmeat-maker  of  his  worth : 
Did  she  but  one  coquettish  grace  display, 

It  raised  a  thousand  troubles  on  the  earth, 

And  her  one  look  to  thousand  broils  gave  birth. 

All  of  a  sudden  the  blighting  glance  of  unpropitious  fortune  having  fallen 
on  that  rose-cheeked  cypress,  she  laid  her  head  on  the  pillow  of  sickness ;  and 
in  the  flower-garden  of  her  beauty,  in  place  of  the  damask-rose,  sprang  up 
the  branch  of  the  saffiron.  Her  fresh  jessamine,  from  the  violence  of  the 
burning  illness,  lost  its  moisture ;  and  her  hyacinth  frdl  of  curls,  lost  all  its 
endurance  from  the  fever  that  consumed  her. 

COUPLET. 

Her  graceful  form,  with  lengthened  sufferings  spent, 
Was  like  her  perfumed  musky  tresses — ^bent. 
The  Old  Woman  hovered  round  her  daughter,  and  with  eyes  moist  as  vernal 


^  This  couplet  is  evidently  out  of  its  place.    It  should  follow  the  hemistich,  otherwise 
it  directly  contradicts  the  speaker's  sentiments. 


454  ANYAR-I  SUHAILi;   OB,    THB  LIOUTS   OJP   CAK0PIT8. 

douds,  was  saying  tenderly  and  sorrowfully,  '  Life  of  thy  mother !  may  my 
life  be  a  sacrifice  for  thee,  and  may  the  head  of  this  infirm  one,  wearied  ont 
in  the  comer  of  distress,  be  the  dust  of  thy  feet !  I  will  make  myself  an 
offering  for  thee,  and  redeem,  with  the  half  life  I  possess,  thy  existence. 

HSIOBTICH. 

Does  thy  bead  ache  ?  then  for  it  me  devote.^ 
Every  morning  she  used  to  say,  with  many  sighs  and  lamentations,  '  0 
God !  spare  ihis  young  inexperienced  maid,  and  take  in  her  stead  this  broken- 
down  old  woman  tired  of  her  life. 

TBBSE. 

What  of  my  life  remainfi  to  me, 

Take  and  increaae  her  life  withal. 
Thongh  dwindled  to  a  hair  I  be, 

From  her  head  let  not  one  hair  flfdl.' 

In  short  the  Old  Woman,  in  accordance  with  the  love  of  mothers  and 
maternal  tenderness,  day  and  night  exerted  herself  in  prayer  and  supplication, 
and  freely  offered  to  bestow  the  life  which  was  left  to  her  for  her  beloved 
child.  One  day  it  happened  that  a  cow  belonging  to  the  old  woman  returned  from 
the  desert,  and  entered  the  kitchen ;  and  induced  by  the  smell  of  soup,  put  its 
head  in  to  a  cauldron,  and  ate  the  contents.  But  when  it  tried  to  extricate  its 
head,  it  was  unable  to  do  so.  Thereupon,  becoming  furious,  it  went  out  of  the 
kitchen  with  the  pot  just  as  it  was,  on  its  head ;  and  ran  from  one  comer  to 
another.  At  the  time  the  cow  came  back  the  Old  Woman  was  not  in  the  house, 
and  was  ignorant  of  those  circumstances.  When  she  came  home  and  saw  an 
object  of  that  form  and  appearance  going  round  the  house,  she  imagined 
that  it  was  Izrdil,  who  had  come  to  seize  the  soul  of  Muhastf .  Forthwith 
she  uttered  a  shriek,  and  said  most  piteously, 


'  Angel  of  death !    Muhasti  am  not  I ; 

I  am  bttt  a  poor  old  woman,  fdU  of  woe. 
Then  if  thon  wonld'st  remove  her  spirit,  why. 

She  is  within  that  chamber,  thou  must  know. 
Tes !  if  Muhasti  is  required  by  thee, 

Lo !  she  is  there ;  take  her,  but  let  me  go.' 
Thus  whom  she  valued  in  security, 

She  soon  surrendered ;  seeing  danger  near. 
Enow !  if  the  question  is  to  live  or  die, 

To  ayery  man  himself  will  prove  moat  dear. 

And  I,  this  day,  have  divested  myself  of  all  connections  and  separated  myself 
from  all  mankind,  and  I  have  been  so  plentifully  supplied  with  things  in  thy 
service  that  tiie  caravan  of  my  strength  is  loaded  therewith,  and  is  unable  to 
support  any  farther  burthen. 

^  Lit.,  *  Turn  me  round  thy  head.'    This  means  ^  devote/  as  in  the  ceremony  of  taking 
Miother's  calamities  upon  one.     Vide  E&ndn-i  Isl&m,  p.  92,  note. 
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HEMISTICH. 

I  fear  my  body  is  too  feeble,  and  this  bttrthcn  cannot  bear. 

And  what  living  being  can  endure  that  they  should  give  the  comer  of  his 
heart  to  the  fire  of  injustice,  and  its  fruit  to  the  winds  of  destruction  ? 
and  having  cast  the  light  of  his  eyes  into  the  gloom  of  extinction, 
should  deprive  him  of  the  joy  of  his  life  ?  And  when  I  think  of  my  precious 
offspring,  that  was  the  light  of  my  tearfiil  eyes,  and  the  delight  of  my 
afflicted  breast,  the  sea  of  regret  rolls  its  billows,  and  plunges  the  vessel  of 
patience  into  the  whirlpool  of  perturbation,  and  the  flame  of  .the  fire  of 
bewilderment,  rising  higher,  consumes  at  once  the  goods  of  endurance  and 
toleration. 

STANZA. 

I  wander  in  a  world  of  giiei^  and  to  the  sea  that  circles  round  me 

None  can  find  a  limit ;  rarely  shore  or  Umit  none  is  there. 
I  said  I  would,  by  patience,  floe  the  watery  prison-house  that  bound  me. 

Lo !  the  ship  of  patience  founders,  nought  Ib  left  me  but  despair. 

And  in  addition  to  aU  this,  my  life  is  not  safe ;  and  to  be  cajoled  by  this 
politeness  and  feigned  courtesy,  appears  to  me  to  be  fsu:  from  the  practice  of 
wise  men.  Consequently  I  repeat  the  verse,  '  WbM  to  God  that  between 
tne  and  thee  there  was  the  distance  of  the  east  from  the  west ! ' ' 

COUPLET. 

Sure  separations  would  be  better  far.        Than  meetings  which  the  cause  of  sorrow  are.' 

The  king  rejoined,  '  If  what  thou  hast  done  had  been  without  previous 
provocation,  caution  and  avoidance  would  have  appeared  more  proper  than 
intercourse.  But  thou  hast  acted  on  the  principle  of  retaliation,  and  thy 
deed  has  been  done  by  way  of  requital.  And  the  tongue  of  righteous 
adjudication  enjoins  nought  else,  and  the  judge  of  equity,  in  return  for  such 
an  act  as  emanated  from  my  son,  directs  a  recompense  of  such  a  nature. 
Wherefore,  what  can  be  the  reason  of  thy  keeping  aloof?  and  what  the  cause 
of  thy  aversion  ?  Beflect,  I  pray,  that  before  my  son  was  bom  thou  wast 
the  companion  of  my  hours  and  the  partner  of  my  life.  And  when  my  son 
made  his  appearance  from  the  concealment  of  non-existence  in  the  expanse 
of  entity,  paternal  love  required  that  I  should  feel  delight  in  his  society.  In 
this  I  associated  him  with  thee,  and  passed  my  life  in  intercourse  with  thee  and 
in  fond  conversation  with  him.  And  now  that  the  malignant  eye  of  fortune 
has  inflicted  an  injury  on  the  jewel  of  his  sight,  the  enjoyment  that  I  felt  in 
seeing  him  is  broken  off;  but  the  gratification  of  thy  discourse,  and  the  joy 


1  Kur'Jm,  Fl.,  xliii.  37;  Mar.  36;  Sale,  d.  362,  last  line:  'Whoever  shaU  withdraw 
from  tlie  admonition  of  the  Merciful,  we  wiU  chain  a  deyil  unto  him ;  and  he  shaU  be 
his  inseparable  companion :  (and  the  devils  shall  turn  them  aside  from  the  way  of  truth ;  yet 
they  shall  imagine  themfiGhes  to  be  rightly  directed ;)  xmtil,  when  he  shaU  appear  before 
us  at  the  last  £y,  he  shall  say  unto  the  deTil,  Would  to  God  that  between  me  ana  thee  there 
was  the  Stance  of  the  cast  from  the  west  !* 
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of  addresdng  and  being  addressed  by  thee  remains.  Act  not  in  such  a 
manner  that  this  too  shall  be  altogether  destroyed;  and  that  I,  for  tho 
remainder  of  my  life,  shonld  become  a  permanent  worshiper  in  the  temple 
of  grief,  and  pass  the  time  with  sorrow,  and  chagrin,  and  vexation,  and 
despondency.  And  the  case  betwixt  me  and  thee  is  like  that  of  the  Musician 
and  the  King.'    The  Lark  inquired,  '  How  was  that  ?  * 

STORY  rsr. 

The  kiog  said,  'They  have  related  that  a  King  had  a  Musician  of  a 
pleasant  voice,  and  a  sweet  performer,  who,  by  his  enchanting  melodies 
bore  the  foot  of  reason  out  of  the  stirrup,  and  wrested  the  reins  of  self- 
possession  from  the  hand  of  patience  and  endurance. 

OOUPLBT. 

Of  tones  more  aoft,  of  voice  more  iweet  than  he, 
ThiB  crooked-becked  organ-maker  none  could  see.^ 

The  King  held  him  in  high  esteem,  and  was  ever  pleased  with  listening  to 
his  delightful  songs  and  gladsome  lays. 

OOUPLBT. 

List  to  the  minstrel,  for  his  jocund  measures,  joy  around  him  spreading, 
Now  with  bass,  and  now  with  treble,  are  Venus  bright  with  Saturn  wedding. 

And  this  Musician  was  instructing  a  clever  slave,  and  kindly  imparting  to 
him  lessons  in  playing  and  singing,  till,  in  a  short  time  he  surpassed  his 
master,  and  carried  the  harmony  of  his  performance  and  the  melody  of  his 
song  to  such  a  pitch,  that  the  fame  of  his  recitations  and  odes  went  beyond 
the  conception  of  the  thought  or  imagination ;  and  the  ears  of  high  and  low 
were  altogether  filled  with  the  rumor  and  celebrity  of  his  skill  and 
execution. 


With  his  delightsome  trills  he  did  succeed 

In  kindling  in  the  mart  of  joy,  fresh  fire : 
And  Venus'  self'  with  both  her  ears  gaye  heed, 

As  soon  as  he  began  to  touch  the  lyre. 

The  King,  having  heard  of  the  slave's  accomplishments,  deigned  to  patronize 
and  encourage  him ;  and  this  was  continued  until  he  became  a  confidential 
attendant  and  an  intimate  &vorite,  and  received  especial  marks  of  distinction. 
The  King  was  ever  charmed  with  his  exhilarating  stndns,  which  supplied  a 
q)ecimen  of  the  miracles  of  the  Messiah,  and  was  inspired  with  a  desire  for 
the  banquet  of  enjoyment,  by  the  sound  of  his  world-melting  lute,  which 
inflamed  the  hearts  of  lovers.    At  this,  the  spirit  of  envy  being  stirred  in  the 


*  I  poresume  the  sky  is  meant  here,  but  must  plainly  avow  my  ignorance  of  the  true 
signification  of  tWs  line,  and  would  thankfully  receive  an  explanation. 
2  JVoAirf, 'the  planet  Venus.' 
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heart  of  tihe  master-musician,  he  killed  the  sLave ;  and  news  of  this  deed 
reached  the  King.  The  monarch  commanded  the  offender  to  he  summoned 
into  his  presence:  and  when  they  had  conducted  him  to  the  place  of 
punishment^  the  King,  with  a  terrible  countenance,  began  to  rebuke  him,^ 
saying,  '  Didst  thou  not  know  that  I  was  fond  of  gaiety  ?  and  my  enjoyment 
was  of  two  kinds : — ^first,  in  public,  at  thy  playing ;  and  secondly,  in  private, 
at  the  singing  of  thy  slave.  What  induced  thee  to  kill  the  slave,  and  thus 
deprive  me  of  half  my  enjoyment  ?  I  will  this  moment  command  them  to  cause 
thee  to  drink  of  that  same  potion  which  thou  gavest  to  him,  that  hereafter 
none  may  venture  on  a  similar  act.'  The  words  of  the  King  recalled  to  the 
mind  of  the  Musician  his  wit,^  and  he  replied,  '  0  King !  I  have  done  ill 
that  I  have  destroyed  half  the  King's  enjoyment ;  but  how  will  it  be  if  the 
King  should  kill  me  and  so  put  an  end  to  his  own  gratification  ? '  The  King 
was  pleased  at  this  answer,  and  bestowing  on  him  a  reward,  absolved  him 
from  the  punishment  of  death. 

And  my  intention  in  adducing  this  story  is  that,  through  my  son,  one 
portion  of  happiness  and  delight  is  spoiled,  and  thou,  also,  soundest  the  note 
of  separation.  It  is  almost  come  to  pass  that  the  back  of  my  hope,  like  the 
figure  of  the  harp,  has  become  bent ;  and  that  my  afflicted  breast,  like  the 
heart  of  the  lute,  has  been  lacerated  with  the  nail  of  regret.  And  in  the  end 
a  forcible  separation  must  take  place  between  Mends ;  I  pray  thee,  do  not 
exert  thyself  to  bring  about  a  voluntary  parting,  and  give  not  from  thy  hand 
the  skirt  of  contentment.      , 

COUPLBT. 

I  pray  thee,  muke  thyself  not  strange,  since,  as  thou  knowest,*  from  each  other, 
The  envious  sky  itself  disparts  true  friends,  and  brother  from  his  brother.' 

The  Lark  replied,  'Anger  is  hidden  in  the  closet  of  the  heart,  and 
resentment  is  concealed  in  the  cell  of  the  bosom,  and  as  it  is  impossible  for 
any  one  to  be  aware  of  it,  credence  cannot  be  given  to  what  is  spoken 
by  the  tongue,  for  in  this  matter  the  tongue  does  not  speak  in  truthful 
style  of  the  purport  of  what  lies  hidden  in  the  mind,  and  language  does  not 
discharge  the  duty  of  uprightness  in  signifying  what  is  hoarded  up  in  the 
soul.  Hearts,  however,  in  accordance  with  the  saying,  *  JSearts  hear  witnsM 
to  eaek  other^  are  reciprocally  true  witnesses,  and  testimony  that  can  be 
relied  on. 

OOUFLET. 

Enough !  heart-secrets  known  are  to  the  heart ; 
To  tongue  and  lips  that  knowledge  why  impart  ? 

And  to  what  thy  tongue  is  saying,  thy  heart  does  not  assent ;  nor  is  thy  tongue 
truthful  in  making  known  what  thy  heart  contains. 


^  Az  ruux  haibatf  *  in  a  terrible  manner.* 
'  Lit.,  *  poesy.' 
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HEMISTICH. 

A  hnndred  lirefl  be  giyen  for  him  whose  tongue  and  heart  agree  together. 

0  King !  I  well  know  the  terribleness  of  thy  fury,  and  am  well  aware  of  the 
awfulness  of  thy  punishments. 

COUPLET. 

Than  monntainB  graver  far  the  wonnda,  at  times,  thy  BtinnpB  bring ; 
More  light  than  gentle  breeze  thy  reina,  when  charging  on,  0  King ! 

1  can  never  be  secure  from  thee,  nor  repose  for  a  moment  from  dread  of  the 
injury  of  thy  assault.  And  I  am  not  of  that  class  to  one  of  whom  the 
physician  said,  *  Medicine  for  the  eyes  is  more  fitting  for  thee,  than  physic  for 
a  stomach-ache.'     The  King  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  V. 

The  Lark  said,  '  A  man  came  to  a  physician,  and  being  tortured  with 
pain  in  his  stomach,  rolled  about  on  the  ground,  and  wept  bitterly  at  the 
violence  of  the  pain. 

HSMI8TICH. 

'  Doctor !  I  pray  thee  cure  me,  for  'tis  past  my  power  to  bear.' 
The  physician,  after  the  fashion  in  which  men  of  skill  give  the  precedence 
over  all  other  things  to  the  rules  for  ascertaining  causes  and  symptomB,  in 
order  that  after  diagnosis  of  the  disease  they  may  proceed  to  the  use  of  a 
remedy  which  would  be  the  cause  of  a  speedy  recovery,  inquired  of  him, 
*  What  hast  thou  eaten  to-day  ?'  The  simple  fellow  replied,  '  I  have  eaten  a 
piece  of  burnt  bread,  and  with  that  piece  of  food,  which  was  only  of  the  size 
of  one's  finger,  I  have  inflamed  the  oven  of  my  stomach.'  The  physician 
bade  his  servants  bring  medicine  for  clearing  the  eyesight  and  strengthening 
the  vision,  that  he  might  apply  it  to  the  man's  eyes.  Hereupon  the  patient 
screamed  out, 

00T7PLBT. 

'  Prithee  what  time  for  gibes  and  jokes  is  this  ? 
This  sudden  death  and  mortal  torture  is. 

0  physician !  have  done  with  bantering  and  leave  these  jests.  I  am  groaning 
with  pain  in  my  stomach,  and  thou  art  applying  to  my  eyes  coUyrium  made 
of  precious  stone !  What  has  medicine  for  the  eyes  got  to  do  with  pain  in  the 
stomach?'  The  physician  replied,  *  I  want  to  clear  thy  eyesight  that  thou 
mayest  discern  between  black  and  white,  and  so  not  eat  burnt  bread 
again.  Wherefore  a  cure  for  the  eyes  is  more  requisite  for  thee  than  physic 
for  the  stomach.' 

And  my  aim  in  improvising  this  story  is,  that  the  king  may  not  fancy  that 

1  am  one  of  those  who  cannot  distinguish  between  consumed  and  consum- 
mated,* or  discriminate  raw  from  ripe. 


^  I  have  used  these  words  to  express  the  equivoque  on  mkktah  and  sdkhtahf  *  burnt,*  and 
*  made' 
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COUPLET. 

Praifie  be  to  God !  my  wisdom  thus  far  reaches, 
'Twixt  good  and  ill  tlie  difference  it  teaches/ 

The  King  said,  '  Eetween  Mends,  many  thing  happen  of  the  nature  of 
that  which  has  taken  place  hetwixt  thee  and  me,  and  it  is  notpossihle  that  the 
road  of  yariance  should  altogether  be  lost  between  man,  and  the  path  of 
contention  and  altercation  be  closed  up.  But  every  one  who  is  adorned  with 
the  light  for  reason,  and  decorated  with  the  ornament  of  understanding,  exerts 
himself  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  to  quench  the  flames  of  wrath ;  and  to  the 
extent  of  his  ability  pours  the  water  of  meekness  on  the  fife  of  rage ;  and  is  aware 
that  in  drinking  the  beverage  of  forgiveness,  though  it  may  seem  excessively 
bitter,  the  sweetness  of  pleasure  is  included ;  and  that  to  endure  the  hard 
taste  of  long  suffering,  though  it  resembles  poison,  yet  comprehends  the 
antidote  joy. 

VXB8B. 

Be  not  thou  wroth,  for  vrrath  doth  grief  contain : 

Swallow  thy  rage,  and  'twill  be  sweet  to  thee. 
The  lightning  flashes  but  to  give  men  pain ; 

But  aye  to  swallow  is  thy  wont,  0  sea ! 
And  hence  thy  breast  is  ne'er  with  dust  ^  o'erspread, 
Though  showers  descend  all  stone-like  on  thy  head.' 

The  Lark  replied,  '  It  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  '  Whoever  treats  sin  as  a 
triJUy  faUs  into  mischief ^^  or  he  who  takes  a  grave  thing  lightly  wiU  suffer 
for  it.  This  grave  matter,  therefore,  cannot  be  treated  with  levity,  and  in 
this  serious  affair  one  must  not  choose  to  be  remiss.  I  have  spent  my  life  in 
viewing  the  trickery'  of  the  juggling  heaven,  and  played  away  my  precious 
hours  in  surveying  the  marvels  of  deceitful  fortune.  Assuredly  I  have 
gained  much  assistance  from  the  stores  of  experience,  and  derived  the  utmost 
profit  from  the  earnings  of  prudence,  and  the  principal  of  good  sense  and 
sagacity.  I  have  discovered  for  a  certainty,  then,  that  the  sparks  of  free 
option  and  the  flame  of  uncontrolled  power  consume  the  substructure  of 
promises ;  and  the  needle  of  the  pride  of  prosperity  sews  up  the  eye  of  shame 
and  good  faith  with  the  thread  of  despotism.  And  when  the  lion  of  kingly 
terror  smites  the  ground  with  the  tail  of  revenge,  cringing  and  vulpine 
artifices  are  unavailing.  It  is  best  for  me  not  to  allow  myself  a  hare's  sleep,' 
and,  shuddering  at  the  fury  of  the  tiger,  let  me,  like  the  deer,  take  the  way 
to  the  woods,  for  it  is  in  no  way  possible  for  a  weak  antagonist  to  contend 


^  To  have  dust  on  one's  head  or  breast  is  a  sign  of  woe  or  disgrace,  which  the  sea  is  said 
to  escape  because  it  swallows  cyerything,  as  the  meek  man  is  said  farit  Mtwurdanj  to  swallow 
his  anger. 

'  Muhrah  hdzi,  *  passing  off  shells  for  pearls,'  or  something  equivalent  to  what  is  vulgarly 
called  *  thimblc-rig.' 

'  Haics  arc  said  to  sleep  with  their  eyes  open.  Hare's  sleep  then  is  a  proverbial 
expression  for  the  waking  slumber  of  the  careless. 
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with  a  powerful  enemy.    Just  as  that  King  improvised  a  story  on  this  subject 
for  his  enemy.'     The  King  asked,  '  How  was  that  ?' 

STORY  VI. 

The  Lark  said,  *  They  have  rekted  that  in  the  country  of  Turkistan  there 
was  a  King,  the  Huma  of  whose  unrivaled  spirit  spread  over  the  nations  of 
mankind  the  shade  of  welfare  and  winged  victory  and  success,  and  the  '  Anka 
of  whose  exalted  banner  raised  the  head  of  elevation  beyond  the  nest  of  the 
peacocks  of  the  gardens  of  the  sky.  His  perfect  justice  bestowed  on  the  affairs 
of  state-administration  the  most  exact  order,  and  his  bounty,  in  which  all 
participated,  conducted  to  a  careful  completion  the  important  transactions  of 
the  crown. 

VSR8V. 

A  Khoflran  crown-bestowing,  throne-conferring  he, 

Did  treasures  scatter  o'er  the  crown  and  throne. 
And,  earth-snbduing,  kept  it  in  security. 

Him  men  as  Jam  and  as  Sikandar  own. 

It  befell  that  a  doubt  arose  in  the  mind  of  one  of  the  Pillars  of  the  State, 
and  he  averted  his  face  from  the  heaven-resembling  vestibule  of  the  King,  and, 
having  deceived  the  King,  brought  one  of  his  enemies  to  engage  in  battle 
and  open  hostility  with  him.  When  the  King  learned  that  his  enemy  had 
averted  the  face  of  obedience  from  the  shrine  of  submission,  and  that  the 
temptations  of  the  rebellious  and  the  seductions  of  the  Tefractory  had 
penetrated  to  the  foundation  of  his  faith ;  and  that  with  furious  intentions 
and  insensate  hopes  he  was  fostering  the  thought  of  dominion  and  chieftain- 
ship ;  and  that  with  a  heart  full  of  ancient  grudges  he  was  cherishing  the 
expectation  of  success  and  elevation ;  he  despatched  to  him  a  letter  teeming 
with  kindly  counsels,  and  an  epistle  replete  with  kingly  advice.  However, 
the  haughty  foe,  from  the  excess  of  his  arrogance  and  pride,  paid  no  attention 
to  it,  and  wherever  he  imagined  a  rebellious  band  to  exist,  drew  them  ta 
himself  by  the  noose  of  invitation. 

COUPLET. 

Some  desperate  few  he  gathered  round  him  then, 
Who  sought  the  field  when  war  grew  hot  again. 

In  short,  when  the  King  saw  that  the  draught  of  the  medicine  of  gentleness 
could  not  cure  their  gross  temperament,  which  had  altogether  turned  aside 
from  the  path  of  true  moderation,  he  sent  to  him  a  message  of  the  following 
nature,  *  1  and  thou  resemble  the  glass  and  the  stone.  Strike  either  the 
stone  on  the  glass  or  the  glass  on  the  stone,  in  both  cases  the  glass  will  break 
and  no  harm  will  happen  to  the  stone.' 

Kow  the  advantage  of  adducing  this  story  is  that  it  may  be  clear  to  the 
luminous  mind  of  the  King  that  I,  too,  am  like  the  glass,  and  am  unable  to 
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encounter  the  wrath  of  the  King,  which  is  firm  and  crushing  to  his  enemies 
as  a  rock. 

COUPLET. 

EncoTUiteT  not,  my  heart !  with  them,  the  steely-hearted  fair, 
For  thou,  of  glass  composed,  couldst  not  the  shock  of  anvils  hear. 

Though  the  King  adopts  an  attitude  of  conciliation,  and  desires  to  soothe 

with  the  oxymel  of  excuses  the  bile  of  timidity ;  still  in  the  school  of  wisdom 

it  is  unlawful  to  accept  the  excuses  of  the  rancorous  and  envious,  while  it  is 

a  command,  which  it  is  incumbeut  on  all  to  obey,  to  reply  with  rejection  and 

denial  to  the  peaceful  requisitions  of  the  hostile. 

STANZA. 

Friends  eloquent  this  maxim  told  to  me. 

Rely  not  on  a  foe  that  speaks  thee  fair ; 
But  if  he  look  for  evil  things  from  thee,* 

Be  not  deceived,  nor  do  his  ftEuth  impair.' 

The  King  said,  '  It  is  not  allowable,  on  bare  suspicion,  to  sever  inter- 
course  and  overthrow  a  Mendship,  nor  is  it  right,  on  a  surmise  which  springs 
from  the  imag^tion,  to  calamitously  involve  a  comrade  in  the  pangs  of 
separation.  On  a  slight  doubt  to  lay  aside  ancient  acquaintance  and  a  well- 
constituted  Mendship,  and  on  a  trifling  uncertainty  to  let  go  from  the  hand 
the  string  of  the  promise  of  companionship  and  amicable  engagements,  is  not 
the  custom  of  men  of  truth. 

YBBSB. 

This  was  thy  faith !  thy  promise  this !  and  I  was  aU  unknowing ; 
Thy  promised  love  was  nought  but  hate  from  rancor's  fountain  flowing. 
Thy  every  word  is  cruel,  as  the  heart  whence  'tis  proceeding ! 
Could  then  thy  heart  be  hard  as  this,  and  I  so  all  unheeding ! 

Nay,  now,  the  quality  of  fidelity  is  found  even  in  a  dog,  which  is  the  lowest 
in  rank  of  all  animals  and  the  most  vile  in  degree.  Why,  then,  dost  thou 
net  draw  back  thy  foot  from  the  plain  of  faithlessness,  and  fulfil  the  compact 
which  thou  didst  make  during  our  intercourse  and  friendship  ? 

HEMISTICH. 

Couldst  thou  it  learn,  'twere  well,  indeed,  to  shew  fidelity.' 

The  Lark  replied,  *  How  can  I  lay  the  foundation  of  fidelity  ?  On  that 
side  the  pillars  of  attachment  are  overthrown,  and  the  traces  of  fulfilment  of 
promise  altogether  efikced.  And  it  is  impossible  that  the  king  should 
relinquish  those  things  which  cause  my  terror,  and  turn  away  from  watching 
for  an  opportunity  of  revenge.  Now,  as  he  cannot  lay  hands  upon  me  by 
violence  and  force,  he  wishes  to  draw  me  into  the  grasp  of  his  revenge  by 
artifice  and  deceit ;  and  one  ought  to  fear  the  rancor  which  has  fixed  itself 


1  If  he  dread  thee,  and  therefore,  though  hating  thee,  try  to  conciliate,  reject  his 
offt'rs,  and  give  him  just  ground  for  his  fears  by  inflicting  all  the  evil  possible  upon  him. 
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in  the  hearts  of  kings.  For,  through  the  haughtiness  of  kingly  power,  they 
are  pertinacious  in  the  matter  of  vengeance ;  and  when  they  get  an  oppor- 
tunity, they  grant  no  respite  for  time  to  plead  extenuating  circumstances  or 
to  offer  excuses.  And  resentments  in  the  hreast  are  like  cold  charcoal^  for 
though  at  present  no  effect  is  perceptible  from  them,  as  soon  as  the  flame  of 
wrath  reaches  them,  they  warm  up,  and  the  blaze  of  fury,  rising,  consumes  the 
world.  And  the  smoke  of  revenge  which  ascends  from  the  fire  of  resentment 
has  dried  many  brains  and  moistened  many  eyes.  And  it  is  impossible  that 
as  long  as  a  particle  of  the  charcoal  of  resentment  is  left  in  the  mine  of  the 
breast,  one  can  be  secure  from  the  injuries  of  the  flame  of  wrath. 

HEKIfiTICH. 

Wrath  blazing  forth  consumes  both  land  and  sea.' 

The  King  answered,  '  It  is  strange  that  in  this  matter  thou  takest  a 
one-sided  view,  and  altogether  lettest  slip  the  other  side.  Why  may  it  not 
be  that  the  preambles  of  dread  may  be  exchanged  for  the  happy  influences  of 
attachment  ?  and  after  the  obscuration  of  contention  the  serenity  of  kindly 
feeling  make  its  appearance  ? '  The  Lark  said,  '  If  any  one  were  able  to 
display  perfect  courtesy  and  kindness  in  the  due  observation  of  all  that 
regards  the  other  party,  and  would  exert  himself  to  secure  the  goodwill  and 
happiness  of  his  friends ;  and  regard  it  as  a  duty  to  aid  and  assist  in  the 
obtaining  advantages  for  them,  and  the  repelling  detrimental-  and  disagreeable 
things  frx>m  them ;  it  is  possible  that  timidity  might  be  removed  from  between 
them,  and  that  both  the  resentful  one  should  be  pacifled  and  the  heart 
of  the  fearer  be  perfomed  with  the  gentle  breeze  of  security.  But  I  am 
unequal  to  the  task  of  entertaining  thoughts  of  this  nature,  such  as  would 
obliterate  the  springs  of  resentment  and  promote  the  advancement  of  amity 
and  concord.  Should  I  return  to  the  service  of  the  King,  I  shall  always  be 
in  terror  and  alarm,  and  every  moment  I  shall  behold  death  afresh. 
Wherefore  it  is  better  to  choose  avoidance  rather  than  such  a  return,  and  to 
exchange  return  for  separation. 

COUPLET. 

When  the  rose  of  union  blooms  not  on  the  branch  of  fortune's  tree, 
'Tis  joy  in  the  waste  of  absence,  pierced  with  thorns  our  feet  to  see.' 

The  King  said,  *  No  one  has  any  power  to  benefit  or  injure  any  one 
without  the  will  of  the  great  God  (may  His  name  be  magnified ! )  so  that 
which  befiJls  any  one,  whether  it  be  little  or  much,  small  or  great,  happens 
only  by  the  eternal  decree,  and  through  the  previous  command  of  Him  who 
suffers  no  decline.  Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  hand  of  a  creature  is  imable 
to  create  or  revivify,  it  is  impossible  that  it  should  be  the  cause  of 
annihilating  or  producing  anything.  Thus  the  deed  of  my  son  and  thy 
retaliation  occurred  through  the  decree  of  God  and  the  will  of  the  Almighty, 
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and  they  were  but  the  meanB  of  carrying  into  execution  that  order.  Do  not, 
therefore,  call  us  to  account  for  the  decrees  of  heaven,  nor  reprove  us  for 
that  which  has  been  fktcd  by  God,  but  acquiesce  in  the  dispensations  of 
providence. 

YBBSB. 

Our  sole  course  is  submission  to  our  lot ; 

Patience  alone  befits  us  in  distress. 
Whate'er  fate's  pen  may  write,  oppose  It  not, 

Or  from  His  way  who  wills  it,  find  egress.' 

The  Lark  replied,  '  The  weakness  of  created  beings  to  avert  the  decree  of 
the  Creator  is  manifest  and  ascertained;  and  it  is  apparent  and  clearly 
delineated  on  the  j^ages  of  the  thoughts  of  people  of  verity,  that  the  varieties 
of  good  and  ill,  and  different  degrees  of  advantage  and  detriment  take  place 
according  to  the  intention  and  requirement  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Almighty, 
(may  His  name  be  magnified!)  and  that  the  averting  or  prevention  of 
them,  or  their  acceleration  or  postponement,  is  not  to  be  effected,  *  There  is 
no  repeHer  of  ITia  decree,  and  no  retarder  of  IKs  mandate.' 

C0T7PLET. 

None  here  may  question  why  'tis  thus,  or  wherefore  things  that  happen  are : 
For  He  that  does  events  pourtray,  beyond  such  questions  lieth  &r. 

And  notwithstanding  that  all  sages  have  been  unanimous  as  to  this  matter, 
no  one  has  aflBrmed  that  one  ought  to  neglect  caution  and  vigilance,  or  that 
self-preservation  from  disagreeable  and  calamitous  things,  ought  to  be 
deferred.  Nay,  they  have  said  that  we  must  provide  the  means  for  all 
things,  and  commit  the  completion  of  affairs  to  the  Causer  of  Causes. 

DIBTICH8. 

To  study  ways  and  means  is  God's  decree 

To  aU  beneath  the  sky's  blue  canopy. 

By  causes  chained  seek  not  from  cause  to  fly, 

Yet  doubt  not  the  First  Cause  is  Deity. 

Art  thou  through  causes  to  their  Cause  supine  ? 

Canst  thou  from  Him  to  those  veiled  ones  incline  V 

And  the  recondite  saying,  'Be  wise  and  trust,'  supports  this  assertion. 

HBUISTICH. 

In  trustful  hope,  bind  thou  the  camel's  knee.' 

The  King  rejoined,  '  The  sum  of  this  discourse  is,  that  I  am  desirous  of 
a  meeting  with  thee,  and  find  in  my  own  mind  an  abundant  longing  for  thy 
society,  and  in  spite  of  all  this  earnest  desire  that  exists  on  my  part,  I 
perceive  nothing  on  thy  part  but  the  tokens  of  chagrin. 


^  By  rii  pkahhd  here,  I  imagine  'causes'  are  compared  to  *  brides;'  the  point  of 
resemblance  being  in  the  veil  that  sometimes  covers  the  former,  and  the  latter  always. 
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OOUPLBT. 

We  loTe  thee,  and  thou  tak'st  our  love  amias, 
Since  hearts  to  hearts  incline,  what  state  is  this  }* 

The  Lark  said,  '  Thy  strong  desire  lies  in  this — ^to  appease  thy  heart  by 
Trilling  me ;  and  the  state  of  the  case  is,  that  my  soul  does  not  at  present 
desire  to  drink  the  beverage  of  death,  or  incline  to  pnt  on  the  apparel  of 
extinction ;  and  as  long  as  the  reins  of  option  are  in  my  hand,  I  repudiate 
the  acceptance  of  these  things,  and  look  upon  the  avoidance  of  them  as  the 
essence  of  salutary  counsel. 

HEMISTICH. 

Unlike  the  cane,  heads  shoot  from  trunks  no  more. 

And  I  this  day  can  infer  the  feelings  of  the  King  from  v^j  own  heart,  for 
could  I  obtain  the  power  and  ability,  I  should  not  be  satisfied,  save  by  the 
destruction  of  the  king's  darling'  son;  and  I  feel  sure  that  owing  to  the 
distress  of  his  son,  the  sole  wish  of  the  king,  too,  is  for  my  destruction. 
Moreover,  he  that  obtains  information  as  to  what  is  concealed  in  the  mind 
of  the  unfortunate  is  he  that  has  been  consumed  by  the  fire  of  the  same  grief, 
and  who  from  that  source  has  drunk  the  sharbat  of  bitterness.  Parties  at  their 
ease  are  ignorant  and  careless  of  this  state  of  things,  and  those  nursed  in 
luxury,  and  who  have  experienced  nought  but  happiness,  are  free  from  the 
knowledge '  of  pain. 

COUPLBT. 

Thou  in  whose  foot  not  e'en  a  thorn  has  broken — how  canst  thou 
Tell  what  the  warriors  feel,  whose  heads  before  the  sabre  bow? 

And  I  see  with  the  eye  of  understanding  that  whenever  the  king  recalls  his 
son's  [loss  of]  vision,  and  I  think  of  my  own  '  light  of  my  eyes,'  a  difference 
will  be  visible  in  our  internal  feelings,  and  a  change  will  manifest  itself  in  our 
tempers,  and  one  may  judge  what  will  spring  therefrom,  and  what  circum- 
stances will  then  arise.  On  these  grounds  separation  is  more  prudent  than 
meeting,  and  distance  more  expedient  than  personal  vicinity. 

HEMISTICH. 

Since  such  the  union,  parting  then  is  best.' 

The  King  said,  '  What  good  can  there  be  in  that  person  who  cannot 
overlook  the  offences  of  his  friends,  nor  relinquish  feelings  of  spite 
and  annoyance.  And  a  wise  man,  of  perfect  understanding,  possesses 
the  power  of  non-retoliation  to  such  an  extent  that  during  his  whole  life  he 
does  not  refer  to  it,  nor  at  any  time  does  any  trace  of  it,  little  or  much, 
appear  on  the  page  of  his  heart.  He  accepts,  too,  with  the  utmost  readiness, 
the  prayers  of  forgiveness  of  the  guilty,  and  the  excuses  of  offenders.     [Thus 


*  Lit.,  *  lustre  of  the  eyes.* 

2  Lit.,  *  devoid  of  the  ornament  of  pain.'    This  sounds  absurd  in  English,  but  the 
Persians  are  ever  straining  after  a  metaphor,  however  ridiculous. 
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it  is  said],  '  The  worst  of  the  wicked  is  he  who  wiU  not  accept  an  excuse ' ;  £q 
other  words,  he  is  worst  among  the  bad  who  accepts  not  excuses,  and 
harbors  in  his  heart  resentment  against  one  who  apologizes. 

HEMISTICH. 

A  frank  awnoal  hides  with  me  all  sin. 

And  I,  for  my  part,  find  my  mind  pure  in  all  I  have  said ;  and  I  do  not 
discover  in  my  heart  a  trace  of  the  form  of  wrath,  or  the  ftiry  of  anger,  or  the  idea 
of  revenge ;  and  I  have  always  preferred  forgiveness  to  punishment,  and  have 
always  thought  that,  however  great  the  offence  may  be,  the  quality  of 
fors^iveness  will  be  greater. 

COVTLET. 

Greatly  in  error  may  inferiors  fall ;        But  great  men's  pardon  will  outstrip  it  all.' 

The  Lark  replied,  'This  is  all  true,  but  I  am  an  offender,  and  the 
criminal  is  always  an  alarmist ;  and  my  case  is  like  that  of  a  person  in  the 
sole  of  whose  foot  there  is  a  wound.  K  from  the  strength  of  his  natural 
firmness  he  acts  fearlessly,  and  consents  during  a  dark  night  to  walk  through 
a  stony  place,  there  is  no  escape  from  opening  afresh  that  wound,  so  that  his 
foot  will  be  incapable  of  work,  and  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to  move 
even  on  soft  ground.  Now  my  acceding  to  the  service  of  the  king  is  of 
the  same  nature ;  and,  according  to  law  and  the  canons  of  my  creed,  it  is  a 
positive  duty  that  I  should  abstain  from  it.  So  it  is  said,  '  And  throw  not 
yourselves  with  your  own  hands  into  perdition ; '  ^  and  sages  have  remarked, 
'  Three  persons  are  far  from  the  path  of  wisdom,  and  separated  from  the  road 
of  knowledge.  The  first  is  he  who  relies  on  the  strength  of  his  own  nature, 
for  such  a  one  undoubtedly  casts  himself  into  peril,  and  his  own  rashness 
causes  his  destruction.  The  second  is  he  who  discerns  not  the  proper  amount 
of  food  and  drink,  and  eats  so  much  that  his  stomach  is  unable  to  digest  it ; 
and  this  person  is,  in  fact,  the  enemy  of  his  own  life.  The  third  is  he  who  is 
deceived  by  the  speech  of  an  enemy,  and  beguiled  by  the  promise  of  one 
from  whom  he  cannot  be  safe,  and  the  conclusion  of  his  affair  will  certainly 
turn  out  to  be  abasement  and  repentance. 

COUPLET. 

Be  not  too  careless  of  a  foe's  deceit, 

But  ponder,  torn  the  rein,  and  thence  retreat.' 

The  King  said,  '  0  Lark !  though  I  enter  by  the  door  of  courtesy,  and 
point  out  to  thee  the  road  of  welfare  and  friendly  admonitions,  thou  remainest 


^  Kur'&n,  Fl.  ii.  191 ;  Mar.  197 ;  Sale,  p.  21,  1.  19 :  *  A  sacred  month  for  a  sacred 
month,  and  the  holy  limits  of  Mecca,  if  they  attack  you  therein,  do  ye  also  attack  them 
therein  in  retaliation ;  and  whoever  transgresseth  against  yon  by  so  doing,  do  ye  transgress 
against  him  in  like  manner  as  he  hath  transgress^  against  you ;  and  fear  God,  and  know 
that  God  is  with  those  who  fear  him.  Contribute  out  of  your  substance  toward  the  defence 
of  the  religion  of  God,  and  throw  not  yourselves  with  your  own  hands  into  perdition ;  and 
do  good,  for  God  loveth  those  who  do  good.' 

2   H 
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as  before  in  thy  bitterness,  and  ahakest  the  skirt  of  thy  acceptance  free  from 
hearing  my  advice.  Now,  advice,  with  reference  to  a  person  who  will  not 
accept  it,  is  useless ;  as  was  the  advice  of  that  Devotee  to  the  Wolf.'  The 
Lark  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  VII. 

The  King  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  holy  man  of  virtuous  manners— 
whose  august  time,  after  the  performance  of  his  daily  portions  and  prescribed 
prayers,  used  never  to  be  spent  save  in  exhorting  the  servants  of  God — as  he 
passed  through  a  desert  place,  beheld  a  Wolf  which  had  opened  the  mouth  of 
greediness  and  appetite,  and  had  fixed  the  eye  of  covetousness  on  the  road  of 
search.  It  had  devoted  its  whole  spirit  to  injuring  the  innocent,  and  to 
depriving  some  animal  of  life,  in  order  that  it  might  take  a  part  of  it  to  gratify 
its  own  rebellious  lusts. 

COUPLET. 

Sec  that  unjust  contentious  caitiff,  who 

For  one  self-gain  a  hundred  wrongs  would  do. 

The  holy  man,  who  observed  him  in  that  state,  and  who  perused  from  the 
page  of  his  foiehead  the  writing  of  violence  and  oppression,  in  accordance 
with  his  natural  tenderness  and  innate  clemency,  began  to  admonish  him  and 
said,  'Take  care  not  to  approach  the  sheep-flocks  of  men,  nor  to  assail 
the  oppressed  and  the  helpless.  For  the  end  of  injustice  is  divine 
punishment,  and  the  conclusion  of  oppression  results  in  disgrace  and  torture 
in  the  world  to  come. 

TEBSB. 

*  They  who  hare  chosen  an  unjust  career. 

Do  gyyes  on  their  own  hands  and  feet  impose. 
What  though  they  should  some  days  their  heads  uprear, 

Tet  fortune  in  the  end  all  such  overthrows.' 

In  this  manner  he  discoursed  and  used  unbounded  urgency  in  persuading 
him  to  abandon  cruelty  to  the  flocks  of  men.  The  Wolf  said,  '  Be  so  good  as 
to  cut  short  thy  advice,  as  there  is  a  flock  grazing  behind  this  waste  spot ;  I 
fear  lest  the  opportunity  for  carrying  off  a  sheep  should  be  lost,  and  then 
regret  will  be  unavailing.' 

Now  the  object  of  adducing  this  story  is  to  shew,  that  however  much  I 
exhort  thee,  thou  persistest  obstinately  in  thy  purpose,  and  givest  no  heed  to 
my  words. 

COUPLET. 

Say  no  more !    The  kindly-hearted  are  not  dull  or  hard  to  teach. 
Oft  a  word  will  win  them,  and  their  loye  a  thousand  years  will  reach.' 

The  Lark  replied,  '  I  have  Hstened  to  your  exhortations,  but  I  have  taken 
counsel  of  the  preacher,  wisdom.  I  regard  him  as  intelligent  who  always 
keeps  open  the  door  of  caution,  and  places  before  himself  the  mirror  of 
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experience.  I  have  come  to  tke  place,  where  I  am,  through  excessive  fear 
and  terror,  and  I  wisely  stand  on  the  brink  of  the  road  to  escape,  and 
propose  to  myself  a  journey  in  order  that  I  may  not  faR  into  the  hands  of 
any  one ;  and  it  is  forbidden  me  to  delay  longer  than  this,  and  to  continue 
in  this  perplexity  and  hesitation  would  justly  expose  me  to  censure.  For  I 
know  that  the  King  looks  upon  the  shedding  my  blood  as  lawful,  and 
considers  as  permissible  aU  that  is  conceivable  in  the  code  of  honor.  Where- 
fore my  stay  is  irksome,  and  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  depart  quickly. 

HEMISTICH. 

I'm  gone,  for  longer  stay  delights  me  not.' 
The  King  rejoined,  '  Here  the  means  of  support  are  ready  for  thee,  and 
the  doors  of  happiness  and  tranquillity  open  to  the  face  of  thy  heart.  It  is 
altogether  inexpedient^  to  choose  voluntarily  the  hardships  of  travel  and 
imcertainty  as  to  arrangement  for  supplies.'  The  Lark  replied,  *  Whoever 
makes  five  qualities  the  provision  for  his  way  and  the  stock  of  his  existence, 
go  where  he  will,  attains  his  objects,  and  acquires  Mends  and  comrades  in 
whatever  direction  he  may  turn.  The  first  is,  to  put  away  evil  actions 
The  second,  to  clothe  himself  in  good  conduct.  The  third  is,  to  shun  such 
things  as  will  expose  him  to  slander.  The  fourth  is,  to  supply  himself  with 
a  train  of  virtues.  The  fifth  is,  at  all  times  to  observe  the  duties  and  graces 
of  social  intercourse.  One  who  combines  all  these  qualities  will  nowhere  be 
left  in  destitution,  but  people  will  cause  the  dreariness  of  his  exile  to  be 
exchanged  for  the  pleasures  of  friendship. 

HEMISTICH. 

No  town,  no  country,  sees  the  wise  man  strange, 

And  when  a  man  of  understanding  cannot  be  safe  in  the  city  of  his  birth, 
and  in  his  fatherland,  and  among  his  own  kinsmen  and  relations ;  he  must  of 
necessity  choose  to  separate  from  his  friends  and  connections,  since  for  all 
these  substitutes  can  be  found,  but  there  is  no  substitute  for  his  own  person. 

YEB8E. 

If  things  proceed  not  to  thy  wish  at  home. 

Be  not  a  captive  in  woe's  house  through  blindness. 
Go  forth,  nor  wilt  thou  be  unfriended ;  roam 

Where'er  thou  wilt,  thou  there  wilt  meet  with  kindness.' 

The  King  said,  '  For  how  long  wilt  thou  go,  and  what  length  of  time  wilt 
thou  stop  away  ? '  The  Lark  replied,  '  0  King !  expect  not  that  I  wiU  come 
back  when  I  am  gone,  nor  imagine  a  return  after  this  departure ;  and  this 
dialogue  of  ours  strongly  reseiAbles  that  of  the  Arab  and  the  Baker.*  The 
King  inquired,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 


»  Observe  the  phrase  hieh  \oajahi  na  ddrad,  which  is  not  unlike  our  vulgar  expression,— 
*  to  be  all  nohow.* 

2  H  2 
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STORY  VIII. 

The  Lark  said,  *  They  have  related  that  an  Arab  of  the  desert  came  into 
the  city  of  Baghdad  and  saw  the  shop  of  a  Baker.  Round  loaves,  like  the 
moon's  orb,  arose  from  the  horizon  of  the  counter,  and  biscuits  of  a  stany 
brightness  had  ascended  to  the  pinnacle  of  the  shop,  llieir  solar  beauty 
laid  the  hand  of  amazement  on  the  &ce  of  the  sun,  and  envy^  of  the  biscuit 
rent  the  collar  of  the  afflicted  bread. 

BTANZA. 

Of  fair,  round  form,  hot,  nev-made  loares  upon  tlie  Baker's  counter  lie ; 
Thou  wouldst  suppose  each  was  the  sun,  vorld-lighting,  rising  in  the  sky. 
The  oren  sparkles  like  the  fire  they  lit,  God's  prophet-friend'  to  try ; 
For  from  it,  rosclike,  isbuing  forth,  fresh  loaves  each  moment  meet  the  eye. 

In  short,  when  the  poor  Arab,  who  obtained  a  gasp  of  life  frx)m  the  smell 
of  the  bread,  saw  the  face  of  the  loaves,  he  rent  the  upper  coat  of  patience,  and 
advancing  to  the  Baker,  said,  '  0  sir !  how  much  wilt  thou  take  to  give  me 
my  fill  of  bread  ? '  The  Baker  thought  to  himself,  '  This  fellow  will  have 
his  fill  with  one  man  of  bread,  and  two  mans  will  be  the  outside  he  can  eat, 
and  beyond  three  mans  he  cannot  get,  do  what  he  will.'  He  then  said, 
'  Give  me  half  a  din4r  and  eat  as  much  bread  as  thou  canst.'  The  Arab  gave 
the  half-dinar  and  sate  down  on  the  brink  of  the  water  of  the  Tigris.  The 
Baker  kept  bringing  the  bread,  and  the  Arab  went  on  moistening  it  with 
water,  and  eating,  until  the  price  passed  half  a  dinar  and  reached  four 
dangs,'  and  having  gone  beyond  that  too,  came  to  a  whole  dfnar.  The 
Baker  then  lost  all  patience,  and  said,  *0  brother  Arab  !  I  adjure  thee  by  that 
God  who  has  bestowed  on  thee  this  miraculous  power  of  eating,  tell  me  how 
long  thou  wilt  continue  eating  ?  '  The  Arab  replied,  '  0  sir !  be  not  impatient, 
for  as  long  as  this  water  continues  to  fiow  I  also  wiU  continue  to  eat.' 

Now  the  object  of  adducing  this  story  is,  that  the  King  may  know  that 
as  long  as  the  water  of  life  flows  in  the  ducts  of  my  body,  I  have  no 
resource  but  to  eat  the  morsel  of  fear,  and  alarm,  and  to  consider  it  impossible 
to  take  up  advantage  from  the  table  of  union.  And  fortune  throws 
separation  between  us  in  such  a  manner  that  the  thought  of  union  is  nothing 
but  a  vain  fancy ;  and,  hereafter,  whenever  desire  prevails,  I  will  inquire  of 


1  The  editions  have  a  nuspiint  here,  tur  for  «^,  which  might  delay  the  student.  The 
passage  is  somewhat  ohecure.  Perhaps  iKamii  and  wng  jmkht,  though  not  found  in  the 
Dictionary,  are  kinds  of  biscuit,  in  which  case  it  will  l^  difficult  to  name  them  properly  in 
English,  as  *  sun-cake,'  and  *  stone-bake,'  would  sound  somewhat  ridiculous. 

«  Kur'fen,  Sale,  p,  70, 1.  16.  Abraham  is  called  *the  friend  of  God.'  Hence  this 
Patriarch  is  known  among  Muhammadans  by  the  term  Khalilu*ildhj  *  friend  of  God.'  For 
an  account  of  Abraham's  dispute  with  Nimrfid,  and  that  tyrant's  casting  him  into  a  fire, 
which  changed  into  a  pleasant  meadow ;  see  Sale,  p.  247,  and  the  notes  there 

»  A  dinar  in  Hindfist&n  is  worth  2J  rupees,  or  20d.  See  K&ntin-i  Isl&m,  p.  69.  A 
ddnff  is  the  onc-siith  of  a  dhidr. 
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the  morning-breeze  happy  tidings  of  the  King,  and  will  behold  in  the  mirror 
of  imagination,  the  perfect  beauty  of  his  majesty. 

CX)UPLBT. 

If  I  cannot  meet  my  loved  one,  I'm  content  to  think  of  him ; 
Sure  the  moonbeam  is  the  best  light  for  the  votary's  closet  dim.' 

The  King  let  fall  the  drops  of  regret  from  the  fountains  of  his  eyes,  and 
perceived  that  that  sagacious  bird  would  not  come  into  the  snare,  and  that 
the  desired  vengeance  would  not  move  gracefully  forth  from  the  cabinet  of 
non-existence  into  the  expanse  of  being.  Again  he  began  to  strew  the  grain 
of  deceit,  and  employed  a  variety  of  promises  and  asseverations.  The  Lark 
said,  '  0  King !  of  noble  fortune  and  of  brilliant  crown  and  throne,  although 
thou  arrangest  the  substructure  of  favor  and  offerest  a  variety  of  kindnesses 
as  to  the  matter  of  safety  and  security,  and  ratifiest  the  same  by  attestations 
worthy  of  approval  and  becoming  assurances ;  yet  it  is  impossible  that  I 
should  draw  the  ring  of  servitude  through  my  ear  or  spread  over  my 
shoulder  the  cloth  of  obedience. 

HEmSTICH. 

Waste  words  no  more — ^they  take  no  hold  of  me.' 

The  King  perceived  that  he  could  not  extract  from  the  foot  of  the  Lark's 
heart,  the  thorn  of  timidity  with  the  needle  of  deceit,  nor  bring  back 
with  the  strong  arm  of  perfidy,  the  arrow  which  had  left  the  string.  He  ^ 
said  therefore, '  0  Lark  !  I  see  that  from  the  flower-garden  of  union,  nought 
but  the  perfume  will  reach  the  nostril  of  desire,  and  that  f^e  fSeice  of  inter- 
view will  not  appear  save  in  the  mirror  of  hope. 

He's  gone  who  was  the  water  in  the  rivulet  of  mirth, 

Or  glossy  curl  that  beautifies  the  ringlet  of  desire. 
Alas !  the  time  of  joy,  to  which  our  union  glad  gave  birth, 

Is  past,  as  words  in  visions  fade,  and,  shadow-like,  expire. 

I  desire,  however,  that  by  way  of  a  souvenir,  thou  wouldest  utter  two  or 
three  sentences  by  the  repetition  of  which  the  signs  of  happiness  will  be 
observable  on  the  pages  of  life,  and  !hat  thou  wouldest  rub  out,  by  the 
polisher  of  friendly  admonition,  the  rust  of  neglect  from  the  mirror  of  my 
mind,  which  has  been  clouded  by  the  dust  of  grief. 

C0X7PLBT. 

Leave  for  my  sake  some  words  that  may  memento  of  thy  dear  self  be, 
Than  good  advice  thou  canst  not  leave  a  better  souvenir  of  thee.' 

The  Lark  said,  '0  King !  the  affairs  of  mortals  are  carried  on  in  accordance 
with  destiny.  And  therein  they  have  allotted  to  none  a  discretionary  power 
as  to  augmentation  or  the  reverse,  or  anticipation  or  postponement.     I^or 


^  I  would  recommend,  that,  in  accordance  with  the  best  MSS.,  instead  of  maiik  yuft,  which 
is  the  reading  of  the  editions,  wc  should  read  simply  guft. 
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can  any  one  know  if  they  have  affixed  to  his  name  the  diploma  of  happiness, 
or  have  entered  him  in  the  roll  of  the  wretched.  But  it  is  incumbent  on  all 
to  direct  their  aflPairs  according  to  the  requirements  of  right  reason,  and  to 
use  their  utmost  endeavors  in  the  observance  of  caution  and  vigilance.  If 
their  counsel  accords  with  destiny,  they  are  of  themselves  established  on  the 
throne  of  prosperity  and  the  cushion  of  dignity  and  state.  But  if  circum- 
stances turn  out  adverse,  it  both  happens  that  Mends  accept  the  excuse,  and 
railers,  too,  fail  in  finding  an  opportunity  for  disparagement. 

STANZA. 

*  True,'  said  the  wibc  man,  *  Bate  precedes,  but  still 
Neglect  in  no  case  thine  own  plans — for  should 
•  Thy  counsels  coincide  with  the  high  will 
Of  destiny,  then  thine  own  actions  would 

Secure  thee  fruit  to  thy  heart's  wish.    But  say 

That  fate  is  adverse,  still  all  whom  the  ray 
Of  sense  gilds,  yiew  thy  fiEdl  in  lenient  mood.* 

And,  moreover,  it  should  be  known  that  the  most  visionary  of  possessions 
is  that  of  which  there  is  no  fruition ;  and  the  most  negligent  of  kings  is  he  who 
does  not  apply  himseif  to  protect  his  country  and  coerce  his  subjects ;  and  the 
most  execrable  of  friends  is  he  who  deserts  his  friend  in  the  time  of  distress 
and  adversity ;  and  the  most  unserviceable  of  wives  is  she  who  agrees  not 
with  her  husband;  and  the  worst  of  sons  is  he  who  refuses  to  obey  his 
parents ;  and  the  most  desolate  of  cities  is  that  in  which  there  is  neither 
security  nor  cheapness;  and  the  most  impleasant  intercourse  is  that  in 
which  the  hearts  of  the  associates  are  not  right  to  each  other.  And  as  sus- 
picion has  arisen  in  my  intercourse  with  the  King,  it  is  most  proper  to 
relinquish  it;  and  it  is  most  in  accordance  with  the  advisable  course  to 
exchange  the  language  of  friendship  for  the  terms  of  truce. 

QUATRAIN. 

We  're  gone  and  let  ng  then  a  heartfelt  farewell  find, 

And  with  the  water  of  both  eyes  turn  earth  to  clay. 
Hast  thou  been  wronged  ?  yet  let  thy  every  word  be  kind, 

And  if  thy  head  has  acheo,  put  now  the  thought  away.' 

"With  these  words  the  Lark  brought  the  discussion  to  an  end,  and  flying 
from  the  battlements  of  the  castle  took  her  way  to  the  desert.  The  Xing  bit 
the  finger  of  regret  with  the  tooth  of  amazement ;  and  after  lamenting  some 
time,  turned  his  face  towards  his  palace  with  grief  exceeding  computation  or 
conception,  and  with  chagrin  that  overpassed  the  bounds  of  comprehension, 
and  said, 

VER8B. 

*  Where  shall  I  tell }  that  in  this  torturing  pain 
My  leech  himself  life's  trembling  cord  would  break. 

And  how  amid  my  friends  can  I  complain. 
That  thus  my  loved  one  acted  and  thus  spake  r' 
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This  is  the  story  of  heing  cautions  of  the  perfidious  ambushes  of  the 
resentful,  and  of  avoiding  to  test  the  sincerity  of  their  entreaties  and  be- 
wailings,  and  of  placing  confidence  in  the  hypocritical  friendship  of  foes ;  and 
of  not  being  deceived  by  the  fraud  and  artifice  which  they  employ  to  secure 
their  revenge.  And  let  it  not  be  hid  frx>m  the  man  of  understanding  that 
the  intention  of  narrating  these  things  is  no  other  than  this,  that  the 
prudent  man  ought  to  regard  every  one  as  a  guide  in  the  accidents  of  fortune 
and  in  the  disasters  of  life,  and  to  base  his  proceedings  on  the  requirements 
of  reason  and  good  counsel,  and  in  no  wise  to  rely  on  an  enemy  that  has  been 
vexed,  and  not  to  sit  down  secure  frx>m  the  calamitous  effects  of  deceit  and 
the  danger  of  guile. 

QUATRAIN. 

Wouldst  thou  be  never  leagued  with  grief  or  woe  ? 

Hear,  then,  a  word  than  finest  pearl  more  pure : 
Ne'er  shew  supineness  with  a  wounded  foe, 

Nor  of  the  proud  and  spiteflil  feel  secure. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

OF   THE   EXCELLENCE  OF   CLEMENCY;    THAT    IT   IS  THE    BEST 

ATTRIBUTE   OF  KINGS,  AND   THE  MOST  PLEASING 

QUALITY   OF  THE  MIGHTY. 

INTBOBUCnON. 

Dabishlfm  said  respectfully  to  the  perfect  sage,  the  Brahman  of  profound 
mind,  *  I  have  heard  the  story  of  one  whose  heart  was  not  tranquilized  by 
the  caresses  of  an  enemy  whose  feelings  had  been  wounded ;  and  who,  when 
he  saw  the  signs  of  hostility  and  marks  of  rancor  remaining,  was  not  to  be 
shaken  from  the  path  of  caution,  though  his  foe  did  his  utmost  to  conciliate 
him.  Now  the  fires  of  eager  desire  have  been  kindled  within  me,  and  so 
long  as  a  shower  from  the  fountain  of  the  Ninth  Precept  does  not  reach  my 
consumed  heart,  the  burning  impatience  of  my  mind  '^dll  not  be  allayed.  I 
entertain  a  confident  hope  that  you  will  narrate  a  story  which  shall  compre- 
hend the  subject  of  the  clemency  of  kings  and  their  indulgence,  and  that  you 
will  recoimt  whether,  when  a  king,  after  the  infliction  of  severe  punishment 
on  his  attendants,  beholds  in  them  the  evident  tokens  of  crime  and 
transgression,  he  ought  again  to  shew  them  favor  or  not  ?  Also,  whether 
or  not  it  would  be  in  accordance  with  prudence  to  place  confidence  in  such 
persons,  by  restoring  to  them  their  offices  ? '  Bfdpai,  with  a  pleasing  voice 
and  in  an  exhilarating  style,  replied,  '  If  kings  close  up  the  door  of  forgive- 
ness and  clemency,  and  in  whatever  quarter  they  discover  a  slight  offence^ 
command  the  offender  to  be  chastised,  their  attendants  will  lose  all  unmixed 
confidence  in  them,  and  not  rely  on  them  farther.  And  from  this  state  of 
things  two  calamities  will  arise — ^first,  all  aflairs  will  be  paralysed  and 
conducted  with  remissness;  and  secondly,  offenders  will  be  deprived  of 
the  sweet  taste  of  clemency  and  the  favor  of  indulgence.  Moreover  one  of 
the  greatest  princes  has  said,  '  If  people  knew  what  gratification  the  palate 
of  my  soul  finds  in  forgiveness  they  would  bring  no  other  offering  to  my 
heart  than  errors  and  offences. 

VEBfiE. 

Did  the  offender  know  what  bliss  to  me 

Aiiscs  from  the  pardon  of  a  sin, 
He  'd  eyer  err  intentionally, 

And  with  excuses  some  new  crime  begin.* 

There  is  no  ornament  more  becoming  to  the  state  of  princes  than  clemency, 
and  no  more  brilliant  evidence  to  the  perfection  of  the  worth  of  the  noble 
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among  the  sons  df  Adam  than  pardon  and  indulgence.  And  the  import  of 
the  miraculously-gifted  saying  of  His  Highness  the  Prince  of  Mankind  (On 
him  be  the  choicest  benedictions  and  blessings !)  viz.,  *  Ha  !  lunll  teach  yoUf 
who  is  the  strongest  of  j/ou, — he  who  governs  himself  when  in  anger, ^ — graciously 
points  out  that  one  may  discover  the  power  of  a  man  by  his  quenching  the 
flame  of  wrath,  and  that  the  proofs  of  manliness  and  magnanimity  may  be 
learned  by  the  capacity  to  swallow  down  the  distasteful  beverage  of  anger. 

COUPLET. 

Think  not  that  manly  Tirtue  is  in  courage  and  in  strength  alone : 
Do  thou  thy  anger  overcome,  and  I  wiU  thee  as  perfect  own. 

And  the  most  admirable  quality  of  kings  is  to  make  high-minded  reason 
their  guide  in  all  that  befalls  them,  and  at  no  time  to  suffer  their  character 
to  be  deficient  in  graciousness  and  due  severity.  But  their  indulgence  ought 
to  be  of  such  a  nature  as  not  to  verge  towards  weakness ;  and  their  severity 
should  be  such  as  to  be  clear  from  the  reproach  of  cruelty,  so  that  their  rule 
may  be  adorned  with  the  two  characteristics  of  beauty  and  grandeur,  and  the 
axis  of  the  state  may  revolve  on  the  display  of  terror  and  the  good  tidings  of 
hope.  Thus  neither  will  the  attached  despair  of  a  kindness  which  will  be 
void  of  limit,  nor  will  the  rebellious  set  foot  in  the  world  of  audacity  through 
fear  of  punishment. 

00T7PLBT. 

Imperial  Jamshid  swayed  his  people's  mind, 

While  mingled  hopes  and  fears  their  thoughts  confined. 

And  the  sages  of  the  true  religion  fMat/  God  reward  them  with  good !) 
have  said  that  God  Most  High  hath  given  His  people  virtuous  qualities  by 
the  admonitions  of  the  Kur'an  and  the  instructions  of  that  holy  book,  and 
hath  given  them  a  longing  for  approved  customs  and  laudable  habits.  Thus 
all,  whoever  they  may  be,  to  whom  infinite  happiness  lends  aid  and  assistance, 
and  eternal  wisdom  supplies  support  and  countenance,  will  make  the  man- 
dates of  the  Kur'an  the  point  of  adoration  of  their  hearts  and  the  sanctuary 
of  their  souls ;  and  they  will  ever,  with  heart  and  soul,  turn  towards  the 
honored  shrine  of  this  temple  of  security  and  peace.  And  of  the  number  of 
the  said  admonitions  is  a  verse  which  comprehends  all  the  truths  of  this 
assertion  above  made,  and  its  word  is  most  high,  '  Wha  hridU  their  anger, 
and  forgive  tnen ;  for  God  loveth  the  beneficent,^  ^  And  one  of  the  leaders  of 
religion  has,  with  the  tongue  of  verity,  explained  this  verse  in  the  following 
manner :  To  restrain  auger  is,  not  to  go  to  excess  in  punishment ;  and  forgive- 
ness is,  to  obliterate  the  trace  of  aversion  from  the  page  of  the  heart; 
and  beneficence  is,  to  return  a  second  time  to  a  friend  that  has  offended  and 


^  Kur'&n,  Fl.  iii.  128;  Mar.  134;  Sale,  p.  47,  1.  16:  'And  run  with  emulation  to 
obtain  remission  from  your  Lord,  and  paradise,  whose  breadth  equalleth  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  which  is  prepared  for  the  godly ;  who  give  alms  in  prosperity  and  adversity ;  who 
bridle  their  anger  and  forgive  men :  for  God  luvcth  the  bcucficint.* 
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made  his  excuse ;  and  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  verse  is  to  base  one*8 
proceedings  on  kindness  and  gentleness,  and  to  observe  carefully  in  all 
matters  politeness  and  benignity.  For  it  has  been  handed  down  among  true 
traditions,  that  if  benevolence  could  be  represented  in  a  bodily  shape  the 
splendor  of  its  beauty  would  so  glitter  and  shine  that  no  eye  would  be  able  to 
endure  the  sight  of  it,  and  no  one  would  ever  have  beheld  a  more  graceful 
form,  or  a  more  comely  appearance.  And  an  eminent  personage,  in  a  sin^e 
couplet  of  the  following  stanza,  expresses  all  this. 

STANZA. 

*  When  Qod  has  giyen  thee  o'er  a  culprit  sway, 

Forgive  and  bind  him  bo  to  be  thy  shiye. 
Their  own  bad  actions  do  the  guilty  slay, 

The  scent  of  pardon  lifts  them  from  the  grare. 
Could  we  in  outward  shape  sweet  mercy  see, 
Than  sun  or  Jupiter  more  bright  she  'd  be.* 

And  should  this  matter  be  duly  pondered,  it  will  undoubtedly  be  discerned 
that  the  dignity  of  man  is  increased  by  the  excellence  of  a  forgiving  and 
beneficent  disposition.  Wherefore  our  best  efforts  should  be  directed  to  the 
cultivation  of  these  two  qualities.  Moreover,  it  is  not  hidden  [firom  our 
knowledge]  that  man  cannot  be  devoid  of  faults  and  negligence,  and  offences 
and  fjEolings.  If,  then,  every  offence  brings  out  a  manifestation  of  severity, 
and  every  crime  developes  a  corresponding  punishment,  a  general  injury 
will  be  occasioned,  which  will  spread  through  the  departments  of  finance 
and  government. 

VXB8E. 

To  grasp  the  sword  with  wild  impetuous  haste 

Causes  remorseful  gnawing  of  the  hand, 
Forbid  it  that  a  kingly  crown  be  placed 

On  heads  that  cannot  their  own  wrath  command. 

Again,  it  behoves  a  king  to  estimate  the  extent  of  the  friendship,  and 
the  sincerity  of  the  counsels,  and  the  merits  and  ability  of  the  person  who 
has  exposed  himself  to  aspersions ;  igi  order  that,  if  he  be  of  the  number  of 
those  who  can  aid  in  the  counsels  of  the  state,  or  from  whose  advice 
assistance  may  be  anticipated  in  the  events  which  time  brings  about ;  the 
king  may  then  exert  himself  to  restore  his  own  confidence  in  him,  and  take 
speedy  measures  to  encourage  and  promote  him.  Let  him  regard  this 
course,  therefore,  as  free  from  danger  and  doubt ;  and  restore  his  heart,  by 
conciliation  and  entreaty,  to  its  wonted  tranquillity.  For  there  is  no  limit 
to  state  emergencies,  and  it  is  also  certain  that  kings  stand  in  need  of 
efficacious  advisers  and  trustworthy  officers,  who  deserve  to  be  entrusted 
with  secrets,  and  possess  aptitude  for  discretionary  powers  in  the  affairs 
of  government.  Wherefore  it  befits  the  regal  position  to  promote  those 
parties  who  arc  adorned  with  perfect  understanding,  and  hortatory  powers 
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and  merit,  and  abstinence  from  what  is  forbidden,  and  are  graced  with 
rectitude  and  uprightness,  and  piety  and  honesty ;  and  who  are  distinguished 
from  their  fellows  by  gratitude  and  good  advice,  and  loyalty  and  attach- 
ment. And  as  a  means  thereto,  they  ought  to  learn  what  office  suits  each, 
and  to  what  department  each  should  fittingly  be  attached ;  and  to  appoint 
each  individual  to  some  business,  according  to  his  capacity  and  the  extent 
of  his  judgment  and  valor,  and  in  proportion  to  his  understanding  and 
ability.  And  if  in  any  one,  together  with  merit,  be  found  a  fault,  of  that, 
too,  kings  should  not  be  neglectfrd ;  for  no  creature  can  be  found  faultless. 
And  they  have  said, 

HEMISTICH. 

Seek  not  a  faultless  friend  lest  thou  skouldst  all  unfriended  liye. 

And  in  this  particular,  caution  is  requisite  to  such  an  extent,  that  if 
any  one  should  embarrass  matters  which  he  is  called  upon  to  superintend, 
he  should  he  removed  from  the  government;  and  if  another,  by  his  very 
abilities,  should  disturb  his  department,  he,  too,  should  be  avoided.  For 
though  this  is  a  state  of  things  which  is  impossible,  that  abilities  should 
prejudice  anything,  nevertheless,  the  above  injimction  has  been  given  in 
order  that  it  may  be  known  that  to  obtain  one's  object,  even  men  of  ability 
and  merit  may  be  discarded;  whence  it  will  be  the  more  expedient  to 
elongate  oneself  frx)m  people  fatuous  and  prone  to  error.  Consequently, 
from  the  right  understanding  of  this  subject,  and  the  recognition  of  these 
points,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  kings  that  they  should  execute  the 
diligent  exploration  of  the  matters,  and  inquire  into  the  employments, 
which  they  commit  to  the  care  of  their  officer?  and  superintendents,  so  that 
they  may  be  minutely^  conversant  with  the  affairs  of  finance  and  government. 
And  in  this,  two  important  advantages  are  discernible.  One  is  that  it 
will  be  thence  known  who  of  the  superintendents  are  cherishers  of  the 
subjects,  and  who  are  their  oppressors.  Thus  the  king  must  take  care  to 
caress  those  who  are  tender  towards  the  people,  and  support  them  in  that 
course ;  and  obliterate  from  the  book  of  employment  his  name  who  cares 
not  for  those  under  him,  and  enter  it  in  the  register  of  disgrace. 

YEBSK. 

Thy  folk  to  pious  men  entrusted  be, 

For  he  builds  up  the  state,  who  rules  himself. 
The  nation's  tyrant — thy  worst  foe  is  he, 

Who  grinds  thy  subjects  to  increase  thy  pelf. 
'Tis  wrong  that  he  a  nation  should  enthrall, 

Against  whoso  hand  men  lift  their  hands  in  prayer ; 
Evil  will  ne'er  the  virtuous  man  befall, 

But  evil-doers  theii  own  lives  ensnare. 


*  ObfMjrve  the  phrase,  nakir  u  kitmir,  lit.,  *  the  groove  in  a  date-stone,  from  which  the 
stalk  grows,  and  the  thin  pellicle  that  covers  the  stone ;'  hence,  any  minutia}. 
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And  further,  when  this  idea  has  been  impressed  on  the  minds  of  all,  that 
the  king  keeps  the  rewards  of  the  actions  of  well-doers  at  hand  in  the  best 
possible  way,  and  thinks  it  incumbent  on  him  to  punish  traitors  in  proportion 
to  their  guilt :  then  the  good,  being  inspired  with  hope,  will  not  be  remiss 
and  supine  towards  acting  rightly;  and  mischievous  persons,  becoming  alarmed 
and  terrified,  will  not  act  with  audacity  oud  fearlessness  as  regards  sedition 
and  wrong-dealing  to  others.  Now  the  tale  of  the  Lion  and  the  Jackal  is  a 
story  suited  to  these  premises/     The  King  asked,  '  How  was  that  ?' 


STORY  I. 

The  Brahman  said,  *  They  have  related  that  in  the  country  of  Hindustan 
there  was  a  Jackal,  by  name  Farisah,  ^  who  had  averted  his  face  from  the 
world,  and  had  turned  his  back  on  its  vain  affairs.  He  lived  among  his 
fellows  and  those  of  his  own  race,  but  he  abstained  from  eating  flesh  and 
spilling  blood  and  hurting  animals. 

COUPLET. 

His  lips  he  crimsoned  with  the  blood  of  none, 
And  did  with  carefuhiess  bad  actions  shun. 

His  comrades  commenced  a  wrangle  with  him,  and  began  a  dispute,  the 
tendency  of  which  was  towards  strife  and  contest,  and  said,  *  We  do  not  feel 
satisfied  with  this  disposition  of  thine,  and  we  blame  thy  judgment  in  this 
procedure.  Inasmuch  as  thou  dost  not  turn  away  frx)m  our  intercourse,  thou 
oughtest  to  agree  with  our  habits  and  character,  and  since  thou  dost  not 
snatch  away  the  skirt  of  consentaneousness  from  our  society,  thou  shouldest 
not  withdraw  thy  head  from  the  collar  of  coincidence.  Moreover,  to  pass 
precious  life  in  prohibition,  and  to  keep  thyself  incarcerated  in  the  prison  of 
austerity,  is  of  little  utility.  Besides,  it  is  right  to  demand  what  is  due  as 
thy  portion  of  the  enjoyments  of  the  world,  that  thou  mayest  have  thy  share 
of  the  drink,  *  And  forget  not  thy  portion  in  this  world. ^^  Nor  is  it  right  to 
relinquish  eating  and  drinking  which  form  an  essential  support  of  life,  in 
order  that  thou  mayest  comply  with  the  command,  ^Eat  and  drink;^^  and  thou 
shouldest  know  well  the  fact  that  yesterday  cannot  be  recalled,  and  it  befits 
us  not  to  make  sure  of  gaining  the  morrow.  What  is  the  use,  then,  of  losing 
to-day  ?  and  of  foregoing  the  enjoyment  of  [present]  pleasures  ? 


*  This  signifies  *  cati^hing  and  breaking  the  bones  of  the  prey.' 

'  Eur'&n,  xxviii.  77  ;  Sale,  p.  296, 1.  6 :  *  And  forget  not  thy  portion  in  this  world ;  but 
be  thou  bounteous  unto  others,  as  God  hath  been  bounteous  unto  thee :  and  seek  not  to 
act  corruptly  in  the  earth  ;  for  God  loveth  not  the  corrupt  doers.' 

*  Kur'kn,  Fl.  ii.  67 ;  Sale,  p.  8, 1.  1 :  *  Eat  and  drink  of  the  bounty  of  God,  and  commit 
not  CTil  in  the  earth,  acting  unjustly.* 
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OOUPLBT. 

Come !  from  life  a  blissful  moment  now  in  secret  borrow. 
For  not  one  can  tell  us  here  the  changes  of  to-morrow.' 

The  Jackal  replied,  'Since  ye  know  that  yesterday  is  past,  and  will 
return  no  more,  and  that  a  sensible  man  does  not  rely  on  the  morrow, 
lay  up  something  to-day  in  store,  that  may  serve  as  provision  for  the 
[final]  journey. 

OCUPLBT. 

Eansack  to-day  each  comer  for  the  things 
To  feed  thee  in  to-morrow's  joumeyings. 

And  the  world,  full  as  it  is  of  faults,  has  at  least  this  one  merit,  that  it  is, 
as  they  have  called  it,  the  seed-groimd  of  the  final  state,  and  the  seed  that 
thou  sowest  therein,  the  same  thou  wilt  reap  in  the  resurrection;  [as  it  is 
said],  '  To-day  is  the  sowing  and  to-morrow  is  the  harvest* 

DISTICH8. 

Strive  thou  to-day  to  sow  with  might  and  main, 
To-morrow  leaves  thee  not  a  single  grain. 
Art  thou  neglectful  now  to  sow  this  earth  ? 
Thou  wilt  not  then  be  half  a  millet  worth. « 

It  behoves  a  man  of  sense  therefore  to  expend  all  his  energies  in  securing  a 
recompense  in  the  final  state,  and  this  he  may  do  by  the  performance  of 
alms  and  pious  works ;  and  he  should  set  his  heart  on  enduring  happiness 
and  eternal  delights,  and  this  is  to  be  brought  about  by  forsaking  the 
affairs  of  this  deceitful  world  and  fleeting  abode. 

OOUPLBT. 

Do  not  thou  thy  heart,  I  pray  thee,  on  this  fleeting  threshold  place ! 
Elsewhere  they  the  firm  foundations  of  joy's  mansions  for  thee  trace. 

To-day  that  ye  have  the  power  and  canst  do  so,  gallop  the  steed  of 
abstinence  in  the  plain  of  holy  warfare,  and  store  up  for  sickness  the  fruits 
of  health,  and  acquire  interest  from  the  capital  of  youth  for  the  flagging 
market  of  old  age,  and  from  the  advantages  of  life  prepare  provisions  for  the 
journey  through  the  desert  of  annihilation  and  extinction.  A  sage  has  said, 
'  To.day  ye  have  the  power  and  lack  the  knowledge,  and  to-morrow  ye  will 
have  the  knowledge  and  lack  the  power,*  [according  to  the  text]  ^ Alas! 
that  I  have  been  negligent  in  my  duty  to  God.*  ^ 

OOUPLBT. 

What  use  the  power  since  I  wist  not  too  ? 
And  when  I  wist  I  lacked  the  power  to  do. 


I  Kur'&n,  Fl.  xxxix.  67  ;  Mar.  56 ;  Sale,  p.  348, 1.  9 :  *  And  follow  the  most  excellent 
instructions  which  have  been  sent  down  unto  you  from  your  Lord,  befure  the  punishment 
come  suddenly  upon  you,  and  ye  perceive  not  the  approach  thereof ;  and  a  soul  say,  Alas ! 
for  that  1  have  been  negligent  m  mv  duty  to  God ;  verily,  1  have  been  one  of  the  scomers ; 
or  say,  If  God  had  directed  me,  verily  1  had  been  one  of  the  pious ;  or  say,  when  it  secth  the 
prepared  punishment,  If  I  could  return  once  more  into  the  world,  I  would  become  one  of 
the  righteous.' 
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Worldly  enjoyment,  like  the  lightning's  fla^h,  is  imendoring,  and  its 
sufferings,  too,  like  the  dark  shadow  of  a  cloud,  have  no  continuance.  One 
ought  not,  then,  to  become  attached  to  the  gain  of  its  good  things,  nor  to 
grieve  at  the  hardship  of  its  trials. 

OOVFLBT. 

What  though  it  yield !  its  smiles  no  joy  bestow  : 
And  its  withdrawal  is  not  worth  onr  woe. 

The  sum  of  the  matter  is,  that  to  devote  the  heart  to  attachment  to  this 
cell  of  misery  appears  to  be  far  removed  from  nobility  of  mind ;  and  to  erect 
an  edi£ce  in  the  channel  of  the  torrent  of  annihilation  seems  inconsistent 
with  perfect  foresight.  [Thus  it  is  said]  '  Pas9  over  it  and  do  not  build  it :' 
this  hired  mansion  and  place,  soon  to  be  abandoned, 

HEMISTICH. 

Try  not  to  build,  but  leave  it  to  decay.' 

The  other  animals  replied,  '0  Farisah!  bid  us  not  abandon  the  enjoy- 
ments of  the  world,  for  it  is  a  world  excellent  for  the  puipose  for  which  it 
was  created,  which  was  that  we  might  reap  advantage  from  it,  and  enjoy  the 
fruition  of  its  delights.  And  the  recondite  saying,  '  And  we  provided  good 
things  for  their  sustenance,'  ^  is  a  proof  of  this  assertion.'  Farfsah  replied,  '  The 
real  excellence  of  the  world  consists  in  its  being  the  implement  ^  by  which 
a  wise  man  obtains  a  good  name  and  enduring  mention ;  and  by  the  means  of 
which  he  acquires  provision  for  the  journey  to  that  place  to  which  all  must 
return;  so  that,  in  accordance  with  the  saying,  *  Honest  wealth  is  a  good 
thing,  riches  become  the  cause  of  his  happy  end,  not  the  means  of  his 
punishment  and  disgrace.  And  ye,  if  ye  desire  happiness  in  this  world,  give 
ear  to  these  words ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  pleasant  food,  the  gratification  of 
which  does  not  extend  beyond  the  gullet,  do  not  think  it  permissible  to 
destroy  an  animal,  and  be  content  with  what  ye  can  get  without  molesting 
or  paining  others,  and  do  not  exceed  such  a  quantity  as  will  suffice  for  the 
sustenance  of  the  frtune  and  the  support  of  the  body.  I^or  require  of  me  to 
conform  to  you  in  that  which  is  contrary  to  law  and  reason.  For  my  mere 
association  with  you  does  not  lead  to  harm,  but  my  participation  in  blameable 
actions  would  be  the  cause  of  my  being  punished ;  and  if  ye  mean  to  annoy 
me  by  these  vexatious  importunities,  give  me  leave  rather  to  abandon  your 
society,  and  betake  myself  to  the  comer  of  retirement. 

HEMISTICH. 

I'll  hie  me  to  some  quiet  comer,  and  on  mankind  shut  my  door.' 


1  Kur'&n,  Fl.  x.  93 ;  Mar.  91 ;  Sale,  p.  161, 1. 4 :  And  we  prepared  for  the  children  of  Israel 
an  established  dwelling  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  wc  provided  good  things  for  their 
sustenance :  and  they  differed  not  in  point  of  religion,  until  knowledge  had  come  unto  them ; 
verily  thy  Lord  will  judge  between  them  on  the  day  of  resurrection,  concerning  that  wherein 
they  disagreed.' 

-  Observe  this  sense  of  dast  afrdz :  it  is  not  given  in  the  Dictionaries. 
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When  Parfsah's  companions  saw  that  his  foot  was  firmly  planted  on  the 
carpet  of  abstinence  and  piety,  they  were  convinced,  and  became  ashamed 
of  having  spoken  these  words,  and  loosed  the  tongue  of  apology  to  excuse 
themselves.  As  for  Farfsah,  he  in  a  short  time  attained  such  eminence  in 
piety  and  virtue  that  the  recluses  of  that  country  were  in  the  habit  of 
imploring  spiritual  succor  &om  his  soul;  and  those  who  were  hastening 
over  the  tract  of  religious  improvement  continually  besought  the  aid  of  the 
favor  of  his  directing  glance.  After  a  short  interval  the  fame  of  his 
austerities  and  uprightness  was  diffused  through  the  environs  of  that  region, 
and  the  celebrity  of  his  devotion  and  religious  life  penetrated  the  adjoining 
parts  of  that  territory.  Now,  hard  by  the  place  where  Farfsah  lived,  'there 
was  a  jungle,  abounding  in  streams  and  springs  of  water,  and  trees  of  various 
kinds.  In  the  midst  of  it  was  a  meadow,  such  that  the  garden  of  Iram  from 
envy  of  its  freshness  withdrew  its  face  beneath  the  veil  of  concealment,  and 
the  invigorating  influence  of  its  cool  northern  breezes  bestowed  immortal  life 
on  the  fainting  heart. 

Its  rapture-giying  plain  did  life  renew, 

Its  breeze,  invigorating,  banished  care. 
Fringing  its  streamlet's  Up,  all  moist  with  dew, 

Verdure  npsprang  such  as  one  might  compare 

To  the  soft  down  of  tender  stripling  fair. 

And  in  that  spot  many  wild  animals  and  beasts  of  prey  had  collected, 
and  by  reason  of  the  amplitude  of  the  expanse  and  the  delightfulness  of  the 
air  various  beasts  and  reptUes  reposed  there,  and  their  king  was  a  lion,  terrible 
and  dreadful,  a  monster,  frightful  and  awe-inspiring. 

COUPLBT. 

His  roar  was  louder  than  the  thunder  crash, 
His  eyes  like  lightning  fire  seemed  forth  to  flash. 

The  whole  body  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  jimgle  were  constrained  to  obey 
•  him  and  passed  their  time  under  the  protection  of  his  majesty,  and  in  the 
asylum  of  his  awe.  They  called  him  Kamjuf,^  and  under  this  title  his  fame 
had  spread  through  all  parts  of  that  country.  One  day,  Eamju{  was  con- 
versing on  divers  subjects  with  his  grandees,  and  had  opened  the  road  of 
various  discourse.  In  the  midst  of  the  conversation  the  story  of  Farfsah  was 
introduced,  and  such  were  the  encomiums  of  his  perfect  virtue  and  blameless 
life  that  from  all  quarters  reached  the  ears  of  the  monarch,  that  he  wished 
with  heart  and  soul  for  his  society. 

OOUFLET. 

They  did  to  him  a  place,  though  yet  his  cheek  beheld  was  not, 
As  to  the  pupil  of  their  eyes,  upon  their  eyes  allot. 


»  That  is,  *  seeking  enjoyment.* 
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In  short,  as  the  desire  of  Eamjuf  to  converse  with  Farfsah  passed  all 
bounds,  he  sent  some  one  to  require  his  attendance ;  and  Farfsah,  on  his  part,  in 
obedience  to  the  imperial  command,  presented  himself  in  the  world-shelteiing 
court.  The  king  having  received  him  with  the  prescribed  forms  of  respect, 
bestowed  on  him  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  high  assembly,  and  tested  his 
real  condition  in  various  points  of  devotion  and  spiritual  knowledge.  To  be 
brief,  he  found  that  Farfsah  was  a  boundless  sea  in  developing  virtuous 
excellencies  and  high  accomplishments,  and  saw  that  he  was  a  gem-scattering 
treasure  in  the  knowledge  of  the  particulars  of  perfect  truth.  Again,  he 
made  trial  of  him  in  the  matter  of  subtlety  and  in  the  transaction  of 
impoi%ant  business,  and  in  eloquence  of  speech  and  justness  of  deliberation; 
and  found  the  coin  of  his  condition  of  full  value  on  the  touchstone  of 
acceptance. 

HEXtSTICH. 

Gold  that  is  pure,  why  should  it  dread  the  test  ? 

K4mjuf  was  pleased  with  his  society,  and  cultivated  an  intimacy  with 
him.  After  some  days  he  called  him  to  a  private  audience,  and  said, 
'  0  Farfsah !  my  realm  is  of  wide  extent,  and  the  transactions  of  it  are 
vast,  and  they  brought  to  my  royal  hearing  the  tidings  of  thy  piety  and 
abstinence,  and  I 

HEMISTICH. 

Held  the  unseen  more  dear  than  if  I  saw. 

And  now  that  I  have  seen  thee,  what  I  see  exceeds  what  I  heard ;  land 
hearing  proves  inferior  to  the  sight. 

COUPLET. 

I  heard  earth's  regions  did  not  hold  a  second  such  as  thou, 
I  see  thou  dost  a  thousand-fold  surpass  that  rumor  now. 

I  will  now  place  confidence  in  thee,  and  entrust  to  thee  the  affairs  of 
government  and  finance,  so  that  thy  rank  being  elevated  by  my  patronage, 
thou  wilt  be  admitted  into  the  class  of  my  special  and  intimate  favorites,  and 
wilt  be  distinguished  through  the  blessings  of  my  condescension  and  the ' 
happiness  of  my  favor,  from  thy  fellows  and  brethren,  yea,  even  from  all  thy 
contemporaries,  by  the  honor  of  my  selection  and  the  excellence  of  thy 
dignity. 

OOUFLBT. 

Who  on  my  glorious  threshold  lays  his  head 
Will  gain  a  throne  ere  yet  a  week  he  fled.' 

Farfsah  replied,  *  It  behoves  kings  that  for  state-aflPairs  they  should  select 
proper  helpers  and  becoming  assistants;  and,  moreover,  it  is  requisite  for 
them  not  to  force  an  employment  upon  any  one  against  his  consent.  For  when 
they  by  compulsion  thrust  *  office  upon  a  person,  who  is  unable  to  execute 


^  Lit., '  hang  it  round  its  neck.' 
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it  rightly,  and  is  incompetent  to  the  proper  discharge  of  its  duties,  the 
disastrous  result  thereof  recoils  upon  the  king,  and  the  sin  of  the 
disobedience  of  the  functionary  comes  back  upon  the  ruler. 

Kow  the  drift  of  this  discourse  is,  that  I  am  averse  to  ajQTairs  of  state,  and 
possess  no  knowledge  nor  experience  in  them.  And  thou  art  a  king  of  great 
majesty  and  a  monarch  of  high  dignity ;  and  in  thy  service  are  many  wild 
animals  and  beasts  of  prey,  endued  with  strength  and  ability,  and  noted  for 
their  qualities  of  uprig;htness  and  honesty,  and  who  are  anxiously  looking 
out  for  such  employment.  If  thou  wilt  be  pleased  to  bestow  on  them  thy 
favor  and  regard,  they  will  keep  the  royal  mind  at  ease  from  all  anxiety 
as  to  the  management  of  affairs  of  importance,  and  will  be  pleased  and 
benefited  by  the  presents  and  offerings  which  they  wiU  obtain  for  under- 
taking office.'  Kamjui  answered,  'What  advantage  hast  thou  from  thus 
rejecting  my  offer?  and  what  profit  dost  thou  see  in  repelling  my  proposals? 
And  for  my  part,  I  will  assuredly  not  excuse  thee,  and  with  thy  will  or 
against  it  will  hang  the  chain  of  undertaking  this  affair  on  the  neck  of 
thy  care. 

HEMISTICH. 

Willing  or  not,  thoa  dost  belong  to  me.' 
Farfsah  said, '  The  business  of  the  king  should  devolve  on  two  kinds  of  men. 
Of  these,  one  is  the  acute,  uncompromising  person,  who  with  extreme  energy 
and  boldness,  pursues  his  object ;  and  having  succeeded  by  craft  and  subtlety, 
docs  not  become  a  butt  for  the  arrow  of  opposition.  The  second,  is  a  careless 
and  weak-minded  individual,  who  has  become  habituated  to  degradation,  and 
who  cares  not  for  dishonor,  and  disregards  the  loss  of  reputation  and 
character.^  Now  such  a  person  is  not  exposed  to  envy,  nor  does  any  one 
oppose  or  strive  with  him.  And  I  am  not  of  these  two  classes.  I  am  not 
swayed  by  cupidity,  so  as  to  play  the  traitor ;  nor  have  I  a  low  disposition  so 
as  to  endure  patiently  the  load  of  infamy. 

STANZA. 

By  God  !  whoee  hand  in  all  things  we  discern. 

Who  made  the  wise  self-guidance  to  retain. 
My  soul  the  empire  of  both  worlds  would  spurn, 

If  bought  by  one  dishonorable  stain. 

The  king  must  abandon  this  idea,  and  excuse  me  from  undertaking  the 
burthen  of  this  task ;  for  it  is  now  a  long  time  since  I  have  sewed  up  the  eye 
of  pert  cupidity  with  the  needle  of  contentment ;  and  have  consumed  with 
the  flashing  fires  of  abstinence,  the  vain  ware  of  avarice,  which  is  subject  to 
80  many  wants.  And  should  the  king  contaminate  me  again  with  worldly 
matters,  the  same  thing  will  befall  me  which  befell  the  Flies  who  had 
settled  in  the  vessel  of  honey.'     The  Lion  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 


^  In  one  MS.  'aid  is  well  supplied  before  na  ddrad. 
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STOllY   II. 

Eaiisah  said,  '  They  have  related  that  one  day  a  pure-minded  fakir^ 
whose  step  was  firm  in  the  path  of  spirituality,  was  passing  along  the  bazar. 
A  poor  man,'  a  confectioner,  w^o  had  a  fellow-feeling  for  the  indigent,' 
requested  the  holy  man  that  he  would  rest  for  a  moment  at  his  door.  The 
spiritually  gifted  fakir,  to  gratify  him,  took  his  seat  there ;  and  the  master 
sweetmeat-maker,  by  way  of  imploring  a  blessing,  filled  a  cup  with  honey 
and  set  it  before  the  darvesh.  The  Flies  (according  to  their  custom  of 
rushing  upon  sweet  things,  and  of  not  suffering  themselves  to  be  driven 
away,  however  much  one  may  try  to  get  rid  of  them, 

'  HEMI8TICR. 

The  shop  of  the  confectioner,  that  is  the  place  for  flies,) 

aU  at  once  settled  in  swarms  on  the  cup  of  honey.  Some  alighted  on  the 
side  of  the  cup,  and  a  few  threw  themselves  into  it.  The  confectioner 
seeing  that  the  attacks  of  the  Flies  went  beyond  all  bounds,  flourished  a  fan 
for  driving  away  insects ;  those  that  were  at  the  side  of  the  cup,  easily  took 
wing  and  went  off;  while  the  feet  of  those  who  had  seated  themselves  within, 
having  stuck  in  the  honey,  when  they  tried  to  fly,  their  wings  became 
smeared  with  the  honey,  and  they  fell  into  the  snare  of  destruction.  The 
pious  darvesh  was  greatly  amused,  and  began  to  utter  wild  cries  of 
delight.  After  the  sea  of  the  shekh's  mind  grew  calm,  and  the  waves  of  the 
ocean  of  ecstacy  and  rapture  had  abated,  the  confectioner  said,  '  0  holy  man  ! 
I  have  not  withheld  from  thee  material  sweetmeats,  and  do  thou  not  with- 
hold from  me  that  spiritual  matter  which  was  disclosed'  in  thy  recent 
transports. 

HEMISTICH. 

Thy  sweet  lips  open  and  pour  sugar  forth.' 

The  shekh  replied,  '  They  represented  to  me  in  this  cup  of  honey  the 
vile  world,  and  the  greedy  and  covetous  competitors  for  it,  and  a  secret  and 
inspired  voice  said  to  me,  '  Know  that  this  cup  is  the  world,  and  this  honey 
its  dainties ;  and  these  flies  those  that  pursue  them.  And  those  that  sit  on 
the  side  are  the  contented  fakirs,  who  are  satisfied  with  a  small  morsel  from 
the  table  of  the  world;  and  the  others,   which  are  inside  the  cup,  are 


1  I  would  rather,  with  some  MSS.,  omit  the  darvesh  that  precedes  halwdgar  in  the  editions. 

*  Lit.,  *  who  had  a  share  in  the  taste  of  poverty.' 

'  There  is  an  equivoque  here  on  luUwdL,  *  sweetmeat,'  and  halwd  sht*dah^  '  descending  and 
being  revealed,'  which  cannot  be  retained  in  English.  For  hull  shudan  is  *to  descend,'  and 
trd  ahudan  is  *  to  be  disclosed,'  and  the  two  compounds  arc  here  put  together  for  the  sake  of 
Ihe  equivoque. 
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the  greedy  and  covetoasy  whose  conceit  is,  that  as  they  are  inside  they 
will  get  the  greater  share;  but  they  are  ignorant  of  the  import  of  the 
saying,  *  Food  is  allotted.^  However,  when  'Izrail  waves  the  fan  of  de- 
parture, those  that  are  on  the  side  fly  away  easily  and  return  to  their 
nest '  in  the  as^emhh/  of  truth,  in  the  presence  of  a  most  potent  king  \ ' ' 
while  those  that  are  seated  inside,  the  more  they  struggle,  get  their  feet 
the  deeper  entangled,  and  remain  in  the  so-ait,  '  Aftenoards  we  rendered  him 
the  vilest  of  the  vile,*^  and  the  issue  of  their  affairs  terminates  in  eternal 
misery  and  ruin.  ^ 

Why,  as  the  price  of  one  poor  morsel  paid 

Should  we  all  this  indignity  endure  ? 
Contentment  choose — he  this  thy  stock-in-trade. 

Treasure  without  it  there  is  none — ^he  sure/ 

And  this  story  has  been  adduced  in  order  that  the  king  may  not  besmear 
the  wings  and  feathers  of  my  happy  state  with  the  honey  of  the  world.  It 
may  be  that  when  the  time  for  demanding  restitution  of  my  spirit  arrives,  I 
may  be  able  to  travel  easily  the  road  to  the  final  state. 

COrPLET. 

So  spend  thy  life,  that  should  they  say  'Depart !' 
Thou  mayst  the  call  obey  with  all  thy  heart.' 

Kamjuf  replied,  *  If  any  one  keeps  his  eyes  fixed  on  what  is  right,  and 
standing  firm  on  the  path  of  equity  omits  no  particle  of  justice,  and  protects 
the  oppressed  from  the  sparks  of  the  injuries  of  the  tyrannical,  and  listens 
with  a  pleased  heart  and  smiling  countenance  to  the  words  of  the  afiiicted, 
assuredly  in  this  world  his  fortunes  will  be  honored  with  permanency,  and  in 
the  next  he  will  attain  to  the  exaltation  of  high  dignity  and  blessedness.' 
Earisah  said,  *  If  in  officiating  under  kings  all  obligations  are  fulfilled,  the 
perfume  of  final  salvation  may  then  reach  the  nostrils ;  but  in  this  world 
the  state  of  a  courtier  cannot  possibly  be  permanent  or  unchanging,  nor  can 
his  office  continue  for  a  long  time  fixed  and  secure ;  for  as  soon  as  one  has 
been  exalted  by  being  granted  nearer  access  to  the  king,  even  Mends  begin 
to  view  him  with  estranged  looks,  and  foes,  too,  make  his  life  a  target  for 
the  arrow  of  calamity.  And  when  a  party  coalesce,  in  hostility  to  him,  of 
course  he  cannot  be  safe,  nor  can  he  live  tranquilly.  Nay,  though  he  should 
set  his  foot  on  the  top  of  the  planet  Saturn,  he  will  not  secure  his  head.' 
The  Lion  answered,   '  Since  thou  hast  obtained  my  fevor,  do  not  plunge 


^  Kur'&n,  liy.  55 ;  Sale,  p,  391, 1.  29 :  *  Moreover,  the  pious  shall  dwell  among  gardens 
and  rivers,  in  the  assembly  of  truth,  in  the  present  of  a  most  potent  King.' 

3  Kur'&n,  xcY.  6 ;  Sale,  p.  447, 1.  18  :  *  By  the  fig,  and  the  olive;  and  by  Mount  Sinai 
and  this  territory  of  security ;  venly  we  created  man  of  a  most  excellent  &bric ;  afterwards 
we  rendered  him  the  vilest  of  the  vile :  except  those  who  believe,  and  work  righteousness ; 
for  they  shall  receive  an  endless  reward.' 
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thyself  into  imagiiiary  dangers,  for  the  sincerity  of  my  good  opinion  is  a  bar 
to  the  mischievous  plots  of  slanderous  enemies.  With  a  single  chastisement 
I  will  close  up  the  path  of  their  machinations,  and  convey  thee  to  the 
utmost  limit  of  good  cheer  and  safety. 

HBailSTlCH. 

Are  friends  with  ub  ?  what  matter  if  foes  plot !' 

FaHsah  rejoined,  '  If  the  king's  intention  in  thus  raising  me  and  bringing 
me  into  notice,  is  to  do  me  a  benefit,  it  would  be  more  suitable  to  his  imperial 
kindness  and  conde^nsion  and  his  infinite  justice  and  impartiality  to  leave 
me  to  go  about  safe  and  at  my  ease  in  this  desert ;  and  of  all  the  good  things 
of  this  world  to  content  myself  with  water  and  herbs,  and  so  keep  aloof  from 
the  injury  of  the  envy  and  malice  of  friend  and  foe.  And  this  is  certain  that 
a  short  life  in  peace,  and  happiness,  and  freedom  from  care,  and  health,  is 
better  than  a  long  one  in  fear  and  dread,  and  mental  &tigue  and  labor. 

COUPLBT. 

One  breath,  with  ease  of  mind,  is  better  fiur 
Than  thousand  years,  which  disappointments  mar.' 

Kimjuf  responded,  *  Thou  must  put  far  from  thy  thoughts  the  irritating 
doubts  of  fear,  and  allocating  thyself  with  me,  must  take  on  thy  responsibility 
the  administration  of  affairs.'  FaHsah  replied,  '  If  the  case  is  so,  and  aU  my 
deprecation  and  rejection  are  unavailing,  I  must  have  a  letter  of  immunity,  that 
when  high  and  low  rise  up  against  me, — ^the  former  in  the  hope  of  getting  my 
post,  and  the  latter  through  fear  of  their  sinking  lower, — the  king  may  not  be 
alienated  from  me  by  their  whisperings,  and  may  think  it  right  to  ponder  and 
weigh  their  insinuations,  and  may  fiilfil  all  that  is  proper  in  examining  ^  into 
my  case,  and  the  mischievous  accusations  of  those  who  seek  to  do  me  hurt 

COUPLET. 

Be  not  displeased  at  every  slanderous  word, 
Friends  are  soon  left,  if  foes  be  lightly  heard.' 

The  lion  made  a  covenant  with  him,  and  gave  him  a  promise,  and  then 
delivered  to  his  charge  his  effects  and  treasures ;  and  distinguished  him  above 
all  his  retainers  and  attendants  by  imbounded  favor.  He  deliberated  too  on 
affairs  of  importance  with  him  alone,  and  revealed  the  state-secrets  to  none 
but  him.  Every  day  the  Lion's  confidence  in  him  increased,  and  his  intimacy 
with  the  lion,  and  the  esteem  in  which  the  latter  held  him  augmented,  until 
their  friendship  reached  the  utmost  limit  possible,  and  their  union  was 
thoroughly  cemented.  Farfsah  was  not  absent  one  moment  from  attending  on 
the  lion,  nor  could  K&mjuf  rest  an  instant  without  his  society. 

HEMISTICH. 

'Tis  thus,  when  friendships  reach  the  utmost  bound. 


^  I  would,  in  accordance  with  the  best  MS.  supply  ihtiydt  after  thardU. 
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This  state  of  things  hecame  irksome  to  the  favorites  of  the  Lion,  and  a  hodj 
of  the  Pillars  of  the  State  came  to  an  agreement  hostile  to  Farfsah,  and 
bound  themselves  by  a  promise  of  acting  consentaneously  in  opposition  to 
him.  They  passed  whole  days  in  devising  his  ruin,  and  whole  nights  in 
compassing  his  removal  At  last  all  unanimously  resolved  to  accuse  him 
of  treason,  in  order  that  the  mind  of  Kimjiif,  which  never  swerved  from  the 
path  of  justice  and  uprightness,  might  be  estranged  from  him,  and  that  the 
Lion's  belief  in  his  honesty,  which  quality  he  conceived  to  be  perfectly 
manifested  in  him,  might  be  shaken.  'Thereupon'  (thought  they)  'great 
openings  may  be  obtained,  and  endeavours  may  be  used  for  humbling  and 
overthrowing  him. 

COUPLET. 

By  slow  degrees  we  may  advances  make,         Till  the  foundation  of  his  power  we  shake.' 
They  then  suborned  an  individual  to  steal  a  portion  of  flesh  which  they 
had  set  apart  for  the  Lion's  breakfast,  and  hide  it  in  Farfsah's  cell. 

OOUFLET. 

And  when  the  Lion,  golden-clawed,  next  day, 
From  heaven's  den  began  to  take  his  way, 

the  nobles  and  ministers  formed  rank  in  attendance,  and  the  notables 
and  officials  presented  themselves  at  the  court  of  the  king.  Farfsah  had 
gone  on  some  business  of  the  utmost  importance  in  some  other  direction^ 
The  Lion  was  waiting  for  his  return,  and  uttered  not  a  word  except  in  praise 
of  his  ability  and  understanding  and  knowledge. 

OOUPLET. 

'  Theme  of  my  tongue,  life's  solace  is  his  name. 
No  moment  flies  but  I  repeat  the  same.' 

The  time  for  the  Lion's  meal  arrived,  and  his  savage  appetite  being 
excited,  he  was  overpowered  with  the  violence  of  his  hunger.  The  more 
they  sought  for  the  flesh  which  was  apportioned  to  the  king,  the  less  they 
found  it.  The  Lion  was  exceedingly  enraged,  and  at  this  crisis  Farfsah  was 
absent  and  his  enemies  present.  When  they  perceived  that  the  fire  of  the 
Lion's  hunger  was  joined  to  the  heat  of  his  wrath,  they  began  their  mis- 
chievous tricks ;  and  finding  the  oven  of  his  fury  hot,  they  shut  in  their 
unleavened  bread.  One  of  them  said,  '  There  is  no  alternative  but  we  must 
acquaint  the  king,  and  represent  all  we  know  as  to  his  majesty's  advantage 
or  detriment,  though  it  may  not  suit  certain  persons.'  Kamjuf,  his  attention 
being  thus  drawn,  said,  *  It  behoves  loyal  attendants  and  attached  retainers 
at  no  time  to  neglect  the  duty  of  giving  advice,  and  in  recognition  of  the 
obligations  they  are  under  for  favors  received,  to  report  at  fitting  times  what 
they  know  and  can  tell. 

COUPLET. 

They  only  loyal,  grateful  are,  in  sooth, 
Who  never  from  their  king  conceal  the  truth. 
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Report  what  thou  hast  heard,  and  say  what  thou  hast  seen.'  One  of  those 
traitrous  slanderers  and  ill-judging  sycophants  replied,  *  They  have  informed 
me  that  Farfsah  conveyed  that  flesh  towards  his  own  house.'  Another, 
in  a  douhtfiil  way,  interposed  with  a  remark  intended  to  answer  a  different 
purpose  than  the  apparent  one/  and  said,  '  I  cannot  believe  this,  for  he  is 
an  inoffensive  and  trustworthy  animal.'  Another,  commencing  craftily, 
exclaimed,  *  We  must  be  cautious  in  this  matter,  for  everyone  has  his  friends 
and  enemies,  and  through  interested  motives  they  assert  things  which  are 
not  the  fact,  and  we  cannot  quickly  know  men's  characters,  nor  can  we  be 
easily  informed  of  men's  secrets.'  Another,  interposing  with  greater  bold- 
ness, said,  *  Such  is  the  case,  and  intelligence  of  secrets  and  acquaintance  with 
men's  minds  are  not  readily  acquired.  But  if  the  flesh  be  found  in  his  house, 
whatever  is  rumored  of  his  treason  among  high  and  low,  and  small  and  great, 
will  be  true.'  At  this  crisis,  Kamjuf  lost  the  reins  of  self-control,  emd 
exclaimed,  'What  do  men  say  with  regard  to  him?  and  how  do  they 
establish  his  treason  ? '  One  of  those  present,  who  was  in  league  with  the 
adverse  faction,  said,  '0  king!  the  report  of  his  perfid^^and  deceit  has  been 
widely  dif^sed  among  the  inhabitants  of  this  jungle,  and  if  he  be  a  traitor 
he  will  never  carry  his  life  out  safe  from  this  whirlpool,  and  the  disastrous 
results  of  his  treason  will  quickly  reach  him.'  Another  of  the  interested 
ones  loosed  the  tongue  of  mischief,  and  said,  'A  number  pf  persons  did 
certainly  always  spread  this  report  of  him,  but  I  hesitated  to  credit  it.  Now 
that  1  hear  this  history,  it  has  almost  come  to  pass  that  the  gloom  of  my 
doubt  is  exchanged  for  the  light  of  certainty.'  Another  added,  '  His  frauds 
and  deceit  before,  too,  were  not  hidden  from  me,  and  1  have  such  a  one  and 
such  a  one  as  witness  that  the  afiPairs  of  this  pretended  saint  would  end  in 
disgrace,  and  that  some  grave  offence  and  enormous  crime  would  be  per- 
petrated by  him.     On  this  head  they  have  said, 

HEMISTICH. 

'  The  false  of  heart  will  be  disgraced  at  last.' 

Another  said,  *  It  is  strange  that,  notwithstanding  pretensions  to  religious 
poverty  and  pure-mindedness,  and  the  ascetic's  garb  and  good  intentions,  a 
person  should  not  be  ashamed  to  adopt  perfidy;  and  strange,  too,  if  this 
couplet  is  not  inscribed  by  the  tongue  of  his  condition  on  the  page  of 
discourse, 

COrPLET. 

My  pions  garb  does  no  such  virtue  show ; 
It  o'er  a  hundred  hidden  &nlt8  I'll  throw.' 

Another,  joining  in  the  conversation,  in  a  plausible  manner,  said,  *  This 
pure  and  abstemious  person,  during  these  many  days,  used  to  weep,  and 


*  I  am  obliged  to  use  these  eleven  words  to  trauiilate  maghlatah. 
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externally  pretended  to  regard  the  administratiou  of  public  affairs  as  a 
calamity,  and  misery,  and  misfortune,  and  trouble;  and  if,  in  spite  of  all 
this,  his  perfidy  is  proved,  there  will  be  room  for  astonishment,*  Another 
said,  *  When  in  such  a  trifle  as  this,  viz.,  the  portion  set  apart  for  the  king*8 
breakfast,  he  could  shew  his  greediness,  one  may  guess  what  bribes  he  will 
have  taken  in  affairs  of  vital  importance,  and  what  enormous  sums  he  must 
have  squandered  from  the  king's  treasury. 

CODPLET. 

The  bowler  that  not  sparrows  e'en  will  spare, 

Think  what  ho  does  when  game  and  quails  arc  there ! '  ^ 

When  the  nobles  found  the  plain  of  effrontery  clear,  they  began  to 
gallop  the  steed  of  abuse,  and  raised  in  the  expanse  of  the  heart  of  Kdmjui, 
the  dust  of  suspicion  and  doubt.  The  ministers,  too,  turning  the  reins  of 
discourse  towards  calumny  aud  wicked  plander,  impressed  in  the  mind  of 
the  king  some  envious  a;id  hypocritical  remarks.-  One  of  them  said,  '  If  this 
thing  turns  out  true,  it  will  not  be  simple  deceit,  but  plain  proof  of 
ingratitude  and  treason  to  his  benefactor;  and,  undoubtedly,  by  this 
audacious  act  he  will  have  thrown  contempt  on  the  king,  and  set  aside 
the  imperial  honor  and  dignity.'  Another  adopted  the  language  of  advice 
and  admonition,  and  said,  *  0  friends !  blacken  not  the  writing  of  your 
own  proceedings  by  these  fatuous  words,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
saying,  *  Would  any  of  you  desire  to  eat  the  flesh  of  his  dead  brother?*^  do 
not  bite  the  flesh  of  your  brother  with  the  tooth  of  reproach.  For  it  may 
be  that  the  story  of  his  treason  is  false,  and  ye  will  all  become  criminal  and 
guilty.  If  the  king  will  at  once  issue  his  command  that  they  search  his 
house,  the  dust  of  doubt  will  be  removed  from  the  path  of  truth.  For  if 
the  flesh  be  in  his  dwelling,  it  will  be  a  clear  proof  of  the  truth  of  these 
words,  and  the  suspicions  of  high  and  low  will  terminate  in  conviction. 
But  if  it  be  a  palpable  calumny,  and  the  lost  flesh  is  not  found  in  his  cell, 
all  must  loose  their  tongues  in  asking  forgiveness  for  their  fault,  and 
entreat  Farisah  to  pardon  them.'  Another  said,  '  We  must  make  haste  if 
these  prudent  measures  are  to  be  adopted,  for  his  spies  surround  us  on  all 
sides.  Every  moment  he  will  get  intelligence  of  what  is  going  on,  and 
will  neglect  no  measures  that  may  be  required  to  remedy  the  matter.' 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  debate  one  of  the  privy  coimcillors  of  the  king 
boldly  came  forward  and  said,   'What  is  the  advantage  of  investigating 


^  In  my  copy  of  the  lithograplied  edition,  there  is  great  confusion  here.  The  story  of 
the  Fakir  and  tne  cup  of  honey,  is  inserted  here  out  of  its  place. 

'^  I  read  with  the  best  MS.,  rakami  cJmnd  az  gunah-i  haaad  bd  zark,  instead  of  the  rakami 
chand  az  har  gUnah-i  hashw  va  pdrah-i  zard, 

3  Kur'ftn,  xlix.  12;  Sale,  p.  380,  1.  24:  *  Inquire  not  too  curiously  into  other  men's 
failings ;  neither  let  the  one  of  vou  Rpenk  ill  of  another  in  his  absence.  Would  any  of  you 
desire  to  eat  the  flesh  of  his  (lea(f  brotlier  ?     Surely  ye  would  abhor  it.' 
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this  affair,  and  "what  is  the  use  of  inquiry  into  this  matter  ?  For  even,  if 
the  crime  of  that  corrupt  traitor  should  he  dearly  proved,  he  will  by 
hypocritical  and  false  pretences  turn  away  the  mind  of  the  king  from 
inflicting  retribution,  and  will  employ  some  astonishing  device,  by  which 
he  will  throw  doubt  upon  all  in  spite  of  their  certainty  in  this  matter. 

COUPLET. 

He  in  cyasioii  has  such  mighty  skill. 

He  can  make  doubt  look  tmth-like  at  his  will.' 

In  short,  at  this  crisis,  when  the  Lion  was  hungry  and  furious,  they 
said  so  much  after  this  fashion,  that  his  heart  was  penetrated  with  a  feeling 
of  aversion  to  Farisah,  and  in  accordance  with  the  saying,  '  Whoever  listens, 
doubts/  various  thoughts  passed  through  his  mind,  and  he  gave  orders  to 
summon  Farisah  to  his  presence.  That  hapless  one,  unaware  of  the 
impression  made  by  the  wiles  of  his  enemies,  began  his  return,  and  as  the 
skirt  of  his  honesty  was  pure  from  the  stain  of  this  false  accusation, 
he  came  boldly  into  the  presence  of  Kamjuf.  The  Lion  asked,  *  What  hast 
thou  done  with  the  flesh  I  committed  to  thy  charge  yesterday?'  Farfsah 
replied,  *I  conveyed  it  to  the  kitchen,  that  they  might  bring  it  to  the 
king  at  breakfast- time.'  The  cook,  too,  was  one  of  the  conspirators.  He 
came  forward  to  deny  [what  Farisah  had  said ;]  and  asserted  most 
pertinaciously,  'I  know  nothing  about  the  circumstance,  and  thou  gaveat 
no  flesh  to  me.'  The  Lion  then  sent  a  party  of  commissioners,  who  searched 
Farisah's  abode  for  the  flesh;  and,  as  they  had  hid  it  themselves,  they 
soon  brought  it  to  Hght  and  took  it  to  the  Lion.  Farisah  perceived  that 
his  enemies  had  effected  their  purpose,  and  that  they  had  found  their 
opportunity  and  accomplished  an  affair,  the  threads  of  the  counsel  of  which 
they  had  been  long  weaving.     He  said  to  himself, 

COUPLET. 

'  The  wall  hides  now  the  sanflhinc  of  my  hliss,^ 
For  long  long  yean  I  feared  a  day  like  this.' 

And  of  the  number  of  the  vazirs  was  a  wolf,  who  to  that  moment  had  not 
uttered  a  word  of  reproach,  and  who  reckoned  himself  among  the  just,  and 
made  as  though  he  would  not  take  a  step  without  certain  and  convincing  proof, 
nor  meddle  with  the  matter  till  he  had  full  cognizance  of  all  the  circum- 
stances, and  vaunted  his  friendship  for  Farisah,  and  made  a  strenuous  show 
of  protecting  him.  When  these  things  had  taken  place  he  advanced,  and,  in 
declaration  of  his  opinion,  said,  *  0  King !  the  fault  of  this  villain  has  been 
found  out,  and  the  guilt  of  this  dishonorable  wretch  has  come  to  hght.  The 
king's  advisable  course  is  that  the  command  for  his  punishment  should  be 


•  Lit.,  *  The  sun  of  my  mirth  has  arrived  on  the  top  of  tho  wall.* 
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carried  into  execution  with  all  possible  despatch ;  for,  if  this  be  overlooked, 
other  criminals  will  doubtless  be  freed  from  dread  of  chastisement,  and  will 
wax  more  audacious  every  moment. 

HXICIBTICH. 

Biumefls  would  ceaie  if  pumshment  were  not' 

The  Lion  commanded  them  to  remove  the  Jackal,  and  plimged  into  a  long 
and  deep  meditation.  Meanwhile  a  lynx,  who  was  one  of  the  special 
favorites  of  the  king,  began  to  say,  '  I  am  astonished  at  the  luminous  mind 
of  the  king — ^from  the  radiance  of  which  the  sun  acquires  its  power  of  di£Pusing 
light,  and  under  the  defence  of  which  the  taper  of  heaven's  dormitory  illnmi" 
nates  its  face, — as  to  how  the  acts  of  this  traitor,  and  the  perfidy  cf  this  paltry 
cheat,  have  been  hid  from  it,  and  how  imobservant  the  king  has  been  of  the 
impurity  of  his  foul  mind,  and  the  deceitfulness  of  his  wily  nature,  and  why  the 
king  delays  his  execution,  notwithstanding  such  an  enormous  crime,  and  such 
a  shamefril  action,  and  disturbs  with  the  straw  and  rubbish  of  reflection  the 
stream  of  punishment,  by  the  drops  of  which  the  tree  of  justice  is  refreshed 
and  invigorated.'  K4inju{,  roused  by  these  words,  said,  *  What  hast  thou  to 
say  ?'  The  lynx  replied,  *  0  king !  sages  have  said,  *  Se,  whose  administrth 
tion  is  good,  his  rule  will  endure;*  the  regulations  of  a  neediul  severity  are 
the  cause  of  a  government's  continuance.  Whoever  draws  not  out  the  sword 
of  punishment  from  the  sheath  of  vengeance  cannot  repel  the  arrow  of 
mischief  with  the  shield  of  defence ;  and  he  who  does  not  hack  to  pieces  the 
foundation  of  injustice  with  the  axe  of  wrath  will  not  be  able  to  plant 
the  seedling  of  his  wishes  in  the  flower-garden  of  life. 

V£BSB. 

Where  laws  of  wholesome  rigor  cease  to  reign, 

The  base  of  safety,  too,  is  overset :   . 
For  'tis  from  it  these  gardens  fruit  obtain 

From  the  clear  fount  of  righteous  strictness  wet. 

And  whoever  seeks  the  king's  welfare  must  inflict  punishment  on  the  guilty, 
nor  shew  him  favor  though  he  be  the  friend  of  his  heart  and  the  beloved  of  his 
soul.  As  the  Sultan  of  Baghdad,  for  the  public  weal,  inflicted  punishment 
on  his  own  beloved  mistress.'    Kimjuf  said,  *  How  was  that  ?' 

STORY  III. 

The  lynx  represented,  'They  have  related  that  in  the  capital  of  China 
there  was  a  king,  who,  in  observing  the  canons  of  justice,  had,  like  Jamshfd, 
made  the  world-displaying  goblet  of  reason  the  mirror  of  his  life ;  and,  like 
Alexander,  sought  for  the  living  waters  of  equity  in  his  attention  to  the 
rules  of  government. 

COUPLET. 

From  his  impartial  sway,  injustice  fled  A  hundred  leagues,  to  regions  of  the  dead. 
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He  had  a  son  of  fair  couatenance  and  sweet  dispositioQ,  who  captured  the 
hearts  of  mankind  with  the  lasso  of  suavity,  and,  with  the  grain  of  beneficence 
and  courtesy,  brought  into  the  snare  of  his  attachment  the  hirds  of  the  souls 
of  high  and  low. 

COUPLBT. 

Never  did  Mother  World  one  of  such  stainless  temper  bear, 
Nor  ever  did  Time's  eye  with  him  one  so  unmatched  compare. 

This  son  formed  a  desire  of  seeing  the  Holy  Sanctuary,  which  i»  another 
term  for  that  in  the  well-known  passage,  *  Ferily  the  first  home  appointed  unto 
men  to  worship  in  [icae  that  which  is  in  Becca']  ;'^  and  from  the  comer  of  his  heart 
was  manifested  a  strong  inclination  to  circumambulate  that  most  excellent 
place,  i-ound  which  religious  processions  move,  by  which  is  meant  the  abode 
of  peace,  according  to  the  saying,  *  Jflioever  enter eth  therein  shall  be  safe.* 
Having  accepted  with  the  words  'Here  I  am!*  the  invitation  of  the  summoner,' 
[who  says]  '  And  proclaim  unto  the  people,**  he  formed  a  fixed  determination 
of  entering  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  sanctuary  of  the  K'abah. 

STANZA. 

The  hope  to  circumambulate  the  temple  of  thy  street, 

Consigns  a  train  of  pilgrims  to  the  wilderness  of  care. 
Exclaiming,  *  Here  am  I ! '  we  climb,  and  mount  with  willing  feet 

Upon  thy  sacred  quarters, ' ArafEit ;  ^  and  clustering  there 
A  hundred  cararans  of  souls  await 
The  summons,  *  Enter  ye  the  holy  gate ! ' 

After  he  had  obtained  leave  to  depart  from  his  father,  he  set  off  by  way  of 
the  sea,  and  embarked  with  a  number  of  retainers  in  ships  such  that  the 
expanse  of  heaven  appeared  insignificant  in  comparison  with  each  vessel, 
and  the  page  of  the  sky  shewed  like  a  diminutive  scrap  in  juxta-position  with 
a  single  sail  of  each  barque.  They  put  in  motion  the  footless,  water- 
traversing  coursers,  and  taking  up  their  abode  in  that  wooden  house  in  which 
the  roof  was  below  and  the  pillar  above,®  they  committed  the  reins  of  disposal 
to  the  rapid  wind. 

1  Kur'lui,  Fl.  iii.  90 ;  Mar.  96  ;  Sale,  p.  43, 1.  36 :  *  Say,  God  is  true ;  follow  ye  there- 
fore the  religion  of  Abraham  the  orthodox  ;  for  he  was  no  idolater.  Verily  the  first  house 
appointed  unto  men  to  worship  in,  was  that  which  is  in  Becca ;  blessed  and  a  directioo  to  all 
creatures.'  Becca  is  another  name  for  Mecca,  the  Arabs  using  the  m  and  b  promiscuously  in 
several  words. 

«  See  the  passage  of  the  Kur'&n  quoted  above.  The  next  line  is,  *  Therein  are  manifest 
signs  :  the  place  where  Abraham  stooa ;  and  whoever  entcreth  therein  shall  be  safe.* 

3  I  would  read  dti'i-rd  did  the  MSS.  allow  it,  goyemed  in  the  dative  by  tjdbat  zadah, 

*  Kur'&n,  xxii.  28,  Sale,  p.  253,  1.  28:  *And  proclaim  unto  the  people  a  solemn  pil- 
grimage :  let  them  come  unto  thcc  on  foot,  and  on  every  lean  camel,  arriving  from  every 
distant  road ;  that  they  may  be  witnesses  of  the  advantages  which  accrue  to  them  from  the 
visiting  this  holy  place ;  and  may  commemorate  the  name  of  God  on  the  appointed  days,  in 
gratitude  for  the  brute  cattle  which  he  hath  bestowed  on  them,' 

A  'Araf&t  is  a  mountain  twelve  miles  from  Makkah,  whence  pilgrims  make  a  procession 
to  the  Holy  Monument  on  another  mountain  at  a  little'  distance.  On  'Araf&t  Adam  met 
Eve  after  a' separation  of  200  years. 

«  That  is,  the  deck  was  bolow  the  mast  or  pillar. 
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COUPLET. 

Moon-like,  they  in  the  waters  ^  hold  their  dwelling. 
Towards  the  ahore  their  swift-sailed  harques  impelling. 

Having  traversed  a  distance,  in  a  short  time  they  arrived  at  the  revered 
Makkah,  and  having  performed  the  proper  ceremonies  and  rites  of  the 
pilgrimage,  they  hent  their  steps  to  kiss  the  threshold  of  the  sacred 
Mausoleum  of  His  Highness  the  Sultan  of  the  throne  of  prophecy,  and  the 
Khakdn  of  the  court  of  honor  and  majesty. 

COUPLBT. 

That  hot-reined,  soaring  cayaUer,  he  for  whose  nse  were  giyen 
As  leather  for  his  stirrups  twain,  the  expanses  nine  of  heaven. 

(May  God  pour  Sis  blessings  on  Muhammad  the  chosen^  and  on  his  family 
the  pure  ones,  and  on  his  companions  the  excellent ! )  ;  and  were  made  felicitous 
by  kissing  the  sublime  court  of  the  Prophet. 

COUPLET. 

To  kiss  thy  portals'  sacred  dust,  the  wish  of  every  saint  is  this, — 

And  harder  than  all  hardest  things,  to  lose^  this  long-hoped,  much-sought  hliss. 

And  thence  they  came  with  a  caravan  of  Khurasan  towards  Baghdad. 
The  king  of  that  place,  hearing  an  account  of  the  prince,  came  out  to  meet 
him,  and  observed  towards  him  the  respectful  and  honorific  ceremonies  which 
were  fitting  and  requisite,  and  having  prepared  for  him  proper  entertainment 
and  allowances,  and  a  suitable  place  to  alight  in,  he  besought  him  to  tarry 
there  certain  days.  When  they  had  recovered  themselves  from  the  fatigue 
of  the  journey,  and  had  resolved  on  returning  to  their  own  country,  the 
prince  made  many  apologies  to  the  Sultdn  for  the  trouble  he  had  given ;  and 
having  replied  to  his  attentions  with  the  gifts  of  thankfulness  and  gratitude, 
sent  to  hid  seraglio,  by  way  of  present  and  good- will  offering,  a  Chinese 
damsel ;  and  he  himself  having  packed  up  his  traveling  effects  set  out  for 
Khurds4n.  The  Sultdn,'  after  the  ceremony  of  accompanying  his  guest  some 
way  on  the  march,  and  the  discharge  of  the  customs  of  valediction ;  returned 
to  his  seragHo,  and  sent  for  the  damsel.  He  beheld  a  form  of  such  beauty 
that  the  Limner  of  Creative  Power  had  never  drawn  the  like  on  the  tablet  of 
existence,  nor  had  the  eye  of  the  painter  of  imagination  ever  beheld  in  the 
volume  of  fancy  so  graceful  a  shape.  Her  enchanting  locks  enchained  a 
world  with  the  lasso  of  mischief,  and  the  world-iUuminating  moon,  from  its 
high  station,  had  painted  a  diadem  on  the  ground  before  her  face.  With 
one  arch  movement  of  her  eyebrow,  she  placed  the  claims  of  other  pretenders 


^  There  is  an  equivoque  here,  which  cannot  be  retained  in  EngUsh.  The  bwy-dbi  may 
mean  'the  sign  Aquarius,'  or  *  a  mansion  in  the  water/ 

'  Here  again  is  an  equivoque  not  retainable  in  English.  Khdk  biui,  is  *  kissing  the 
ground;'  and  bnrdan  ba-khdkf  lit.,  *to  bear  to  the  ground,'  means — like  the  German  'zu  Grunde 
gehcn/ — *  to  be  ruined  or  lost.* 
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to  beauty  on  the  shelf  of  oblivion,  and  with  a  single  coquettish  glance  of  her 
half-intoxicated  eye,  she  gare  to  the  wind  of  inebriation  the  piety  of  anchorets. 

DIBTICH8. 

A  lamp  to  loYen,  where  to  conch  her  cheek ; 

Her  lip,  the  zest  and  wine  that  topers  seek. 

Her  form,  the  lofty  fortune  of  the  just : 

Her  curls,  the  shrine  that  yigU-keepers  trust. 

Sweeter  than  sugar,  baleful '  envy  owns 

Her  woids.    Her  lips  shame  rabies  into  stones.'  > 

At  the  graceful  movements  of  that  free  cypress,  the  foot  of  the  heart  of  the 
king  of  Baghdad  sank  in  the  clay ;  and  by  tasting  her  wine-colored  lip,  he 
became  intoxicated  and  bereft  of  sense  without  the  intervention  of  wine. 

OOUPLST. 

*  Chained  to  her  slender-waisted  '  form,'  her  captiye  said,  *  I  languish, 
Ah !  to  my  sorrow-wasted  *  heart  what  suffering  this,  and  anguish ! ' 

However  much  the  Sultan,  who  had  lost  his  heart,  exerted  himself  [to  escape 
this  thraldom]  it  was  all  in  vain ;  and  though  commanding  reason  poured 
the  water  of  admonition  on  the  fire  of  love,  its  flame  did  but  blaze  forth  the 
more. 

COX77LBT. 

Words  will  not  stanch  these  flowing  tears,  nor  stay  the  torrent  of  these  eyes, 
And  chiding  but  augments  the  more  the  torture  of  love's  agonies. 

Giving  himself  up  to  the  society  of  the  damsel,  the  Sultan,  aU  at  once 
abandoned  the  thought  of  his  people's  sufferings,  and  attention  to  the  afbirs 
of  the  State.  And  whenever  a  king  engages  in  dissipation,  and  ceases  to 
inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  oppressed ;  and,  fixing  his  ears  on  the  soft 
sounds  of  the  lute  and  lyre,  listens  not  to  the  wailing  of  each  afficted  heart, 
troubles  in  a  short  time  arise,  and  sedition  and  disorder,  growing  rampant, 
the  issue  of  affairs  is  disastrous  to  mankind. 

YBBSB. 

When  monarchs  time  in  reyelry  employ, 

Then  sets  the  star  of  their  ambitionings. 
Libra  '  the  constellation  is  of  joy,' 

And  there  the  planets  wane  and  sink  for  kings. 

Some  days  passed  in  this  manner,  and  the  Pillars  of  the  State  and  ministers 
of  the  king,  distressed  at  their  monarch's  indifference,  beheld  the  condition  of 
the  city  and  of  the  country  involved  in  disorder.    A  number  of  them. 


^  I  have  kept  the  equivoque  here  more  successfully  than  the  extrayagance  of  Persian 
allusions  generally  permits :  dur  tana  mdndan,  said  of  su^ar,  means,  ^  to  be  in  a  bale,'  and 
signifies  generally  ^ to  be  distressed;'  dor  »ang  rafUmnas  the  two  meanings  that  *to  be 
petrified '  has  in  £nglish. 

'  Here  again  is  an  equiyoque  on  Umg^  which  signifies  *  slender '  and  *■  sad.' 

3  Mizdn,  ^  Libra,'  may  also  mean  '  conyiyial  tables.'  I  know  not  if  an  equiyoque  is 
intended. 
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unfolding  the  hand  of  prayer,  turned  their  faces  to  [ask  help  of]  hermits  and 
saintly    men;    and    soliciting  benedictory  intercessions  from  pure-minded, 
darveshes,  made  offerings  for  the  restoration  of  the  Sultan's  state.     The 
prayers  of  these  disinterested  personages  reached  the  target  of  acceptance. 
At  night  the  Sultan  saw,  in  a  dream,  one  advancing  towards  him,  say, 

COUPLBT. 

'  King !  if  they  ask,  what  will  thy  answer  be, 
There,  where  thou  feaiest,  and  where  none  fear  thee  ? 

What  thing  is  this  that  thou  hast  taken  in  hand  ?  and  hast  withdrawn  thy 
hand  from  attending  to  the  oppressed.  It  has  almost  come  to  pass  that 
affairs  are  irremediable  and  thy  empire  overthrown.  Eise!  and  betake 
thyself  to  thy  concerns, 

HBMISTICH. 

Else  coming  mischiefii  will  spring  from  thyself.' 

The  king,  in  terror  at  this  circtunstance,  awoke.  He  then  performed  his 
ablutions,  and  loosed  his  tongue  in  excusing  himself,  and  praying  to  be 
forgiven,  and  employing  himself  in  remedying  the  past,  issued  a  command 
that  that  damsel  should  not  again  intrude  on  his  privacy.  And  although  he 
could  not  rest  without  her,  and  his  heart  was  never  tranquil  except  in 
meditating  on  her  beauty,  still,  through  fear  of  God  and  dread  of  the  decline 
of  his  kingdom,  he  gave  this  brder.  The  damsel  waited  two  or  three  days,  and 
then  one  night,  feeling  a  longing  desire  for  the  king's  society,  she  entered 
his  chamber  with  a  face  like  a  fresh  rose-bud  ^  which  the  morning-breeze  has 
caused  to  blow ;  and  with  ringlets  like  the  twisting  hyacinths  buried  in  an 
envelope  of  purest  musk. 

YEBBS. 

With  hyacinth  and  jessamine  her  perfumed  hair  was  bound, 

A  posy  sweet  of  violets  her  clustering  ringlets  aeemed ; 
Her  eyes,  with  love  intoxicate,  in  witching  sleep  half  drowned, 

Her  locks  to  Indian  spikenard  like,  with  loye's  enchantments'  beamed. 

Again  at  sight  of  her  beauty  the  king  was  despoiled  of  his  senses,  and 
tumultuous  love  robbed  him  of  his  reason  and  understanding. 

OOUFLBT. 

Now  love  returned,  and  madness  came  again, 
And  her  arch  looks  again  inflict  sweet  pain. 

For  several  days  more  he  remained  captivated  by  her  beauty,  and  in- 
fatuated with  her  locks  and  mole,'  passed  his  time  in  delights ;  and  again 


^  Gttl-barfy  'rose-leaf;'  but  thiguftah  will  hardly  apply  to  a  leaf.  Howeyer,  Persian 
writers  care  little  for  such  inconsistencies. 

'  Lit.  '  From  desire  her  Indian  spikenard  'in  a  twist.'  I  commend  this  to  the  loyers  of 
purely  literal  translation. 

B  The  mole  takes  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  enumerations  of  the  beauties  of  a  Persian 
mistress.  H&fiz  tells  us  he  would  give  Bukh&r&  and  Samarkand  (as  we  should  say  Vienna 
and  Paris)  for  t&e  mole  of  his  ftiir  one. 
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the  messengers  of  the  invisihle  world  summoned  him  with  infEdlible  warnings 
to  the  path  of  rectitude.  The  king  came  to  himself  and  said,  '  There  is  no 
remedy  for  my  sufferings  but  to  get  rid  of  this  mischief,  and  no  hope  of  a 
cure  for  my  affairs  save  in  the  annihilation  of  this  calamity/  Hereupon  he 
commanded  a  chamberlain  saying,  *  Take  this  disobedient  damsel,  who  without 
permission  entered  my  chamber,  and  cast  her  into  the  Tigris/  The  chamber- 
lain led  the  damsel  away,  and  reflected  thus  with  himself:  'This  is  the 
beloved  mistress  of  the  king,  and  perhaps  to-morrow  he  may  repent  and 
require  her  of  me  again.  Then  if  I  have  put  her  to  death,  the  hand  of 
thought  will  not  reach  the  skirt  of  remedy.'  He  therefore  concealed  her  in 
his  house.  The  king,  who  was  sad  at  what  he  had  done,  when  he  returned 
from  his  scat  in  the  public  hall  into  his  private  apartments,  was  overcome 
with  the  desire  of  seeing  his  mistress,  and  tortured  with  regret.  Again 
reproaching  himself,  he  allayed  the  ferment  of  his  mind  with  the  arguments  of 
reason.  One  night,  to  dispel  his  grief,  he  quaffed  a  goblet  of  pure  wine,  and 
forgetting  the  admonitions  of  reason  and  the  warnings  of  prudence,  became 
impatient  at  the  recollection  of  his  enchanting  fair  one.  Summoi^g  his  high 
chamberlain,  he  inquired  into  the  fate  of  his  beloved,  and  said  with  the  most 
terrible  threats,  '  If  thou  bringest  her  not  here  this  night  I  will  bring  thee 
to  punishment.'  However  much  the  chamberlain  began  to  excuse  himself,  it 
was  all  in  vain,  and  beholding  the  dreadful  wrath  of  the  king  he  saw  himself 
on  the  verge  of  destruction.  Through  necessity  therefore  he  conveyed  the 
moon-like  beauty  to  the  king's  chamber.  Again  the  foundation  of  deHght 
was  laid,  and  the  materials  of  mirth  set  ready. 

YSBSB. 

We're  here,  'tis  night — our  miitreas  ia  before  us. 

The  cup  is  near,  the  wine  of  rosy  hue. 
The  flowers  bloom  and  autumn  has  passed  o'er  us, 

Hail,  joyous  spring !  and  winter  sad,  Adieu ! 

In  short,  three  times  the  king  commanded  her  to  be  slain,  and  the 
chamberlain  acting  cautiously,  delayed  the  execution.  At  last  the  affairs 
of  the  state  came  to  a  complete  stand.  The  Sultan  perceived  that  there  was 
no  remedy  for  this  calamity  but  from  his  own  hand,  and  that  he  could  not 
hope  to  get  rid  of  this  misfortune  by  the  aid  of  another. 

HEMISTICH. 

*  No  other's  hand  can  manage  this  affair.' 

For  he  saw  that  whomsoever  he  might  command  to  slay  the  damsel  would 
assuredly,  out  of  caution,  delay  the  execution.  Therefore  the  king  prepared 
himself  to  put  her  out  of  the  way,  yet  he  was  unwilling  to  destroy  any  one 
openly,  without  some  palpable  treason  on  their  part.  At  last,  one  day, 
standing  on  the  terrace  of  his  palace,  he  was  gazing  on  the  Tigris,  and  the 
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damsel,  in  attendance  on  him,  was  contemplating  from  a  distance  the  beauty 
of  the  king.  The  Sultin,  dreading  the  friture,  reflected  on  the  fatal 
consequences  of  his  supineness.  He  saw  that  the  time  was  come,  and  said 
to  himself,  *  Though  I  bring  on  my  head  innocent  blood,  yet  a  hundred 
thousand  hearts  will  be  solaced  which  now  by  my  neglect  of  them,  are 
immersed  in  blood.  And  though  this  girl  is  dear  to  me  as  my  life,  yet  it  is 
of  still  greater  importance  to  have  regard  to  the  condition  of  my  distressed 
people.'  He  then  bade  her  approach  nearer  to  look  at  a  vessel.  When  the 
damsel  had  come  close,  the  king  gave  her  a  push,  and  threw  her  into  the 
Tigris;  and  evincing  much  grief,  gave  out  as  though  she  had  of  herself 
fedlen  into  the  water.  He  then  commanded  them  to  draw  her  out  of  the 
river,  and  burying  her,  and  beginning  to  mourn  for  her,  he  fulfilled  the 
most  rigorous  conditions  of  that  rite.  Thus,  for  the  public  weal,  he  with 
his  own  hand,  took  away  the  life  of  her  whom  he  adored. 

HEMISTICH. 

For  one  good  end  kings  will  a  hundred  slay.' 

# 
And  I  have  adduced  this  story  in  order  that  the  king  may  know  that  it 

is  better  to  take  care  of  the  welfare  of  the  state  than  to  shew  indulgence  to 
one  traitor,  and  more  advisable  to  remove  one  person  whose  existence  is  a 
general  injury,  than  to  exclude  a  thousand  others.'  By  these  wily  insinua- 
tions the  fire  of  the  lion's  wrath  was  kindled,  and  he  sent  a  message  to 
Farfsah,  *  If  thou  hast  any  excuse  to  offer  for  this  offence,  make  it  known.' 
As  Farfsah  was  innocent,  and  [as  it  is  true  what]  they  have  said,  *  When 
a  man's  hand  is  short,  his  tongue  is  long ; 

HEMISTICH. 

The  innocent  are  eyer  fearless  found,' 

he  sent  back  a  rough  message,  and  his  reproachM  words  did  but  help  the 
mischievous  flatteries  of  his  opponents.  The  fire  of  Kamjufs  wrath  rose 
higher,  and  putting  aside  all  covenants  and  promises,  he  gave  a  positive 
order  to  put  Farisah  to  death.  They  conveyed  tidings  of  this  to  the  mother 
of  the  Lion,  who  saw  that  he  was  acting  precipitately,  and  had  disregarded 
clemency  and  forbearance,  and  exchanged  patience  and  calmness  for  levity 
and  precipitation.  She  thought  to  herself,  *  I  must  go  with  all  speed  and 
release  ray  son  from  the  temptations  of  the  accursed  devil.  For  whenever 
anger  gets  the  mastery  over  kings,  Satan  bears  sway  over  them,  and 
leads  them  to  do  whatever  he  wishes;  and  the  same  meaning  may  be 
understood  from  the  import  of  the  true  tradition,  *  When  the  sulfdn  ifffuriom, 
the  devil  exercises  dominion  over  him.* 

COrPLET. 

Wrath  is  a  flame  from  Satan  that  proceeds. 
And  in  the  end  it  to  repentance  leads.' 
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First  of  all  she  despatched  some  one  to  the  executioner,  saying,  '  Pause 
ere  thou  slayest  the  Jackal,  until  I  speak  to  the  Lion.'  She  then  came  to 
Kamjui,  and  said  *  0  son,  I  have  heard  that  thou  hast  given  orders  to  put 
Parf sah  to  death.  What  was  his  crime  ?  and  what  fault  has  he  committed  r ' 
The  lion  recounted  the  circumstances.  His  mother  said,  '  0  son  !  cause  not 
thyself  to  wander  in  the  wilderness  of  perplexity,  nor  exclude  thyself  firom 
the  quality  of  justice  and  beneficence.  And  the  wise  have  said,  *  Eight  things 
depend  on  eight  things.  The  honor  of  a  wife  on  her  husband;  and  the 
reputation  of  a  son  on  his  father ;  and  the  knowledge  of  a  pupil  on  his  teacher; 
and  the  strength  of  an  army  on  its  general;  and  the  spiiitual  gifts  of 
religious  men  on  their  faith ;  and  the  security  of  subjects  on  their  king ;  and 
the  government  of  a  king  on  justice ;  and  the  excellence  of  justice  on  reason 
and  vigHance.  Now  the  principal  things  in  this  matter  are  two.  One  is  to 
know  one's  followers  and  attendants,  and  to  place  each  in  the  position  proper 
for  him,  and  to  promote  him  in  proportion  to  his  ability  and  skill.  The  second 
point  is,  to  suspect  them  in  what  concerns  one  another,  for  there  is  a  constant 
strife  between  those  who  are  most  in  favour  at  the  courts  of  kii^,  which 
cannot  be  extinguished  except  by  their  utter  annihilation.  Wherefore  if  the 
King  listens  to  the  accusations  of  one  against  the  other,  and  attends  to  the 
calumnies  of  that  one  with  reference  to  this,  there  will  be  no  more  confidence 
between  the  Sultan  and  the  Pillars  of  the  State.  Hence  whenever  they  wish 
they  will  be  able  to  bring  a  loyal  servant  under  suspicion,  and  trick  out  a 
traitor  in  the  garb  of  loyalty.  Consequently  the  innocent  are  overtaken  in 
the  whirlpool  of  calamity,  and  the  guilty  pass  their  time  on  the  shore  of 
escape  in  safety  and  security. 

OOXTTLET. 

Broken-hearted  in  their  prison  languish  all  the  innocent ; 
While  the  guilty  stand  afar  off  ever  smiling  and  content 

And  without  doubt,  the  result  of  this  procedure  will  be  that  those  present 
will  decline  office,  and  the  absent  will  hang  back ;  *  and  the  execution  of 
the  supreme  commands  will  be  delayed,  and  a  thousaud  embarrassments 
will  accrue  to  the  Pillars  of  the  State ;  and  the  ill  consequences  which 
proceed  firom  this  are  beyond  the  limits  of  computation,  and  exceed  the 
power  of  reckoning. 

8TAMZA. 

Let  not  the  ear  to  selfish  men  be  lent, 

For  they  will  injure  both  the  £Euth  and  State. 
As  sycophants  through  thee  grow  eminent, 

So  will  thy  greatness  and  thy  power  abate. 
If  to  the  envious  thou  dost  yield  consent, 

Of  thy  free-will  thou  ceasest  to  be  great.' 


1  This  appears  to  be  the  meaning  of  takd^ud  namitdan  here,  and  indeed  I  find  it  given  on 
the  margin  of  one  of  the  MSS. 
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The  Lion  said,  '  I  have  not  been  induced  by  any  one's  words  to  issue 
this  command  with  reference  to  Fan'sah.  "Naj,  my  disposition  towards  him 
was  unchanged,  until  his  treason  was  palpable.'  The  lioness  replied,  '  It 
is  not  right  for  kings  to  alter  their  minds,  especially  with  reference 
to  the  confidential  advisers  of  the  court,  without  perfect  certainty.  And 
as  to  what  thou  saidst  that  his  treason  was  fully  proved,  this  matter  is 
still  veiled  in  doubt ;  and  the  truth  will  then  be  evident  when  the  curtain 
falls  from  tha  face  of  this  aflfair.  And  it  was  but  fitting  that  thou  shouldest 
have  found  room  in  the  amplitude  of  thy  clemency  for  so  slight  a  fault 
which  they  impute  to  Farfsah  on  suspicion ;  and  that  thou  shouldest  have 
kept  in  full  view  of  thy  mind  his  previous  services ;  and  the  virtuous  efforts 
and  illustrious  acts  which  he  performed  at  the  door  of  this  palace  ought 
not  to  have  been  effaced  from  the  tablet  of  thy  memory ;  nor  ought  the 
words  of  those  devoid  of  merit,  unattested,  to  have  met  with  a  favorable 
hearing  as  to  the  meritorious  of  approved  capacity. 

TB318E. 

*  The  mean  man  grudges  others  their  success, 

And  so  the  miser  would  the  fly  expel 
From  the  same  cup.    Endless  the  tricks,  finesse, 
That  knaves  who  neither  act  nor  prosper  well 
Will  try,  lest  fortune  should  true  merit  bless. 

0  son !  wo  ought  to  recognise,  in  all  circumstances  that  occur,  and  in  all 
events  that  take  place,  far-sighted  reason  and  world-adorning  judgment  as 
a  just  oracle  and  perfect  discriminator :  for  the  excellence  of  man's  nature 
is  ennobled  by  the  clearness  of  his  intellect. 

COUPLET. 

Of  human  greatness  reason  is  the  base, 
'TLs  this  exalts  the  rauk  of  Adam's  race. 

And  Farfsah  had  reached  in  thy  court  a  high  station  and  exalted  rank,  and  had 
attained  great  eminence  and  lofty  position.  In  public  assemblies  thou  wast 
accustomed  to  speak  in  his  praise,  and  in  private  thou  honoredst  him  by  taking 
counsel  with  him.  Now,  it  behoves  thee  to  break  thy  resolve  of  violating 
thy  covenant,  and  not  to  exert  thyself  for  the  destruction  of  the  base  of  that 
edifice  which  th<ju  hast  erected  with  the  hand  of  thy  own  encouragement ; 
and  to  guard  thyself  from  the  exultation  of  enemies  and  the  rejoicing  of  the 
envious,  so  that,  as  is  required  by  thy  grave  and  dignified  position,  having 
judged  it  necessary  to  make  due  investigation,  and,  having  practised  caution 
and  employed  inquiry  to  the  fullest  extent,  thou  mayest  be  excused  in  the 
eye  of  reason,  and  be  clear  in  the  opinion  of  the  wise  from  the  stain  of  false 
accusation.  And  this  crime  which  they  impute  to  him  is  too  paltry  for  a 
wise  man  like  him  to  soil  with  its  dust  the  mirror  of  uprightness,  and  to 
defile  the  skirt  of  honesty  with  the  impurities  of  trifles  such  as  these.     And 

2   K 


498  ANYAR-I   SUHAIU  ;     OR,    THE   UGUTS   OK   CANOPUft. 

I  know  that  greed  and  appetite  could  not  overcome  his  abstinence  and  con- 
tentment ;  and  that  covetousness  and  lust  could  not  gallop  the  steed  of  hope 
ilk  the  plain  of  his  yision  and  knowledge.  Moreover,  duriDg  this  long 
period  that  Farfsah  has  been  an  attendant  of  this  court  he  has  never  eaten 
flesh;  and,  previous  to  that,  too,  he  was  famed  and  celebrated  for  this 
quality.  His  abstaining  from  eating  animal  food  was  in  every  mouth,  and 
had  reached  all  ears. 

HEMISTICH. 

Not  80  prolonged  would  vain  words  be. 

And  the  probability  is  that  enemies  put  the  flesh  in  Farisah's  abode.  And 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  this  is  too  much  for  the  deceit  of  the  fraudulent, 
or  the  envy  of  the  invidious  to  effect.  For  among  the  envious  there  has 
been  one  who,  in  expectation  that  it  might  be  injurious  to  another,  was  a 
consenting  party  to  his  own  death,  as  that  wretched  merchant  ordered  the 
slave  to  kill  him.'     The  Lion  requested  to  know,  *  How  was  that  ?' 

STORY  IV. 

The  lioness  said,  '  They  have  related  that  there  was  in  Baghdad  an 
envious  man,  who  had  a  neighbor  a  poor  man  and  a  pious,  who  passed  his 
days  in  traversing  the  waste  of  fasting  with  the  stop  of  abstinence,  and 
his  nights  in  traveling  the  roads  of  worship  by  the  path  of  nocturnal  prayer 
and  spiritual  conflict. 

COUrLBT. 

His  heart,  a  lamp  of  love,  he  did  illume; 
And  every  other  thing,  save  God,  consume. 

The  inhabitants  of  Baghdad  turned  the  face  of  confidence  towards  that  holy 
man,  and  his  goodness  was  talked  of  in  their  assemblies  and  pubhc  meetings 
and  the  great  men  of  the  city  used  to  notice  him  kindly  and  by  way  of 
present,  and,  to  secure  his  blessing,  used  to  send  offerings  of  money  and 
goods  to  him.  On  these  several  accounts  the  envious  man  envied  his  good 
neighbor,  and  made  various  attempts  to  injure  him,  but  every  arrow  of  deceit 
which  he  discharged  from  the  bow  of  calumny  was  rendered  nugatory  by  the 
shield  of  innocence  and  the  armor  of  piety.  At  last  he  was  reduced  to 
despair  about  this,  and  was  utterly  wearied.  He  then  bought  a  slave,  and 
made  a  point  of  according  to  him  all  possible  kindnesses  and  rewards,  and 
fulfilled  all  the  requirements  of  compassionate  feeling  and  care  towards  him. 
He  used  constantly  to  say,  '  I  am  cherishing  thee  for  a  particular  object,  and 
bringing  thee  up  for  a  thing  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  I  hope  that  thou 
wilt  extricate  my  heart  from  that  load,  and  fr'ee  my  sad  soul  from  that  care. 

COUPLET. 

With  the  tears  I  fondly  cherish,  with  the  pangs  that  wring  my  frame, 
I  am  hopeful,  yes !  I  feel  that  1  shall  quench  this  cruel  flame. 
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After  a  considerable  time  had  passed,  and  the  slave  became  firmly 
obedient,  and  submissively  disposed,  he  several  times  begged  with  the 
tongue  of  entreaty  to  undertake  the  promised  aflPair,  and  to  enter  upon  the 
business  in  which  the  wish  of  his  master  was  contained,  and  said,  '  I  am  not 
able  to  express  by  the  force  of  language  the  various  favors  and  kindnesses 
which  thou  hast  lavished  on  this  helpless  person,  nor  by  the  aid  of  description 
can  I  distinctly  set  forth  the  condescending  attentions  and  benefits  with 
which  thou  hast  distinguished  this  humble  slave. 

COUPLET. 

Thy  favor  makes  tby  slave  a  lily  seem, 

Each  lirab  a  tongue  of  praise,  and  thon  the  theme. 

I  desire,  in  return  for  these  demonstrations  of  kindness,  that  I  may  shew  my 
devotion,  and  perform  service  in  requital  of  these  benefits. 

COUPLET. 

The  coin  of  life  I'll  sacrifice  for  thee,         And  for  thy  ends  my  soul  ohaU  offered  be.' 

When  the  master  saw  that  his  slave  aimed  at  shewing  his  gratitude  and 
was  ambitions  of  proving  his  attachment,  he  raised  the  curtain  from 
before  the  affair  and  said,  '  Enow  and  understand  that  I  am  tired  of  my 
life  by  reason  of  this  neighbor  of  mine,  and  I  wish  by  some  means  or 
other  to  bring  a  misfortime  upon  him.  In  spite  of  all  the  artifices  I  have 
set  on  foot,  and  the  expedients  I  have  contrived,  the  arrow  of  my  counsel 
has  not  reached  the  target  of  desire;  and  the  fire  of  envy  blazes  forth 
every  moment  in  my  heart  and  makes  life  odious  to  me.  And  from  chagrin 
on  his  account  I  loathe  the  enjoyments  of  life,  and  am  disgusted  with  my  own 
existence.  I  have  cherished  thee  during  this  long  interval,  that  thou 
mayest  this  night  kill  me  on  my  neighbor's  terrace,  and  leave  me  there  and 
depart;  in  order  that,  when  they  see  me  there  in  the  morning  a  corpse, 
they  may,  as  of  course  they '  will,  apprehend  him  on  suspicion  of  the 
murder;  and  so  he  will  be  despoiled  of  his  property  and  life,  and  his 
character  for  goodness  and  virtue  will  be  destroyed,  and  men's  faith 
in  him  will  end  in  being  marred,  and  he  will  no  longer  be  able  to  boast  of 
his  piety  and  austerity.  And  to  men's  sorrow  the  meaning  of  this  couplet 
will  come  true  with  regard  to  him,  in  that  they  have  said, 

C0X7FLBT. 

The  pious  man  affects  too  much :  0  God !  his  curtain  draw  away, 
And  to  the  world  his  hidden  vice  and  naughtiness  display.' 

The  slave  replied,  '0  master!  relinquish  this  thought,  and  set  about 
managing  this  afiGGdr  differently ;  and  if  thy  wish  is  to  get  rid  of  the  holy 
man,  I  will  slay  him,  and  will  set  thy  heart  at  ease  with  regard  to  him.' 
The  master  rejoined,    '  That  is  a  complicated  and  long  affair.      Perhaps 

2x2 
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thou  mayest  not  get  him  into  thy  power,  nor  be  able  to  kill  him  so  quickly, 
and  I  have  no  more  patience  or  endurance  left.  Arise !  and  perform  this 
service,  and  make  me  satisfied  with  myself;  and  lo!  I  hand  over  to  thee 
a  writing  of  manumission,  and  I  give  thee  a  purse  of  gold,  with  which 
thou  wilt  be  able  to  support  thyself  all  thy  life,  that  thou  mayest  depart 
from  this  city,  and  take  up  thy  abode  in  another  country.'  The  slave 
replied,  '0  master!  no  wise  man  entertains  this  thought  which  thou  hast 
formed;  and  no  one  who  has  drawn  in  the  perfume  of  good  sense,  sets 
forth  such  a  scheme  as  thou  hast  set  forth.  For  the  misfortime  of  an  enemy 
may,  indeed,  be  desirable  in  one's  lifetime;  but  when  thou  hast  passed 
beyond  the  circle  of  existence,  what  gratification  will  there  be  to  thee  from 
his  execution  ?  and  what  advantage  from  his  being  racked  and  imprisoned  ? 

COUPLET. 

Bid  the  tulip  cease  to  grow  when  1  hayc  left  the  gay  parterre ; 
Cj'press !  wave  not  in  the  garden,  when  I  am  no  longer  there/ 

However  much  he  spake  after  this  fashion,  it  was  of  no  avail ;  and,  when 
the  slave  saw  that  his  master's  inclinations  lay  that  way,  he  cut  off  his 
head  on  the  terrace  of  his  neighbor's  house,  and  left  his  body,  which  was 
a  disgrace  to  the  expanse  of  creation,  in  that  spot,  and  taking  his  deed  of 
manumission  and  the  bag  of  dfndrs,  he  set  off  for  Isfahan,  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  tliat  abode  of  peace.     The  next  day  they  found  the  malevolent 
merchant  lying  slain  on  the  terrace  of  the  good  man.     Thereupon,  they 
seized  the  latter  and  detained  him  in  prison.     However,  as  the  murder  of 
the  accursed  envious  man  was  not  proved  according  to  law  against  him, 
and  the  majority  of  the  notables  and  other  inhabitants  of  Baghdad  gave 
their  testimony  to  his  virtuous  and  blameless  conduct,  no  one  opposed  his 
acquittal.     Still  they  did  not  remove  his  fetters,  and  ho  remained  for  some 
time  imprisoned  in  the  same  manner.      After  an  interval,   a  merchant  of 
distinction  saw  the  slave  in   Isfahan,  who  asked  about  the  family  of  his 
master,  and  also  about  the  neighbor's.     In  the  midst  of  the  conversation, 
they  came  to  speak  of  that  good  man  and  his  imprisonment.     The  slave 
said,   *A  strange  and  cruel  injustice  has  been  inflicted   on  that  innocent 
person.     The  fact  is,  the  thing  was  done  by  me  at  the  command  and  order 
of  my  master,  and  that  holy  man  is  quite  ignorant  of  the  w^hole  transaction.' 
He  then  detailed  all  the  circumstances,  and  the  rich  merchant  took  a  number 
of  persons  to  witness  what  he  had  said ;  and,  on  their  return  to  Baghdad, 
they  recounted  the  story  of  what  had  taken  place,  and  the  particulars  of 
what  had  occiured.     Thus  that  true  believer  obtained  his  release,  and  the 
envious  man  became  a  mark  for  the  arrow  of  execration ;  while  his  pious 
neighbor  uttered,   with    the    tongue   of   his  circumstances,   this  exulting 
stanza,  which  is  the  produce  of  the  mind  of  an  eminent  i)ersonage, 
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STANZA. 

'  Some  rude  ones,  mored  with  envy,  on  my  name 

Did  slanderous  breathe,  and  their  foul  falsehoods,  like 

A  for^,  made  hot.     In  error's  night,  the  same 
Did,  with  fraud's  bow  and  envy's  arrow,  strike 

The  hair  of  selfish  aims.    Yet  to  me  came 
From  all  their  labors  good  in  place  of  ill. 
While  their  bad  deeds  were  worse  rewarded  still.' 

Aad  I  have  adduced  this  story  in  order  that  the  king  may  condescend  to 
perceive  what  actions  are  done  by  envious  men,  and  when  their  feelings 
towards  one  another  are  such,  how  can  hirds  high  in  the  air,  and  fishes  down 
in  the  sea,  and  beasts  in  the  expanse  of  the  wild  plain,  be  safe  from  the 
assaults  of  the  malevolent  ?  And  those  of  thy  attendants  are  not  far  to  seek, 
who  are  now  inferior  to  Farisah  in  dignity,  and  before  held  a  more  honorable 
position  than  he  does,  who  have  probably  contrived  a  scheme  against  him, 
and  stir  up  this  treason  to  degrade  him.  Pause  in  thy  haste  and  in  these 
precipitate  measures,  and  adopt  a  merciful  and  dignified  procedure,  and 
deliberate  well  in  this  affair,  planning  its  remedy  in  a  manner  becoming  thy 
greatness.  Since  to-day  thou  hast  pulled  in  the  reins  of  punishment,  and 
to-morrow  the  real  state  of  the  case  will  be  known  and  its  details  understood, 
one  of  two  things  must  follow.  If  he  was  not  worthy  of  death  thou  hast 
exercised  a  merciful  intervention  in  his  behalf,  and  not  impressed  on  the 
volume  of  thy  acts  innocent  blood.  While  if,  in  fact,  he  deserves  to  be 
slain,  the  option  is  left  and  there  is  no  excuse  for  delaying  his  punishment. 

Thou  mayst  the  live  man  put  to  death ;  but,  slain. 
Thou  canst  not  him  resuscitate  again.' 

The  Lion  listened  to  the  words  of  his  mother,  and  having  weighed  them 
in  the  scales  of  reason,  perceived  that  they  contained  advice  free  from  selfish 
ends,  and  admonition  adorned  with  the  ornament  of  benevolence.  S.e 
delayed  the  punishment  and  commanded  them  to  bring  Farisah  into  the 
presence,  and  having  summoned  him  to  a  private  audience,  said,  '  I  have 
tried  thee  before  and  seen  and  approved  thy  qualities  and  dispositions,  and 
thy  words  find  more  acceptance  with  me  than  the  speeches  of  thy  enemies 
and  of  those  who  envy  thee.  Eetum  again  to  the  discharge  of  thy  duties, 
and  as  to  what  thou  hast  said  or  heard  in  what  has  taken  place,  grieve  not 
over  it  nor  think  of  it.'  Farisah  said,  *  Although  the  king  Las  spread  the 
shade  of  his  favor  on  the  head  of  my  condition  ,and  manifested  towards  me  all 
the  bounty  that  kings  can  evince,  nevertheless,  I  cannot  emerge  from  the 
chagrin  of  this  calumny,  save  when  the  king  thinks  of  a  remedy  and  devises 
an  expedient,  that  the  real  truth  of  the  affair  and  the  exact  state  of  the  case 
may  be  known.  Notwithstanding  that  I  am  assured  of  my  own  perfect 
honesty,  and  have  the  most  perfect  security  in  the  verdict  of  acquittal,  which 
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my  own  heart  supplies,  yet  the  more  cautious  the  scrutiny  your  majesty  may 
be  pleased  to  use,  the  more  apparent  will  be  my  sincerity  and  uprightness. 
And  I  know  that  my  advantage  and  welfare  is  bound  up  in  this  matter. 

COUPLET. 

Grievo  not,  my  heart !  for  gibes  of  envioiu  men ; 
There  may  be  good  here  if  thou  look'st  again/ 

Kamjuf  said,  *  In  what  manner  can  inquiry  be  made  ?  and  by  what 
expedient  can  the  investigation  be  carried  on?'  FaHsah  replied,  *The 
parties  who  made  the  false  accusation  must  be  brought  hither,  and  your 
majesty  must,  in  the  way  of  searching  inquiry,  demand  of  them  what  they 
meant  by  accusing  me  in  particular  of  this  treason,  when  I  have  not  eaten 
flesh  for  years,  and  passing  over  those  who  eat  flesh  and  cannot  do  without 
it.  And  assuredly  when  the  king  is  urgent  in  inquiring  into  this  point,  they 
will  give  the  true  account  of  it.  And  if  they  are  contentious,  by  terrifying 
them  with  threats  of  punishment,  intelligence  may  be  obtained  of  the  par- 
ticulars ;  or  if  that,  too,  fails,  by  holding  out  hopes  of  mercy  and  promising 
fiivors,  the  veil  of  doubt  may  be  removed  from  the  face  of  certainty ;  so  that 
my  innocence  and  unstained  honor  will  be  clear  to  all  the  court. 

COUPLET. 

Each  secret  that  lies  veiled  beneath  the  night, 
When  day  appears,  will  all  be  brought  to  light.' 

K4mju£  said,  *  I  wiU  inquire  the  state  of  the  case  of  them  by  threatening 
them  with  punishment,  not  by  promising  them  pardon  and  indulgence,  for 
clemency  must  not  be  expended  in  the  case  of  one  who  acknowledges  malice 
and  envy  toweirds  my  confidant  and  trusted  minister.*  Farfsah  said,  *In 
all  cases  where  pardon  is  bestowed  by  those  invested  with  absolute  authority 
and  power,  it  is  rightly  bestowed,  as  it  is  said,  'Forgiveness  is  to  be  found  with 
power.*  The  right  method  of  action  is,  to  pass  over  the  offence  of  an 
adversary  even  when  we  have  complete  power  over  him.  For  the  obtaining 
power  over  an  adversary  is  an  estimable  blessing,  and  our  gratitude  for  such 
a  blessing  can  only  be  8he\vn  by  pardon  and  forgiveness  of  his  fault. 

COUPLET. 

Has  victory  o'er  a  foe  thy  struggles  blessed } 
Then  by  forgiveness  be  thy  thanks  expressed.' 

When  Kamjui  had  heard  the  words  of  Farfsah,  and  beheld  the  marks  of 
truth  and  right  counsel  impressed  on  the  pages  of  those  words;  he  sent 
separately  for  each  of  those  parties  who  had  stirred  up  this  dust  of  mischief, 
and  used  the  most  strenuous  exertions,  even  to  the  limit  of  excess,  to  dis> 
cover  what  was  concealed,  and  to  develope  the  intricate  points.  Moreover 
he  urged  them  much,  with  the  promise  that,  if  they  would  state  the  truth, 
the  pages  of  their  offences  should  be  washed  with  the  water  of  forgiveness ; 
and,  in  addition,  they    should   also  be   rewarded   with   honors    and   gifts 
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from  the  king.  At  last  some  of  them  acknowledged  the  fisu^ts,  and  the 
rest,  too,  being  compelled  to  confess,  disclosed  truthfully  the  real  state  of  the 
case.  Thus  the  sun  of  the  integrity  of  Earisah  came  forth  firom  under  the 
cloud  of  doubt,  and  the  dust  of  uncertainty  was  removed  from  before  the 
eye  of  conviction. 

HEMISTICH. 

We  've  tried  it,  and  the  state  of  each  is  known. 

The  mother  of  the  Lion  said,  '  0  my  son !  thou  hast  granted  immunity 
to  this  faction,  and  to  recall  it  is  impossible ;  but  let  this  be  an  example  to 
thee,  whence  thou  oughtest  to  take  warning,  and  hereafter  not  open  the  ear 
of  attention  to  the  slanders  of  any  calumniator.  "Not  till  clear  proof  and 
demonstration  of  positive  certainty  is  obtained,  which  may  release  thee  from 
doubt,  must  thou  listen  to  the  idle  tales  of  interested  persons,  nor  assent 
to  what  they  may  say  of  the  faults  of  another,  however  pithy  ^  and  laconic 
their  words  may  appear.  For  a  thing  of  little  magnitude,  by  degrees, 
reaches  such  a  point  that  the  remedy  of  it  does  not  come  within  the  sphere 
of  possibility.  And  the  source  of  great  rivers,  like  the  Nile,  and  the 
Euphrates,  and  the  Jaihun,  and  the  Tigris,  is  but  a  very  small  spring,  which 
by  the  accession  of  other  waters  reaches  that  magnitude  that  it  is  impassable 
save  in  ships.  Wherefore  it  is  necessary  to  keep  back  words,  whether 
tiifling  or  the  reverse,  that  are  uttered  in  defamation  of  any  one,  .and  to  close 
the  path  to  the  remarks  of  others  that  the  conclusion  of  the  affair  may  not 
terminate  in  mischief. 

COUPLBT. 

A  spade  may,  at  its  head,  the  new-born  stream  restrain, 
Which,  full,  an  elephant  would  try  to  ford  in  vain.'  * 

Kamjuf  replied,  '  I  accept  this  advice,  and  I  perceive  that  without  clear 
proof  it  is  not  good  to  suspect  any  one.'  His  mother  answered,  '  0  king ! 
the  person  who,  without  evident  cause,  is  angry  with  his  friends,  is  one  of 
those  eight  classes  of  people  of  whose  society  sages  have  commanded  us  to 
beware.'  Kamjui  replied,  *  Eecount  to  me  the  detail  of  this  classification.' 
The  lioness  continued,  *  The  wise  have  traced  on  the  leaves  of  the  pages  of 
admonition  that  it  is  proper  to  shim  the  society  of  eight  classes,  and  equally 
incumbent  on  us  to  converse  and  associate  with  eight  other  classes.  However, 
the  eight  persons  from  whoso  intercourse  we  ought  to  pluck  the  skirt  of 
agreement  are  as  follows : — The  first,  is  he  who  does  not  recognize  the  debt 
he  owes  to  benefactora  for  benefits  received,  and  stigmatizes  himself  by 
ingratitude  and  unthankfulness.  The  second,  is  he  who  is  angry  without 
cause,  and  whose  anger  overpowers  his  gentler  feelings.     The  third,  is  he  who 


^  Mujiz  va  muklifasar,  I  doubt  the  meaning  of  these  wordB  here.  *  Trifling  and 
unimportant '  woul3  suit  the  context  better. 

2  These  lines  are  quoted  from  the  ^  Gulistiin  '  of  S'adi.  See  my  Translation,  p.  39, 1. 11, 
where  they  are  rendered  somewhat  diflferently. 
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through  long  life  becomes  proud,  and  thinks  himself  freed  from  the  neoeadty 
of  discharging  his  duty  to  his  Creator  imd  his  fellow-creatures.     The  fomih, 
is  he  who  bases  his  proceedings  on  perfidy  and  deceit,  and  in  whose  sight 
these  qualities  appear  venial.     The  fifth,  is  he  who  opens  up  to  himself  the 
path  of  falsehood  and  perfidy,  and  who  withdraws  from  truth  and  upright- 
ness.    The  sixth,  is  he  who  gives  a  swing  to  his  appetite  in  matters  of 
licentiousness,  and  accounts  sensual  gratification  as  the  principal  object  ^  of  his 
wishes,  and  the  K'abah  of  his  hopes.    The  seventh,  is  he  who  is  characteristd 
by  a  deficiency  of  modesty,  and  conducts  himself  with  impudence  and  disrespect 
The  eighth,  is  he  who  is  causelessly  suspicious  of  persons,  and  wh.o,  without 
clear  proof  and  demonstration,  distrusts  the  wise.    But  the  eight  persons  with 
whom  we  ought  to  unite,  and  whose  society  we  ought  to  regard  as  a  blessing, 
are   the  following  : — ^First,  he  who  regards  it  as  a  duty  to   be   thankful 
for  kindness,  and  who  is  careful  to  discharge  the  duties  which  he  finds 
devolve  upon  him.     The  second,  is  he  the  knot  of  whose  friendship  and  the 
promise  of  whose  attachment  is  not  broken  by  the  accidents  of  fortune  and 
the  vicissitudes  of  imcertain  time.     The  third,  is  he  who  feels  it  incumbent 
on  him  to  shew  respect  to  men  of  education  and  honor,  and  is  disx>o8ed  to 
reward  and  requite  them  by  word  and  deed.     The  fourth,  is  he  who  keeps 
himself  from  perfidy,  and  lying,  and  pride,  and  haughtiness.     The  fifth,  is  he 
who  is  able  to  control  himself  in  the  moment  of  anger.     The  sixth,  is  he  who 
raises  the  standard  of  generosity,  and  who  exerts  himself  to  the  utmost  in 
obtaining  the  wishes  of  the  hopeful.     The  seventh,  is  he  who  clings  to  the 
train  of  modesty  and  honor,  and  never  oversteps  the  line  of  good  manners. 
The  eighth,  is  he  who  is  by  nature  the  friend  of  good  and  virtuous  men,  and 
shuns  the  debauched  and  irreligious.     And  whoever  associates  and  unites 
with  this  class  that  has  been  mentioned,  and  who  shuns  and  avoids  the 
parties  that  have  been  named  before,  by  the  blessing  of  the  said  associates 
the  defect  of  objectionable  qualities  diminishes  in  him,  and  his  temperament 
approximates  to  the  true  equilibrium :  for  when  vinegar,  with  all  the  sharp- 
ness and  sourness  that  is  natural  to  it,  is  mixed  with  honey,  it  escapes  from 
its  original  acidity,  and  becomes  the  means  of  dispelling  so  many  ailments.' 

STANZA. 

Go !  and,  like  vinegar,  thy  acid  blend 

"With  honey,  and,  disease  expelling,  so 
Make  glad  the  soul.     Seek  a  life-valued  friend, 

And  be  not  dead  of  heart,  for  thou  shalt  grow 
Reanimate  through  him  that  is  thy  life.    Attend, 

Like  their  own  shadow,  on  the  good ;  which  done, 
Fame,  round  the  earth  shall  bear  thee  like  the  sun/ 


'  Lit.,  *  point  to  which  the  face  is  turned  in  prayer.' 

2  The  drink  sikanjabin  *  oxymel,*  is  here  alluded  to,  which  according  to  Oriental  writers 
is  good  to  cure  biliousness,  etc. 
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When  the  Lion  saw  the  results  of  the  care*  and  the  uxpellence  of  the 
intervention  of  his  mother  in  obviating  this  embarrassment,  and  remedying 
what  had  happened,  after  performing  what  gratitude  and  thankfidness 
prescribed,  he  said,  '  0  queen  of  the  age !  by  the  blessed  influences  of  thy 
admonitions  and  the  favors  of  thy  advice, 

COUPLET. 

Light  in  the  way  that  had  grown  dark,  has  shone, 
And  things  once  difficult,  have  easy  grown, 

and  an  able  minister  and  faithful  officer  has  emerged  from  the  whirlpool 
of  calumny,  and  I  have  acquired  information  as  to  the  character  of  each  of 
my  attendants,  and  I  shall  know  hereafter  what  kind  of  treatment  to  adopt 
towards  each  of  them,  and  how  to  commence  in  rejecting  or  accepting  their 
words.'  His  confidence  in  Farisah  then  increased,  and  having  offered  many 
apologies,  and  shewn  him  much  courtesy,  he  called  him  before  him  and  said, 
'  Thou  must  regard  this  aspersion  as  the  cause  of  an  increase  of  my  confidence, 
and  the  source  of  an  augmentation  of  my  reliance  in  thee,  and  thou  canst 
continue  the  superintendence  of  the  affairs,  which  was  committed  to  thee, 
according  to  the  former  fashion.*  Farisah  replied,  *  This  does  not  come  right 
so,  nor  is  the  knot  of  my  affairs  loosened  by  these  caresses.  The  king 
slighted  his  former  promises,  and  gave  to  the  accusations  of  my  enemies  a 
firm  place  in  his  mind.' 

QUATBAm. 

Thou !  who  hast  from  thy  heart  expunged  all  truth. 

And  sided  wholly  with  my  enemies, 
If  this  the  love  thou  show'st  to  all — ^in  sooth 

There  breathes  not  one  worth  loving  in  thy  eyes.* 

K4mjui  replied,  '  Thou  must  not  take  to  heart  any  of  these  things,  for 
neither  didst  thou  fall  short  in  thy  service,  nor  I  fail  in  my  regard.  Be 
of  good  cheer !  and  betake  thyself  to  thy  duties  with  the  fullest  reliance  on 
my  protection.'     Farisah  replied, 

HEMISTICH. 

'  Fresh  head  and  turban  are  not  mine  each  day. 

This  time  I  have  escaped,  but  the  world  is  not  void  of  envious  and  slanderous 
persons,  and  as  long  as  the  favor  of  the  king  towards  me  continues,  the 
envy  of  the  malignant  will  be  unchanged.  Moreover,  from  the  king  having 
listened  to  my  calumniators  to  the  extent  that  he  has,  my  enemies  have 
learned,  that  he  is  easily  won  over.  They  will  therefore  every  moment 
get  ready  some  new  embroilment,  and  will  incessantly  thrust  in  their 
insinuations ;  and  every  king  that  has  lent  his  ear  to  the  words  of  the 


*  One  MS.  reads  mauki-i  ihtimdm. 

2  As  I  can  make  nothing  of  the  reading  of  the  editions  here,  I  read  with  the  best  MS.  I 
have,  va  mahdl-i  dushmandn-rd  dar  zamir  tamakkun  ddd^  which  is  simple  and  intelligible. 
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mischievous  traducer,  and  giyen  heed  to  the  falsehoods  and  wiles  of  the 
backbiter  and  defamer,  his  service  is  a  risking  of  Kfe ;  and  to  sport  with  one's 
life  is  not  the  habit  of  the  wise. 

HBMI8TICH. 

My  life  will  not  be  re-bestowed  each  day. 

And  if  the  king's  judgment  sees  fit,  I  will,  by  a  single  word,  make  my 
excuse  for  declining  service  clear.'  The  king  said,  *  Say  on.'  Parisah 
continued,  *  In  that  the  king  showed  compassion  upon  me  in  this  occurrence, 
and  placed  fresh  confidence  in  me,  and  even  augmented  his  former  trust  in  me, 
he  has  acted  with  graciousness  and  indulgence,  and  that  may  be  regarded  as  a 
surpassing  blessing,  and  a  favor  exceeding  description.  But  in  that  he  issued 
his  command  for  my  punishment,^  with  such  rash  haste  and  without  inquiry 
being  made,  he  displayed  such  precipitancy,  that  I  have  lost  my  confidence 
in  his  royal  generosity,  and  have  ceased  to  hope  in  his  imperial  kindness 
and  infinite  compassion.  For  he  causelessly  cancelled  his  former  favors,  and 
unreasonably  obliterated  roy  previous  services,  and  on  a  false  accusation — and 
that  too  of  such  a  paltry  nature  that  had  it  been  proved  would  not  have 
deserved  such  importance  to  be  attached  to  it — ^authorised  a  cruel  punishment. 
Now  a  king  ought  to  be  such  that  even  a  gross  act  of  treason  would  not 
sully  the  quality  of  his  mercy,  like  the  King  of  Yaman,'  who,  notwithstanding 
an  ofiSence  of  the  gravest  nature,  did  not  disgrace  his  Chamberlain,  and 
covered  his  bad  action  with  the  veil  of  clemency.'  K4mjui  inquired,  '  How 
was  that  ? ' 

STORY  V. 

Farisah  said,  '  They  have  related  that  in  the  capital  of  Yaman  there  was 
a  king,  from  whose  clear  countenance  beamed  the  light  of  the  morning  of 
justice,  and  on  the  face  of  whose  acts  and  the  forehead  of  whose  desires  the 
rays  of  the  light  of  equity  were  manifest. 

VERSE. 

A  king,  that  heaven  in  his  court's  way  showered. 

From  bright  Orion  and  the  Pleiades, 
Largesse.     Like  Kisra,  or  like  Kai,  empowered 

He  banqueted.     Obeyed  were  his  decrees, 
Like  those  of  Farid(in.     Most  blest  his  tread 
[Success  and  fortune  followed  where  he  led]. 

One  day  he  was  displeased  with  his  Chamberlain  and  forbade  him  his 
palace.'  The  hapless  Chamberlain  had  not  fortitude  to  meet  the  eye  of  the 
king,  and  yet  thought  it  not  advisable  to  depart  from  that  city.     Compelled 


'  The  printed  edition  omits  va  after  siydsaUi  matiy  and  thus  the  sense  of  the  passage  is  lost. 

-  Yaman  =  Arabia  Felix. 

3  Observe  the  phrase,  khdnah  bar  rat  zintUtn  frikht. 
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by  necessity  he  remained  seated  in  the  comer  of  his  house,  and  was  at  one 
time  weeping  over  the  embarrassment  of  his  affairs,  at  another  laughing  at 
the  marvelous  vicissitudes  of  fortune.  , 

OOUPLBT. 

lu  weeping  for  my  piteous  state  the  livelong  night  I  thus  beguile, 
I  now  like  wasting  taper  weep,  anon,  I  tearful  sadly  smile. 

At  last  from  the  deficiency  of  means,  and  his  numerous  family,  and  the 
embarrassment  caused  by  their  utter  destitution,  he  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  he  ought  to  convey  himself  into  the  king's  presence,  either  that  his 
neck  might  meet  the  sword  of  punishment,  or  his  head  be  adorned  with  the 
diadem  of  acceptance.  One  day,  when  the  king  had  a  great  entertainment 
and  there  was  a  general  levee,  the  Chamberlain  sent  to  all  his  friends,  and 
having  borrowed  a  horse  and  a  robe,  sate  thereon,  and  entered  the  king's 
palace.  The  warders  and  chamberlains  supposed  that  the  king  had  renewed 
his  favor  towards  him,  and  that  they  had  given  the  steed  and  the  robe  to 
him  by  command  of  the  Sultan ;  wherefore  no  one  opposed  his  entrance. 
So  the  Chamberlain  boldly  entered  the  court  and  stood  in  his  proper  place. 
Now  the  king  had  taken  his  seat  at  a  banquet  of  wine,  and  was  indulging  in 
mirth  with  his  guests.  When  he  saw  the  Chamberlain,  the  fire  of  wrath 
began  to  blaze  forth ;  and  the  executioner.  Anger,  demanded  the  chastise- 
ment of  the  offender.  Again,  on  reflection,  he  was  unwilling  to  disturb  the 
convivial  meeting,  and  to  exchange  the  enjoyment  of  the  sweet  wine  for 
the  ennui  of  vexation  and  annoyance.  His  natural  clemency  sought  to  get 
the  preference  by  pardoning  the  crime,  and  his  innate  generosity  viewed  the 
offence  as  not  committed. 

HEMISTICH. 

Drink  wine,  be  kind,  and  trust  the  rest  to  me. 

When  the  Chamberlain  looked  on  the  face  of  the  king,  and  found  the 
freshness  of  his  mirth  and  his  hilarity  unchanged,  he  applied  himself  busily 
to  his  duties ;  and  haviLg  tightly  bound  the  skirt  of  service  on  the  waist  of 
attendance,  he  lent  a  hand  in  everything  that  was  being  done,  and  engaged  in 
every  duty ;  until,  having  obtained  a  good  opportunity,  he  concealed  under 
his  tunic  a  golden  dish,  which  weighed  a  thousand  mit^kals.  The  king  per- 
ceived that  action  of  his,  and  undei'stood  that  narrowness  of  means  and  his 
distressed  condition  were  the  cause  of  this  boldness.  He  therefore  deputed 
clemency  to  conceal  that  offence.  At  Ihe  end  of  the  party,  those  who  had 
charge  of  the  dishes  were  making  search  and  accusing  the  people,  and  their 
aim  was  to  extract  a  confession  from  them  by  intimidation  and  threats.. 
The  king  asked  one  of  the  grandees,  *  What  has  happened  to  these  people 
that  they  are  in  such  excessive  perturbation  ? '  The  nobleman  represented 
the  matter  as  it  was.  The  king  said,  *  Let  these  people  go,  for  they  have 
not  got  the  dish.     He  who  has  it,  will  not  give  it  back ;  and  he  who  saw  it 
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will  not  tell.'  The  Chamberlain  went  out  and  supported  himself  for  a  year 
on  the  price  of  that  dish.  The  next  year,  at  the  very  same  time,  there  was 
a  special  banquq^  and  a  general  levee.  Again  the  Chamberlain  introduced 
himself  in  tlie  crowd.  The  king  called  him  up  and  whispered  to  him,  *  Is 
the  dish  all  spent  ? '  The  Chamberlain  turned  the  face  of  supplication 
towards  the  ground,  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

*  0  happy  prince  I  be  evil  eyes  from  thy  moon's  fortune  far  away  ! 
And  thy  life's  maiiKiun  to  all  time  replenished  and  abondaut  stay. 

What  I  did  was  for  a  set  purpose,  and  I  thought  that  tlic  king  would 
see  me,  or  some  other  would  detect  it,  and  convey  me  to  punishment ;  for, 
from  the  sufferings  of  hunger,  I  was  sick  of  my  life.  While,  if  what  I  did, 
remained  under  the  veil  of  concealment,  at  least  I  should  secure  food  for 
some  days.  These  were  my  feelings,  and  I  am  cei-tain  that  the  truth  of  my 
statement  will  not  remain  hidden  in  the  mirror  of  the  most  luminous  mind. 

COUPLET. 

That  heart-irradiating  lamp  full  well  my  pain  and  anguii»h  knows ; 
And  in  this  plaint  its  pure  idea  a  witness  to  my  sufferings  shews.* ' 

The  king  repHcd,  *  Thou  speakest  truth,  and  there  is  room  for  com- 
miseration in  thy  case.*  He  then  bestowed  on  him  marks  of  his  favor,  and 
committed  to  him  the  same  post  which  he  formerly  held. 

Now  the  object  of  citing  this  story  is  to  shew  that  the  heart  of  the  king 
ought  to  be  like  the  billowy  sea,  so  as  not  to  be  discolored  by  the  dirt  and 
rubbish  of  calumny ;  and  the  centre  of  his  clemency  should  be  like  the  stately 
mountain,  firm  in  a  position  of  stability,  so  that  the  fuiious  wind  of  anger 
cannot  move  it. 

TSBSB. 

Not  with  good  minds  does  wrath  assimulate  ; 

Nor  in  hot  places  will  the  citrul  grow. 
Grumbling  to  dust,  yile  things  their  former  state 

Abandon ;  while  the  mountains  undergo 
No  change ;  but  as  they  were,  continue  so.' 

The  Lion  responded,  *  Thy  words  are  true,  but  bitter  and  rough.  Now 
an  antidote  ought  to  be  sweet,  that  the  patient  may  find  it  easy  to  swallow  * 
and  it  is  possible  that  the  mind  of  a  sick  person  may  loathe  a  nausc>ous 
medicine,  even  though  he  knows  that  his  recoveiy  depends  upon  it,  and  hence 
he  remains  excluded  ixom  the  blessing  of  health. 

COUPLET. 

Who,  by  sweet  speech,  could  win  our  hearts  to  mirth, 
Why  should  his  mouth  to  tart  rcspon.se  give  birth  ? ' 


\  This  English  may  appear  devoid  of  meauiup,   l>ut  it  is  a   literal    tran«ilation.     The 
original  idea  is  so  strained  as  to  be  almost  unintelli^ble. 


CSAFTER  IX.      8T0EY  T.  509 

FaHsah  replied,  'The  king's  heart  is  rougher  in  confirming  fidsehood, 
than  my  words  in  uttering  truth.  And  since  he  hears  with  facility  deceit 
and  slander,  it  would  be  better  if  the  listening  to  what  is  true  and  whole- 
some, were  not  so  displeasing  to  him.  Nor,  I  pray,  let  him  impute  this 
speech  to  boldness  and  disrespect,  for  it  comprehends  two  things  of  the 
utmost  utility.  The  first  is,  that  those  who  have  been  unjustly  treated, 
find  a  relief  in  appealing  and  in  venting  their  grief,  and  their  minds  are 
cleansed  from  the  dust  of  grief  in  lamenting  and  exclaiming  against 
oppresssion.  Moreover,  it  is  better  that  I  should  disclose  all  that  is  in 
my  heart,  that  present  or  absent  I  may  be  the  same  to  the  king,  and 
that  nothing  may  remain  that  in  j^ture  may  rankle  into  hostility.  The 
second  thing  is,  that  I  wished  that  the  sagacious  judgment  and  world- 
adormng  justice  of  the  king  should  pronounce  on  this  case.  But  the 
decision  could  be  pronounced  only  after  hearing  the  statement  of  the 
injured  person;  consequently,  it  appeared  imperative,  that  the  latter  should 
state  the  case  of  his  wrongs  to  the  physician  of  the  court  of  justice. 

HEMISTICH. 

How  can  one  hide  lus  ailment  from  the  leech  >* 

Kamjui  replied,  '  The  case  is  so ;  but  in  liberating  thee  from  this  whirl- 
pool, we  conferred  on  thee  an  infinite  benefit;  and  liberation  from  the 
vortex  of  destruction,  after  the  order  for  punishment  had  been  issued,  is 
a  more  manifest  favor  and  a  more  thorough  instance  of  bounty.'  Farfsah 
rejoined,  '  As  long  as  life  lasts  I  shall  be  unable  to  return  thanks  for  the 
kindness  of  the  king,  nor  in  ages  could  I  acquit  myself  of  my  debt  to  the 
royal  beneficence;  and  this  pardon  and  condonation  after  the  order  for 
retribution  and  chastisement,  surpasses  all  other  favors;  for  other  benefits 
have  relation  only  to  the  sustenance  of  the  body,  whUe  this  is  the  cause  of 
tranquillity  as  regards  life  itself. 

COUPLET. 

With  favor  on  my  life  and  heart  thou  didst  thy  look  of  kindness  cast ; 
My  life  is  pledged  to  gratitude,  and  my  heart,  blushing,  owns  the  past. 

And  before  this,  too,  I  was  always  the  king's  sincere,  obedient,  loyal,  and 
attached  servant,  and  I  considered  my  life  and  soul  due  as  a  sacrifice  to 
obtain  his  approval  and  to  execute  his  commands ;  and  what  I  now  say, 
is  not  to  attach  blame  to  the  king's  judgment  in  this  affair,  or  to  reproach 
his  prudence  and  wisdom ;  but  it  is  an  enduring  custom,  and  an  inveterate 
habit,  for  the  ignorant  to  envy  those  who  possess  merit  and  ability,  and 
it  appears  impossible  to  close  the  path  of  envy  from  reaching  the  eminent 
and  wise. 

HEMISTICH. 

The  rose  of  worth  and  merit  blooms  not  free  from  cnv)''s  rankling  thorn. 
And  an  eminent  personage  has  said  on  this  subject, 
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STANZA. 

*  Some  worthless  fellow  may  speak  ill  of  me, 

'Tis  that  my  merit  does  his  soul  distress ; 
Little  care  I  that  men  shauld  envious  he, 

Who  is  not  envied  can  no  worth  possess.' 

And  from  the  sage's  blessings  '  Return  envied^  the  same  subtle  sense  is 
intelligible.'  Kamjuf  said,  *  What  need  one  care  for  the  envy  of  foes  and 
the  machinations  of  the  envious?  for  false  words  carry  no  weight^  with 
them,  and  the  schemes  of  the  worthless,  with  respect  to  the  excellencies  of 
people  of  merit,  are  Hke  an  obscure  star  in  the  Lesser  Bear  in  the  sim's 
splendor,  which  causes  it  to  remain  hid.  FalBehood  is  always  defeated  and 
truth  triumphant,  according  to  the  saying,  '  And  the  word  of  God  u 
triumphant:^  the  glory  of  the  wise  man  is  not  broken  by  the  breach,  of  the 
envious  person,  nor  is  the  innocent  man  stained  by  the  calumnies  of  the 
defamer. 

STANZA. 

What  if  a  worthless  foe  should  thee  defame  ? 

Copper  can  never  take  the  place  of  gold. 
In  spite  of  taunts  obscure,  the  sun  will  flame 

With  equal  brightness.    When  will  pebbles  hold 
The  market-price  that  gems  can  justly  claim  ? 

And  be  thou  henceforward  secure,  that  the  mischievous  attempts  of  the 
envious  cannot  injure  thee,  for  I  have  learned ^the  truth  of  their  interested 
remarks,  and  will  not  meet  them  with  assent.'  Faifsah  replied,  '  In  spite  of 
all  this,  I  fear  lest,  God  forbid !  my  enemies  should  find  an  opportunity 
of  interfering  between  us,  not  by  envy,  but  by  way  of  advice.'  The  Lion 
asked,  '  In  what  manner  can  they  interfere  ?'  Farfsah  answered,  '  They  will 
say,  '  In  the  heart  of  such  a  one  alarm  has  sprung  up,  inasmuch  as  thou 
didst  give  an  order  for  his  punishment ;  and  his  brain  has  become  intoxicated 
with  pride,  because  thou  hast  augmented  thy  favor  towards  him,  and  at  this 
very  time  he  feels  himself  wronged  by  your  majesty;  and  one  whose  suspicions 
are  excited  is  not  fit  to  be  trusted,  nor  ought  he  to  be  promoted  in  thy  service. 

HEMISTICH. 

Be  not  supine  with  him  whom  thou  hast  galled.' 

And  when  they  essay  to  move  the  king's  mind  with  this  artifice,  it  is  not 
improbable  that  suspicion  will  be  excited  on  the  king's  part  too;  and  in 
point  of  fact,  there  is  ground  for  kings  not  feeling  secure  of  a  servant, 
who  has  been  wronged  or  disgraced  firom  his  post,  or  removed  from  his 
office;   or  whose  enemy,  who  was  formerly  inferior  to  him  in  rank,  has 


*  Lit. :  *  are  not  lighted  up,'  *  have  no  lustre.' 
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been  preferred  before  him.'  Kamjui  replied,  'How  can  this  affair  be 
remedied  ?  and  by  what  plan  can  the  gates  of  this  approach  be  closed  ?* 
Earfsah  made  answer,  *  Their  words  on  this  score  would  be  very  unfounded, 
and  would  have  nothing  but  a  mere  erroneous  semblance.  For  after  such 
occurrences  the  confidence  of  both  parties  becomes  more  clear;  and  hence, 
even  if  in  the  mind  of  the  master  dissatisfaction  has  arisen,  owing  to  his 
discovering  some  neglect  in  the  service  of  his  minister,  yet,  after  giving  vent 
to  his  anger,  and  inflicting  the  punishment  deserved,  that  resentment  will, 
without  doubt,  diminish,  and  no  apprehension,  little  or  much,  will  be  left. 
Moreover,  the  king  will  for  the  future  understand  the  little  dependance  to  be 
placed  in  the  false  reports  of  messengers,  and  will  give  no  more  heed  to  the 
idle  whispers  of  the  interested,  while  the  excessive  attachment  and  sagacity, 
and  perfect  skill  and  honesty  of  the  other  party  become  better  established. 
Moreover,  even  if  in  the  heart  of  the  servant,  too,  alarm  and  dread  have 
existed,  yet,  after  having  received  his  chastisement,  he  feels  secure,  and 
ceases  to  anticipate  evil. 

CX)UrLBT. 

I  was  in  grief,  and  from  that  grief  got  free ; 
In  trouble,  yet  I  found  security.* 

The  Lion  asked,  *  In  how  many  ways  does  distrust  originate  among 
servants  ? '  Farfsah  replied,  '  In  three  ways :  in  the  first  place,  if  the  subject 
possess  a  high  dignity,  which  through  the  supineness  of  his  master  is 
impaired.  Secondly,  if  enemies  sally  out  against  him,  and  by  reason  of  the 
king's  withdrawal  of  favor,  make  an  overpowering  attack  against  him. 
Thirdly,  if  property  and  wealth,  that  he  may  have  acquired,  pass  from  his 
hands  through  the  king's  want  of  kindness.'  Kamjuf  asked,  'How  can 
these  things  be  remedied  ? '  Farisah  replied,  *  By  one  thing,  which  is,  that 
the  favor  of  his  master  be  regained,  and  fresh  confidence  be  reposed  in  him 
by  the  king ;  so  that  both  the  rank  which  he  had  lost  be  restored  to  him,  and 
his  rival,  too,  who  had  got  the  better  of  him,  be  rebuked ;  and  the  property  of 
his,  which  had  been  dissipated,  be  re-collected.  For  an  equivalent  can  be 
found  for  everything  save  life,  specially  in  the  servi  5e  of  kings  and  great 
men.  And  since  the  king  has  been  pleased  to  remedy  the  condition  of  this 
his  slave,  and  since  I  have  entirely  regained  the  royal  favor  and  approval, 
what  grievance  can  yet  remain  ?  or  how  can  my  enemies  find  an  opportunity 
to  speak  ?  Yet  notwithstanding  all  this,  I  hope  that  the  King  will  hold  me 
excused  and  not  draw  me  again  into  the  net  of  calamity,  and  permit  me  to 
wander  in  this  wilderness  secure  and  content,  and  with  sincerity  of  heart 
offer  up  daily  portions  of  benediction  and  praise. 

COUFLBT. 

By  day  thy  praise  I'll  study  to  proclaim. 
All  night  repeat  due  portions  of  the  same/ 
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Kamjiif  answered,  '  Keep  a  stout  heart !  for  thou  art  not  of  those  servants 
that  calumniators  should  make  their  voices  heard  respecting  thee,  and  coBTef 
to  the  place  of  acceptance  words  tending  to  asperse  thy  character.  MoreoTer 
I  have  thoroughly  proved  thee/  and  learned  that  in  adversity  thou  ait 
indued  with  patience,  and  in  prosperity  art  conspicuous  for  thy  gratitude; 
and  that  thou  rejcctest  all  that  is  contrary  to  honor  and  uprightness,  and 
regardcst  it  as  a  plain  obligation  to  observe  generosity,  and  at  the  saioe 
time  honesty  in  all  thy  orders.  Wherefore  rely  on  my  protection  and 
favor,  for  my  confidence  in  respect  to  thy  ability  and  truth  and  sagacity 
and  probity  has  been  doubled ;  and  in  no  possible  way  can  the  words  d 
thy  opponents  hereafter  find  a  hearing;  and  whatever  wiles  they  may 
contrive  will  be  construed  into  a  palpable  attack. 

OOUPLKT. 

Henceforward  we  no  listening  ear  will  lend. 
To  envy's  words  malignant  'gainst  a  friend«' 

Farisah  replied,  '  With  the  existence  of  all  this  condescending  kindness, 
what  fear  should  I  have  of  the  malice  of  enemies?  and  possessing  the 
happiness  of  the  imperial  favor,  what  need  I  fear  from  the  dissatis&ctioii 
of  my  rivals  ? 

COUPLBT. 

"NVTiat  care  I  for  the  arrows  now  of  envy's  bow  that  aims  awry ; 

For  now  that  my  arch-eyehrowed  one  I've  gained,  I  may  its  shafts  defy.' 

Then  with  the  utmost  assiduity  he  entered  upon  his  duties ,  and  each 
day  the  degree  of  his  authority  was  augmented,  and  the  rank  of  his 
elevation  and  promotion  doubled,  until  through  the  abundance  of  his 
right-mindedness  and  rectitude  the  royal  confidence  was  entirely  reposed 
in  him,  and  he  became  the  depositary  of  the  state-secrets,  both  financial  and 
poHtical. 

COrpLET. 

His  tree  to  such  an  elevation  grew, 

That  higher  than  high  heaven,  its  shade  it  threw. 

This  is  the  story  of  kings,  with  regard  to  what  happens  between  them 
and  their  followers ;  and  how,  after  the  manifestation  of  their  dislike  and 
displeasure,  they  return  to  gracious  and  indulgent  feelings.  And  let  it  not 
be  hidden  from  the  wise,  what  an  amount  of  profitable  instruction  thet 
have  wrapped  up  in  the  composition  of  these  stories  and  narratives. 
Whoever  is  favored  by  the  assistance  of  heaven,  and  aided  by  the  divine 
auspices,  will  expend  all  his  energies  in  trying  to  understand  the  directions 


*  The  reader  will  have  exclaimed  arain  and  again  *  Ohe  jam  satis ! '  was  there  ever 
anything  so  wearisome  and  inane,  so  full  of  repetition,  as  tneso  speeches  of  the  stolid 
K&mjCii  and  the  luckless  Farisah  ? 
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of  the  sage,  and  lavish  all  his  zeal  in  unveiling  the  dark  sayings  of  the 
wise;  and  will  have  recourse  to  the  physicians  of  the  hospital  of 
spirituality,  the  exhilarating  care-dispeUers  of  truth ;  in  order  that  by  the 
blessing  of  the  curatives  of  these  spiritual  doctors  he  may  escape  from  the 
error -blending  ailments  of  ignorance  and  fatuity. 

TEB8B. 

Of  thy  soul's  guide  the  cure  of  teaching  ask, 

For  man's  worst  ailment  is  his  ignorance. 
If  darkness  should  the  sullied  mirror  mask, 

Vainly  in  it  the  fairest  face  may  glance. 
Recluse,  monk,  Siifi,  children  are  astray ; 
The  man  is  he  who  walks  in  God's  own  way. 


2  L 


^ 
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CHAPTER  X. 

ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  BEQUITING  ACTIONS  BY  WAY  OF  EETRIBUTION. 

nfTEODrcnoN. 

Bdbishlim  reverentially  blessed  the  sage  BfdpdC,  and  said,  '  I  have  heard 
the  story  of  Earisah  and  Kdmjuf,  and  it  is  a  tale  for  the  intelligent  as  to  what 
happens  between  kings  and  their  servants  in  the  matter  of  disagreement  and 
treason,  and  forgiveness  and  punishment^  and  a  return  to  the  renewal  of  favor 
and  an  augmentation  of  confidence  in  trustworthy  and  able  men,  with  a  view 
to  the  ordering  of  the  state  and  the  furtherance  of  salutary  measures.  It  also 
refers  to  the  not  transgressing  in  the  direction  of  falsehood  and  the  being 
open  to  conviction  through  true  and  wholesome  words ;  and  the  advantages 
of  these  directions  are  such  as  to  be  beyond  the  limits  of  computation.  Now 
be  pleased  to  relate  the  story  of  one,  who  for  the  preservation  of  his  own 
condition  and  the  defence  of  his  own  person,  does  not  desist  from  injuring 
others  and  inflicting  harm  on  animals;  and  does  not  give  heed  to  the 
admonitions  of  the  sagacious,  until,  in  consequence,  he  is  overtaken  with  a 
retribution  similar  to  his  own  acts.'  The  sage  responded,  'None  but  a 
fatuous  person  proceeds  in  acting  injuriously  to  dumb  animals,  except  one  who 
is  ignorant,  and  cannot  discern  between  the  light  of  good  and  the  darkness  of 
evil,  and  the  advantage  of  gain  and  disadvantage  of  loss :  and  who,  swayed  by 
his  fatuity,. wanders  in  the  wilderness  of  error,  careless  of  the  consequences  of 
his  actions ;  and  the  visual  faculty  of  whose  eyes  falls  short  of  the  termination 
of  his  deeds,  wherefore  he  is  not  indued  with  sight  to  behold  the  nature  of 
retribution.  He,  however,  the  eye  of  whose  thought^  is  illuminated  by 
the  jeweled  coUyrium  of  the  eternal  guidance,  and  the  flower-garden  of 
whose  heart  is  perfumed  with  the  odors  of  the  herbs  of  the  everlasting 
favor,  will  never  suffer  himself  to  act  towards  a  feUow-creature,  in  a  way 
ho  should  not  himself  approve  if  done  to  him. 

HEMISTICH. 

Allow  not  that  to  others,  which  thyself  wonldst  disallow. 

And  thou  must  know  that  every  action  has  its  appointed  recompense,  which 
will  assuredly  reach  the  doers ;  and  they  must  not  be  elated  by  any  delay 
that  may  intervene,  for  in  accordance  with  the  saying,  '  Assuredly  God  granU 


*  Sar,  lit.,  *  head,'  which,  indeed,  may  be  the  meaning  here. 
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delay,  hut  does  not  overlook,*  there  may  be  a  respite  but  not  an  entire 
overlooking  :  there  is  time  allotted  for  two  or  three  days'  delay,  but  the  idea 
of  escaping  punishment  and  retribution  is  a  vain  one.  Every  seed  which 
they  sow  in  the  field  of  action,  will,  before  much  time  elapses,  yield  fi^t. 
Whe^fore  every  one  that  desires  good  must  sow  nothing  but  the  seed 
of  good. 

QUATRAIN. 

Dost  wish  no  evil  should  to  thee  occur  ? 

Then,  all  thou  canst,  try  evil  not  to  do. 
Since,  whether  thou  dost  rightly  act  or  err. 

Thy  acts  recoil ; — look  that  thou  dost  not^ue, 

Through  acting  iU,  loss  to  thine  ownself  too. 

And  if  anyone  wishes  by  deceit  and  misrepresentation  to  veil  his  own 
misconduct,  and  to  trick  out  his  hypocrisy  and  artifice  in  the  apparel  of 
righteous  actions,  to  such  an  extent  that  men  may  praise  him,  and  that  the 
mention  of  his  virtues,  pervading  all  districts  and  regions,  should  extend  far 
and  near,  by  these  means  the  result  of  his  blameable  actions  will  never  be 
averted  from  him,  but  the  finiits  of  his  internal  baseness  and  the  impurity  of 
his  mind  will  reach  him.  Just  so,  if  a  husbandman  should  sow — ^for 
example — the  seed  of  colocynth  in  the  ground,  and  having  covered  it 
with  earth,  should  give  out  that  he  had  sown  su^ar-cane  there,  and  all 
persons  should,  believe  that  sugar-cane  would  grow  up  in  that  land,  still 
indubitably  his  crop  would  not  be  changed  by  that  artifice,  and  that  same 
seed  of  colocynth  which  he  sowed,  would  produce  to  view  its  finiit. 

DI8TICHS. 

Hast  thou  done  ill  ?  hope  not  unscathed  to  go : 

Acts  are  the  seed  God's  power  makes  to  grow. 

At  times  a  veil  to  thy  bad  deeds  is  lent, 

God  grants  thee  thus  a  season  to  repent. 

That  he  requites,  we  from  His  word  may  learn ; 

*  If  ye  go  back,  we  also  will  return*  ^ 
And  it  may  be,  that  when  anyone  finds  the  reality  of  the  retributive  system ; 
and  when  the  mystery  of  the  verse,  *And  whoever  shall  have  wrought  good  of  the 
weight  of  an  ant,  shall  behold  the  satne.     And  whoever  shall  have  wrought  evil 
of  the  weight  of  an  ant,  shall  behold  the  same,^  has  penetrated  his  heart,  that  he 


*  Lit.,  *  If  ye  return  to  it,  we  also  will  return  to  it.'  These  words  more  *  in  extenso '  occur 
at  Kur'&n,  ivii.  8  ;  Sale,  p.  210,  1.  14  :  *  Peradventure  your  Lord  will  have  mercy  on  you 
hereafter :  but  if  ye  return  to  transgress  a  third  time,  we  also  will  return  to  chastise  you ; 
and  we  have  appointed  Hell  to  be  the  prison  of  the  unbelievers.'  Sale's  note  is,  *  And  this 
came  accordingly  to  pass ;  for  the  Jews  being  again  so  wicked  as  to  reject  Mohammad, 
and  conspire  against  his  life,  God  delivered  them  into  his  hands ;  and  he  exterminated  the 
tribe  of  Koreidha,  and  slew  the  chiefs  of  that  of  Al  Nadir,  and  obliged  the  rest  of  the 
Jewish  tribes  to  pay  tribute.' 

2  Eur'&n,  xcix.  7  and  8 ;  Sale,  p.  450, 1. 19  : '  On  that  day  men  shall  go  forward  in  distinct 
classes,  that  they  may  behold  their  works.  And  whoever  shall  have  wrought  good  of  the 
weight  of  an  ant,  shall  behold  the  same.  And  whoever  shall  have  wrought  evil  of  the 
weight  of  an  ant,  shall  behold  the  same.' 

2  L  2 
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will  turn  from  his  evil  acts,  and  expressing  his  repentance  of  his  cruel  and 
injurious  conduct,  will  adopt  as  his  path,  the  way  of  clemency  and  kindness. 

HEMISTICH. 

This,  too,  may  happen  by  the  help  of  God. 

And  among  such  discourses  and  similar  narratives,  is  the  story  of  the  fank- 
hreaJdng  Lion  and  the  Archer.'     The  king  asked,  '  How  was  that  ?  ' 


STORY  I. 

The  Br&hman  replied,  '  They  haye  related  that  in  the  country  of  Aleppo, 
there  was  a  jungle  full  of  various  trees  and  containing  gardens  and  streams. 

OOUPUST. 

Bose,  willow,  poplar,  box  and  cypress  made. 
Bough  within  bough  a  thick  o'er-hanging  shade. 

And  in  that  jungle  there  was  a  Lion,*  a  monster,  ready  for  war  and  conflict, 
of  elephantine  hulk,  such  that  Bahrdm  in  the  sky  was  like  a  wild  ass  before 
it,  and  the  celestial  lion,  from  the  awe  of  its  terribleness,  fled  beneath  the 
earth  like  the  energy  infijced  there  by  omnipotence.' 

TERSE. 

When  it  its  tusks  in  furious  anger  showed, 

An  anvil's  self  dissolved  with  fear  and  dread. 
Like  coals  of  fire  ^  its  two  eye-baUs  glowed, 

Its  mouth  a  cave  with  daggers  keen  was  spread. 

It  was  always  busied  in  shedding  blood  and  incessantly  besmeared  its  jaws 
with  the  gore  of  animals.  A  lynx,  who  was  its  attendant,  on  beholding 
things  going  on  after  this  fashion,  felt  alarmed  at  the  consequences  of  this 
cruelty  and  the  fruits  of  this  blood-thirstiness,  and  bethinking  itself  of  the 
commination,  '  Whoever  abets  an  oppressor,  God  will  give  that  oppressor  power 
over  him,*  desired  to  abandon  that  service. 

COUPLET. 

Of  tyrants'  converse  ever  stand  in  fear ! 
Bums  must  be  dreaded  when  the  flame  is  near.* 

Thus  reflecting  he  turned  his  face  toward  the  desert,  on  the  edge  of  which  he 
saw  a  mouse,  which  was  most  busily  employed  in  gnawing  the  root  of  a  tree 


^  I  know  not  the  meaning  of  the  mddah  inserted  here  in  the  editions  after  bud.  It 
cannot  be  ^  female,'  for  at  p.  438, 1.  18  of  the  Persian  text  this  Uon  is  addressed  as  ai  maiiJL 
'Oking!' 

*  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  render  this  passage  intelligibly.  Odo-i  zatnin  would  signify 
literally,  '  the  cow  of  the  earth/  but  it  also  bears  the  meaning  which  I  have  giTcn  to  it  in 
the  translation.    [See  Burh&n-i  K&t'i.J    The  equivoque  must  be  entirely  lost  in  English. 

^  The  kdnitn  is  *  a  chafing-dish,'  or  '  a  fire-place ;'  *  the  place  where  live  coala  are  kept 
for  warming  a  room.' 
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and  in  seveiing  with  its  serrulated  teeth  the  material  of  its  fibres.  Meantime 
the  tree  with  the  tongue  of  its  condition,  was  addressing  it  thus,  *  0  cruel 
tormentor !  why  art  thou  overthrowing  with  the  axe  of  injury,  the 
foundation  of  my  life  ?  and  why  dost  thou  sever  with  the  sword  of  injustice, 
the  strings  of  my  existence,  or  in  other  words,  my  roots,  with  which  I 
imbibe  water  ?  and  thus  exclude  men  from  the  happiness  of  my  shade  and 
the  advantage  of  my  fruit. 

COUPLET. 

Abstain  from  ill,  for  ill  will  ill  requite, 
Badness  is  madness  ^  in  good  people's  sight.' 

The  mouse  paying  no  attention  to  his  complaints,  employed  himself  in  the 
same  cruel  proceeding,  when  suddenly  a  snake  with  open  mouth  came 
out  from  a  lurking-place,  and  making  a  spring  at  the  mouse,  all  at  once 
swallowed  him.'  The  lynx  carried  away  fresh  experience  from  these  circum- 
stances, and  learned  that  the  injurious  person  meets  with  nought  but  injury, 
and  he  who  plants  a  bramble  gathers  not  the  rose  of  his  wish. 

COUPLET. 

Thou  look'st  for  good,  and  yet  dost  evil  do ! 
The  guerdon  of  ill  acts  is  eyil,  too. 

And  at  the  same  time  that  the  snake,  after  finishing  the  deglutition  of  the 
mouse,  coiled  itself  under  the  tree,  a  hedgehog  came  up,  and  seized  the  tail 
of  the  snake  with  its  mouth,  and  pulled  it.  The  snake,  from  excessive 
inquietude  dashed  against  it,  imtil  all  its  body  was  transfixed  with  the  points 
of  its  quills,  and  it  yielded  up  its  life  to  the  ruler  of  hell.  The  lynx  clearly 
beheld  on  the  page  of  certainty  another  writing.  But  when  the  snake  was 
disabled,  the  hedgehog  put  out  its  head,  and  devoured  such  parts  of  the  snake 
as  were  fit  for  its  food,  and  again  drawing  back  its  head  under  the  curtain  of 
concealment,  lay  in  the  shape  of  a  ball  on  the  plain  of  the  desert.  The  lynx 
was  watching  the  state  of  the  hedge-hog,  when  all  of  a  sudden  a  hungry  fox 
came  there,  and  beheld  the  hedgehog,  which  was  a  tit-bit  for  it,  in  that  posture. 
The  fox  knew  that  owing  to  the  sharpness  of  the  !;homs  it  could  not  inhale  the 
perfume  of  the  rose  of  its  desire,  nor  open  the  door  of  its  wish  with  the  key  of 
artifice  and  contrivance.  Ho,  therefore,  threw  the  hedgehog  on  its  back  and 
dropped  some  drops  of  urine  on  its  beUy.  And  the  hedgehog,  under  the  idea 
that  it  was  raining,  drew  its  head  from  out  of  the  curtain  of  concealment.  Then 
the  fox  leapt  up  and  seized  his  neck,  and  having  bitten  off  its  head,  greedily 
devouredthe  rest  of  its  body,  so  that  the  skin  alone  was  left.  The  repast  was 
not  quite  done  when  a  bounding  dog  came  from  a  comer  like  a  ravenous  wolf, 
and  tore  the  fox  to  pieces,  and  having  appeased  its  canine  appetite  with  a  part 
of  it,  went  to  sleep  in  a  retired  spot.     The  lynx  was  observing  these  marvels. 


*  Lit.,  *  ferine  brutishncss.'     I  have,  however,  translated  as  I  have,  in  order  to  preserve 
in  Jinglish  the  jingle  on  the  words  badi,  *  batlness,*  and  dadij  *  hrutishness.* 
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each  of  which  was  a  clear  proof  of  the  certainty  of  retributioiiy  and  was  in 
expectancy  as  to  what  was  next  to  come  from  the  secret  chamber  of  fate  into 
the  expanse  of  the  plain  of  destiny,  when  suddenly  it  beheld  a  leopard,  which 
rushed  out  from  the  comer  of  the  desert,  and  before  the  dog  was  aware,  tore 
its  heart  from  its  breast  with  his  life-lacerating  teeth.  It  happened  that  the 
leopard  had  sprung  out  without  observing  the  ambush  of  a  hunter,  who  was 
sitting  close  by  with  an  arrow  fitted  to  his  bow.  When  he  saw  the  leopard 
busy  with  the  dog  he  discharged  a  heart-piercing  shaft  at  it,  which  entered 
its  right  side  and  came  out  at  the  left. 

COUPLET. 

Heayen  praised  the  adroitness  of  that  hand  and  aim, 
And  earth  approval  murnmred  of  the  same. 

The  leopard  was  as  yet  scarce  faUen  to  the  ground  when  the  hunter 
nimbly  stripped  off  its  skin  from  its  head.  Just  then  a  horseman  came  up 
there,  and  took  a  fancy  to  that  leopard's  skin,  which  was  very  beautifully 
spotted  and  colored.  The  hunter,  however,  being  loath  to  part  with  it,  their 
proceedings  ended  in  a  quarrel  and  deadly  strife,  and  in  the  midst  of  their 
contest  the  horseman  drew  a  finely-tempered  sword,  and  rode  at  the  hunter, 
and  before  the  latter  could  shake  himself  free,  the  horseman  made  his  head 
roll  on  the  plain,  and  snatching  up  the  leopard's  skin,  set  off  on  his  road.  He 
had  as  yet  not  gone  a  hundred  paces,  when  his  horse  fell  on  its  head,  and  the 
rider,  being  hurled  to  the  ground,  broke  his  neck. 

HEMISTICH. 

Fate  did  not  him  two  instants'  pause  allow. 
These  experiences  augmented  the  conviction  of  the  lynx,  and  coming  to 
the  Lion,  he  demanded  permission  to  quit  that  jungle.  The  Lion  replied, 
'  Thou  reposest  under  the  shade  of  my  good  fortune,  and  hast  a  share  from  the 
tray  of  my  beneficence,  and  the  table  of  my  generosity.  What  may  be  the 
cause  of  thy  departure  from  this  station,  and  of  thy  abandonment  of  my 
service  ? '  The  lynx  answered,  *  0  King !  an  idea  has  exhibited  itself  to  me, 
and  a  thought  has  raised  its  head  from  the  environs  of  my  heart,  which  if  I 
conceal,  I  fear  I  shall  melt ;  and  if  I  tell,  I  am  in  terror  lest  I  should  lose  my 
life. 

COUPLET, 

What  my  heart  feels  'tis  hard  from  thee  to  veil, 
From  fear  of  God  more  hard  to  tell  my  tale. 

But  if  your  royal  highness  will  pledge  me  your  faith  in  a  manner  which 
it  will  be  quite  inadmissible  to  break,  I  will  truthfully  state  how  the  case 
stands.'  The  Lion  assured  him  of  his  safety,  and  pledged  himself  accord- 
ingly, and  confirmed  his  promise  by  oaths.  Then  the  lynx  said,  *  I  observe 
that  the  incliDations  of  the  king  are  restricted  to  the  injury  of  God's  creatures, 
and  the  reins  of  his  power  are  turned  to  the  annoyance  of  the  innocent. 
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Hearts  are  wounded  by  the  claw  of  his  tyranny,  and  breasts  lacerated  by  the 
Bcar  of  the  sufferings  he  inflicts. 

OOUPLBT. 

Go !  dread  remorse  and  leave  thy  cruel  way, 
And  fear  the  terrors  of  the  judgment-day. 

And  I  am  much  alarmed  at  this  state  of  things,  and  am  aghast  at  these 
circumstances/  As  the  Lion  had  that  very  moment  given  his  promise,  he 
put  up  with  this  hard  language,  and  said,  '  Since  no  wrong  is  done  to  thee, 
and  my  tyranny  does  not  reach  thee,  of  what  use  is  it  to  withdraw  ?  *  The 
lynx  replied,  *  The  first  of  two  reasons  is,  that  no  generous-minded  person 
can  endure  to  see  oppression,  nor  can  bear  to  hear  the  groans  of  the  victims. 

TEBSE. 

Thy  being  does  all  living  things  distress, 

And  their  afflictions  truly  please  me  not. 
I  am  half  sallow  at  my  helplessness, 

And  this  my  grief  is  caused  by  their  sad  lot. 

The  second  reason  is,  my  fear  lest  the  baneful  results  of  these  actions 
should  reach  thee,  and  I  too,  owing  to  my  association  with  thee,  should  be 
consumed  in  the  fire  of  punishment. 

HEMISTICH. 

The  fire  once  kindled  bums  both  moist  and  dry.' 

The  Lion  said,  'How  hast  thou  learned  the  disastrous  result  of  evil 
actions  ?  and  by  whom  hast  thou  been  taught  the  happy  consequences  of 
acting  well  ? '  The  lynx  replied,  '  All  whose  nostrils  have  inhaled  the 
fragrance  of  the  fiower-garden  of  understanding  know  that  whoever  sows 
the  seed  of  injury  will  reap  nought  save  the  harvest  of  detriment,  and  he 
who  plants  the  young  tree  of  benefit  will  gather  only  the  fruit  of  tranquillity. 
They  have  compared  the  world,  which  is  the  place  of  retribution,  to  a 
mountain,  bevcause  whatever  thou  sayest,  good  or  bad,  thou  hearest,  by  way 
of  echo,  the  response  of  the  same. 

DI8TICH8. 

This  world  a  Mil  is,  and  our  acts  a  shout, 

And  back  the  hiU  to  us  the  echo  spurns. 
Though  long  the  shadow  that  a  wall  throws  out,' 

That  shadow  dwindling  to  the  wall  returns. 

And  I  have  this  day  beheld  with  the  eye  of  certainty  the  realities  of  retri- 
bution, and  have  seen  with  my  own  sight  the  nature  of  recompense.'  He 
then  began  and  recounted,  in  the  manner  he  had  observed  it,  the  story  of  the 
mouse  and  the  snake,  and  the  hedgehog  and  fox,  and  the  dog  and  leopard, 
and  the  hunter  and  the  horseman.  He  then  added,  by  way  of  admonition, 
*  0  king !  the  mouse  that  gnawed  the  root  of  the  tree  became  the  food  of  the 


*  As  the  shadow,  though  long,  comes  back  to  its  original  source,  the  wall;  so  our  cruelties, 
though  it  may  be  after  a  long  intcr^'al,  recoil  on  ourselves. 
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snake ;  and  the  snake  that  injured  him  was  overtaken  with  the  cahunity  of 
the  hedgehog ;  and  the  hedgehog  that  killed  the  snake  fell  into  the  snare  of 
the  artifice  of  the  fox ;  and  the  fox,  which  spilled  the  blood  of  an  animaJ, 
was  destroyed  by  the  hungry  dog ;  and  the  dog,  on  account  of  this  injustice, 
was  crushed  under  the  paw  of  the  leopard ;  and  the  leopard,  through  the 
disastrous  influence  of  its  own  cruelty  and  injuriousness,  was  made  a  target 
for  the  shaft  of  fate ;  and  the  hunter,  owing  to  his  unprovoked  attack  and 
mercilessness,  lost  his  life ;  and  the  horseman,  through  his  pitiless  shedding 
of  innocent  blood,  was  left  with  his  heart  crushed  and  neck  broken.  Thus 
the  actions  of  each,  since  they  were  based  on  injury  to  others,  proved,  by 
way  of  retaliation,  injurious  to  himself.  Wherefore  it  is  incumbent  on 
persons  of  understanding  to  abandon  evil,  and  to  keep  aloof  from  the  eviUy 
disposed ;  and  it  is  a  sacred  and  necessary  duty  for  the  wise  to  reduce  their 
own  conduct  to  rectitude,  and  let  their  disposition  be  towards  good  actions. 

OOUPLBT. 

'Tis  the  first  sign  of  Wisdom's  oooTBe  begun. 
Through  every  circling  year  ill  acts  to  shun.' 

The  Lion  was  so  infatuated  with  the  pride  of  his  own  strength,  and  so 
intoxicated  with  the  arrogance  engendered  by  his  own  might  and  prowess, 
that  he  looked  upon  the  words  of  the  lynx  as  mere  idle  tales,  and  regarded 
his  admonitions  as  a  jest ;  and  the  more  he  talked  in  this  fashion  the  higher 
rose  the  flame  of  the  Lion's  cupidity  and  greediness. 

COUPLET. 

Thou,  who  dost  preach  to  mo  'gainst  loye,  waste  not 
Thy  words— they  do  but  make  my  flame  more  hot. 

The  l3^nx  saw  that  his  advice  had  the  same  eflfect  on  the  heart  of  the 
Lion  that  the  foot  of  a  little  ant  has  on  a  rock,  or  on  steel ;  and  that  his 
warnings  exercised  no  more  influence  on  the  breast  [of  that  savage]  than  the 
point  of  the  lance  of  a  thorn  on  the  cuirass  of  a  hard  stone. 

HEMISTICH. 

Aye  !  when  will  thorn-points  pierce  through  solid  stone  ?  ^ 

He  therefore  quitted  the  Lion  and  went  out  into  a  retired  place.  The 
Lion,  incensed  by  what  had  occurred  with  the  lynx,  followed  close  upon  him, 
but  the  lynx  concealed  himself  in  a  thicket  of  thorns.  The  Lion  passed  by 
him  and  beheld  two  fawns  feeding  in  the  plain  of  that  desert,  while  their 
fond  mother  was,  guardian-like,  watching  their  movements.  The  Lion 
attempted  to  seize  them,  and  the  deer  called  out,  *  0  king !  what  wilt  thou 
gain  by  making  prey  of  these  two  little  ones  ?  or  what  will  it  advantage  thee 


'  The  equivoque  is  lost  in  Eiigb'sh.     In  the  original,  khdr^  '  a  thorn,'  cannot,  it  is  said, 
pierce  Phfird^  '  a  hard  stone.'  ~ 
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to  devour  them  ?  Cause  not  my  eyes  to  weep  at  separatioii  from  those  who 
are  the  solace  of  my  sight,  and  broil  not  my  heart  with  the  fire  of  parting 
from  those  who  are  pieces  of  my  liver.  Thou  too,  in  fine,  hast  children. 
Think  of  them!  lest  the  same  befall  them  that  befalls  mine. 

HEMISTICH. 

Do  that  to  me  thou  wouldst  wish  for  thyself.' 

It  happened  that  the  Lion  had  two  young  ones,  the  sight  of  which  made 
the  world  bright  to  him,  and  he  wished  for  the  power  of  vision  simply  to 
gaze  on  their  forms.  At  the  very  time  that  he  was  about  to  pounce  on  the 
fawns,  a  hunter,  too,  was  employed  in  that  jungle  in  capturing  the  lion- 
whelps.  Here  the  Lion,  giving  no  heed  to  the  lamentations  of  the  doe, 
killed  her  fawns,  and  then  the  hunter  slew  both  the  lion-whelps  and  flayed 
them. 

OOUPLET. 

Of  thine  own  children,  sure  thou  art  the  foe.        On  others'  children  who  inflictest  woe. 

The  doe,  flying  from  the  presence  of  the  Lion,  and  suffering  the  pangs  of 
separation  from  her  own  beloved  ones,  was  running  in  various  directions 
distractedly.  All  at  once  the  lynx  came  up  to  her,  and  asked  what  had 
befallen  her  ?  and,  when  he  had  learned  what  had  happened  to  her,  his  heart 
was  consumed  at  her  distress,  and  he  began  to  lament  with  her. 

COUPLET. 

*  Whene'er  my  heart  for  my  lore's  suffering  weeps, 
Wallfl  groan,  and  every  door  the  cry  repeats.' 

After  outcries,  and  wailing,  and  sighs,  and  weeping,  and  lamentation 
without  end,  the  lynx  consoled  her,  and  said,  '  Grieve  not !  in  a  short  time 
he  will  meet  with  his  punishment  and  the  requital  due. 

0OX7PLET. 

The  taper  did  the  moth  consume,  'tis  true ; 
Burned  in  its  wax  it  soon  will  perish  too.' 

However,  in  the  other  direction,  the  Lion  returned  to  his  jungle  and  saw 
his  young  ones  stretched  in  that  manner  upon  the  ground.  Hereupon  he 
raised  his  outcries  and  roarings  to  the  sky,  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

*  Anguish  has  reached  my  bosom,  for  the  solace  of  my  life  is  sped ; 
Alas !  my  state  has  come  to  this  that  hope  and  patience'  self  are  fled.' 

The  Lion  raised  so  huge  an  uproar,  and  commencing  a  piteous  outcry, 
lamented  in  such  wise  that  the  wild  animals  of  that  wilderness  wept  at  his 
bcmoanings,  and  he  expressed  his  distress  in  such  a  fashion  that  the  birds  of 
the  air,  from  sympathy  with  his  sufferings,  lamented  also. 

COUPLET. 

Blood,  like  a  torrent,  flows  from  my  moist  eyes, 
Why  speak  of  friends,  e'en  foes  must  sympathize. 
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In  the  neighborhood  of  the  Lion  lived  a  jackal  who  had  shaken  his  skirt 
free  from  worldly  associations,  and  who  perused,  from  the  page  of  resignation 
and  reliance  on  God,  the  subtle  sa3ring,  '  Whoever  u  catUefUed,  is  /u//.' 

COUPLET. 

In  Resignation's  plain  he  mounted  went,      And  in  the  waste  of  Trust  he  pitched  his  tent 

He  came  to  the  Lion  to  condole  with  him,  and  said,  '  What  is  the  cause 
of  all  this  lamentation  and  groaning?'  The  Lion  stated  the  facts.  The 
jackal  said,  *  Practice  patience,  and  take  to  thyself  fortitude,  for  never  did  any 
nostril  inhale  frt)m  the  flower-garden  of  the  world  the  perfume  of  constancy. 
Kor  did  any  palate  ever  taste  from  the  hand  of  the  cup-bearer  Time  the  wine 
of  happiness  without  the  smack  of  suffering.^ 

QUATRAIN. 

To  look  for  fortune's  constancy  is  vain  ; 

Nor  hope  Time's  circling  course  repose  will  bring. 
There  is  no  better  medicine  for  the  pain 

Of  wounded  hearts  than  to  endure  the  sting. 

Compose  thy  heart  for  a  time  and  open  the  ear  of  attention  while  I  read  to 
thee  two  or  three  maxims  from  the  volume  of  wisdom,  and  point  out  to  thee 
the  true  state  of  the  transactions  of  this  perfidious  world.'  The  sea  of  the 
Lion's  mind  was  calmed  from  its  tumultuous  state,  and  he  listened  heedfnlly 
to  the  admonitions  and  counsels  of  the  jackal  with  the  ear  of  acquiescence. 
When  the  latter  saw  that  the  Lion  was  disposed  to  hearken  to  his  words,  he 
began  a  captivating  harangue,  and  said,  '  0  king !  there  is  an  ending 
appointed  to  every  beginning,  and  there  is  a  predestined  conclusion  to  the 
commencement  of  every  affair.  Whenever  the  period  of  life  is  finislied  and 
the  time  of  fated  extinction  has  arrived,  a  moment's  respite  is  impossible, 
[as  it  is  said].  Therefore  when  their  term  is  expired,  they  shall  not  have  respite 
for  an  hour,  neither  shall  they  be  anticipated.^ '  And  we  may  expect  joy  to 
follow  on  the  traces  of  every  grief,  and  after  all  mirth  we  must  anticipate 
lamentation. 

COUPLET. 

Like  the  breeze  for  years  I  wandered  life's  enchanting  gardens  round, 
Wheresoever  I  found  a  flower,  there  I  always  thoms  too  found. 

In  all  situations  one  ought  to  acquiesce  in  the  divine  decree,  and  lay  aside 
complaints  which  are  altogether  unavailing. 

COUPLET. 

Kesign  thy  life !  fate's  aim  is  such,  that  it 
Not  by  one  hair's  point  fails  the  mark  to  hit.' 


*  Lit,  *  wounding.' 

a  Kur'fen,  Fl.  rii.  32;  Mar.  35;  Sale,  p.  110,  1.  22:  *Uuto  every  nation  there  is  a 
prefixed  term :  therefore,  when  their  term  is  expired,  they  shall  not  have  respite  for  an 
hour,  neither  shall  they  be  anticipated.  The  same  expression  occurs  also  at  cnap.  x.  50 ; 
xvi,  63.  ' 
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§ 

The  Lion  said,  '  Whence  has  this  calamity  reached  my  young  ones  ? ' 
The  jackal  replied,  *  This,  too,  has  reached  thee  from  thyself,  for  thou  hast 
inflicted  on  others  twice  as  much  as  the  Archer  of  destiny  has  inflicted  on 
thee.  And  this  is  the  requital  of  thy  own  deeds  which  has  reached  thee, 
[for  it  is  said],  '  Ai  thou  judg est ^  thou  shdlt  he  jitdged,^  And  thy  case  is  very 
like  that  of  the  Seller  of  Wood,  who  said,  *  Whence  did  this  fire  fall  among 
my  wood  ? '     The  Lion  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 


STORY  11} 

The  jackal  said,  '  They  have  related  that  in  former  times  there  was  an 
oppressor  who  used  to  buy  the  wood  of  poor  people,  by  violence  and  injustice, 
and  having  made  a  great  difference  in  the  price,  used  to  give  for  it  less  than 
it  was  worth,  and  forcing  it  in  winter  on  rich  men,  would  take  from  them 
double  its  value.  Thus  both  the  poor  were  driven  to  despair  at  his  cruelty, 
and  the  rich,  too,  were  bewailing  his  tyranny. 

OOUPLKT. 

The  bosom  of  the  poor  by  him  was  burned, 
The  hovel  of  the  wretched  oyertumed. 

One  day  he  took  by  force  the  fire- wood  of  a  poor  man,  and  gave  half  the 
price  to  that  destitute  wretch.  The  darvesh  raised  to  heaven  the  hand  of 
supplication,  and  turned  the  face  of  prayer  towards  the  point  of  adoration 
of  the  humble  and  submissive. 

OOXIPLBT. 

Think  not  safe  thyself^  0  tyrant !  from  the  curses  of  the  poor ; 
For  the  prayer  of  midnight  weepers  is  a  fount  whose  drops  are  gore. 

At  this  time  a  devout  person  came  by,  and  having  heard  how  matters  stood, 
loosed  the  tongue  of  reproach  against  that  tyrant,  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

'  Fear  the  poor  man's  arrowy  shower  in  the  ambuscade  of  night, 

For  his  shaft's  point  wounds  the  sharper  the  more  wretched  is  his  plight. 

Act  not  thus  towards  the  helpless,  who  have  no  protection  save  the  court  of 
the  divine  king ;  and  indulge  not  in  cruelty  towards  the  afflicted,  who  rain 
down  tears  all  night,  like  a  taper  from  burning  of  the  heart.  Do  not  lay 
waste  with  the  wrongs  of  injustice,  the  mansion  of  the  breast  of  the  poor, 
and  pour  not  into  the  goblet  of  vengeance,  in  the  place  of  ruby  wine,  the 
heart* s-blood  of  the  bereaved. 


*  This  story  is  related,  in  somrwhat  different  langunge,  in  the  *  Gulistim,'  chap,  i.,  story 
26.     See  page  81  of  ray  translation. 
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HBMI6TICH. 

Quaff  not  this  cup,  lest  pain  come  with  the  morn.' 

That  proud  oppressor  was  offended  at  the  words  of  the  pious  man,  and 
frowning  insolently  and  with  fatuous  displeasure,  said, 

COUPLSI. 

*  Go  thy  way,  old  man ;  henceforward  cease  this  irksome  Tain  tirade, 
Ten  score  stacks  e*en^  of  this  nonsense  with  one  grain  were  dearly  paid/ 

The  darvesh  turned  his  face  away  from  him  and  hastened  to  the  retirement 
of  his  own  privacy.  It  happened  that  that  very  night  the  tyrant's  stack  of  wood 
caught  fire,  and  extending  thence  to  his  house  and  residence,  burnt  clean  up ' 
all  the  property  he  possessed,  and  deposited  that  tyrannical  person  from  his 
soft  bed  in  warm  ashes.  It  came  to  pass,  in  the  morning,  the  same  pious 
man  who  had  rebuked  him  the  day  before,  came  to  that  quarter ;  there  he 
beheld  the  tyrant,  who  was  saying  to  his  friends,  *  I  know  not  whence  this 
fire  caught  my  house  ? '  The  devout  personage  replied,  '  From  the  smoke  of 
the  hearts  of  the  poor,  and  the  burning  of  the  bosoms  of  the  afflicted. 

COUPLET. 

'  Beware  of  the  sigh  of  the  wounded  heart. 
For  the  secret  sore  you'll  too  late  discern.'  ^ 

The  tyrant  hung  down  his  head,  and  said  to  himself,  '  One  ought  not  to 
transgress  justice.  The  seed  of  oppression  that  I  have  sown  will  yield  no 
better  fruit  than  this. 

COUPLET. 

Our  seed  has  ever  been  the  seed  of  wrong ; 
Behold  the  fruits  that  to  such  seed  helong ! ' 

And  I  have  cited  this  story,  in  order  that  thou  mayest  know  what  has 
befallen  thy  sons,  is  in  requital  of  what  thou  hast  done  to  the  children  of 
others;  and  they  have  all  used  the  same  complaint  and  lamentation  that 
thou  hast  used;  and,  again,  all  have  been  compelled  to  be  patient. 
Wherefore,  as  others  have  patiently  endured  the  pain  thou  hast  infiicted, 
do  thou  also  be  patient  under  the  wrongs  that  others  have  wreaked  on 
thee.'  The  Lion  replied,  'Impress  these  words  on  my  mind,  by  cor- 
roborating them  with  arguments  and  proofs.'  The  jackal  answered,  *  How 
old  art  thou  ? '     The  Lion  replied,    *  Forty  years.'     The  jackal  rejoined, 

*  During  this  long  interval,  of  what  has  thy  food  been  ? '     The  Lion  replied, 

*  Of  the  flesh  of  animals  and  men  of  which  I  made  prey.'      *  Then,'  said 
the  jackal,  'had  the  animals   on  whose   flesh    thou  hast    fed    thus  long 


*  The  khirman  signifies  *  hanrest,'  and  also  *  corn  piled  up  in  a  large  circular  stack.' 

^  An  exact  trauslation  of  the  original  pdk  bi-sitlcht. 

^  These  lines  occur  in  the  *  Gulist&n '  in  the  place  quoted  above,  but  the  two  lines  that 
rhyme  to  them  are  here  omitted. 
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Beither  father  nor  mother  ?  and  did  not  their  kinsfolk  express  in  waUings 
and  lamentations  their  regret  for  separation  from  these  thy  victims,  and 
their  distress  at  losing  them?  K  on  that  day  thou  hadst  seen  the  con- 
clusion of  this  affair,  and  hadst  shunned  to  spiLl  blood,  this  event  would 
not  now  have  occurred,  and  such  an  adventure  would  never  have  taken  place. 

DISTICHS. 

Thou !  who  didst  ne'er  to  others  pardon  grant, 

When  wilt  thou  solace  for  thine  own  self  find  ? 
And,  say !  while  aU  in  terror  of  thee  pant, 

Who  will  spread  ointment  on  thy  wounded  mind  ? 

And  shouldest  thou  persevere  in  this  line  of  conduct,  and  adhere  to  the 
same  sanguinary  and  cruel  course,  be  prepared!  for  thou  wilt  experience 
many  such  things ;  and  so  long  as  people  are  afraid  of  thee  thou  wilt  not 
inhale  the  perfume  of  security  and  peace.  Deck  thy  character  with  kindness 
and  clemency,  and  make  no  approaches  to  the  harming  other  animals,  and 
the  molestation  of  this  one  or  that.  For  he  that  molests  others,  never 
sees  the  face  of  happiness,  and  the  injurious  person  never  arrives  at  his 
object  and  wish. 

HEMISTICH. 

None,  from  this  bow,  e'er  struck  the  butt  with  their  desire's  shaft.' 

When  the  Lion  heard  these  words,  and  the  real  state  of  the  case  was 
revealed  to  him,  he  perceived,  that  the  result  of  an  action  based  on  harm 
to  others,  can  be  nought  but  disappointment  and  disaster.  He  then 
reflected,  '  Life's  spring,  for  such  is  the  season  of  youth,  has  been  exchanged 
for  the  autumn  of  old  age  and  debility ;  and  every  moment  I  must  expect 
to  tread  the  path  of  annihilation,  and  undertake  a  long  and  far  journey. 
There  is  nothing  better  for  me  to  do  than  to  prepare  the  provisions  for 
the  road  to  that  place,  whither  all  must  return ;  and  than  that,  forsaking 
injuriousness  and  oppression,  I  content  myself  with  scant  food,  and  feeling 
no  solicitude  as  to  more  or  less,  abandon  aU  care  of  the  having  or  not 
having.' 

STANZA. 

Be  glad !  nor  grieye  thy  bosom  here  with  thoughts  of  *  is,'  *  or,'  *  is  not,' 

For  '  is  not,'  is  the  source  of  aU  that  is  to  us  accruing. 
Since  from  this  two-doored  inn  to  moye  man  finds  it  must  be  his  lot, 

What  need  we  care,  if  life's  support^  should  stand  or  fall  in  ruin  ?' 

He  then  desisted  from  eating  blood  and  flesh,  and  satisfying  himself 
with  fruits,  took  the  path  of  contentment.  When  the  jackal  saw  that  the 
Lion  had  commenced  eating  fruits,  and  that  if  he  persevered  therein,  an 


^  Lit.,  of  *is,'  and  'is  not.' 

'  Lit.,  *  portico  and  dome  of  subsistence.'     So,  at  least,  I  would  translate  the  words 
riwdk  va  td%»i  nCaithat,     I  may  add  that  the  lines  are  very  pretty  in  the  original. 
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amount  of  food,  which  would  suffice  a  jackal  for  a  year,  would  be  con- 
sumed in  ten  days,  he  was  vexed,  and  came  to  the  Lion  again  and  said 
•  How  is  the  king  employed  ? '  The  Lion  replied,  '  I  have  abandoned 
the  world,  and  have  girt  up  my  loins  to  spiritual  conflicts  and  abstinence. 

COUPLBT. 

Since  from  this  world's  azure  ocean  pleasant  water  none  can  drink, 
Sated  ynth  its  false  >  emotions  from  its  margin  back  I  shrink.' 

The  jackal  replied,  '  The  case  is  not  as  the  king  is  pleased  to  say ;  nay, 
the  injury  which  he  inflicts  on  others,  is  even  greater  now  than  before.' 
The  Lion  responded,  'From  what  cause  is  any  one  now  injured  by  me? 
I  neither  stain  my  mouth  with  blood,  nor  do  I  spread  out  my  claws  to 
harm  any  one. 

COUPLET. 

Did  they  me  piece-meal  with  wrong's  dagger  tear, 
None  should  from  me  the  marks  of  vengeance  bear.' 

The  jackal  replied,  *  Thou  hast  withdrawn  thy  hand  firom  thy  own 
natural  food,  and  eatest  of  the  allotted  portion  of  other  animals,  to  which 
thou  hast  no  right;  and  the  fruits  of  this  jungle  will  not  suffice  for  thy 
maintenance  for  ten  days.  Thus,  those  whose  subsistence  is  dependent  on 
these  fruits  will  quickly  perish,  and  the  curse  of  this  will  hang  round  thy 
neck,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  punishment  of  it  will  reach  thee  even  in 
this  world,  and  I  fear  lest  thy  condition  should  be  like  that  of  the  Hog  that 
violently  seized  the  monkey's  fruits.'  The  Lion  said,  'Explain,  how  was 
that?' 

STORY   III. 

The  jackal  said,  *  They  have  related  that  once  upon  a  time  the  aid  of 
divine  grace  was  extended  to  a  monkey,  and,  withdrawing  from  those  of  his 
own  race,  he  took  up  his  abode  in  a  retired  spot  in  a  certain  wilderness. 
Now,  therein  were  some  fig-trees ;  and  the  monkey  bethought  himself,  '  An 
animal  cannot  dispense  with  food,  and  in  this  jungle  the  only  eatable  thing 
is  figs.  If  I  devour  all  the  figs  while  they  are  fresh,  I  must  pass  the  winter 
without  supplies.  I  cannot  do  better  than  each  day  shake  down  the  figs  of 
one  tree,  and  after  eating  as  much  thereof  as  will  support  Hfe,  dry  the 
remainder,  that  both  the  summer  may  pass  comfortably,  and  that  during 
the  winter,  too,  I  may  be  well  off. 

OOUPLBT. 

One  must  in  summer  toil  for  household  stuff, 
If  in  the  winter  he  would  have  enough/ 


1  Here  a^ain  is  an  untranslateable  equivoque :  db  khwurd  has  two  meanings,  '  draught  of 
water/  and  'halting-place.' 
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Accordingly  he  Enished  several  trees,  and  having  eaten  a  little  of  their 
fruity  he  stored  up  the  remainder.  One  day,  having  climbed  up  one  of  the 
fig-trees,  he,  as  usual,  was  eating  some  of  the  fruit  and  gathering  some  to 
dry,  when  all  of  a  sudden  a  Hog  springing  away  from  a  hunter  rushed  into 
that  jungle.  Whenever  it  came  to  a  tree  it  found  no  frnit  on  it,  till  it 
came  to  the  foot  of  that  up  which  the  monkey  was,  gathering  the  figs. 
When  the  monkey's  eyes  lighted  on  the  Hog  his  heart  was  pained,  and  he 
said, 

COUPLET. 

*  This  unexpected  woe  from  whence  befell  ? 

From  this  unlooked  for  curse — God !  keep  me  well.' 

When  the  Hog  saw  the  monkey  he  called  out  '  Bravo ! '  and  having 
uttered  the  usual  benedictory  expressions,  said,  *  Dost  thou  wish  for  a  guest?' 
The  monkey,  too,  deceitfully  returned  a  hypocritical  answer,  and  said, 

COUPLBT. 

'  A  graceful  cypress  to  the  garden  of  my  hope  has  hither  come, 
And  providence  has  sent  a  guest  to  glad  my  poor  and  humble  home. 

May  the  arrival  of  thy  auspicious  footstep  be  blessed  and  fortunate  !  If 
thou  hadst  previously  favored  me  with  a  message  informing  me  of  thy  high 
advent,  assuredly  the  conditions  of  hospitality  should  have  been  fulfilled  in  a 
manner  suitable  to  my  circmnstances.  At  present  the  shame  that  I  feel  is 
owing  to  the  want  of  the  means  of  entertainment. 

HEMISTICH. 

A  poor  man  's  troubled  by  an  unexpected  guest.' 

The  Hog  replied,  *  We  are  just  off  our  journey,  and  could  most  eagerly 
partake  of  whatever  thou  hast  at  hand. 

HEMISTICH. 

Cease  these  excuses — ^what  thou  hast  produce.* 

The  Monkey  shook  the  fig-tree,  and  the  Hog  kept  on  eating  with  the 
utmost  avidity,  till  not  a  thing  was  left  on  the  tree  and  on  the  ground.  He 
then  turned  to  the  Monkey,  and  said,  *  0  gracious  host !  the  fire  of  my  hunger 
is  still  burning  fiercely,  and  my  greedy  mind  is  still  in  distress  to  obtain 
food.  Shake  another  tree,  and  bind  me  to  thee  as  thy  debtor.'  The  Monkey 
willing  or  not  shook  another  tree,  and  in  a  very  short  time  not  a  trace  of  the 
fruit  of  that  tree  too  was  left.  The  Hog  pointed  to  another  tree.  The  Monkey 
said,  '  Dear  guest !  exceed  not  the  bounds  of  generous  sentiment !  that  which 
I  have  devoted  to  thee  was  a  month's  provision  for  me,  and  I  cannot  offer  thee 
more. 

HEMISTICH. 

I  can  no  farther  kindness  shew  than  this/ 

Hereupon  the  Hog  grew  angry  and  said,  'This  wilderness  has  been  for  a  long 
time  in  thy  possession,  and  now  it  shall  belong  to  me !'     The  Monkey  replied. 
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'  To  take  away  the  territory  of  another  is  unlucky^  and  the  conclusion  of  an 
oppressive  and  tyrannical  course  is  not  to  be  commended,  but  deprecated. 
Give  up  the  thought  of  acting  intemperately,  and  hold  back  thy  hand  from 
wrong  and  injustice ;  for  oppression  of  the  weak  yields  no  happy  result,  and 
the  molestation  of  the  Mendless  bears  no  good  fruit. 

00T7FLBT. 

Thou  mayst,  by  biting  him,  draw  blood,  'tis  true ; 
But  should  thy  teeth  ache,*  what  then  wilt  thou  do  ? ' 

At  these  words  the  fire  of  the  Hog's  wrath  waxed  hotter,  and  he  said,  '  I 
will  forthwith  bring  thee  down  from  this  tree,  and  pour  into  thy  bosom  what 
thou  deservest/  He  then  ascended  the  tree  to  throw  the  Monkey  down.  He 
had,  however,  hardly  fixed  himself  on  the  first  branch,  when  it  broke,  and 
falling  head  downwards  he  proceeded  to  the  pit  of  heU. 

And  I  have  adduced  this  story,  since  thou  too  usurpest  the  fruit  of  others, 
and  makest  their  allotted  sustenance  thy  food.  When  these  parties  die  of 
hunger,  enmity  to  thee  will  settle  in  the  hearts  of  their  children,  and  being 
ever  employed  in  speaking  ill  of  thee  behind  thy  back,  they  will  not  cease  for 
one  moment  to  curse  thee.  And  if  the  impression  of  thy  tyranny  pervaded 
the  world  before,  so  now  the  rumor  of  thy  pious  abstinence  is  rife  on  all 
tongues.  Yet  in  both  cases  animals  cannot  escape  thy  persecution,  whether 
it  be  in  a  state  of  violence  and  mischief,  or  in  the  array  of  virtue  and 
rectitude.  And  pray  what  devotion  is  this?  that  thou  shouldest  be  as 
busied  as  ever  in  pampering  thy  body,  and  forbear  to  turn  from  sensual  and 
corporeal  gratifications  to  the  securing  inteUectual  and  spiritual  delights. 

COUPLKT. 

Thou  art  the  alaye  of  carnal  joys,  else  were  it  truly  otherwise, 
Is  there  a  pleasure  that  beyond  the  confines  of  possession'  lies } ' 

When  the  Lion  heard  this  discourse,  he  relinquished  his  fruit-diet  also, 
and,  contenting  himself  with  water  and  grass,  increased  his  daily  portions 
of  worship  and  adoration;  and,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  repeated  to 
himself  the  purport  of  these  truth-distinguished  couplets, 

VBRBB. 

0  heart !  this  heart-afflicting  world  now  quit ! 

And  through  the  circling  heaven's  close  gorge  proceed. 
For  wise  men's  notice  this  world  is  unfit ; 
Then  with  calm  fortitude  abandon  it. 


1  The  meaning  of  these  obscure  lines  I  take  to  be  as  follows :  ^  Thou  mAjest  bite  the 
poor  man,  and  thus  ^w  blood  from  his  heart ;  but  if,  by  the  retribution  which  b  sore  to 
follow,  thou  undergoest  the  toothache  of  remorse,  what  wilt  thou  do  then  .>* 

»  Lit.,  *  thy  life.' 
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And  since  the  bowers  of  heaven  may  be  thy  meed, 
Bestir  thyself,  and  from  this  thorn-road  pass ; 
Nor  let  insatiate  longing  to  amass, 

Thee,  like  some  bold  and  fearless  diver,  lead 
To  plunge  into  a  sea  of  griefs ;  throtigh  them 
Were  dearly  purchased,  e'en  a  royal  gem/ 

This  is  the  story  of  a  violent  evil-doer,  holding  the  inhabitants  of  the 
world  in  thraldom  under  his  oppression,  and  regardless  of  the  disastrous 
results;  till  in  the  end  he  becomes  involved  in  the  same  calamity  which 
he  inflicted  on  his  fellow-creatures;  after  which  he  recognises  the  right 
way  and  the  path  of  rectitude.  Similarly,  the  Lion,  until  he  beheld  both 
his  beloved  sons  roasted  on  the  Are  of  regret,  removed  not  his  heart  from 
blood-thirstiness  and  evil  actions.  But  when  he  gained  this  experience, 
he  turned  his  back  on  the  deceitful  world,  and  thought  it  no  longer 
admissible  to  give  heed  to  its  unsubstantial  gauds,  and  was  in  no  wise  led 
to  purchase  the  smiles  of  this  fiEdthless  one. 

0OT7FLST. 

This  writing  on  the  portico  of  Eden's  garden  ^  lies. 

'Woe !  woe  to  him  who  purchases  this  false  world's  coquetries.' 

And  it  behoves  men  of  sense  to  comprehend  well  these  directions,  and 
store  up  these  experiences  for  their  present  condition  and  future  state; 
and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  their  affisdrs  in  this  world  and  that  to  come  on 
the  same  one  maidm,  viz.,  that  whatever  they  would  not  approve  of  for 
themselves  and  their  children  and  their  connections,  they  should  not  suffer  to 
be  done  to  others ;  in  order  that  the  commencements  of  their  undertakingB 
and  the  conclusion  of  their  affairs,  may  be  adorned  with  a  good  name  and 
honorable  celebrity,  and  that  they  may  remain  secure  in  this  world  and  in 
that  to  come  from  the  consequences  of  ill-actions  and  the  baneful  results  of 
oppression. 

TBB8B. 

The  world 's  not  worth  the  raising  one  emotion 

Of  sorrow  in  a  single  heart.    Beware 

HI  acts!  which  wise  men  shun  with  care. 
The  world  is  like  a  deep  and  and  troubled  ocean, 

Peopled  with  monsters  ravening  for  their  prey. 

Who  keep  the  shore,  the  wise,  the  blest  are  they. 


'  I  am  doubtful  whether  I  have  rightly  translated  j'mmaiu  *l  Mdvai, 
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CHAPTER  XI. 
ON  THE  DETRIMENT  OF  SEEKING  MORE,  AND  FAILING  IN  ONE'S  OBJECT. 

nfTEODTTCnON. 

The  world-sabdoing  king  after  hearing  this  agreeable  story,  said,  '  0 
eloquent  and  right-counBelling  sage  !  thou  hast  set  forth  with  clear  proof  and 
perspicuous  reasoning,  the  apologue  of  an  evil-doer  who  without  thought  of 
consequences,  went  to  excess  in  injuring  and  molesting  [others],  and  on  being 
himself  involved  in  similar  calamities,  had  recourse  to  repentance  and 
contrition.  I  now  request  that  thou  wouldest  recount  a  narrative  comprising 
the  import  of  the  eleventh  precept ;  and  that  thou  wouldest  set  forth  the  true 
particulars  of  a  person  aiming  at  something  not  suitable  to  his  condition,  nor 
in  accordance  with  his  circiunstances.'  The  perfect  sage,  in  a  style  which  in 
purity  and  clearness  resembled  the  water  of  life,  and  in  sweetness  and 
richness  was  the  foster-sister  of  the  beverage  of  the  sugar-cane ; 

TBBSS. 

Words  that  in  cleamees  did  ontrie  the  gem, 
So  sweet,  that  sweetness  could  not  rival  them. 
Should  to  the  ear  those  wondrous  accents  come, 
E'en  Plato's  self  they  'd  strike  with  wonder  dumb. 

said,  '  0  king !  asylum  of  the  world ! 

OOUFLBT. 

Thy  step  tread  ever  on  the  skirt  of  hope ! 
Thy  realm,  thy  life  be  boundless  in  their  scope! 

Ancient  sages  have  pronounced,  '  For  every  action  there  are  men^  for  every 
place  its  \_proper^  saying.*  In  the  wardrobe  of  the  invisible  world  they  have 
sewed  on  the  lofty  *  stature  of  every  person  the  garment  of  his  own  actions, 
and  have  carefully  prepared  for  each  in  the  treasury  of  the  Divine  bestowal, 
the  robe  of  his  special  transactions  suitable  to  his  figure.  Each  individual 
has  his  task,  and  every  man  his  actions  that  suit  him. 


^  I  prefer  to  insert,  with  some  MSS.,  bih  before  burhdni,  and  to  read  bi-burhani  rusMany 
rather  than  to  take  burhdni  as  in  apposition  with  matual. 

'  The  adjectiye  wdld,  *■  lofty/  is  most  inaptly  introduced  here,  merely  for  the  sake  of  the 
jingle  with  bdl6,,  *  stature.'  So,  if  we  were  to  attach  any  sense  to  it  in  this  sentence,  we  might 
mier  that  only  tall  men  are  indebted  to  these  inyisible  tailorings,  or  that  all  men  are  tall. 
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VBBfiB. 

They  did  not  make  the  fly,  to  deck 

It  in  the  peacock's  star-hright  pinion. 
Nor  magnified  each  inject  speck, 

With  fabled  'Ank&'s  wide  dominion. 
And  vinegar  in  yain  may  pine 
To  catch  the  luscious  taste  of  wine. 
The  sullen  thorn  stands  dry  and  hare, 
When  win  the  rose  breathe  fragrant  there  ? 

The  cupbearer  of  the  divine  favors  presents  from  the  wine-cellar  of  *  Every 
party  rtjoiceth  in  that  which  they  follow, ^  ^  a  cup  suited  to  the  condition  of 
each,  nor  does  He  exclude  one  single  person  from  the  heverage  of  His  hounty 
or  the  fountain  of  His  grace. 

COUPLET. 

There  is  not  one,  who  does  not  there  his  fit  allotted  portion  find. 
To  one  a  sip,  to  one  a  cup,  to  all  their  rightful  share 's  assigned. 

Wherefore  every  one  ought  to  employ  himself  in  that  profession  which  the 
eternal  Artificer  has  entrusted  to  him,  and  take  steps  to  conduct  that  business 
hy  gradual  progress,  to  the  stage  of  perfection. 

COUPLET. 

A  pack-saddle  maker,'  the  best  of  his  trade, 
Surpasses  a  hatter,  whose  hats  are  ill  made. 

And  whosoever  quits  his  own  employment  and  betakes  himself  to  a  business 
unsuited  to  him,  and  turns  away  from  what  he  has  received  by  hereditary 
descent  or  long  previous  acquisition,  will  undoubtedly  be  overtaken  with 
embarrassment  and  perplexity.  Consequently,  by  the  way  which  he  is  then 
pursuing,  he  will  not  arrive  at  the  wished-for  station,  and  the  return  to  his 
former  road  becomes  impossible.  Thus  he  remains  stupefied  and  aghast 
between  the  two. 

HEMISTICH. 

No  passage  onward — ^no  returning  back. 

Wherefore  it  behoves  a  man  to  plant  his  foot  firmly  in  the  path  of  his 
own  profession,  and  not  to  be  led  by  desire  to  stretch  forth  his  hand  to  every 
branch  of  vain  longing,  and  to  lay  aside  the  quest  of  greater  things,  since  for 
the  most  part  the  final  issue  thereof  is  disappointment ;  and  let  him  not  soon 
or  lightly  surrender  a  thing  whence  he  has  experienced  profit,  and  whose 


^  Eur'&n,  xxiii.  66 ;  Sale,  p.  260,  L  17  :  This  your  religion  is  one  reli^on ;  and  I  am 
your  Lord,  wherefore  fear  me.  But  men  have  rent  the  affair  of  their  religion  into  various 
sects :  every  party  rejoiceth  in  that  which  they  follow.'  The  same  expression  occurs  again 
in  the  Kur'&n  at  Ch.  xzx.  31. 

^  The  point  of  these  lines  is  somewhat  lost  in  English ;  as  with  us  there  is  little  reason 
why  a  hatter  should  claim  precedence  over  a  saddler.  The  Oriental  idea  no  doubt  is,  that 
he  who  makes  gear  for  asses  and  other  beasts,  is  below  him  who  ornaments  the  noblest  part 
of  man,  his  head.  Of  course,  the  word  rendered  '  hatter,'  is  more  properly  *  turban-maKer,' 
or  *  cap-maker.* 

2  M  2 
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fruit  he  has  found  to  be  advantageous,*  so  that  he  may  act  in  accordance  with 
the  import  of  the  high  tradition,  '  Whoever  has  had  a  thing  bestowed  on  him, 
let  him  cling  to  ity  and  may  escape  from  bewilderment  and  distress ;  and  the 
words  of  the  holy  Maulavf,'  who  is  a  mine  of  the  jewels  of  spirituality, 
alludes  to  this  same  circumstance,  in  the  passage  where  he  says, 

COUPLET. 

*■  For  the  fig-vendor,  say,  my  friend ! 
What  better  than  his  figs  to  Tend?' 

And  of  the  stories  that  befit  these  premises,  the  story  of  that  Devotee  who 
spoke  the  Hebrew  tongue  is  one,  and  of  the  versatile  Guest  who  wished  to 
learn  that  language.'    The  king  asked,  '  How  was  that  ?' 


STORY  I. 

The  Brdhman  said,  'They  have  related  that  in  the  land  of  Kinnauj 
(Kanoj)  there  lived  a  man  pious  and  abstemious,  and  continent  and  religious. 
He  was  assiduous  in  satisfying  the  conditions  of  the  daily  duties  of  devotion, 
and  he  performed  with  sincerity  the  customary  ceremonies  of  worship.  The 
clearness  of  his  purity  had  obliterated  the  opacities  of  earthly  connections, 
and  the  transparency  of  his  nature  removed  from  before  the  eyes  of  the 
spiritual  the  curtain  of  the  obscurities  of  terrestrial  concerns.  The  border 
of  his  prayer-carpet  was  the  alighting-place  of  the  manifestations  of  grace, 
and  the  threshold  of  his  closet  was  the  theatre  of  the  exhibitions  of  the 
infallible  world. 

YBB8B. 

His  crown  was  of  the  '  G ' '  of  God's  '  Code'  made, 
The  heart  his  throne,  his  prayers  the  ladder  were. 

His  will  was  in  th'  angelic  world  oheyed, 
The  kingdom  of  God's  Oneness  owned  his  care. 

Devils  he  slew,  angelic  in  his  mind, 

And  when  he  moyed  he  left  dull  earth  behind.  ^ 

He  expended  aU  his  energies  in  restoring  life  to  the  ceremonies  of  the  law, 
and  employed  all  his  zeal  in  fulfilling  the  duties  of  a  righteous  life.  The 
bird  of  love  of  the  world  did  not  find  a  nest  in  the  region  of  his  breast,  and 
the  beams  of  his  regard  from  the  sun  of  his  mind  did  not  fall  nor  shine  on 
this  dark  earth. 


^  The  expression  nat^jah-i  ehixi  is  somewhat  nnnsnal.    I  almost  suspect  the  reading  to 
be  corrupt  here. 

'  A  famous  S(!ift  doctor  and  poet,  who  wrote  in  A.H.  600  =s  1203  A.D.     His  name 
was  Jaldlu  'd-din  Muhammad  ibn  Muhammad  u'1-Balkhl  u'l  Konavi. 

8  Of  the  ^  thin  of  ^j^  ahar'a. 
*  Lit.,  ^  He  placed  his  step  on  the  air.' 


t 
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COUPLET. 

Happy  they,  who  pure  ae  the  sun  have  past ! 

Nor  on  this  world  a  shadow  e'en  have  cast. 
And  notwithstanding^  all  this  piety  and  abstinence^  whatever  was  his  portion 
from  the  treasury  of  *  Unto  God  lelong  the  stores  of  heaven  and  earth,*  *  he 
devoted  to  [the  reception  of]  guests,  and  used  to  bestow  the  provisions  of  his 
own  dinner  and  supper,  through  the  strength  of  his  liberality,  on  deserving 
darveshes. 

COUFLBT. 

O'er  the  ethereal  sky  he  raised  the  stars  of  generousness, 

In  bounty's  sign,  for  great  the  power  that  liberal  g;ift8  possess.' 

One  day  a  traveler  came  to  his  cell  as  guest,  and  the  pious  man,  as  is 
the  custom  of  bountiful  hosts — viz.,  that  their  table  appears  without  the 
vinegar  of  £rowns — advanced  to  meet  him  with  a  fresh  countenance  and 
open  brow,  and  displayed  the  utmost  joy  and  cheerfulness  at  his  visit.  After 
offering  his  salutations,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  repast,  they  spread  the 
carpet  of  conversation.  The  Holy  Man  inquired,  '  Whence  art  thou  come  ? 
and  to  what  country  is  it  thy  intention  to  go  ?'  The  Guest  replied,  '  My 
story  is  a  long  one,  and  it  is  a  narrative  compounded  of  many  points  of  true 
experience  and  subtleties  of  comparison.  But  if  your  illustrious  mind  feels 
disposed  to  hear  it,  some  particulars  may  be  set  forth  by  way  of  summary.' 
The  Devotee  replied,  'Whoever  has  the  ear  of  intelligence  open  will  be 
able  to  derive  some  advantage  from  every  story,  and  may  pass  by  the  bridge 
of  comparison  to  the  road  of  true  wisdom. 

C0T7PLBT. 

From  every  play  we  may  a  hint  obtain, 
From  every  story  some  advantage  gain. 

Do  thou  without  hesitation  recount  thy  history,  and  state  unreservedly 
what  advantages  and  detriment  have  accrued  to  thee  from  this  journey.' 
The  Guest  replied,  '  0  holy  man  of  the  age,  and  incomparable  saint !  know 
that  I  am  originally  from  Europe,  and  I  was  employed  there  as  a  baker. 
I  was  always  heating  the  oven  of  my  bosom  with  the  fire  of  covetousness, 
and  yet,  with  a  thousand  difficulties,  I  obtained  but  a  single  loaf  from  the 
table  of  fortune. 

COUPLET. 

My  kidneys  turned  to  blood,  ere  I  could  win 
My  destined  loaf,  that  lay  fate's  oven  in. 


>  Or,  it  may  be,  *  together  with.' 

2  Eur'ftn,  Ixiii.  7 ;  Sale,  p.  410. 1.  12 :  *  These  are  the  men,  who  say  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Medina,  Do  not  bestow  anything  on  the  refugees  who  are  with  the  apostle  of  God,  that 
th^  nuiv  be  obliged  to  separate  from  him.  Whereas  unto  Grod  belong  the  stores  of  heaven 
ana  eartn  :  but  the  hypocrites  do  not  understand,' 

'  These  untranslateable  lines  are  a  string  of  puns  on  the  words  (fdr,  '  ^ving,'  a»irt 
*  ethereal,*  t^sary  *  effect,'  or  *  power.'  It  is  impossible  to  convey  the  slightest  idea  of  these 
equivoques  in  English. 


534  ANYAB-I   8UHA1LI  ;   OB,   THE   LI6HT8  OF  CANOPUS. 

Now  I  had  a  firiendBhip  with  a  farmer,  and  the  road  of  companionship 
was  incessantly  trodden  hy  us,  and  the  customs  of  amicable  intercourse 
observed.  The  farmer,  out  of  friendly  feeling  and  to  assist  me,  used  to  send 
to  my  shop  the  grain  that  I  required,  and  took  the  money  for  it  as  time 
came  round,  and  when  ^  there  happened  to  be  a  delay  ^  sometimes  in  the 
payment,  he  was  easy  with  me.  One  day  he  took  me  to  an  entertainment 
at  one  of  his  gardens,  and  discharged  all  the  duties  of  a  host,  as  is  customary 
with  liberal  people.  After  we  had  finished  eating  our  meat,  -we  engaged  id 
conversation.  He  inquired,  '  What  amount  of  profit  dost  thou  make  by  thy 
trade  ?  and  what  is  the  extent  of  thy  stock  and  interest  ?'  I  gave  him  some 
slight  inkling  of  my  condition,  and  said,  '  The  stock  in  my  shop  is  twenty 
kharwdrs'  of  wheat,  and  the  profit  I  obtain  thereon  is  just  enough  to  support 
my  wife  and  family,  and  that  may  be  ^  about  ten  or  twelve  kharwars. 

COUPLET. 

Since  I  no  trade  more  gainful  have  than  this, 
This  then  my  craft  and  occnpation  is/ 

The  fanner  exclaimed,  '  Holy  God !  the  profit  of  thy  profession  is  not  of 
that  degree  that  one  could  build  thereon.  I  fancied  that  in  thy  trade  the 
profit  was  great  and  the  income  immense. 

HEMISTICH. 

It  was  a  downright  error,  what  I  thought/ 

I  rejoined,  *  Sir !  what  kind  of  business  is  thine  ?  and  what  are  the  profits 
and  capital  in  it?'  He  replied,  *  In  my  business  the  capital  required  is  small 
and  the  interest  vast.  Save  the  seed  that  we  sow  the  whole  crop  is  clear  gain. 
And  in  this  business  we  are  not  content  with  a  return  of  ten  for  one.'  I 
was  amazed,  and  said,  *  How  can  this  be  ? '  The  farmer  answered,  '  Don't 
be  surprised,  for  there  is  stiU  greater  profit  than  this.  When  a  single  poppy- 
seed,  which  is  the  smallest  of  all  seeds,  takes  root  well  in  the  ground  and 
genninates,  it  sends  up  near  twenty  shoots,^  and  possibly  even  more.  And 
at  the  end  of  every  shoot  is  a  poppy-clump,  so  that  one  cannot  reckon  the 
niunber  of  them ;  and  hence  thou  mayest  imagine  that  the  profit  of  my 
business  is  beyond  the  range  of  calculation,  and  the  gain  of  farming  greater 
than  can  be  computed.  And  the  agriculturists  of  the  field  of  wisdom  have 
said  that  cjj  tar' a  (sowing)  is  a  word  of  three  letters,  and  that  its  two 
first  letters  are  jj  z-r  (or  zar)  *gold,'  and  its  last  letter  is  c  'am,  and 
that,  too,  is  a  name  for  gold,  wherefore  this  business  is  gold  upon  gold. 


^  The  printed  edition,  by  a  typographical  error,  omits  ehun  before  muhlati.     For  the  va 
fursati  of  the  editions,  I  would  prcter  to  read,  with  some  MSS.,  bi-fursati. 

^  Lit.,  *'  ass-loads,'  a  measure  equal  to  100  Tabriz  maunds. 

^  The  lithographed  edition  omits  hud  after  tatcdnad. 

*  The  Persian  word  for  our  'shoot,'  here,  is  iir^ — lit.  *  arrow.' 
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COUPLET. 

Since  Zara's  two  first  letters  '  gold '  express;  and  that  behind 
Means  also  ^  gold,'  in  this  word  then  *  gold  upon  gold,'  we  find. 

And,  according  to  the  belief  of  the  alchymists,  the  department  of 
husbandry  is  viewed  in  such  a  light  that  the  philosopher's  stone*  is  supposed 
to  allude  to  agriculture  :  as  it  is  said, 

COUPLET. 

To  seek  the  red-hued  sulphur'  is  to  squander  life  in  vain, 
Turn  to  black  mould  and  there  the  one  sole  alchymy  obtain.' 

When  I  heard  these  words  from  the  farmer,  a  longing  for  the  gains  of 
agriculture  entered  my  head,  and  shutting  up  the  door  of  my  shop  I  busied 
myself  with  preparing  farming  implements.  Now,  in  the  quarter  of  the 
town  in  which  I  resided,  there  was  a  darvesh  famed  for  his  perfections,  and 
noted  for  his  excellent  qualities. 

COUPLET. 

All  outward  show  relinquishing,  a  lonely  life  he  spent ; 
All  luxuries  he  put  aside,  with  requisites  content. 

When  he  learnt  that  I  was  leaving  my  own  business,  and  going  to  employ 
myself  in  a  different  profession,  he  sent  for  me,  and  loosing  the  tongue  of 
rebuke,  said,  'Master  baker!  be  content  with  that  which  has  been  given 
thee  and  don't  seek  for  more,  for  the  quality  of  greediness  is  an  unlucky  one, 
and  the  end  of  the  greedy  is  to  be  deprecated.  But  whoever  holds  in  his 
hand  the  coin  of  contentment  is  the  king  of  his  own  time,  while  he  that 
is  a  prisoner  to  the  baseness  of  avarice  is  on  a  level  with  devils  and  brutes. 

COUPLET. 

Be  patient,  and  thy  loaf  of  barley  break, 
Lest  thou  the  wheat  ^  that  ruined  Adam  take.' 

I  replied,  *  0  shekh !  I  get  but  little  advantage  from  this  business  in 
which  I  am  engaged,  and  I  have  found  out  that  the  profits  of  farming  are 
great.  I  have  formed  an  idea  that  I  may,  perhaps,  be  benefited  by  the 
latter  occupation,  and  that  I  may  subsist  more  easily.'  The  old  devotee 
answered,  'For  a  very  long  time  the  means  of  thy  subsistence  have  been 
procured  by  this  business,  and  the  beverage  of  thy  life  has,  by  this  employ- 
ment, been  purified  from  the  rubbish  of  anxiety ;  while  the  undertaking  in 
which  thou  art  at  present  desigm'ng  to  embark  is  an  affair  full  of  toil. 
Peradventure  thou  mayest  not  be  able  to  labour  assiduously  in  the  duties 
required,  nor  to  discharge  fitly  what  it  demands.  Nor  is  everything  which 
shews  its  head  from  the  secret  chamber  of  desire  possible  to  be  acquired 
according  to  our  wish. 

1  Kibrit-i  akmdr,  lit.  *  red  gold.' 

2  Gu^ird-i  ahmar^  another  name  for  *  the  philosopher's  stone.' 

3  Some  Muhammadans  suppose  that  *  wheat '  was  the  forbidden  fruit.    See  Sale,  page  5, 
note  *  c. ' 
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COVPLBT. 

Sjiow,  my  firiend  I  the  way  u  long,  longer  fiur  than  words  express, 
From  the  street  of  onr  desires  to  the  market  of  success. 

Meddle  not  with  that  which,  concerns  thee  not,  and  withdraw  not  thine 
hand  from  thine  own  employment,  for  whoever  leaves  his  own  trade  and 
undertakes  a  thing  unsnited  to  him  will  meet  with  what  that  Crane  met 
with.'     I  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  II. 

The  darvesh  replied,  *  They  have  related  that  a  washerman  was  wont  to 
be  busy  in  his  avocation  on  the  bank  of  a  certain  river.  Every  day  be  saw 
there  a  Crane,  which  sat  on  the  river's  bank,  and  used  to  catch  the  creatures 
that  are  found  in  the  mud,  and  contenting  himself  therewith,  went  back  to 
his  nest.  One  day  there  came  a  swift-winged  hawk,  which  made  prey  of 
a  fat  quail,  and  after  eating  part  of  it,  left  the  rest  and  flew  away.  The  Crane 
thought  to  himself,  *  This  animal  with  such  a  puny  body  makes  prey  of  large 
birds,  and  I  of  such  a  huge  stature  content  myself  with  a  trifle ;  and  this  state 
of  things  is  evidently  owing  to  my  mean  spirit.  Why  should  not  I  too  have 
a  share  of  magnanimity  ?  My  advisable  course  is  hereafter  not  to  stoop  to 
small  matters,  and  not  to  cast  the  noose  of  my  eflbrts  save  on  the  battlements 
of  the  highest  heavens. 

VBB8B. 

The  cloud  when  thirsty  seeks  the  purple  ocean, 

Nor  bows  its  head  to  sip  the  humble  dew.^ 
Hearts  that  are  stirred  by  proud  and  high  emotion, 

Stoop  not  to  mean  things,  nor  for  trifles  sue.' 

He  then  forsook  the  chace  of  worms,  and  was  on  the  watch  to  pursue 
pigeons  and  quails.  Now  the  washerman  had  from  a  distance  observed  the 
proceedings  of  the  hawk  and  the  quail.  When  he  saw  the  amazement  of  the 
Crane,  and  how  it  gave  up  its  own  employment,  he  was  astonished,  and 
opened  the  eye  of  amusement.  By  the  will  of  fate  a  pigeon  appeared  in  that 
direction,  and  the  Crane  flying  up  made  a  stoop  at  it.  The  pigeon  turning 
along  the  edge  of  the  water,  outstripped  the  Crane,  which  pouncing  down 
behind,  fell  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  his  leg  stuck  in  the  mud. 
The  more  he  tried  to  fly  away,  the  more  his  foot  sank  in  the  thick  mire,  and 
his  feathers  and  wings  became  more  and  more  besmeared  with  the  mud.     The 


'  I  feel  very  doubtful  of  the  . 
very  considerably,  yet  none  seem 


ij  T —-vj/^*  **v**c  o«;i;ui  ((wu,     1  nBTe  oiuiBiaiea  very  ireeiy.     xne  uieru  venion 

would,  I  apprehend,  be,  'The  cloud  runs,  because  it  is  thirsty,  to  the  blue  sea;  it  bowi  not 
fl    u  waid  ™°"****"*    ^®y  *™  live-hearted  who  fly  upwani :  from  the  eflfect  of  spirit  they 
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washennan  came  up  and  seized  him,  and  set  off  home.  In  the  way  a  friend 
met  him  and  asked,  '  What's  this  ?'  The  washerman  replied, '  litis  is  a  crane 
that  toanted  to  hunt/  and  that  wished  to  play  the  part  of  a  hawk,  and  so 
destroyed  itself.' 

And  I  have  adduced  this  story  that  thou  mayest  know  that  every  one 
ought  to  attend  to  his  own  business  and  quit  that  which  does  not  belong 
to  him.' 

When  the  old  darvesh  had  cited  this  tale,  the  temptings  of  my  covetous- 
ness  increased,  and  reusing  that  speech  access  to  the  ear  of  attention,  1 
persevered  in  the  same  idea.  So  I  abandoned  the  business  of  a  baker,  and 
with  the  trifling  capital  I  possessed  purchased  implements  for  farming,  and 
having  sown  a  quantity  of  grain,  fastened  the  eye  of  expectation  on  the  road 
of  looking  for  the  crop.  In  the  meantime  my  means  of  subsisting 
myself  and  my  family  became  straitened,  because  what  I  expended  daily  had 
been  as  regularly  procured  in  the  baker's  shop,  and  now  it  was  necessary  for 
me  to  wait  a  year  expectant,  until  the  profit  should  arrive.  I  said  to 
myself,  *  Thou  hast  committed  an  error  in  not  listening  to  the  words  of  thy 
venerable  seniors,  and  now  thou  art  in  distress  for  thy  current  expenses,  and 
there  is  no  channel  by  which  income  is  obtainable.  Thy  best  course  is  to  get 
a  sum  by  way  of  loan,  and  having  re-opened  thy  baker's  shop,  return  to  thy 
own  business. 

OOUPLBT. 

From  his  own  buamesB,  be  who  tarns  aside, 
'Twere  best  that  he  should  there  again  subside.  * 

I  then  betook  myself  to  one  of  the  rich  merchants  of  the  city,  and  having 
taken  up  a  sum  on  credit,  I  opened  my  shop  a  second  time,  and  leaving  one  of 
my  servants  to  superintend  that  business,  I  myself  was  busy  with  my 
fanning.  Kow  I  started  for  the  country  to  manage  the  cultivation,  and  anon 
I  returned  to  the  market  to  set  off  my  shop.  When  two  or  three  months  had 
passed  in  this  way,  my  servant  swindled  me,  and  not  a  particle  either  of  stock 
or  profit  was  left.  At  the  same  time  a  variety  of  misfortunes  befell  my 
crops.  The  tenth  of  what  I  had  expended  was  not  realised.  I  then  went  to 
the  same  neighbor,  and  detailed  to  him  my  case,  and  told  him  the  circum- 
stance of  my  taking  two  things  in  hand,  and  my  losing  by  both.  The 
aged  darvesh  laughed  and  said,  '  How  like  thy  case  is  to  that  of  the  man  of 
two  kinds  of  hair,  who  gave  up  his  beard  to  his  wives ! '  I  asked,  *  How 
was  that?' 


*  The  reader  must  |)ardon  the  bad  rhyme  of  these  verses,  as  the  rhyming  words  are 
intended  to  express  the  jingle  of  sar  gathtah  and  tar  risktah. 
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STORY   III. 

The  darvesb  said,  *  They  have  related  that  a  person  had  two  wives,  one 
old  and  the  other  young ;  and  he  himself  had  hair  of  two  colors.  Now  he 
was  fond  of  both  his  wives,  and  passed  a  day  and  a  night  in  the  apartment 
of  each ;  and  his  habit  was,  when  he  entered  the  apartment  of  one  of  his 
wives,  to  put  his  head  in  her  lap  and  go  to  sleep.  One  day  he  went  to  the 
room  of  the  elderly  wife,  and,  according  to  custom,  put  his  head  in  her  lap 
and  went  to  sleep.  The  old  lady  gazed  on  his  face  and  hair,  and  said  to 
herself,  '  In  the  beard  and  whiskers  of  this  person  there  are  some  black  hairs ; 
I  can't  do  better  than  pluck  them  out,  that  all  his  beard  may  appear  white, 
and  that  young  wife  of  his  may  not  fancy  him ;  so  when  he  perceives  that 
that  wife  is  not  fond  of  him  but  loathes  him  and  has  an  aversion  for  him, 
the  flame  of  his  affection,  too,  will  be  quenched  and  he  will  remove  his  heart 
Ax)m  her  and  wiU  give  himself  up  altogether  to  me.'  She  then  pulled  out 
aU  the  black  hairs  she  could  from  his  beard. 

HEMISTICH. 

The  beard  that  lies  in  women's  hands  were  better  far  plucked  out. 

The  next  day  that  person  was  in  the  apartment  of  his  young  wife,  and  in  his 
accustomed  manner  put  his  head  in  her  lap  and  went  to  sleep.  The  young 
wife  observed  some  white  hairs  in  his  beard,  and  thought  to  herself,  '  I  must 
pluttk  out  these  white  hairs  that  his  whole  beard  may  appear  black,  and 
when  he  sees  himself  with  black  hairs  he  will  of  course  be  disgusted  with 
the  society  of  his  old  wife,  and  will  be  attached  to  me.  Thereupon  she,  too, 
pulled  out  as  many  white  hairs  as  were  required  at  the  time.  After  some 
time  had  passed  in  this  manner,  one  day  that  person  stroked  his  beard  with 
his  hand ;  he  found  that  the  hairs  were  gone  and  that  the  harvest  of  his 
beard  was  scattered  to  the  wind.  At  this  he  raised  a  cry  of  distress,  but  all 
his  lamentation  was  vain.  Kow  thy  case  is  just  similar.  Part  of  thy 
capital  and  interest  thou  didst  expend  on  thy  baker's  shop,  and  part  thou 
wastedst  on  thy  farming  business,  and  now  when  thou  lookest  about  thee, 
thou  hast  neither  baked  bread  in  the  oven  of  subsistence  nor  a  stack  obtained 
in  the  tillage-ground  of  life. 

COUPLET. 

One  day  in  this,  the  next  in  that,  goes  by ; 

Thou  look'st,  and  now  nor  this,  nor  that,  canst  spy.' 

When  I  heard  this  story  I  perceived  that  what  the  old  darvesh  said  was 
true,  and  that  from  this  procedure  I  had  got  nothing  but  regret  and  remorse, 
ind  that  all  I  possessed  would  not  suffice   to  pay  my  debts.     I  looked  upon 
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it,  therefore,  as  the  best  thing  I  could  do  in  accordance  with  the  direction, 
*  Flight  from  what  is  imupportahle  is  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  Apostles,^  to  fly 
from  that  city,  which  I  accordingly  did  by  night.  I  went  on  stage  by 
stage,  in  terror  and  alarm,  until  I  had  traversed  a  long  distance.  After  the 
lapse  of  a  considerable  interval,  I  heard  that  my  children  were  dead  and  that 
my  creditors  had  taken  possession  of  my  effects — under  a  valuation — ^in 
payment  of  my  debts.  Thus  hopeless  of  returning  to  my  country,  I 
journey  on  from  stage  to  stage  and  from  one  place  to  another :  and  I  seek 
a  solace  for  the  pain  of  my  heart,  from  every  gentleman  I  meet  with,  and 
place  the  ointment  of  gratification  on  the  wound  of  the  fatigues  of  travel  by 
interviews  with  men  of  God :  till  this  moment,  when  the  mirror  of  my 
heart  has  been  purified  from  the  rust  of  cares  by  the  furbishing  instrument 
of  proximity  to  your  honor,  and  the  sharbat  of  my  enjoyment  has  been 
prepared  vdth  the  sweetness  of  the  sugar-raining  conversation  of  my  lord. 

OOUPLBT. 

Thanks  be  to  God !  though  grief  has  wrung  my  soul, 
In  seeing  thee  I've  reached  my  wishes'  goal. 

This  is  a  sample  of  my  history,  which  I  have  narrated.'  The  Devotee 
responded,  *  I  have  inhaled  from  thy  words  the  perftime  of  sincerity,  and  my 
heart  has  borne  testimony  to  the  truth  of  thy  discourse ;  and  if  during  some 
days  thou  hast  undergone  the  affliction  of  exile  and  the  toils  of  travel,  still 
thou  hast  gained  good  experience,  and  hast  acquired  perfect  information  of 
the  manners  and  customs  of  divers  nations,  and  mayest  live  hereafter  in  peace 
and  tranquillity. 

HEMISTICH. 

Griefs  eve  is  ended,  and  joy's  mom  begins. 

The  Guest  was  pleased  with  his  host,  and  the  host,  too,  viewing  the 
society  of  his  guest  as  a  piece  of  unexpected  good  fortune,  shewed  his  satis- 
fEiction  by  his  friendly  unceremoniousness.  Now  the  Devotee  was  one  of  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  knew  the  Hebrew  language  well ;  and  though  he  was 
versed  in  most  languages,  and  could  converse  in  a  majority  of  tongues, 
nevertheless,  as  the  Hebrew  was  his  mother-tongue,  his  fluency  therein  was 
conspicuous,  and  he  always  spoke  in  that  tongue  to  his  domestics.  Although 
the  European  stranger  was,  in  point  of  fact,  ignorant  of  Hebrew,  still  he 
liked  to  hear  the  Devotee  speak  in  it,  and  constantly  besought  him  to  do  so. 
The  latter,  too,  to  gratify  his  Guest,  and  on  account  of  his  liking  for  the 
language,  loosed  the  tongue  of  eloquence,  and  satisfied  aU  that  rhetoric 
could  demand  in  speaking  the  Hebrew  tongue  well.  Thus  the  Guest  became 
a  lover  of  the  language,  and  from  the  excessive  sweetness  of  the  Devotee's 
discourse,  and  the  tastcfulness  of  his  conversation,  he  formed  the  desire  of 
learning  Hebrew  from  him. 
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TEB8B. 

His  rogar-rainmg  lip«,  aye,  smiling  sweet, 
Of  honeyed  sayings  shed  a  ceaseless  treat. 
When  the  Guest  saw  of  sweet  words  snch  supply. 
Like  parrot  he  the  sugared  feast  would  buy. 

Some  days  passed,  and  the  veil  of  ceremony  being  removed  from  between 
them,  their  character  of  strangers  was  exchanged  for  that  of  united  friends, 
and  from  the  premises  of  acquaintance  the  conclusion  of  intimacy  was  obtained. 

OOVPLST. 

To  their  hearts'  wish  they  may  together  sit, 
When  banished  forms  no  more  prohibit  it. 

Then  the  Guest  boldly  commenced  the  praises  of  the  Devotee,  and  said, 

OOUPLBT. 

'  Thou  ]  whose  speech  opes  perfection's  cabinet, 
While  on  thy  words  the  seal  of  grace  is  set, 

what  ornament  of  discourse  and  embellishment  of  style  is  this  ?  It  is  such 
that  the  eye  of  the  reason  of  those  of  penetrating  sight  never  saw  more 
perfect  eloquence,  and  the  ear  of  the  intelligence  of  those  who  can  appreciate 
rhetoric  never  listened  to  more  beautiful  language. 

COUPLET. 

Of  thy  discourse  I  know  not  what  I  fitly  can  affirm ; 
I  cannot  call  it  prophecy,  nor  yet  it  magic  term. 

I  trust  that  thou  wilt  tcEich  me  this  language,  and  I  respectfully  entreat 
that  thou  will  not  withhold  from  me  instruction  in  this  dialect;  for, 
without  previous  introduction,  thou  hast  fulfilled  towards  me  all  the 
dues  of  courtesy  in  treating  me  with  honor  and  respect ;  and  without  the 
premission  of  the  antecedents  of  friendship,  thou  hast  been  carefrd  to  display 
manifold  attentions  in  thy  hospitable  reception  of  me.  To-day,  that  the 
bond  of  our  amity  has  been  confirmed  by  means  of  our  long  intercourse,  I 
am  in  hopes  that  thou  wilt  be  pleased  to  shew  kindness  and  link  my  request 
with  acceptance,  and  draw  on  the  page  of  my  condition  with  eagerness  and 
pleasure  the  writing  of  discipleship,  in  order  that  it  may  become  a  cause  of 
the  increase  of  the  matters  of  mutual  esteem,  and  that  thus  the  daily 
portions  of  the  commemoration  of  kindness  and  the  fashion  of  gratitude 
may  be  observed. 

COUPLET. 

I  can  do  nought  but  still  thy  praise  declare ; 
Thy  servant  I,  the  nursling  of  thy  care.' 

The  Devotee  replied,  '  Why  should  I  grudge  or  demur  to  do  this  ?  being 
as  it  Ib  to  raise  a  person  from  the  abyss  of  ignorance  to  the  pinnacle  of 
knowledge,  and  to  conduct  a  learner  from  the  lowest  place  of  the  low  of  defective 
understanding  to  the  rank  of  highest  of  the  high  of  perfection.     However, 
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it  occurs  to  me  that  between  the  Hebrew  language  and  that  of  Europe  there 
is  an  immense  disagreement  and  huge  difference.  Forbid  it!  that  in  this 
study  thy  mind  and  intellect  should  be  altogether  wearied  out  on  account  of 
its  being  altogether  incompetent  to  comprehend  and  recollect  it.  And  in 
that  case  both  my  labor  will  be  wasted  and  thy  time  lost'  The  Guest 
replied,  'Whoever  steps  forward  to  acquire  anything  must  undoubtedly 
prepare  himself  to  undergo  hardships,  and  he  who  turns  his  face  in  the 
direction  of  the  E'abah '  of  his  wish,  must  not  think  of  the  suffering  in  the 
desert  of  toil. 

C0T7PLST. 

When,  in  the  hope  to  reach  the  K'abah,  in  the  desert  thou  dost  tread, 
Arabia's  thorn'  may  hold  thee  back,  but  be  not  thou  discomfited. 

And  I  am  so  much  in  earnest  in  this  resolve,  that  if  every  hair  on  my 
head  became  a  thorn  I  would  not  turn  my  face  from  this  enterprise ;  and 
though  every  eyelash  on  my  eyelids  were  changed  into  a  lance  I  would  not 
glance  at  any  other  business. 

HSHISTIOH. 

He  who  would  win  a  treasure  must,  as  well,  endure  the  toil. 

And  all  suffering  that  is  endured  in  the  pursuit  of  learning  turns  into 
enjoyment  in  the  end,  and  the  labor  of  the  student  is  never  thrown  aWay. 
In  this  way  that  Hunter,  by  means  of  a  slight  inconvenience  which  he 
submitted  to  for  the  sake  of  learning,  and  by  an  insignificant  service  which 
he  performed  towards  the  wise,  obtained  complete  afiluence,  and  arrived 
from  the  narrow  strait  of  want  in  the  expanding  plain  of  independence 
and  abundance.'     The  Devotee  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  rv. 

The  Guest  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  poor  man  was  practising  a 
hunter's  profession,  and  contenting  himself  with  capturing  birds  and  fishes, 
so  passed  his  existence ;  and  when  employed  in  capturing  fish,  his  whole 
frame  became  eyes,  like  a  net ;  and  when  in  pursuit  of  birds,  he  made  a  gin 
of  every  hair  of  his  body. 

HVMIBTIOH. 

Nor  bird,  nor  fish,  could  from  his  net  escape. 

One  day  he  had  set  his  net,  and,  with  a  thousand  difiiculties,  had  brought 
three  birds  into  its  vicinity,  and  he  himself  was  sitting  in  a  place  of  ambush, 
waiting  until  he  could  secure  the  neck  of  those  hapless  birds  in  the  mesh  of 
his  snare.    In  the  midst  of  this  state  he  heard  a  noise  of  wrangling,  and  in 


*  The  black  temple  at  Makkah.  Study  is  here  compared  to  the  wearisome  and 
dangerous  pilgrimage  of  the  Hajj. 

'  What  the  khdr-i  maghaUdn  may  exactly  be,  I  do  not  know.  The  Dictionary  merely 
says,  *■  a  thorn  different  from  the  acacia.'  It  is  probably  the  same  thorn,  exceedingly  sharp 
and  strong,  called  in  Africa  the  *  Wait  a  bit '  thorn. 
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fear  lest  the  birds  should,  by  reason  of  the  sound,  fly  away,  he  issued  from 
his  ambuscade.  He  then  beheld  two  students,  who  were  disputing  on  a 
point  of  law,  and  their  discourse  had  ended  in  quarreling.  The  Hunter 
besought  them  much,  saying,  '  Bo  not  make  a  noise,  that  these  birds  may  not 
be  scared  away,  and  thus  my  labour  lost. 

HEMISTICH. 

Breathe  not  a  word,  lest  the  nef  s  prey  he  scared.' 

They  retorted,  '  If  thou  wilt  give  us  a  share  in  the  game,  to  each  of  us  a 
bird,  we  will  consent  to  thy  request,  and  will  not  indulge  in  strife  and  angry 
vociferation.'     The  hunter  replied,  '  Friends,  I  am  a  poor  man  with  a  fEunily, 
and  the  food  of  seTend  persons  depends  on  these  birds,  and  after  you  have 
carried  off  two  birds,  how  shall  I  go  home?  and  how  shall  I  solace  ten 
persons  with  one  bird.'     They  answered,  *  Thou  art  employed  every  day  in 
this  business,  and  it  is  a  long  time  since  we  have  met  with  this  sport.     It  is 
altogether  impossible  that  we  should  dispense  with  these  birds.    Either  we 
will  call  out  so  that  the  birds  will  fly  away,  or  thou  shalt  agree  to  give 
each  of  us  a  bird,  so  that  we  may  take  them  for  our  lecturer  to  see,  and  give 
the  other  students  of  the  college  an  entertainment.'     In  vain  the  Hunter 
complained,  saying,  '  Your  professor  did  not  knit  my  net,  nor  did  the  hands 
of  the  students  twist  my  cord.     I  have  not  set  my  net  in  ground  bequeathed 
for  religious  purposes ;  nor  have  I  scattered  grain  as  bait  from  the  granaries 
of  the  college ;  nor  am  I  bound  by  law  to  bestow  upon  you  my  game  by  way 
of  thirds  or  two-thirds.'     All  his  words,  however,  had  no  effect ;  and  at  last 
he  promised  them  the  birds ;  which,  having  pulled  the  string,  he  caught  in 
the  net.     Then  he  commenced  his  entreaties  and  lamentations  again,  saying, 
'  Have    pity    upon    me !    and    shorten    the    hand    of    covetousneas    from 
carrying  off  these  birds.'     They  replied,    *  Cease    these  words   and   frdfll 
the  promise  thou  hast  made.'     The  hunter  saw  there  was  no  alternative, 
and    gave    each   of   them    a  bird.     He    then    said,    '  Since,    forsooth,    I 
have  submitted  to  your  annoyance,  and  have  presented  you  with  gifts  and 
somewhat  to  conciliate  your  good- will,  teach  me  the  word  about  which  you 
were  disputing ;  perhaps  some  day  it  may  be  of  use  to  me.'     They  replied, 
*  We  were  disputing  about  the  word  *  hermaphrodite,'  and  were  contending 
as  to  the  rights  of  inheritance  of  such  a  person.'     The  hunter  inquired. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  the  term  '  hermaphrodite  ?  '     They  answered,  *  In 
point  of  fact  it  means  one  who  is  neither  male  nor  female.'     The  Hunter 
stored  up  the  word  in  his  memory,  and  went  home  very  much  out  of  spirits 
and  related  to  his  family  the  circumstances,  and  they  contented  themselves 
with  a  scant  repast,  and  so  passed  the  night.      The  next  day,  when  the 
golden-pinioned  bird  of  the  sun  came  flying  abroad  from  the  nest  of  the 
horizon,  and  the  silver-encrusted  fishes  of  the  stars,  from  dread  of  the  cords 
of  the  solar  rays,  turned  to  flight  on  the  expanse  of  heaven, 
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COUPLET. 

Heaven  like  a  hunter,  with  a  golden  net,        Did  the  sun,  fish-Uke,  in  its  meshes  get, 

the  old  fisherman,  having  taken  up  his  net,  set  off  for  the  river's  side,  and, 
with  complete  reliance  on  God,  let  down  the  net  into  the  water.  Fate 
decreed  that  a  fish  of  heautifdl  form  and  exquisite  shape  should  be  taken ; 
such  that  the  armorer,  water,  had  never  reared  one  clad  in  scales  like  it, 
and  the  eyes  of  mermen  ^  never  beheld  in  the  expanse  of  waters  an  equal 
beauty  * ; 

VERSE. 

Its  belly  clear  a  silver  whiteness  shewed. 

Bright  as  the  fountain  of  the  sun  its  eye. 
Chameleon-like,  its  back  with  colors  glowed, 

Whose  varying  tints  would  thought  itself  defy. 

The  fisherman  was  amazed  at  its  shape  and  appearance,  and  thought  to 
himself,  '  In  all  my  life  I  never  saw  a  fish  like  this,  nor  gazed  upon  so 
splendid  a  prize.  My  best  course  is  to  carry  it  aUve  to  the  Sultdn  as  a  free- 
will offering,  and  by  such  a  service  get  myseK  a  great  name  among  my 
fellows.'  Hereupon,  he  cast  the  fish  into  a  vessel  of  water,  and  set  off  for 
the  king's  palace.  It  so  befell  that,  by  the  Sultan's  command,  they  had 
made  in  the  royal  garden  in  front  of  the  palace,  where  the  king  was  wont 
to  sit,  a  basin  of  marble  and  alabaster  for  a  fountain,  and  had  put  in  it 
various  kinds  of  fishes. 

COUPLET. 

Fish  of  silver  therein  play ;  Crolden  rings  their  ears  down  weigh. 

And  they  had  set  afioat  a  skiff,  shaped  like  a  crescent,  on  the  surface  of 
that  heaven-resembling  reservoir. 

COUPLET. 

Of  aloe-wood  a  barque  there  too,  Like  crescent  seemed  in  sky  of  blue. 

Every  day  the  monarch  came  to  the  brink  of  the  basin  to  enjoy  the  sight, 
and  was  pleased  with  the  sportive  swimming  of  the  fish  and  the  movements 
of  the  vessel.     At  that  same  time,  too, 

COUPLET. 

He  gazed  upon  the  water  fair,        Watched  moon  and  stars  reflected  there. 

when  all  at  once  the  fisherman  ^  came  in,  and  offered  to  the  king's  inspection 
that  beautifiil  and  exquisite  fish.  The  king  was  excessively  pleased  at 
the  sight  of  the  fish,  and  commanded  them  to  give  the  Fisherman  a  thousand 


^  Such  I  suppose  to  be  the  meaning  of  mardum-i  dbi,  though  the  word  does  not  occur 
in  the  Dictionary. 

a  Vubati,  Ut.,  *dpU,'  *  plaything.' 

3  The  word  sait/dd  is  rather  a  difficult  one  to  translate,  as  the  class  so  desimated  are  at 
once  fishermen,  hunters,  and  fowlers.  So  the  old  man  in  the  present  story,  it  seems  odd 
to  call  him  a  fowler  when  fishing,  and  a  fisherman  when  catching  birds. 
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dinin.  One  of  the  vazlrs  who  held  a  rank,  which  allowed  of  his  taking 
a  liberty,  and  an  office  which  Tpennitted  him  to  speak  boldly,  loosed  Hie 
tongue  of  admonition  and  whispered  to  the  king, 

OOUPLBT. 

'  May  thy  clear  heart  a  fountain  be  of  light,      And  thy  high  fortunes  no  reproach  inyite !  ^ 

• 

Fishermen  are  numerous  and  the  sea  is  full  of  fish :  if  the  king  bestow  a 
thousand  jdfn4rs  for  every  fish,  neither  wlU  the  gold  in  the  treasnry  suffice 
for  it,  nor  wiU  the  revenues  of  the  country  be  adequate.  It  is  a  settled 
thing,  too,  what  the  price  of  a  fish  ought  to  be,  and  how  much  one  ought  to 
give  to  a  fisherman  for  a  reward.  A  present  ought  to  be  proportionate  to 
merit,  and  a  reward  suitable  to  the  service  done. 

COUPLET. 

A  tank  that  holds  a  hundred  tons — no  more, 
Admits  not  that  two  hundred  should  flow  o'er.' 

The  king  responded,  'I  have  promised  him  a  thousand  dinars;  and  how 
can  it  be  admissible  to  break  that  promise  ?'      The  vazir  replied,  '  I  have  a 
scheme  for  this,  so  that  your  promise  shall  not  be  broken,  and  too  much 
money  not  be  lost  either.    My  advice  is,  that  you  ask  him  whether  this  fish 
is  male  or  female  ?    If  he  says  it  is  a  male,  we  will  tell  him  to  bring  a 
female,  and  he  will  receive  a  thousand  dfndrs.     And  if  he  says  it  is  a  female, 
we  will  say,  *  Bring  a  male  and  take  thy  gold.'     Of  course  he  will  be  at  a 
loss  how  to  do  this,  and  thsn  having  satisfied  him  with  some  trifie,  we  will 
acquire  his  goodwill.'     The  king  then  turned  to  the  Fisherman,  and  said,  '  Is 
this  fish  a  male  or  a  female  ?'    The  old  Fisher  was  a  man  of  experience,  and  a 
cunning  fellow.    He  guessed  what  the  secret  intention  of  the  king  and  the 
vaz(r  was  by  that  question,  and  sent  down  the  diver  of  thought  into  the  sea 
of  deliberation,  to  see  how  he  could  sociure  the  pearl  of  an  answer,  which  he 
could  place  on  the  tray  of  representation.     At  last  that  same  word  which 
the  day  before  he  had  learned  of  the  students  flashed  across  his  mind.     He 
answered,  '  0  king !  asylum  of  the  world !  this  fish  is  a  hermaphrodite,  that 
is  to  say,  it  is  neither  male  nor  female.'     The  sultan  was  much  pleased  [at 
this  rejoinder],  rebuked  the  vazir  for  his  scheme,  and  adding  another  thousand 
bestowed  two  thousand  dinars  on  the  Fisherman,  and  made  him  one  of  his 
special  favorites  and  counsellors. 

And  the  lesson  to  be  drawn  from  this  story  is,  that  the  Fisherman  by  one 
word  which  he  committed  to  memory,  and  through  the  two  birds  with  which 
he  obliged  the  students,  obtained  two  thousand  dinars,  and  was  honored  with 
the  sultan's  favor ;  wherefore  no  loss  accrues  from  toil  after  learning,  and 
from  waiting  on  learned  men.    Moreover  the  wise  have  said. 


^  Here  is  an  equivoque  on  tar  sahZf  *  fortunate  head,'  and  »ar  zanUhy  *  reproof.' 
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YXBSE. 

Get  learning,  that  thou  mayest  honored  be ; 

Man  is  worth  noaght,^  of  learning  when  bereft. 
Knowledge  will  raise  thy  fortune  and  degree 

From  the  remotest  line  where  shoes  are  left,' 
To  the  mid-circle  of  the  company.' 

The  Devotee  said,  *  Now  that  thou  importunest  me,  and  art  resolved  to 
traverse  the  road  of  inquiry  in  the  desert  of  study  with  the  step  of  lahor, 
I,  too,  as  far  as  is  attainable,  will  impart  instruction  and  communicate 
knowledge;  and  will  not  omit  a  particle  in  causing  thee  to  understand 
questions  and  in  making  clear  the  rules.'  The  Guest  betook  himself  to  that 
study,  and  passed  a  considerable  time  in  learning  the  Hebrew  language. 
His  mind,  however,  was  in  no  wise  disposed  to  be  a  recipient  of  that  tongue, 
and  was  altogether  devoid  of  capacity  for  comprehending  its  subtleties. 
The  more  instruction  he  received,  his  skill  in  the  practice  of  it  became  less ; 
and,  however  much  he  planted  the  sapling  of  instruction  in  the  garden  of 
thought,  the  more  the  fruit  of  disappointment  increased  on  the  branch  of 
hope. 

COUPLET. 

Unaided  from  the  store  of  heavenly  grace, 
No  toil  avails,  no  wished-for  thing  takes  place. 

One  day  the  Devotee  said  to  him,  'Thou  hast  imdertaken  a  difficult 
matter,  and  hast  laid  on  thy  mind  a  huge  weight.  Thy  tongue  will  not 
speak  fluently  in  this  dialect,  and  thy  intellect  is  not  suited  to  this  tongue. 
Relinquish  this  design,  and  set  not  thy  foot  in  a  plain  which  is  not  proper 
for  thy  equitation. 

STANZA. 

For  that,  which  thou  by  no  means  e'er  canst  win, 

To  waste  thy  life  in  vain  attempts,  were  shame. 
List  to  the  sages'  counsel,  nor  begin 

A  course,  if  thou  canst  ne'er  conclude  the  same. 

To  give  up  the  tongue  of  one's  progenitors,  and  to  toil  at  a  language 
and  business  opposite  to  that  of  one's  ancestors  is  far  removed  from  the 
path  of  rectitude.  The  Guest  replied,  'Imitation  of  the  dead  in  their 
errors  and  ignorance  is  the  very  extreme  of  servility  and  fatuity;  and 
in  this  matter  I  wiU  not  imitate  any  one,  nor  will  I  quit  the  road  of  right 
investigation,  for  imitation  is  the  noose  of  the  torments  of  devils,  and  right 
investigation  the  guide   of  the  paths  of  sincerity  and  truth.      And  the 


1  PishiZy  '  a  fish  scale ;'  also  '  a  small  coin.' 

2  This  I  take  to  be  the  meaning  of  saf-i  nid*lat.  It  is  well  known  that  Orientals  on 
entering  a  room  leave  their  shoes  or  slippers.  Some  of  the  lowest  domestics  are  left  to  take 
care  of  these,  and  form  the  outside  of  tne  company,  which  goes  on  by  regular  ranks  till  the 
upper  centre  is  reached,  where  the  chief  personage  is. 

2  X 
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I 

recondite  saying,  '  Verily  toe  found  oiwr  ftUhwi  practmng  a  reli^um, '  is  a 
rebuke  to  the  children  of  the  play-ground  of  imitation  that  they  ahould  come 
from  the  perilous  place  of  doubt  into  the  stronghold  of  conviction,  and  gctze 
with  the  eye  of  certainty  on  the  brilliancy  of  the  light,  '  Ms  direeteth  whom 
JETe  pkaseth  into  the  right  troy.' ' 

DIBTICHB. 

Whose  light  base  imitadon  does  not  mar,* 
Sees  in  the  light  of  truth  all  things  that  are : 
There  is  between  the  mimicked  and  the  true, 
The  difference  of  the  ^  voice  and  echo  too. 
'T  is  imitation  that  has  ruined  men, 
Two  hundred  curses  rest  upon  it  then ! ' 

The  Devotee  said,  '  I  have  done  my  duty  in  advising  thee,  and  I  fear  that 
the  end  of  this  struggle  will  issue  in  regret,  and  now  thou  art  able  to  speak 
in  the  European  language,  and  can  discourse  in  the  dialect  of  thy  wife  and 
kindred.  It  is  probable  that  if  thou  art  continually  repeating  Hebrew  phrases, 
the  practice  of  this  language  will  be  hidden  from  thee,  and  thou  wilt  lose  the 
other  language  too.  Thus  thy  case  wUl  resemble  that  of  the  Crow  that  tried 
to  leain  the  gait  of  the  mountain-partridge  and  so  forgot  his  own.'  The 
Guest  asked,  *  How  was  that  ?' 

STORY  V. 

The  Devotee  said,  '  They  have  related  that  one  day  a  Crow  was  flying 
and  saw  a  partridge,  which  was  walking  gracefdlly  on  the  ground,  and  with 
that  sweet  step  and  graceful  gait  enchanted  the  heart  of  the  looker-on. 

COUPLBT. 

Thy  graceful  gait  bore  off  at  once  my  heart,  in  rapturous  ecstasy, 

With  witching  step  approach  once  more,  that  I  may  shed  my  life  for  thee. 

The  Cbrow  was  pleased  with  the  gait  of  the  partridge,  and  amazed  at  its 
symmetrical  movements,  and  agility  and  elasticity.  The  desire  of  walking  in 
the  same  manner  fixed  itself  in  his  mind,  and  from  the  core  of  his  heart,  the 
insane  longing  to  step  proudly,  after  the  same  fascinating  fashion,  made  its 
appearance.    He  forthwith  girt  his  loins  in  attendance  on  the  partridge,  and 


^  Kur'&n,  Fl.  xliii.  21 ;  Mar.  22 ;  Sale,  p.  362, 1.  14 :  *  And  they  say,  If  the  Merciful 
had  pleased,  we  had  not  worshipped  them.  They  have  no  knowled^  herein :  they  only  utter 
a  yam  lie.  Haye  we  giyen  them  a  book  of  reyelations  before  this ;  and  do  they  keep  the 
same  in  their  custody  ?  But  they  say,  Verily  we  found  our  fathers  practising  a  religion ; 
and  we  are  guided  in  their  footsteps.' 

«  Kur'fiai,  Fl.  ii.  136 ;  Mar.  143 ;  Sale,  p.  16, 1.  15 :  *  The  foolish  men  will  say,  what  hath 
turned  them  from  their  Eeblah,  towards  which  they  formerly  prayed?  Say,  Unto  God 
belongeth  the  east  and  the  west :  he  directeth  whom  he  pleaseth  into  Uie  right  way.' 

*  Lit., '  He,  who  beyond  the  curtain  of  imitation  has  sprung.' 

^  I  confess  myself  quite  unable  to  translate  these  lines.  I  haye  no  idea  what  jAj 
means,  and  the  dictionaries  supply  no  information. 
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abandoning  sleep  and  food,  gaye  himself  up  to  that  arduous  occupation,  and 
kept  continually  running  in  the  traces  of  the  partridge,  and  gazing  on  its 
progress. 

COUPLET. 

'  0  partridge !  on  thou  proudly  steppest  with  a  sweet  enchanting  grace ; 
Halting  and  lame  I  follow  after,  erer  limping  on  thy  trace.' 

One  day  the  partridge  said,  '  0  crazy,  black-faced  one !  I  observe  that 
thou  art  ever  hovering  about  me,  and  art  always  watching  my  motions. 
"What  is  it  that  thou  dost  want }'  The  Crow  replied,  '  0  thou  of  graceful 
manners  and  sweet  smiling  face ! 

COUPLET. 

Thy  step  has  robbed  me  of  my  heart,  and  now  I  thee  pursuing, 
Search  on  and  on  lamenting,  and  my  lost  heart  yainly  ruing. 

Know  that  having  conceived  a  desire  to  learn  thy  gait,  I  have  followed 
thy  steps  for  a  long  time  past,  and  wish  to  acquire  thy  manner  of  walking, 
in  order  that  I  may  place  the  foot  of  pre-eminence  on  the  crown  of  the  head 
of  my  fellows.'  The  partridge  uttered  a  merry  laugh,  and  said,  *  Alack ! 
alack! 

HEMISTICH. 

Ah  me !  how  great  the  g^  'twixt  thee  and  me !  ^ 

My  walking  gracefully  is  a  thing  implanted  in  me  by  nature,  and  thy  style 
of  going  is  equally  a  natural  characteristic.  Nothing  can  obliterate  natural 
dispositions,  and  no  pains  can  alter  the  inherent  bent.  My  going  is  in  one 
way,  and  thy  mode  of  procedure  is  quite  another. 

HEMISTICH. 

Behold  from  where  to  where  our  roads  diverge !  * 
Leave  off  this  fancy  and  relinquish  this  idea. 

HEMISTICH. 

Cease !  for  this  bow  suits  not  thy  arm  to  draw.' 

The  Crow  replied,  *  The  commencement  forces,*  Since  I  have  plunged  into 
the  affair,  no  idle  stories  shall  make  me  give  it  up ;  and  until  I  grasp  my 
wished-for  object,  I  will  not  turn  back  from  this  road. 

COUPLET. 

We  hare  the  ship  of  patience  launched  on  the  strong  sea  of  pain  ; 
And  we  will  perish  there  or  win  the  jewel  we  would  gain.' 

So  the  unfortunate  Crow  for  a  long  time  ran  after  the  partridge,  and 
having  failed  to  learn  his  method  of  going,  forgot  his  own  too,  and  could  in 
nowise  recover  it. 

And  I  have  adduced  this  story  in  order  that  thou  mayest  know  that  thou 
hast  undertaken  a  fruitless  task,  and  art  using  unavailing  efforts.     And  they 


*  Lit., '  Where  art  thou  and  where  are  we  ? ' 

>  This  is  the  1st  line  of  the  5th  Ode  of  H&fiz,  p.  36,  lithographed  edition. 
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have  said  that  the  most  fatuous  of  creatures  is  he  that  plunges  into  a  thing 
unfitted  to  his  nature  and  unsuited  to  his  degree ;  and  this  affair  has,  in  point 
of  fact,  exactly  the  same  character  as  thy  leaving  the  baker's  business  and 
embarking  in  agriculture,  and  in  the  end  the  clue  of  both  things  having 
escaped  from  thy  hand,  thou  hast  been  left  in  the  grief  of  exQe  and  the 
calamity  of  fricndlessnes. 

OOVPLET. 

I  said,  I  would  my  life  surrender,  that  I  might  that  meeting  gain, 
I  gave  my  life,  hut  in  the  end  I  could  that  meeting  not  ohtain.' 

The  Guest  would  not  meet  the  advice  of  the  Devotee  with  acceptance,  and 
in  a  short  time  forgot  the  language  of  his  fathers,  and  failed  to  learn  Hebrew. 

HEMISTICH. 

That  from  him  slipped,  and  this  he  failed  to  grasp.' 

This  is  the  story  of  one  who  quits  his  own  profession  and  undertakes  a 

thing  which  does  not  suit  him,  and  this  chapter  is  closely  connected  with  the 
caution  and  prudence  requisite  in  kings.     Thus  every  ruler  who  wishes  to 

sway  with  a  vigorous  hand  his  kingdom,  and  to  whom  the  tranquillity  of  his 
subjects,  and  the  promotion  of  his  Mends,  and  the  extermination  of  his 
enemies,  are  desirable  objects,  will  think  it  right  to  give  the  minutest  atten- 
tion and  consideration  to  these  matters.  Such  a  king  will  not  suffer  a 
worthless  and  naturally  incompetent  person  to  contest  precedence  with  those 
of  a  noble  and  pure  nature.  Eor  many  low  people  fancy  themselves  rival 
competitors  of  the  experienced  cavaliers  of  the  field  of  honor,  and  in  the 
exercising  ground  of  competition^  consider  their  own  lagging  carrion  as 
equal  in  the  race  with  the  lightning-paced  Burak  of  the  others'  spirit,  while 
in  point  of  fact,  if  they  traveled  by  relays,  they  would  not  so  much  as  come 
up  with  the  dust  that  their  more  noble  competitors  raise. 

OOUPLBT. 

How  the  bright  gohlct  of  Jamshid  shall  earthen  cups  to  rival  try  ? 

Though  decked  in  pearls  ^  and  ruhies  it  their  worthless  hoasts  may  still  defy. 

Wherefore  the  observation  of  this  precedence  in  the  rules  of  administration 
is  of  the  highest  importance,  and  if,  which  God  forbid !  the  difference  of 
ranks  disappear  from  among  the  rulers  of  men,  and  the  lowest  sit  in  the 
same  scale  with  the  mediocre,  and  these  latter  put  themselves  on  an  equality 
with  the  noblest;  the  awe  of  royalty  is  impaired,  and  interruption  and 
disturbance  appear  in  the  royal  administration  of  affairs.  On  this  account 
former  kings  used  to  take  care  that  men  of  low  nature  and  origin  should 
acquire  learning  and  the  art  of  writing,  and  know  questions  in  accounts  and 


^  I  am  douhtful  of  this  meaning  of  Icafdf. 

2  One  MS.,  for  hidurr  ii  Val^  reads  bidaur-i  Val,  *  in  the  circulation  of  the  wine.' 
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numeration,  because  that  should  this  custom  come  to  prevail,  that  men  of 
business  should  enter  the  circle  of  the  great,  while  great  men  would  be  unable 
to  transact  the  operations  of  men  of  business,  the  ill  effects  thereof  would  of 
course  be  all-peryading  and  widely  spread.  Thus  the  means  of  support  of 
high  and  low  would  be  absolutely  interrupted,  and  in  consequence  of  these 
circumstancies  retardation  would  take  place  in  affairs,  and  in  the  course  of  time 
the  effect  thereof  would  be  apparent.  Wherefore  it  behoves  a  sensible  man  to 
think  it  incumbent  to  preserve  the  sections  of  the  admonitions  of  the  wise, 
and  the  advice  of  the  sage,  in  order  that  having  reaped  the  advantage  of  their 
beneficial  influence,  the  fruits  of  experience  may  be  made  available  for  his 
career  in  life,  and  his  transactions  may  remain  preserved  and  safe  from  the 
imputation  of  faultiness,  and  the  brand  of  neglect. 

YERSB. 

Him  in  the  world  thou  mayest  call  truly  wise, 
Whose  ear  heeds  counsel  and  heart  subtleties. 
Words  are  like  pearls,  the  speakers  they  who  dive ; 
Ere  they  win  princely  gems  they  long  must  strive  ; 
In  those  dark  shells  so  hardly  brought  to  light, 
Lies  many  a  pearl  with  secret  wisdom  bright. 
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CHAPTER  Xn. 

OF  THE  EXCELLENCE  OF  MILDNESS,  AND  CALMNESS,    AND   T&AX- 
QUILLITY,   AND  COMPOSURE,   ESPECIALLY   IN   KINGS. 

IWTKODUCTION. 

Again  the  august  king  of  kings  turned  to  the  illustrious  sage,  and  in  a 
style  sweetly  eloquent, 

COUPLBT. 

Said,  eulogizing  him, '  0  matchless  sage !        Ne'er  unu  thy  equal  witnessed  by  this  agn. 

Thou  hast  narrated  the  story  of  one  who  having  turned  firom  the  profession 
and  language  of  his  forefathers,  betook  himself  to  a  thing  unsuited  to  his 
condition  and  unconformable  to  his  habits ;  and  for  whom,  after  that  the 
object  of  his  desire  had  been  hid  from  the  eye  of  his  intention,  return  to  his 
original  business  became  impossible. 

HEMISTICH. 

He  yields  up  this,  and  that  eludes  his  hands. 

Now  relate  what  are  the  most  admirable  qualities  in  kings,  and  which  are 
most  closely  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  State,  and  the  continaance  of 
fortune,  and  stability  of  affairs,  and  the  conciliation  of  hearts  ?  And  I  have 
seen  in  the  Twelfth  Precept  that  it  behoves  monarchs  to  make  mildness  the 
ornament  of  their  career,  and  patience  the  principal  of  their  dealings.  Yet  I 
am  in  doubt  whether  mildness  be  a  preferable  quality  for  kings,  or  generosity 
or  valor  ?  Do  thou,  with  thy  sagacity  which  solves  difficulties,  undo  the 
knot  of  the  string  of  this  problem,  and  with  thy  judgment,  which  points  out 
the  rights  elucidate  in  the  best  possible  way  the  mystery  of  this  question  ? ' 

VEB8B. 

When  the  sage  teacher  heard  this  question,  he 

The  door  of  wisdom's  treasury  set  wide, 
And  said,  *  0  Khusrau !  sway  and  fortune  be 

Ever,  as  now,  with  thy  command  allied ! 

Know  that  the  most  praiseworthy  characteristic  and  approved  quality, 
whence  both  the  person  of  kings  will  inspire  awe  and  be  most  respected,  and 
whence,  too,  as  well  soldiers  as  other  subjects,  wiU  be  made  to  feel  content,  ib 
mildness  and  good-nature.     And  from  the  verse,  '  If  thou  hadst  been  utert 
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tmd  hard-hearted,  they  had  surely  separated  themselves  from  about  thee,*  ^  and 
from  the  words,  tending  to  virtae,  of  the  Sultan  of  the  throne  of  prophecy  and 
the  felicitous  lord  of  the  empire  of  glory  ^On  him  he  the  choicest  benedictions  of 
those  who  pray  ! )  it  is  to  be  understood  that  happiness  in  this  world  and  what 
we  hope  for  in  the  next  are  the  consequents  of  mildness  and  good-nature. 
Thus  it  is  saidy^  *  Of  the  happiness  of  man  is  excellence  of  disposition,  and  the 
meek  man  is  all  but  becoming  a  prophet.*  And  as  to  these  three  qualities,  of 
which  the  king  is  enamoured,  it  is  better  that  he  should  know  to  which 
to  give  the  preference.  All  three  are  requisite,  but  valor  is  not  always 
required,  and  in  a  whole  life  there  may  be  but  once  a  necessity  for  its  display. 
But  generosity  and  mildness  are  always  wanted;  wherefore  these  too  are 
better  than  valor.  Again,  the  advantages  of  generosity  are  restricted  to  a 
certain  class ;  and  it  is  only  a  particular  body  of  individuals  who  can  share 
in  the  benefits  of  the  royal  bounty.  On  the  other  hand,  small  and  great 
stand  in  need  of  mildness,  and  the  blessings  of  good  temper  extend  to  high 
and  low,  the  civilian  and  the  soldier.  Wherefore  it  follows,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  mildness  is  superior  to  the  other  virtue. 

He  is,  in  truth,  the  best  of  human  race, 

Who  aye  maintains  a  mild  and  kindly  mood. 
Han's  goodness  is  not  in  the  charms  of  &ce ; 

The  temper's  sweetness  is  his  fount  of  good. 

And  a  sage  has  said,  *  Were  there  between  me  and  all  mankind  but  a 
single  hair,  and  all  of  them  unanimously  tried  to  break  it,  it  would  be 
impossible  that  it  should  break ;  because  if  they  left  it  slack  I  would  tighten 
it,  and  if  they  pulled  it  tight  I  would  slacken  it.  In  other  words,  the 
perfection  of  my  mildness  and  scope  of  my  forgiving  nature  are  of  such  extent 
that  I  can  live  at  peace  with  all  mankind,  and  can  put  up  with  the  vulgar 
and  the  learned,  the  innocent  and  the  criminal. 

OOUPLBT. 

While  he  pursues  his  selfish  ends,  Ids  cords  around  me  rest ; 
If  he  will  not  obey  my  will,  I'll  follow  his  behest.' 

And  be  it  known,  that  gravity  and  composure  are  a  more  graceful  ornament 
of  kings,  and  meekness  and  endurance  a  better  decoration  for  the  rulers  of 
the  world  [than  generosity  or  courage],  because  the  commands  of  princes  are 
absolute  as  to  the  life  and  goods  and  landed  property  of  mankind,  and  their 
directions  to  do  or  not  to  do  a  thing  prevail  without  restriction  over  the 


1  Kur'&n,  Fl.  iii.  153,  Mar.  160;  Sale,  p.  60,  1.  14:  'And  as  to  the  mercy  granted 
unto  the  disobedient  from  God,  thou,  0  Muhammad !  hast  been  mild  towards  themr  but  if 
thou  hadst  been  severe  and  hard-hearted,  they  had  surely  separated  themselves  from  about 
thee.'  See  also  p.  2  of  this  translation,  note  7,  where  this  verse  is  quoted,  and  where  by  a 
misprint  the  page  of  Sale  is  given  as  30  for  60. 

'  Lit.,  *  as  he  said.' 
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lowest  and  the  highest,  and  the  mean  and  the  great.  Wherefore,  if  their 
dispositions  are  not  adorned  with  mildness  and  conscientioiisness,  it  ia 
possihle  that  by  a  single  harsh  act  they  may  estrange  the  minds  of  a  whole 
nation,  and  by  a  rash  and  precipitate  deed  chafe  and  displease  the  whole 
world,  and  thus  many  lives  and  possessions  will  fall  into  the  place  of 
destruction  and  alienation. 

QUATRAIN. 

£ach  order  given  by  a  reigning  king, 

Should  after  long  reflection  be  expressed ; 
For  it  may  be  that  endless  woes  will  spring, 

From  a  command  he  paused  not  to  digest. 

And  if  a  king  wash  from  the  face  of  the  age  the  ^ust  of  want  with  the 
water  of  generosity,  or  consume  with  the  fire  of  valor  the  harvest  of  the  life 
of  the  hostile ;  yet,  if  he  have  no  share  of  the  stock  of  mildness,  he  will,  by  a 
single  act  of  tyranny,  make  turbid  the  fountain  of  bountifulness,  and  by  one 
violent  deed  raise  up  a  thousand  mortal  enemies.  While,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  he  fall  short  in  the  matter  of  generosity,  and  be  slack  in  the  field  of 
courage,  he  may  still  conciliate  his  people  and  his  armies  by  courtesy  and 
blandness,  and  by  his  mildness  and  amiability,  and  by  these  qualities  bind 
men  to  loyalty  and  chain  them  to  his  service ; 

VEBfiE. 

'T  is  best  thy  face  be  smiling  as  the  rose, 
That  through  all  parts  thy  name  spread  fragrantly. 

Mankind  will  look  with  favor  upon  those 
Who  g^d  the  world  with  their  humanity. 

And  together  with  mildness,  a  king  must  have  a  share,  also,  of  dignified 
composure,  for  mildness  without  firmness  is  not  devoid  of  fault.  Thus  if  one 
endure  many  annoyances ;  and  manifest,  in  the  most  extreme  degree,  the 
quality  of  patience,  if  it  conclude  in  precipitancy  and  terminate  in  rash 
and  inconsiderate  action,  all  those  instances  of  long-sufiering  will  be  wasted, 
and  he  will  be  unsuccessful. 

COUPLET. 

Be  thou  in  the  path  of  patience  ever  stable  as  a  rock, 

He  who  shows  the  most  composure  will  be  freest,  too,  from  shock. 

It  behoves  a  king,  too,  at  the  time  of  showing  mildness,  not  to  suffer 
himself  to  be  swayed  by  his  inclinations ;  and  at  the  time  of  anger  not  to 
allow  himself  to  listen  to  the  tempter ;  for  rage  is  a  torch  of  the  devil's  fire, 
and  a  branch,  the  fruit  of  which  is  chagrin  and  repentance.  Mildness  is  one 
of  the  qualities  of  the  prophets ;  and  rage  a  canine  passion  and  one  of  the 
temptations  of  the  evil  one.  It  is  agreed,  too,  among  men  of  profound 
wisdom  and  those  possessed  of  true  piety,  that  until  a  person  has  got  the 
mastery  over  anger,  he  cannot  reach  the  rank  of  the  just.  It  is  also 
written  in  the  remarkable  sayings  of  the  wise,  that  they  made  representation 


CHAFTRR  XU.      TTOBY  I.  553 

to  an  eminent  personage,  saying,  '  Express  in  one  word  the  various  branches 
of  a  good  moral  nature,  that  it  may  be  the  easier  to  grasp  it.'  He  responded, 
'  To  forsake  anger  comprehends  all  virtuoua  qualities  and  excellent  diaposi- 
tions,  and  to  allow  wrath  its  iree  course,  includes  all  reprehensible  acts  and 
disgraceful  deeds. 

Anger  and  spite  to  hrutca  and  beasts  belong, 
Claaa  then  the  wrathful  with  the  bestial  throng. 
Tby  sng«r  springa  from  hell — is  a  part  so 
Of  that  dread  whole,  and  of  mankind's  arch-foe. 
Att  thou  a  portion  then  of  hell  > — Beware '. 
For  parts  to  wholes,  by  nature's  laws,  repair. 

And  moreover  it  most  be  known  that  the  requirement  that  a  king  has  of 
a  vazCr  who  is  able  to  give  him  perfect  advice,  and  of  a  prudent  and  eminent 
counsellor,  is  in  order  that,  if  the  pride  of  power  and  the  haughtiness  of  regal 
sway  should  lead  him  aside  from  the  path  of  mildness  and  clemency,  his 
right-coDDselling  vazfr,  having  brought  him  back  by  advice  to  the  path  of 
rectitude,  may  cause  him  to  tread  firmly  in  the  load  of  calmness  and  com- 
posure ;  and  having  by  the  antidote  of  admonition  destroyed  the  tendency  to 
swerve  from  justice,  may  bestow  on  him  the  quality  of  stability  in  the  way  of 
safety;  that  by  the  bestowal  of  the  grace  of  the  Creator,  and  the  happy 
influence  of  mildness  and  composure,  and  the  loyalty  of  the  counsels  and 
purity  of  the  intentions  of  his  fortune-bringing  vazfr,  he  may  be  successfiil 
and  triumphant  in  all  bis  afiairs :  and  Qxat  in  whatever  direction  he  may  turn, 
victory  and  conquest  may  be  his  companions  and  attendants,  and  fortune  and 
success  his  aiders  and  assistants.  And  if  on  some  occasion  he  should  issue 
bis  commands  in  any  affair  in  accordance  with  his  passions,  and  in  obedience 
to  his  deceitful  lusts,  and  deliver  a  decree  without  reflection  and  sure  thought, 
and  not  according  to  foresight  and  prudence,  then  by  the  clear  judgment  of 
such  a  fkithful  minister  the  evil  of  bis  injustice  may  be  alleviated ;  and  the 
remedy  of  the  confusion,  and  repanttiou  of  the  error  may  not  remain  in  the 
area  of  impossibility,  as  was  tLe  case  in  the  contest  of  the  King  of  Hindus!^ 
with  his  tribe.'    The  world-adorning  king  asked,  '  How  was  that  f ' 


The  Br&hman  said,  '  They  have  related  that  in  one  of  the  countries  of 
Uindustin  there  was  a  king  by  name  HClar,  possessed  of  immense  treasures 
and  hidden  stores  and  wealth  and  money  without  end. 

His  spear  that  fostered  wealth  was  of  his  icolm  and  tribe  the  guard, 
Hia  rictory-ipreading  sabre  took,  the  faith,  the  world  itnlf,  in  ward. 
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And  he  was  distiiiguished  from  the  princes  of  his  time  by  a  rarietj  of 
illustrious  actions,  and  was  conspicuous  among  successful  rulers  by  many 
glorious  deedst  He  had  two  sons,  such  that  the  bright  sun  bont>wed  splendor 
from  their  radiant  countenances,  and  the  shining  moon  moved  distractedlj 
in  the  field  of  the  sky  at  the  beauty  of  their  cheeks,  and  the  delicate  grace  of 
their  faces.  One  with  stature  like  an  arrow  drew  towards  himself,  like  the 
horns  of  a  bow,  the  quadrigesimal  fasters  of  the  comers  of  pilgrimage,^  and 
the  other,  with  ringlets  like  the  chains  of  the  demented,  brought  to  the 
sick-bed  of  suffering  the  limbs  of  those  who  tore  their  hair.  At  sight  of  the 
symmetrical  stature,  delightful  to  the  heart,  of  the  one,  the  straight  cypress 
had  its  foot  plunged  in  clay  through  amazement ;  and  from  jealousy  of  the 
fascinating  movements  of  the  other,  the  mountain-partridge  forgot  its  own  gait 

COUPLET. 

This  like  the  tulip,  with  its  shining  face  : 
And,  rose-like,  that  diffused  attractive  grace. 

And  together  with  comeliness  of  form,  they  were  also  adorned  with 
excellence  of  manners,  and  they  decked  the  young  plant  of  their  beauty  with 
the  flowers  of  goodness  and  perfection.  Their  outward  form  was  exceeding 
graceful,  and  their  inner  nature  excessively  enchanting. 

COUPLET. 

Ne'er  did  heaven's  eye  such  forms,  such  souls  too,  find ; 
Praised  be  their  form,  and  yet  more  praised  their  mind  ! 

They  called  one  Suhail-i  Yamanf,  and  the  other  Mah-i  Khutanf,*  and  their 
mother,  'Irdn-di^t,  was  a  ravishing  beauty,  in  envy  of  whose  delicate  cheek 
the  bride  of  the  sim  was  hidden  behind  the  veil  of  inquietude,  and  from 
shame  at  whose  falling  ringlets  the  curling  hyacinth  was  writhing  and 
in  folds. 

VERSE. 

A  beauty,  graced  with  parted,  curling  hair ; 

A  hundred  amorous  signs  her  lore  express. 
Her  cheek — the  rose  and  violet  mingle  there, — 

The  violet  keeps  the  rose  in  safe  duresse. 
From  ring  of  purest  musk  her  locks  flow  loose. 
And  on  the  sun's  neck  cast  their  glittering  noose. 

The  king's  heart  was  excessively  attached  to  this  incomparable  gem,  and 
bound  in  affection  to  those  two  peerless  sons :  and  without  the  sight  of  their 
beauty,  the  repose  of  his  mind  and  the  joy  of  his  bosom  were  lost.  Moreover 
he  had  a  vazir  whom  they  called  Balar,  and  the  meaning  of  this  word  in 
their  language  is  '  Auspicious  face.'     And  he  was  a  sage  illustrious  for  the 


*  That  is,  '  of  those  who  came  to  see  him.' 

2  That  is,  '  Canopus  of  Arabia,*  and  '  Moon  of  T6tary.' 
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Bolidity  of  his  understanding,  and  famed  and  celebrated  for  the  accuracy  of 
his  judgment.  The  proofs  of  his  sagacity  and  experience,  and  the  testimonies 
of  his  acuteness  and  attachment,  were  clearly  displayed  upon  the  face  of  his 
actions  and  the  forehead  of  all  he  did ;  and  the  tokens  of  his  sincerity  and 
loyalty,  and  the  happy  influences  of  his  special  goodness  and  zeal  to  give 
satisfaction,  were  evident  and  conspicuous  in  his  yirtuous  efforts  and  intense 
and  glorious  labors.  The  tongue  of  the  age  used  to  chant  the  praises  of  his 
perfection  after  this  manner,  and  sought  to  attain  the  delineation  of  a  trifling 
portion  of  the  laudation  due  to  his  worth  and  greatness  with  these  couplets, 

VEBSE. 

0  Asaf !  thou,  in  whose  assembly  high, 
Heaven's  chancellor  of  small  account  would  be. 

And  where  the  biisy  pen  thy  writers  ply, 
E'en  Mercury's  unreached  by  fate's  decree.^ 

And  the  king's  private  secretary,  whose  name  was  Kamal,  was  a  penman  such 
that  the  planet  Mercury*  would  be  unable  to  draw  the  bow  of  his  descrip- 
tion, and  the  celestial  amanuensis  could  not,  with  the  step  of  consideration^ 
mount  the  ladders  of  his  edifices.  Thou  wouldest  say  that  his  reed,  clothed 
in  elegance,  was  the  magazine  of  the  secrets  of  eloquence;  and  the  noise 
of  his  pen,  marked  with  ingenuity,  was  the  dawning-place  of  the  lights  of 
rhetoric.  Every  pearl  of  reasoning  which  he  perforated  with  the  diamond  of 
reflection  was  strung  by  the  arranger  of  his  penetrating  intellect  on  the 
string  of  lucid  words  and  elegant  expressions ;  and  every  coin  of  truth  that 
he  weighed  with  the  balance  of  deliberation,  the  broker  of  his  right-judging 
thought  submitted  with  perfect  recommendation  and  complete  description  to 
the  inspection  of  the  purchasers  of  the  bazar  of  subtlety. 

STANZA. 

His  speech  with  soul^expanding  sense  was  fraught ; 

The  structures  of  his  pen  bade  hearts  rejoice ; 
His  reed  to  utter  such  sweet  sounds  he  taught, 

As  put  to  shame  the  parrot  of  the  voice. 

And  for  his  own  especial  riding  the  king  had  a  white  elephant,  which  was 
wont  to  hasten  into  the  battle-fleld  like  the  world- traversing  wind,  and  to  pierce 
with  his  rock-crushing  tusks  the  bosom  of  stony-hearted  mountains.  Iron  is 
ever  hidden  in  mountains,  but  it,  reversing  the  usual  order  of  things,  was  a 
mountain  hidden  in  iron;  and  hills  are  ever  quiescent  in  one  place,  and 
destitute  of  pillars ;  but  he,  contrary  to  custom,  was  a  moving  mountain  on 
four  pillars. 

1  This  idea  is  evidently  borrowed  from  the  HindA  notion  that  Yrihaspatih,  'the  planet 
Jupiter,'  is  the  preceptor  of  the  Gods.     So  Mercury  is  here  called  fate's  registrar. 

'  Here  is  an  unretainable  equivoque.     Tir  means  '  arrow,'  as  well  as  'the  planet  Mercury.' 
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VEBSB. 

His  head,  Termilion-painted,  rubbed  the  sky, 

Twilight  assumed  from  it  a  pinky  hue ; 

His  trunk,  like  to  a  lasso,  circling  flew. 
It  seemed  a  dragon  fall'n  from  mountain  high  ; 

His  feet  were  huge,^  and  terrible  to  riew, 

'Neath  them  the  trampled  earth  to  finest  powder  grew. 

He  had  also  two  other  elephants  of  very  majestic  size,  like  the  mountain 
Alvand*  in  the  hugeness  of  their  limbs.  With  their  trunks,  like  bats  in  the 
game  of  chaugan,  they  drove  the  heads  of  rebels  like  balls  along  the  field, 
and  with  their  column-resembling  fore-feet  they  crushed  the  necks  of  the 
refiractory.  Their  crystal-like  tusks  brought  forth  spouts  of  coral  from  the 
breasts  of  the  king's  foes,  and  with  their  ivory  pickaxes  they  displayed  from 
the  mines  of  the  bodies  of  enemies  heaps  of  rubies  of  Badakhshan. 

TISB8B. 
Clouds  they,  whose  drops  the  points  of  daggers  are ; 
Towers,  but  their  ramparts  are  the  ranks  of  war : 
The  tusk  of  this,  in  Mars'  heart  &iM  fast, 
That's  trunk,  like  lasso,  o'er  the  Pleiads  cast. 

Moreover  he  had  two  dromedaries  which  could  traverse  mountains  and 
sandy  plains,  and  which  in  one  night  could  cross  a  whole  clime,  nay,  in  a 
single  instant  could  measure  with  their  feet  a  world.  They  shewed  with  their 
necks  and  ears  the  exact  resemblance  of  a  bow  and  arrow,  and  exhibited 
with  their  fore-feet  and  breasts  the  similitude  of  a  mace  and  shield.  At  the 
time  of  running  they  made  the  surface  of  the  earth  appear  like  a  shield,  and 
when  traveling  they  bore  off  with  their  feet,  which  resembled  the  bat  in  the 
game  of  chaugan,  the  ball  of  precedence  from  the  swift-paced  courser  of  the 
moon. 

COUPLET. 

Sand-crossing,  hill-resembling,  they,  content  at  heart,  still  onward  sped ; 
Till  mom  each  night  they  carried  loads ;  all  day  upon  the  thorn  they  fed. 

Besides  these  he  had  a  fleet-paced,  fiery  steed,  with  silver  hoo&  and  bridle 
of  gold;  which,  when  his  reins  were  slackened,  outstripped  the  world- 
traversing  moon;  nor  could  the  earth -crossing  north- wind  come  near  the 
dust  which  it  raised.  Thus,  so  long  as  the  bay  courser  of  the  sky  has  circled 
round  the  globe  of  earth,  none  had  ever  beheld  the  equal  of  that  steed,  and 
while  piebald  time  has  traversed  the  space  of  ages,  no  one  had  ever  heard 
of  such  a  horse. 


t  Lit.,  *  Large  as  a  shield.' 

-  A  high  mountain  near  Hamad&n. 
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TBBSS. 

Sky-circling,  and  earth-trayersing,  that  horse 

Drank  water  at  the  fountain  of  the  sun ; 
Each  time  that,  bathed  in  sweat,  it  ran  its  conrse, 

Rain-showers  fell  and  lightning  'twixt  them  shone ; 
And  when  it  hastened  to  the  battle-field, 
A  hundred  breezes  to  its  pace  must  yield. 

And  he  had  a  sword  adorned  with  jewels  and  embellished  with  precious 
pearls.  One  would  have  said  that  they  had  studded  a  blade  of  grass  with 
drops  of  dew,  or  adorned  a  sheet  of  blue  sky  with  royal  pearls.  The  black 
marks  of  its  original  high  temper,  looked  on  its  diamond  blade,  like  the  feet 
of  ants,  and  on  its  blue-enameled  surface  the  wings  of  flies  were  exhibited. 
It  was  not  a  sword,  it  was  rather  a  cloud  that  showered  blood  or  fiery- 
flashing  lightning. 

YERSB. 

»T  is  like  a  verdant  leaf  in  greenness,  yet 

A  branch  of  Arghw&n  in  war's  orchard  is. 
Hid  in  the  stream  the  lotus'  leaves  are  set, 

A  lotus  that  has  water  in't  is  this.' 

The  king's  heart  was  wholly  bound  up  with  these  things  that  have  been 
mentioned,  and  he  always  boasted  of  superiority  in  all  these  possessions  over  the 
monarchs  of  all  the  countries  of  Hind.  !N^ow  there  were  in  his  kingdom  a 
number  of  Brahmans,  who  regarded  themselves  as  the  followers  of  Brahma, 
and  acknowledged  his  prophet  and  chose  to  turn  aside  from  the  true  faith 
and  the  right  way,  and  caused  people  to  stray  in  the  waste  of  error  and  the 
gulf  of  ignorance.  However  much  King  Hilar*  bade  them  desist  from 
misleading  and  deceiving  his  subjects,  they,  unheeding  his  rebuke,  did  not 
forsake  that  reprehensible  habit.  At  last  the  affair  came  to  this,  that  the 
king,  through  religious  zeal  and  in  defence  of  the  faith,  slew  nearly  twelve 
thousand  of  them.  Their  houses  he  gave  up  to  be  plundered,  and  their 
wives  and  children  he  led  into  captivity.  But  four  hundred  persons  of  the 
number  who  were  adorned  with  the  accomplishments  of  science,  and  were 
gifted  with  a  variety  of  knowledge,  he  made  to  wait  on  the  imperial  throne. 
These,  against  their  will,  having  girt  the  waist  of  service,  traveled  the  road 
of  obedience,  and  watched  for  an  opportunity  of  revenge  and  a  chance  for 
wreaking  their  vengeance.  One  night  the  king  was  reposing'  on  the 
couch  of  enjoyment,  when  he  heard  seven  terrible  voices.  Through  dread  of 
these  he  awoke,  and  fell  into  thought  and  reflection.  In  the  midst  of  this, 
sleep  again  overpowered  him,  and  in  a  dream  he  beheld  two  red  flshes,  from 


1  The  editions  have  here,  by  a  typographical  error,  SUdr  for  Hildr,  which,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  beginning  of  the  story,  was  the  king's  name. 

^  For  the  mashgJiid  bitd^  one  MS.  reads  khuftah  bud,  which  I  should  prefer,  as  more 
applicable  to  sleep. 
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the  brightness  of  which  the  eyes  were  dazzled,  stand  on  their  tails  and  call 
to  him,  Bravo !  Again  he  awoke  and  entered  into  a  long  train  of  thought, 
and  then  went  to  sleep  once  more.  A  second  time  he  saw  two  ducks  of 
various  colors,  and  a  large  goose,  which  flew  after  him  and  at  last  alighted 
before  him  and  began  to  utter  benedictions.  Again  he  awoke,  and  remaining 
bewildered  at  what  had  occurred,  once  more  slumbered,  and  saw  a  green 
snake  with  yellow  and  white  spots,  winding  about  his  leg;  and  that  ugly 
serpent  was  twisting  itself  on  that  branch  of  sandal-wood.  The  king  awoke 
in  terror,  and  was  sad  at  those  strange  spectacles  which  he  had  beheld  in  the 
curtain  of  fancy.  Again  the  genius  of  sleep  drawing  him  by  degrees,  bore 
him  off  to  the  world  of  dreams.  This  time  he  beheld  that  he  was  bathed 
from  head  to  foot  in  blood,  like  a  branch  of  coral,  and,  as  it  were,  adorned  from 
top  to  toe  in  rubies  of  Badakhshan  and  precious  stones  of  a  red  color.  The 
king  awoke  and  began  to  be  sorrowful,  and  wished  to  call  to  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  seraglio, — ^suddenly,  sleep  overcame  him,  and  he  beheld  that 
he  was  mounted  on  a  swift  white  mule,  which,  like  leaping  lightning, 
crossed  over  mountains  and  yet  was  easy-paced  as  dear  life  itself.  It  seemed 
as  if  he  turned  the  reins  of  his  steed  towards  the  east,  and  sped  on  alone. 
However  much  he  looked  about  him,  he  saw  none  of  his  attendants,  save  two 
chamberlains,'  and  these  on  foot.  From  dread  of  this  occurrence,  he  started 
up  from  sleep  once  more ;  and  then  the  sixth  time  relapsed  into  slumber. 
He  then  saw  a  fire  which  was  kindled  on  the  top  of  his  head,  and  the  flames 
of  which  encompassed  all  quarters.  From  beholding  this  circumstance  he 
awoke  again,  terrified.  The  seventh  time  falling  insensible  from  the  wine  of 
sleep,  he  saw  a  bird,  which  perched  on  his  head  and  pecked  the  crown  of 
it  with  its  beak.  This  time  the  king  uttered  a  shout,  such  that  the 
attendants  round  about  the  royal  chamber  raised  cries,  and  some  of  them 
rushed  aghast  to  the  foot  of  his  bed.  The  king  re-assured  them  and  sent 
them  away ;  and  from  dismay  at  those  deadly  dreams,  he,  like  a  serpent 
whose  tail  has  been  cut  off,  or  a  snake-bitten  man,  continued  writhing  in 
anguish,  and  kept  saying  to  himself,  '  What  strange  variety  of  horrid  sights 
was  this  which  the  pen  of  omnipotence  caused  to  rise  up!  and  what 
troops  of  calamity  were  these  which  poured  forth  one  upon  another ! 

COUPLET. 

Before  one  tmnolt  ceases,  others  rise ;        Upstart  new  horrors,  ere  the  first  one  dies. 

Ah  me  !  to  whom  can  I  reveal  the  nature  of  these  occurrences  ?  and  what 
sage  can  I  invoke  to  solve  this  difficulty  ?  Whom  can  I  make  the  confidant 
of  these  secrets  ?  and  with  what  person  can  I  hazard  the  throw'  of  relating 
this  story  ?  

*  Farrdik,  lit.,  'carpet-spreaders/ 
»  Nard,  lit.  '  dice,'  *  draughts.' 
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BBMtBTICH. 

To  whom  can  I  this  pang  confide,  of  whom  demand  the  cure }  * 

In  Bhort,  with  a  thousand  sufferings  he  passed  that  night  till  the  dawn  of 
day,  and  was  complaining  of  gloomy  night  for  its  tardy  progress  and  its 
length,  and  exclaimed, 

TSBSB. 

'  If  thou,  0  night !  art  not  the  judgment-day, 

Wherefore  brood  o*er  me  grieyouB  as  in  death  ? 
0  mom !  why  yex  my  heart  with  long  delay  ? 

Ah !  breathe,  if  still  thou  hast  the  power  of  breath ! ' 

Thus  he  continued  till  the  time  when  the  cheek  of  bright  morning  began 
to  shine  firom  the  curling  ringlets  of  dark  night,  and  the  perfumed  taper  of 
the  sun  began  to  be  visible  in  the  expanse  of  the  azure  sky  in  place  of  the 
ambergris-hued  tapestry  of  darkness. 

COUPLET. 

The  brain  of  earth,  scorched  by  the  solar  flame. 
From  slumber  to  the  whirl  of  frenzy  came. 

As  soon  as  the  haad  of  Providence  removed  the  veil  of  darkness  from 
before  the  beauty  of  the  world-illuminating  day,  and  the  monarch  of  the 
planets  took  his  seat  on  the  enameled  throne  of  the  sky,  and  conveyed  to  the 
ears  of  mortals  the  proclamation  of  justice-dispensing  light, ^  the  king  arose 
and  summoned  the  Br4hmans,  who  were  solvers  of  difficulties  and  perfect  in 
the  science  of  the  interpretation  of  dreams.  Then,  without  pondering  on  the 
consequences,  he  related  to  them,  in  the  manner  he  had  beheld  them,  all  his 
dreams.  The  Brahmans  having  heard  these  terrible  circumstances,  and  seeing 
the  marks  of  fear  and  dismay  on  the  countenance  of  the  king,  replied,  '  These 
visions  are  portentous,  and  during  the  lapse  of  time  no  one  has  ever  beheld 
dreams  of  such  horror,  nor  has  the  ear  of  any  interpreter  of  dreams  listened 
to  such  an  account  as  this.  K  the  king  will  grant  us  permission  we  will 
consult  together  and  refer  to  books  which  have  been  written  on  the  art  of 
interpreting  visions,  and  will  consider  thereof  with  the  most  careful  scrutiny. 
Then  having  represented  the  interpretation  with  accuracy,  we  will  devise  a 
plan  for  averting  the  injury  and  evil. 

COUPLET. 

The  wise  man  all  he  says  will  ponder  well ; 
But  fools  are  indiscreet  in  what  they  tell.' 

The  king  gave  them  permission,  and  they,  issuing  from  his  presence,  held 
a  private  meeting ;  and  from  the  foulness  of  their  minds  and  the  impurity 
of  their  thoughts,  began  to  agitate  the  chain  of  revenge,  and  said  to  one 


*  When  the  king  mounts  his  throne  in  public,  the  crier  announces  that  the  royal  court 
is  opened  for  the  administration  of  Justice.  In  the  same  way,  light  is  dispensed  when  the 
sun  takes  his  seat  on  the  throne  of  the  sky.     Such  is  the  comparison. 
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another,  '  This  cruel  tyrant  has  but  lately  slain  several  thousands  of  ov 
tribe,  and  given  to  the  wind  of  spoliation  our  goods  and  wealth.  To-day  m 
have  got  hold  of  a  clue,  by  means  of  which  we  may  wreak  ^  our  spite  on 
him,  and  remedy  and  alleviate  the  distress  of  our  a£Pairs.  And  since  he  has 
made  us  his  confidants  in  this  matter,  and  has  placed  confidence  in  <mr 
interpretation  and  representation,  we  must  not  let  slip  the  opportunity,  nor 
make  a  long  delay  in  exacting  retaliation. 

COUPLET. 

Our  foe  ifl  with  the  pangs  of  grief  opprest, 
Upon  him  then ! '  and  think  the  moment  blest. 

Our  best  course  is  to  speak  boldly  in  this  matter  and  terrify  him  with 
the  strongest  threats,  and  say,  *  These  visions  are  a  proof  that  seven  great 
perils,  such  that  there  is  mortal  danger  in  each,  are  to  come.  The  means  of 
averting  these  evils  is  as  follows :  that  they  should  kill  with  the  sword  of 
high  temper  a  number  of  the  Pillars  of  the  State  and  of  the  ministers  of  the 
king,  and  of  those  animals  on  which  he  is  wont  to  ride,  and  pour  their  blood 
into  a  laver,  and  let  the  king  sit  for  a  time  in  that  blood,  and  we  will  breathe 
spells  over  him,  and  will  rub  some  of  the  blood  upon  his  body.  Afterwards 
having  washed  his  person  with  pure  water,  we  will  anoint  him  with,  unguents, 
and  will  bring  him  back  to  his  court  safe  and  fi%e  from  care.' '  Then 
after  that,  by  this  stratagem,  we  have  destroyed  his  nearest  attendants, 
in  the  lapse  of  time,  when  he  is  alone,  we  will  settle  his  business.  Thus, 
though  during  these  days,  the  foot  of  our  heart  has  been  wounded  by  the 
thorn  of  his  injuries,  still  there  is  hope  that  we  shall  pluck  the  rose  of 
our  desire  with  the  hand  of  our  wish,  and  we  shall  see  our  powerful 
enemy  fallen  as  we  could  desire  into  a  position  of  w^eakness. 

COUPLET. 

Oar  heart  has  felt  oppression's  thorn,  but  we  may  still  aspire. 
To  pluck  the  rosebud  of  our  wish,  in  the  garden  of  desire.* 

Wherefore,  thus  perfidiously  and  traitorously  having  conspired  together 
against  their  master,  they  went  again  to  the  king,  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

*  King !  may  thy  throne  and  rank  perpetual  be, 
And  month  and  year  auspicious  be  to  thee! 

It  has  been  in  a  general  way  signified  to  the  luminous  mind  of  the  king 
that  the  interpretation  of  these  dreams  exhibits  nought  but  the  assault  of 
calamity,  and  pain,  and  woe,  and  trouble,  and  we  have  thought  of  a  good 


*  The  phrase  in  Persian  is  kinah  bdz  tawdnim  khwdaty  lit.,  *we  may  ask  back  our  spite.' 

*  Lit.,  *  bring  smoke  (or  a  sigh)  out  of  him.* 

'  The  reading  of  the  editions,  bdz  ravim^  is  clearly  incorrect,  and  I  would  substitate  thai 
of  a  MS.,  harim^  *we  will  bring.'  For  these  words  are  part  of  the  BrUnnans*  speech  to 
the  king,  who  was  not  interestt'd  in  their  safe  return,  but  in  his  own.* 
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way  of  avertdng  tlie  injuriouB  effects  of  these  occurrencea.  K  Qie  king  will 
receive  with  the  hearing  of  accepttmce  our  words,  which  will  bo  spoken  with 
the  truest  desire  for  his  welfare,  and  the  purest  intention  to  gratify  him,  the 
evil  which  is  about  to  follow  these  dreams  will  assuredly  be  averted.  But 
if  he  leAise  to  hearken  to  our  directions  he  must  be  prepared  for  a  great 
calamity ;  nay,  even  for  the  decline  of  his  empire  and  the  extinction  of  life 
itself.'  The  king  feared,  and  falling  into  the  circle  of  dismay,  his  heart 
failed  him,  and  be  said,  '  Te  must  declare  the  particulars  of  this  advice,  in 
order  that  in  every  way,  which  enters  the  range  of  possibility,  exertion  be 
made  to  remedy  this.  They,  beholding  the  oven  of  deceit  hot,  shut  into  it 
the  leaven  of  guile,  and  thus  continued,  '  Those  two  fishes  which  stood  on  their 
tails  are  the  sons  of  the  Iring ;  and  that  serpent  which  wound  round  bis  leg  is 
Ir&n-dukht,  and  those  two  colored  ducks  are  tiie  two  elephants,  and  the 
large  goose  b  the  white  elephant,  and  the  swift  mule  is  the  easy-paced 
courser  of  the  king,  and  the  two  chamberlains  on  foot  are  the  dromedaries, 
and  the  fire  that  shone  on  the  king's  head  is  the  vaztr  BaUr,  and  the 
bird  which  struck  its  beak  into  the  king's  head  is  the  secretary  Eam^ 
and  that  blood  with  which  the  king's  body  was  hesmeaied  is  caused  by  the 
high-tempered  sword  which  they  smite  on  the  king's  head  and  stain 
his  body  with.  Now  we  have  devised  a  remedy  for  the  injurious  effects 
of  these  dreams  in  the  following  manner :  that  they  should  slay  with 
that  sword  both  the  king's  eons,  and  their  mother,  and  the  secretary,  and 
vazfr,  and  the  elephants,  and  the  horse,  and  the  dromedaries,  and  having 
taken  some  of  the  hlood  of  each,  collect  it  in  one  place,  and  having  broken  the 
sword,  bury  it  with  the  corpses  of  the  slain  under  ground.  Then  we  having 
mixed  the  blood  with  river-water  will  pour  it  into  a  laver,  and  causing 
the  king  to  sit  there,  will  repeat  spells  and  benedictions,  and  afterwards  write 
talismans  with  that  hlood  on  Uie  forehead  of  the  king,  and  smearing  his 
shoulders  and  breast  with  that  mixture  of  blood  and  water,  will  allow  three 
hours  to  pass.  Then  we  will  wash  with  spring-water  the  king's  head,  and 
having  dried  him,  will  make  on  unguent  with  olive  oil,  so  that  the  pernicious 
effects  will  be  altogether  removed :  and  except  this  contrivance  no  help  will 

T'aTert  these  illi,  (may  thej  tbj  lot  ne'er  be '.) 
Sole  plan  u  tkU  that  we  bare  told  to  thee.' 

When  the  king  beard  these  words,  the  fire  of  regret  consumed  the  goods 
of  patience  and  composure,  and  the  blast  of  dismay  gave  to  the  winds  the 
stock  of  his  endurance  and  mildness ;  and  ho  said,  '  0  foes  with  friendly  faces ! 
and  0  foolish  men !  death  is  better  Uiau  this  plan  of  yours,  and  to  drink  the 
beverage  of  fkte  preferable  to  this  proposal  full  of  mischief  When  I  shall 
have  slain  this  group,  some  of  which  are  precious  to  me  as  my  own  soul' 
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and  all  of  whom  are  the  pivot  of  the  state  and  of  its  wealth,  and  the  aooroeof 
the  ornament  of  my  grandeur  and  renown,  what  enjoyment  shall  I  have  in 
life,  and  what  advantage  shall  I  reap  from  continuing  to  exist  ? 

OOUPLBT. 

I  would  hare  life,  that  I  maj  reap  sweet  cooTcne  with  my  well-loved  friend ; 
And  if  that  source  of  joj  should  fail ;  true,  life  may  last,  but  to  what  end  ? 

But  perhaps  ye  have  not  heard  the  story  of  Sulaiman  (on  whom  he  peace !) 
and  the  Heron,  and  the  purport  of  their  conversation  has  not  reached  you  ? ' 
The  Br&hmans  humhly  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  II. 

The  king  said,  '  I  have  heard  that  Sulaiman  {the  blessing  and  peace  of  God 
he  upon  our  Prophet  and  upon  him  ! )  was  a  king  whose  revered  command  was 
adorned  with  the  honor  of  rapid  execution.  Jins,'  men,  animals,  and  hirds, 
hound  the  girdle  of  submission  and  obedience  to  him  on  the  waist  of  their 
souls.  The  writer  of  destiny  had  ornamented  the  diploma  of  his  kingly 
office  with  the  signature,  '  Give  me  a  kingdom  which  may  not  he  obtained  hy  any 
after  me,* '  and  the  groom  of  omnipotence  had  placed  the  saddle  of  his 
authority  on  the  east  wind  as  his  steed ;  so  the  verse,  '  It  hlew  in  the  morning 
for  a  month f  and  in  the  evening  for  a  month,^ '  affords  a  description  of  his 
riding. 

VEB8B. 

Heaven  was  his  senrant,  and  the  sun  his  slave. 

Fortune  obeyed  him,  earth  his  bidding  did. 
Genii  and  men  devoted  service  gave. 

And  ranks  of  beasts  and  birds  his  portals  hid. 

One  day  one  of  the  cherubs  of  the  oratories  of  the  angelic  world  came  to 
see  him,  and  presented  to  him  a  cup  full  of  the  water  of  life,  and  said, 
'  The  Creator  of  all !  May  Hie  greatness  he  glorified  and  Sis  power  magnified  / ' 
has  given  thee  6*60  choice,  and  has  said,  '  Quaff,  if  thou  wilt,  this  cup  ;  and, 
till  the  end  of  time,  be  free,  from  tasting  the  beverage,  '  JEvery  soul  shall 
taste  of  death.'  *  And  if  thou  wishest,  quickly  lift  up  thy  foot,  and  from  the 
comer  of  the  prison  of  humanity,  betake  thyself  to  the  pure  garden  and 
expansive  air  of  divinity.'     Sulaiman  (On  him  be  peace !)  reflected  within 


1  Genii. 

a  Eur'&n,  Fl.  zxxviii,  34;  Mar.  37;  Sale,  p.  341,  1.  31  :  <We  also  tried  Solomon; 
and  plJEU^  on  his  throne  a  counterfeit  body.  Afterwards  he  turned  unto  God,  and  said,  0 
Lord  forgive  me,  and  eive  me  a  kingdom,  which  may  not  be  obtained  by  anj  after  me ;  for 
thou  art  the  giver  of  kingdoms.' 

3  Kur'an,  xxxiv.  11 ;  Sale,  p.  322,  1.  30 :  *  And  we  made  the  wind  gabject  unto 
Solomon :  it  blew  in  the  morning  for  a  month,  and  in  the  evening  for  a  month.' 

^  Eur'&n  xxi.  36 ;  Sale  p.  245, 1.  17 :  'We  have  not  granted  unto  any  man  before  thee 
eternal  permanency  in  this  world :  if  thou  die  therefore,  will  they  be  immortal  ?  Every  soul 
shall  taste  of  death :  and  we  will  prove  you  with  evil,  and  with  good,  for  a  trial  of  you ;  and 
onto  us  shall  ye  return.' 
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himself,  that  the  coin  of  life  ifl  a  stock  with  which  it  is  possible  to  secure  in 
the  bazar  of  the  resurrection  abundant  profit ;  and  that  the  space  of  existence 
is  a  field,  in  which  can  be  sown  the  seed  of  happiness  in  both  worlds  and 
the  plant  of  eternal  felicity. 

COUPLET. 

Too  short  the  hand  of  this  life  is,  To  reach  to  such  enduring  bliss. 

Wherefore,  in  every  point  of  view,  one  ought  to  choose  the  continuance  ^  of 
existence  rather  than  the  allurements  of  extinction  and  annihilation ;  and, 
for  the  two  or  three  days  that  the  reins  of  delay  are  in  the  hand  of  option, 
exertion  ought  to  be  used  to  secure  the  favor  of  the  Almighty. 

HBMI8TICH. 

'T  is  life  that's  past  in  serving  those  we  love. 
Again  he  reflected,  saying,  'The  chie&  of  the  Genii  and  of  men  are 
present,  and  the  leaders  of  the  beasts  and  birds.  I  must  consult  with  them, 
and  whatever  their  unanimous  opinion  may  be,  that  I  must  propose  to  myself 
as  my  rule  in  this  matter.'  He  then  took  coimsel  with  all  the  fairies,  and  men, 
and  birds,  and  all  the  animals,  as  to  drinking  the  beverage  of  life.  All  bade 
him  drink  it,  and  were  comforted  and  glad  at  his  life  being  perpetuated,  in 
which,  too,  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  would  be  included. 

CX)UPLBT. 

*  Enjoy  the  firoit  of  life  eternal  and  of  never-ending  days, 

For  'tis  the  prayer  which  night  and  morning,  old  and  young,  too,  for  thee  raise.' 

Sulaim4n  said,  '  Is  there  any  one  of  aU  my  subjects  that  is  absent  from 
this  assembly  ? '  They  replied,  *  Yes !  the  Heron  has  not  come  to  this 
meeting,  and  is  not  informed  of  this  consultation.'  Sulaimdn  (On  him  be 
peace ! )  sent  the  horse  to  summon  him,  but  the  Heron  declined  to  come. 
Again  he  commanded  the  dog,  saying,  '  Go  !  and  bring  the  Heron.'  The  dog 
came  to  the  Heron,  who  acquiescing  in  his  words,  presented  himself  before 
Sulaiman.  Sulaiman  said,  '  I  wish  to  consult  thee,  but  before  I  tell  thee  the 
subject,  solve  a  difficulty  I  have.'    The  Heron  expressed  his  inability,  and  said, 

HBMI8TI0H. 

*  Who  then  am  I,  that  of  me  that  illustrious  mind  should  think  ? 

Thy  slave  has  not  power  to  solve  any  difficulty,  nor  does  he  deserve  that 
such  a  king,  as  thou,  should  honor  him  by  consulting  him.  It  is  not, 
however,  strange  that  the  great  of  lofty  station  should  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  of  their  humble  subjects. 

COTTPLBT. 

Thou  art  the  sun  and  I  a  mote  most  insignificant, 

It  is  not  strange  the  sun  to  motes  its  fostering  rays  should  grant. 

If  my  lord,  pre-eminent  for  the  dignity  of  the  prophetic  office,  will  fevor 
mc  with  a  declaration  of  that  difficulty,  that  which  passes  through  my  feeble 

^  Nashd  *  growing,*  also  *  an  agreeable  smell.' 

2  0  2 
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mind  shall  be  represented/  Sulaimin  (On  him  be  peace ! )  rejoined,  *  After 
man,  the  most  noble  animal  is  the  horse,  and  the  basest  of  animalfl  is  the 
dog.  What  is  the  meaning  of  this,  that  thou  wonldest  not  come  at  the 
summons  of  the  most  noble  animal,  and  didst  accept  the  invitation  of  the 
meanest?'  The  Heron  replied,  'Although  the  beauty  of  nobility  is  out- 
wardly apparent  in  the  horse,  and  the  most  perfect  gifts  are  luminously 
and  evidently  displayed  in  him,  yet  he  has  not  fed  in  the  mead  of  Mtfafbl- 
ness,  nor  drunk  one  drop  from  the  fountain  of  gratitude. 

OOUPLBT. 

Not  from  thy  steed  expect  to  find  a  seDse  of  fayon  eyer, 

A  horse — a  wife — a  scymitar — these  three  were  foithM  nerer. 

And  notwithstanding  that  the  dog  is  notorious  for  his  baseness,  and  weD- 
known  for  his  impurity,  still  he  has  eaten  the  morsel  of  constancy,  and 
habituated  himself  to  the  custom  of  gratitude. 

COUPLET. 

The  dog  wears  in  his  car  the  ring  of  love, 
Nor  for  one  morsel  will  unthankful  prove. 

And  I,  in  accepting  the  invitation  of  my  lord,  who  is  the  fountain  of 
fidelity  and  the  confluence  of  all  truth  and  sincerity,  did  not  listen  to  the 
words  of  an  unfaithful  animal,  but  gave  heed  to  the  address  of  a  £edthfal 
one.'  Sulaim4n  (On  him  be  peace ! )  approved  of  this  reply,  and  disclosed  to 
hiTTi  the  question  as  to  drinking  the  water  of  life.  The  Heron  said,  *  Wilt 
thou  drink  that  water  alone,  or  wilt  thou  give  a  part  thereof  to  thy  firiends 
and  kinsmen  also  ? '  Snlaim&n  (On  him  be  peace ! )  said,  '  They  have  sent  it 
specially  for  me,  nor  have  they  granted  a  portion  of  it  to  others.'  The 
Heron  replied,  *  0  Prophet  of  God !  how  may  this  be,  that  thou  shouldest 
continue  alive  and  every  one  of  thy  friends  and  companions  and  children,  and 
of  those  who  are  attached  to  thee,  perish  before  thee  ?  I  cannot  imagine 
that  there  could  be  enjoyment  in  such  a  life,  nor  can  I  suppose  that  there 
could  be  happiness  in  an  existence  which  would  be  an  incessant  scene  of 
separation. 

STANZA. 

Prize  high  the  converse  of  thy  friends,  for  know !  the  coin  of  life-time  here 
Was  given  but  to  scatter  at  the  feet  of  those  that  we  hold  dear. 
Oh !  life  is  precious  but  to  view  the  flowers  that  in  the  world  appear, 
This  spectacle  is  joyous  but  when  friends  and  those  we  love  are  near.' 

Sulaimdn  (On  him  be  peace ! )  applauded  what  he  said,  and  declining  the 
envenomed  draught  of  separation,  sent  back  the  water  of  life  untasted  to  the 
place  whence  they  had  brought  it. 

And  I  have  cited  this  story  to  show  that  without  this  group  of  beings  t 
do  not  wish  for  life,  and  see  no  diflference  betwixt  my  own  death  and  their 
extinction.     Moreover,  as  a  matter  of  course,  every  kingdom  verges  to  decay, 
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and  every  monorcb  is  on  the  brink  ^  of  departure  and  migration ;  and,  in  the 
end,  this  perilous  journey  must  be  traveled  by  all ;  and  in  this  fearful  cata- 
comb,' for  the  sake  of  two  or  three  days*  transitory  existence,  why  should  I 
take  steps  towards  so  perilous  and  grave  a  measure  ?  and  why,  with  my  own 
hand,  lay  waste  the  foundation  of  my  greatness,  and  the  basis  of  my  enjoy- 
ment ?  Can  ye  not  devise  some  other  scheme  ?  and  contrive  in  a  more  simple 
manner  a  remedy  for  this  misfortune  ? 

HEMISTICH. 

For  I,  what  this  demands,  can  ne*er  fulfil.' 

The  Brahmans  answered,  *  May  the  king  live  long !  the  words  of  truth 
are  bitter,  and  faithful  counsel  appears  harsh.  We  are  amazed  at  the  State- 
enlightening  judgment  of  the  king,  in  that  he  esteems  the  lives  of  others  as 
equally  precious  with  his  own  life  and  person,  and  for  their  preservation 
surrenders  his  precious  existence  and  his  hereditary  kingdom !  He  ought  to 
listen  to  the  advice  of  his  well-wishers,  and  to  repose  confidence  in  the  words 
of  the  disinterested,  and  to  consider  his  own  person  and  his  broad  dominions 
as  an  equivalent  for  all  losses.  It  behoves  him  therefore  without  hesitation 
or  change  of  purpose  to  enter  upon  this  affair,  which  will  be  a  cause  of 
universal  joy,  and  of  tranquillity  to  high  and  low.  It  is  certain  too  that  a 
wise  man  is  attached  to  others  for  his  own  sake ;  and  it  is  not  hidden  from  the 
king  that  it  is  with  a  himdred  toils  that  man  arrives  at  sovereign  power,  and 
the  keys  of  the  treasures  of  dominion  are  acquired  only  by  infinite  exertion. 
To  decide  then  on  relinquishing  the  high  estate  of  life,  and  to  abandon  the 
throne  of  glory  and  good-fortune  appears  far  removed  from  the  path  of  good 
sense.  And  so  long  as  the  king  himself  lives,  he  will  not  want  for  wives  and 
offspring,  and  as  long  as  his  kingdom  is  stable,  there  will  be  no  deficiency  nor 
scarcity  of  articles  of  convenience  and  luxury,  or  of  clever  and  faithful 
servants. 

HEMISTICH. 

If  nought  is  left — ^while  thou  art — all  remainB.' 

When  the  king  heard  these  statements,  and  saw  the  determination  with 
which  they  delivered  these  words,  he  was  very  sad,  and  went  from  the  hall  of 
audience  into  his  private  apartments,  and  from  the  dais  of  his  palace  set  his 
face  towards  the  retirement  of  the  house  of  sorrows. 

COUPLET. 

Since  I,  alas !  to  none  can  tell  the  story  of  my  woes  and  grie^ 
ril  to  myself  lament,  and  in  the  cell  of  sorrow  seek  relief. 

Then,  having  placed  the  face  of  supplication  on  the  ground,  he  let  loose 
the  water  of  regret  from  his  eyes,  and  his  heart  being  roasted  with  the  fire  of 


^  Observe  this  somewhat  rare  sense  of  sharaf. 

'^  That  is,  '  the  world.'    The  words  are  lahd-i  khuftani^  *  grave  in  which  we  must  sleep/ 
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despair,  be  gave  the  harvest  of  patience  and  composure  to  the  wind  of 
spoliation,  and  said,  *  This  cloud  of  mischief,  which  rains  down  the  shower  of 
calamity,  whence  has  it  made  its  appearance  ?  and  this  troop  of  griefs,  which 
has  made  spoil  of  the  goods  of  life  alone,  by  what  channel  has  it  found  its 
way  to  invade  me  ? 

COUPLET. 

While  I  Bate  uninterrapted  with  mj  Mend,  and  sang  elate. 

Who  showed  grief  the  way  to  enter  ?  who  told  sorrow  of  our  state  ? 

How  forsooth  can  one  call  the  death  of  beloved  ones  a  matter  oi  small 
importance  ?  *  and  what  enjoyment  can  one  derive  from  life  without  [seeing] 
the  beauty  of  sons  and  spouses  ?  and  of  what  use  will  my  kingdoiii  bc^  to  mc 
without  my  sons,  who  are  the  light  of  my  eyes,  and  the  fruit  of  my  heart, 
and  who  are  my  solace  in  the  present  life,  and  my  hope  after  treading  the 
path  of  death  ? 

COUPLET. 

Of  nought  do  fiithers  stand  in  so  much  need, 
Nought 's  dearer,  than  sons  worthy  to  succeed. 

And  Iran-dukht  (from  the  well  of  whose  chin  the  fountain  of  the  radians 
sun  is  but  a  drop,  and  the  dawning  light  of  the  bright  moon  but  a  glimmer 
from  the  reflection  of  her  brilliant  face;  whose  cheek  is  like  the  time  of 
happy  fortune,  fresh  and  joyous,  and  whose  locks,  like  the  nights  of  adversity, 
are  dark  and  raveled ; 

VBRSB. 

Her  cheek  is  peerless  like  the  sun  through  all  sublunar  space. 
The  young  moon  stole  its  crescent  from  those  arch6d  eyebrows  twain  ; 

The  fountain  of  day's  glory  is  my  fair  one's  radiant  face, 
And  rubies  from  her  red  red  lips,  do  added  lustre  gain ;) 

possesses  the  power  of  fascinating  by  her  society,  and  of  exhilarating  the 
soul  by  her  companionship ;  and  without  her  what  fruition  can  I  have  in 
life  ?  And  if  my  vazir  Balar  (whose  luminous  judgment  is  a  light-increasing 
sun  in  every  night  of  emergency,  and  the  ray  of  the  taper  of  whose  intellect 
is  a  gloom-dispelling  light  in  the  darkness  of  every  critical  event ; 

COUPLET. 

Without  the  aid  his  restless  pen  aye  bring;8. 
No  rest  were  certain  for  the  throne  of  kings ;) 

were  not  before  the  throne  of  my  glory,  how  would  the  building  up  of  the 
State,  and  the  lustre  of  administration,  and  the  plenishing  of  the  treasuries, 
and  the  acquisition  of  desired  objects,  be  possible  ?  And  when  the  page  of 
the  counsels  of  the  secretary  Kamal  (of  whose  Angers  the  sublime  limner  of 
the  sky  is  a  pupil,  and  of  the  tray  of  whose  eloquence  Mercury  of  elegant 
style  is  but  a  crumb-eater ;  whose  words  delight  the  heart  like  a  string  of 
pearls,  and  whose  handwriting,  like  scattered  gems,  increases  joy ; 

»  Or  it  may  be,  *  How  can  one  easily  give  the  word  for  the  death  of  thoec  wc  hold  dear?* 
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OOUPLBT. 

Water  and  firo  together  are  commingled  in  his  diction's  grace, 

And  in  his  writing's  beauty,  we  darkness  at  once  and  light  can  trace,) 

is  withdrawn  from  our  sight,  how  can  the  affairs  of  the  provinces  and  the 
events  of  the  neighboring  country  be  known?  or  by  what  device  will 
information  be  obtained  as  to  the  circumstances  of  our  enemies  and  the 
intentions  of  our  foes?  And  whenever  the  line  of  extinction  is  drawn 
through  the  volume  of  the  life  of  these  two  faithful  counsellors  and  efficient 
officers,  which  are  to  the  frame  of  the  kingdom  like  helping  hands  ^  and 
watchful  eyes,  of  course  the  benefits  of  their  advice  and  the  results  of  their 
ability  will  be  cut  off  from  the  State.  Then,  supposing  this  to  be  the  case, 
the  lustre  of  affairs  and  arrangement  of  matters  will  belong  to  the  class  of 
impossibilities.  Again,  without  the  white  elephant  (whose  body  shines  like 
the  lunar  orb,  and  who  is  beautiful  and  swift  as  the  revolving  sky ; 

COUPLET. 

Girt  like  a  fortress  in  an  iron  net ; 
His  tusked  blows  could  castles  overset ;) 

how  could  I  advance  to  meet  the  foe  ?  Moreover,  without  those  two  other ' 
elephants  (which,  in  the  ranks  of  war,  like  tumultuous  floods,  bear  down 
the  enemy ;  and,  like  a  whirlwind,  carry  off  men  from  amid  the  battle ; 

COUPLET. 

With  their  huge  trunks  the  lasso's  circles  making, 
And  in  these  fetters  Tsliant  warriors  taking ;) 

how,  in  the  day  of  conflict,  shall  I  break  through  the  hostile  ranks  ?  and 
how,  in  the  moment  of  strife,  shall  I  overturn  the  army  of  my  opponents  ? 
And  if,  too,  I  had  no  longer  any  rapid  dromedaries  (at  the  time  of  whose 
speeding  forth,  the  courier  of  the  east  wind  is  imable  to  distinguish,  even 
from  a  distance,  the  dust  of  their  footsteps;  and  the  messenger  of  the  northern 
breeze  cannot  frame  the  notion  of  being  able  to  accompany  the  pulverized 
atoms  which  their  passage  stirs  up  ; 

COUPLET. 

Thorn-eating,  head-upraising  like  fire,  these, 
And  through  the  desert  traveling  like  the  breeze.) 

how  shall  I  obtain  information  as  to  what  passes  around?  and  by  what 
conveyance  transmit  the  imperial  commands  through  the  kingdom?  So, 
without  that  fleet  steed,  of  rapid  pace  and  steely  sinews,  and  lightning 
movements,  and  dazzling  speed  (which  would  kindle  in  the  heart  of  the 
Bakhsh  of  Kustam  the  brightness  of  the  lightning  of  the  fire  of  calamity ; 
and  the  nimbleness  of  whose  motions  would .  make  the  rose-colored  tears  [of 
envy]  roll  from  the  eyes  of  the  Shabdfz  of  Ehusrau, 


1  I  read  with  the  MSS.,  datUgify  for  the  doH-gird  of  the  editions. 
^  I  do  not  know  the  exact  meaning  of  piskizak  applied  to  an  elephant.    The  word 
properly  signifies  *  the  scale  of  a  fish.' 
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COVPLBT. 

A  flteed  that  in  a  single  rush  would  strain, 

Thongh  long  as  hope,  quite  through  the  extended  plain.) 

how  could  I  bopo  to  spread  tho  carpet  of  enjoyment  ?  and  in  wbat  maoBer 
could  I  carry  off  the  ball  of  hilarity  from  the  plain  of  mirth  with  the  bat  (^ 
pleasure  ?  Lastly,  without  the  sharp  sword  (which  is  of  the  form  of  wats, 
so  that  the  fire  of  sedition  is  quenched  by  the  water  of  its  terror,  and  is  fieiy 
in  its  dealings,  so  that  the  honor  ^  of  the  State  is  sustained  by  the  awe  it 
inspires; 

COUPLST. 

Thy  hlne  sword  shows  its  water  on  its  blade. 
Like  violet  fresh  with  drops  of  rain  o'erlaid.) 

what  impression  shall  I  make  in  war  ?  And  when  I  am  left  destitute  of  these 
instruments  and  with  my  own  hand  render  useless  a  number  of  my 
supporters,  what  enjoyment  can  I  reap  from  my  kingdom  ?  and  what  relish 
can  I  derive  from  life  ?    And  in  truth, 

HsmsncH. 
If  't  is  so  passed — ^we  cannot  count  it  life.' 

To  be  brief,  the  king  dived  for  a  while  day  and  night,  in  the  ocean  of 
reflection,  yet  found  not  the  gem  of  coimsel  by  which  he  could  grasp  the 
clue  of  hope.  The  mention  of  the  king's  reveries  was  spread  among  the 
Pillars  of  the  State,  and  the  abstraction  of  the  monarch  became  known  to  all 
the  favorites  of  the  imperial  court.  The  vazfr  Baldr  bethought  liiTngplf^ 
'  If  I  am  the  first  to  endeavor  to  lay  bare  this  matter,  and  before  a  hint  is 
given  me  from  the  king,  if  I  open  the  subject,  it  will  be  far  removed  frcHn 
due  respect  and  reverence.  While,  on  the  other  hand,  if  I  choose  to 
be  supine  and  adopt  a  course  of  hesitation  and  delay,  it  will  not  be  comform- 
able  to  sincere  and  marked  attachment.'  He  therefore  went  to  Iran-dukht 
and  after  offering  the  usual  salutations,  began  to  utter  benedictions,  and  said, 

OOUPLBT. 

*  Thou  who  on  high  ^  hast  set  the  curtain  of  thy  chastity, 
While  Gabriel '  attentiye  waits  the  haram  of  thy  honor  by  ! 

It  is  not  unknown  to  thy  sublime  mind,  that  from  the  day  when  I  obtained 
the  honor  of  insertion  on  the  string  of  the  attendants  of  this  court — ^whose 
pomp  resembles  that  of  heaven, — ^to  this  moment,  the  king  has  concealed 
nothing  from  me,  and  has  not  thought  it  right  to  enter  upon  affairs,  either 
small  or  great,  without  consulting  me.  Yesterday  he  once  or  twice  sum- 
moned the  Brdhmans  and  conferred  with  them ;  and  to-day  he  continues  in 
private  and  sits  thoughtful  and  dejected.     Now  thou  art  the  queen  of  the 


*  An  equivoque  is  intended,  as  dbru  is  lit.,  *  water  of  the  face.* 

*  JSar  *aUiyinj  *  in  excelsis.*  3  Ruh~%  atnhi,  *  the  faithful  Spirit.' 
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time  and  die  partner  of  the  affections  of  the  prince ;  and  the  people, 
and  Boldiers,  next  to  the  king's  &Tor,  look  hopefully  to  thy  botmty ;  while 
thy  commands,  after  the  mandate  of  the  king,  are  regarded  by  them  as 
second  in  the  management  of  afiairs.'  It  is  advisable  that  thou  shouldest 
go  to  the  king,  and,  having  teamed  the  state  of  the  case,  fbvor  me  with 
information  regarding  it,  that  we  may  engage  with  all  despatch,  in  such 
measures  as  may  appear  salatary.  For  the  Brahmans  are  perfidious  and 
malevolent,  and  I  fear  lest  by  their  deceptions  they  may  induce  him  to  steps 
which  will  result  in  regret  and  repentance ;  while  aft«r  an  event  has  taken 
place,  remorse  and  contrition  are  unavailing. 


Befora  th'  event  precantioDa  should  be  wed.' 
Ir&n-do^t  replied,  '  Beproo&  have  pteed  between  me  and  the  king,  and 
some  angry  hints  have  been  thrown  out.  I  am  ashamed  while  this  is  the 
case,  to  intrude  on  the  king's  privacy  and  to  loose  my  tongue  to  ask  an 
explanation,'  The  vairfr  rejoined,  '  0  queen  of  the  world  1  Reproof  «  the 
offoring  of  dear  frienda, — chiding  is  a  cause  of  the  stability  of  friendship's 
basis,  and  a  reason  of  the  permanence  of  the  foundation  of  attachment  and 
cordiality. 

Thou  maytt  be  Croward,  tnd  I,  too,  ma;  chide ! 

Friends  are  by  fsDlts  and  chidings  best  allied. 
On  this  occasion  thou  must  put  aside  this  lovers'  quarrel,  for  since  the  king 
is  overwhelmed  with  anxiety,  and  long  and  painful  excogitation  has  made 
him  sad,  his  servants  and  attendants  ought  not  to  show  such  boldness  [as  to 
intrude],  and  save  thyself,  none  can  open  this  door  with  the  key  of  advice. 
Moreover,  I  have  repeatedly  heard  the  king  say,  'Whenever  Iran-dukht 
comes  to  me — though  I  be  sad — I  appear  joyful,  and  am  freed,  by  her 
auspicious  presence,  from  the  fetters  of  grief  and  despondency.'  Go,  then, 
and  discover  this  affair,  and  thus'  confer  a  vast  &vor  on  all  the  royal 
retinue  in  court.'  Iran-dukht  then  approached  the  king,  performed  the 
usual  obeisance,  and  said, 

'Far  be  from  thee  both  care  and  pain,  and  fortone't  iUeaairelll 
Thou  art  oui  heart's  ease  and  liie'e  joj,  and  dost  our  griefs  dispel. 
What  is  the  reason  of  thy  gloom,  and  the  cause  of  thy  anxiety  ?  and  if  any 
thing  has  reached  thy  ears  from  the  Brahmans,  it  is  right  thou  shouldest 
acquaint  thy  slaves,  in  order  that,  aiding  therein,  they  may  perform  the 
servicea  due  from  them.'  The  king  replied,  '  It  is  not  proper  to  ask  a 
question  as  to  a  thing  which  is  of  such  a  nature,  that  if  an  answer  be  given 


'  Lit.,  'looeisg  and  binding.' 

'  MutmcqiiiA  may  pcchapa  bo  tranalaled,  '  by  attending  to  oi 
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it  will  prove  painful  to  the  mind,  [for  it  is  aaid,]  '  Do  noi  ask  abe^  tkkft, 
which,  if  told  to  you,  would  annoy  you.^ '  Iran-dukht  answered,  '  If  tbis 
saffering  is  to  fall  on  the  body  of  the  king^s  dependants,  it  matters  not,  £v 
the  safety  of  the  royal  person  is  a  remedy  for  all  calamities. 

HXMISTICH. 

A  thousand  Utcs  be  offered  up  for  thee ! 

And  if  (which  heaven  forfend ! )  the  thing  has  reference  to  the  predov 
person  of  your  Majesty,  even  then,  too,  let  us  not  give  \)ray  to  perplexity, 
nor  on  any  account  sit  down  desponding;  but  let  us  sho^w  manly  deter- 
mination (for  ^firrn  purpose  is  of  the  purposes  of  kings,  "^^  in  company  with  the 
qualities  of  patience  and  composure.  For  complaining  does  but  augment 
suffering,  and  impatience  makes  our  enemies  happy  and  joyoiis,  and  our 
Mends  vexed  and  chagrined.  Aifl  in  whatever  befalls  man,  when  he  has 
recourse  to  the  strongest  handle  *  patience,  in  the  end  the  face  of  his  desired 
object  appears ;  and  we  may  justly  regard  that  as  the  best  of  objects  is 
which  the  favor  of  God  is  not  lost. 

COUPLET. 

0  heart !  bear  patiently  disastroiiB  things, 
For  patience  in  the  end  good  fortune  brings. 

And  it  befits  the  king,  when  an  affair  of  importance  arises,  and  a  critical 
event  occurs,  not  to  suffer  the  means  of  remedy  and  mode  of  averting 
it  to  remain  uncertain  or  concealed  from  his  perfect  penetration  and 
abimdant  sagacity;  especially  as  there  is  no  deficiency  of  power  and 
ability;  and  the  means  of  dispelling  despondency  and  of  removing  caie 
and  solicitude  are  ready  and  prepared. 

TERSE. 

Thou  hast  treasure  and  retainers ;  kingly  pomp,  wide  realms  hast  thou, 
From  thy  lonely  chamber  stepping,  plant  thy  banner  on  earth's  plain. 

Set  thy  face  toward  thy  object,  let  thy  grief  be  banished  now, 
Make  thy  Mends  rejoice,  and  from  thy  heart  remove  the  load  of  pain.' 

The  king  said,  'If  of  what  the  Brahmans  pointed  out  to  me,  they 
were  to  whisper  a  single  letter  in  the  ear  of  a  mountain,  its  sides,  like 
that  of  the  glorious^  mountain  Sinai,  would  be  rent  asunder,  and  the 
description,  *  And  the  mountains  shall  he  dashed  in  pieces,^  would  be  shown 
to  apply  to  it;  and  if  they  were  to  give  a  hint  of  it  to  the  bright  day, 


*  '  Urtoattfl  touska,  a  proverbial  expression,  signifying,  the  dictionaries  tell  us,  '  genuine 
religion,*  but  here,  *  the  best  course.'     i  have  thought  it  wst  to  translate  the  phrase  literally. 

'  1  know  not  if  the  epithet  iajalli  is  applied  especially  to  Sinai,  in  that  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  appeared  there,  as  it  is  said.  Exodus,  xix.  18:  *^d  Mount  Sinai  was  altogether 
on  a  smoke,  because  the  Lord  descended  upon  it  in  fire ; '  or,  simply. 

3  Kur'&n,  Ivi.  5;  Salejp.  394,  1.  18:  *"When  the  inevitable  day  of  iudpment  shall 
suddenly  come.  .  .  .  When  the  earth  shall  be  shaken  with  a  violent  shock  ;  and  the 
mountains  shall  be  dashed  in  pieces,  and  shall  become  as  dust  scattered  abroad.' 
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sadness  would  turn  it  to  the  color  of  gloomy  night,  and  the  sign, 
Darkness  one  over  the  other,  ^  would  be  manifest  in  it. 

COUFLBT. 

Cursed  were  the  moon  did  it  not  clothe  itself  in  mourning  at  this  woe ; 
Shameless  the  cloud  whence  at  these  horrors  tears  sanguineous  did  not  flow. 

Do  thou,  too,  importune  me  not  as  to  this,  nor  be  over  instant  in  investi- 
gating it;  for  neither  have  I  the  power  to  tell  it,  nor  thou  fortitude  to 
Hsten  to  it.'  Again  Iran-du^t  urged  him  exceedingly  to  tell;  and  the 
king,  to  gratify  her,  having  made  known  somewhat  of  what  was  hidden 
in  his  breast  said,  '  In  one  of  these  nights  I  saw  a  thing,  and  alarmed  by 
the  horror  of  it,  I  disclosed  it  to  the  Brahmans  to  explain  and  interpret 
it;  and  those  accursed  ones  viewed  it  as  expedient  that  men  should  slay 
thee,  together  with  thy  two  blessed  and  noble  sons,  and  the  pure-minded 
vazfr,  and  the  eloquent  secretary,  and  the  white  man-destroying  elephant, 
and  the  other  gigantic  army-crushing  elephants,  and  the  waste-traversing, 
thorn-eating  dromedaries,  and  the  steed  of  fair  paces,  with  the  high- tempered 
sword,  in  order  that  the  calamitous  e£fects  of  that  dream  might  be  averted.' 
When  Iran-dukht  heard  these  words,  the  sigh  *  of  grief  rose  from  the  fire- 
temple  of  her  heart  to  the  aperture  of  her  brain,  and  she  was  near  shedding 
drops  of  regret  from  the  fountain  of  her  eyes.  However,  inasmuch  as  she 
was  wise  and  discreet,  she  swallowed  that  life-dissolving  grief,  and  with 
heart  unmoved,  said, 

COUPLET. 

*  If  for  thy  love  I'm  called  to  perish,  may  thy  Ufe  so  ransomed  be ! 
May  thousand  liyes,  and  like  me,  hundreds,  fall  a  sacrifice  for  thee ! 

The  king  ought  not  to  be  sorrowful  on  this  account,  for  of  what  use  are 
the  lives  of  his  slaves,  if  they  are  not  devoted  to  his  advantage  ?  As 
long  as  his  august  person  is  safe,  and  the  position  of  his  authority  fixed, 
he  will  not  want  for  wives  and  children,  nor  will  his  servants  and  royal 
equipment  decrease.  But  when  the  ill  effects  of  the  dream  are  averted, 
and  the  royal  mind  is  freed  from  this  sorrow,  the  king  must  not  place 
confidence  in  this  perfidious  sect;  and  if  they  exhort  the  king  to  slay  a 
number  of  individuals,  he  must  not  take  this  step  without  reflection;  for 
the  shedding  of  blood  is  a  grave  matter,  and  to  subvert  the  foundations 
of  the  existence  of  a  living  being  is  a  troublous  thing ;  and  if,  (we  take 
refuge  from  it  with  God !)  the  blood  should  turn  out  to  be  ^Tongfully  spilt, 
the  end  thereof  will  be  disastrous,  and  its  punishment  enduring  torment; 


»  Kur'lin,  Fl.  xxiv.  40;  Mar.  41 ;  Sale,  p.  269,  1.  1  :  *  But  as  to  the  unbelievers,  their 
works  are  like  the  vapour  in  a  plain,  which  the  thirsty  traveller  thinketh  to  be  water,  nntil, 
when  he  cometh  thereto,  he  findeth  it  to  be  nothing ;  but  he  findeth  God  with  him,  and  he 
will  fully  pay  him  his  account ;  and  God  is  swift  in  taking  an  account :  or  as  the  darkness 
in  a  deep  sea,  covered  by  waves  riding  on  waves,  above  which  are  clouds,  being  additions  of 
darkness  one  over  the  other  ;  when  oue  stretchcth  forth  his  hand,  he  is  far  from  seeing  it.' 

'  Or,  *  smoke.' 
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and  rej)cntancc  and  regret,  and  ix^morsc  and  anguish,  will  be  then  unavailiDg; 
for  to  recall  the  past  and  to  restore  the  dead  to  life  is  beyond  the  circle  of 
human  ability. 

HSMISTICH. 

Not  by  my  hand  nor  thine  can  this  be  done. 
The  king  must  understand  that  the  Brahmans  are  not  friendly  to  him, 
and  though  they  have  dived  into  science  and  learned  some  problems  as 
far  as  they  have,  still  the  sages  of  the  faith  are  unanimous  on  this  point, 
that  one  of  an  evil  and  accursed  nature  cannot  derive  beauty  from  any 
ornament,  and  that  neither  learning  nor  wealth  can  bestow  on  him  the 
adornment  of  good  faith  and  benevolence.  For  the  impurity  of  a  dog  \s 
unchanged,  though  they  throw  a  chain  of  gold  round  his  neck ;  and  the 
filthiness  of  a  hog  will  not  be  altered  into  cleanliness,  though  they  weie  to 
encase  his  teeth  with  the  same  precious  metal;  and  the  subtle  saying, 
'  Like  an  m»  that  earries  hooks,*  confirms  the  truth  of  this 

OOUPLBT. 

If  knowledge  tonch  the  heart,  it  u  a  friend : 
A  snake,  if  it  does  but  to  show  extend.  ^ 

And  knowledge  is  like  a  sword  with  which  all  may  be  skin.  Those  who 
are  pure  of  mind  and  of  unsullied  natures,  put  to  death  with  that  sword 
the  lusts  and  appetites,  than  which  man  has  no  worse  enemy.  Some  on 
the  other  hand,  who  are  devoid  of  spirit  and  of  impure  dispositions,  afflict 
with  that  same  sword  the  imderstanding  and  the  spirit  through  which 
alone  man  is  ennobled.  Thus,  they  turn  what  ought  to  be  an  instru- 
ment for  repelling  their  foes,  into  an  implement  for  injuring  their  friends. 
And  that  perfect  sage '  alludes  to  this,  where  he  says, 

DISTICHB. 

A  base  man*8  mind  with  science  to  expand, 
Is  to  put  weapons  in  a  robber's  hand. 
Better  to  arm  a  drunken  negro,  than 
To  lavish  learning  on  a  wicked  man.' 
Such  natures  base  will  practise  but  deceit, 
And  with  more  skill  their  wily  arts  repeat.* 


1  Lit.,  *  When  learning  knocks  on  the  body  it  is  a  snake.'  The  only  merit  I  can  dis- 
cover in  these  lines  is  the  play  on  the  words  i/dri^  *a  friend,'  and  mdrl,  'a  snake.'  This 
merit,  such  as  it  is,  seems  to  me  altogether  to  vanish  in  the  reading  of  the  editions,  which 
exhibit  bdrl  bavad  in  the  first  line,  which  would  be  therefore,  '  When  learning  strikes  the 
heart  it  is  a  load.'     I  read,  therefore,  with  the  MSS.,  ydri. 

2  Maulavl  R<imi. 

'  The  reading  of  the  editions  here  is  evidently  incorrect.^  Literallv  translated  it 
signifies,  ^Better  than  that  a  base  man  should  not  come  to  learning  in  the  hand,'  i.e.,  *be 
acc^uired  by  learning,*  which  is  obviously  reversing  matters,  for  the  learning  is  to  come  to 
the  man,  not  the  man  to  the  learning ;  nor  is  there  any  difference  in  the  Persian  idiom  and 
our  own  in  expressing  such  an  idea.  A  MSS.  reads  bih  kih  drad  *ilm  nd  ka»  rd  hidtut, 
whence  I  conjecture  the  true  reading  to  be,  bih  kih  drad  Hlm-rd  tid  hat  bidatt. 

*  These  impracticable  lines  literally  translated  are,  *  Learning  artifices,  burnt  livery 
Learnt  shameful  deeds  and  tricks.* 
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And  their  object  in  this  interpretation  is,  to  secure  an  opportunity  for  revenge, 
and  that  the  wounds  which  have  been  inflicted  on  their  hearts  by  the  royal 
chastisement  should,  by  this  guiloM  artifice  on  which  they  have  imposed  the 
name  of  salutary  regulation,  be  salved  over.  They  will  first  remove  out  of 
their  way  your  sons,  which  are  like  the  king  himself,  and  are  the  counter- 
parts of  the  gracious  Shah,  in  order  that  the  king  may  be  left  without  an 
heir.  Next  they  would  take  away  the  united  nobles,  who  are  the  PiUars  of 
the  State,  and  on  whose  ability  depends  the  populousness  of  these  realms,  and 
the  plenishment  of  the  treasuries,  that  the  people  may  become  turbulent  ^  and 
the  army  dispirited.  They  would  destroy,  too,  the  other  means  of  empire, 
such  as  the  elephants  and  camels,  horse  and  weapons,  that  the  king  might  be 
left  alone  and  helpless.  For  my  own  part  I,  this  poor  slave,  am  of  no 
account ;  and  many  like  me  are  to  be  found  in  the  service  of  the  king ;  but 
[let  me  say]  that  when  they  find  the  king  isolated,  this  vengeful  purpose  will 
in  the  lapse  of  time  be  manifest,  and  that  which  they  have  for  years 
concealed  in  their  minds,  they  will  bring  from  volition  to  execution.  And 
hitherto  they  could  but  contemplate  this  with  impotence  and  perplexity,  but 
when,  having  obtained  full  power,  they  get  the  reins  of  option  into  their  hands, 
their  purpose  is  to  excite  tmnults  in  the  kingdom,  and  set  open  the  gates  of 
mischief.  "For  in  case  the  king  destroys  his  followers,  both  the  soldiers  will 
become  dejected  and  the  people  suspicious ;  and  when  the  civilians  and  the 
military  are  of  two  hearts  and  ten  tongues,  this  becomes  a  cause  of  triumph 
and  exaltation  to  foes,  and,  supposing  this  to  be  the  case,  territory  and  wealth 
depart  from  the  grasp,  and  soul  and  life  fall  into  imminent  peril.  And  kings 
ought  not  to  be  careless  of  the  deceits  and  artifices  of  their  enemies ; 

TEE8B. 

Be  not  secure  of  foes  that  would  thee  harm, 

For  traitrous  are  they  and  defiled  with  sin. 
To  outward  sight  they  breathe  of  friendship  warm, 

But  malice,  rankling,  lurks  their  breasts  within.^ 

Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  if  in  what  the  Brdhmans  have  deemed 
advisable,  there  is  any  relief  or  relaxation  of  anxiety  to  the  king,  of  course 
it  is  not  fit  that  there  should  be  any  delay ;  but  if  there  be  room  for 
postponement,  one  measure  of  caution  may  yet  be  adopted,  which  at  the 
king's  command,  I  will  utter.'  The  king  gave  the  required  permission,  and 
said,  *  What  thou  sayest  is  in  my  belief  clear  of  aU  suspicion  of  doubt,  and 
will  assuredly  be  acceptable  and  listened  to  with  attention.'  Iran-dukht 
continued,  *  The  sage  Kirfdun,  who  is  the  founder  of  the  pedestals  of  eminent 


1  2)i7/r,  *bold,'  'audacious.'    Mi^ht  not  dil-fftr,  'dejected,'  be  a  better  reading? 

2  Lit.,   '  Within  he  knocks  on  the  door  of  iU  faith.'     I  hare  put  the  nominative  to 
'  breathe '  in  the  plural  for  the  sake  of  the  verse. 

3  I  read  with  the  MSS.  fardkhi.    I  can  make  no  sense  of  the  farji  of  the  editions. 
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qualities,  and  the  traveler  of  the  roads  of  Tirtae  and  excellence^  and  who  is 
gifted  with  a  disposition,  which  is  a  storehouse  of  the  precious  things  of 
spirituality  and  wisdom,  and  endued  with  an  intellect,  which  is  a  mine  of 
the  mysteries  of  special  manifestations  and  merit.^ 

COUPLBT. 

HLb  mind,  illumined,  lifts  the  veil  that  hides  faie's  mysteries, 
His  pore  heart  is  acceptable  to  heaven's  all  gracioos  eyes. 

has  at  this  time  made  choice  of  a  retirement  in  a  care  in  the  mountaiiL 
Khazra,^  and  continually  observes  the  recitation  of  faith  in  the  unity  of  God 
and  abnegation  of  self.  Though,  by  origin,  he  is  related  to  the  Brahmana, 
yet  in  sincerity,  and  uprightness,  and  good  faith,  and  rectitude,  he  has  the 
pre-eminence  over  them.  His  sight  is  more  perfect  as  to  the  issue  of  affairs,  and 
his  right-aiming  counsel  is  more  comprehensive  of  the  propulsion  of  calamity 
and  accident.  If  the  king^s  judgment  acquiesce,  this  sage  must  be  honored  by 
being  made  a  confidant,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  dream  and  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  Brahmans  must  be  communicated  to  him.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  he  will  truly  instruct  the  king  as  to  every  particular  thereof, 
and  will  not  withhold  any  circumstance  of  the  explanation  of  what  is  at 
present  hidden.  If  his  interpretation  correspond  with  th\t  of  the  Brahmans, 
all  doubt  win  be  extinguished,  and  it  will  be  right  to  execute  the  same 
resolve ;  and  if  his  directions  are  contrary,  the  luminous  mind  of  the  king 
will  decide  between  right  and  wrong,  and  will  discriminate  sound  advice 
from  perfidy.'  This  speech  pleased  the  king,  and  he  immediately  mounted 
his  horse  and  went  to  the  sage  Karidiin,  and  having  obtained  the  felicity  of 
an  interview  with  the  divine  sage,  who  was  a  gathering-place  of  endless 
virtues,  he  performed  the  required  respectful  salutations.  The  sage,  too, 
fulfilled  the  courtesies  due,  and  said, 

COUPLBT. 

*  Since  Eden's  prince  has  entered  here,  my  hut  is  changed  to  Paradise. 
To  Canaan  wafted  Joseph's  scent,  has  lent  new  lustre  to  these  eyes. 

What  is  the  cause  of  the  procession  of  the  fortune -attended  train  hither  ? 
Hadst  thou  conveyed  thy  mandate,  I  myself  would  have  attended  at  tiie 
court,  for  it  is  in  accordance  with  what  is  right  that  servants  should 
attend  to  minister. 

C0X7PLET. 

Attendance  and  the  claim  to  serve,  to  me 
Commit,  0  Lord !  and  thpu  my  sult6n  be.' 

And,  moreover,  one  may  see  on  the  royal  face  the  marks  of  disturbance, 
and  the  traces  of  grief  are  physiognomically  discernible  on  the  august  coun- 
tenance.    The  king  must  state  the  case,  and  recount  the  cause  of  his  sadness. 


^  A  rare  sense  of  kadam. 

'  That  is,  '  green.'    The  word  also  signifies  ^  heaven.' 


CHAFTSB  XII.      8T0BT   II.  575 

The  king  narrated  in  full  detail  the  circumstances  of  the  vision,  and  the 
interpretation  of  the  Br&hmans.  Kdrfdun  shook  the  head  of  astonish- 
ment, and  having  hitten  the  finger  of  amazement,  said,  'The  king  has 
committed  an  error  in  this,  for  this  secret  was  not  to  he  disclosed  to  that 
sect,  and  this  story  ought  not  to  have  heen  related  to  that  hody  of  men. 

HEMISTICH. 

Secrets  are  suited  not  for  every  ear. 

And  let  it  not  remain  hidden  from  the  royal  mind,  that  these  perfidious 
advisers  are  not  suitable  interpreters  of  these  things,  because  they  have 
neither  reason  to  guide  them,  nor  their  faith  rightly  planted.  "Now  the 
king's  happiness  ought  to  be  augmented  by  these  dreams,  and  he  ought, 
as  a  thank-offering,  to  bestow  on  deserving  objects  an  infinite  abundance 
of  alms ;  for  the  proofs  of  happiness  and  the  testimonies  of  honor  and 
exaltation  are  manifest  and  clear  on  the  pages  of  the  e2q)laLations  of  these 
events.  Every  moment,  events  which  are  to  occur  will  be  in  accordance 
with  his  wish ;  and  every  hour  the  affairs  of  his  glory  and  greatness  will 
.  be  in  order  of  arrangement. 

OOUFLBT. 

Heaven  will  obeeqnious,  Time  thy  slave,  the  sky  thy  captive,  be. 
Fortone  will  serve  thee,  realms  obey,  and  Ufe  and  hopes  agree. 

And  I  will  at  this  very  time,  fully  deliver  the  interpretation  of  every  thing 
that  has  occurred,  and  repel  with  the  shield  of  wisdom,  the  arrow  of  the 
artifices  of  those  counsellors. 

HSMIBTICH. 

If  thou  an  arrow  hast,  I've,  too,  a  shield. 

First,  those  two  red  fishes  which  stood  on  their  tails,  are  ambassadors,  who 
will  come  &om  Sardndfp  and  who  will  present  to  the  king  two  strong 
elephants  with  four  hundred  ratls  ^  of  red  rubies,  in  envy  of  whose  color  the 
heart  of  the  pomegranate  will  be  filled  with  blood ;  and  the  body  of  fire,  in 
jealousy  of  their  rays,  will  hide  itself  in  the  secret  chamber  of  the  stone. 
And  those  two  ducks  and  the  goose,  which  fiew  after  the  king  and  alighted 
in  front  of  him,  are  two  horses  and  a  mule  which  the  King  of  Delhi  will 
send  to  his  Majesty  as  a  present ;  and  those  two  steeds  will  have  voices  of 
thunder,  the  fiery  spirit  of  lightning,  keen  sagacity,  and  unflagging 
energy. 

STANZA. 

On  the  earth's  face  their  hoo&  the  crescent  stamp, 

Their  forkM  ears  darts  on  the  air  imprint. 
Their  streng:th  of  joint  no  stump's  weight  can  damp, 

Nor  dragging  reins  their  generous  ardor  stint. 

And  that  mule  is  a  carrier,  fleet  as  the  wind — spirited  as  fire,  such  that  it 


^  Rati  is,  says  the  Dictionary,  a  pound  of  twelve  ounces. 
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passes  swifk  as  lightning  over  roads  and  narrow  gorges;  and  like  the 
thunderbolt,  with  the  wound  of  its  hoof  brings  fire  out  of  stone. 

OOUPLBT. 

Silrer-hoofed,  with  reiiu  of  gold ;  fleet  of  pace,  it  speedeth  on ; 
Heayen's  orchard  ia  its  paatare-ground,  ita  drinkiiig-plaoe  the  sun. 

And  that  snake  which  twisted  round  the  king's  foot,  is  a  sword  of  fieiy 
efficacy  and  of  high  temper,  which  in  the  day  of  battle  showers  from  the 
fountain  of  its  blue  water  a  torrent  of  liquid  rubies,  and  scatters  o'er  its 
diamond-colored  surface,  particles  of  cameHon  and  coral  sand. 

OOUPLBT. 

Conquest  and  triumph  ever  on  thy  lustrous  sword  attend ! 
Nay,  victory  in  it  does  with  an  outward  figure  blend. 

And  that  blood  with  which  the  king  found  himself  stained,  is  a  scarlet  robe 
ornamented  with  gems  which  they  will  bring  as  an  offering  to  the  royal 
wardrobe  from  the  imperial  city  Ghaznah.  And  that  white  mule  on  which 
the  king  was  mounted,  is  a  white  elephant  which  the  Sultan  of  Bfjanagar  is 
sending  for  the  royal  service,  and  the  king  will  enjoy  the  pleasure  of 
exercise  on  that  elephant.  It  will  be  huge  as  a  cloud,  and,  in  the  ranks 
of  war,  will  make  its  emerald-colored  trunk  like  a  lustrous  ruby  with  the 
blood  of  the  brave ;  and  with  its  dragon-taming  tusk,^  which  is  united  to  a 
mountain  of  iron,  it  destroys  a  whole  world  in  an  instant  of  time. 

OOUPLBT. 

A  form  whose  mountaln-hugenefls  fills  the  waste 
UnpiUared,  on  four  pillars — amoved  with  haste.' 

And  that  which  blazed  like  fire  on  the  august  forehead  of  the  kii^,  is 
a  crown  which  the  King  of  Sailan '  is  sending  as  a  gift ;  which  is  such 
a  diadem  that  the  ornament  of  its  circlet  may  vie  with  the  highest  region 
of  the  blue-colored  heaven ;  and  by  the  radiance  it  showers,  it  will  make 
every  hair  of  the  sovereign  that  wears  it  a  string  of  jewels. 

OOUPLBT. 

Upon  the  sky  where  shines  the  moon,  reflected  fall  its  radiant  beams. 
And,  like  Mukanna's  ^  magic  work,  a  second  Queen  of  Night  it  seems. 

And  the  bird,  which  struck  its  beak  on  the  King's  head,  betokens  that 
some  slight  disaster  is  to  be  looked  for,  but  the  consequences  are  not  so 
important  or  injurious.     The    utmost  of   it    is,    that  the    king  will  for 


>  The  printed  edition  here  correctly  reads  hu4anddn  instead  of  the  meamngless  biddn  of 
the  lithographed  edition,  and  of  some  MSS. 

2  Extraragance  of  metaphor  can  no  further  go.  The  first  line  seems  to  me  corrupt,  but 
I  find  no  variety  of  readings.  *^ 

»  Ceylon.  But  we  have  had  the  King  of  Sar&ndip,  i.e.  Cevlon,  sending  two  elephants 
and  four  hundred  ratls  of  rubies  before.     This,  however,  is  a  trifle  to  interpreters  of  dreams. 

*  Mukann'a,  the  Veiled  Prophet  of  Khurfisfen,  of  whom  Moore  has  sung  so  well  He 
was  a  thaumaturgist  who  raised  an  appearance  like  the  moon  from  a  well  at  Nakhshah!  He 
flourished  AH.  163.  ~ 
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some  days  avert  his  £ace  from  a  dear  Mend  and  an  affectionate  com- 
panion; and  the  conclusion  of  it  will  be  beneficial  and  fortunate.  This 
is  an  account  of  the  interpretation  of  the  visions  of  the  king,  and  in  that 
he  saw  them  at  seven  successive  times,  this  shows  that  envoys  will  anive 
on  seven  distinct  occasions  with  the  presents  of  princes  to  his  august 
court;  and  the  king  will  be  gratified  and  delighted  by  the  receipt  of 
those  valuables,  and  the  acquisition  of  those  precious  things.  Moreover, 
he  will  be  rendered  felicitous  by  the  stability  of  his  good-fortune  and 
the  continuance  of  life;  and  it  behoves  the  emperor  of  the  world  here- 
after not  to  make  worthless  persons  the  confidants  of  his  secrets ;  nor  until 
he  has  tested  the  wisdom  of  a  man,  to  consult  with  him  in  an  afilGdr  of 
importance. 

OOXTFLET. 

Thou  shouldBt  a  man  a  hundred  times  test  well ; 
And  not  till  then  to  him  thy  secrets  tell. 

And  it  is  the  very  essence  of  wisdom  to  regard  it  as  a  sacred  duty  to  shun 
altogether  the  society  of  audacious,  impure,  base,  and  unprincipled  men; 
and  not  to  arrange  the  precious  jewel  of  one's  own  self  on  the  string  of 
men  fatuous,  of  mean  spirit,  and  accursed  nature. 

00X7PLET. 

See  how  the  water  murmnrs  at  its  lot,^ 
When  it  meets  comrades  that  do  suit  it  not.' 

When  the  king  had  heard  this  discourse,  he  immediately  made  repeated 
prostrations  in  thankfulness,  and  e2q)ressed  his  acknowledgments  to  that 
auspicious-minded  old  man,  who,  like  the  Messiah,  had  given  to  his  lifeless 
heart  unbounded  happiness ;  and  said,  *  The  divine  favor  has  bestowed  on 
me  the  aid  of  success,  and  guided  me  to  your  highness  wise  and  joy- 
bestowing,  so  that  by  the  happy  influences  of  the  blessed  spirit  of  your 
holiness,  the  difficulties  of  distress  have  been  exchanged  for  the  advantages 
of  tranquillity. 

OOUPUBT. 

God  sent  one  voiced  like  Jesus,  who  away, 
Removed  the  griefs  which  did  my  soul  down  weigh. 

Praise  he  to  God  I  a  praisey  lasting  and  eternal  / '  Then  the  king,  with 
glad  heart,  bestowed  the  honor  of  his  alighting  on  the  settled  abode  of 
his  greatness ;  and  for  seven  days,  in  succession,  envoys  aiiived  with  gifts 
and  oiferings,  and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  perfect  sage  had  announced 
conveyed  to  the  place  of  representation,  the  purport  of  the  messages  with 
which  they  were  charged.  On  the  seventh  day,  the  king  summoned  to  a 
private  audience    his  sons,   and    the  vazfr  Balar,   and    Iran-dukhty   and 


1  That  is,  The  river  murmurs  and   frets  when  it  encounters  stones,  sticks,  or  other 
obstacles. 

2  p 
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his  secretary,  and  said,  'I  committed  a  strange  firalt  in  diBclnning  mj 
dream  to  my  enemies ;  and  had  not  the  mercy  of  God  been  a  bar  to  tbdr 
artifices,  and  the  counsel  of  Idin-duk^t  not  opened  the  hand  of  remedy, 
the  directions  of  those  accursed  ones  would,  in  the  end,  have  achieved  my 
destruction,  and  that  of  all  my  kin  and  retainers.  And  whoever  is 
befriended  by  the  Divine  Felicity,  and  supported  by  the  Eternal  Power, 
he  will  assuredly  hold  dear  friendly  advice,  and  enter  upon  affairs  witii 
deliberation  and  reflection;  and  cautiously  avoiding  a  disastroiiB  result, 
will  take  care  not  to  quit  the  place  of  prudence  and  spot  of  vigilance. 
And  they  have  said, 

HEMISTICH. 

*  He  finds  no  rest  who  unreflecting  acts.' 

He  then  issued  his  commands,  that  as  the  minds  of  those  his  beloved,  owing 
to  such  circumstances,  could  not  be  clear  from  grief,  it  was  fitting  that  these 
presents  should  be  divided  among  them,  and  that  a  special  share  should  be 
given  to  Iran-dukht,  who,  by  the  delivery  of  her  sentiments,  had  remedied 
this  affair.  The  vazfr  Balar  said,  '  Thy  slaves  are  for  this,  viz.,  to  make 
themselves  the  shields  of  calamity  in  emergencies,  and  thus  not  to  withhold 
their  lives  and  spirits ; 

HBMIBTIGH. 

He  that  would  serve  thee  must  not  care  for  Ufe. 

And  if  by  the  assistance  of  fortune  and  the  succor  of  felicitous  destiny, 
service  of  this  nature  and  the  fulfilment  of  this  duty  be  attainable,  and  it 
become  possible  to  lay  down  one's  wealth  and  life  in  the  path  of  the  service 
of  one's  benefactor,  a  reward  and  gifts  are  not  to  be  looked  for,  nor  are 
presents  and  requital  to  be  expected.  However,  the  Queen  of  the  Age  has 
exerted  herself  much  in  this  matter,  wherefore  of  these  gifts  the  crown 
adorned  with  jewels,  or  the  scarlet  robe  ornamented  with  gems  befits  her ; 
and  the  king  ought  to  present  her  with  whichever  she  chooses  to  accept' 
The  king  commanded  them  to  carry  both  of  these  things  into  a  private 
chamber,  and  he,  himself,  with  the  vazfr  Balar,  entered.  Now  there  was 
in  the  haram,  another  damsel  whom  they  used  to  call  Bazm  Afruz.^  She 
possessed  a  form  such  that  the  sun  of  the  east  from  shame  on  hcsr  account, 
veiled  his  face  with  the  curtain,  *  Until  the  sun  is  hidden  hy  the  veil  of  night,*  * 
and  the  fresh  rose-leaf,  through  the  diffidence  it  occasioned,  retired  into 
concealment  behind  its  verdant  screen. 


^  '  Lighting  up  the  banquet.' 

s  Kufkn,  Fl.  xxxviii.  31 ;  Mar.  34 ;  Sale,  p.  341, 1.  27  :  *  When  the  horses,  standing  on 
three  feet,  and  touching  the  eround  with  the  edge  of  the  fourth  foot,  and  swift  in  the  couiae, 
were  set  in  punde  before  him  in  the  evening,  he  said,  *  Verily  I  have  loved  the  love  of 
earthly  good  above  the  remembrance  of  my  Lord  ;  and  have  spent  the  time  in  viewing  thcK 
horses,  until  the  sun  is  hidden  by  the  veil  of  nieht :  bring  the  horses  back  unto  me.* 
Solomon  is  the  person  here  spoken  of;  he  is  saia  to  have  forgotten  the  time  of  evening 
prayer  in  looldng  at  these  steeds. 
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YSBSB. 

Small  mouth,  and  oval-fiace,  and  archM  brow, 
Cheek  like  the  red  rose  on  a  verdant  bough : 

With  smile  of  honey  like  the  sugar-cane. 
Neat,  pleasant,  charming,  sweet,  and  succulent. 

Each  time  she  smiled  she  added  a  new  pain 
To  wounded  hearts,  and  them  with  salt  besprent. 

The  king  was  warmly  attached  to  her,  and  although  Iran-dukht  was,  hy  her 
beauty  and  piquancy,  a  mischief  to  the  whole  world ;  and  by  her  grace  and 
elegance,  a  cause  of  agitation  to  the  age;  still  the  king  used  to  give  Bazm  AMlz 
a  turn  with  her,  and  was  one  night  out  of  every  two  in  the  chamber  of  the 
former.  This  day  the  king  commanded  them  to  call  Bazm  Afriiz,  and  they 
brought  the  crown  and  the  robe,  and  the  royal  mandate  was  issued  that 
whichever  Iran-dukht  chose,  the  other  should  fall  to  Bazm  Afrdz.  Iran- 
dukht  was  more  inclined  towards  the  crown,  and  that  golden  constellation 
with  gems  for  stars  pleased  her  most.  Peeling  disposed  towards  this,  she 
looked  towards  the  vazir  Balar  to  see  that  he  approved  of  her  choice.  Balar 
signaled  with  his  eyes  towards  the  robe,  and  in  the  midst  of  his  glance  the 
king  looked  towards  him.  Irdn-dukht  saw  that  that  interchange  of  looks 
was  observed,  and  she  snatched  up  the  crown  in  order  that  the  king  might 
not  discover  their  consultation ;  and  Bal^r  kept  his  eyes  just  as  they  were, 
that  the  king  might  not  observe  the  signal.  And  for  forty  years  after  that  he 
waited  at  court,  whenever  he  approached  the  king  he  preserved  the  same 
strabism,  lest  the  king's  suspicion  should  become  certainty.  Thus,  but  for 
the  cleverness  of  the  vazir  and  the  queen's  own  shrewdness  both  would  have 
lost  their  lives. 

COUPLET. 

Who  makes  good  sense  the  pivot  of  life's  course 
Will  through  the  bonds  of  woe  a  passage  force. 

And  when  Irdn-dukht  had  had  her  wishes  crowned  by  accepting  the  diadem, 
Bazm  Afiruz  also  was  rendered  happy  ^  by  choosing  the  scarlet  robe.  Now, 
according  to  the  custom  aforesaid,  the  king  passed  one  night  with  her  and 
one  night  with  Iran-dukht.  And  it  happened  that  one  night,  when  it  was 
the  turn  of  Iran-dukht,  the  king,  in  accordance  with  the  stipulation,  went  to 
Iran-dukht's  chamber,  who  with  a  face  lit  up  with  joy  and  enchanting  locks, 

COUPLET. 

(She  with  fresh  musk  had  washed  each  several  hair. 
And  in  life's  water  bathed  her  visage  fieiir ;) 


>  Here  are  two  untranslateable  puns :  sar  ajrdzi  ydftan^  *  to  be  exalted,*  *  to  be  successful,' 
might  mean,  if  literally  translated,  *  to  obtain  an  ornament  for  the  head ;'  and  «irAA  Hti 
ahudan,  *  to  be  honored,'  means  literally,  *  to  be  red-faced,'  which  of  course  the  lady  would 
be  from  the  reflection  of  the  scarlet  robe.  In  such  puerilities  and  insipidities  do  Persian 
writers  delight. 

2  p  2 
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had  Bet  her  golden  crown  on  her  head,  and  holding  in  her  hands  a  gokki 
dish  filled  with  rice,  presented  herself  before  the  king.  He  ate  a  mood 
from  the  dish,  and  allocating  himself  in  propinquity  to  her,  illumined  the 
eye  of  his  heart  with  surveying  her  beauty.  At  this  moment  Bazm  Aim 
passed  by  them  clothed  in  the  scarlet  robe,  with  cheeks  like  a  blossomisg 
rose  and  a  face  like  the  moon  when  two  weeks  old. 

▼S&BB. 

A  scarlet  robe  her  symmetry  displayed, 

Like  cypress  with  red  tulips  for  a  margin. 
Her  Turkish  eyes  for  hearts  kept  ambuscade; 

Her  eyebrows  twain  'gainst  breasts  were  shafts  dischaiging ; 
Her  cheeks  shone  brightly  from  her  heavy  tresses. 
Like  moonlight  gleaming  from  night's  dark  recesses. 

When  the  king  beheld  her  he  drew  back  his  hand  from  the  food  and  an 
overpowering  inclination  of  his  mind  towards  her,  and  a  sincere  longing  for 
her  society,  removed  the  rein  of  self-possession  from  the  grasp  of  his  power, 
and  detached  the  guiding-strings  of  repression  frt)m  the  hand  of  choice. 
Approaching  Bazm  Afruz,  therefore,  he  loosed  his  tongue  in  eulogy  and 
applause, 

COUPLET. 

*  0  cypress !  treading  gracefully,  0  young  rose  newly  blown ! 

Eyes,  stature,  cheek,  to  match  with  thine  not  e'en  in  sleep  I've  known. 

By  thus  coming  thou  hast  opened  the  doors  of  joy  in  my  breast,  and  by  this 
graceful  approach  thou  hast  given  to  the  vrinds  the  harvest  of  my  patience 
and  composure.  • 

HBHtSTICH. 

Hail !  fortune,  made  [thrice]  blest  by  thy  approach.' 
He  then  said  to  Iran-dukht,  '  This  crown  which  thou  hast  taken  is  wor&y 
the  head  of  Bazm  Afruz,  and  in  choosing  it  thou  hast  turned  from  the  path 
of  right-dealing  to  the  region  of  error.*  The  jealousy  of  love  seized  the  skirt 
of  Iran-dukht,  and  the  flame  of  the  fire  of  jealousy  fell  in  the  chafing-dish 
of  her  breast.  At  these  words  she  blushed,  and  like  one  distraught,  dashed 
the  plate  of  rice  upside  down  on  the  head  of  the  king,  and  besmeared  there- 
with the  royal  face  and  hair.  Thus  the  interpretation  of  the  dream  which  the 
Sage  had  given,  by  the  occurrence  of  that  contretemps,  turned  out  true.  The 
fire  of  the  king's  wrath  was  kindled.  He  called  the  vazfr  Baldr,  and  told  him 
the  hasty  act  of  which  she  had  been  guilty  and  said,  '  Take  this  fooHsh 
woman  from  my  presence  and  cut  off  her  head,^  in  order  that  she  may  know 
that  such  as  she  are  not  of  such  importance  that  they  should  dare  to  do  such 
audacious  things,  and  we  pardon  them.'  Baldr  led  the  queen  out  and  thought 
to  himself,  '  In  this  matter  it  is  not  right  to  be  precipitate,  for  this  woman  is 
peerless  in  eloquence  and  wit,  and  has  no  equal  in  sagacity  and  intelligence  * 
*  Lit.,  *  strike  the  neck.* 
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and  the  king  will  not  rest  without  seeing  her,  and  hy  the  blessing  of  her  pure 
spirit  and  the  auspicious  influence  of  her  clear  judgment,  a  number  of  persons 
have  been  saved  from  the  whirlpool  of  destruction.  It  is  possible  that  the 
king  will  deny  that  he  authorised  such  haste,  and  irrespective  ^  of  the  king's 
displeasure,  precipitation  in  such  matters  does  not  appear  advisable.  I  have 
no  better  course  therefore  than  to  base  this  transaction  on  deliberation,  in  order 
that  I  may  not  be  ashamed  when  questions  are  put,and  answers  given  thereupon. 

COUPLET. 

When  K&zSs  write  with  caution  their  decree, 
They  will  not  by  the  rulers  '  censured  be. 

I  must  pause,  then,  two  or  three  days.  If  the  king  evinces  repentance,  at 
least  the  opportunity  of  remedying  the  affair  will  not  have  gone  by.  But  if 
he  is  obstinately  bent  on  putting  her  to  death,  and  urgent  for  it,  there  will 
be  no  diflculty  in  slaying  her.  Moreover,  by  this  delay  I  secure  three 
positive  advantages ;  first,  the  merit  of  preserving  an  individual ;  secondly, 
the  acquisition  of  the  king's  favor  if  he  repent  of  her  execution ;  thirdly,  the 
gratitude  of  all  the  people  of  the  realm  for  preserving  to  them  such  a  queen 
as  she  is,  whose  beneficence  is  commimieated  to  all,  and  the  marks  of  whose 
good  works  are  widely  and  completely  diffused.'  He  then  conveyed  her 
to  his  own  house  with  a  number  of  confidential  attendants,  who  used  to 
perform  the  service  of  the  king's  seraglio ;  and  he  commanded  them  saying, 
'  Take  charge  of  her  with  the  utmost  caution,  and  consider  the  utmost  care 
obligatory  as  to  the  respect  and  deference  to  be  shewn  to  her.'  He  then 
himself,  with,  his  sabre  stained  with  blood  and  with  downcast  head  like  the 
moumM,  entered  the  king's  chamber  and  said,  '  I  have  performed  the  king's 
comimand,  and  have  punished  and  chastised  that  disrespectful  one,  who  had 
set  her  foot  on  the  carpet  of  audacity.'  The  king's  anger  was  upon  the 
whole  somewhat  appeased,  and  the  tumultuous  billows  of  the  ocean  of  wrath 
were  calmed.  When  he  heard  these  words,  and  recalled  the  thought  of 
her  beauty  and  perfections,  and  her  good  sense  and  judgment,  he  was  exces- 
sively sorrowM.  Yet  he  was  ashamed  to  shew  signs  of  irresolution,  and  to 
give  an  urgent  command  and  one  for  the  infraction  of  it  close  together,  for  it 
is  self-evident  that  conflicting  orders  are  attended  with  numerous  disadvan- 
tages. He  then  began  to  reproach  himself,  and  said,  '  This  is  thy  ^  fault  in 
that  thou  hast  set  clemency  and  long-suffering  on  one  side,  and,  for  a  slight 
offence,  which,  in  point  of  fact,  might  have  been  forgiven,  hast  exposed  to 
destruction  thine  own  mistress.  Thou  oughtest  not  for  a  fault  so  trivial  to 
have  issued  such  an  order,  but  to  have  assuaged  the  fire  of  wrath  with  the 
water  of  forgiveness. 

^  I  think  I  may  assign  this  sense  to  kit/a-i  nazar. 

^  Daatdr  banddn  '  wearers  of  turbans/  that  is,  ^  great  men  or  learned  doctors.' 

3  In  the  Persian  the  pronoun  here  chan^  from  the  second  to  the  first  person,  a  change 
,  which  would  be  awkward,  if  not  ungrammatical,  in  English. 
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TBBSB. 

A  piece  of  fire  that  fiirioiu  man  will  be 
Whose  breath  the  flame  of  rage  up-kindlea  high ; 

HiB  fiery  wrath  exceeds  all  just  degree 
Who  ne'er  gives  rent  to  a  remorseful  sigh.*  ' 

However,  when  the  vazfr  perceived  the  signs  of  penitence  on  the  coim- 
tenance  of  the  king,  he  said,  '  The  king  ought  not  to  be  pensive,  for  the 
arrow  which  has  leapt  from  the  string  cannot  be  brought  back,  nor  ob 
the  slain  person  be  resuscitated  either  by  strength  or  gold,  and  to  give  war 
to  unavailing  regret  renders  the  body  emaciated  and  the  heart  sad,  and 
nought  can  be  gained  thereby  but  the  distress  of  Mends  and  the  gratificati(m 
of  foes.  Every  one,  too,  w^ho  hears  that  the  king  issued  an  order,  and 
repented  immediately  it  was  carried  into  execution,  will  become  distmstfid 
of  the  firmness  and  steady  determination  of  his  majesty.  But  it  behoved  the 
king  to  have  been  more  gentle  in  this  matter,  and  to  have  avoided  hftrabTipai 
and  severity;  and  like  the  Letter-possessing  King,  to  have  mastered  his 
resentment,  so  that  there  would  have  been  no  room  for  repentance.  But, 
if  his  command  is  given,  I  will  recount  to  him  a  story.  The  king  repUed, 
*  Of  course  narrate  how  that  was.' 

STORY  III. 

The  right-counBcHng  vazfr  said,  '  They  have  related  that  in  the  capital 
of  Yaman  there  was  a  king  of  a  bright  spirit,  of  an  old  judgment,  and  young 
fortune.  The  eye  of  the  swift-revolving  heaven,  in  the  long  intervals  of  its 
journeys,  had  never  seen  on  the  sky  of  empire  a  sun  like  him ;  and  the  ear 
of  time,  which  tests  mankind,  had,  in  the  space  of  ages,  never  heard  of  a 
governor  who  possessed  his  qualities. 

VBR8B. 

Bright  as  the  son,  at  feasts  his  cheek  was  lit  with  beanty's  flame ; 

He,  dragon-like,  consumed  the  world  in  war. 
And,  by  wide-spreading  bounty,  knew  the  way  men's  hearts  to  tame ; 

Fortune  obeyed,  nor  would  his  wishes  mar. 

Now  this  king  was  fond  of  hunting.  One  day,  in  a  hunting-ground,  he 
galloped  his  steed  joyously  to  left  and  right,  and  threw  around  him  on  every 
side  the  gaze  of  vigilance.  In  those  environs  he  saw  no  quarry,  either 
animal  or  bird,  nor  did  he  behold  a  single  creature  which  was  fit  to  be  the 
prey  of  a  king.  The  monarch  looked  about  him  astonished  at  these  circum- 
stances. Fate  decreed  that  a  poor  wood-cutter,  fix)m  excessive  want 
and  poverty  had  put  on  a  garment  made  of  deer-skin,  and  had  cut  down  a 
quantity  of  brambles  in  that  jungle ;  and,  being  excessively  fatigued  by  that 


'  Here  dud  is  again  ambigtious,  signifying  both  *  smoke,'  and  '  sigh.' 
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labor,  had  reclined  against  the  side  of  a  rock.  The  king's  sight  fell  on  him 
from  a  distance,  and  imagining  it  was  a  deer,  he  directed  a  heart-piercing 
arrow  against  it. 

YEBSE. 

A  fiery  dart,  which  diving,  blood  'gan  spill,^ 
Like  heaven's  bolt,  upon  that  wretch  did  light. 

Mischief  distinguished  not  'twixt  good  and  iU, 
And  thus  he  erred  although  he  aimed  aright. 

In  short,  when  the  king  came  up  to  the  quarry  and  beheld  the  man  with 
his  breast  transfixed,  and  his  heart  full  of  blood,  he  was  sorely  grieved  and 
distressed,  and  began  to  tear  the  face  of  repentance  with  the  nail  of  self- 
i^proach;  and  being  afflicted  at  that  rashness  and  precipitation  which  had 
caused  him  this  regret  and  contrition,  he  made  many  excuses  to  the  wood- 
cutter, and,  for  salve-money,  bestowed  on  him  a  thousand  dinars  of  red  gold. 
Downcast  he  then  turned  his  reins  towards  his  capital,  and  condescended  to 
alight  at  the  door  of  the  hermitage  of  a  pious  recluse,  who  was  celebrated  in 
that  city  for  his  sanctity  and  holiness,  nay,  was  renowned  and  famous  all 
over  the  world  for  his  guidance  and  spiritual  directions.  He  then  begged  cf 
the  holy  man  a  piece  of  advice,  which  might  augment  his  dignity  in  this 
world,  and  in  that  to  come  be  a  cloak  to  offences.  The  pious  man,  by  way  of 
e2q)osition  and  gracious  explanation,  said,  *  0  king !  a  quality  which  ensures 
happiness  in  this  world,  and  felicity  in  the  world  to  come,  is  the  controlling 
angry  feelings,  and  at  the  time  when  wrath  is  about  to  overpower  us,  to 
make  choice  of  mildness. 

VEB«E. 

Who  kindles  up  the  flame  of  wrath  on  high, 
Hope  not  from  him  the  ways  of  courtesy. 
When  hot  the  champings  of  thy  spirit  wax, 
Pull  back  the  reins  until  thy  fiiry  slacks.' 

The  king  said,  *  I  know  that  the  taste  of  the  bitter  beverage  of  long- 
suffering  is  much  relished  by  the  palate  of  reason,  but  in  the  time  of 
anger  I  cannot  make  mildness  ruler  over  my  passions ;  and  at  the  moment 
when  they  are  inflamed,  I  cannot  bring  myself  under  control.'  The  pious 
man  replied,  *  I  will  write  three  letters,  and  do  thou  deliver  them  into  the 
hand  of  a  select  officer,  and  a  confidential  and  faithful  person ;  in  order  thaty 
when  he  beholds  the  marks  of  an  alteration  of  temper  on  thy  countenance, 
and  perceives  the  fire  of  thy  anger  and  inconsiderateness  to  be  kindled,  he 
may  read  one  of  them  to  thee.  It  is  probable  that  when  the  lesson  it 
inculcates  is  made  evident  thy  mind  will  be  soothed.  And  if  he  finds  that 
the  flame  of  thy  rage  has  not  been  quenched  by  the  water  of  that  admonition, 
let  him  call  in  the  aid  of  the  second ;  and  if  the  rebellious  spirit  is  untamed 

^  The  first  line  seems  to  intend  a  play  on  words,  on  tKulah,  *  flame,'  and  ghtark^ '  immer- 
sion in  water; '  dar  dvardan  is  'to  bring  forth,'  *to  produce.'  The  arrow  then  produced 
*■  imnftrsion '  in  the  body.    The  conceit  is  most  forced. 
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by  that  also,  let  him  show  the  third  letter  to  thee.  I  am  in  hopes  tJiat  the 
misfortune  of  that  harshness  will  thus  be  exchanged  for  tenderness  and  kind- 
ness ;  and  when  the  darkness  of  resentment  is  dispelled,  assuredly  the  rays  of 
clemency  and  gentleness  will  replace  it. 

HEMISTICH. 

When  fiends  retire,  good  angels  come  instead.' 

The  king  was  pleased  with  these  words,  and  the  recluse  having  written 
three  letters,  gave  them  to  one  of  the  king's  attendants.  The  meaning  of 
the  first  letter  was,  '  While  thou  still  retainest  the  power  do  not  place  the 
reins  of  choice  in  the  grasp  of  the  possession  of  thy  passions,  for  they  will 
plunge  thee  iuto  the  whirlpool  of  everlasting  destruction.'  The  contents  of 
the  second  letter  were,  '  In  the  time  of  wrath  be  merciful  to  those  in  thy 
power,  in  order  that  in  the  hour  of  retribution  thy  superiors  may  be  merciful 
to  thee.'  And  the  substance  of  the  third  writing  was,  *  In  issuing  thy  com- 
mands, do  not  overstep  the  bounds  of  the  law,  and  under  no  circumstances 
abandon  what  is  just. 

▼BBSS. 

What  though,  as  king,  thy  mandate  speed  unchecked ! 

Play  not  the  tyrant— cruel  deeds  are  banefuL 
Thy  lips  may,  like  the  rose,  with  smiles  be  decked ; 

But  victims'  eyes,  like  clouds  in  March,  are  rain-full. 
Nor  boast  the  palace-garden  of  thy  sway, 
Soon  thou  must  all  forsake  and  pass  away.' 

The  king  took  leave  of  the  devotee,  and  returned  to  his  capital ;  and 
continually,  in  the  assembly  where  he  issued  his  commands,  especially  in 
the  moment  of  his  wrath,  they  recited  to  him  these  three  letters ;  and,  for 
the  reliauce  which  he  placed  in  them,  they  called  him  the  *  Letter-possessing 
King.'  Now  this  monarch  had  a  concubine,  of  &ax  £ace  and  pleasing 
manners,  in  stature  like  the  cypress,  moon-cheeked,  ruby-lipped,  silver- 
chinned,  partridge-gaited,  parrot-speeched, 

COUFLBT. 

Moon-faced,  of  mu«ky  fragrance,  hearts'  delight, 
Soul-expanding,  heart-deceiving,  and  moon-bright. 

The  intoxicated  narcissus  was  enamoured  of  her  love-sick  eye,  and  the 
agate  of  Yaman  had  its  heart  crimsoned  with  blood  at  her  sweet  ver- 
milion lips.  The  beauties  of  the  region  of  Cathay  were  captives  in  the 
fetters  of  her  curling  tresses;  and  the  coquettes  of  Kashmir  had  their 
hearts  chained  by  affection  for  the  links  of  her  ringlets  ftill  of  windings 
and  curls, 

COUFLBT. 

Fair  one !  is  there,  can  there  be,  a  beauty  wanting  to  thy  cheek  ? 

Of  love's  brightest  fascinations  have  we  aught  there  still  to  seek  ?  • 
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The  beauty  of  her  condition  derived  lustre  from  the  mole  of  modesty ;  and 
the  bride-chamber  of  her  beauty  was  adorned  with  the  ornament  of  chastity 
and  continence.  The  king's  heart  was  so  attached  to  her  good  qualities, 
that  he  withdrew  himself  from  the  society  of  his  royal  lady,  and  from 
dalliance  with  his  other  female  slaves.  The  king's  bride,  from  jealousy  of 
him,  was  always  shedding  the  tears  of  poignant  regret ;  and  in  order  to  get 
rid  of  the  damsel,  through  resentment  and  envy,  stirred  up  all  kinds  of 
stratagems.  In  short,  she  disclosed  her  vexation  to  the  tire-woman  of 
the  seraglio,  and  asked  her  aid  in  killing  the  king,  and  removing  the  girl. 
The  tire- woman  answered,  '  Inform  me  what  thing  the  king  so  admires 
in  the  damsel,  and  what  part  of  her  it  is  that  he  gazes  on  most?'  The 
queen  replied,  *It  has  been  observed,  when  they  have  been  sleeping 
together,  that  it  is  her  apple-like  chin,  which,  from  its  excessive  clearness, 
thou  wouldest  say  is  a  frxdt  suspended  near  the  water  of  life;  or  a  soft 
quince,  which  the  hand  of  Omnipotence  has  placed  upon  the  citron  of  her 
throat,  upon  which  he  bestows  many  kisses,  and  expresses  by  his  gestures 

C0X7FLBT. 

'  Invite  me  not,  0  holy  man !  to  enter  Eden's  garden  fair, 

The  apple  of  her  chin  outvies  the  fruits,  the  flowers  that  blossom  there.' 

The  tire- woman  rejoined,  *  I  have  found  out  an  easy  way  to  remove  the 
king  with  all  despatch.  Our  advisable  course  is  for  thee  to  give  me  some 
deadly  poison,  that  I  may  mix  it  with  indigo,  and  go  to  the  apartment  of  the 
damsel,  and  make  a  mole  with  it  somewhere  about  her  chin  and  throat.  So 
when  the  king,  in  a  state  of  inebriety,  applies  his  lips  to  it,  he  will  die  on 
the  spot,  and  thou  wilt  be  quit  of  this  distress.'  The  queen  was  delighted  at 
these  words,  and  got  ready  for  her  what  she  wanted,  and  the  tire- woman,  in 
the  manner  described,  compounded  an  artful  mixture,  and  having  placed  it 
in  a  casket  of  guile,  went  to  the  girl's  chamber,  and  with  black  artifice 
placed  a  mole  on  the  chin  of  that  moon,  and  thus  lodged  dark-visaged  Hdrut^ 
on  the  brink  of  the  water  of  B&bal. 


1  See  Sale's  Kur'&n,  p.  12, 1. 22,  '  But  the  devilB  believed  not ;  they  taught  men  sorcery,  and 
that  which  was  sent  down  to  the  two  angels  at  Babel,  Harilt  and  Marilt.'  On  this  passage 
Sale  has  the  following  note  {i) : — *  Some  say  only  that  these  were  two  magicians,  or  aneels 
sent  by  QtfA  to  teach  men  magic  and  to  tem^t  them.  But  others  tell  a  longer  fable ;  uiat 
the  angels  expressing  their  surprise  at  the  wickedness  of  the  sons  of  Adam,  after  prophets 
had  been  sent  to  them  with  divine  commissions,  God  bid  them  choose  two  out  of  their  own 
number  to  be  sent  down  to  be  jud^  on  earth.  Whereupon  they  pitched  upon  Hardt  and 
Marilt,  who  executed  their  office  with  integrity  for  some  time,  ull  Zohara,  or  the  plsmet 
Venus,  descended,  and  appeared  before  them  in  the  shape  of  a  beautiful  woman  bringing  a 
complaint  against  her  husband  (though  others  say  she  was  a  real  woman).  As  soon  as  they 
saw  ner,  they  fell  in  love  with  her,  and  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  her  to  satisfy  their 
desires ;  but  she  flew  up  a^ain  to  heaven,  whither  the  two  angels  also  returned,  but  were  not 
admitted.  However,  on  the  intercession  of  a  certain  pious  man,  thev  were  allowed  to  choose 
whether  they  would  be  punished  in  this  life  or  in  the  other ;  wnoreupon  they  chose  the 
former,  and  now  suffer  punishment  accordingly  in  Babel,  where  they  are  to  remain  till  the 
day  of  judgment.    They  add,  that  if  a  man  nas  a  fancy  to  learn  magic,  he  may  go  to  them 
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COUPLET. 

That  mole  U  placed  upon  her  chin,  a  tempting  hait,  a  dangcroiu  snare ; 

0  God !  from  fortune's  erils  shield,  and  aye  protect  the  good,  the  fair. 
Now  the  king  had  a  slave  who  possessed  the  entree  into  th^  seraglio.  It 
so  happened  that  he  overheard  behind  a  curtain  the  conversation  of  the  qneea 
and  the  tire-woman,  and  saw  with  his  own  eyes  the  latter  go  to  the  chamber 
of  the  slave-girl,  and  put  the  mole  on  her  cheek.  The  call  of  loyalty  and  gra- 
titude impelled  him  to  acquaint  the  girl  with  that  deceit.  He  could  however 
find  no  opportunity,  and  the  king,  too,  was  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  and  it 
was  noways  possible  to  make  known  to  him  that  secret.  At  length  the  king, 
according  to  his  familar  and  wonted  custom,  entered  the  apartment  of  the 
girl,  and  from  excessive  intoxication  fell  asleep.  As,  however,  gratefal 
affection  laid  hold  of  the  skirt  of  the  slave,  he  softly  approached  the  pillow  of 
the  damsel,  and  with  the  comer  of  his  sleeve  wiped  away  the  mark  of  the 
indigo  from  her  chin.  Meanwhile  the  king  awoke,  and  beheld  the  slave 
with  his  hand  extended  to  the  girl's  chin.  The  heat  of  jealousy  placed  him 
on  the  fire  of  wrath,  and  with  his  diamond-like  sword  he  made  at  the  slave. 
The  latter  ran  out  from  the  private  chamber,  and  the  king  issued  in  pursuit  of 
him  with  his  scymitar  drawn.  A  confidential  officer  was  standing  there,  and 
held  the  letters  in  his  hand.  When  he  beheld  the  king  incensed,  he  advanced 
and  displayed  one  letter.  The  ocean  of  the  king's  fury,  however,  was  not 
calmed  thereby.  He  then  uttered  the  contents  of  the  second,  yet  the  fire  of 
mischief  was  not  quenched.  But  when  the  third  letter  reached  the  place  of 
representation,  the  king  allowed  himself  to  be  somewhat  composed  and 
calmed,  and  swallowed  the  bitter  draught  of  anger.  He  then  called  the  slave 
kindly  to  him  and  said,  '  Why  didst  thou  do  this  bold  deed  ? '  The  slave 
truthfully  detailed  the  circumstances ;  whereupon  the  king  called  his  bride, 
and  exerted  himself  to  an  extraordinary  degree  in  inquiry  into  that  treason, 
and  examining  into  that  deceit.  The  queen  denied  the  facts,  and  said,  '  The 
slave  lies,  and  I  have  often  noticed  this  abandoned  and  worthless  wretch 
doing  similar  things  to  the  girl.  But  I  was  ashamed  on  the  king's  account  to 
make  known  his  impudence.  Besides  it  might  possibly  have  been  supposed 
that  I  was  calummating  them  through  jealousy.  Kow,  Praise  be  to  God ! 
the  king  has  seen  it  with  his  own  eyes.  To  admit  of  any  pause  therefore  in 
destroying  the  traitor  is  injurious  to  the  royal  character  for  justice,  and  when 
anger  takes  place  in  its  proper  season,  it  is  doubtless  many  degrees  better 
than  clemency. 

COUPLET. 

The  thorn  is  but  for  burning,  it  For  placing  in  the  coUar  were  unfit.* 

I  — 

and  hear  their  voice,  but  cannot  see  them. — This  story  Mohammed  took  directly  from  the 
Persian  Magi,  who  mention  two  rebellious  angels  of  the  same  names,  now  hung  up  by  their 
feet  with  their  heads  downwards  in  the  territory  of  Babel.  And  the  Jews  have  something 
like  this  of  the  angel  Shambozai,  who,  havinr  debauched  himself  with  women,  repented,  and 
by  way  of  penance  hung  himself  up  between  hcaycn  and  earth.' 
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The  king  looked  towards  the  slaye,  who  said,  *  0  king !  prosperous,  and 
the  means  of  the  tranquillity  of  the  age !  it  is  possible  that  the  remains  of  this 
powder  may  still  be  in  the  tire- woman's  box.  If  the  royal  order  be  issued 
for  her  attendance,  perhaps  this  doubt  will  altogether  be  removed.'  The 
king  commanded,  and  they  brought  the  tire-woman  and  her  box  into  the 
presence,  and  gave  her  a  little  of  that  indigo  powder  to  eat.  The  instant 
she  swallowed  it  she  died ;  and  when  the  true  state  of  the  case  was  thus 
made  known  to  the  king  he  imprisoned  the  queen,  and  gave  the  slave  a 
writing  of  liberation,  and  committed  to  his  charge  the  government  of  some 
districts  of  that  kingdom.  So  that  world-protecting  monarch,  inasmuch  as 
he  adorned  the  face  of  his  own  proceedings,  with  the  ornament  of  clemency, 
was  saved  from  being  harmed  by  the  tire- woman ;  and  by  the  blessing  of  his 
gracious  endurance,  escaped  the  injury  of  that  black  deed ;  and  a  secret  of 
such  peril  was  made  known  to  him,  and  he  was  enabled  to  discern  between 
friend  and  foe. 

And  I  have  adduced  this  story  that  in  the  mirror  of  the  clear  judgment 
of  the  king,  this  beautiful  idea  may  shew  itself,  that  kings  ought  in  no 
affair  to  act  precipitately,  nor  without  reflection  and  due  thought,  to  order 
anything  to  be  put  in  execution. 

STANZA. 

like  a  fierce  fire,  or  a  raging  ocean, 

CommandB  of  monarchs  may  destroy  a  world. 
It  fits  not  then  in  times  of  wild  emotion, 

The  thunders  of  their  will  be  round  them  hurled.' 

The  king  said,  '  I  have  erred  in  giving  this  order,  and  the  words  passed 
my  lips  in  a  moment  of  anger.  At  least,  then,  thou  oughtest,  as  beflts  the 
character  of  prudent  counsellors,  to  have  observed,  therein,  due  deliberation. 
And  it  is  strange  that  thou  shouldest  have  chosen  to  be  so  precipitate  and 
put  to  death  such  a  peerless  lady.'  The  vazir  replied,  '  For  one  woman  the 
king  ought  not  to  suffer  his  august  mind  to  be  so  troubled  that  he  may  not 
be  kept  back  from  the  enjoyment  of  intercourse  with  the  other  servants  of 
his  seraglio. 

COUPLBT. 

What,  has  the  cypress  perished  ?    Tes !  but  N&rran  *  flowers  the  eye  still  bless : 
The  tulip's  gaudy  bloom  is  o'er,  then  mark  the  jasmine's  loveliness.' 

When,  from  the  tenor  of  the  vazlr's  words,  the  king  understood  that 
Irdn-dukht  had  been  slain,  a  sigh  issued  from  his  bosom,  and  falling  into 
the  whirlpool  of  grief,  he  was  saying  to  himself, 

OOUPLET. 

*  Freely,  0  breast !  indulge  in  grief;  for  lo ! 
My  heart  stands  girt  to  emulate  thy  woe.' 


^  Ndrvan  or  Ndrwwi  is,  perhaps,  the  pomegranate,  or  a  species  of  cherry. 
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Alas !  for  the  beauty  of  the  flower-garden  of  youth,  which,  like  the  rose's 
promise,  has  been  short-lived :  and  alack !  for  that  plant  of  the  garden  of  pro- 
sperity, which  by  the  calamity  of  the  autumn  of  separation  has  shed  its  leaves. 

TBRBB. 

Now  prostrate  in  the  dust,  alas !  the  cypress  of  thy  stature  lies, 
And  earth,  alas !  and  yet,  alas !  that  priceless  gem  o'ercanopies. 
The  place  for  it,  thy  place  indeed,  thy  fitting  place  was  on  our  eyes. 
Alas !  and  yet  again,  alas  I  that  peerless  gem  in  dust  now  lies.' 

He  then  turned  to  his  vazir  and  said,  '  I  am  filled  with  grief  at  the  death 
of  Iran-dukht.'  The  vazir  replied,  '  Three  persons  are  always  the  prisoners 
of  grief,  and  fettered  by  woe.  The  first,  is  he  who  expends  his  energies  in 
doing  iU.  The  second,  is  he  who  does  not  do  good  when  he  has  the  power. 
The  third,  is  he  who  acts  without  reflection,  and  whose  conduct,  being  of  this 
nature,  issues  in  remorse.'  The  king  said,  '  0  Balar !  thou  didst  not  pause  in 
putting  Irin-dukht  to  death,  and  by  the  trouble  thou  tookest  to  no  good 
purpose,  she  perished.'  The  vazir  replied,  *  The  labor  of  three  persons  is 
vain :  first,  that  of  a  person  who  clothes  himself  in  white,  and  practices  the 
trade  of  a  glass-blower;  next  that  of  a  washerman,  who  with  costly 
garments  stands  in  the  water  and  washes  clothes;  thirdly,  that  of  a 
merchant,  who  secures  a  good  wife,  and  having  left  her  at  home  chooses  to 
take  a  long  journey.  And  I  did  not  exert  myself  to  secure  her  death ;  I  did 
but  obey  the  king's  command,  and  in  this  matter  it  is  your  majesty  on  whom 
censure  rightly  falls;  since,  though  his  prudence  does  not  fall  short  m 
noticing  the  issues  of  affairs,  and  his  visual  faculty  comprehensively  surveys 
the  terminations  of  things,  still  in  this  mandate  his  penetrating  sagacity 
fisdled  to  discern,  and  his  right  aiming  foresight  missed  the  deliberation  due. 

CX>XrPLET. 

Prudence  ought  to  have  swayed  the  royal  word: 
Had  it  done  so,  these  things  had  not  occurred.' 

The  king  responded,  '  Cease  these  words  and  bethink  thyself  of  this,  that 
a  longing  to  behold  her  keeps  me  sad,  and  I  know  not  how  to  prepare  a  cure 
for  this  sorrow.'  The  vazir  replied,  *  The  hand  of  remedy  reaches  not  to  the 
skirt  of  this  business,  and  in  this  transaction  regret  is  unavailing;  and 
whoever  plunges  into  a  thing  without  reflection,  and  undertakes  a  matter  in 
which  repentance  is  of  no  use,  will  meet  with  what  that  Pigeon  met  with.' 
The  king  demanded,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

• 

STORY  IV. 

The  vazfr  said,  '  They  have  related  that  a  pair  of  Pigeons  had  coUected 
some  grains  of  com  in  the  beginning  of  summer,  and  stored  them  up  in  a 
retired  place  as  a  hoard  for  winter.     Now  that  com  was  moist,  and  when 
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summer  drew  to  a  close,  the  heat  of  the  atmosphere  had  had  such  an  effect 
upon  the  com,  that  it  dried  up  and  appeared  less  than  it  did  at  first.  During 
these  days  the  male  Pigeon  was  ahsent  from  home.  When  he  came  back 
and  observed  that  the  com  appeared  to  be  less  in  quantity,  he  began  to 
reproach  his  partner,  and  said,  '  We  had  laid  up  this  grain  for  our  food  in 
winter,  that  when  the  cold  became  excessive,  and  from  the  quantity  of  snow 
no  com  was  to  be  found  on  the  fields,  we  might  support  ourselves  with  this. 
At  this  time,  when  pickings  are  to  be  met  with  in  mountain  and  plain,  why 
hast  thou  eaten  our  supplies  ?  and  why  hast  thou  swerved  from  the  path  of 
prudence  ?  Hast  thou  not  heard,  pray,  that  the  sages  have  said, 

COUPLBT. 

'  Now  that  thou  haat  food  in  plenty  do  thy  best  it  up  to  store, 

That  thou  ma/st  still  have  abundance  when  the  harvest-time  is  o'er.' 

The  female  Pigeon  said,  '  I  have  eaten  none  of  this  grain  nor  have  I 
used  any  of  it  in  any  way  whatever.'  As  the  male  Pigeon  saw  that  the 
grain  had  decreased,  he  did  not  believe  her  denial,  and  pecked  her  till  she 
died.  Afterwards  in  the  winter  when  the  rain  fell  incessantly,  and  the 
marks  of  dampness  were  evident  on  door  and  wall,  the  grain  imbibed 
moisture  and  returned  to  its  former  state.  The  male  Pigeon  then  discovered 
what  had  been  the  cause  of  the  apparent  loss,  and  began  to  lament  and 
to  bewail  his  separation  from  his  affectionate  partner.  Thus  he  wept 
bitterly  and  said,  '  Grievous  is  this  absence  of  my  friend,  and  more  grievous 
still  that  repentance  is  unavailing. 

COITFLBT. 

With  prudence  act,  for  haste  will  cause  thee  pain 
And  loss,  and  to  regret  the  lost  is  vain.' 

And  the  moral  of  this  story  is,  that  it  behoves  a  wise  man  not  to  be 
precipitate  in  inflicting  punishment,  lest,  like  the  Pigeon,  he  suffer  from  the 
anguish  of  separation.'  The  king  said,  '  If  I  was  liasty  in  word,  thou,  too, 
didst  show  precipitation  in  deed,  and  hast  plunged  me  into  this  distress.' 
The  vazlr  replied,  *  Three  persons  plunge  themselves  into  distress.  One,  is 
he  who  is  careless  of  himself  in  battle,  so  that  he  receives  a  severe  wound. 
The  second,  is  he  who  has  no  heir,  and  amasses  wealth  by  unlawful  means, 
which  will  be  dissipated  by  accidents,  and  bring  him  punishment  in  the  end. 
And  the  third,  is  the  old  man  who  ties  the  marriage-knot  with  a  profligate 
and  youthful  wife,  and  sets  his  heart  upon  her ;  while  that  wife  every  day 
prays  to  God  for  his  death,  and  disagrees  with  him.'     The  king  rejoined, 

*  From  this  deed  one  may  derive  proof  of  thy  rashness.'     The  vazlr  replied, 

*  Eashness  is  shewn  in  the  conduct  of  two  persons.  One,  is  he  who  deposits 
his  money  with  strangers.  The  other,  is  he  who  makes  a  fool  arbiter  between 
himself  and  his  adversary.  And  I  have  not  chosen  to  act  precipitately  in 
this  affair.     The  utmost  that  I  have  done  is  to  seek  to  obey  the  king  in 
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executing  his  commands.'  The  king  replied,  'I  am  much  grieyed  for 
Iran-dukht.'  The  vazir  answered,  '  It  is  fitting  to  grieve  for  fiye  kinds  of 
women.  The  first,  is  she  who  has  a  beneficent  nature  and  a  noble  mind, 
and  graceful  form  and  perfect  chastity.  The  second,  is  she  who  is  wise  and 
long-suffering,  and  sincere  and  attached.  The  third,  is  she  who  chooses  the 
advisable  course  in  everything,  and  who  is  kind  whether  absent  or  present 
The  fourth,  is  she  who  makes  agreement  and  submission  her  under  and  upper 
garment  in  good  and  bad,  in  welfare  and  adversity.  The  fifth,  is  she  who  is 
of  fortunate  presage  and  happy  augury,  and  the  blessing  of  whose  footstep  is 
manifest  to  her  husband ;  and  Irdn-dukjit  was  adorned  with  all  these  virtues. 
If  the  king  evinces  grief  for  her  loss  it  will  be  but  what  is  right ;  for  without 
a  fEuthful  partner,  there  is  neither  enjoyment  in  life  nor  happiness  in  existence. 

COUPLET. 

It  is  not  80  pleasurable,  friendless,  lone  to  live; 

Life,  alone  and  friendless,  cannot  so  much  pleasure  give.' 

The  king  said,  '  0  Balar !  thou  art  bold  in  thy  language,  and  dost  over- 
step the  bounds  of  respect;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  to 
remove  to  a  distance  from  thee.'     The  vazir  replied,  '  Distance  is  desirable 
from  two  persons.      One,  is  he  who  regards  good  and  bad  as  equal,  and 
imagines  that  future  rewards  and  punishments  do  not  exist.     The  other, 
is  he  who  outwardly  preserves  himself  pure  from  things  prohibited  by  law, 
and  inwardly  from  interdicted    pastimes.'      The  king  answered,   'Do  we 
appear  vile  in  thy  sight,  that  thou  thinkest  fit  to  dare  to  utter  these  words?' 
The  vazir  replied,   'The  great  appear  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  three 
classes  of  persons.     The  first,  is  the  impudent  servant,  who,  in  season  and 
out  of  season,  in  sitting  down  and  getting  up,  and  at  supper  and  breakfast, 
takes  his  place  with  his  master;  and  whose  master,  too,  jokes  with  him, 
and  relishes  his  ribaldry.     The  second,  is  the  villain  domestic,  who  has  the 
control  of  his  master's  goods,  and  opens  the  hand  of  embezzlement  there- 
upon, so  that  in  a  short  time  his  wealth  surpasses  that  of  his  master,  and 
he  thinks  himself  the  better  of  the  two.     The  third,  is  the  servant  who, 
without  deserving  it,  has  confidence  reposed  in  him,  and,  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  secrets  of  his  master,  is  puffed  up  with  that  honor.'     The  king 
said,  '  I  have  tried  thee,  and  thou  wert  better  untried.'     The  vazir  replied, 
'  Eight  persons  cannot  be  tried  save  in  eight  positions :  the  brave  man  in 
battle,  and  the  farmer  in  cultivation,  and  great  men  in  the  hour  of  anger, 
and  the  merchant  in  the  time  of  reckoning,  and  a  friend  in  the  season  of 
need,  and  men  of  a  generous  nature  in  the  time  of  adversity,  and  the  pious 
man  in  storing  up  the  rewards  of  the  final  state,  and  the  learned  man  in 
the  moment  of  discourse  and  discussion.'     In  short,  how  much  soeyer  the 
king  continued  making  displeased  rejoinders  to  the  vazir,  so  much  the  more 
did  the  latter  give  back  answers  sharper  than  the  points  of  darts  dipped  in 
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venom;  and  placing  on  his  tongae^  words  in  keenness  like  a  sword  of 
diamond,  kept  uttering  them ;  and  the  king,  patiently  submitting  to  them, 
peraeveringly  swallowed  those  bitter  draughts. 

TBRBB. 

He  that  is  rational,  is  patient,  too ; 
But  senseless  he  whom  anger  masters.    True, 
Patience,  at  first,  seems  sour  as  poisonous  things. 
It  turns  to  honey,  when  it  inward  springs. 

At  length,  the  yazfr  loosed  the  tongue  of  eulogy,  and  said,  'May  the 
shade  of  the  glory  of  the  king,  the  shadow  of  God,  be  perpetuated  over  the 
faces  of  mankind,  and  may  the  sun  of  his  grandeur  continue  to  shine  from 
the  pinnacle  of  exaltation  and  the  summit  of  greatness !  I,  thy  slave,  who 
with  the  steps  of  boldness  have  traversed  the  plain  of  audacity,  and  have 
ventured  to  chagrin  your  exalted  majesty  with  the.  abundance  of  my  galling 
remarks,  have  done  so  to  test  your  nature,  endowed  with  amiable  qualities ; 
and  thanks  be  to  God  Most  High !  that  if  any  one  seeks  for  the  king's  like, 
and  would  trace  out  one  resembling  him, 

HEMISTICH. 

Save  in  the  glass  and  stream's  reflection,  one  can  nowhere  find  his  peer. 

What  a  noble  nature  is  this,  adorned  with  the  beauty  of  mildness  and 
virtue !  and  how  precious  is  this  character  which  is  beautified  with  the 
ornament  of  patience,  and  composure,  and  amiability !  And  assuredly 
greatness  is  restricted  to  such  a  person,  and  the  name  of  nobility  belongs 
solely  to  the  like  of  one  so  glorious. 

TERSE. 

Greatness  is  not  in  fame  and  rumor  solely. 

Nor  magnanimity  in  vain  conceit. 
The  name  of  *  noble '  is  to  none  more  wholly 

Due  than  to  him  whose  praise  mankind  repeat 

As  virtue-gifted,  and  in  temper  sweet.' 

The  king  said,  '0  Balar!  thou  knowest  well  that  I  have  based  the 
affairs  of  my  empire  on  clemency  and  compassion,  and  laid  the  substructure 
of  my  rule  on  tenderness  and  forbearance.  And  if  sometimes  directions 
have  been  isued  for  the  correction  of  a  party  who,  from  arrogance,  evinces  a 
refractory  spirit,  and  of  those  who  enter  avowedly  and  openly  into  a  position  of 
contest  and  strife,  this  is  done  to  preserve  the  respect  due  to  the  government, 
and  to  keep  in  order  the  regulations  of  the  empire.  Otherwise  the  expanse  of  the 
ocean  of  my  lofty  spirit  is  not  so  limited  as  that  it  should  roll  the  waves  of 
anger  on  the  excitation  of  such  words  as  these. 


I  Lit.,  *  breath.' 
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BTAKZA. 

No  willow  I  whose  leayes  each  breath  makes  tremble, 

Nor  straw  that  shriyeLi  as  fire  onward  climbs. 
The  shout-retuming  hill  I  nought  resemble, 

Nor  cloud  which  winds  make  weep  a  hundred  times.' 

The  vazfr  said,  '  A  commandment  of  that  nature  is  rare,  and  [it  is  said} 
'  The  rare  is  like  the  non-existent^*  and  [the  king's]  mildness  has  ramedied  it 
this  day,  for  in  no  history  have  they  recorded  that  a  fortunate  monarch  and 
a  powerful  ruler  with  a  sharp  dword  and  potent  will,  has  been  seated  on  the 
throne  of  his  g;reatne8s;  while  an  offending  servant,  standing  in  his 
lowly  position,  has  uttered  disrespectful  words ;  and,  stepping  beyond  his  place, 
has  given  his  tongue  free  license.  What,  in  such  a  case,  could  prevent  the 
due  chastisement  being  enforced,  save  vast  clemency  and  perfect  pity  ? 

HEMISTICH. 

The  more  I  err,  the  more  thy  grace  ahounds.' 
The  king  responded,   'When  a  slave  acknowledges    his    crime    and   eees 
with  his  own  eyes  the  trace  of  guilt  on  the  pages  of  his  own  conduct^  of 
course  he  will  be  in  a  position  to  be  excused ;  and  the  beneficent  man  has  no 
alternative  but  to  accept  an  apology. 

HEMISTICH. 

The  generout  will  excuses  aye  admit* 
The  vazfr  answered,  '  0  king !  I  confess  my  guilt,  and  my  ofifence  is  that  I 
have  thought  it  permissible  to  postpone  the  execution  of  the  king's  mandate, 
and  have  delayed  to  put  Iran-dukht  to  death,  and  pausing  through  fear  of 
this  terror-exciting  word,  and  through  dread  of  this  rebukeftd  address,  have 
avoided  precipitation  in  slaying  her.  Now  it  is  for  the  Ving  to  order  and 
command. 

OOXTFLBT. 

Whether  thou  art  gracious,  or  thou  wavest  the  unpitying  sword, 
I  have  bowed  my  neck  before  thee,  as  a  captive  to  his  lord.' 

As  soon  as  the  king  heard  these  words,  the  signs  of  delight  and 
exultation,  and  the  evidence  of  joy  and  gladness  were  evident  on  his 
august  countenance.  He  erected  to  the  summit  of  the  highest  heavens  the 
banner  of  the  performance  of  the  praises  of  God ;  and,  having  performed 
the  prostrations  of  infinite  thanksgivings,  he  raised  his  joyful  shouts  beyond 
the  top  of  the  ethereal  sky  and  said, 

VERSE. 

Glad  tidings  these,  0  Fortune !  that  my  wish  the  door  has  entered  in ; 

The  hapless  lover  finds  once  more  his  soul  the  body  centred  in. 

She,  like  the  rose,  at  whose  perftune,  smiles  did  the  spirit's  lip  illume,  > 

With  radiant  cheek,  more  bright  than  flowers  once  more  my  door  haa  entered  in.' 


The  lithographed  edition  omits  this  second  couplet. 
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He  then  continued,  '  I  was  left  in  amazement  in  that  thou  continuedst  to 
speak  in  such  wise  as  to  lead  me  to  the  belief  that  Iran-dukht  was  slain ;  yet 
I  well  knew  thy  sincere  attachment  and  judiciousness,  and  could  not  but 
think  that  thou  wouldest  delay  the  execution  of  that  order.'  The  vazir 
repHed,  '  My  rejoinders  were  made  in  order  that  I  might  thoroughly  under- 
stand the  king's  purpose,  and  see  whether  he  repented  of  that  order  or 
not.  If  I  had  found  your  majesty  still  bent  on  her  death,  I  should  have 
secretly  hastened  the  despatch  of  that  affair.  Since,  however,  the  king's 
mind  is  more  inclined  to  suffer  her  to  live,  I  have  made  known  my  fault  and 
offered  my  excuses  for  the  delay.'  The  king  responded,  '  Thy  caution  and 
prudence  are  the  more  conspicious  to  me  in  this  affair,  and  my  conffdence  in 
thy  sagacity  and  discernment  has  been  augmented ;  and  I  have  accepted  the 
service  which  thou  hast  done,  and  the  fruits  thereof  will  reach  thee  with 
the  utmost  speed.  Thou  must  now,  this  instant,  proceed  to  Iran-dukht, 
make  known  all  the  circumstances  and  convey  to  her  many  excuses,  and 
respectfully  request,  in  the  best  way  possible,  that  she  will  come  hither, 
which  alone  will  be  a  key  to  the  gates  of  the  acquisition  of  our  desires  and 
the  capital  of  joyful  union  and  delight. 

COUPLET. 

Come !  for  to  meet  thee  is  my  prayer,  the  prayer  Pm  still  repeating ! 
My  ear  is  straining  for  thy  voice — ^my  eyes  to  give  thee  greeting.'  * 

Balar  came  out  from  the  king's  presence  and  conveyed  to  Iran-dukht  the 
good  news  of  her  safety  and  the  happy  tidings  of  her  being  about  to  meet  her 
royal  lover. 

COUPLET. 

0  heart !  complain  not,  like  the  bud,  thy  bloom^thon  canst  not  hasten, 
The  morning  gale  a  breeze  shall  bring  and  thy  closed  state  unfasten. 

Irdn-dukht,  obeying  the  royal  mandate,  hastened  to  wait  on  the  king ;  and 
having  performed  the  requisite  obeisance,  loosed  the  tongue  of  gratitude  and 
thankfulness.  The  king  said,  '  lliou  must  ascribe  this  obligation  to  Balar, 
seeing  that  he  fulfilled  all  that  prudence  could  require,  and  paused  in 
executing  this  purpose.'  Balar  said,  '  I  had  the  most  complete  confidence  in 
the  perfect  clemency  and  compassion  of  your  imperial  majesty,  and  the 
excess  of  your  benevolence  and  infinite  mercy;  and  my  consideration 
sprang  thence  into  existence;"  otherwise,  how  could  a  slave  venture  to 
delay  in  executing  the  command  of  the  sultan  ? '  The  king  replied,  '  0  Balar ! 
be  of  stout  heart,  for  thy  hand  has  free  scope  in  my  dominions,  and  thy 
command  has  obtained  equal  weight  with  my  own,  and  there  shall  be  no  oppo- 
sition to  whatever  thou  mayest  say  or  do  in  loosing  and  binding,  and 
commanding  and  prohibiting.*     Boldr  answered,    'Your  majesty's  former 


*  Lit.,  *  upon  thy  road.' 
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favors  and  bouiiteous  acts  outstrip  all  our  serrices,  and  could  I  obtain  a  life 
of  a  thousand  years'  duration,  I  could  not  return  thanks  for  one  in  a  thounnd 
of  those  bounties. 

COUPLET. 

The  lily  may  its  hundred  tongues  all  use, 
'T  will  fail  to  render  to  the  spring  its  dues. 

But  the  prayer  of  your  slaves  is  this,  that  hereafter  your  majesty  will  not 
evince  precipitation  in  your  acts,  that  the  purity  of  the  conclusion  may  be 
free  from  the  obscuration  of  repentance.*  The  king  responded,  '  We  have 
deigned  to  listen  to  this  counsel  with  the  ear  of  acceptance ;  and  for  the 
future  we  will  not  issue  a  mandate  without  consultation  and  asking 
approval.*  *  He  then  bestowed  on  the  vazir  and  Iran-dukht,  robes  of  honor 
of  great  value,  and  having  moved  jojrfuUy  forth  from  the  dark  cell  of 
separation  into  the  bride-chamber  of  union,  he  set  in  bright  array  the 
assembly  of  mirth. 

COUPLET. 

A  noble  banquet  they  in  order  set, 
And  in  joy's  flower-garden,  smiling,  met. 

A  beautiful  cupbearer  poured  from  a  silver  goblet  pure  wine  to  be  quaffed^ 
by  the  gay  companions,  and  the  delicious  liquid  irrigated  the  plant  of 
enjoyment  on  the  rivulet  of  their  bosoms. 

OOUPLET. 

Bravo  !  the  wine,  to  pleasure  giving  birth. 
Made  brisk  the  mart  of  jollity  and  mirth. 

Sweet-voiced  minstrels  with  harmonious  concert  of  every  kind  of  stringed 
instrument  were  bringing  the  bird  of  the  heart  into  a  state  of  fluttering 
excitement,  and  the  melodies  of  song  were  inviting  to  the  banquet  of  mirth 
and  joy.  The  delicate  trills  of  the  harp  imitated  the  warblings  of  the  bird  of 
a  thousand  songs,  and  the  ravishing  and  tender  tones  of  the  lute  effaced  Ihe 
rust  from  the  mirror  of  the  breasts  of  the  intoxicated. 

YEBSB. 

Singers  like  Venus  with  their  sweet-toned  voices, 

And  goblets  flashing  bright  like  Mercury : 
The  sound  of  mirth  each  swelling  breast  rejoices, 

Just  as  each  fickle  mind  would  wish  the  tone  to  be. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  and  all  the  night  they  spent  in  festivity. 

COUPLET. 

Next  day,  when  mom  with  world-illuming  ray, 
Conducted  night  auspiciously  to  day, 

the  king  gave  a  public  lev^e  and  sate  on  the  throne  of  justice,  and  the  vazfr 
Balar,  having  performed  the  required  obeisance,  demanded  on  his  own  behalf 


^  Ittijdzat  seems  an  unusually  strong  word  for  a  despot  to  use.    It  signifies  '  asking 
leave.' 

2  Lit.,  *  into  the  palate.* 
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and  as  representative  of  the  wife  and  children  of  the  king,  justice  on  the 
Brahmans,  and  recounted  the  interpretation  of  the  dreams  as  they  had 
delivered^  it  in  the  manner  aforesaid.  Wherefore  the  king's  command 
was  condescendingly  uttered,  that  they  should  summon  the  sage  Karfdun 
into  the  presence,  and  the  king  committed  to  his  decision  the  punishment 
of  the  Brahmans.  At  the  suggestion  of  EaHdun,  they  impaled  some 
of  them,  and  casting  the  majority  under  the  feet  of  elephants,  crushed 
them  to  an  equality  with  the  dust  of  the  road;  and  the  sage  said, 
'  This  is  the  punishment  of  traitors  and  the  chastisement  of  the  perfidious. 

YEEBE. 

f 

Who  from  its  sheath  the  cruel  dagger  take, 

Heayen  with  the  same  will  them  decapitate. 
And  none  their  face  like  anvil  rigid  make, 

But  must  the  avenging  hammer's  blows  await.' 

After  getting  rid  of  his  enemies,  the  king  committed  to  his  yazir  the 
government  of  his  kingdom,  and  yielding  himself  up  to  the  delights  of  love 
with  Iran-dul^t,  he  fully  satisfied  the  requirements  of  pleasure. 

Hold  dear  the  night  of  love  and  mirth,  and  take  thy  fill  of  pleasure ; 
The  fortunes  of  the  coming  day  no  foresight  e'er  can  measure. 

This  is  the  story  of  the  excellence  of  mildness  and  composure,  and 
their  superiority  to  the  other  qualities  and  habits  of  kings  and  princes ;  and 
let  it  not  remain  hid  from  the  intelligent,  that  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  the  recital  of  this  narrative,  is  the  admonition  of  the  readers  and 
warning  to  the  hearers,  to  make  the  experience  of  those  who  have 
preceded  them,  and  the  directions  of  the  wise,  a  pattern  for  their  own 
proceedings;  and  to  base  their  religious  and  worldly  affairs,  and  the 
substructures  of  their  transactions  of  to-day  and  to-morrow  on  the  rules 
of  wisdom,  and  the  pedestal  of  prudence ;  and  to  turn  from  impetuosity  and 
rashness  towards  gravity  and  calmness.  And  whoever  is  distingiiished 
by  the  eternal  favor,  assuredly  the  head  of  his  spirit  will  be  adorned 
with  the  diadem  of  courtesy,  and  the  shoulder  of  his  pre-eminence 
win  be  decked  with  the  scarf  of  clemency ;  for  courtesy  and  clemency  make 
an  enemy  a  friend,  and  exalt  a  friend  to  the  position  of  a  kinsman. 

VERSE. 

Dost  thou  consort  with  Meekness — Courtesy  ? 

Thy  rival  will  prove  faithful  as  *  a  comrade  of  the  cave.'  * 
Thou  among  men  make  none  thy  enemy. 

That  with  thee  time  may  circle  on  as  thy  true  friends  would  have. 

^  For  bar  narnt-i  mazkur  takrlr  kardcih  budand,  ooo  MS.   reads  ghalai  takrir  kardah 
budand,  *  as  they  had  wrongly  interpreted.' 

2  Ydr-i  ffhdr,  a  name  of  Abti-bakr,  who  was  with  Muhammad  when  he  lay  hid  in  the 
cave  during  his  flight.     Hence,  any  intimate  companion. 

2  Q  2 
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CHAPTER  Xin. 

ON   THE   SHUNNING   THE    SPEECHES    OF  THE    PERFIDIOUS    AND 

TRAITOROUS    BY    KINGS. 

INTKODUCTION. 
OOUPLBT. 

The  ancient  sage,  who  the  world's  conflicts  knew, 
[In  language  sweet]  thus  wisdom's  veil  undrew. 

And  when  King  Ddbishlfm  had  heard  this  story  from  the  sage  Eidpaf,  he 
offered  praise,  from  the  signification  of  which  the  perfumes  of  friendship 
would  reach  the  nostrils  of  the  saintly,  and  whose  import  gave  intelligence 
of  the  royal  diplomas  of  the  happy  tidings  of  tho  mom  of  feHcity,  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

*  0  thou !  from  whom,  in  problems  dark,  the  reason  light  has  won ; 
And  by  whose  sense  thought's  knotty  points  are  all  'v^dth  ease  undone, 

I  have  heard  the  description  of  the  advantage  of  mildness  and  endurance, 
and  the  detriment  of  impetuosity  and  rashness ;  and  have  comprehended  the 
superiority  of  composure  and  mildness  over  the  other  virtues  of  princes  and 
qualities  of  potentates.  Now  recount  a  story  illustrative  of  kings  retaining 
faithful  and  loyal  servants,  and  point  out  what  class  of  persons  best  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  patronage,  and  return  thanks  most  fully  for  the  benefits 
conferred  on  them.'  The  Brahman,  in  reply  to  the  praises  of  the  king, 
having  arranged  the  offering  of  benediction,  said,  *May  the  most  perfect 
share  and  most  universal  portion  of  every  rare  gift  of  fortune  which  unveils 
its  face  from  the  fabric,  '  Assistance  from  God  and  a  speedy  victory,^  ^  and 
every  felicitous  boon  which  is  displayed  on  the  ornamented  bride's  seat,  *  For 
victory  is  from  God  alone ,  '  be  particularly  bestowed  on  his  highness  the 
ruler  of  the  kingdom ! 


*  Kur^frn,  hd.  13;  Sale,  p.  408, 1.  14:  'Belieye  in  God  and  his  apostle 

And  ye  shall  obtain  other  things  which  ye  desire,  namely,  assistance  from  God,  and  a  speedy 
victory.* 

'^  Kur'&n,  Fl.  iii.  122 ;  Mar.  126 ;  Sale,  p.  47, 1.  5 :  *  And  this  God  designed  only  as 
good  tidings  for  you,  that  your  hearts  might  rest  secure  :  for  victory  is  from  God  alone  the 
mighty,  the  wise.'  I  take  this  opportunity  of  correcting  a  little  slip  in  that  wonderfully 
accurate  work,  G.  Fliigel's  *  Concordance  of  the  Kur'&n,°  the  only  one  I  have  yet  founiL 
Under  md  should  be  inserted  *chap.  iii.  122,'  as  is' proved  by  this  passage  and  by  referrinir  to 

J1. 
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VBU8E. 

0  may  the  garden's  nurse  erase,  with  th*  eastern  breeze's  aid,^ 
The  dost  from  off  the  tulip's  face  and  the  Aighw&n's  blushing  cheek ! 

May  the  glory's  parterre,  whither  gales  from  Paradise  have  strayed, 
Safe  continue  from  the  ravage  of  the  winds  of  autumn  bleak  ! 

The  most  powerful  assistance  in  the  matter,  whereof  the  IfiTig  has  spoken, 
is  to  discern  the  proper  field  for  employing  [each  individual]  ;  and  it  behoves 
a  king  to  test  the  coin  of  his  servants  with  a  variety  of  experiments  on  the 
touchstone  of  trial ;  and  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  assay-value  of 
the  judgment,  and  knowledge,  and  sincerity,  and  prudence  of  each ;  and  so 
to  rely  on  their  temperance,  and  integrity,  and  good  faith,  and  honesty.  For 
the  capital  stock  for  the  service  of  kings  is  truthfulness,  and  truthfulness 
cannot  exist  without  the  fear  of  God  and  uprightness.  And  the  beginning 
of  all  knowledge  is  fear  *  and  awe  [as  it  is  said],  *  Such  only  of  his  servants 
fear  Ood  as  are  endtied  with  understanding,' '  Every  servant  of  the  king  that 
fears  God,  the  king,  too,  will  have  strong  grounds  for  reliance  on  him ;  and 
the  people  will  see  in  him  a  prop  of  hopefulness. 

TEBSB. 

One  who  fears  God  be  o'er  thy  people  set, 

For  'tis  the  pious  man  builds  up  the  State. 
One  who  dreads  Heaven  for  thy  vazir  get, 
•     Not  one  who  fears  the  king  and  his  own  fate. 

And  assuredly  it  is  not  fit  that  a  liar  and  an  untruthful  man  should  be 
raised  to  a  position  of  confidence,  and  should  obtain  the  power  of  access  to 
the  king's  secrets;  for  thence  troubles  will  arise,  and  the  injurious  effects 
thereof  will  be  evident  for  a  long,  long  period.'  The  king  said,  *  This  subject 
requires  detailed  explanation,  for  men  without  birth,  or  dignity,  or  real 
worth,  may  be  adorned  with  some  attractive  qualities,  yet  in  the  end  their 
affairs,  commencing  a  retrograde  movement,  will  become  the  cause  of  shame 
to  their  patrons. 

COUPLET. 

He  that  is  by  nature  base,  though  faithful  he  at  first  may  be. 
Will  alter  in  the  end,  and  prove  bent  on  acting  cruelly.' 

The  Brahman  said,  '  The  distinct  exposition  of  this  matter  is,  that  three 
quaUties  are  required  for  the  servant  of  a  king.  The  first  is  uprightness  in 
action,  for  a  trustworthy  man  is  approved  both  by  the  Creator  and  by 


»  Lit.,  *hand.' 

»  See  Proverbs,  c.  i.  v.  7 :  *  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  knowledge.' 
3  Kur'&n,  Fl.  xxxv.  25;  Mar.  28;  Sale,  p.  328,  1.  29:  *Dost  thou  not  see  that  God 
scndeth  down  rain  from  heaven ;  and  that  we  thereby  produce  fruits  of  various  colors }  In 
the  mountains  also  there  are  some  tracks  white  and  red,  of  various  colors ;  and  others  are  of 
a  deep  black  :  and  of  men,  and  beasts,  and  cattle,  there  are  whose  colors  are  in  like  manner 
various.  Such  only  of  his  servAnis  fear  God  as  are  endued  with  understanding :  verily  Ood 
is  mighty,  and  rcaay  to  forgive.' 
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creatures,  and  is  fit  and  worthy  to  be  entrusted  with  the  secrets  of  Idngg 
and  the  management  of  state-affairs.  The  second  is  truthfulness  in  speech, 
for  the  blemish  of  falsehood  is  a  huge  crime,  and  it  is  an  indispensable  duty 
for  a  king  to  shun  those  who  speak  falsely.  And  if  all  good  qualities  woe 
collected  in  a  person,  and  he  were  celebrated  for  his  gratitude  and  thankful- 
ness, yet  if  he  be  false  in  speech  he  is  not  worthy  of  confidence.  The  third 
quality  is  a  generous  nature  and  high  spirit;  for  a  mean  man,  and  one 
destitute  of  magnanimity  does  not  rightly  appreciate  tJie  value  of  what  is 
bestowed  on  him,  and  of  the  bounty  shewn  to  him.  And  from  whatever 
direction  the  wind  comes,  thither  his  inclinations  are  evinced. 

HEMISTICH. 

When  the  wind  ehangedy  he^  08  it  veered^  veered  too. 
And  they  have  said,  with  relation  to  the  unfaithful, 

COUPLET. 

Plant  firm  thy  foot  in  firicndship's  path,  unshaken  as  the  ground ; 
And  be  not,  like  the  breeze,  each  hoar  in  a  new  quarter  found. 

And  it  behoves  a  king  to  fix  his  eyes  on  the  virtuous  qualities  of  his 
servants,  not  on  their  comeliness  or  strength,*  for  the  beauty  of  the  servants 
of  princes  is  reason  and  ability,  and  their  strength  is  knowledge  and  sagacity. 
And  when  any  one  is  adorned  with  the  ornaments  of  excellent  qualities, 
and  is  free  from  the  practice  of  corrupt  habits,  and  ui^tes  in  himself 
hereditary  virtue  and  acquired  merit,*  and  who  issues  from  the  crucible  of 
trial  pure  and  unsullied  in  the  manner  that  has  been  mentioned,  it  is  right 
that  the  king  should  observe  every  beneficial  measure  in  encouraging  him, 
and  deliberately  and  by  regular  degrees  elevate  him  to  the  different  ranks  of 
flavor  and  stages  of  authority.  Thus  his  honor  will  be  established  in  all  eyes, 
and  his  awe  in  all  hearts.  And  the  sages  have  said,  '  It  behoves  a  king,  in 
encouraging  his  servants,  [to  proceed]  like  a  skilful  physician.  For,  as  the 
latter,  until,  in  the  first  place,  he  has  fully  ascertained  and  distinctly  inquired 
into  the  state  of  the  sick  man,  and  the  duration  of  his  indisposition,  and  the 
nature  and  extent  of  his  sickness,  and  its  causes  and  symptoms ;  and  imtil 
he  has  acquired  perfect  acquaintance  and  complete  knowledge  both  on 
general  and  particular  points,  and  the  evidences  of  the  pulse  and  urine,  does 
not  commence  the  remedies,  nor  ventures  on  prescriptions ;  so  a  king,  too, 
ought  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  circumstances  of  each  of  his  attendants 
minutely  and  generally,  and  inform  himself  of  his  method  of  action,  and 
manner  of  speech,  and  mode  of  procedure.  Then  let  him  begin  to  promote 
him  and  raise  him  to  power,  and  not  place  confidence  in  any  with  too  great 


*  1  am  doubtful  of  these  meanings  of  ttyammui  and  isiizhdr,  but  they  seem  to  suit  the 
pa88Uge. 

*  The  kih  after  muktasah  in  the  editions  had  better  be  expunged. 
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facility,  lest  it  prove  a  source  of  regret  and  repentance.  And  the  principal 
point  is,  that  the  attendants  of  princes  should  be  trustworthy,  and  to  be 
depended  upon ;  as  well  that  the  secrets,  financial  and  administrative,  may 
continue  safe,  as  also  that  the  soldiers  and  people  may  be  preserved  from 
injury  and  harm.  For  if,  which  heaven  forefend  !  one  of  the  favorite 
courtiers  be  led  into  the  evil  quality  of  treason,  and  his  words  be  honored 
with  acceptance  by  the  monarch,  it  is  possible  that  he  may  plunge  some 
innocent  person  into  destruction,  and  thus  cause  disgrace  to  his  prince,  and 
bring  upon  him  evil  consequences  in  the  end.  And  among  the  narratives 
which  relate  to  this  subject  is  the  story  of  the  Gbldsmith  and  the  Traveler.' 
The  king  asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STORY  I. 

The  Brihman  said,  *  They  have  related  that  in  the  royal  city  of  Halab,^ 
there  was  a  fiELmous  king  and  prosperous  potentate,  and  many  princes  of  that 
age  had  drawn  the  ring  of  fealty  to  him  through  the  ear  of  their  minds,  and 
most  of  the  rulers  of  the  time  had  taken  upon  the  shoulder  of  their  heart  the 
cloth  of  obedience  to  his  will. 

STANZA. 

A  leader  througli  whose  goodly  justice  earth  with  wholesome  laws  was  blest, 
A  Csesar  from  whose  radiant  spirit  that  bright  epoch  guidance  gained. 

Whereyer  his  imperial  will  the  stirrup  of  advancing  pressed, 
Thither  triumph  and  good-fortune  with  him,  too,  their  coursers  reined. 

And  this  king  had  a  daughter  sun>faced  and  moon-visaged,  the  light  of 
whose  cheek  had  imparted  splendor  to  the  countenance  of  the  sun,  and  the 
scent  of  whose  musky  ringlets  perfumed  the  nostrils  of  the  age. 

VERSE. 

Her  ruby  lip  the  seal  of  Jamshid's  ring ; 

Her  mouth  was  smaller  than  a  signet's  circle. 
Her  cheek  did  to  the  air  fresh  pinkness  bring ; 

A  himdred  horse-shoes,  envious  glowed  at  her  curl. 
The  Magians  in  their  prayers  turned  to  her  cheek, 
Her  mouth  was  what  love's  mendicants  would  seek. 

The  king  kept  this  gem  unique  from  the  eyes  of  all  others,  and  continued 
to  cherish  her  like  a  royal  pearl,  in  the  shell  of  concealment  and  virtuous 
privacy.  One  day  they  were  preparing  an  ornament  for  this  maid,  and  they 
had  occasion  for  the  services  of  a  clever  goldsmith,  such  a  one  as  might  be 
perfect  in  his  craft.  Now  in  that  city  was  a  Goldsmith,  who  deserved  to 
have  the  glowing  ball  of  the  sun  for  his  melting  operations,  and  for  whose 
silver-smelting  the  bright  crucible  of  the  moon  seemed  a  fitting  laboratory. 


That  is  *  Aleppo.' 
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In  valuing  precious  stones  his  quickness  was  such,  thiat  the  instant  he  saw 
a  shell,  he  knew  the  worth  of  the  pearl  inside  it ;  and  in  assaying  metals, 
his  skill  was  so  great,  that,  without  experimentalising  with  a  touch-stone,  he 
used  to  announce  the  quantity  of  alloy  and  pure  metaL 

YBRSB. 

His  cmft  he  plied  aanduouB  day  and  night, 

Such  was  hiB  craft  all  that  he  did  to  gold 
Was  turned :  each  thing  with  gold  and  silver  dight, 

He  fashioned  so  aa  no  one  else  could  mould. 

The  king  had  heard  his  fame,  and  had  seen  some  of  his  heantifiil  works 
and  excellent  articles,  wherefore  he,  on  this  occasion,  sent  for  him  to  the 
seraglio,  and  held  a  consultation  with  him  as  to  the  prepcuration  of  the 
ornament.  The  Goldsmith  was  a  young  man  of  prepossessing  countenance 
and  sweet  tongue.  During  the  conversation,  the  king's  heart  took  pleasure 
in  his  words,  and  the  royal  mind  felt  an  inclination  to  meet  him  constantly. 
And  he,  day  by  day,  by  the  astonishing  skill  of  his  performances  and  his 
admirable  discourse,  was  fascinating  the  king;  and  every  hour  the  latter, 
too,  shewed  him  more  favor  and  honor,  until  he  became  the  confidential 
visitor  of  the  seraglio,  and  the  princess,  upon  whom  sun  and  moon  had  never 
cast  their  shadow,  admitted  him  to  interviews  [seated]  behind  a  curtain. 

HBKIBTICH. 

He  to  whom  the  heart  is  opened  finds  in  his  friend's  Haram  place. 

And  this  king  had  a  vazir  celebrated  for  the  solidity  of  his  judgment,  and 
notorious  and  well-known  for  the  rectitude  of  his  counsels.  The  writing  of 
his  world-subduing  pen  was  the  victorious  chronicle  of  triumph,  and  the 
effect  of  his  universe-adorning  thought  was  the  fringe  of  the  robe  of  majesty. 
The  pious  and  the  great  used  to  place  confidence  in  his  clear  judgment,  and 
the  landowners  and  leaders  of  the  faith  had  the  stock  of  life  augmented  by 
his  pen,  which  was  gifted  with  the  miraculous  powers  of  Khizr. 

OOXJPLBT. 

Thy  pen,  great  Heaven !  did  singly,  for  religion  and  the  state, 
Life's  water  in  a  hundred  springs  from  one  ink-drop  create. 

When  the  vazfr  saw  that  the  king  went  beyond  the  bounds  of  moderation 
in  his  patronage  of  the  Groldsmith,  and  carried  his  undue  attentions  to  him, 
and  consideration  for  him,  to  the  limit  of  excess,  he,  out  of  pure  attachment 
and  loyalty,  at  a  proper  opportunity  and  a  convenient  time,  on  a  pretext 
which  was  not  beyond  the  circle  of  congruity,  turned  the  reins  of  the  courser 
of  his  discourse  toward  the  affair  of  the  Goldsmith,  and  said,  '0  king !  former 


'  The  editions  wrongly  omit  the  negative  before  garddnidah.    A  few  lines  above  the 
printed  edition  has  *izdr  for  'izdz. 
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eovereigns  introduced  not  axtuianB  into  &e  circle  of  men  of  authority,  nor 
raised  them  above  their  peers  and  fellows.  But  nov  the  king  has  made 
this  person  the  confidential  visitor  of  his  barom,  without  previously  ascer- 
taining, as  he  ought  and  should  hare  done,  his  qualifications.  It  Btrikes  me, 
however,  that  this  person  has  not  a  generous  nature,  nor  is  of  a  guileless 
temperament)  for  his  discourse  is  always  restricted  to  the  injuring  and 
aonoying  others,  and  his  energies  in  the  discharge  of  orders  or  prohibitiona 
are  not  expended  in  the  place  or  time  they  ought  to  be.  From  such  a 
a  person,   therefore,  foithftU  procedure   and  grateful  habits  are  not  to  be 


He  thftt  eipecta  the  base  will  f^thful  be,        Hopes  to  tai  fruit  upon  tlie  willow-tree. 

And  I  have  observed  that  whenever  your  majeaty  is  disposed  t«  reward  or 
show  &Tor  to  any  one  &&t  mean  base  fellow  is  ready  to  wish  himself  dead 
from  chagrin.  And  the  wise  hare  said,  '  It  is  a  characteristic  of  low-minded 
people  that  tliey  cannot  bear  to  see  another  person  liberal  to  another.' 

The  bsse  are  loath  that  olhers  should  succeed  : 

The  miior  from  the  cup  the  iy  will  scare. 
When  thoD  to  ment  a  lo«-hred  wretch  dost  lead, 

'Tis  not  his  portion  only  he  eats  there  ; 

But  sour  chagrin  as  well  that  others  too  may  share. 

And  those  persons  are  more  worthy  to  be  admitted  to  the  king's  society 
who  unite  honorable  descent  with  the  nobility  of  merit.  And  it  is  right  to 
ehun  the  company  of  an  ignorant  low-bred  man,  for  from  associatiiig  with 
persons  of  this  class  vaiious  mischiefs  arise,  and  those  who  are  base  by  naturo 
and  inwardly  impure  hare  no  regard  for  honesty  nor  care  for  uprightness ;  and 
when  these  qualities  are  absent,  we  may  expect  from  such  a  sordid  wretch 
every  &ult  which  enters  the  limits  of  poB3ibility> 

He  that  of  hoaest  feelings  has  no  share, 
What  wonder  if  he  goUtj  acts  should  dare ! 
Of  all  bad  things,  dishonesty  the  worst, 
Indade*  all  crimes  by  which  mankind  is  cuTsed.' 

The  king  replied,  '  This  young  man  has  a  comely  form  and  beauty  of  form 
is  a  sure  indication  of  mental  grace,  for,  '  the  exUntal  it  the  index  of  the 
internal,'  and  the  wise  have  said,  '  the  beauty  of  the  preface  announces  the 
excellence  of  the  body  of  the  work. 

From  a  fair  preface  wise  men  understand,      That  finer  beauties  may  within  be  scanned. 

And  in  that  Hia  Holiness  of  Prophetical  dignity  (on  Aim  It  the  bat  and 
ehoieett  bkuinge  .')  pronounced,  '  Bead  the  letter  of  your  requirement  to  one 
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the  page  of  whose  check  is  adorned  with  the  verse  of  beauty  and  comeliness ; 
and  expect  goodness  firom  one  of «  bright  countenance,  for  the  cheek  of  his 
condition  will  be  adorned  with  the  mole  of  excellence,  '  Seek  far  good  from 
fair-faced  Mootnen^ — ^he  intimated  that  beauty  of  outward  appearance  denote 
mental  grace. 

COUPLBT. 

Suspect  not  evil  of  a  man,  If  outward  grace  in  him  you  scan/ 

The  vazfr  answered,  '  In  the  school  of  wisdom  they  do  not  read  the 
chapter  of  beauty  of  form,  and  they  do  not  think  the  verse  of  perfection  to  be 
in  reality  aught  else  but  amiable  qualities  of  the  mind.  For  there  are  many 
persons  who  ravish  men's  hearts  by  their  grace  of  form,  but  when  they  strike 
the  coin  of  their  spiriti^  nature  on  the  touchstone  of  trial,  they  find 
them  good  for  nothing.  And  it  has  been  entered  among  the  stories  of  sages 
that  a  philosopher  saw  a  handsome  youth,  and  his  heart  yearned  towards  him. 
He  went  forward  and  made  trial  of  the  coin  of  his  real  qualities,  but  he  found 
no  precious  metal  worth  speaking  of.  So  he  turned  away  and  said,  '  It  is  a 
goodly  house  if  there  were  but  some  one  in  it ! ' 

ootTPijrr. 
Walk  in  the  spirit ;  for  two  canes  may  be  alike,  yet  that 
Gives  forth  sweet  sugar,  whilst  of  this  one  can  but  make  a  mat.' 

The  king  replied,  *  From  grace  of  form  we  may  infer  symmetry  of  mind, 
and  one  of  a  well-proportioned  mind  is  worthy  of  notice.  Moreover  since 
during  this  long  period  he  had  no  patron,  it  is  possible  that  some  of  his 
qualities  may  have  deviated  from  the  right  path ;  but  now  we  bestow  on  him 
the  eye  of  patronage,  that  he  may  acquire  praiseworthy  feelings  to  a  degree 
of  perfection.  For  the  effect  of  such  fostering  influence  is  to  turn  a  flint  into 
a  beautiful  ruby,  and  a  lustrous  heart-expanding  gem.  So  too  by  the 
auspiciousness  of  aid  black  blood  becomes  fragrant  civet-raining  musk,  and  a 
drop  of  rain  is  changed  into  a  peerless  royal  gem. 

Through  fostering  influence  water  a  gem 

Becomes ;  and  navel  blood^drops  change  to  musk 
Of  rarest  scent,  when  blessing  hallows  them. 

So  the  transmuting  stone,  on  iron  dusk 

And  valueless ;  does  such  influence  hold. 

As  changes  it  to  pure,  unsullied  gold/ 

The  vazir  replied,  *  0  king !  to  give  encouragement  to  one  that  has  no 
original  purity  of  birth  is  unfitting,  for  it  is  not  every  stone  that  becomes  a 
jewel,  nor  does  all  blood  change  to  fragrant  musk ;  and  if  a  base  person  were 
educated  for  a  thousand  years,  it  is  impossible  to  look  for  goodness  from  him. 

COUPLET. 

Though  one  should  tend  the  willow  i^ith  the  selfsame  care 
As  aloes,  aloe-scent  would  still  be  wanting  there. 
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And  were  they  to  endeavour  to  change  and  alter  the  sordid  man  a  hundred 
times,  his  original  nature  would  remain  unaltered,  and  a  man  of  eminence  has 
pronounced  on  this  head, 

STANZA. 

Men  who  with  low  mean  origin  are  cursed, 
By  changing  fortune  changed  none  e'er  will  sec. 

So  if  the  word  Sag-magas  *  be  reversed, 
Its  anagram  will  aye  Sag-magas  be. 

And  since  this  truth  is  well-established,  it  behoves  a  person  not  to 
associate  with  such  sordid  wretches  that  he  may  not  be  overtaken  in  the 
whirlpool  of  disgrace,  like  that  Prince,  who  from  companying  with  a  Shoe- 
maker was  plunged  into  the  abasement  of  slavery,  and  through  his  friendship 
with  a  Jeweler  arrived  on  the  borders  of  the  plain  of  destruction.'  The  king 
asked,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 

STOKY  II. 

The  vazir  said,  *  They  have  related  that  in  the  territory  of  Fdrs,  there 
was  a  king  of  good  dispositions  and  an  amiable  nature,  who  had  placed  the 
foundation  of  his  sway  on  the  benevolent  inclination  to  cherish  his  subjects, 
and  who  on  the  throne  of  royalty  fully  satisfied  the  requirements  of  a  widely- 
difi^ised  clemency. 

COUPLBT. 

His  greatness  oped  the  hand  of  justice  to  the  whole  of  human  kind, 
And  by  his  awe,  oppression's  feet,  too,  were  in  fetters  firm  confined. 

A  son  was  bom  to  him  on  whose  countenance  the  signs  of  rectitude  and 
nobleness  were  found,  and  on  whose  face  the  marks  of  world-subjugating 
triumph  were  conspicuous. 

COTTPLET. 

When  Mercury  beheld  his  day  of  birth  appear, 

He  straight  pronounced,  *  Lo !  perfect  bliss  ^  is  here ! ' 

And  on  the  shoulder  of  this  boy  there  was  a  black  mole  of  the  size  of  the 
palm  of  one's  hand.  The  king  was  disturbed  at  the  sight  of  this,  and 
inquired  of  the  wise  men  of  the  time  what  that  mark  denoted.  They  replied, 
'We  have  seen  in  ancient  hooks  that  whoever  has  such  a  mark,  many 
dangers  wiU  befall  him,  but  in  the  end  he  will  be  a  great  conqueror  and 
subduer  of  the  world.'  The  king  was  pleased  at  these  happy  tidings,  and^ 
kept  the  eyes  of  fostering  care  fixed  on  his  condition.  And  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  king  lived  a  Shoemaker,  devoid  of  any  nice  sense  of  honor  and 


1  Sag-magcu  *  dog-fiy.'    The  word  does  not  occur  in  the  dictionary,  and  I  know  not 
which  of  the  detestable  msect-brood  is  intended. 

^  S*ad-i  akbar  signifies,   also,   'the  planet  Jupiter/   which  is  said  to  be  the  most 
auspicious  star.     So  ^  enus  is  called  8*ad-i  aigkoTy  '  the  lesser  felicity.' 
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from  birth  a  lewd  fellow.  The  king  observed  towards  him  the  rights  of 
neighborly  feelings,  and  had  assigped  to  him  a  regular  pension  and  a  fixed 
stipend.  And  he  always  passed  his  time  tranquilly  and  in  easy  circumstances 
under  the  shadow  of  the  king's  favor.  When  the  Prince  reached  the  age  d 
four  ^  years,  being  naturally  of  a  frolicksome  temper,  he  used  constantly  to 
come  to  the  Shoemaker's  little  room  and  spend  the  time  in  play.  The  vazir 
being  informed  of  this  state  of  things,  exerted  himself  to  prohibit  and 
prevent  this,  and  said,  'The  sapling  of  the  temper  of  children  is  veiy 
susceptible,  and  turns  in  whatever  direction  people  incKne  it,  and  remaim 
fixed  so. 

VBBSB. 

The  branch,  when  tender,  which  ii  bent  awry, 
If  thou  dost  straighten  it  will  then  come  right : 

Bat  if  two  years  or  three  should  once  pass  by, 
To  straighten  it  will  then  exceed  thy  might. 

My  advice  is  that  the  king  should  restrain  the  Prince  firom  associating 
with  the  Shoemaker,  that  his  reprehensible  qualities  may  not  suddenly  infect 
the  royal  youth,  nor  plunge  the  peerless  spirit'  of  that  luminary  of  the  heaven 
of  empire  into  the  abyss  of  abasement ;  and  that  various  perils  which  are  to  he 
thence  expected  may  not  occur. 

HEMISTICH. 

From  a  foul  spirit  spring  all  hateful  things.' 

The  king  responded,  'He  is  a  mere  child,  and  has  taken  a  fancy  for  the 
Shoemaker,  and  he  is  very  dear  to  me.  It  is  probable  that  if  I  keep  him 
back  from  associating  with  the  man,  he  will  be  vexed,  and  his  chagrin  would 
tend  to  distress  my  heart.  I  will  wait  a  little  till  he  grows  older,  and  can 
discriminate  between  good  and  bad.  We  will  then,  by  admonition,  bring  his 
conduct  into  the  right  way.'  The  vazir  was  silent,  and  the  king  sent  for 
the  Shoemaker,  and  bestowed  many  favors  upon  him,  and  having  given  him 
hopes  of  his  imperial  bounty  for  the  future,  said,  *  Thou  art  my  neighbor, 
and  this  darling  of  mine  has  become  attached  to  thee,  and  his  wish  is  that 
thou  shouldest  be  his  familiar  friend  and  companion,  and  protect  him  frx>m 
fire  and  water.'     The  Shoemaker  kissed  the  ground  of  service,  and  said> 

COUPLET. 

*  May  the  rose  of  the  king's  garden  kindle  up  the  world  with  light ! 
May  the  lamp  of  his  night-hours  like  day's  radiant  torch  be  bright ! 

I,  your  slave,  do  not  find  in  myself  capacity  for  this  post,  nor  perceive  in  my 

1  There  is  an  absurd  mistake  in  the  editions  here,  viz.,  chahdrdah  for  ehahdr  which 
latter  is  the  correct  reading,  as  is  proved  by  the  MSS.  and  by  what  follows  at  p.  61  i   1, 14 
of  the  Persian  text,  {printed  edition,  when  after  ten  years  the  Prince  is  said  to  reach*  his 
fourteenth  year.    Besides  had  he  been  fourteen,  how  could  the  cobler  have  carried  him 
backwards  and  forwards  to  and  from  the  palace  ? 

'  Fardwaah,  though  not  occurring  in  the  Dictionary,  is  evidently  a  compound  of  the 
same  kind  as  mdhicash,  etc. 
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own  person  merit  enough  for  such  a  dignity,  which  is  the  ultimate  object  of 
ambition.^  But  the  imperial  regard  possesses  the  miraculous  powers  of  the 
philosopher's  stone,  and  can  make  black  earth  pure  gold,  and  change  rude 
stones  into  perfect  gems. 

COUPLET. 

The  earth  thou  treodest  prores  instinct  with  life ; 
Stones  at  thy  look  with  golden  ore  grow  rife. 

Mj  hope  is  that  under  the  imperial  auspices,  the  duties  of  attendance  will 
be  in  such  manner  foMlled  that  they  may  attain  the  honor  of  approval.'  In 
short,  he  accepted  the  service  of  the  Prince,  and  boldly  taking  him  up 
brought  him  to  his  own  hut,  and  then  carried  him  back  again  to  the  king's 
palace.  And  at  times  it  happened  that  the  Prince  stopped  aU  night  in  his 
little  room,  and  the  king  showed  his  satisfaction  at  his  familiarity  with  the 
Shoemaker ;  while  the  latter  undertook  the  service  of  the  Prince  in  such  a 
way,  that  every  day  his  favor  with  the  king  increased,  until  he  became 
altogether  the  favorite,  and,  by  reason  of  his  devoted  attendance,  he  carried 
off  the  ball  of  elevation  from  his  compeers. 

HEMtSTICH. 

With  the  bat  of  service  thon  mayst  win  [right  quickly,  honor's]  hall. 

Day  after  day  he  used  to  take  the  Prince  to  wander  over  flower-gardens, 
and  kept  him  till  night  employed  in  sight-seeing  and  amusement;  and 
sometimes  he  spent  the  night  too  in  gardens  and  places  of  entertainment. 
Once  on  a  time,  it  became  necessary  for  the  king  to  take  a  journey ;  and,  when 
he  had  formed  a  fixed  intention  of  going,  with  a  body  of  his  particular 
attendants,  he  sent  for  the  Shoemaker,  and  delivered  the  Prince  anew  to 
his  charge,  and  uttered  a  number  of  injunctions  that  he  would  attend  to  his 
safety.  The  Shoemaker  promised  zealously  to  obey  the  king's  commands, 
and  girt  himself  afresh  to  his  duties.  Now  in  the  environs  of  the  city, 
the  king  had  a  garden,  which  was  a  type  of  the  garden  of  Paradise  above, 
and  a  model  of  the  delightful  region  on  high  in  the  highest  heaven.  The 
breeze  shook  from  the  tresses  full  of  curls  of  its  violets,  a  profusion  of 
pure  musk;  and  the  perfumer  of  the  northern  gale  bore  away  from  the 
entangled  ringlets  of  its  wild  roses'  fresh  ambergris.  The  odoriferous 
shrubs  of  Eden  frx)m  the  perfumes  of  its  flowers  moist  with  dew,  sought  to 
augment  their  freshness;  and  the  blossoms  of  the  trees  Sidrah  and  Tuba 
borrowed  the  quality  of  gracefulness  from  the  variety  of  its  lofty  branches. 


^  It  appears  to  me  that  ndm^  which  is  found  in  the  editions  before  atty  were  better 
omitted,  as  is  done  in  some  MSS. 

*  As  a  substantive  is  absolutely  required  in  this  sentence  aftrr  pur  shikatif  I  read  with 
the  lithographed  edition  and  MSS.  nasrituuhy  for  the  tnuahkinash  of  the  printed  edition,  of 
which  I  can  hardly  make  sense.  Besides,  nasrin  is  also  an  island  where  ambergris  is  found, 
so  that  by  it  we  obtain  an  equivoque,  of  which  the  Persians  are  so  fond. 
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TEB8B. 

Tluit  garden  seemed  like  ParadiBe  in  beauty, 

Like  Houris'  eyes  its  £dcn-flowers  were  shining. 
The  jusmine,  with  narcissus'  bowl,  did  duty 

Cupbearer-like ;  and  ebrious,  reclining 
The  violet  and  red  rose,  hung  :  with  ringlets 

O'er  shoulder  cast,  the  hyacinth  stood  pausing ; 
The  Nasrin  to  the  breeze  unveiled,  ^  and  springlets 
Murmured  softly.    Fresh  pain  to  lovers  cauaiiigy 
The  nightingale  and  bell- voiced  Dnrrfij  *  Bang ; 
And  ravished  nature  on  their  accents  hung. 
The  Prince  very  frequently  used  to  betake  himself  to   pleasant  rambles  in 
this  garden,  and  at  the  very  time  when  the  king  had  chosen  to  travel,  the 
royal   youth  had  formed   the  wish   of  repairing  thither  according  to  his 
wonted  custom,  and  had  set  off  for  the  garden  with  a  few  of  his  slaves  asd 
attendants  who  always  waited  upon  him.     The  Shoemaker   observed  thst 
that  day  the   prince  wore  on  his  head  a  golden   crown,   and  a  garment' 
ornamented  with  jewels,  on  his  person.     The  low  nature  and  sordid  spirit 
of   that   wretch   tempted   him   to  deceit  and  treason,    and    he  thought  to 
himself,  *  This  dress  and  crown  are  as  valuable  as  the  capital  of  a  hundred 
merchants,  nay,  equal  to  the  whole  contents  of  a  thousand  seas  and  mines. 
Just  now  his  father  is  a  long  way  off  from  the  capital,  and  his  mother  and 
all  the  people  of  the  seraglio  are  secure  of  my  fidelity.     My  best  planiB 
to  carry  off  the  boy,  and  having  conveyed  him  to  some  remote  city,  sell 
his  ornaments  and  apparel  for  an  astonishing  sum,  and  pass  the  rest  of  my 
life  in  happiness  and  ease. 

COUPLET. 

Propitious  is  the  time — arise !  to  use  thy  blessings  understand ; 
Since  fortune  turns  her  face  to  thee,  then  let  her  not  elude  thy  hand.' 

In  the  end,  that  wretch  of  evil  end,*  from  the  greedy  desires  of  his  per- 
fidious spirit,  kindled  the  fire  of  mischief;  and,  pouring  the  face-water'of 
integrity  on  the  ground  of  injustice,  formed  a  design  against  the  son  of 
his  lord  and  master.  He  then  imparted  his  intentions  to  a  shrewd  slave, 
who  was  his  confidant,  and  found  means  to  ply  each  of  the  other  attendants 
with  the  wine  of  insensibility ;  and,  having  reduced  the  Prince,  too,  to  the 
same  state,  he  laid  him  in  a  large  box.  Then  when  night  came,  he  fastened 
the  box  on  the  back  of  a  quick-traveling  she-camel,  such  that  the  swift- 
revolving  moon  applauded  the  rapidity  of  her  progress,  and  the  creation- 
traversing  sky  eulogised  her  fleet  movements. 

1  Lit.,  *  exposed  the  cavity  behind  the  car.'  *  The  Durr&j  is  perhaps  the  pheasant 

3  The  j'dmah  is  a  long  gown,   having  from  eleven  to  thirty  breadths  of  cloth  in  the 

skirt,  which  at  the  upper  part  is  folded  into  innumerable  plaits  ;  and  the  bodv  part,  bcin^ 

double-breasted,  is  tied  in  two  places  on  each  side.     See  K&nlin-i  Islfcm,  Appendix,  Dress,  iif 

*  The  double  use  of  the  word  is  in  accordance  with  the  original. 

*  Abrii,  lit.,  '  face- water,'  but  used  to  express  *  honor.' 
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VSRBB. 

*  In  floetness  she  outriyaled  e'en  the  sky ; 

Was  linked  in  running  with  the  moonbeams  fair. 
Like  rushing  floods  she  downward  now  would  fly, 
Anon  like  vapor  spring  aloft  in  air. 

And  he  himself  mounted  a  cream-colored  steed,  which  sped  like  the  life  of 
the  prosperous,  and  came  on  like  sudden  death.  In  going  it  tripped  up* 
arrows,  and  its  bcunds  consumed  the  heart  of  lightning  [with  jealousy]. 
Were  they  to  have  given  it  the  rein,  it  would  have  carried  off  the  baU  of 
speed  from  thought  itself;  and  had  they  struck  it  with  the  lash,  it  would 
have  leapt  from  the  globe  of  earth  to  the  dome  of  heaven. 

VEBSE. 

Deep  the  blows  of  his  tramplings,  the  hoofe  of  his  specd,^ 
Stamped  the  Earth-Fish's  ^  immense  back,  the  moon's  countenance. 

Not  the  sky  e'en  in  swiftness  from  him  took  the  lead, 
Nor  the  wind  to  compete  with  him  dared  to  advance. 

Ajid  he  set  the  slave  also  on  another  wind  -  rivaling,  iron  -  champing, 
lightning-paced,  thunder-snorting,  world-crossing  courser. 

COUPLET. 

Earth-traversing  like  wishes,  wild  *  as  lust  without  control. 
Like  youth's  season  fleetly  passing,  and  precious  as  the  soul. 

And  he  took  two  other,  sumpter-horses,  and  so  carrying  them  with  a  supply 
of  food  for  the  way,  they  set  their  faces  to  the  journey,  and  by  the  time  that 
day  dawned,  they  had  traveled  a  vast  distance;  and  having  rested  in  the  early 
morning  a  short  space,  they  mounted  again,  and  beginning  with  fiery  haste^ 
like  lightning,  to  traverse  the  road,  they  passed  far  beyond  the  frontiers 
of  the  king's  dominions,  and  arrived  in  another  country.  In  the  other 
direction  the  attendants  and  slaves  of  the  Prince,  stretched  out  insensible,  did 
not  recover  ther  consciousness  till  mid-day.  At  length  the  gardener  being 
apprised  of  their  condition  poured  oil  of  almonds  and  stale  vinegar  oh  the 
brains  of  each,  so  that  they  came  back  to  their  senses,  and  seeing  no  trace 
of  the  Prince  and  the  Shoemaker,  they  set  off  for  the  city  and  acquainted  the 
boy's  mother  with  the  circumstances.  The  queen  mounted  and  came  to  the 
garden,  but  from  that  delicate  rose  no  perfume  reached  her  nostrils. 

VEASIE. 

I  hastened  to  the  garden,  but  my  graceful  cypress  was  not  there, 
And  I  missed  my  new-blown  flower  that  was  so  smiling  and  so  fair. 
On  every  side,  like  spring-clouds,  I  was  weeping  in  despair. 
But  to  glad  my  tearful  eyes  came  no  more  my  cypress  there. 


'  Observe  the  phrase  pai  zadah.  *  Lit.,  *  at  the  time  of  running.^ 

'  Samak  is  *  the  fish  on  which  the  caith  is  supposed  to  rest.'    An  alluLion  this  to  Hindd 
mythology. 

*  Lit.  *  wide-stepped.' 
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However,  when  the  mother  found  no  tidings  of  the  light  of  her  eyes,  ^ 
uttered  shrieks,  and  raising  shrill  outcries  to  the  height  of  Arctoms,  com- 
manded that  they  should  traverse  with  the  step  of  search  every  part  uid 
quarter  of  the  garden,  and  seek  diligently  throughout  the  environs  aod 
neighhorhood  of  the  city  and  adjoining  country.  And  when  after  extensiTe 
inquiry  and  infinite  trouble  the  messengers  could  in  nowise  reach  the  statum 
of  their  desired  object,  but  came  back  in  despair,  and  represented  how  mattea 
stood,  the  queen's  tender  nature^  began  to  melt  in  the  fire  of  separation,  and, 
like  a  taper,  she  was  consuming  in  the  flame  of  absence,  and  was  made  to 
imderstand,  by  the  tenor  of  her  condition,  the  purport  of  this  couplet. 

00X7PLBT. 

This  night  my  brain  is  so  on  fire  that  I  me  down  will  never  sit, 
Till  taper-like  I  am  consumed,  and  of  this  body's  garment  quit. 

Thus  she  passed  the  night,  the  livelong  night,  in  anguish  of  heart  till  morning 
came ;  and  her  sorrow  then  culminating,  she  heaved  a  cold  sigh  from  her 
^  ^       distracted  breast  and  said, 

^  COUPLBT. 

Mom-Uke  one  breath  is  left  me  now,  where  shall  my  lover  meet  my  eyes  ? 
Ah  !  saw  I  him,  I,  taper-like,  my  life  for  him  would  sacrifice. 

At  last  the  message,  *  Return  unto  thy  Lordy  ^  having  arrived,  the  taper  of 
her  life  was  extinguished  by  the  violent  wind  of  ^  Every  creature  wkUk 
liveth  an  the  earth  is  subject  to  decay. ^  ^ 

HBMI8TICB. 

She  left  this  garden  and  the  thorn  of  sorrow  in  our  feet^  remained. 

The  servants  of  the  seraglio  represented  what  had  happened,  to  the  king, 
and  the  latter,  returning  to  his  capital,  reposed  his  greatness  there,  and  gave 
full  vent  to  all  possible  lamentation  and  grief  for  the  loss  of  his  wife  and 
son.  At  length,  having  bowed  his  head  on  the  line  of  endurance,  he  adopted 
the  course  of  patience. 

COXTPLBT. 

When  to  the  sage — ^my  guide — I  had  recourse  in  like  distress  and  pain. 
He  said,  ^  Escape  is  none,  but  tve  must  back  to  him  return  again,'  ^ 


^  There  is  a  mistake  here  in  the  printed  edition,  which  might  delay  the  stndent, 
*azki  for  gharlzi. 

2  Ku'r&n,  Fl.  Ixxxix.  28;  Mar.  29;  Sale,  p.  444, 1.  13,  *0n  that  day  none  shall  punish 
with  his  punishment ;  nor  shall  any  bind  with  his  bonds.  0  thou  soul  which  art  at  rest, 
return  unto  thy  Lord,  well  pleased  with  thy  reward,  and  well  pleasing  unto  God;  enter 
among  my  servants  :  and  enter  my  paradise/ 

3  Kur'&n,  It.  26 ;  Sale,  p,  392, 1.  22  :  '  Every  creature  which  liveth  on  the  earth  is  sub- 
ject to  decay :  but  the  glorious  and  honorable  countenance  of  the  Lord  shall  remain  for  ever.' 

*  Perhaps  this  expression  refers  to  the  queen  herself.  She  died  without  having  had  the 
thorn  of  gnef,  for  the  loss  of  her  son,  extracted  from  her  foot. 

*  Kur'kn,  Fl.  ii.  161 ;  Mar.,  168;  Sale,  p.  17,  1.  27 :  *We  will  surely  prove  you  by 
afflicting  you  in  some  measure  with  fear,  and  hunger,  and  decrease  of  wealth,  and  loss  of 
lives  and  scarcity  of  fruits :  but  bear  good  tidings  unto  the  patient ;  who,  when  a  mififortnne 
befalleth  them  say,  We  are  God's,  and  unto  him  shall  we  surely  return.'  A  similar 
expression  occurs  in  Kur'kn,  Ch.  ii.,  43,  etc. 
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Meantime,  however,  the  Shoemaker  having  conveyed  the  Prince  to  the 
country  of  Damascus,  after  he  had  expended  the  jewels,  sold  him  to  a 
merchant,  with  whom  the  Prince  lived  ten  years,  and  grew  up  into  such 
beauty  that  he  made  the  market  of  Egyptian  Joseph  flat. 

OOUPLBT. 

Say!  what  was  Joseph?  though  for  him  musk's  price  were  not  too  high,^ 
But  such  thy  worth  that  we  might  thee  at  life  itself  well  buy. 

Whenever  that  delicately-educated  cypress  came  forth  from  his  house,  a 
thousand  despairing  lovers  were  ready  to  devote  their  lives  on  the  road  of 
affection,  and  from  every  comer  and  direction  were  holding  up  their  hands  in 
prayer  for  the  long  life  of  that  straight-statured  youth. 

OOUPLBT. 

Wheree'er  he  passed  in  beauty  by,  to  ayert  ill  glances  there, 

Forth  from  their  sleeyes  a  thousand  hands  were  stretched  aloft  in  prayer. 

The  merchant  was  a  discriminating  and  sagacious  person,   and  possessed 
thorough  shrewdness  and  penetration.     He  said  to  himself,  '  It  is  not  for  my        ^-^ 
gain  or  advantage  that  I  should  be  attended  any  more  by  this  slave,  for  if  I 
keep  him  concealed  in  the  house  he  might  just  as  well  not  exist ;  and  if  he    * 
issues  from  the  house  the  fire  of  mischief  is  kindled,  and  no  one  can  look 
upon  his  fEtce  with  composure. 

OOUPLBT. 

Beware,  spectator !  for  my  love  is  near, 
Then  close  thine  eyes  if  life  to  thee  be  dear. 

My  best  course  is  to  take  this  slave  as  a  present  to  the  King  of  Fdrs,  for  he 
is  a  munificent  monarch.  It  is  certain  that  he  will  bestow  on  me  a  reward 
equal  to  twice  the  value  of  the  slave.'  So  the  merchant  took  him  to  Fars 
and  presented  him  to  the  king  by  way  of  offering,  and  after  ten  years  that 
he  had  been  torn  frt>m  his  father  s  bosom,  having  now,  like  the  fuU  moon, 
reached  the  station  of  the  fourteenth, 

OOUPLBT. 

A  sweet  and  merry  sweetheart  of  just  fourteen  years  have  I, 
To  whom  the  moon  of  fourteen  days  bows  down  in  fealty.' 

he  arrived  once  more  in  the  capital  of  Fars.  The  king,  ignorant  of  his  son's 
condition,  honored  the  merchant's  offering  with  acceptance,  and  sent  the  new 
comer  to  the  circle  of  his  favorite  slaves,  and  every  day  bestowed  more  and 
more  attention  on  him,  until  in  a  short  time  he  obtained  pre-eminence  over 
all  his  fellows.    And,  meantime,  he  had  formed  a  friendship  with  a  Jeweler, 


^  Accordinfi^  to  the  Kur'&n  p.  176, 1.  14,  Sale's  translation:  Joseph  was  sold  cheap,  for 
it  is  said,  *  Ana  they  sold  hira  for  a  mean  price — for  a  few  uence — ^and  valued  him  li^tly.* 
Sale's  note  is,  *  Namely  twenty  or  twenty-two  dirhams,  and  tnose  not  of  full  weight  neither ; 
for  Having  weighed  one  ounce  of  silver  only,  the  remainder  was  paid  by  tale,  which  is  the 
most  unfi^r  way  of  payment.' 

*  Lit.,  *  Is  heart  and  soul  with  a  ring  in  its  ear/ 

2   K 
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who  always  waited  in  the  treasury,  and  to  whom  was  assigned  the  chaige' 
of  the  precious  stones  and  ornaments.  To  him  the  Prince  was  always 
doing  acts  of  kindness;  and  every  present  that  the  king  gave  him,  be 
sent  a  gem  of  it  to  the  Jeweler  as  his  share.  When,  however,  the  latter 
perceived  the  unlimited  confidence  which  was  reposed  in  the  slave,  his 
sordid  nature  formed  a  vain  desire,  and  he  said  to  himself,  *  I  will  heguik 
the  slave  to  hring  me  the  king's  own  signet-ring,  and  by  help  of  that  seal 
I  will  plunder  the  treasury  and  will  carry  o£f  an  abundant  store  and 
immense  treasure  therefrom.'  Wherefore  he  said  to  the  slave,  '  Sweetheart! 
every  day  thou  dost  lavish  a  variety  of  kindnesses  on  this  mean  individual, 
and  I  wish  to  requite  some  of  those  acts  by  an  acceptable  service.  There  is 
an  inscription  on  the  royal  signet  of  the  king  of  such  a  nature,  that 
whosoever  becomes  possessed  of  this  inscription  on  the  seal,  obtains  absolute 
power  and  the  whole  territory  of  the  world  is  secured  to  him. 

OOUFLBT. 

Just  like  the  seal  of  Sulaiin^.ii,  sach  that  inscription's  sway. 
Who  it  possesses,  him  the  realm  of  Jamshid  will  obey. 

If  thou  wilt  undertake  this  task,  and,  at  the  time  when  the  king  is  contentedly 
indulging  in  a  sweet  sleep,'  wilt  remove  that  ring  from  his  finger  and  bring 
it  to  me  in  order  that  I  may  take  off  the  impression  for  thee,  the  throne  of 
royalty  will  soon  be  adorned  with  the  glory  of  thy  beauty,  on  condition  that 
thou  conferrest  on  me  the  post  of  vazir. 

HEUIBTICH. 

Thou  from  the  table  of  thy  fortune  apportion  me  a  share.' 

By  this  artifice  the  Jeweler  beguiled  the  Prince,  so  that  at  night-time  he 
entered  the  king's  bedchamber,  and  having  extended  the  hand  of  audacity  to 
the  king's  signet,  by  degrees  gently  drew  it  off.  The  king  awoke  and  said  to 
the  slave,  '  Why  didst  thou  venture  on  this  bold  act  ?  and  what  didst  thou 
want  with  the  ring  ?'  The  Prince  was  unable  to  utter  a  word,  and  the  flame 
of  the  king's  wrath  being  kindled,  he  called  an  executioner  and  commanded 
him  to  put  the  slave  to  death.  The  executioner  first  of  all  pulled  oflT  the 
Prince's  garment  from  his  neck,  and  at  once  that  black  mole  on  his  shotilder  was 
exposed  to  view.  At  sight  of  the  mole  the  king  swooned,  and  the  executioner 
withheld  his  hand  fit)m  infiicting  the  blow.  When  the  king  recovered  his 
senses,  he  kissed  the  head  and  eyes  of  his  son,  and  said,  '  Light  of  my  eyes ! 
the  society  of  the  perfidious  Shoemaker  plunged  us  into  the  flames  of 
separation.'  The  youth  too  made  excuses  and  said,  '  The  friendship  of  the 
Jeweler  incited  me  to  this  disrespectful  action.'  Then  the  king  commanded  the 
Jeweler  to  be  severely  pimished,  and  admonished  the  Prince  that  in  future  he 


'  Observe  this  rare  sense  of  klmai. 

*  Lit.,  'A sugar-sleep/    One  MS.  reads,  instead,  dar  biatar^i  khwdb^  'on  the  bed  of  sleep.* 
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should  draw  in  his  skirt  from  the  society  of  base  persons,  that  he  might  not 
be  overtaken  in  calamities  such  as  those. 

And  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  this  story  is,  that  it  may  become 
evident  to  the  noble  mind  of  the  king  that  the  company  of  people  of  bad 
origin  makes  the  king  a  slave,  and  the  slave  downcast.  And  the  Ooldsmith 
is  of  the  number  of  those  whose  society  ought  to  be  shunned,  but  now  the 
king  has  carried  his  patronage  of  him  to  the  limits  of  excess.  The  advisable 
course  is,  that  in  favoring  and  exalting  him,  moderation  should  be  observed ; 
lest  a  downright  mischief,  the  remedy  of  which  will  be  beyond  the  bounds  of 
possibility,  should  be  the  consequence.'  The  king  gave  no  heed  to  the  words 
of  the  vazfr,  and  said,  '  Sovereign  princes  do  not  commence  an  affair  without 
the  guidance  of  fortune,  nor  enter  upon  important  matters  without  the  aid  of 
inspiration.  What  have  lofty  connections  and  old  family  to  do  with  nobility 
of  nature  and  perfection  of  qualities  ?  It  is  the  tokens  of  excellence  and  good 
manners,  not  the  vanity  of  birth  and  connections,  that  cause  respect  and  secure 
honor  and  advancement. 

YSSBB. 

Let  thy  own  worth  expand  thy  chest  with  pride, 

Nor  boast  thy  long  antiquity  of  race. 
The  age  of  pearls  with  lustre  's  not  allied, 

But  does  their  hue  with  yellowness  dehce. 

That  person  may  be  regarded  as  noble  and  great,  whom  the  reigning  monarch 
distinguishes  by  his  favor :  and  a  mighty  potentate  said,  '  JTe  are  fortune  ; 
whofMOwer  toe  have  raised  has  been  raised,  and  whomsoever  toe  have  put  down 
has  been  put  doum.*  So  in  truth  whomsoever  we  exalt,  the  head  of  his  loftiness 
rises  above  tho  top  of  the  twin-stars,  near  the  pole  of  the  Lesser  Bear ;  and 
whomsoever  we  degrade,  the  luminary  of  his  fortune  falls  into  the  abyss  of 
obscurity.  Should  the  gale  of  our  f&vor  blow  over  a  salt-marsh,  it  becomes 
the  envy  of  the  rose-garden  of  Iram ;  and  when  the  lightning  of  our  wrath 
scatters  its  fire,  it  consumes  a  thousand  stacks  of  reputation. 


Whom  from  their  presence  monarchs  chase  away, 

They  from  heayen's  peak  to  earth  precipitate. 
And  whom,  like  mom,  with  favor  they  surrey. 

From  them  they  strip  the  sackcloth  of  their  state. 

And  we  have  raised  this  young  man,  and  elevated  the  head  of  his  honor  to  the 
summit  of  exaltation.  Our  hope  is  that  the  opinion  we  have  formed  of  him 
will  not  prove  erroneous.'  The  vazfr  saw  that  the  king  was  firmly  resolved 
to  encourage  him,  and  he  therefore  held  his  peace,  and  made  no  further 
opposition  in  the  matter.  However,  when  some  dayB  had  passed,  the 
Goldsmith,  seeing  the  hand  of  choice  open,  placed  his  foot  beyond  the  centre 
of  moderation ;  and  began,  through  hope  and  fear  and  promises  and  threats,  to 

2r2 


612  A^'TAB-I  BVHAiii ;   ob,  ths  lights  or  cafopus. 

encroach  on  men's  property.  One  day  there  was  occasion  for  certain  preciom 
stones  for  an  ornament  for  the  princess,  and  they  could  not  find  such  as  ihsj 
wanted  in  the  king's  treasury,  nor  were  they  procurable  in  the  jewelas' 
bazar.  The  Groldsmith,  being  engaged  in  inquiries  for  the  gems,  leamt  that 
the  daughter  of  a  merchant  possessed  the  valuable  stones  that  were  required. 
Hereupon  he  sent  some  persons  to  her  to  ask  for  the  jewels,  but  the  girl  met 
them  with  a  refusal,  and  however  much  they  urged  her,  it  was  all  in  vaia. 
In  short  they  sent  for  her,  and  the  Goldsmith  said  ^  to  the  princess,  '  I  have 
heard  that  this  merchant's  daughter  possesses  some  royal  pearLs,  such  that 
from  the  time  when  the  jeweler  of  the  sky  gave  to  view  the  radiant  jewels 
of  the  stars  in  the  emerald-colored  vault  of  heaven,  none  have  beheld  pearls 
of  such  purity  and  brilliance  as  those  lustrous  ones ;  and  so  long  as  the  nurse 
of  ocean  has  tended  the  pearl  unique '  in  the  cradle  of  its  shell,  the  diver  of 
the  sight  never  saw  the  equals  of  those  incomparable  gems. 

COXTPLST. 

Starlike  '  in  beauty  and  in  brilliance,  they 
Bear  from  the  moon  the  pahn  of  light  away. 

And  she  has  also  certain  rubies  of  an  excellent  water,  which,  like  a  mother,  the 
radiant  sun  has  with  a  hundred  difficulties  nourished  in  the  mine's  womb ;  and 
the  stony  mountain,  notwithstanding  all  its  hard-heartedness,  has  kept,  with  a 
thousand  acts  of  tenderness,  in  its  inmost  bosom. 

COUPLBT. 

Like  drops  of  wine  which  in  the  time  of  snow, 
In  Testments  red  to  stony  hardness  grow. 

She  is  also  the  owner  of  some  pieces  of  green  emerald,  such  that  the  eye  of 
the  spectator  is  blinded  by  looking  on  them,  while  by  viewing  that  dehcious 
green  color  the  pupil  of  the  eye  has  its  light  augumented. 

COUPLET. 

It  aids  the  yision,  and  to  me  it  seems 

That  from  its  hue  the  eye  derives  new  beams. 

And  in  her  jewel-casket  are  also  some  carbuncles,  which,  like  the  flowers  of 
Persian  pomegranates  seem  to  sparkle  with  fire  in  the  sight  of  those  who 
siurvey  them:  as  well  as  some  turquoises  of  pleasing  color,  so  clear  that 
heaven  appears  to  have  acquired  its  beautiful  enamel  from  their  hue. 

COUPLET. 

Bnbies  Canopns-like  ^  in  their  red  hue,  Turquoises  patterns  of  ethereal  blue. 

The  princess  should  command  the  girl  to  bring  hither  her  jewels  and  sell 


^  The  {>rinted  edition  has  here  zargar  farmud\  but  farmud  is  only  applied  to  kinirs  or 
people  of  high  rank.    I,  therefore  prefer  the  guft  of  the  lithographed  eution.  ^^ 

'  This  word  also  signifies  *■  orphan.' 
'  Lit.  *  Like  the  planet  Venus.' 
*  In  the  Persian  it  is  *  patterns  of  camelion-colorcd  Canopus.' 
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them  to  us  at  the  current  price ;  and  if  she  does  not  agree  readily  and  of  her 
own  good-will,  they  ought  to  be  taken  from  her  by  severe  and  rigorous 
measures/  Thereupon  the  princess  sent  to  compel  the  merchant's  daughter 
to  bring  the  jewels.  The  girl  protested  that  she  had  no  such  gems  and 
produced  the  small  pieces  she  possessed.  The  Goldsmith  did  not  approve  of 
them,  and  incited  the  princess  to  put  her  to  the  torture.  The  king's 
daughter  was  intoxicated  and  out  of  herself  with  the  cup  of  fatuous 
termination,  '  They  (women)  are  deficient  in  intellect y  and  the  insinuations  of 
the  tempter  of  mankind  combining  therewith,  and  the  pride  of  royalty,  and 
of  prosperity,  and  the  temptations  of  violent  passions  lending  their  aid,  she 
commanded  the  merchant's  daughter  to  be  racked,  and  in  a  short  time  that 
weak  helpless  one,  by  the  wound  of  the  talons  of  the  eagle  of  punishment,  fell 
into  the  claw  of  destruction.  Whereupon  the  relations  of  the  merchant's  daughter 
raised  their  complaints  and  outcries  to  the  summit  of  the  ethereal  sky,  and  the 
pure-minded  vazfr  inscribed  this  state  of  things  on  the  tablet  of  the  king'p 
mind.  From  the  smoke  of  such  dishonor,  which  arose  from  the  window  of 
the  seraglio,  the  cell  of  the  king's  breast  was  darkened,  and  in  a  gracious 
manner  he  showered  honors  on  the  heirs  of  the  merchant's  daughter,  and 
fciving  them  an  abundance  of  money,  made  them  satisfied,  and  removing  his 
daughter  from  the  eye  of  his  favor,  left  off  patronising  the  Goldsmith.  And 
by  the  disastrous  influence  of  the  society  of  that  accursed  and  cruel  villain, 
the  noble  princess  fell  from  her  elevated  position  of  respect;  and  the 
Goldsmith,  fearing  the  vengeance  of  the  king,  absconded.  The  mother  of  the 
princess  looked  upon  it  as  advisable  that  the  latter  should  leave  the  city  for 
a  few  days,  and  stay  for  a  time  in  the  royal  garden  residence ;  *  and  when 
the  lightnings  of  the  hurricanes  of  the  imperial  anger  were  appeased,  and  the 
flame  of  the  world-consuming  wrath  of  the  king  had  been  quenched,  the 
princess  should  return  to  the  seraglio.  The  latter  accordingly  proceeded  to 
the  garden,  and  the  Goldsmith  being  apprised  of  this  circumstance,  came  to 
wait  upon  her.  When  she  beheld  him,  she  was  seized  with  emotion,  and 
exclaimed,  *  0  unlucky  wretch  of  ill-omened  appearance  ! 

COUPLET. 

If  they  should  paint  thy  image  on  a  wall, 

Fyc !  that  on  it  one  look,  one  glance  shonld  fall. 

Art  thou  come  back  to  stir  up  some  new  mischief  ?  and  employ  some  fresh 
artifice  to  gratify  thy  covetousness  and  selfish  interests  ?  away  with  thee ! 
for  to  see  thee  again  is  painful  to  me,  and  that  I  should  address  thee  any 
more  is  impossible.'  The  Goldsmith  came  out  in  despair  from  the  presence  of 
the  princess,  and  directing  his  steps  towards  the  jungle,  went  on  distracted 


*  Char  bdgh  is  the  name  of  a  celebrated  royal  garden  in  the  environs  of  Isfah&n.     In 
both  editions  cb  is  given  fur  c.\j  by  a  tvpographical  error. 
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and  perplexed.  Night  came  on,  and  dark  clouds  fixed  their  gloomy  paTiboD 
in  the  expanse  of  air,  and  set  down  the  lamp  of  the  stars.  The  hapLen 
Goldsmith,  at  such  a  time,  when  they  had  sifted  over  earth's  sorfiice  tiie 
powder  of  darkness,'  and  had  poured  the  lamp-black  of  ink  on  liquid  pitch, 

COUPLET. 

That  was  a  night,  like  negro's  Tisage,  black ; 

ItB  gloom  spread  up  and  darkened  the  moon's  back ; 

advanced  like  one  distraught  It  happened  that,  to  capture  -wild  beasts,  they 
had  dug  a  pit  in  that  desert,  and  a  tiger,  and  a  monkey,  and  a  serpent  had 
fallen  into  it.  The  Groldsmith,  who  had  cruelly  dug  pits  in  the  path  of 
mankind,  having  come  round  that  way,  fell  into  the  pit  on  the  top  of  die 
animals. 

DI8TICH8. 

Thoa  who  in  cruelty  dost  dig  a  pit, 

Know  for  thyself^  too,  thou  preparest  it. 

SUk- worm-like  round  thyself  no  meshes  lead, 

And  for  thine  own  sake,  what  thou  dost  take  heed ! 

This  group  that  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  pit  were  restrained  by  their  own 
sufferings  from  molesting  one  another,  and  for  several  days  remained  at  the 
bottom  of  the  pit  in  the  same  fixed  position.  Till  one  day  a  pilgrim,'  one 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  having  set  out  on  a  journey,  passed  by  them, 
and  having  observed  their  situation,  was  amazed,  and  thought  to  himself, 
'  Well !  to  be  sure,  this  man  is  one  of  the  children  of  Adam,  and  being 
overtaken  in  this  vortex  of  calamity,  is  nearer  the  wilderness  of  death  than 
the  encamping-ground  of  life.  Humanity  requires  that  by  every  attainable 
means  I  should  release  him,  and  store  up  the  merit  of  this  action  for  the 
'  Day  in  which  neither  riches  nor  children  avail,  ^  He  then  let  down  a  cord, 
and  the  monkey,  clinging  to  it,  reached  the  mouth  of  the  pit.  The  second 
time  the  snake  was  the  first  to  get  up.  The  third  time  the  tiger  struck  his 
claws  into  the  rope ;  and  when  all  these  three  had  reached  the  level  ground, 
they  blessed  the  pilgrim  and  said, 

OOUPLST. 

*  'T  is  fortune's  act,  no  work  of  ours,  if,  on  some  blest  occasion  rare. 

One  sought  like  thou,  at  utmost  need,  arrives  to  grant  the  sufferer's  prayer. 

Know  that  thou  hast  conferred  avast  favor  and  thorough  kindness  npon 
each  one  of  us,  as  we  firmly  feel  and  acknowledge,  but  at  this  time    we 


J  Lit.,  *  Indigo.' 

'  Saiydh  may  mean  *a  pilgrim'  or  *a  trayelcr,*  but  it  is  clear  firom  p.  616,  1.  20,  of 
the  Persian  text,  that  this  was  a  religious  trayeler,  one  who  being  a  Saiyid  or  having  other 
claims  to  hoUness,  went  about  and  received  contributions. 

'  Eur'&n,  xxvi.  88;  Sale,  p.  279, 1.  12 :  'And  coyer  me  not  with  shame  on  the  day  of 
resurrection ;    on  the  day  in   which  neither  riches  nor  children  shall  avail,    unless  unt  o 
him  who  shall  come  unto  God  with  a  sincere  heart :  when  Paradise  shall  be  brought  near 
to  the  view  of  the  pious,  and  hell  shall  appear  plainly  to  those  who  shall  have  erred- 
and  it  shall  be  said  unto  them,  *  Where  are  your  deities  which  ye  served  besides  God  ?  ' 
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have  not  the  power  of  retunung  and  requiting  it.'  The  monkey  said,  '  I 
pass  my  time  in  the  skirt  of  the  mountain  which  lies  near  the  city ;  if  thou 
wilt  be  80  courteous  as  to  honor  my  dwelling  with  thy  fortunate  footstep, 
the  debt  I  owe  will  be  remembered.*  The  tiger  said,  *  I,  too,  have  made  my 
home  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  in  such  and  such  a  jungle,  and  if  thou  wilt 
please  to  pass  that  way  I  shall,  perhaps,  as  far  as  my  power  goes,  discharge 
the  dues  of  service.'  The  serpent  added,  '  I  have  chosen  my  abode  in  the 
wall  round  the  city ;  if  thou  comest  thither  and  good-fortune  should  beMend 
me,  I  will  to  the  extent  of  my  ability  shew  my  thankfulness  for  this 
benevolent  act.  "We  would  now,  however,  offer  a  piece  of  advice,  to  which 
it  is  thy  bounden  duty  to  listen.  Do  not  get  this  man  out  of  the  pit,  for  ho 
seems  to  be  a  false  person,  and  deems  it  right  to  requite  good  with  evil.  Be 
not  deceived  with  the  outward  beauty  of  his  appearance,  and  be  not  off  thy 
guard  as  to  his  inward  foulness  and  the  impurity  of  his  disposition. 

OOUPLBT. 

Leave  outward  form,  seek  mental  purity, 

A  man  in  shape  may  worse  than  brutes  e'en  be. 

And  most  of  the  people  of  the  age  are  engaged  in  adorning  their  outward 
appearance  and  neglecting  their  inward  man :  consequently, 

HEMISTICH. 

Josephs  to  sight,  they  yet  are  wolyes  at  heart : 

especially  this  man  who  for  several  days  has  been  our  companion,  and 
whose  habits  and  qualities  we  thoroughly  understand  :  in  his  face  we  have 
assuredly  not  seen  the  tokens  of  a  generous  spirit,  nor  inhaled  the  odor  of 
fidelity  from  the  flower-garden  of  his  qualities. 

COUPLET. 

From  the  fair  seek  not  for  faith,  for  none  yet  did  glad  inhale, 
From  time's  flower-garden  here,  of  perfect  faith  the  scented  gale. 

And  if  thou  wilt  not  act  on  our  suggestions,  there  may  be  a  day  that  thou 
wilt  repent  of  what  thou  hast  done.'  The  pilgrim  gave  no  heed  to  their 
words,  and  let  down  the  rope,  and  did  not  listen  to  their  disinterested  advice 
with  the  hearing  of  acceptance,  but  raised  the  Goldsmith  to  the  mouth  of  the 
pit.  The  latter  thanked  the  pilgrim  and  told  him  some  portion  of  the  king's 
harsh  treatment  and  his  own  perplexity,  and,  moreover,  he  made  request 
that  he  would  pass  one  day  with  him,  in  which  case  he  would  perhaps  be 
able  to  recompense  him.  The  pilgrim  replied,  *  At  present  I  have  placed  the 
foot  of  reliance  on  God  in  the  path  of  the  prosecution  of  my  journey,  and  I 
shall  make  a  tour  of  two  or  three  days  in  various  parts  of  the  world..  But 
I  pledge  myself  that,  if  fate  spares  me  and  destiny  so  decrees,  I  will 
secure  the  honor  of  thy  society  again. 

HEMISTICH. 

If  life  remains  I'll  wait  on  thee  again.' 
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With  this  promise  they  took  leave  of  one  another,  and  both  retani«d 
to  their  own.  roads.  The  pilgrim  set  his  fiace  towards  his  journey,  and  the 
Ooldsmith  went  back  to  the  city,  and  concealed  himself  in  a  retired  spot 
Meanwhile  the  king,  being  ashamed  of  having  patronised  the  Goldsmith,  and 
blushing  at  not  having  listened  to  the  advice  of  his  vazfr,  shevred  no  r^azd 
towards  his  daughter.  Nay,  however  much  the  nobles,  employing  the  kind 
offices  of  mediation,  besought  him  [to  forgive  her],  their  request  did  not  reach 
the  place  of  acceptance.  In  this  state  of  things  a  year  passed  away,  and  the 
pilgrim — having  visited  some  few  districts  and  coimtries,  and  gathered  three 
hundred  pieces  of  sterling  gold — at  length,  feeling  the  sensation  of  love  d 
country,  bethought  himself,  'Although  in  absence  from  home  things  an 
prosperous  with  me,  and  my  worldly  wealth  and  future  happiness  are  honriy 
on  the  increase,  still  the  air  of  my  own  coimtry  suits  me  best,  and  the  wat» 
of  the  fountain  of  my  native  land  is  more  gratifying  to  the  palate  of  my  heart 

COUPLET. 

Though  they  may  make  narcissiu  pots  of  direr  or  of  gold, 
Tet  for  that  flower  is  better  far  its  own  true  natiye  mould.' 

He  then  turned  his  face  homeward  from  exile,  and  arriving  at  night-time  at 
the  skirt  of  the  mountain,  which  was  the  monkey's  abode,  he  halted  there. 
When  a  little  of  the  night  had  passed,  two  thieves,  sanguinary  and  trouble- 
exciting,  such  that  Mars  the  dagger-user  was  on  his  guard  against  their 
bosom-piercing  shafts ;  and  Arcturus,  the  javelin-holder,  held  before  his  &ce 
the  shield  of  fear  from  dread  of  their  life-chasing  swords, 

OOUFLXT. 

Like  the  eyes  of  cruel  fair  ones,  full  of  blood,  of  stem  demeanour, 

In  the  gore  of  men  to  stain  them  they  their  trenchant  blades  made  keener, 

came  to  his  pillow,  and  having  possessed  themselves  of  his  money  and  goods, 
tied  his  legs  together  tightly  with  the  noose  of  a  lasso,  and  cast  him  so  bound 
into  a  dreadful  ravine,  which  was  a  long  way  from  the  public  road.  The 
hapless  one  said  to  himself,  *  While  thou  hast  a  gasp  of  life  still  left,  and 
readest  a  line  from  the  page  of  existence, 

HEUISTICH. 

To  wail  befits  not,  but  to  o£fer  thanks.' 
All  night  long  the  pilgrim  lay  there  bound,  and  bowed  his  neck  to  the 
decree  of  fate  and  the  mandate  of  destiny ;  at  length,  when  it  dawned,  frx)m 
the  pain  of  his  hands  and  feet  losing  control  of  himself,  he  exclaimed, 

COUPLST. 

<  Bid  my  heart's  wailings  reach  they  would  preyail,^ 
But  I  see  none  to  listen  to  my  wail.' 


^  The  first  line  of  this  couplet  admits  of  more  than  one  rendering.  Thus  it  might  also 
signify,  *  If  my  complaint  were  to  reach  a  heart,  it  would  rend  it : '  taiing  the  aeeond  Terb  as 
from  haftdan,  *  to  tear  out,'  to  rend.' 
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He  was  raming  down  the  tears  of  anguish  &om  his  eyes,  and  was  groaning 
with  the  agony  of  his  afflicted  breast,  and  exclaiming,  'Alas  !  I  perish  in  this 
woeful  strait,  and  no  one  has  any  knowledge  of  my  condition,  and  with  all 
this  life-consuming  pain  I  have  fallen  into  the  whirlpool  of  extinction,  and  the 
scent  of  remedy  does  not  reach  the  nostrils  of  hope. 

OOUPLET. 

Whose  heart  is  touched  for  this  my  sorrow,  for  poor  broken-hearted  me  ? 
Saye  my  own  heart,  I'ye  no  one  near  me,  who  will  show  me  sympathy. 

At  this  time  the  monkey,  having  come  forth  in  quest  of  food,  passed  by  the 
ravine,  and  heard  a  lamentable  cry,  and  discovered  in  the  sound  something 
£&miliar.  Making  for  the  ravine  he  arrived  in  the  very  nick  of  time  ^  for  the 
pilgrim.  When  he  beheld  his  Mend  bound  in  the  bonds  of  calamity,  he  gave 
loose  to  torrents  of  tears  from  the  fountain  of  his  eyes,  and  said,  *  0  dear 
friend!  how  didst  thou  fall  into  this  place ?  and  what  is  thy  story?'  The 
pilgrim  replied,  '  Kind  friend !  in  the  toil-house  of  the  world  there  is  no 
blessing  of  enjoyment  without  the  distress  of  suffering,  and  in  the  ruinous 
heap  of  perfidious  fortune,  there  is  no  treasure  of  prosperity  to  be  got  without 
the  dragon  of  trouble  and  woe. 

00T7PLET. 

No  buyer  from  this  shop  has  ever  stingless  honey  borne. 
None  gather  in  this  flower-garden  dates  without  a  thorn. 

And  when  a  person  has  learned  this  secret,  and  the  reality  of  this  circum- 
stance has  been  revealed  to  him,  he  ought  not,  like  an  autumnal  cloud,  to  let 
fall  the  drops  of  regret  at  the  pangful  thorn  of  the  world,  nor,  at  the  display 
of  its  fresh-cheeked  flowers,  ought  he  to  indulge  in  mirth  like  the  season  of 
spring ;  for  its  grief  has  no  continuance,  nor  its  joy  any  stability. 

VBBJSE. 

In  this  existence,  so  soon  to  expire, 

The  being  or  not  being  should  not  make  us  gay ; 
It  gives  us  water,  puts  us  on  the  fire. 

Freely  bestows  a  thing  then  forthwith  snatches  it  away. 
It  gives,  it  snatches  back,  and  has  no  shame ; 
Taking  and  giving,  its  task  is  this,  the  same.' 

He  then  told  the  whole  story  of  the  thieves,  and  of  their  carrying  off  his 
gold,  and  throwing  him,  bound  down,  there.  The  monkey  said,  '  Be  of  good 
cheer !  for, 

COUPLBT. 

There  is  much  cause  for  hoping  in  despair,  And  night's  far  limit  is  the  morning  fair. 

And  I  will  exert  myself,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  to  remedy  the  mischief, 
but  the  most  important  affair  at  present  is  thy  liberation.'     He  then  broke 


^  Note  the  phrase,  bi-sar-i  tvakt. 
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the  pilgrim's  bonds,  and  conveyed  him  to  a  house  that  he  bad  made  of  twigi 
and  bushes.  Then  he  presented  fruits  moist  and  dry,  and  made  lepresentatioB, 
saying,  '  To-day,  come  not  forth  from  this  lodging,  and  with  a  heart  free  fins 
care  place  thy  head  on  the  pillow  of  repose,  until  I  come  back.'  With  then 
words  he  left  the  pilgrim  and  took  up  the  trace  of  the  thieves,^  and  proceeded 
in  pursuit  of  them.  They,  howcTer,  carrying  away  the  goods  and  gold  bad 
traveled  all  night,  and  in  the  morning,  spent  and  exhausted,  arriTed  at  a  spns^ 
of  water.  Overpowered  with  drowsiness  they  undid  the  pilgrim's  things 
from  their  backs,  laid  themselves  down*  and  went  to  sleep'  with  hearts  foe 
from  solicitude  and  minds  at  ease.  At  breakfast-time,  the  monkey  came  vf 
with  them  just  in  the  nick  of  time,  and  finding  them  off  their  guard,  took 
advantage  of  the  fortunate  opportunity,  and  having  torn  open  the  bundle  of 
clothes,  first  of  all  took  out  the  bag  of  gold,  and  carrying  it  to  a  retired  plsoe, 
hid  it  in  the  ground.  He  then  came  back,  and  as  they  were  still  slumbetng 
he  took  another  piece  of  the  pilgrim's  dress,  and  concealed  it  in  a  spot  In 
short,  having  carried  awayaU  the  pilgrim's  things,'  together  with  some  of  the 
thieves'  traps,^  of  which  he  managed  to  get  hold,  he  put  them  in  difierent 
places,  and  took  up  his  position  on  a  tree  at  some  distance,  waiting  to  see 
what  they  would  do.  After  some  time  had  passed,  the  thieves  awoke,  and  not 
finding  a  trace  of  the  gold  or  the  things,  they  began  to  run  abont  in  all 
directions  in  a  state  of  consternation  and  dismay.  One  who  surpassed  the 
other  in  shrewdness  said,  '  Brother !  this  fountain  is  not  a  place  which  men 
frequent ;  and  besides,  there  is  no  vestige  of  men's  steps  near  the  spring.  It 
must  therefore  be  the  abode  of  demons  and  fairies,  and  we  hare  oome  here 
securely,  and  stretching  out  our  limbs,  have  gone  to  sleep.  This  mischief  lus 
been  done  by  their  people,  and  we  may  yet  be  thankM  that  they  sought  not 
to  slay  us.  Our  best  course  is  to  run  away  as  fiist  as  possible,  and  make 
our  heels  save  the  moiety  of  life  that  is  left  us. 

TEB8B. 

Spirits  thiB  desert  throng  onblest :  ^ 

Here  are  strait  quarters,  room  enow  for  trouble. 
They  who  are  here  content  to  rest, 

Feel  chills  hepatic ;  or,  like  bile,  next  bubble. 
And  he  who  chooses  to  alight  here, 
Is  sure  to  lose  his  head  or  night-gear.' 


^  Note  the  phrase,  pat  bar  ddahtah. 

*  Observe  the  difference  between  khuftan  and  dar  khwdb  rafian. 

'  Observe  in  ruf^utj  the  Arabic  plural  of  a  Persian  substantive. 

«  As  the  somewhat  vulgar  word  *  traps '  exactly  corresponds  to  waslkd,  I  am  oblieed  to 
use  it. 

^  As  these  verses  are  put  into  the  thieves'  mouth,  and  seem  intended  to  be  jocose,  I  havv 
tried  to  preserve  the  vein.  In  the  fourth  line  the  second  sentence  is,  literally,  *  melts  like 
bile,'  but  the  idea  is  merely  that  the  victim  is  hot  and  cold  by  turns  ,  or  to  use  a  somewhat 
vulgar  expression,  *  shivers  and  sweats.'  The  word  rcndennl  *  night-gear '  is  kuldh  *  a 
turban,'  *  a  hat '  or  *  cap,*  or  even  *  a  night-cap.'  ' 
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The  thieves,  then,  with  terrified  hearts  took  to  flight,  and  the  monkey, 
being  free  from  anxiety  as  to  their  return,  went  back  to  his  house  and  told  the 
pilgrim  what  had  happened,  and  for  that  night  took  charge  of  him.  In  the 
morning,  when  the  thief  of  night  began  to  fly  with  his  robes  of  gloom  from  the 
8un*s  fountain  of  light ;  the  solar  world -wandering  pilgrim,  being  freed  from 
the  bounds  of  darkness,  set  his  &ce  towards  his  destined  journey. 

00I7PLBT. 

When  in  the  skies'  expanse  appeared  to  sight, 
The  son's  pure  gold  from  'neath  the  heap  of  night ; 

the  monkey  took  the  pilgrim  to  the  spring  of  water  and  brought  to  him  his 
gold  and  clothes,  and  what  he  had  taken  from  the  thieves.  The  pilgrim  was 
satisfied  with  what  belonged  to  him,  and  did  not  possess  himself  of  their 
things,  but  bidding  the  monkey  farewell,  set  out  for  the  city.  His  way 
happened  to  lie  through  that  jungle  which  was  the  haunt  of  the  tiger,  and 
that  savage  animal  showed  itself  in  the  distance  like  a  raging  Hon.  The 
pilgrim,  terrified  at  the  sight  of  it,  was  about  to  take  to  flight,  when  the  tiger 
called  out,  '  Be  not  alarmed  ! 

HEMISTICH. 

I  bear  thy  faTonrs,  grateful,  yet  in  mind.' 

He  then  advanced,  and,  thanking  him  much,  besought  him  that  he  would 
wait  there  a  short  time.  The  pilgrim,  to  oblige  him,  halted,  and  the  tiger 
went  roaming  in  every  direction  in  search  of  a  present  worthy  of  his  g^est, 
till  at  last  he  came  to  the  door  of  the  king's  garden-palace.  Entering  there 
he  saw  a  maiden,  who  was  sitting  on  the  margin  of  a  marble  basin,  and 
wearing  a  precious  ornament  on  her  neck.  The  tiger  killed  her  with  a  single 
stroke  of  his  paw,  and,  bringing  the  ornament  to  the  pilgrim,  expressed  his 
regret  [for  the  insignificance  of  the  offering].  The  pilgrim,  on  his  part,  met 
his  apologies  courteously,  and  departed  towards  the  city.  Meanwhile,  as  he 
remembered  the  circumstance  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  Goldsmith,  the 
thought  passed  through  his  mind,  '  I  have  witnessed  the  good-faith  of  brutes 
and  wild  animals,  and  their  acquaintance  bears  such  excellent  fruit  as  this. 
K  the  Goldsmith  should  hear  of  my  arrival,  of  course  he  wiU.  show  the  most 
exuberant  joy  at  my  coming,  and  wiU  think  it  incumbent  on  him  to  take 
infinite  pains  to  give  me  a  kind  reception.  Moreover,  by  his  aid  and  assist- 
ance, those  pieces  of  pure  gold  may  be  sold  at  their  fuU  price,  and  this 
ornament,  which  is  a  treasure  of  gems,  may  be  passed  off  at  a  good  sum ; 
for  his  skill  in  this  matter,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  current  price  of  these 
several  articles,  is  greater  than  that  of  other  men.  It  was  morning  when  the 
pilgrim  reached  the  city,  and  at  that  time  the  report  of  the  murder  of  the 
king's  daughter  had  spread  through  the  city,  and  the  people  poured  aghast  and 
amazed  to  the  king's  palace.  The  Goldsmith,  too,  had  come  forth  from  his 
retirement  to  make  inquiry  into  the  circumstance,  and  was  wanting  to  find 
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one  of  his  Mends,  and  ascertain  what  had  occurred.  All  of  a  sudden  he  bsw 
the  pilgrim,  and,  displaying  the  utmost  joy,  conducted  him  with  respect  and 
reference  to  his  own  abode.  After  the  usual  inquiries,  he  again  minutely 
detailed  his  adventures,  and  his  exclusion  firom  attendance  on  the  king,  and 
the  degradation  of  rank  which  had  befallen  him,  and  the  sums  of  money  and 
property  that  he  had  lost.  The  pilgrim  consoled  him,  and  said,  '  O  brother! 
if  thy  means  of  support  have  been  impaired,  and  the  piUars  of  thy  opulence 
have  been  crushed  by  the  hurricane  of  accidents,  grieve  not,  for  I  have  some 
pieces  of  sterling  gold,  and  also  an  ornament  containing  many  jewels ;  and 
thou  art  sagacious  in  discerning  the  worth  of  gold  and  gems.  Sell  than 
carefully  and  kindly,  and  take  what  thou  wilt,  for  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
as  to  that.'  The  Goldsmith  sent  for  the  ornament,  and  when  he  saw  it,  he 
beheld  the  ornament  of  the  princess.  Then  putting  on  a  cheerful  countenance^ 
he  said  to  the  pilgrim,  *  The  value  of  these  jewels  exceeds  the  power  of  the 
calculator  of  the  imagination  to  compute.  Be  of  good  cheer !  for  I  will  this 
very  moment  set  thy  mind  at  ease ;  and  so,  rest  thou  here  in  peace  until  1 
return.'  The  Goldsmith  then  reflected,  '  I  have  got  a  fine  opportunity,  and 
secured  a  rare  advantage.  If  I  am  remiss  and  let  this  slip,  I  shall  prove 
myself  quite  devoid  of  all  the  advantages  of  caution  and  cleverness.  Previous 
to  this,  the  king's  mind  has  been  changed  towards  me,  and  at  this  moment, 
when  they  have  conveyed  to  him  the  news  of  his  daughter's  murder,  of 
course  he  is  grieved  and  anxious,  and  on  the  look-out  for  the  assassin  of  his 
daughter.^  I  can  have  no  better  recommendation  to  him  than  to  consign  the 
pilgrim  to  the  king's  hands,  that  he  may  bring  him  to  justice.  Perhaps, 
the  king,  being  pleased  with  me,  I  shall  again  rise  to  my  former  station.'  He 
then  resolved  on  treachery,  and  went  to  the  palace  and  announced  that  he 
had  caught  tho  murderer  of  the  princess,  and  secured  the  ornament.  The 
king  sent  for  him,  and  seeing  the  ornament,  sent  some  persons  to  bring 
the  pilgrim  into  his  presence.  When  the  hapless  pilgrim  saw  who  was  the 
instrument  of  this  deed,  he  said, 

OOUPLET. 

*  Thou  hast  in  friendship  slain  me,  and  yet  none 
Was  e'en,  by  foes,  so  cruelly  undone. 

This  is  my  punishment,  and  I  deserve  a  thousand  times  as  much.'  The  king 
supposed  that  he  was  a  criminal,  and  that  he  was  uttering  these  words  in 
acknowledgment  of  his  misdeeds ;  and  the  ornament,  too,  was  corroborative 
of  that  suspicion.  He  commanded,  therefore,  that  they  should  parade  him 
round  the  city,  and  having  imprisoned  him,  should  the  next  day,  when  thev 
had  finished  putting  him  to  the  usual  torture,  inflict  on  him  retaliation  for 


1  The  lithographed  edition  reads  here,  rightly  as  I  suppose,  mi  talabad  for  the  mi  tjaiahd 
of  the  printed  edition  and  of  some  MSS. 
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his  crime.  While  they  were  conducting  him  round  the  city,  the  .snake  on 
the  top  of  the  wall  had  opened  the  eye  of  survey.  When  it  beheld  its 
friend  in  that  state,  it  set  off  after  him ;  and  after  they  had  shut  him  up  in 
prison,  approached  him,  and  having  learnt  how  matters  stood,  cried  out  and 
said,  '  Did  I  not  tell  thee  that  a  man  of  base  nature  has  no  gratitude,  and  in 
return  for  kindness  and  assistance  wiU  perform  acts  of  perfidy  and  cruelty  ? 
Thou  didst  not  listen  to  me,  and  I,  that  very  day,  when  thou  didst  turn 
away  thy  face  from  the  suggestions  of  thy  friends,  and  refuse  attention  to 
advice  devoid  of  any  suspicion  of  self-interest,  well  knew  that  the  issue  of 
thy  affairs  would  have  no  other  result  but  repentance.  « 

OOUPLET. 

I  ceased  that  day  hopes  of  Farh&d  to  haye. 
When  to  Shirln  his  blind  heart's  reins  he  gave.' 

The  pilgrim  replied,  *  Kind  Mend !  from  the  salt  of  these  reproaches  which 
thou  scatterest  on  my  wound,  nothing,  now,  but  heart-burning  and  distress 
of  mind  can  be  derived.  And  my  sufferings  from  neglecting  that  advice  are 
already  sufElcient. 

HZMISTICH. 

The  townsfolk  shun  me  and  all  men  revile. 

Now  excogitate  some  remedy,  which  may  be  a  repellent  of  this  misfortune, 
and  a  cure  for  this  disaster.'  The  snake  rejoined,  *  Yesterday  I  wounded  the 
king's  mother,  and  all  the  city-people  are  at  a  loss  how  to  heal  her.  Keep 
this  grass  and  early  in  the  morning  when  they  come  to  thee  and  ask  of  thee 
the  means  to  cure  her,  go  and  wait  on  the  king,  and  after  thou  shalt  have 
recounted  what  has  befallen  thyself,  give  him  this  grass  that  his  mother  may 
eat  it  and  recover.  Perhaps  in  this  way  thy  liberation  and  escape  may  be 
attainable.'  The  pilgrim  thanked  the  snake,  and  the  latter  returned  to  his 
own  hole ;   and  in  the  morning  having  ascended  the  terrace  of  the  king's 

• 

palace^  called  out  from  a  chink,  *The  remedy  for  the  person  bitten  by 
the  snake  is  with  the  innocent  pilgrim  whom  the  king  yesterday  imprisoned.' 
At  that  time  the  king  was  seated  at  his  mother's  pillow,  and  suffering 
through  grief  for  the  loss  of  his  daughter,  together  with  sorrow  for  his 
mother's  wound,  was  in  consultation  with  the  doctors  as  to  the  remedy  for 
the  poison  of  the  serpent.  And  however  many  antidotes  for  poisons  and 
repellents  they  used,  it  was  all  in  vain.  When  the  voice  reached  the  king's 
ear  he  said,  '  Go  ye  and  see  what  person  is  on  the  terrace,  and  whence  he  utters 
those  words  ? '  Notwithstanding  the  search  made  by  the  guards,  they  saw 
no  man  on  the  terrace,  and  they  were  led  to  the  conjecture  that  an  invisible 
monitor  had  pronounced  the  words.     They  went,  therefore,  and  brought  the 


*  Kuthkf  the  word  from  which  our  *  kiosk '  comes. 
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pilgrim*out  of  prison,  and  taking  him  to  the  king,  busied  themflelTes  with 
inquiring  after  the  matter  of  the  remedy.     The  pilgrim  aald,  *  O  king ! 

COUPLBT. 

May  the  high  court  of  thy  justice  and  thy  gracioiu  majesty, 
The  K'abah  of  the  wishes  of  the  wants  of  mankind  be ! 

The  cure  for  this  poison  is  in  my  possession,  and  the  queen  of  the  worid 
shall  this  very  moment  obtain  perfect  recovery.  But  I  hope  that  first  of  all 
I  may  be  allowed  to  convey  to  the  august  hearing  a  brief  summary  of  my 
own  affliction.  And  it  befits  the  king's  justice  that  for  an  instant  he  shooU 
open  the  ear  of  attention  to  listen  to  the  state  of  the  oppressed. 


So  sleep  that  thou  maycst  hear  the  wail  of  pais, 

If  one  who  seeks  for  justice  cry  to  thee ; 
He  is  not  suited  o'er  the  world  to  reign, 

Whom  in  such  court  we  careless  slumbering  see.' 

The  king's  heart  felt  the  truth  of  the  pilgrim's  appeal,  and  he  said  in  a 
gracious  manner,  'Belate  thy  case  from  beginning  to  end,  €uid  fearlessly 
recount  thy  whole  story.'  The  pilgrim,  with  that  boldness  which  belongs  to 
the  truthful,  courageously  recited  his  own  history ;  and  the  writing  of  his 
innocence  from  that  crime  was  clear  to  the  luminous  mind  of  the  monait^ 
Then  they  mixed  that  grass  with  some  milk  and  administered  it  to  the 
queen,  and  the  effect  was  her  immediate  recovery.  Thereupon,  the  king 
clothed  him  in  a  robe  of  honor  worthy  the  munificence  of  royalty.  Mean- 
time the  (Goldsmith  was  waiting  for  the  pilgrim  at  the  foot  of  the  scaffold,  in 
hopes  that  he  would  be  put  to  death  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  so  the  piecra 
of  gold  would  remain  with  him,  while  he  himself  would  acquire  his  former 
credit  and  rank  near  the  king.  All  of  a  sudden  the  royal  mcmdate  arriyed 
that,  instead  of  the  pilgrim,  they  should  impale  the  Goldsmith,  and  that  this 
should  be  made  the  final  result  of  his  calumnious  accusation,  [and  that  thus  it 
might  be  shown]  that  if  a  traducer  should  plunge  anyone  into  calamity,  on 
the  falsehood  of  the  charge  being  apparent,  and  the  selfish  motive  which  had 
been  concealed  in  that  accusation  coming  to  light,  the  very  same  punishment 
which  he  desired  should  be  inflicted  on  that  innocently-suspected  person, 
should  be  carried  out  with  regard  to  that  lying  sycophant.  In  this  very 
same  manner  they  impaled  that  ungrateful  faithless  wretch  who  had  never 
seen  the  face  of  generous  feeling  nor  inhaled  the  perfume  of  honor,  and  thus 
they  cleansed  the  expanse  of  creation  from  the  blot  of  his  unclean  person, 
which  was  the  confluence  of  perfidy  and  mischief,  and  the  fountain-head  of 
oppression  and  injurious  acts,  and  he  arrived  at  the  reward  of  his  actions  and 
the  just  recompense  of  his  deeds. 
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YKRSE,  « 

Here  in  this  hall  of  retribation,  he 

Who  evil  does,  injures  himself  alone. 
Do  good  if  thou  wouldat  liye  on  happily ; 

And  in  thy  acts  and  thoughts  let  truth  be  shewn. 

This  is  the  story  of  kings,  with  regard  to  their  choice  of  favorites,  and  the 
investigation  of  the  affairs  of  those  who  are  nearly  connected  with  them.  And 
if  the  king  of  Halah  had  not  favoured  that  man  of  low  origin  and  had 
manners,  his  daughter  would  not  have  assailed  the  life  of  the  innocent,  nor 
have  heen  killed  hy  the  tiger's  paw  in  retrihution.  So  if  the  king  had  not 
opened  his  ears  to  hear  the  words  of  the  persecuted  and  oppressed,  right  would 
not  have  heen  discriminated  from  wrong,  nor  truth  from  falsehood.  More- 
over it  hehoves  kings  not  to  patronise  any  one  incautiously,  nor  to  issue,  off- 
hand, a  mandate  for  the  punishment  of  any;  and  to  be  quite  certain  that  good 
actions  wiU.  never  be  thrown  away,  nor  the  requital  of  bad  deeds  be  in 
anywise  delayed.  Consequently,  at  this  time  when  the  chamberlain  of  £&te 
has  set  up  the  court  of  their  glory,  and  the  controller  of  destiny  has  com- 
mitted to  them  the  opportunity  of  prosperous  fortune  and  kingly  sway,  they 
ought  to  exert  themselves  that  they  may  do  things  which  will  be  the  source 
of  their  good  £ame  in  this  world,  and  of  their  advancement  and  salvation  in 
that  to  come. 

STANZA. 

From  time  to  time  high  heayen  Burveys  with  feToring  glance  some  later  man, 
And  fortune  grants,  in  every  age,  to  some  new  sway,  earth's  wide  domains. 

And  since  success  in  lasting  flow  in  no  one's  destiny  we  scan, 
Most  blest  is  he  whose  glorious  name  now  glory  each  new  cycle  gains. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

ON  ABSTAINING  FROM  REGARD  TO  THE  VICISSITUDES  OP  TIME,  AITD 
THE  BASING  ONE'S  ACTIONS  ON  THE  DECREES  AND  WILL  OF  GOD. 

nnxoDUCTioK. 


When  the  clime-adorning  king  had  heard  this  story  full  of  adTantage, 
which  may  be  regarded  as  a  treasure  fraught  with  the  gems  of  wisdom,  asd 
a  store-house  filled  with  the  coins  of  admonition,  being  bound  heart  and  sod 
in  obligation  to  the  perfect  and  accomplish  sage,  he  said, 

STANZA. 

'Thou  from  the  ocean  of  whose  radiant  mind. 

The  weary  wanderers  in  inquiry's  plain. 
To  slake  their  thirst,  pure  streams  of  wisdom  find ! 

Whose  counsel's  hand,  from  wisdom's  face  again 

Withdraws  the  yeil  of  douhts  and  errors  rain ! 

I  have  already  wearied  your  highness,  possessed  of  wisdom,  beyond  all 
bounds,  and  have  carried  the  excess  of  my  importunities  to  the  limits  of 
disrespect,  and  the  point  has  been  almost  reached  for  the  chain  ^  of  jour 
sublime  discourse  to  be  severed.  Since  then,  you  have  acquainted  me  with  the 
signification  of  the  thirteenth  precept,  and  I  have  heard  the  tale  of  kings  in 
reference  to  their  patronage  of  counsellors  and  near  dependants,  and  h&\e 
been  informed  of  the  mischiefs  which  spring  from  associating  with  the 
mean  and  base:  now  be  so  condescendingly  gracious  as  to  set  forth 
a  detailed  explanation  of  the  last  precept  and  discourse  on  this 
subject,  viz. :  Why  the  beneficent  and  intellectual  sage  is  fettered  hy 
the  bonds  of  calamity,  and  broken  by  the  wounds  of  adverse  fortune, 
while  the  vile  ignorant  person,  fatuously  careless,  passes  his  life  in  ease 
and  enjoyment  ?  why  neither  the  former  is  assisted  by  bis  good  sense  and 
sagacity,  nor  the  latter  overthrown  by  his  ignorance  and  fatuity.  Say, 
moreover,  what  kind  of  stratagem  is  to  be  employed  to  secure  advantage  and 
repel  injury  ?  and  by  what  counsel  one  may  enjoy  the  happy  influences  of 
felicity,  and  by  what  service  our  roads  may  lead  to  the  halting-place  wished- 
for?'     The  Brahman  replied,  *0  king!  there  are  first  steps  and  sources  of 


*  Lit,  *  Tent-rope.' 
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felicity,  which  when  a  person  has  secured,  he  will  become  more  desemng  of 
rank  and  authority,  and  more  fit  for  an  honorable  and  exalted  position;  but  the 
results  and  fruits  thereof  are  dependent  on  the  Divine  decree  and  God's 
will ;  and  the  king's  command  may  be  viewed  as  the  first  source  of  all,  and 
means  and  appliances  will,  if  destiny  so  requires  it,  prove  abortive  and 
ineffectual.  For  many  wise  persons  who  have  been  in  the  enjoyment  of 
deserved  good-fortune,  have  suddenly  been  excluded  even  jfrom  food  sufficient 
for  a  single  day ;  while  many  ignorant  persons,  without  the  aid  of  puissance 
and  virtue,  have  been  seated  on  the  throne  of  sovereignty. 

STANZA. 

They  royal  treasures  on  the  base  bestow, 

Tet  cannot  for  the  worthy  crumbs  afford ; 
Spontaneous  giye  high  places  to  the  low. 

But  ne*er,  e'en  by  mistake,  ^  a  place  afford. 

To  men  of  learning  in  the  outer  ward. 

And  assuredly  this  state  of  things  cannot  but  be  in  connection  with  the 
Divine  decree  and  the  command  of  God  Most  Holy.  And  although  one 
may  possess  perfect  understanding,  so  that  in  that  way  he  might  procure 
a  maintenance ;  or  a  very  lucrative  profession,  whence  he  might  provide  the 
means  of  support;  or  fascinating  beauty  by  which  he  might  capture  hearts, 
and  so  secure  advantages :  yet  when  the  Divine  will  yields  not  assistance 
thereto,  the  party  will  reap  no  fruit,  nor  will  he  see  such  gainful  results 
from  the  antecedents  of  beauty  and  wisdom  and  perfection.  And  a  Prince 
wrote  this  proposition  on  the  gate  of  the  city  of  Xus^ur,  and  there  is  a 
beautiful  story  and  sweet  tale  connected  with  this.'  The  King  asked, 
'How  was  that?' 

STORY  I. 

The  Brdhman  said,  '  They  have  related  that  in  certain  countries  of  Rum 
there  was  a  prosperous  king  and  mighty  sovereign. 

COUPLET. 

Of  mighty  wisdom  with  high  spirit  blent,        His  arm  was  strong,  his  heart  intelligent. 

He  had  two  sons  adorned  with  a  variety  of  accomplishments,  and  graced 
with  a  multitude  of  eminent  qualities. 

COUPLET. 

That  by  his  mercy  hearts  did  captiyate,  This  by  his  justice  souls  reanimate. 

When  the  king  accepted,  with  the  phrase  '  Here  I  am ! ',  the  invitation  of 
his  Creator,  the  elder  brother  appropriated,  with  the  hand  of  predominant 
power,  the  treasury  of  his  father ;  and  having  secured  the  hearts  of  the  Pillars 

1  Or  bi-ffhaiat  may  mean  with  the  rest  of  the  sentence,  '  Through  error,  they  do  not  give 
a  place  to  the  wise  even  at  the  threshold.' 

2  s 
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of  the  State,  and  of  the  ministers  of  the  late  king  with  the  lasso  of  oooitaf 
and  winning  demeanour,  and  captured  them  with  his  perfect  humanity  aad 
mildness,  seated  himself  in  his  father's  place. 

00X7PLET. 

A  prince  of  bappy  foitane,  in  a  yet  more  happy  hour. 
His  father's  roles  obeying,  assumed  the  reins  of  power. 

The  younger  hrother,  when  he  saw  that  the  Hnm&  of  empire  OTershadowed 
the  star-reaching  head  of  his  elder  brother,  and  that  the  leader,  Fortune,  faal 
given  the  reins  of  the  courser  of  the  age  to  the  grasp  of  his  authority  and 
option ;  through  fear  that  he  might  act  perfidiously  towards  him,  placed  tiv 
equipage  of  travel  on  the  back  of  the  dromedary  of  flight ;  and  voluntarilj 
submitting  to  the  affliction  of  exile  and  the  perils  of  travel,  and  taking  abng 
with  him  supplies  of  grief  and  lamentation,  set  out  on  his  joumey. 

COUPLBT. 

I  am  weary  of  my  fktherbmd,  on  my  trarels  I  will  go, 

But  no  proTisionB  fbr  my  journey,  sare  my  grief  for  thee,  I  know. 

The  Prince  set  out  alone  on  a  long  and  distant  expedition,  and,  as  day 
dosed,  reached  a  halting-place ;  and  there  grieving  and  lamenting  over  his 
solitary  and  wretched  state,  he  exclaimed, 

oouPLsr. 
'  Since  each  two  steps  hsTe  made  my  eyes  of  bloody  tears  a  gushing  spring, 
And  such  my  earliest  march ;  say,  how  my  journey  to  a  dose  I'll  bring  ? ' 

In  short  he  passed  that  night  solitarily.  Next  day  when  the  fair-faced  beauty 
of  the  sun  showed  her  comeliness  &om  the  curtain  of  the  horizon,  and  Ik 
sweetheart  of  day's  luminary  displayed  from  behind  the  veil  of  hlue  hn 
bright  cheeks  and  radiant  countenance, 

COUPLBT. 

HeaTcn's  wheel  the  sun's  gate  open  threw  meanwhile. 
And  decked  earth's  surfiice  with  a  sunny  smile, 

the  Prince  prepared  to  set  off,  and  a  youth  of  fidr  countenance  and 
curling  hair,  of  excessive  sprightliness  and  infinite  grace  met  him.  Ths 
Prince  looked  and  beheld  a  lovely  stripling,  such  that  thou  wouldst  say  they 
had  sewed  the  garment^  of  perfection  on  his  person,  and  had  consumed  the 
heart  of  the  moon  with  the  heat  of  envy  at  his  beauty.  His  down  was  like  a 
fresh  violet  hudding  close  to  a  green  rose-leaf,  or  a  ring  of  moist  ambergris  on 
the  surfiMie  of  a  tulip  loaded  with  dew. 


1  The  iabd  ]b  a  lon^  gown  with  flaps  in  the  skirt,  the  skirt  and  breast  open,  and  some- 
times slits  in  the  arm-pits :  K6n6n-i  lal&m  :  appendix,  Dress,  x. 
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YBBBB. 

With  beard  like  ante  near  a  roee  fresh  blowing,^ 
Which  from  the  hyacinth  scents  gathering  stray ; 

Its  light  down  o'er  the  moon  soft  fetters  throwing, 
Led  reason's  self,  adoring,  blind,  away. 

When  the  royal  youth  beheld  that  captivating  down  and  glowing  cheek, 

OOUPLET. 

That  down  of  rarest  beauty  with  those  bright  cheeks  seemed  to  blend. 
Like  the  wondrous  grass  that  sprang  up  from  the  furnace  of  God's  friend,' 

lie  said  to  himself,  '  Perhaps  I  could  bear  the  burthen  of  the  woes  of  travel 
with  the  support  of  the  society  of  this  stripHng,  and  obtain  security  under 
the  shadow  of  this  cypress  with  cheeks  like  the  rose,  from  the  heat  of  this 
fire-raining  desert. 

HEMISTICH. 

'T  LB  sweet  for  him  to  wander  who  a  comrade  has  like  thee.' 
Then  those  two  jasmins  of  youth's  garden,  and  those  two  tender  trees  by  the 
rivulet  of  life,  being  pleased  with  each  other's  society,  regarded  the  distressful 
wilderness  as  the  rose-garden  of  Iram,  and  fancied  the  thorny  brakes  of  toil 
to  be  the  joy-augmenting  flower-parterres  of  Paradise. 

QUATRAIN. 

Were  nought  but  woes  and  cruel  wounds  from  thy  tresses  all  my  gain, 
On  th'  inhabitants  of  Eden,  I  still  with  scorn  should  look: 

And  to  Paradise  without  thee  they  might  me  call  in  vain. 
For  Eden's  self  without  thee,  my  soul,  this  heart  could  nerer  brook.) 

At  the  next  stage,  a  merchant's  son,  (a  youth  intelligent  and  experienced,  of 
just  counsels,  far-seeing,  and  of  perfect  understanding,  such  that  by  his 
perfect  wisdom,  when  good  sense  was  required,  he  could  bind  the  cord  of 
night  on  the  neck  of  day,  and  at  the  time  of  dealing,  could,  by  his  sharpness 
and  cleverness,  obtain  the  sterling  gold  of  the  sun  from  the  four-streeted 
market  of  the  sky. 

C0X7PLBT. 

Acute,  sharp-witted,  and  of  honeyed  speech.      By  long  experience  skilled  hi»  ends  to  reach ;) 

joined  company  with  them ;  and  thus  was  brought  about  the  felicitous 
appearance  of  that  trine.'  On  the  third  day  a  robust  and  lusty  young 
peasant,  (who  possessed  universal  intelligence  on  agricultural  matters  and 
perfect  skill  in  all  the  varieties  of  farming  occupations,  the  felicity  of  whose 
operations  was  such  in  planting,^  that  every  dry  ^ck  which  he  set  in  the 


^  His  black  moustachios  near  his  red  lips  looked  Uke  ants  near  a  rose. 

>  When  Namriid,  or  Nimrod  as  we  call  him,  cast  Abraham,  *  God's  friend,'  into  a 
fbmace,  the  fire  turned  into  a  verdant  meadow.    See  Kur'&n,  Sale's  Trans.,  p.  247,  note  0. 

'  There  is  doubtless  an  allusion  to  astrology  here.  These  three  handBome  youths  formed, 
as  it  were,  a  trine,  or  conjunction  of  three  fortunate  stars. 

^  The  editions  have  dihkdni  repeated  three  times  in  this  sentence,  which  is  altogether 
opposed  to  the  spirit  of  Persian  autnors,  who  delight  to  exhibit  their  'copia  Terbomm.'  I 
woiUd,  therefore,  with  one  of  my  MSS.  read  ddghbdni  for  one  of  this  dikkdni  group. 
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earth,  coining  to  perfection  like  a  young  shoot,  produced  fresh  frmts  in 
abundance ;  and  the  auspiciousness  of  whose  proceeding  in  husbandry  ve&t 
to  that  point,  that  every  clod  upon  which  he  set  his  foot,  yielded  con 
without  hifi  requiring  to  sow  seed ; 

COUPLET. 

For  him,  the  orchard  freshening  showers  made  wet. 
And,  self-prepared,  the  field  his  wishes  met ;) 

became  their  comrade ;  and  by  those  four  pillars  thus  united,  the  edifice  of 
companionship  received  its  completion  and  the  maxim,  '  The  be$t  company  it 
ftrnty  was  elucidated.  So  the  attached  friends  having  forgotten — through 
the  pleasure  of  intercourse — ^thoir  regrets  for  their  kin  and  country,  were 
traveling  on  divers  stages  and  journeys,  and  continued  cheerful  and  content 
with  the  sight  of  one  anoth(T. 

mSTICHB. 

To  those  who  sit  with  friends  and  loved  ones  near, 
A  furnace  will  a  field  of  flowers  appear. 
Our  wishes^  fabric  must  through  friendship  stand. 
Without  it,  useless  are  thy  tongue  and  hand ; 
Each  comrade  helps  the  craving  heart  to  fill, 
And  each  acquaintance  makes  it  purer  still. 
Each  meeting  will  some  new  advantage  bring. 
From  each  conjunction  some  new  blessings  spring. 
When  with  one  star  another 's  joined — ^behold ! 
What  blest  results  their  blended  beams  unfold ! 

After  traversing  a  vast  distance,  they  arrived  at  the  city  of  Nustur,  smi 
selected  a  good  lodging  in  a  comer  of  the  town  to  repose  and  rest  in.  Not 
one  of  them  had  any  provisions  or  supplies  left,  nor  had  they  a  single  diram 
or  dinar.  One  of  the  party  said,  *  Our  advisable  course  at  present  is,  that 
we  should  each  display  our  skill  and  ability,  and  secure  by  our  labor  the 
good  things  we  want,  that  we  may  pass  some  days  in  this  city  in  comfort' 
The  Prince  said,  '  Affairs  are  dependent  on  the  decrees  of  Grod,  and  no 
difference  is  effected  in  them  by  the  exertions  or  toil  of  man.  Wherefore, 
those  who  are  the  wisest  among  mankind  will  assuredly  take  no  steps  in 
pursuit  of  such  a  thing,  nor  devote  their  precious  life  for  carrion,  which  in 
spite  of  its  perishable  nature,  is  surrounded  by  many  enemies. 

*  STANZA. 

This  world  is  to  a  carrion-carcase  like. 

Round  which  a  myriad  vidtures  without  pause 
A  contest  wage.    These  with  their  talons  strike 

Those  who,  in  turn,  wound  them  with  beak  and  clawsw 
At  length  they  spread  their  wings ;  and,  soaring,  quit 
Their  evil  prey,  nor  can  they  taste  or  come  near  it. 

The  daily  subsistence,   which  has  been  apportioned  in   the   fabric     '  Wt 
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distributed  their  necessary  provision  among  them  in  this  present  life,^  is  not  to 
be  augmented  by  the  aid  of  greediness  and  ayidity,  and  all  that  the  coyetoos 
man  obtains  is  disaster  and  disgrace. 

DIBTICHS. 

What  though  we  gather,  many  a  morsel — still 
More  than  fate  grants  will  ne'er  oar  stomach  fill. 
Why,  then,  this  trouble  and  anxiety 
For  that  which  is  withheld  by  destiny  ? 
Submissive  bow  to  fate,  contented  grow, 
Put  greed  aside ;  live  peaceful,  happy,  so.' 

The  handsome  youth  said,  'Beauty  is  a  qualification  which  can  be  relied  on  for 
obtaining  good  things,  and  comeliness  is  a  sure  source  of  acquiring  property 
and  opulence.  "Whenever  the  J  of  Jamdl  (beauty)  displays  itself,  it  wiU  be 
followed  by  Mdl  (wealth) ;  and  at  all  times  that  the  Z  of  ^ardfat  (grace- 
fulness) appears,  Bdfat  (tenderness)  and  kindness  will  be  sure  to  be  joined 
to  it. 

OOUFLBT. 

The  man  of  handsome  &ce,  do  what  he  will, 
Has  in  his  path  all  eyes  fixed  on  him  still.* 

The  merchant's  son  also  read  off  an  inscription  &om  the  page  of  his 
condition,  and  said,  *  The  capital  of  beauty  is  a  coin  of  short  endurance  in 
the  bazar  of  affairs,  and  in  a  short  time  nothing  is  left  either  of  principal  or 
interest.  Eight  judgment  and  the  advantages  of  judicious  counsel,  and 
experience  and  skill  in  transacting  business,  have  the  precedence  of  all  other 
goods ;  and  whenever  the  foot  of  subsiste^ce  stumbles  against  the  stone  of 
want,  the  results  of  good  sense  alone  can  afford  a  remedy ;  and  whoever  has 
nought  left  to  support  himself,  can  alleviate  his  wants  only  by  the  assistance 
of  expertness  in  his  dealings. 

C0X7PLBT. 

If  thou  dost  all  thy  acts  on  prudence  base. 
Thou  mayest  then  thy  goods  securely  place.' 

The  young  peasant  delivered  himself  as  follows,  '  Good  sense  and  prudence 
do  not  succeed  everywhere,  nor  does  advantage  always  result  therefrom. 
For  if  wisdom  had  much  to  do  with  the  acquisition  of  fortune,  it  must  needs 
follow,  that  whoever  surpassed  all  others  in  knowledge  and  was  before  the 
rest  of  mankind  in  judgment  and  prudence,  would  set  up  the  flag  of  his 
success  in  the  plain  of  empire,  and  that  the  young  tree  of  his  felicity  would 
be  planted  beside  the  rivulet  of  sovereign  power.  Yet  we  have  seen  wise 
men  enough  incarcerated  in  the  prison  of  want,  and  have  watched  many  who 


*  Eur'&n,  Ch.  xliii.,  31;  Sale,  p.  362,  1.  32:  *We  distribute  their  necessary  provision 
amone  them  in  this  present  Ufe,  and  we  raise  some  of  them  several  degrees  above  the  others^ 
that  the  one  of  them  may  take  the  other  to  serve  hiiu  :  »nd  tlic  mercy  of  thy  Lord  is  more 
valuable  than  the  riches  which  thny  gather  together.' 
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had  not  the  slightest  acent  from  the  rose-garden  of  ability  and  expertan, 
yet  walking  at  free-will  and  enjoying  themaelTea  amon^  die  partenes  i 
wealth  and  opulence.    Henoe  they  have  said, 

OOUFLBT. 

'  HeaTen  on  the  worthies  fool  bestows  the  reins  of  earthly  bliss : 
WiMlom  and  Tiitae  hast  thou  both  ?    See,  then,  thy  crime  in  this  ? 

Wherefore  the  blessings  of  application,  and  the  happy  influences  of  toil, 
bring  men  to  a  position  of  success  and  enjoyment ;  and  it  is  by  the  means  d 
skill  in  their  profession,  and  the  advantage  of  knowledge  of  their  crafty  tiul 
they  are  decked  with  the  ornaments  of  delight  and  felicity. 


Wottldst  thou  have  gold,  then  labor  on ; 

By  knowledge  only  thou'lt  in  nought  succeed. 
The  king  himself,  spite  of  his  crown  and  throne^ 

Stands  of  the  coin  of  laboring  men  in  need.' 

When  it  came  to  the  Prince's  turn  again  to  speak,  they  requested  him, 
saying,  *  Bo  you,  too,  be  pleased  to  address  us  once  more  in  elucidation  of 
this  subject,  and  throw  some  light  on  this  question  which  we  are  discussog/ 
The  Prince  responded, 

OOUPLXT. 

*  By  me  content  and  poverty  shall  ne'er  disparaged  be ; 

Go  tell  the  king,  '  Thy  daily  food  is  portioned  e*en  to  thee  ! ' 

I  adhere  to  the  same  opinion,  of  the  particulars  of  which  I  have  already 
given  a  notion.  I  do  not,  indeed,  deny  the  justness  of  what  you,  comrades, 
say,  that  something  may  be  gained  by  the  ornament  of  beauty  and  the 
capital  of  good  sense  and  toU.  But  what  I  assert  is  this,  that  if  the  comelineffi 
of  fate's  decree  does  not  display  itself  from  behind  the  curtain,  the  radiant 
star  of  beauty  cannot  ascend  from  the  horizon  of  success ;  and  that  untQ  the 
Curator,  Providence,  opens  the  door  of  the  shop  of  the  Divine  will,  the  goods 
of  knowledge  and  ability  cannot  obtain  any  currency  in  the  market  of 
acceptance.  The  advantage  of  the  table  of  labor  is  a  morsel  which  it  is  in 
the  discretion  of  Providence  to  apportion  or  not  to  the  skilful ;  and  the  gain 
of  trade  and  agriculture  is  the  ear  of  com  of  a  provision  which  accrue  to 
the  husbandmen  of  the  field  of  craft  only  from  the  stock  of  the  will  of  the 
Eternal  One.  And,  without  the  Divine  decree,  every  writing  that  versicobr 
Fancy  draws  on  the  tablet  of  thought,  in  the  end  receives  the  impression  of 
decay,  and  every  spell  that  the  incantation-reader  of  the  counael  employs,  at 
last  assumes  the  semblance  of  an  idle  dream. 

COUFLXT. 

What  arts  I  used,  what  arts  without  avail ! 
The  spells  I  breathed  passed  idly  down  the  gale. 

Wherefore  it  is  clearly  established  that  if   the   Most    High    God  wUls  it 
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the  wish  of  every  person  will  be  attained  without  toil  or  trouble.  But  if  the 
Eternal  Purpose  is  not  linked  with  its  accomplishment,  labor  and  struggles 
are  altogether  unavailing.  Consequently  we  ought  to  bow  our  necks  to 
God's  commandment,  and  place  the  head  of  resignation  on  the  line  of  destiny. 

HEMISTICH. 

Our  cure  for  fate  Ib  t'  acquieece — enough ! 

And  just  in  this  way  that  aged  Farmer  committed  his  afEurs  to  God's 
grace,  and  in  a  short  time,  having  acquired  his  wish,  was  liberated  from  the 
prison  of  trouble.'    The  Prince's  comrades  inquired,  '  How  was  that  ? ' 


STOEY  II. 

The  Prince  said,  *  They  have  related  that  in  the  city  of  Andaliis  *  there 
was  a  Parmer  with  an  open  hand  and  heart,  who  was  successful  in  his 
agricultural  occupations.  Once  on  a  time  his  receipts  exceeded  his  disburse- 
ments, and  he  got  together  three  hundred  gold  dinars,  and  was  very  much 
delighted  with  that  amount  of  money,  and  took  care  not  to  lay  out  a  particle 
of  it  in  his  expenses.  Every  day  he  took  out  his  well-stuffed  purse,  and 
counted  the  pieces,  and  made  the  lip  of  enjoyment  smile  with  that  mirth- 
augmenting  saffiron-colored  coin. 

OOUPLET. 

Showers  from  that  yellow  fruit  came  down  nnceasing, 
Which,  Baffron-Hke,'  were  still  his  joy  increasing. 

One  day  in  his  wonted  manner,  having  counted  his  gold,  he  had  put  it 
back  in  the  purse,  and  was  about  to  deposit  it  in  a  secure  place,  when  an 
intimate  friend  came  to  the  door  and  called  to  him.  The  Farmer,  through 
fear  lest  he  should  come  in  and  become  acquainted  with  that  gHttering-faced 
bride,  (which,  in  accordance  with  the  direction,  '  Hide  thy  gold  /  *  ought  to  be 
kept  under  the  veil  of  concealment,)  did  not  wait  to  secure  it,  but  took  it  up 
and  flung  it  into  a  pitcher,  and  set  out  with  his  Mend  to  the  village  on 
account  of  a  matter  of  importance,  strictly  charging  his  wife  as  he  started  to 
get  ready  a  meal  for  them.  As  soon  as  the  Farmer  had  gone,  his  wife 
wanted  to  cook  some  broth.  Seeing  the  pitcher  empty  she  took  it  up  and 
went  to  the  door  and  stood  looking  out  for  an  acquaintance  to  pass  by.  It 
happened  that  the  village  butcher  going  to  the  city  to  buy  a  cow  passed 
that  spot.     The  Farmer's  wife  recognised  him,  and  asked  him  civilly  if 


1  AndaKis,  (that  is,  Spain,)  so  called  by  the  Arabians,  from  Andalusia,  theproyince  which 
was  first  conquered  in  the  year  of  the  Hijrah  92  (A.D.  710),  by  T&rik  bin  Ziy&d,  under  the 
Ehal&fat  of  Al  Walid,  the  13th  successor  to  Muhammad. 

3  Orientals  use  saffiron  in  many  drinks  and  pleasant  beyerages.  Thus  the  Amirs  of 
Sindh,  who  quaffed  bowls  of  milk  daily,  colored  the  milk  with  sa£fron. 
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• 

he  would  undertake  the  trouble  of  bringing  a  little  -water  for  h^,  br 
which  he  would,  at  the  same  time,  oblige  an  old  friend,  and  secure  the  sieiit 
of  afwiflting  one  in  a  difficulty.  The  yillager  agreed,  and  the  fEomer's  wife 
gave  him  the  pitcher  in  which  was  the  purse  of  gold.  The  batcher  put  it  od 
his  back,  and  went  to  fetch  the  water.  On  the  way  he  perceired  something 
more  in  the  pitcher,  and  on  examining  it,  saw  the  pnrse.  Forthwith, 
drawing  it  delightedly  into  the  sleeve  of  possession,  he  exclaimed, 

OOUPLKT. 

*  Faith !  that  is  lack  which,  withont  effoit,  to  oar  fond  embraces  yields ; 
If  toil  alone  can  win  them,  I'll  not  Talne  Eden's  sparkling  fields. 

Thanks,  grateful  thanks  to  God  (may  His  glory  be  mag:mfied  !)  that  without 
the  annoyance  of  trouble,  and  the  calamity  of  hardship  and  suffering,  an 
abundant  blessing  and  complete  opulence  have  been  bestowed  on  me.  I  must 
now  think  it  right  to  show  my  sense  of  this  unexpected  good-fortune,  and  not 
abandon  my  profession,  but  store  up  this  gold  for  a  day  of  emergency.'  Then, 
through  delight  at  getting  the  gold,  he  forgot  all  about  the  water  and  the 
pitcher,  and  having  purchased  a  fat  young  heifer  with  the  money  that  he  had 
of  his  own,  he  set  out  home.  As  soon  as  he  had  got  out  of  the  city,  he  thought 
to  himself,  '  K I  keep  this  purse  about  me,  I  cannot  be  secure  fix>m  the  dread 
of  thieves ;  and  if  I  bury  it  anywhere  in  this  city  I  shall  never  be  able  to 
breathe  at  ease,  from  anxiety  of  mind  and  troublous  thoughts ;  and  I  have  not 
sufficient  confidence  in  any  one  to  be  able  to  confide  this  to  him  as  a  deposit 

HEMISTICH. 

Seek  not  in  this  age  for  good  fiedth,  for  it  exists  nowhere. 

My  best  course  is  to  put  the  purse  in  the  Cow's  throat  and  manage  to 
make  it  swallow  it,  and  after  I  have  slaughtered  it  I  will  take  out  safely  mv 
purse  of  gold.'  He  then  put  the  unfortunate  cow  to  that  torture,  and 
made  it  like  Sdmirfy's^  calf^  full  of  golden  treasure,  and  turned  his  face 
homeward.  It  befell  that  the  son  met  him  on  the  road,  and  told  him  some 
other  things  which  had  occurred  in  the  village,  and  which  the  butcher  was  to 


^  See  Sale's  Translation  of  the  Enr'&n,  p.  6,  note  k :  *  The  person  who  cast  this  calf  (the 
same  which  is  spoken  of  in  Exodus}  the  Mohammedans  say  was  not  Aaron,  but  Al  Sameri, 
one  of  the  principal  men  among  tne  children  of  Israel,  some  of  whose  descendants,  it  is 
pretended,  still  inhabit  an  island  of  that  name  in  the  Arabian  Gulf.  It  was  made  of  the 
rings  and  bracelets  of  gold  and  silver,  and  other  materials,  which  the  Israelites  had  borrowed 
of  the  Egyptians;  for  Aaron,  who  commanded  in  his  brother's  absence,  haying  ordered 
Al  S&men  to  collect  those  ornaments  from  the  people,  who  carried  on  a  wicked  commerce 
with  them,  and,  to  keep  them  together  till  the  return  of  Moses,  Al  Sameri,  understanding 
the  founder's  art,  put  them  together  into  a  furnace,  to  melt  them  down  into  one  mass,  whiS 
came  out  in  the  form  of  a  calf.  The  Israelites,  accustomed  to  the  Egyptian  idolatrv,  pajing 
a  religious  worship  to  this  image,  Al  Sameri  went  further,  and  took  some  dust  'from  the 
footstep  of  the  horse  of  the  an?el  Gabriel,  who  marched  at  the  head  of  the  people,  and 
threw  It  into  the  mouth  of  the  calf,  which  immediately  began  to  low,  and  became  animated; 
for  such  was  the  virtue  of  that  dust.  One  writer  says  that  all  the  Israelites  adored  this  calf 
except  only  12,000.'  * 
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settle.  The  latter,  in  order  to  make  some  arrangements,  returned  to  the  city, 
and  handed  over  charge  of  the  cow  to  his  son.  Meanwhile  the  Farmer  had 
returned  with  his  friend  from  the  yillage.  Now  a  long  time  back,  he  had 
made  a  vow  to  sacrifice  a  fat  heifer.  When  he  saw  one  in  such  good  .case 
he  was  inclined  to  purchase  it,  and  giving  a  little  more  profit  to  the 
butcher^ s  son  than  he  expected,  he  bought  it;  and  bringing  it  home,  made 
the  necessary  preparations  for  the  sacrifice.  Meanwhile  the  matter  of  the  gold 
returned  to  his  memory,  and  he  went  to  remove  the  money  frt)m  that  place 
and  to  deposit  it  in  a  safe  spot  The  more  he  searched  for  the  pitcher,  the  less 
he  found  it.  He  then  asked  his  wife  where  it  was  ?  She  in  reply  told  him 
the  circumstances.  Hereupon  sighs  arose  from  the  Farmer's  heart,  and  the 
eye  of  his  covetousness  was  weeping  with  poignant  regret,  and  far-sighted 
prudence  was  laughing  at  his  forlorn  and  ignominious  plight. 

OOUPLBT. 

Folks  that  can  weep  for  property  and  pelf; 
Be  sure,  they  do  but  each  deride  himself. 

For  some  time  the  farmer  was  immersed  in  the  whirlpool  of  care  in  a  state 
of  imconsciousness ;  and  for  an  interval  tormented  himself  in  the  vortex  of 
dismay.     At  last  he  adopted  feelix^  of  resignation  and  submission,  and  said, 

HEMISTICH. 

'We  leaye  it  to  His  bounty  what  to  do.' 

He  then  commanded  them  to  sacrifice  the  cow,  and  when  the  knife  was 
used  to  open  the  intestines  his  eyes  lighted  on  the  purse  of  gold.  At  this 
sight  he  lost  his  senses  with  joy,  and  when  he  recovered  himself,  he  took  up 
the  purse,  and  having  cleared  it  of  filth,  he  took  out  the  pieces  and  kept 
constantly  lifting  up  one  after  another,  kissing  them,  rubbing  them  upon  his 
eyes,  and  restoring  them  to  their  places,  while  he  said, 

HEMISTICH. 

<  May  ill  luck  never  thy  existence  mar ; ' 

He  then  reflected,  'This  time  by  the  fortimate  and  accidental  occurrence 
of  such  a  strange  affair — an  extraordinary  and  mysterious  coincidence  that  no 
eye  has  ever  seen  nor  ear  heard — ^this  gold  has  been  recovered.  Hereafter  this 
purse  of  money  shall  go  nowhere  but  roimd  my  waist,  and  to  be  without  it  for 
a  moment  is  a  thing  never  again  to  be  thought  of. 

COirPLBT. 

From  thee  to  part !  I  cannot  frame  the  thought, 
From  his  own  soul  can  one  bo  torn  by  aught  ? ' 

Thenceforward  the  Farmer  always  used  to  keep  the  purse  about  his  own 
person,  and  his  wife  used  to  reproach  him  saying,  '  This  conduct  is  alien  from 


from  a  share  of  the  table  of  whose  benefits  not  a  single  creature  is  exdnded; 
and  feels  sure  that  it  is  impossible  to  increase  or  dimiTiitA  the  aUomnee 
which  has  been  predestined  to  him  from  eternity  without  b^;inning,  aod 
which  the  command  of  the  Eternal  One  has  fixed. 

HSMISTICH. 

The  cup  of  fete  nor  more  nor  less  contains/ 

The  Farmer  replied,  '  Wife !  there  is  no  alternative  in  this  worid  ef 
causes  but  to  attend  to  means.  In  our  outward  behaviour  we  must  be 
governed  by  the  rule  of  cause  and  effect,  and  spiritually  we  must  quaff  tk 
wine  of  resignation  frx)m  the  goblet  of  reliance  on  God. 

COUPLET. 

Sit  not  supine !  Since  cause  does  all  things  leaven. 
Neglect  it  not ;  and  leave  the  rest  to  Heaven.' 

The  wife  held  her  tongue,  and  the  Farmer  tied  the  purse  round  his  waist, 
and  went  about  his  avocations.  One  day,  he  was  bathing  in  a  spiii^ 
of  water,  and  undoing  the  purse  from  his  girdle,  put  it  down  by  the  side 
of  the  pool.  When  he  had  finished,  he  put  on  his  dress,  and  forgetting  the 
money,  left  it  there  and  went'  his  way.  After  him  a  shepherd  came  to 
the  same  spot  to  water  his  fiock,  and  saw  the  purse  of  gold  on  the  maigin 
of  the  spring.  He  immediately  snatched  it  up,  and,  in  excessive  raptoie, 
retraced  his  steps,  and  going  to  his  own  abode,  counted  the  money,  and 
found  it  three  hundred  dfndrs.  He  then  said  to  himself,  '  This  is  a  rousd 
sum ;  were  I  to  take  anything  out  of  it,  it  would  impair  the  excell^ce  of 
the  number,  and  perhaps  I  could  never  make  it  up  again  to  the  same 
amount.  I  must  be  patient  in  unavoidable  hardships,  and  store  up  this 
amount  for  a  day  of  want'  Whereupon,  the  simple  fellow,  fixing  his  heart 
upon  the  gold;  and  fastening  it  under  his  armpit,  and  rubbing  the  day 
of  silence  on  his  Kps,  went  on,  as  before,  with  his  duties  as  a  shepheid. 
Meantime,  however,   when  the  Farmer  rememhfired  his  mnnAxr     >i<»  >wm*oti 
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and,  with  a  hundred  pangs  and  pains,  ran  searching  about  on  the  right  hand 
and  on  the  left. 

HEMISTICH. 

Much  did  he  search,  and  yet  not  reach  his  wish. 

At  length,  baffled  and  sad,  he  returned  home,  and  told  his  family  what 
had  occured.  His  wife's  heart  was  brimful  of  cholcr  against  her  spouse. 
When  she  heard  the  state  of  the  case,  she  loosed  the  tongue  of  reproach 
and  said,  '  0  good-for-nothing  fellow !  thou  didst  display  all  these  excessive 
precautions  in  taking  care  of  the  gold,  and  choosing  to  be  stingy  in  thy 
daily  expenses,  kept  thy  family  on  short  allowance.  Kow  cry  away  and 
lament  for  the  loss  of  it ! '  The  Farmer  replied,  '  Thou  sayest  the  truth, 

COUPLET. 

If  we  are  panged  with  absence  now,  we  cannot  muimur  at  our  lot, 
For  in  the  day  of  union  we  the  tribute  of  our  thanks  forgot 

It  was  a  downright  blunder,  a  blunder  downright,  that  I  took  such  trouble 
to  store  up  the  cash,  and  withholding  it  from  my  wife  and  &mily,  kept  a 
watch  oyer  it  with  such  prodigious  care.  No  sensible  man  acts  in  this 
way,  to  tie  a  purse  of  gold  roimd  his  waist,  and  suffer  day  and  night,  and 
undergo  ready-money  vexation  for  credit  indulgences.  And  all  of  a  sudden, 
a  turn  of  fortune,  which  could  never  have  been  traced  on  the  tablet  of 
thought,  makes  its  appearance  from  destiny's  workshop ;  and,  like  me,  he 
tumbles  into  a  whirlpool  of  dismay,  and  is  left  a  long  way  off  from  the 
shore  of  escape. 

YEBSE. 

They  that  have  gems  and  still  at  mining  slave. 

Their  liyes  in  toil  for  other  men  bestow. 
And  since  our  cares  augment,  the  more  we  craye ; 

Haye  we  but  milk  and  wine,  why  lahor  so  ? 
How  long  wilt  sujfer  in  pursuit  of  more  ?  • 

Contentment  seek,  and  let  thy  woes  be  o'er.' 

Then  the  Farmer  employed  himself  in  protestations  of  repentance  and 
contrition,  and  vowed  that  he  would  never  hoard  up  wealth  again,  and 
would  expend  without  delay  all  that  came  to  hand.  So,  seeking  the  divine 
favor  by  reliance  on  God,  he  committed  his  affairs  to  the  Creator;  and, 
acquiescing  in  the  decrees  of  Providence,  he  placed  the  head  of  submission 
on  the  line  of  resignation. 

HEKISTICH. 

Sit  down,  and  on  the  Almighty's  bounty  rest. 

In  the  other  direction,  the  shepherd,  with^the  bag  of  gold  under  his  arm, 
was  feeding  his  flock.  One  day  he  was  employed  in  the  same  business 
dose  by  a  well.  Suddenly,  a  party  of  horsemen  showed  themselves  in  the 
distance.    The  shepherd,  in  dread  lest  they  should  take  the  gold  from  him. 
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dropped  the  purse  into  the  well,  and  as  day  was  closmg,  he  droTe  hia 
sheep  homewards.  Just  after  he  had  gone  away,  tlie  Fanner  was  going 
along,  and  a  strong  wind  began  to  blow.  It  carried  off  his  turban  and 
threw  it  into  that  very  well.  The  Parmer  jumped  down  in  a  moment, 
and  was  looking  for  his  turban,  when  all  of  a  sudden  he  got  hold  of  the 
purse  of  gold. 

HEMISTICH. 

He  sought  a  pearl,  and  lo !  a  mby  found. 

Haying  returned  thanks  to  God,  he  went  back,  and  told  his  family  the  stoiy 
of  finding  the  money,  and  when  he  coimted  it,  there  were  the  three  hundred 
dfndrs  as  before.  At  this  the  Farmer  exclaimed,  *  Behold !  Grod  Most  Hi^ 
has  from  an  invisible  quarter  conveyed  to  me  the  same  amount  which  had 
disappeared.'  He  then  fulfilled  the  vows  he  had  made,  and  began  to  expend 
the  money.  Some  he  disbursed  for  his  family,  and  a  small  portion  he 
devoted  to  religious  purposes,  until  two  hundred  dinars  were  gone.  How- 
ever, after  the  Farmer  had  departed,  the  shepherd,  having  satisfied  himself 
about  his  sheep,  went  in  the  night  to  the  well,  and  found  not  his  bright- 
faced  Joseph  therein.  Jacob-like,  he  raised  outcries,  and  called  out,  'Ah! 
Joseph  / '  and  said,  *  After  this  loss,  of  what  use  is  life  to  me ;  and  in  my 
regret  for  that  beloved  mistress,  what  happiness  or  enjoyment  can  I  deriye 
from  existence  ? 

COUPLET. 

I  wish  not  that  the  boon  of  sight  he  longer  to  me  left, 
When  I  shall  be  for  ever  of  his  blessed  sight  bereft.' 

Thus  the  shepherd  was  wandering  about  night  and  day,  grieving  and 
distracted.  After  a  considerable  time,  having  gone  back  to  the  city,  he 
chanced  to  pass  by  the  Farmer's  hut.  The  latter,  in  accordance  with  his 
generous  habits,  gave  the  shepherd  a  meal.  After  they  had  finished 
eating,  they  began  to  discourse  of  various  matters.  The  shepherd  was 
telling  a  story,  but  the  signs  of  the  most  complete  grief  were  evident  in  his 
manner  of  talking;  and  from  time  to  time  he  was  involuntarily  shedding 
tears  of  regret.  The  Farmer  inquired  the  cause  of  his  weeping,  and  of  the 
pre-cccupation  of  his  mind.  The  shepherd  replied,  *  How  should  I  not  be 
broken-hearted  and  distracted  ? 

COUPLET. 

If  Sulaim&n  had  had  the  loss  that  I,  unhappy,  rue. 
Fairies  for  Sulaim&n  had  wept,  fairies  and  deyils  too. 

Know  that  I  possesed  three  hundred  gold  dinars,  and  my  heart's  strengtii 
and  soul's  happiness,  and  light  of  my  eyes,  and  joy  of  my  breast  sprang 
from  that.  On  a  certain  day,  fioin  dread  of  some  cruel  fellows,  I  threw 
this  money  into  a  certain  well,  and  I  never  found  any  trace  of  it  again.' 
The  Farmer,  amazed  at  hearing  this  story,  got  up  and  went  to  his  wife  and 
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said,  'This  money,  which  we  thought  was  our  lawful  property,  and  to 
which  we  extended  the  hand  of  expenditure  and  dishursement,  making 
unrestrained  use  of  it,  belonged  to  our  guest.  And  we,  owing  to  our 
incautiousnesB,  have  fallen  into  the  labyrinth  of  crime  and  disastrous  error. 
Now  what  little  is  left,  we  must  hand  over  to  him  by  way  of  present,  and 
take  care  not  to  divulge  this  secret,  otherwise  he  will  come  upon  us  for  all 
the  amount,  and  we  shall  be  unable  to  pay.'  His  wife  agreed  with  him  in 
this,  and  said,  '  The  rightful  owner  must  have  his  rights  restored  to  him ; 
and  we  must  have  recourse  to  contentment  and  reliance  on  God,  until  Gk)d 
Most  Bigh  gives  us  something  in  return  for  it. 

COUPLET. 

He  who,  with  truth,  on  God  relies,  His  wishes'  face  soon  meets  his  eyes/ 

Hereupon  the  Farmer  placed  the  hundred  dinars  that  were  left,  before  the 
shepherd  by  way  of  offering.  The  latter,  deeply  obliged,  took  up  the  money 
and  counted  it.  There  were  exactly  a  hundred  dinars.  He  said  to  himself, 
'  This  is  the  ^st  instalment,  and  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  remainder,  too,  will 
come  to  hand.  Now  I  must  take  good  care  of  this,  that  I  do  not  fall  into  the 
same  trouble  a  second  time.'  He  then  hollowed  part  of  a  thick  stick  which 
he  had,  and  with  which  he  used  to  drive  his  flock  to  pasture,  and  deposited 
in  it  the  pieces  of  gold^  so  that  no  one  should  know  it.  One  day  he  was 
standing  on  the  shore  of  a  large  stream,  and  his  stick  fell  out  of  his  hand 
into  the  river.  Though  he  tried  to  get  hold  of  it  again,  he  could  not.  Now 
the  river  flowed  by  the  city's  gates,  and  as  the  Parmer  was  making  his 
ablutions  beside  the  stream,  he  saw  a  staff  which  the  water  was  bringing 
towards  him.  He  took  it  up  and  carried  it  home.  His  dame  was  cooking, 
and  there  were  no  sticks  left.  The  Farmer  began  to  break  the  staff  that  the 
cooking  might  be  finished.  All  of  a  sudden  his  lap,  like  the  platter  of  the 
Armament,  was  filled  with  gold  sparkling  like  fire.  He  took  up  the  pieces 
and  counted  them,  and  there  were  just  a  hundred  dinars.  Down  he  fell  and 
prostrated  himself  in  thanksgiving,  and  opened  the  hand  of  liberality  and 
expenditure  once  more.  Two  or  three  days  passed  and  the  shepherd  came 
again  to  the  Fanner's  house,  and  more  disconsolate  than  before,  recounted 
the  story  of  the  stick  and  the  hundred  dinars.  The  Farmer  asked,  '  Speak 
the  truth !  whence  didst  thou  get  those  pieces  that  thou  didst  lose  the  first 
time,  and  how  didst  thou  amass  them?'  The  shepherd  told  the  truth, 
saying,  '  On  a  certain  date  I  found  a  purse  at  such  a  spiing  of  water,  and  in 
the  purse  were  three  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  and  those  were  the  very  same 
that  I  threw  into  the  well ;  and  these  hundred  dfndrs  thou  thyself  gavest  to 
me.'  The  Fanner  smiled  and  said,  *  Thanks  and  praise  be  to  the  Lord !  who 
has  kept  the  right  fixed  in  its  own  circle.*  Know  that  it  was  I  who  forgot  the 
purse  and  left  it  at  the  fountain's  side,  and  I  too  found  it  in  the  well,  and  the 
hundred  dinars  that  I  gave  to  thee  were  the  residue  thereof,  and  the  staff  has 
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comeback  into  my  hands,  and  these  are  the  hundred  dfnan  which  wen 
expending.'  The  shepherd  remained  astonished  and  said,  '  Fioin  Ik 
marvelous  incidents  of  this  story  we  may  learn  that  none  can  appropriate  &e 
predestined  portion  of  another.' 

And  the  object  of  adducing  this  tale  is,  that  my  companions  too  ^unU 
not  surrender  the  station  of  contentment,  nor  step  beyond  the  ciide  d 
reliance  on  God,  nor  be  blind  to  the  wonders  of  fortune  which  result  frm 
destiny  and  Providence,  but  duly  valuing  the  opportunity  of  life,  oeasto 
confide  in  wealth  and  beauty,  since  the  reality  of  future  eyents  is  conociU 
and  hidden  behind  the  curtain  of  fate. 

HSMISTICH. 

None  know  m  what  affain  may  terminate." 

In  short  they  brought  that  day  to  an  end  in  such  discourse.  The  next  day 
when  the  husbandman  of  Omnipotence  displayed  the  rose  of  hundred  leara, 
the  sun,  in  the  parterre  of  the  horizon  with  a  hundred  fthiTiiTig  hues ;  and  tk 
fragrant  hyacinth  of  dark  night  drew  over  its  countenance  the  curtain  of  eos- 
cealment  in  the  violet  bed  of  the  sky, 

COUFLST. 

Like  tulip  in  tho  sky,  the  sun  shone  bright. 

And  the  stars'  blossoms  were  concealed  from  sight ; 

the  farmer's  son  arose  and  said,  '  Take  your  ease  here  till  J  bring  for  your 
inspection  a  share  of  the  fruits  of  my  labors ;  and  to-morrow,  when  you  han 
rested,  each  of  you  work  for  his  livelihood  as  he  may  advise  with  himM^ir 
The  friends  agreed  to  this,  and  the  young  peasant  went  to  the  gate  of  the  dtj 
and  asked,  *  What  is  the  best  thing  to  do  in  this  city  ?  '  They  replied,  *  Wood 
for  friel  is  now  very  valuable,  and  they  are  buying  it  at  an  exorbitant  price.' 
The  youth  immediately  went  to  the  hills,  and  having  tied  up  a  heavy  bnndk, 
as  much  as  he  could  carry  on  his  back,  carried  it  to  the  city-y  and  sold  it  far 
ten  dirams.  He  then  bought  some  nice  food,  and  turned  his  fyuce  towards  his 
comrades,  and  when  he  had  come  out  of  the  city  he  wrote  on  tlie  door,  *  The 
fruit  of  one  day's  labour  is  ten  dirams.'  In  short,  that  day  the  companions  est 
a  refreshing  morsel  fr*om  the  table  of  the  yoimg  peasant ;  and  on  the  monoir, 
when  the  beauty  of  the  world-adorning,  brightly-shining  sim  illuminated  the 
universe  with  the  glitter  of  its  perfect  loveliness, 

OOUPLBT. 

The  lustrous  snn,  with  smiles  and  blushes  red, 
From  out  day's  upper  chamber  showed  his  head ; 

they  said  to  the  handsome  youth,  *  To-day  contrive  with  thy  beauty  that 
there  may  be  something  to  make  thy  friends  comfortable  and  happy.'  The 
youth  arose,  and  walked,  deep  in  thought,  towards  the  city,  saying  to  himaftlf^ 
'  I  cannot  do  anything,  and  yet  without  succeeding  in  my  object  I  cannot  go 
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back ;  and  I  am  in  a  strangely-embarrassing  position,  such  that  I  have  no 
face  to  conceal  it,  nor  courage  to  tell  it. 

COUPLET. 

Thy  looks  that  nun  my  affairs  inflict  this  hardship,  too,  as  well, 
I  cannot,  dare  not,  for  my  life,  my  hardships  to  another  teU.' 

In  this  cogitation  he  entered  the  city  and  sate  down  ill  at  ease  and  ont  of 
spirits,  at  the  top  of  a  street.  Suddenly,  a  pretty  woman  with  curling 
ringlets,  who  possessed  much  wealth  and  property,  passed  by  him,  and 
beholding  that  captivating  face  and  the  enchanting  downy  hair  upon  it;  gave 
the  goods  of  patience  and  endurance  to  the  winds  of  love. 

VERSE. 

Such  ebullitions  then  her  heart  assailed, 

Each  several  hair  seemed  vocal  with  love's  lay. 
She  clapped  her  hands,  her  moon-like  face  unveiled,^ 

And  cast  her  lasso-ringlets  in  his  way. 

She  said  to  her  maid,  '  Look  at  this  beautiM  face,  which  is  such  that  the 
rose-leaf,  from  shame  at  its  freshness,  droops  like  the  yellow  jasmine ;  and 
survey  this  graceM  figure,  from  mortification  at  whose  delicacy  and 
elegance,  the  straight  cypress  has  its  hand  on  its  head  and  its  foot  in 
the  day. 

COITFLET. 

My  cypress  from  the  garden  comes  of  spirit  and  the  heart, 
Think  not  those  clay  and  water  trees  can  he  its  counterpart. 

If  I  were  to  attempt  the  description  of  that  lip,  I  should  say  it  is  a  ruby 
blent  with  sugar,  and  should  I  read  the  writing  of  that  soft  down,  I  should 
call  it  a  mischief-exciting  calamity. 

COUPLET. 

Blessed  God !  what  lineaments  are  here,  and  down  in  sunny  line ! 
Thus,  into  one,  God's  mercy  does  the  rose  and  grass  comhine.' 

■ 

And  we  cannot  but  suppose,  '  This  is  not  a  mortal,  he  is  no  other  than  an 
angel  deserving  the  highest  respect? 

HEMISTICH. 

This  heauty  goes  heyond  the  hound  of  human  race. 

0  damsel !  bethink  thee  of  a  device,  that  this  noble  bird  may  fall  into  the 
snare,  and  employ  some  artifice  that  I  may  possess  this  beautiful  Adonis.' 
The  slave-girl  assenting,  approached  the  youth,  and  said. 


^  The  late  Mr.  Swinton  considered  these  lines  to  he  among  the  most  difficult  in  the 
book.  I  take  kasah  to  mean  here  *  fine  linen,'  an  unusual  sense.  As  she  unveiled,  her  locks 
kamand-i  dil  ihiicon,  fell  loose. 

*  Persian  writers  frequently  compare  a  young  man's  heard  to  grass.  To  us  the  com- 
parison seems  inapt  enough. 

3  Kur'to,  Fl.  xxviii.  31 ;  Mar.  32 ;  Sale,  p.  177, 1.  10  :  *  And  when  she  heard  of  this 
subtle' hehaviour  she  sent  unto  them,  and  prepared  a  banquet  for  them,  and  she  gave  to  each 
of  them  a  knife ;  and  she  said  unto  Joseph,  come  forth  unto  them.    And  when  they  saw 
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YEIUkB. 

*  Light  of  my  eyes !  whose  soul's  beloved  art  thou  r 

\\1i06e  honey-lip  and  sugar-grove  ? 
Thy  lip  makes  uproar  wild  enough,  I  trow, 

In  the  world's  mart.    Come,  tell  me,  love  ! 
Upon  whose  table  blest  the  salt  art  thou  ? 

0  my  beauty !  my  lady  has  sent  her  deYotion  to  thee  and  says,  *  Hhs 
appearest  to  be  a  stranger  in  this  city,  and  *  strangers  are  generally  sd, 
and  we  possess  a  pleasant,  agreeable  residence  and  a  delightful  place.  If 
thou  wouldst  eondescend  to  come  there,  and  entertain  us  for  a  short  time  vitli 
thy  beauty,  we  shall  gain  immortal  life  and  thou  wilt  suffer  no  loss.'  He 
replied,  *  I  obey  thy  commands,  and  I  have  no  excuse  for  declining.'  He 
then  went  to  the  lady's  entertainment  and  stopped  with  her  till  close  of  day. 

YERSB. 

Headlong  desire  seized  his  passions'  rein, 
And  patience,  shaft-like,  from  his  boeom  shot. 

He,  from  so  fair  a  bride,  could  not  refrain 
His  love ;  but  when  he  saw  the  oven  hot 
He  shut  his  bread  within,  and  blessed  his  lot. 

At  a  late  hour  he  thought  of  joining  his  companions.  The  lady  placed  t 
hundred  dirams  before  him  and  offered  thanks.  And  the  youth,  having 
provided  supplies  for  his  companions,  wrote  upon  the  gate  of  the  city,  *The 
price  of  a  day's  worth  of  beauty  is  a  hundred  dirams.' 

The  next  day,  when  the  merchant  of  divine  wisdom  opened  the  door  of 
the  office  of  che  azure  sky,  and  gave  to  view  the  gold- worked  brocade  of 
the  sun  from  the  shop  of  high  heaven  to  the  traffickers  of  the  market  of 
the  world, 

COUPLET. 

Heaven's  jeweler  poured  down  a  golden  sum ; 
From  the  sky's  mart  arose  a' busy  hum; 

they  said  to  the  merchant's  son,  '  To-day  we  will  be  the  guests  of  thy 
sagacity  and  quickness.'  The  young  merchant  assented,  and  came  to  the 
city-gate.  Just  then  a  vessel  laden  with  a  variety  of  precioos  things,  came 
by  water  to  the  gate,  and  the  citizens  delayed,  that  the  goods  might  become 
cheaper.  The  merchant's  son  bought  them  at  a  proper  value,  and  selling 
them  the  same  day  for  ready  money,  made  a  thousand  dinars  profit.  He  then 
prepared  things  to  entertain  his  friends,  and  wrote  upon  the  gate  of  the  citv, 
'  The  gain  of  one  day's  judgment  and  good  sense  is  a  thousand  dindrs.' 


him,  they  nraised  him  greatly ;  and  they  cut  their  own  hands,  and  said,  *  O  God  !  this  is  not 
a  mortal ;  ne  is  no  other  than  an  angel,  deserving  the  highest  respect.'  Tho  above  passage 
refers  to  Zulaikhfr,  Fotiphar's  wife,  and  some  Egyptian  ladies  who  had  accused  hCTof 
immodesty. 

^  I  would  certainly  insert  va  before  gharibdn  here,  as  is  done  by  the  best  MSS. 
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The  next  day,  when  the  sovereign  of  the  stars  mounted  the  throne  of 
the  fourth  heaven/  and  set  np  his  hanner  in  the  metropolis  of  the  sky, 

COUPLET. 

The  mom  with  golden  crown  and  silyer  rest, 
'Wearing  that  crown  a  throne  of  ivory  pressed  ; 

they  said  to  the  Prince,  '  Thou  always  hoastest  of  reliance  upon  God,  and 
extoUest  acquiescence  in  the  Divine  Will,  and  resignation.  !Now  if  thou  art 
to  derive  any  fruit  from  these  qualities,  thou  must  provide  for  us.'  The 
Prince  met  their  request  with  acceptance,  and  with  a  lofty  spirit  and  a 
purpose  void  of  the  scruple  of  hesitation,  turned  his  face  towards  the  city. 
Fate  had  decreed  that  death  should  reach  the  king  of  that  city  that  day,  and 
the  inhabitants  were  engaged  in  mourning  for  him.  The  Prince  went  as 
spectator  to  the  deceased  monarch's  palace,  and  seating  himself  on  ono  side, 
kept  quiet.  The  warder  observed  that  while  all  others  were  occupied  with 
mourning  and  lamentation,  one  person,  seated  silent  in  a  comer,  did  not  join 
them  in  their  demonstrations  of  grief.  He  formed  the  idea  that  it  was  a  spy, 
and  treated  him  with  indignity.  The  Prince  having  quenched  the  fire  of 
wrath  with  the  water  of  forbearance,  was  exclaiming, 

VEB8B. 

'  When  a  proud  fool  intemperance  displays, 

I  will  with  gentleness  his  roughness  meet. 
And  though,  displeased,  a  hundred  cries  he  raise ; 

To  my  pleased  ear  that  brawling  shall  seem  sweet/ 

When  they  carried  out  the  bier,  and  the  palace  became  empty,  the  Prince 
remained  in  the  same  spot,  and  was  looking  about  on  all  sides  of  the  palace. 
The  warder  again  waxed  more  intemperate,  and  confined  Lim  in  prison, 
^ight  came  on,  and  no  tidings  or  intelligence  of  the  Prince  reached  the. 
companions.  They  said  to  one  another,  '  This  hapless  youth,  basing  his 
reliance  on  Grod,  and  firn^ing  no  advantage  therefrom,  has  turned  his  face  from 
our  society.  Would  that  we  had  not  imposed  this  task  upon  him,  nor  dis- 
tressed his  noble  heart.'  Thus  they  in  this  quarter  were  reproaching  them- 
selves, and  in  the  other  the  Prince,  overtaken  with  bonds  and  imprisonment, 
was  sending,  with  the  hand  of  thought^  messages  to  his  companions. 

COTJPLBT. 

*  Ah !  swift  convey  my  tidings  to  the  birds  of  the  parterre, 

For  their  sweet  voices,  too,  have  reached  the  cage  of  my  despair/ 

The  next  day  the  nobles  and  ministers  of  the  city,  and  Boots  and  Pillars  of 
the  State,  having  assembled ;  were  desirous  of  committing  to  some  one  the 


*  The  fourth  heaven  is,  according  to  the  Muhammadnns,  the  heaven  of  the  Sun  and  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

2  T 
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buameofl  of  tlie  goyemment — ^for  their  kisg  had  no  heir.  Having  entered 
upon  this  deliberation,  they  were  offering  a  great  variety  of  opinions.  The 
warder  said  to  them,  '  Keep  this  matter  close,  for  I  have  apprehended  a 
spy,  and  it  is  probable,  too,  that  he  has  a  companion.  Heaven  forfend  that 
they  should  obtain  intelligence  of  your  dissensions,  and  hence  mischief  arise  T 
He  then  told  them  of  the  Prince  and  of  his  appearance  there  and  of  his  own 
rigorous  treatment  of  him.  They  thought  it  best  to  send  for  him  and  to 
inquire  into  his  proceedings.  Some  one  went  and  brought  the  Prince  fitnn 
the  prison  to  the  assembly.  When  their  eyes  fell  upon  his  realm-adorning 
beauty,  they  perceived  that  that  silver  countenance  had  nothing  of  the  spy  in 
it,  and  that  from  such  a  gracious  person  and  noble  nature,  such  proceedings 
could  not  arise.  Having  treated  him  with  all  due  respect,  they  asked,  '  What 
is  the  cause  of  thy  coming  ?  and  what  city  is  thy  birth-place  and  native 
land? 

C0X7FLST. 

Whence  with  thii  yonth  and  grace  doet  thoa  appear  ? 
Sit,  if  to  glad  our  boaoma  thou  art  here.' 

The  Prince  answered  them  courteously,  and  informed  them  of  his  birth  and 
lineage,  and  detailed  to  them  the  death  of  his  sire  and  his  brother's  taking 
possession  of  the  throne.  It  happened  that  a  number  of  the  nobles  had 
formerly  waited  on  his  father  and  had  seen  that  pearl  of  a  royal  shell  at  a 
comer  of  the  imperial  throne.  They  immediately  recogpdsed  him,  and 
related  to  all  the  Pillars  of  the  State,  the  condition  of  the  dominions  of  his 
ancestors  and  the  extent  of  their  territories.  So  the  whole  body  of  the 
grandees  of  that  country  were  pleased  at  seeing  him  and  overjoyed  at  his 
fortunate  arrival,  and  unanimously  agreed  that  he  was  worthy  to  govern 
that  realm,  as  possessing  a  generous  nature  and  pure  descent.  They  thought, 
too,  that  he  would  indubitably  follow  the  steps  of  his  noble  progenitors,  in 
setting  wide  the  gates  of  justice  and  liberality  to  the  people ;  and  would 
imitate  their  amiable  qualities  and  praiseworthy  practices,  and  combine  with 
hereditary  excellencies  acquired  virtues,  and  preserve  his  people  in  tran- 
quillity under  the  shade  of  his  fostering  care.  Thus  they  regarded  the  flash  of 
divine  glory  which  shone  forth  from  his  countenance,  as  a  convincing  proof 
and  lucid  testimony  to  his  capabilities  for  reigning  and  his  qualiflcations  for 
sovereignty,  and  felt  persuaded  that  the  tokens  of  his  worthiness  to  reign,  and 
the  signs  of  his  future  renown  could  not  but  be  apparent  to  every  Tti^n  of 
penetration. 

COUPLET. 

Such  glory  shone  in  Sulaim&n,  whoe'er  could  doubt  of  it, 
Both  bird  and  fish  would  laughingly  deride  his  sense  and  wit. 

Wherefore,  they  forthwith  inaugurated  him,  and  the  kingdom,  with  this 
facility,  passed  into  his  possession;   and  through  the  blessed  influences  of 
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reliance  on  Gk)d,  he  obtained  this  excellent  fruit.  And  whosoever  chooses  to 
plant  his  foot  firmly  on  the  ground  of  trust  in  the  Divine  aid,  and  continues 
to  tread  there  with  sincerity  of  purpose  and  purity  of  disposition,  will  obtain 
the  results  thereof  in  faith  and  in  worldly  matters,  and  will  be  felicitous  in 
both  states  of  existence. 

STANZA. 

Oanst  thou  secure  the  key  of  faith  ?  with  that, 
Thou  may'st  the  door  of  fortune's  hoards  undo ; 

And  with  sincere  dependance  as  a  bat, 
May'st  in  this  court  success's  ball  win,  too. 

And  it  was  an  established  custom  iu  that  city  to  seat  the  king  on  the  first 
day,  on  a  white  elephant,  and  carry  him  round  the  city.  This  same  rite  they 
observed  in  the  Prince's  case,  and  when  the  latter  came  to  the  city- 
gates,  and  saw  the  words  which  his  companions  had  written,  he  commanded 
them  to  write  underneath,  *  Labor  and  beauty,  and  good  sense  and  perfect 
skill :  these  bear  fruit  when  the  Divine  decree  is  consentaneous  with  them ; 
and  the  adventures  of  a  person,  who,  the  first  day  was  fettered  in  the  prison 
of  suffering,  and  the  next  day  seated  in  the  imperial  palace  on  the  throne 
adorned  with  gold,  are  sufficient  to  warn  us  of  this.'  He  then  returned  to  the 
royal  palace,  and  seated  himself  on  the  throne,  and  the  kingdom  was  settled 
under  his  sway. 

STANZA. 

When  Fortune  saw  him  on  the  throne,  it  raised  applauding  shouts  and  said, 
<  0  thou  who  knowest  how  to  sit  upon  the  throne  of  regal  sway! 
Gird  now  thy  waist  like  mighty  kings,  and  o'er  the  world  triumphant  tread, 
The  time  has  come  to  act,  the  days  of  idleness  haye  passed  away.' 

He  then  sent  for  his  former  companions,  and  made  the  possessor  of  good 
sense  and  ability  share  office  with  the  minister  of  state,  and  the  merchant's 
son  he  appointed  over  the  crown  lands  and  possessions.  But  as  for  the 
beautiful  youth  he  bestowed  on  him  a  magnificent  robe  of  honor  and 
unbounded  wealth,  and  said,  '  Though  it  is  painfiil  to  part  with  a  dear  friend, 
yet  thy  stay  iu  this  country  is  not  advisable,  that  women  be  not  tempted  by 
thy  fascinating  beauty,  and  that  become  a  source  of  immorality  and  mischief.' 
He  then  turned  to  the  grandees  of  the  assembly  and  said,  '  There  are  many 
amongst  you  who  are  superior  to  me  in  understanding,  and  valor,  and  skill, 
and  ability,  but  kingdoms  are  obtainable  only  by  the  Divine  favor,  and  the  aid 
of  the  Eternal  One,  as  may  be  understood  from  the  purport  of  the  saying, 
'  Thou  givest  the  kingdom  unto  wJiom  thou  wilt,'  ^ 


^  Kur*&n,  Fl.  iii.  26,  Mar.  26 ;  Sale,  p.  35,  1.  3 :  '  Say,  0  God,  who  possessest  the 
kingdom ;  thou  giyest  the  kingdom  unto  whom  thou  wilt,  and  thou  takest  away  the  kingdom 
from  whom  thou  wilt !  Thou  cxaltcst  whom  thou  wilt,  and  thou  humblest  whom  thou  wilt. 
In  thy  h;md  is  good,  for  thou  art  Almighty.' 

2  T  2 
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VBB8B. 

0  object  of  the  musings  of  the  wise ! 

Desire  of  the  hearts  of  all  in  prayerful  posture  bowing ! 
The  slayc's,  the  monarch's,  destinies 

Are  willed  by  Thee.    Fortune's  gifts  are  nought  save  thy  endowing  : 
Unless  Thy  wisdom  and  Thy  guidance  lead, 
Wlio  can  this  road  by  reason's  light  proceed  ? 

Mj  companions  were  laborionsly  exerting  themselves  to  earn,  and  each 
secured  a  trifle.  But  I  did  not  rely  on  my  own  wisdom  and  Btrength,  nor  did 
I  seek  aid  from  any  one's  support  or  protection.  But  I  based  my  proceedings 
on  reliance  on  God,  and  I  acquiesced  in  the  Divine  decree  and  the  Supreme 
predestination,  and  said, 

COUPLET. 

*  The  head  must  be  sabnussiye  bent,  the  neck  inclined  obediently. 
For  all  the  Righteous  Judge  ordains  is  justice,  peace,  and  equity. 

[After  the  Prince  had  thus  spoken,]  a  man  of  eloquence  among  those 
present  arose  and  said,  '  Everything  that  the  Xing  pronounces  is  a  gem  per- 
forated hy  the  diamond  of  wisdom,  and  gold  tried  on  the  touchstone  of 
knowledge :  and  there  is  no  qualification  for  governing  like  understanding  and 
judgment,  and  the  high  merits  and  worthiness  of  the  king  are  by  this  token 
as  clear  as  the  sun,  to  all  his  suhjects :  and  the  Creator  Himself  knows  what 
are  the  qualiflcations  of  each,  and  what  promotion  and  advancement  each 
accordingly  deserves  [as  it  is  said],  *  God  best  knoweth  whom  He  will  appoint 
for  a  messenger,^  * 

COUPLET. 

From  the  table  of  His  bounties,  by  no  limiting  confined, 
Each  his  due  share  in  proportion  to  his  worth  is  sure  to  find. 

The  good-fortune  of  the  people  of  this  country  hrought  thee  to  this  station, 
and  the  vigorous  auspices  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  land  spread  the  felicitous 
shade  of  a  Hiun4  over  thee  like  the  heads  of  the  drooping-pinioned 
subjects. 

COUPLET. 

Most  blest  the  spot  where  moons,  like  thee,  make  choice  of  their  alighting-place ! 
Happy  the  region  where  such  kings  with  iasox  turn,  like  thee,  their  face  ! ' 

Another  then  rose  and  adorned  his  tongue  with  praise  of  the  king  of  yonthful 
fortune,  aud  throne  lofty  as  the  sky,  and  having  placed  the  jewels  of  these 
couplets  on  the  tray  of  representation,  he  showered  them,  applaudingly,  on 
the  royal  head ; 

^  Kur'to,  vi.  124 ;  Sale,  p.  103, 1.  21 :  *  And  when  a  sign  cometh  unto  them,  they  say,  *We 
will,  by  no  means,  believe,  until  a  reyelation  be  brought  unto  us,  likewise  that  which  hath 
been  delivered  unto  the  messengers  of  God.  God  best  knoweth  whom  he  will  appoint  for 
His  messenger.* 
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STANZA. 

'  Monarch !  whose  happy,  gold-hestowing  hand, 

Successful  casts  a  lasso  on  the  sky ; 
As  heaven  itself,  secure,  the  peaceful  land 

Which  sleeps  heneath  thy  kingly  canopy.' 

Similarly  each  of  the  nobles  delivered  his  sentiments  suitably  to  his 
position,  and  recited  a  select  portion  of  the  pages  of  the  imperial  virtues. 
At  last,  a  pure-mindedy  fair-spoken  old  man  rose  on  his  feet,  and  after 
offering  the  fitting  praises  and  eulogies,  said,  '  0  king !  On  the  subject  of  fate 
and  predestination,  somewhat  of  which  has  been  explained  to  the  hearts  of 
the  assembly  by  the  gem-scattering  tongue  of  the  sovereign,  this  slave  has  a 
story,  and  if  the  implicitly-obeyed  command  is  condescendingly  issued,  I  will 
recite  it  and  set  it  forth.'  The  king  said,  '  Bring  what  thou  hast,  and  say 
how  that  was.' 

STOKY  III. 

The  old  man  said,  '  I  used  once  to  be  in  the  service  of  a  great  personage. 
As,  however,  I  knew  the  fickleness  of  the  world,  and  was  on  my  guard 
against  the  wiles  of  that  fraudful  hag,  and  knew  that  that  husband-killing 
bride — the  world — ^has,  by  disappointing  many  of  those  enamoured  of  her, 
reduced  them  to  despair ;  and  that  that  perfidious  mistress  of  evil  deeds,  has 
overthrown,  headlong,  many  a  lover ;  I  said  to  myself,  '  0  simple  one  !  thou 
art  fixing  thy  heart  on  the  Mendship  of  one  who  has  struck  the  hand  of 
rejection  on  the  breasts  of  a  hundred  thousand  prosperous  kings,  and  given 
to  the  winds  of  annihilation  the  stacks  of  the  x>eace  of  mind  of  innumerable 
renowned  princes.  Abandon  this  pursuit  and  build  not  thy  house  at  a  place 
of  passage,  whence  every  moment  thou  must  be  prepared  to  set  out. 

QUATRAIN. 

Who  the  world's  customs  weU  appreciate, 

Build  not  therein  that  they  may  dwell  in  it. 
This  ruined  inn  why  should  we  renovate. 

When  we  so  soon  to  others  must  it  quit  ? 

Awake  from  the  slumber  of  supineness,  for  the  time  is  short,  and  the  steed  of 
action  lame ;  and  carry  with  thee  a  provision  for  thy  journey  from  thy  brief 
existence  here,  for  the  way  is  long  and  protracted,  and  the  heat  of  the  fire  of 
the  desert  such  as  to  melt  life. 

vbbjbe. 
In  every  comer  make  good  search  to-day, 

That  for  the  morrow  thou  mayst  have  supplies. 
Distant  thy  halting-place  and  long  the  way, 
Then  in  providing  for  them  both  be  wise. 
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At  last,  by  using  these  reflections  my  refractory  passions  were  rebuked,  and 
with  the  utmost  delight  and  real  eagerness,  I  turned  my  &ce  from  the  affairs 
of  the  world  and  the  society  of  worldlings.  One  day  I  saw  in  the  bazar 
that  a  fowler  was  offering  for  sale  two  hoopoes ;  and  they  expressed  to  one 
another  by  the  language  of  their  behaviour,  the  grief  of  heart  which  they 
experienced,  and  drooping  at  their  imprisonment,  supplicated  Gtxl  for  the 
good  tidings  of  release.  I  felt  pity  for  them,  and  wished  to  buy  them  with 
a  view  to  my  own  final  salvation,  and  that  by  releasing  them  frt>m  their 
bonds,  I  might  look  for  the  blessing  of  liberation  from  the  prison  of  the 
Divine  wrath.  The  price  the  fowler  set  on  them  was  two  dirams — and  that 
was  all  I  had  in  my  possession.  I  felt  irresolute,  therefore,  and  my 
mind  would  not  permit  me  to  expend  those  two  dirams,  and  yet  my 
inclination,  was  to  liberate  the  birds.  At  last  I  placed  my  relianoe  on  God, 
and  having  bought  the  two,  I  carried  them  outside  the  city,  and  let  them  go. 
They  came  and  settied  on  a  wall,  and  called  out  to  me,  and,  as  is  the  custom 
of  the  grateful,  returned  me  thanks,  and  said,  '  At  present  our  hands  fall 
short  of  requiting  and  recompensing  thee.  However,  beneath  this  wall  is  a 
casket  friU  of  jewels  of  great  value.  Break  down  to  it  and  take  it  up.'  I 
was  amazed  at  their  words,  and  said,  '  It  is  a  wondrous  thing  that  ye  see  a 
littie  box  of  jewels  under  the  ground,  and  fisul  to  observe  the  gem  which  is 
on  the  surfeuse.'^  They  repHed,  'When  fate  issues  its  decree,  the  eye  of 
reason  is  darkened,  and  the  day  of  understanding,  which  descries  the 
minutest  things,  becomes  obscured.  The  demands  of  destiny  are  in  no  wise 
to  be  set  aside ;  and  when  they  take  place,  neither  has  the  prudent  man  any 
vision  left,  nor  does  the  sight  of  the  sagacious  avail.  And  all  this  has  taken 
place  because  the  execution  of  the  Divine  decree  was  involved  in  it. 

And  this  story  bears  just  testimony  to  the  speech  of  the  king  which  he 
delivered  on  the  subject  of  &te  and  predestination.  Moreover,  in  corroboration 
of  these  sentiments,  sages  have  said, 

aUATRAIN. 

'  If  thy  afFain  go  ill,  thou  'rt  not  to  blame ; 

If  weU,  it  is  not  owing  to  thy  skill. 
Have  faith,  and  live  on  happy  through  the  same. 

Since  nought  that  happens,  happens  by  thy  will.' 

The  old  man  added,  '0  king!  I  dug  under  that  wall  and  secured  the 
box,  and  I  make  it  known  in  order  that  the  king  may  issue  his  august 
commands  for  it  to  be  conveyed  to  the  public  treasury.*  The  Prince 
responded,  '  Thou  hast  sown  the  seed  and  hast  reaped  the  fruit  It  is  not 
right  that  any  should  share  in  this  with  thee ;  and  these  jewels  of  wisdom, 
which  in  this  assembly  thou  hast  arranged  on  the  string  of  recitation,  are  for 


1  Dar  tlr-i  f^dkf  *  under  the  clods,'  or  *  nnder  the  dirt  of  the  surface* 
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me  sufficient.  For  no  gem  can  be  more  beautifiil  than  good  words,  and  by 
the  philosopher's  stone  of  language,  the  copper  of  bad  money  may  be 
transmuted  into  sterling  gold. 

YEBSX. 

Say !  lan^age !  whence  is  giren  thy  wondrous  magic  power } 

And  who  the  alchymist  that  turns  thee  into  g^ld  ? 
Whence  spring  thy  countless  images  ?  while,  to  this  hour, 

None  can  thy  fall  resources  eyer  hope  t'  unfold. 
What  bird  art  thou  of  so  much  beauty  ?    We, 
Our  sole  memorial  leare  behind  m  thee.' 

Those  present  applauded  the  genius  of  the  Prince,  and  at  once  bound 
their  hearts  in  fealty  to  him ;  and  having  placed  their  heads  on  Hie  line  of 
his  command,  committed  the  reins  of  authority  to  the  grasp  of  his  option, 
and  passed  their  lives  in  the  shade  of  his  munificence. 

HBIOSTICH. 

Until  the  time  when  their  turn,  too,  went  by.' 


This  is  the  story  of  the  advantages  of  reliance  on  God,  and  of  resignation ; 
and  of  the  results  of  destiny  and  fate.  And  no  wise  man  can  dispense  with 
knowing  thus  much,  that  if  he  delivers  the  reins  of  choice  to  the  hand  of 
destiny  he  will  obtain  all  good  things,  and  no  event  of  importance  will  take 
place  contrary  to  his  wish ;  and  the  fact  is, 

OOUPLET. 

Fortune,  La  all  her  changes,  shewed  me  nought 
Such  as  I  pictured  in  the  glass  of  thought. 

And  how  well  is  it  said  in  the  beginning  of  this  ode, 

OOUFLBT. 

'  If  fate  turns  not  affairs,  why,  always,  then 
Do  they  run  counter  to  the  wills  of  men  ? ' 


When  the  Brdhman  had  finished  this  discourse,  and  by  the  recital  of  this 
story  had  fully  concluded  the  explanation  of  the  precepts  of  Hushang,  King 
Ddbishlfm  performed  the  usual  respectful  salutation,  and  said,  'By  the 
auspidouB  influence  of  the  spirit  of  the  sublime  sage  the  veil  of  concealment 
has  fallen  from  the  face  of  my  wish,  and  the  desire  I  felt  has  been  attained  by 
the  blessing  of  the  society  of  my  exalted  teacher. 

HSmSTIOH. 

Thanks  be  to  God !  my  toil  has  prored  not  vain. 

I  now  respectfully  request  that  the  Sage  of  luminous  mind  would  accept  an 
offering  from  me,  and  not  reject  the  tribute  which,  through  pure  affection,  I 
have  brought.'    The  Br&hman  replied,  '  0  King !  I  have  contentedly  with- 
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drawn  from  the  world's  mansion  to  a  comer  and  a  morsely  and  hsre  washed 
the  skirt  of  my  heart  from  the  pollution  of  worldly  saperflaities.  It  is 
impossible  that  I  should  ever  again  be  stained  with  the  filthiness  of  its 
appurtenances. 

OOUPLBT. 

While  I  can  slumber  in  the  world  nnpained, 
*Twen  shame,  by  mixing  with  it,  to  be  stained. 

And  if  the  king  wishes  to  do  me  a  service,  and  to  put  the  chain  of  obligation 
round  my  neck,  my  wish  is  that  he  would  draw  on  the  string  of  compilation 
these  words,  blended  with  wisdom ;  and  regard  them  as  the  g:aide  of  tiie 
way  to  salvation,  and  the  leader  in  the  path  of  perfection,  and  by  this  means, 
always  keeping  me  in  bis  gracious  mind,  not  withhold  from  me  the  blessing  of 
his  prayers.  For  in  accordance  with  the  saying,  *  The  prayer  of  the  Just  man 
is  not  rejectedy  the  request  of  the  prayer  of  just  kings  is  marked  with  the 
honor  of  acceptance.'  The  king  assented  to  this,  and  having  bid  farewell  to 
the  Brdhman,  returned  to  his  own  capital,  and  arranged  on  the  string  of 
compilation  the  jewels  of  wisdom  which  he  had  secured,  and  used  always  to 
refer  to  those  admonitions  in  the  occurrence  of  events ;  and  in  great  emer- 
gencies, used  to  seek  aid  from  their  counsels. 

STANZA. 

He  who  puisnes  what  those  mofe  sage  adriae, 

At  last  the  station  of  his  hopes  will  gain. 
But  he  who  leares  the  pathway  of  the  wise 

Is  lost,  nor  finds  the  wished-for  path  again.' 

When  Khujistah  Edf  had  reccunted  fr^m  beginning  to  end  this  heart- 
enchanting  stoiy  and  incomparable  tale,  Humdyun  Fal  began,  like  a  freshly- 
irrigated  rose,  to  bloom  on  the  bed  of  delight ;  and  the  young  tree  of  his 
condition  raised  its  head  in  the  parterre  of  good-fortune.  He  made  the 
vazlr  hopeful  of  his  imperial  bounties,  and  enlightened  the  eye  of  his  heart 
with  the  acquisition  of  his  wishes,  and  said, 

OOUPLBT. 

*■  Hail !  to  thy  heart-delighting  words,  the  spirits'  entertainment-place, 
Thy  clear  discourse  adds  pleasure  to  the  spirits  of  the  human  race. 

By  the  fiill  recital  of  this  delightful  story  thou  hast  bestowed  sweetness 
on  the  palate  of  my  soul,  and  by  the  exposition  of  these  words  of  wise  con- 
elusion,  thou  hast  sown  in  the  ground  of  my  heart  the  seed  of  perpetual 
happiness.  And  henceforward,  nought  save  these  perfect  admonitions  shall 
be  the  guide  of  my  government,  and  I  will  regard  nought  as  the  rule  of  the 
fabric  of  my  practice  but  these  salutary  counsels.  And  these  words  have 
made  a  wonderful  impression  on  my  heart,  and  this  is  entirely  owing  to  thy 
abundant  sincere  affection  and  truth ;  for  although  words  may  be  essentially 
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good ;  yety  by  reason  of  the  polluted  nature  of  the  speaker,  they  may  yield  no 
wholesome  result;  and  advice,  though  springing  from  the  purest  wisdom, 
oftentimes,  from  the  wickedness  of  the  rehearser,  produces  no  impression. 

STANZA. 

One  stained  with  crime,  though  all  he  says  be  wise, 

Makes  no  one  better  by  his  eloquence. 
While  in  the  pure  of  heart  such  doctrine  lies, 

That  though  maintaining  silence,  all  men  thence 

Learn  to  be  good  by  tacit  inference.' 

The  vazfr  extolled  the  king,  and  said,  '  That  which  has  passed  the 
wisdom-impressed  tongue  of  the  king  is  essentially  true  and  purely  whole- 
some ;  for  the  words  of  the  fraudulent  and  the  hypocritical  have  but  a  false 
lustre,  and  expire  in  a  short  time,  like  a  fire  made  of  wormwood.  But  the 
language  of  truth  and  purity,  like  the  streaks  of  morning  light,  increase  in 
brightness  every  instant;  and,  like  the  torch  of  the  sim,  appear  more  brilliant 
every  hour. 

OOUPLBT. 

The  words  of  passion  ne'er  can  reach  the  spirit* s  inmost  cell, 
But,  coming  from  the  heart,  they  in  the  soul  itself  will  dwell.' 

Again  Humayun  Fal  addressed  the  vazfr  with  flattering  encouragement, 
and  raised  the  flag  of  his  good-fortune  to  the  pinnacle  of  high  heaven ;  and  the 
vazir,  beholding  the  tokens  of  the  amiable  qualities  of  the  king,  and  the  light 
of  his  praiseworthy  virtues ;  arrayed  the  substructure  of  praise  and  bene- 
diction in  the  following  manner, 

YEBSE. 

'  0  king !  thou,  by  thy  virtue's  excellence, 
The  worth  of  former  monarchs  hast  surpassed. 

Praised  be  thy  faith  and  wisdom,  justice,  sensej 
Fortune,  and  realm,  may  they  perpetual  last ! ' 

With  these  words  the  conversation  closed,  and  Hum&yun  Pdl,  too,  in  the 
same  way  as  Dabishlim,  impressed  on  the  pages  of  his  own  actions  the 
graces  of  these  tales,  and  fulfilled  all  the  requirements  of  justice  in  building 
up  the  edifices  of  good  administration,  and  left,  as  a  memorial  on  the  leaves 
of  time,  a  good  name  and  fair  renown. 

VBBSB. 

Two  things  life  offers — fame,  the  virtuous  deed : 

Save  these,  *  All  things  are  tufy'ect  to  decay,*  ^ 
Injure  not  others,  help  men  to  succeed. 

Thus  shalt  thou  reap  a  blessing  for  to-day ; 

And  the  next  world,  when  this  has  passed  away. 


1  Ku'r&n,  Ch.  Iv.,  26;  Sale,  p.  392, 1.  22  :  *  Every  creature  which  liveth  on  the  earth  is 
subject  to  decay :  but  the  glorious  and  honorable  countenance  of  thy  Lord  shall  remain  for 
ever.'  The  first  couplet  of  this  stanza  is  quoted  somewhat  differently  in  the  life  of  Faridu 
'd-dln  'Att6r,  in  Daulat  Sh&h's  Tazkirah. 


660  AITYAB-I  SUEAIli  ;   OB,   THE  LIOHTS  OF  CAK0PU8. 

These  are  the  few  words  which,  on  the  call  of  the  moment^  the  tongiie  of 
the  pen  has  aided  in  inscribing,  and  which,  in  the  manner  that  the  nature  of 
the  sabject^  required,  have  been  written  down  by  the  reed  of  exposition.  And 
my  hope  in  the  virtuous  excellencies  of  the  most  eminent  of  mankind,  and  ia 
the  good  qualities  of  the  lofty  noble,'  is,  that  he  will  conceal  with  the  skirt  of 
indulgence  the  unweighed  expressions  and  unsatis&ctory  style  of  this  his 
humble  servant;  and  that,  by  way  of  cherishing  the  insignificant^  and 
condescending  to  the  poor, 


Though  it  from  end  to  end  be  all  one  &ult, 
will  surrey  it  with  the  eye  of  favor. 


The  pearlfl  I  in  this  boflom  hidden  had, 
I  'ye  one  by  one  from  heart  to  tongne  conveyed. 

And  be  the  offering  deemed  or  good  or  bad. 
Hay  it  in  thy  indnlgenoe  be  arrayed. 

And  since  thus  far  Pye  breathed  my  story's  spell, 

Better  to  finish  here,  and  say  frrewelL 

THB  BOOK  IS  HBBB  BNDSD  BT  THE  AID  OF  THB  KDTO  OF  AIX  OIFIB. 


^  For  the  iJjL«  m^^^<M  (better  written  ^ jJt«)  of  the  printed  edition,  the  lithographed 

edition  and  the  MSS.  I  haye  consulted,  read  Hdmah^  *  pen.'    Neither  of  these  words  ii 
yery  intelligible  here. 

'  Shel^  Ahmad :  see  p.  10  of  this  translation. 
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the  wants  of  the  students  by  supplying  him  with  useful  translations  and  explanatory  notei^ 
as  well  as  by  adopting  excellent  typographical  arrangements.  The  manner  in  which  the 
work  is  got  up  docs  great  credit  both  to  editor  and  publisher.  If  English  scholars  do  not 
now  attain  to  a  more  correct  appreciation  of  this  great  dramatist,  it  will  De  their  own  £iult" 

WESTMINSTER  REVIEW. 

"  An  important  contribution  to  the  study  of  Sanskrit  literature  is  furnished  by  Pro- 
fessor Williams, — the  first  English  edition  of  the  masterpiece  of  the  sreat  Indian  dramatist 
Kidid&sa*s  Sakuntal&  led  Sir  W.  Jones  to  his  great  discovery  of  me  very  existence,  and 
of  the  pre-eminent  beauty  of  the  Indian  drama.  His  translation,  which  has  captivated 
many  who  could  not  read  the  original,  is  the  only  form  in  which  it  is  known  in  this 
country.  There  is  an  excellent  German  edition  by  Bohtlingk;  but  Professor  Williams, 
being  able  to  profit  by  this  profound  scholar's  labours,  and,  moreover,  to  collate  a 
greater  number  of  MSb.,  appears  to  have  produced  a  still  more  reliable  text.  The  notes 
are  in  English,  and  contain  the  matter  of  the  Indian  Scholia,  besides  frequent  translations 
and  explanations.  There  are  also  short  metrical  notes.  In  the  Pr&krit  passages  the 
Sanskrit  is  interlined,  the  Pr&krit  bein?  distinguished  by  red  ink.  Tne  complete 
separation  of  the  words  (except  where  combined  by  crasis,  as  in  Greek  kAv  for  ml  6p),  we 
regard  as  a  rational  step,  which  we  arc  glad  to  see  taken  by  so  high  an  authority  as  the 
Haileybury  professor.  The  accuracy  and  style  of  the  typography,  and  quality  of  the 
paper,  reflect  great  credit  on  the  publisher." 

M.  GARCIN  DE  TASSY, 
Membre  de  I'Institut,  in  the  "  J<ntmal  Asiatique" 

''M.  Austin  continue  d'cnrichir  la  litt6rature  oricntale  d'ouvrages  utiles  qui  sont  en 
memo  temps  des  chef-d'ceuvrcs  d'imprimerie.  J'ai  d^j^  eu  Toccasion  d'en  signaler 
plusieurs  aux  lecteurs  du  Journal  Asiatique.  J'ai  k  leur  parler  aujourd'hui  d'un  nouvean 
volume,  qui   se   distingue  encore    par   la    recherche  de   la  composition  typographique. 

.  .  .  Dans  cette  6dition  nouveUc,  M.  Williams,  I'habile  professeur  ^Haileybury, 
a  suivi,  comme  lo  Dr.  Boehtlingk,  la  redaction  d^vanae^ari,  qui  est  la  plus  ancienne  et 
la  meilleure.  II  a  eu  &  sa  disposition  non-seulement  plusieurs  bons  manuscrits  de  I'East 
India  House  et  d' Oxford,  mais  trois  diff^rents  comroentaires.  Son  trarail  eat  ex6cut£ 
avec  nn  sola  parfait ;  les  passages  pracrits  sont  distingu6s  par  Tcmploi  de  I'encre  rouge 
et  ils  sont  traiduit  interlineairement  en  Sanscrit.      Dans  le  texte  Sanscrit,  les  mots  sont 
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86par68  au  moyen  da  viram,  toutes  les  fois  qu'il  n'en  r^sulte  paa  d'inconv^iiieiit  grammatical, 
ce  qui  diminue  beaucoup  pour  les  lecteurs  europ^ens  la  difficulte  de  la  luigae  sacree 
de  rinde." 

DR.  ALBRECHT  WEBER, 

In  the  '* ZeiUehrift  fur  die  Kunde  dee  Morgenlandes" 

"Mr.  Monier  Williams,  whose  previous  works  (maiuly  intended  for  the  practical 
teaching  of  Sanscrit  in  the  East  India  College)  deserve  the  highest  praise,  takes  a  higher 
position  hj  his  remarkably  pains-taking  edition  of  the  ^  Sakuntal&/  The  f^rrangement  of 
the  book  is  eminently  useful — ^the  notes  and  the  translation  of  the  metrical  passages  stand 
at  the  foot  of  the  text — the  Pr&krit  is  interlineated  with  its  Sanskrit  rendering,  so  that  it  is 
especially  fitted  for  practical  teaching  by  lecture,  or  for  private  study.  .  .  .  The  getting 
up  of  the  book  is  *  splendid.'  .  .  .  And  we  may  consratulate  Mr.  Austin,  who  displays 
so  much  taste,  skill,  and  care  in  his  publications,  upon  this  last  production  of  his  press." 

PROFESSOR   CHRISTIAN  LASSEN. 

"Bonn,  12th  April,  1864. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  the  copy  of  your  edition  of  the 
*  Sakuntal&,'  which  you  have  had  tne  kindness  to  present  me  witn,  and  should  have  offered 
you  my  sincerest  thanks  for  this  fresh  token  of  your  regard  and  friendship  earlier,  if  I  had 
not  wished  before  to  convince  myself  of  the  merits  of  your  edition  of  the  moat  excellent  of 
all  Sanscrit  dramas.  I  am  now  happy  to  assure  you  that  you  have  improved  in  many 
passages  the  reading  of  Dr,  BoehUin^y  and  thereby  rendered  a  signal  service  to  the  student* 
of  Sanscrit  literature, — Believe  me.  Dear  Sir,  Your  truly  devoted  and  obliged.  Christian 
Lab8BN." — To  Professor  Williams, 

IN   THE  FMESS, 

FritUed  in  the  highest  style  of  Arty  with  Polychromatic  characteristic  Borders^  copied  from 
SindU  and  other  Manuscripts;  and  Woodcut  lUustrationSy  etc., 

A  FBSB  TRANSLATION,  IN  PROBB  AND  VERSE,  OF  kIlIdXsa's  DRAMA, 

8AKOONTALA. 

BY    MONIEK    WILLIAMS,    M.A. 


0 


NEJMLT  £EADYy 
Handsomely  printed  in  Imp,  l6mo. 

BHAGAVAD-GITA; 

R,  DISCOURSES  ON  DIVINE  MATTERS  of  KRISHNA  and  ARJUNA : 
a  philosophical  Poem.    The  Sanskrit  Text  with  a  Yocabulart. 


Also,   a  New   translation   in  Prose,    of  the 

BHAGAVAD-GfTA; 

II/ITH  very  copious  Critical,  Philosophical,  and  Explanatory  Notes;  and 
*  *      Introductory  Chapters  on  the  Hind(i  System  of  Philosophy,  a  Critical  Examination 
of  the  book,  and  an  Index  of  Proper  Names,  by  J.  COCKBURN  THOMSON,  Member 
of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Franco. 

SELECTIONS      FROM      THE 

MAHABHARATA. 

WITH  a   VOCABULARY.      By  FRANCIS  JOHNSON,    Professor    of 

"  ^      Sanskrit  at  the  East  India  College.    Royal  8?o. 
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LATELY  FUBLI8EEJ), 
Roy,  8«o.  2'^Opp. 

PRAKRIT  A- PRAKA8A; 

OR,  THE  PRAKBIT  GRAMMAR  OF  VARARUCHI,  with  tlie 
COMMEKTABT  (ManoramCi)  of  Bh&mAlia.  By  EDWARD  BTLES  COWELL, 
of  Magdalen  Hall,  Oxford.  The  first  complete  Edition  of  the  Original  Text,  wift 
TarioQs  readings  from  a  collation  of  six  MSS.  in  the  Bodleian  library  at  Oxford,  and 
the  Libraries  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society  and  the  East  India  Houae.  With  copioiu 
Notes,  an  English  Translation,  and  an  Index  of  Pr&krit  Words ;  to  which  is  prefixed  aa 
easy  Introduction  to  Prftkrit  Grammar. 

M.  GARCIN  DE  TASSY, 
Membn  de  VlnHiiut^  in  the  '^Joumal  Anatigue:* 

"n  6tait  done  important  de  publier  en  entier  le  texte  original  de  son  onTraffe,  et  IC. 
Gowell,  jenne  et  digne  61^ye  de  M.  Wilson,  et  d6j&  connu  per  son  Vikramorvati,  aoat  mm 
arons  parl6  en  temps  opporton,  a  touIu  rendre  serrice  anx  indjanistes ;  et  non  senlemeot 
il  a  pabU^  les  siitras  de  Yaramchi,  d'apr^  six  manoscrits,  mas  il  les  a  accompagn^  do 


qui  se  distingue  par  la  clart6  et  la  pr^ision." — Feb.  1864. 

ATHENJSUM. 

''No  one  can  acquire  a  thorough  mastery  oyer  the  modem  dialects  of  Hindustan  who 
has  not  first  studied  Sanscrit.  .  .  The  Pr&Krit,  of  which  the  Tolume  before  us  treats,  is  a 
dialect — or  rather  collection  of  dialects— of  the  Sanscrit,  forming  a  connecting  link  between 
that  ancient  language  and  the  modem  tongues  of  India.  Yararachi,  the  grammarian  whose 
work  is  now  for  the  first  time  presented  to  the  English  public  in  a  complete  form,  is  the 
oldest  authority  we  haye  on  the  Prfrkrit  dialects.  Unlike  P6nini,  the  other  great  Indisii 
grammarian,  he  has  been  unfortunate  in  the  treatment  he  has  receiyed  from  oopjisto 
and  editors.  Hence,  Mr.  Cowell  has  been  called  upon  to  expend  much  labour  in  the 
examination  of  manuscripts  and  other  grammarians  in  order  to  prepare  his  text." 

WESTMINSTER  REYIEW. 

"  Mr.  Cowell  giyes  us  not  merely  a  standard  natiye  Fr6krit  nammar  froia  a  collation 
of  seyeral  MSS.,  but  a  short  gramnuir  of  his  own  more  conform^le  to  European  system, 
and  a  translation  of  the  former,  which  may  serye  as  an  excellent  introduction  to  the 
grammatical 'system  and  phraseology  of  the  Hindis.  The  accuracy  and  style  of  the 
typography  and  quality  of  the  paper  reflect  great  credit  on  the  publidier." — March  1854. 

PROFESSOR  CHRISTIAN  LASSEN. 

«  Bonn,  12th  April,  18W. 
"  Sm, — I  haye  had  the  honor  to  receiye  the  copy  of  Yararuchi's  '  Pr&knta  Prak&a,' 
with  which  you  haye  had  the  kindness  to  present  me,  and  beg  to  offer  you  my  sinoerest 
thanks  for  this  mark  of  your  attention.  I  hope  you  wiU  excuse  the  lateness  of  my 
acknowledging  this  present,  by  the  consideration  that  I  wished  to  examine  this  important 
work,  and  feel  great  pleasure  in  assuring  you,  that  in  my  opinion,  Mr.  Cowell's  edition 
cannot  fail  to  receiye  the  approbation  of  all  Sanscrit  scholars.  He  has  for  the  first  time 
made  one  of  the  most  important  Sanscrit  works  available  for  their  use. — I  haye  the  honor 
to  remain,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  truly  obliged  servant,  Chbistian  JjASSSH" 
lb  Mr.  Stephen  Amtin. 

GULISTAN  ; 

ANEW  Edition  of  the  Pebsian  Text,  with  a  Vocabula^t.     By  E.  B. 
EASTWICK,  F.R.S.,  F.S.A.,  M.R.A.S.,  etc.    8yo. 

DUNCAN  FORBES,  LL.D., 
Frofesaor  of  Oriental  Languages  at  King's  Chllege,  London, 

"  I  consider  it  everything  to  be  desired.  Three  grand  requisites  for  b^;inner8  you  have 
supplied — Ist,  a  good  Vocabulary;  2nd,  the  division  of  the  work  into  sentences,  by  means 
of  a  simple  punctuation.  This  port  particularly  pleases  and  flatters  me,  for  I  was  myself 
the  first  that  had  the  courage  to  introduce  into  this  country  this  yery  rational  and  palpable 
improyement." 
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JBsmaifuUjf  prwUd  with  CoUmrid  Border^  and  head  and  taO-pUeu,  and  f€ith  HhmmaUd 
fac-tmOelUmtraiim^  (mgoUL  andcohvraJtfrimavaitu^  copff  of  th$  GviUtdn^ 

m  the  Library  of  the  Royal  Miotic  Society,    Demy  8vo.  Oeyontly  bound, 

GULISTAN  ; 

OE,  EOSE  GARDEN  of   SADI  OF  SHIEAZ,  Translated  for  the  first 
time  into  Prose  and  Verse,  By   EDWARD    B.  EASTWICK,  F.R.8.,  F.S.A, 
H.R.A.S.,  etc. 


Queen: — 

"I  have  presented  the  beautiful  copy  of  '  Oulietdn'  to  the  Queen,  Ser  Hfqfetty  hoe 
accepted  the  book,  and  it  woe  very  much  admired** 

DR.  MAX  MULLER, 

Frofeeeor  of  Modem  Languagee  in  the    Univereity  of  Oxford:  in  the   ** Zeitschrift  fur 

die  Kunde  dee    Morgenlandee" 

"The  translation  is  careful,  and  executed  with  great  skill,  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  has  edited  the  text  of  the  '  Gulist&n.'.  .  .  .  The  exterior  of  the  book  is  quite 
in  Oriental  style.  Many  pictures  in  illuminated  colour-printing^faithful  copies  of  Persian 
MSS. — ^vignettes, — and  the  binding  ornamented  with  arabesques  in  gold — exhibit  the  skill 
and  taste  of  the  Publisher." 

M.  GARCIN  DE  TASSY, 

Membre  de  Vlnetitut,  in  the  ^^  Journal  Aaiatique" 

"  Our  readers  will  doubtless  recollect  that  we  made  mention,  in  the  Journal  Asiatigue  of 
June,  1850,  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Persian  text  of  the  '  Gulistftn,'  by  Mr.  Eastwick, 
taking  occasion  to  recommend,  in  a  merited  eulogium,  that  useful  publication.  And  now 
this  truly  indefatigable  savant,  who,  in  the  space  of  a  few  years,  has  published  many 
volumes  of  Oriental  texts  and  translations,  remarkable,  the  former  for  their  correctness, 
and  the  latter  for  their  fidelity,  has  just  crowned  his  earlier  performance — ^the  'Gulistftn' — 
by  adding  to  it  a  new  translation.  .  .  This  translation  has,  to  begin  with,  oyer  former  ones, 
an  external  advantage,  if  we  may  so  speak — an  advantage  which  it  owes  to  the  enlightened 
care  and  attention  of  the  Publisher." 

LITERARY  GAZETTE. 

"  The  richness  of  a  Persian  MS.  has  been  in  some  measure  simulated  by  the  printer.  The 
work  contains  several  illuminations  which  will  bear  comparison  with  the  best  Eastern 
illuminations  executed  by  hand.  The  typography  is  faultless,  and  a  rich  Persian  arabesque 
in  gold  upon  the  cover  completes  the  hannony  of  this  most  attractive  volume." 

ATHENJSUM. 

"  We  like  the  translation  before  us,  and  it  is,  we  think,  a  valuable  contribution  to  our 
small  stock  of  Oriental  productions.  .  .  .  We  cannot  dismiss  this  book  without  a  word 
of  praise  on  the  style  of  ornamentation  and  tvposraphy  in  which  it  has  been  got  up.  It 
does  great  credit  to  the  country-i>res8  of  Mr.  Stephen  Austin.  We  never  saw  colours,  gold, 
and  Oriental  design  more  charmingly  combined  lor  the  production  of  a  beautiful  volume." 

EXAMINER. 

'*  We  must  name  here  among  gift-books,  for  the  beauty  of  its  typography  and  its  illumina- 
tions, as  well  as  for  the  richness  of  its  matter,  treated  only  as  an  Eastern  story-book^ 
Professor  Eastwick's  excellent  translation  of  the  '  Gulist6n.'  It  is  a  delightful  substitute 
for  the  old  Books  of  Beauty,  the  very  thing  for  a  boudoir,  and  very  fit  for  any  study  aJso. 
And  London  pubhshers  will  find  it  necessary  to  look  sharply  about  them  when  a  publisher 
in  the  small  provincial  town  of  Hertford  can  issue  such  a  volume  as  this." 

SPECTATOR. 

''It  is  evident  that  Mr.  Ea.stwick  acts  on  principles  of  conscientious  literaUty  in 
translation.  His  verse  is  smooth,  his  prose  fluent,  his  annotation  criticaL  .  .  .  This 
edition  of  Sadi  claims  attention  on  one  other  ground  besides  its  literary  merits.  It  is 
printed,  bound,  and  published  with  a  chaste  richness  that  would  do  credit  to  any  London 
publisher  of  ornamental  volumes.    The  decoration,  in  coloured  borders  and  heamngs,  has 
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an  Eastern  character ;  to  which  are  added  four  fac-simile  reprodnctioiu  of  illumimtioiif 
contained  in  a  MS.  copy  of  the  *6uliBt&n'  in  the  poesession  of  the  Royal  Aaiatic  Society." 

DICKENS'  HOUSEHOLD  NARRATIVE. 

'*  Professor  Eastwick  has  transited  the  famous  *Guli$t&n,  or  Rose-Garden,'  of  the 
immortal  Sadi,  hy  for  the  most  j^opular  of  all  the  writers  of  the  East.  And  the  bo<^ 
deserves  notice,  even  apart  from  its  intrinsic  literary  value,  for  the  elegant  form  and  rich 
illustration  which  it  owes  to  the  spirit  of  a  publisher  in  a  small  provincial  town,  Mr.  Stqi^oi 
Austin,  of  Hertford." 

THE  NATIONAL  MAGAZINE. 

"  It  is  ovly  just  to  remark,  in  passing,  that,  over  and  above  the  excellence  of  the 
translation,  it  b  got  up,  to  use  a  tecnnical  term,  in  an  elegant  Persian  stjle,  with  Oiientsl 
embellishments,  and  does  the  highest  credit  to  Mr.  Austin,  of  Hertford,  from  whose  presi 

it  issued  last  year My  readers  will  perceive,  I  think,  that  Sadi  is  no  common 

writer ;  the  Rose-Garden  no  every-day  book I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  the 

reader  will  find  in  its  pages  abundant  proofs  that  Sadi,  judged  not  merely  by  the  standard 
of  his  own  country,  but  by  a  much  higher  one,  was  a  man  not  only  of  great  good  sense, 
but  of  an  enlarged  and  truly  liberal  mind." 


A    A 


VIKRAMORVASI; 

A  DRAMA,   by  Kalidasa.      The   Sanskrit  Text     Edited  bj  MOIHER 
WILLIAMS,  M.A.    8vo. 

Thii  edition  of  the  *  Yikramorvasi '  has  been  favourably  noticed  in  an  article  in  the 
Foreign  Quarterly  MevieWy  October,  1860. 


A  ^ 


VIKRAMORVASI; 

TRANSLATED     into   English.      By   E.    B.    COWELL,    of    Magdalen 
Hall,  Oxford.    Bvo. 

M.  GARCIN  DE  TAS8Y, 

Membre  d$  V  InatiUtty  in  the  '*  Journal  Aetatiquer 

**  n  y  a  d6j2i  longtemps  que  le  c61&bre  Wilson  a  dans  son  Theatre  Hindou,  fait  connaitre 
oe  drame  que  la  tradition  attribue  k  I'auteur  de  Sakuntal&.  Mais  M.  Cowell  a  voula 
en  donner  une  traduction  litt^rale,  en  prose,  en  faveur  des  ^l^ves  du  Coll6ge  civil  de  la 
Compagnie  des  Indes  k  Haileybury  et  pour  accompaener  le  texte  r^cemment  public  par  M. 
Monicr  Williams,  Professeur  de  Sanscrit  au  m^me  etablissement.  Ce  dernier  texte  est  la 
repro-  duction  de  celui  de  Calcutta,  si  ce  n'est  que  le  savant  ^diteur  a,  dans  Pintdr§tde  sea 
dives,  remplac^  les  passages  Pr&crits  par  leur  traduction  en  Sanscrit :  et  qu'il  a  adnus,  en 
outre,  quelques  corrections  de  T^ditirn  de  Lenz.  Quant  a  la  traduction  de  M.  Cowell,  elle 
est  tr5fl-propre  k  rintclUgcnce  du  texte;  elle  est  de  plus,  enrichie  de  quelques  notes 
d' Erudition  et  d'un  tableau  raisonn^  de  metres  employees  oans  le  drame." 


A 


BAGH    O    BAHAR; 

N  entirely  new  English  version,  with  Notes.     By  E.  B.  EASTWICK, 

F.R.S.,  F.S.A.,  M.R.A.S.,  etc.    Royal  8vo. 

ATHEN^UM. 

"The  'B&gh  o  Bah&r'  is  unquestionably  a  work  of  more  value  and  importance  than 
Solwan:  and  we  are  not  surprised  that  Mr.  Eastwick,  who  is  Professor  of  Urdu  at 
Haileybury,  undertook  its  translation.  Urdu,  some  of  readers  may  like  to  know,  is  the 
Hiadti  word  for  a  camp ;  but  the  Urdu  language  means  the  colloquial  and  ordinary  tongae 
spoken  by  all  classes— Hind  (is,  Mussulmans,  grown  people  and  children — of  our  Eai»tem 
possessions.    Hence  its  value  to  every  person  about  to  oecome  a  resident  in  India,  and  the 


version  is,  that  it  may  be  of  use  to  all  learners  of  Urdu.  In  this  point  of  view  it  is 
valuable ;  and  although  we  may  not  agree  entirely  with  the  translator  as  to  the  positive 
merit  and  interest  of  the  work,  we  are  quite  ready  to  admit  that  the  version  was  wanted, 
and  that  it  must  from  its  style  and  accuracy  (as  far  as  we  are  able  to  form  a  judgment 
on  the  point)  supersede  Mr.  L.  F.  Smith's  version,  to  the  second  edition  of  which  Professor 
Forbes  lent  nis  name." 
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PREM    8AGAR; 

A    NEW  Edition  of  the  Hindi  Text,  with  Notes  and  a  complete  Vocabulary. 
-^     By  E.  B.  EASTWICK,  F.R.S.,  F.S. A.,  M.R.A.S.,  etc.  4to. 

M.  THEODORE  PAVIE. 

"En  1851,  M.  Edward  B.  Eastwick,  professeur  d'Ourdoo  h  TEast-India  College, 
d'Haileybury,  donna  une  excellente  ^tion  du  Frem  Sdgavy  h,  laquelle  il  joijniit  une  tra- 
duction remarquable  par  sa  scrupuleuse  fid^it^  et  par  I'^^sance  da  style.  Ue  trarail  du 
Erofesseur  d'Haileybury  a  prouve  une  foiB  de  pluB  que  la  Tangue  anglaise,  mani^e  avec 
ability,  s'adapte  adnurablement  anx  inversions  moder^es  et  au  mouYcment  g^n^ral  d'un 
r6cit  po^tique.  Entre  le  tcxte  introuTable  de  Tchatourbhoudi-Misr  et  la  yersion  du 
Frem  Sdgar  traduite  de  mani^re  a  n'y  plus  revenir,  se  plagait  le  manuscrit  de  LfUatch, 
moins  ancien  que  le  premier  de  ces  deux  ouyrages  et  sup^rieur  au  second  comme  monu- 
ment Utt^raire  (puisque  le  Frem  Sdgar^  a  ^t6  r^g6  en  prose  par  Cri-lallou-dji-LRl  en 
1804)."— ^z^rac^  frwn  the  Frtface  to  a  French  Translation  of  the  Tenth  Chapter  of  the 
Bhagavat  Furdna. 

PREM    SAGAR; 

rPEAl^SLATED  into  English.       By  E.  B.  EASTWICK,  F.R.8.,  F.8.A., 

•*-     M.R.A.S;    4to. 

WESTMINSTER  REVIEW. 

"  At  a  time/'  says  the  translator,  "  when  the  translation  of  the  Vedas  is  unfolding  to 
the  world  the  religion  of  the  Hind(is  as  it  existed  in  the  dim  ages  of  antiquity,  a 
translation   of   the  '  Prem    S&gar '    may  be  thought  opportune,  displaying,  as  it  aoes, 

the  religion  of  that  ^at  nation  at  the  present  &.J The  *  Prem  S6gar '  is 

a  Hindi  yersion  of  the  Braj  Bh&kah  translation  of  the  tenth  chapter  of  the  ^Bh&e;ayat 
Pur&na.'  .  .  .  We  must  not  omit  to  mention  the  highly  creditable  way  in  which  the 
original  text  is  printed ;  the  type  is  yery  clear,  and  great  care  seems  to  haye  been  taken  to 
render  the  work  accurate,  and  tne  edition,  indeed,  in  all  respects,  will  bear  a  most  fayourable 
comparison  with  any  published.*' 

HI  TO  FADES  A; 

T^HE  Sanskrit  Text,  with  a  Grammatical  Analysis,  alphabetically  arranged, 
*'-  and  an  English  Index  of  Words,  serying  the  purpose  of  a  reyersed  Dictionary.  By 
FRANCIS  JOHJ^SON,  Professor  of  Sanskrit  at  the  East  India  College.    Imp.  8yo. 

PROFESSOR  WILSON,  M.A., 

Frofeseor  of  Sanskrit  in  the   University  of  Oxford. 

"  The  Hitopadesa  is  the  original  of  the  celebrated  *  Pilpay's  Fables.'  The  great  merits 
of  this  work  as  a  Class  Book,  long  since  led  to  its  introduction  into  the  East-India  College 
at  Hailcybury,  near  Hertford,  but  the  first  London  edition  contained  many  errors,  which 
impaired  its  usefulness.  The  new  edition  has  been  prepared  under  more  fayourable  auspices. 
A  more  perfect  acquaintance  with  the  language,  greater  facilities  for  collating  the  work 
with  other  editions,  and  with  the  Manuscript  copies  in  the  East- India  Company's  Library, 
the  increased  means  of  typographietU  accuracy^  a  copious  Glossary,  and  a  new  and  more 
distinct  type  than  any  heretofore  employed^  have  combined  to  render  the  present  edition 
superior  to  aU  that  haye  preceded  it. 

"  The  Glossary,  Sanskrit  and  English,  which  Professor  Johnson  has  added,  comprises 
between  fiye  and  six  thousand  words,  and  it  might  with  propriety  be  called  a  minor  Lexicon, 
but  the  indefatigable  editor  has  not  been  contented  with  this  important  addition, — he  has 
subjoined  a  list  of  nearly  fiye  thousand  English  words  with  references  to  the  passages  in 
which  their  Sanscrit  equivalents  are  to  be  found,  and  has  thus  supplied  a  want  for  which 
until  lately  no  provision  had  been  made, — a  reversed  Dictionar)',  English  and  Sanscrit. 
With  these  additions,  this  new  edition  of  the  Hitopadesa  cannot  fail  to  afford  the  most 
essential  facility  to  the  early  study   of  the  Sanscrit,  the  ditficultics  of  wliich  have  been 

greatly  lightened  by  thr  roront  piiblicntions  of  Pruiessor  Johnson,  and  by  none  more  than 
y  his  present  edition  of  the  Ilitopjulcsa." 
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HITOPADE8A; 

rTRANSLATED  HteraUy  into  English.      By  FRANCIS    JOHNSON. 

-■-     Imperial  8to.  

AKHLAK-I     MUHSINh 

TV)  which  are  prefixed  a  few  easy  Stories  for  Beginners.     Edited  by  lient- 

J-     Colonel  OUSELEY.    8vo. 

M.  GARCIN  DE  TASSY, 

Membre  de  Vlmtitut  in  the  "  Journal  Asiatique.^* 

**l\  ne  8*agit  pas  ici,  comme  on  le  pense  bien,  d'oue  edition  complete  de  VAkkUik- 
MuJmni^  mais  seufement  d*une  partie  de  cet  ouvrage  renomm6,  partie  dont  M.  Onseler, 
Professeur  de  Persan  IL  Hailoybory,  a  public  le  texte  IL  Tusage  au  CoU^^e.  £n  tete  ae 
Touyrage,  il  y  a  dix  historiettos  d'iin  style  facile  et  de  sujets  connns,  dcstinees  k  preparer 
r61^ve  h,  lire  lea  morcoaux  qui  suivent.  'N'iennent  enauite  vingt  chapitres,  c'est  i^-dire 
enyiron  la  moitie  de  Touvrage ;  car  il  se  compose  de  quarante  cnapitrcs.  On  Toit  par  li 
que  cette  Edition  est  plus  ^U'uduc  que  cellc  qui  fut  gray6e  en  1823,  d'apr^  un  manuscrit, 

Sour  les  61dves  du  memc  college,  puisque  cette  dcrniere  impression  s'arrete  aux  deux  ticn 
u  quinzieme  chapitrc.  C'est  de  cette  premiere  edition  que  M.  Kecne  a  fait  une  traduction 
aui  vient  aussi  d*etre  publiec  k  Ucrtfurd  et  od  il  manque  ainsi  cinque  chapitres  et  un  tien 
e  r^dition  de  M.  Ouscloy,  ainsi  que  les  historettes  du  commencement.  Au  surplus, 
r  Edition  de   M.  Ouscley  est  tr6s-correctc,  qunlite  essentiellc  surtout,  dans  un  tcxte  public 

Sonr  des  ^tudionts ;  et'la  traduction  de  M.  Acene  est  litterale  et  iid6le,  comme  cclle  qu'il  a 
onn6c  du  permier  chapitre  de  1'  Anvdr-i  Suhaili.  Les  publications  queje  viens  de 
mentionner,  ainsi  que  le  Prem  Sdgar  et  le  Gulistdn  dont  i'ai  parlc  demi^rement, 
VHitopadeta  du  savant  M.  F.  Johnson  et  tons  les  ouvraffes  onentaux  qui  ont  paru  a 
Hertford,  pendant  ces  demi^rcs  anndi>s,  ont  6te  edit6s  pur  M.  St<'phen  Austin,  impnmettr 
du  College  d*  Haileybury.  Les  savants  doivent  savoir  gr6  h,  cet  huoile  typographe  du  soin 
avec  lequel  il  a  ex6cut6  ces  publications,  qui  sc  distinguent  par  la  boaute  des  t}'])e8  orientaux 
et  latins  qui  y  sont  employes." 

AKHLAK-I     MUHSINI; 

TRANSLATED   literally  into  English.     By  the  Rev.  H.  G.    KEENE, 

■*'     sometime  Professor  at  the  East  India  College.  2nd  edition.  8vo. 

SANSKRIT   VOCABULARY. 

T^NGLISH   and    SANSKRIT   VOCABULARY.      By   E.  A.    PRINSEP, 

■*^    of  the  Hon.  East-India  Company's  Ci\il  Scrrice.    Royal  8vo. 


INDIAN    PENAL    CODE. 

Copy  of  a  Penal  Code  prepared  by  the  Indian  Law  Commissioners,    roy.  8vo. 


JUST  PUBLISHED,  Augutt,  1854,  ^300  pp.,  Imperial  l^mo.J 
By  JAMES  MADDEN.  8,  Leadeniiall  Stuekt,  London, 

TURKISH  READING  BOOK, 

WITH  GRAMMAR  and  VOCABULARY,  and    a.  selection  of  Original 

" '  Tales,  literally  translated,  with  copious  Critical,  Explanatory,  and  Idiomatical 
Notes,  and  accompanied  by  Grammatical  References :  the  pronunciation  of  each  word 
being  given  as  now  used  in  Constantinonle,  by  WILLIAM  BURCKHARDT  BARKER, 
M.R.A.S.,  Oriental  Interpreter,  and  Profi'ssor  of  the  Arabic,  Turkish,  Persian  and 
Hindust&ni  Languages  at  Etoi^  Author  of  *' Lares  and  Penates;"  "Turkish  Talcs  in 
English,"  etc.  etc. 

HERTFORD   MERCURY. 

"One  of  the  peculiar  features  of  the  pn^ont  tinios  is  an  increasing  tendency  to  the  study 
of  the  Asiatic  languages,  arising  out  of  tho  m(»n'  iutimate  communication  into  which  wo 
have  been  brought  with  Asiatic  people,  by  the  railway  anil  the  steamship ;  and  the  day  is, 
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perhaps,  not  for  distant  when  the  Oriental  tongues  will  be  considered  as  necessary  a  part  of 

the  education  of  a  gentleman  — certainly  of  a  scholar — as  Greek  or  Latin  are,  or  naye  been. 

«  •  «  •  •  •  •  «. 

"  The  Turkish  language  has,  besides  the  literarj  interest  which  it  possesses  in  common 
with  other  Asiatic  tongues,  the  additional  attraction  of  bein?  the  spoken  language  of 
millions  of  people  with  whom  we  are  in  close  alliance,  and  with  whom  we  shall  probably, 
in  future,  maintain  a  nearer  intercourse  than  has  before  existed  between  any  European  and 
Asiatic  nation.  The  study  of  Turkish  therefore  becomes  a  necessity  of  the  times,  and  will 
long  continue  so  when  the  war  which  has  given  the  impetus  to  it  has  terminated,  and  the 
Ottoman  nation  is  definitiyely  introduced  into  the  European  family  under  the  protection  of 
the  great  Powers  of  the  West.  Projects  for  establishing  colonics  on  rich  but  neglected 
tracts  of  the  Turkish  territory  are  already  entertained,  and  if  these  should  be  carried  out,  the 
Turkish  language  will  become  as  necessary  a  part  of  the  education  of  an  Englishman  as 
French  is  now  considered.  But  without  speculating  on  future  probabilities,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  greater  facilities  for  acquiring  Turkish  thanhaye  hitherto  existed  are  required ; 
and  these  facmties  are  afforded  in  the  work  which  Mr.  Burckhardt  Barker  has  presented 
to  the  public. 

"  Mr.  Barker  tells  us  in  his  preface  that — '  for  a  person  who  aspires  to  read  and  write 
a  language  with  any  degree  of  accurac)r,  something  more  is  necessary  than  a  superficial 
knowledge  of  fframmaticiu  rules ;'  and  this  'something  cUe'  his  erammar  helps  the  student 
to.  *  Simple  but  necessary  forms  and  rules '  are  given  as  a  *  foundation  for  observations 
of  a  more  critical  nature;  and  are  followed  by  a  grammatical  analysis  of  every  difficult 
word,'  by  which  the  rules  are  rendered  more  familiar ;  while  constant  repetition  fixes  them 
upon  the  memory.  The  book  opens  with  a  table  showing  the  power  and  position  of  each 
letter  in  the  alphabet.  This  is  followed  by  an  explanation  of  the  vowel  points  and  signs 
supplementary  to  the  alphabet,  in  use  among  Arab  writers.  The  parts  of  speech  are  tlien 
treated  of,  with  great  fullness  and  clearness,  the  table  of  verbs  being  extremely  complete, 
and  so  arrano^ed  as  to  show  the  conjugations  at  one  view.  The  chapters  on  'Derivation'  and 
•Syntax*  wiU  also  greatly  facilitate  the  study  of  the  language.  Then  we  have,  further 
to  assist  the  student,  a  literal  interlinear  translation  of  the  first  chapter  of  the  Gospel 
according  to  St.  John,  and  of  the  '  Pleasing  Tales  of  Khoja  Nasr<il-deen  Effendi,'  and  a 
vocabulary  of  nearly  4000  words 

**The  notes,  critical,  explanatory,  and  idiomatical,  at  the  foot  of  each  page  contain 
copious  references  to  the  rules  of  Grammar  and  Syntax,  so  that,  at  every  step  he  takes, 
the  memory  of  the  student  is  refreshed,  and  the  rules  which  he  has  learnt  oy  heart  so 
applied,  as  to  fix  them  indelibly  on  his  memory.  Great  advantage  will  also  oe  derived 
from  the  pbin  which  the  author  has  adopted  of  representing  all  the  oriental  characters 
by  Roman  letters,  .  .  .  We  have  said  enough  to  show  that  the  Grammar  before  us 
has  merits  which  are  peculiarly  its  own ;  and  that  it  offers  such  facilities  for  acquiring  the 
Turkish  language,  that  there  is  no  gentleman  who  may  not  in  a  few  months  make  himself 
as  well  acquainted  with  it,  as  with  any  language  of  Modem  Europe." — Augutt^  1854. 

Lately  Fublished, 
By  JAMES  MADDEX,  8,  Leaded  hall  Street,  London, 

THE    AMIRS   OF    SINDH; 

DRY    LEAVES    FllOM    YOUNG    EGYPT;     with    12    Plates,   and    a 
Portrait  in  Chromo-lithography  of   Mir    Muhammad.      By  an  EX-POLITICAL. 
Third  Edition.    Demy  8vo. 

DAILY  NEWS. 
"  The  volume  before  us  is  one  of  those  rare  productions ;  and  apart  from  its  literary 
merits,  which  are  considerable,  the  quantity  of  information  it  contains,  makes  the  publication 
one  of  great  value  to  all  wlio  take  any  interest  in  Indian  afiairs.  The  author  has  a  keen 
sense  both  of  the  picturesque  and  the  ludicrous,  and  there  is  a  rueiness  and  degage  uir  about 
some  of  his  sketches  which  put  us  in  mind  of  *  Eothen  "* 

-      MORNING  CHRONICLE. 
"  A  very  entertaining  and  instructive  narrative  it  is." 

MORNING  HERALD. 
"  The  work  is  exceedingly  well  written.'* 

ECONOMIST. 
**  His  descriptions  are  sraphic,  and  mauv  of  the  adventures  recorded  of  startling  iuterest." 

CRITIC. 
1 "  It  presents  the  most  graphic  description  of  our  lately  conquered  provinces  in  the 
Eiist  which  has  yet  coiiie  to  us." 

SPECTATOR. 
**  A  pleasant,  lively,  and  infonniiig  vulume  of  travelling  observation." 
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FOUR    VIEWS    OF    THE    EAST    INDIA     COLLEGE, 

HAILEYBURY,  HERTS. 

Drawn  on  Stone  by  W.  L.  Walton.    Imperial  4to. 


LARGE    VIEW    OF    THE    EAST    INDIA    COLLEGE 

Drawn  on  Stone  by  F.  W.  L.  Stockdalb.    Imp.  folio. 


THE     HAILEYBURY    OBSERVER: 

A  MISCELLANY  by  the  Stxtdents  of  the  East  India  College,  from  i 
•^^  commencement  in  1839  to  the  end  of  the  first  term,  1854,  with  the  Li^t^ 
Anthon  and  Editorial  Committees.    Seven  vols.  8yo.  (bound  in  four). 


EPISTOL^C    ET    EVANGELIA    PER    TOTUM     ANNUM 

USURPANDA. 

Post  8to.  interleared  and  bound  in  purple  morocco. 


EXCERPTA     EX     ARRIANO, 

With  a  Translation  into  English.    Post  8yo. 


EXCERPTA    EX     HERODOTO, 

With  a  Translation  into  English.    Post  8to. 


CICERONIS      TUSCU  LAN  ARUM      DISPUTATIONUM. 

Lib.  I.    Post  8vo. 


EXCERPTA     E     QUINTO     CURTIQ, 

With  a  Translation  into  English.    Post  8yo. 


FLORA     HERTFORDIENSIS: 

"DEING  a  CATALOGUE  of  PLANTS  known  or  reported  to  ghow  ^vjld 
-*^  in  the  County  op  Hertford,  with  the  Stations  of  the  rarer  species.  By  the  i"  y. 
R.  H.  WEBB,  Rector  of  Essendon;  and  the  Rev.  W.  H.  COLEMAN;  assisted  by  vari  .us 
Correspondents.    Demy,  12mo.  0 
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